
Crews are working this week to 
create permanent street art in the 
middle of Hollywood Boulevard 
commemorating the All Black 
Lives Matter demonstration and 
march, which drew hundreds of 
thousands of people to the area on 
June 14. 

Los Angeles City Councilman 
Mitch O’Farrell, 13th District, par-
ticipated in the demonstration and 
sought ways to permanently mark 
the historic march that started on 
Hollywood Boulevard and ended in 
West Hollywood. Last week, the 
City Council approved the perma-
nent street art project. Hollywood 
Boulevard has been closed since 
Monday between Orange Drive and 
Highland Avenue to accommodate 
the work, which includes new street 
surfacing, restriping and the instal-
lation of the permanent art, and will 
reopen on Sunday, Aug. 30. 

“As the site of the first nationally 
recognized gay pride parade in the 
nation, Hollywood must be and will 
be the safe space designated for this 

landmark distinction,” O’Farrell 
said. “I want to thank StreetsLA, 
the Department of Transportation, 
the Department of Cultural Affairs, 
the Los Angeles Transgender 
Advisory Council and most impor-
tantly, members of Black LGBTQ+ 
Activists for Change for their col-
laboration and partnership to bring 
this permanent landmark to the 13th 
District.” 

Members of the Black LGBTQ+ 

Activists for Change, which orga-
nized the march, have shown sup-
port for the permanent marker. Last 
Friday, O’Farrell and members of 
the Los Angeles Department of 
Transportation joined representa-
tives from Black LGBTQ+ 
Activists for Change to dedicate an 
official sign commemorating the 
march. The sign reads, “All Black 

A 42-story, mixed-use building 
planned for the Miracle Mile was 
approved by the Mid City West 
Community Council earlier this 
month. 

The project, proposed by devel-
oper Walter N. Marks Inc. for 
5411 Wilshire Blvd., passed the 
MCWCC in a 19-9 vote on Aug. 
11, though the council hinged its 
approval on a few conditions, 
including that the gym for the 
building’s residents would be set 
back 16 feet from the north side of 
the property and that some of the 
ground-floor outdoor open space 
should be open to the public 
regardless of whether they are 
patrons of the building’s business-
es, among other recommenda-
tions.  

Walter N. Marks III, the compa-
ny’s president, said in an Aug. 26 
interview that he was pleased to 
earn the MCWCC approval. 

“We will continue to address 

these issues. There were setback 
issues, a few other things too, but 
in general, it was great to get their 
approval. It’s an important hurdle 
for us,” he said.  

The building, which will be 
called the Mirabel, will next go 
before the Los Angeles Planning 
Commission. Since the property is 
zoned for such a project, the 
Planning Commission can give 
final approval, though any appeal 
would go to the Los Angeles City 
Council. 

Mark Pampanin, spokesman for 
Councilman David Ryu, 4th 

District, said in an email that Ryu 
has not yet taken a position on the 
project, as “a lot of details can 
change before a project’s first 
hearing.” 

“However, he is following the 
project closely and taking com-
munity input,” Pampanin said. 
“His two biggest sticking points 
are ensuring more affordable 
housing and a project that meets 
the goals laid out in his April 2019 
letter to the Planning Department 
on the Wilshire Transit 

Beverly Hills is leading the 
charge on amending Senate Bill 
970, which changes the date of its 
next City Council election from 
March 2022 to June 7, 2022. The 
city is one of six in Los Angeles 
County which could potentially 
operate without a City Council quo-
rum for several months if certain 
issues related to the bill are not 
addressed. 

The bill, which changes the date 

of the statewide direct primary to 
the first Tuesday after the first 
Monday in June in even-numbered 
years in which there is no presiden-
tial election, passed the State 
Assembly on Aug. 24 with just four 
no votes. 

Beverly Hills Policy and 
Management Analyst Cindy Owens 
said the city had just learned about 
the bill’s provisions on Aug. 7.  

“We’re actually the first city 
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n Message of support 
remains on Hollywood 
Boulevard 
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Los Angeles City Councilman Mitch O’Farrell worked to commemorate 
the June 14 All Black Lives Matter march on Hollywood Boulevard.  

n SB 970 may postpone March elections to June 

n Forty-two story tower 
heads to L.A. Planning 
Commission amid  
controversy 

photo by Edwin Folven 

The Sontag Building at the corner of Wilshire Boulevard and 
Cloverdale Avenue will be preserved and included in the new project. 
 

Miracle Mile’s Mirabel moves ahead  

All Black Lives Matter art becomes permanent 

Election law could impact 
Beverly Hills council in 2022

photo by Cameron Kiszla

Police are investigating the lat-
est homicide in a short-term 
rental being used for a party in 
the Hollywood Hills after a male 
suspect was shot and killed and 
another man was injured early on 
Wednesday morning. 

Officers received a call at 
approximately 2:30 a.m. about 
shots being fired in the 2200 
block of San Ysidro Drive, locat-
ed in the Beverly Crest neighbor-
hood in the hills west of Franklin 
Canyon. They arrived to find two 
men suffering from gunshot 
wounds, Los Angeles Police 
Department spokesman Mike 
Chan said. Paramedics pro-
nounced one man dead at the 
scene. He was not identified 
pending notification of next of 
kin. The other victim was taken 
to a hospital in stable condition. 

Chan said officers at the scene 
determined the house had been 

rented for the night and had been 
used for a party with approxi-
mately 25 to 30 guests. He said 
some people attending the party 
are believed to be gang members. 
The shooting occurred after an 
argument between the suspect 
and one of the victims, Chan 
added. After arguing, one of the 
men pulled out a gun and shot, 
striking the deceased victim and 
the man who was injured. Most 
of the people had fled when offi-
cers arrived, and there were no 
arrests. The incident remains 
under investigation by detectives 
from the LAPD’s West Bureau 
Homicide Unit. 

Chan said police had not 
received any complaints about 
the location prior to the reports of 
shots being fired. The shooting is 
the latest at a rented house in the 
Hollywood Hills being used to 
host a party. On Aug. 3, a shoot-
ing at a party on Mulholland 
Drive in the Beverly Crest neigh-
borhood claimed one life and 
injured four other people. 

Los Angeles city officials have 

n Second man also 
shot in argument in 
Beverly Crest

Another shooting at Hollywood 
Hills house party claims life 

By laura coleman                 
By cameron kiszla                 

By edwin folven                 

By edwin folven                 

See Council page 26

See Mirabel page 27

See Shooting page 26See Hollywood page 26

https://dordicklaw.com


The Los Angeles City Council 
approved a motion on Aug. 26 
introduced by Councilman David 
Ryu, 4th District, to incentivize 
telecommuting options for private 
businesses. 

The motion encourages busi-
nesses to adopt remote work poli-
cies, allowing more workers to 
work from home. Having more 
employees work from home will 
reduce commuter traffic, as well as 
carbon emissions and smog, Ryu 
said. 

“The COVID-19 pandemic has 
forced many businesses to adapt a 
remote work and telecommuting 
model,” Ryu added. “This also 
happens to be the more climate-
friendly model, and it should be the 
future of work in Los Angeles. I’m 
proud to see the City Council take 
this step to tackle climate change, 
reduce traffic and build a healthier 
future by changing the way we 
commute.” 

The motion instructs city depart-
ments and agencies to report back 
on the health and economic costs 
related to unhealthy levels of smog, 
carbon monoxide and fine particu-
late matter, also known as PM2.5, 
one of the most harmful forms of 
air pollution. The motion also seeks 
a cost comparison on telecommut-
ing versus traditional work set-
tings, including the cost of renting 
office space, furniture and utilities. 
It further seeks financial and tax 
relief options to incentivize private 
industry to adopt flexible work 
schedules and increased telecom-
muting options. 

After decades of progress, the air 
quality in Los Angeles has been 
worsening in recent years, dispro-
portionately harming Black, Latino 
and Asian communities, Ryu said. 
Los Angeles had 153 days of 
unhealthy PM2.5 levels in 2019. 
The pollution has been linked to 
respiratory illnesses including asth-
ma. According to Physicians for 
Social Responsibility, air pollution 
related illness costs Los Angeles 
roughly $22 billion a year. 

Los Angeles experienced signifi-
cantly cleaner air at the start of the 
COVID-19 pandemic and the city’s 

“Safer at Home” order, Ryu added. 
A recent study from UCLA’s 
Institute of the Environment and 
Sustainability found a 20% 
improvement in air quality in 
Southern California since the 
“Safer at Home” order took effect 
in March. 

Ryu added that gains may be 
short-lived without progressive 
policy changes. Immediately fol-
lowing the financial crisis of 2008, 
global CO2 emissions decreased 
by 1.4%, but increased again by 
5.9% in 2010, he added. 

For information, visit 
davidryu.lacity.org.
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Ryu seeks incentives for more 
work from home schedules

‘Hot Wheels 
Legends’ 
Fans and car enthusiasts are invited to 
watch a live virtual “Hot Wheels 
Legends” tour event on Thursday, 
Aug. 27, at 5 p.m. on Throtl’s 
YouTube page or the Hot Wheels 
Facebook page. View imaginative 
custom cars, hear from judges, com-
ment on favorite builds and shop spe-
cial edition products. Watch a live 
judging panel with motorsports com-
petitor Colette Davis, professional 
tuner builder Bisi Ezerioha, motor-
sports ambassador Jarod DeAnda, 
Throtl’s T.J. Hunt, and Hot Wheels 
designers Ryu Asada and Kevin Cao. 
There will also be special appear-
ances by professional drifter Ryan 
Tuerck, as well as actors Cody 
Walker and Paxton Booth. 
facebook.com/hotwheels and 
youtube.com/channel/UCCwfRj2zw
wmPfphv4Hh9weQ. 

 

Buddha figures in 
Japanese art 
Learn about Japanese art during a vir-
tual presentation titled “Buddhas” on 
Thursday, Aug. 
27, at 7 p.m. The 
digital lecture 
series is present-
ed by the Japan 
Foundation Los 
Angeles and led 
by Michael 
VanHartingsveldt, a former research 
scholar of Japanese art at the Los 
Angeles County Museum of Art. The 
program is the fourth in a series and 
focuses on Buddhist depictions 
throughout history and their reasons 
for being created, including healing 
and salvation. jflalc.org/ac-lecture63. 

 

‘Solitude’ 
The Latino Theater Company presents 
an archival video 
of its 2009 pro-
duction of 
“Solitude,” by 
Evelina Fernán-
dez, running 
from Thursday, 
Aug. 27, through 
Thursday, Sept. 
3. Inspired by “The Labyrinth of 
Solitude,” a collection of essays on 
Mexican thought and identity by Nobel 

Prize winner Octavio Paz, “Solitude” 
explores love, death, destiny and fami-
ly through a contemporary lens, 
accompanied by live music from cellist 
Semyon Kobialka. Viewing is free on 
demand. thelatc.org. 
 

ChaiVillage LA 
ChaiVillage LA presents a screening 
of the film “Dying Doesn’t Feel Like 
What I’m Doing” on Sunday, Aug. 
30, at 9:45 a.m., followed by a discus-
sion and Q&A session at 11 a.m. The 
film explores the life and last months 
of Rabbi Rachel Cowan, a civil rights 
activist, community organizer and the 
first female Jew by choice ordained 
as a rabbi. The panel includes Rabbi 
Laura Geller, rabbi emerita of Temple 
Emanuel of Beverly Hills; Paula 
Weiman-Kelman, producer and 
director of “Dying Doesn’t Feel Like 
What I’m Doing”; Riv-Ellen Prell, 
professor emerita of American stud-
ies at the University of Minnesota; 
and Geoffrey Cowan, a lawyer, pro-
fessor, author and non-profit execu-
tive. Registrations is required. 
(310)871-2721, chaivillagela.org. 
 
 

Art Deco Society 
virtual tour 
The Art Deco Society of Los Angeles 
will take visitors on a virtual explo-
ration of the collection of former 
ADSLA president John Thomas and 
his husband, architectural photogra-
pher Chris Launi, on Sunday, Aug. 
30, from 3 to 4:30 p.m. The collection 
includes 4,000 pieces of authentic art 
deco and streamline moderne pieces. 
Thomas and Launi will share the his-
tories and design elements of objects 
in the collection and answer ques-
tions. As a fundraiser for the ADSLA 
during the COVID-19 pandemic, 
members who buy tickets will be 
entered into a drawing for an invita-
tion for two to visit Thomas and 
Launi’s home at a later date for a pri-
vate cocktail party and bus tour of art 
deco art and architecture in Long 
Beach, offering an opportunity to 
visit their house and see the collec-
tion. Tickets are $10 for members, 
$15 for general admission. adsla.org. 
 

Author discussion 
The Independent Writers of Southern 
California is holding a virtual discus-

sion with author 
and professor 
T.C. Boyle on 
Monday, Aug. 
31, at 8 p.m., via 
Zoom. Boyle, a 
professor of 
English at the 
University of Southern California, 
has authored over two dozen books. 
He will discuss his writing, chal-
lenges and surprises, and will offer 
advice. Participation is free for mem-
bers, $15 for nonmembers. The dead-
line to register is noon on Aug. 30. 
iwosc.org. 
  
‘Building Bridges: 
Racism, Prejudice 
and Antisemitism’ 
Join the Los Angeles Museum of the 
Holocaust for a virtual discussion 
titled “Building Bridges: Racism, 
Prejudice and Antisemitism” on 
Tuesday, Sept. 1, at 11 a.m. 
Community leaders will discuss how 
people can work together to over-
come common challenges. Dan 
Schnur, a professor at USC’s 
Annenberg School of 
Communication and LAMOTH 
board member, will lead the discus-
sion with panelists Rosie Arroyo, 
board chair of Hispanas Organized 
for Political Equality; Julie Bank, 
board chair of the Jewish Center for 
Justice; Michael Lawson, president 
and CEO of the Los Angeles Urban 
League; and Nancy Yap, executive 
director of the Center for Asian 
Americans United for Self-
Empowerment. Suggested donation 
is $10. lamoth.org. 
 

Sarah Shun-lien 
Bynum book 
Chevalier’s Books welcomes 
National Book Award finalist Sarah 
Shun-lien Bynum for a virtual book 
discussion on Wednesday, Sept. 2, at 
7 p.m. In nine stories that range from 
the real to unreal, strange to familiar, 
funny to frightening, the author 
reminds readers why her original 
debut, “Madeleine Is Sleeping,” and 
her “Ms. Hempel Chronicles” have 
become contemporary classics. She 
will discuss a new book, “Likes,” in a 
conversation with author Aimee 
Bender. chevaliersbooks.com.

CALENDAR

The West Hollywood City 
Council unanimously agreed to 
allocate an additional $1.1 million 
in funding related to the COVID-
19 emergency response at its Aug. 
17 meeting. This brings the total 
amount approved by the city in 
emergency funding for the pan-
demic to just over $2.7 million. 
The bulk of the funds have been 
used for rental assistance. 

“Preventing displacement of res-
idents is imperative to reduce the 
spread of COVID-19 and maintain 
stable housing to comply with the 
state’s stay-at-home order,” the 
Aug. 17 staff report stated. 
“Because of the affordable housing 
crisis, displacement could result in 
homelessness, which also exacer-
bates the current impacts of the 
pandemic. Housing retention not 
only improves public health out-
comes, but also eliminates the 
environmental impacts of forcing 

residents to move far from work, 
friends, family and other support 
networks to secure affordable 
housing. Keeping our residents in 
their homes is a critical component 
to meeting sustainability, housing 
stability and health outcomes.” 

To further strengthen its ability 
to assist the rental community, on 
Aug. 17, the council authorized the 
Director of Finance & Technology 
Services to allocate the city’s allo-
cation of a Westside Cities Council 
of Governments innovations grant 
for $171,456 for emergency rental 
assistance for a total allocation of 
$618,459, which includes 
$447,003 in CARES Act funding. 
The council also authorized the 
allocation of $500,000 from unal-
located generalf fund reserves for 
contingency emergency funding 
related to the COVID-19 emer-
gency response. 

“I have long had concerns that 
people are accruing lots of debt. 

WeHo allocates $1.1 million  
to help during pandemic 
By Laura CoLeman                 

See City page 10

https://melrosetradingpost.org
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WeHo council race features 10 challengers 
n Voters will choose two 
council members on 
Nov. 3 

By cameron kiszla                    

David Wilcox    
Real Estate Advisor 

323-404-1900 
david.wilcox@evusa.com 
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Take a Virtual Tour Now! 
1009keniston.com

Coming Soon!! $1,995,000
Coming Home Should  

Be a Mood Elevating  
Experience!

1009 KENISTON AVENUE

Or Call Jessica Gannon for an appt. 
310.795.8411

Two seats on the West 
Hollywood City Council will be up 
for election on the Nov. 3 ballot, 
and 10 candidates have declared 
their intention to run. An 11th can-
didate has dropped out. 

The 10 remaining challengers 
include the two incumbents – 
Councilmen John Heilman and 
John Duran – and eight others with 
a variety of experience. 

John Erickson, 34, is running for 
City Council for the first time, 
though he serves as a West 
Hollywood Planning 
Commissioner. A former city 
staffer, he also works as the director 
of public affairs for Planned 
Parenthood Los Angeles and is 
involved with local and state 
Democratic politics. 

“I’m running because it’s time to 
bring a new generation of leader-
ship to the West Hollywood City 
Council, leadership that not only 
has experience but fresh ideas for 
the job,” Erickson said.  

Erickson added that while his 
“No. 1 priority is to get the lives of 
our city’s residents back on track” 
after the coronavirus pandemic, he 
also wants to focus on protecting 
renters, creating a more sustainable 

city, keeping neighborhoods crime 
free and addressing transit and 
homelessness. 

Christopher McDonald, 45, is 
running for City Council for the 
first time. A television stage manag-
er, McDonald serves on the HOA 
board of his condominium building, 
and he is involved with Friends of 
the LA River, the Los Angeles 
Conservancy and GLIDE, which 
teaches students about LGBT issues 
and acceptance.  

McDonald said, if elected, he 
would focus on preventing overde-
velopment, creating affordable 
housing and reducing homelessness 
in West Hollywood and the sur-
rounding area. McDonald added 
that, during the pandemic, the city 
should also help small businesses. 

“I think right now, our local busi-
nesses and our small businesses, 
they’re the heart and soul of our 
community, and we have to do 
whatever it takes to help them sur-
vive and then thrive on the other 
side of this,” McDonald said.  

Larry Block, 61, previously ran 
for City Council in 2015. Block, 
who is partially sighted, is a mem-
ber of the city’s Disabilities 
Advisory Board and has served as 
chair of the city’s Public Facilities 
Commission. 

The owner of the boutique Block 
Party WeHo and a licensed real 
estate agent, Block wants to provide 
a small business owner’s perspec-
tive to the council and help rebuild 

the “community village” by diversi-
fying the local economy, which is 
reliant on cannabis, hospitality and 
tourism, and has suffered during the 
pandemic.  

“I love this city. I feel my neigh-
bor’s pain when I open my shop and 
everyone is closing around me and 
I’m struggling to survive,” Block 
said. 

Block added he’d also like to 
address the homelessness issue and 
reduce the influence of developers 
and unions in local politics.  

Noemi Torres, 43, is running for 
council for the first time. Torres, 
who works in real estate, for the 
U.S. Census Bureau and with 
Project Angel Food, has served as 
vice chair and chair of the Women’s 
Advisory Board and as a member of 
the Public Facilities Commission.  

Torres said she was inspired by 
the impact made by her friend, for-
mer West Hollywood City 
Councilman and current Los 
Angeles County Assessor Jeff 
Prang, and she wants a council seat 
“to be able to make a difference.” 

“There’s never been a Latina 
woman on the City Council in West 

photo by Edwin Folven 

The slate of candidates for West Hollywood City Council includes expe-
rienced candidates and political newcomers. 

Hollywood. I want to encourage 
other women and other minorities 
and run,” Torres said.  

Torres added that, if elected, she 
wants to focus on transparency on 
the City Council, homelessness, 
affordable housing, transportation 
and helping small businesses.  

Duran, 60, has served five previ-
ous terms on the West Hollywood 
City Council. He said the chal-
lenges of COVID-19 and the ensu-

ing economic problems made him 
want to run again.  

“I think that right now, the city 
really needs experienced leadership 
to get us through some really diffi-
cult times. I was on the council 
when 9/11 happened and on the 
council through the Great 
Recession of 2008, so I have a little 
experience of what to do in chal-

See Candidates page 25

On Aug. 25, Los Angeles City 
Councilman David Ryu, 4th 
District, introduced a motion to 
establish a permanent version of 
“L.A. Al Fresco,” a program 
launched by Mayor Eric Garcetti 
earlier in the COVID-19 pan-
demic to allow restaurants more 
outdoor seating by expanding 
into parking lots, sidewalks and 
other areas.  

Ryu introduced legislation in 
May seeking outdoor, sidewalk 
and parking-lot dining before the 
mayor announced the LA Al 
Fresco program. 

“L.A. Al Fresco has been a 
lifeline to our local restaurants,” 
Ryu said. “It’s a resource that 
should be permanent in the city 
of Los Angeles. We need more 
programs that cut through red 
tape to support local businesses 
and give communities a new 
sense of vibrancy. I commend the 
mayor for creating L.A. Al 
Fresco, and I think it should be 
here to stay.” 

L.A. Al Fresco, launched on 
May 29, allows restaurants to set 
up safe and socially distanced 
dining tables on sidewalks, park-
ing lots, street parking and lane 
closures. Currently, 1,586 Los 
Angeles restaurants are partici-
pating in the program, which 
Garcetti recently extended to the 
end of 2020. Restaurants can 
apply and receive approval in as 
little as one day. In its most 
recent phase, L.A. Al Fresco will 
dedicate 55% of program 
resources to businesses owned by 
BIPOC (Black, Indigenous, peo-
ple of color) or those located in 
areas that have experienced dis-
proportionate job loss due to 
COVID-19. 

Ryu’s motion seeks a “perma-
nent al fresco program that 
allows a streamlined outdoor din-
ing permitting process” for inter-
ested restaurants. Ryu also intro-
duced legislation to establish a 
local wage-replacement program 
earlier this month.

Ryu introduces permanent 
outdoor dining motion 

photo by Cameron Kiszla 

Restaurants in Los Angeles can offer additional outdoor seating on 
sidewalks as part of “L.A. Al Fresco.” 

https://1009keniston.com


Charges have yet to be filed 
against two men arrested last 
week for allegedly committing a 
hate crime and assault against a 
group of transgender women in 
Hollywood on Aug 17. 

On Monday, the Los Angeles 
County District Attorney’s Office 
sent the case back to detectives at 
the Los Angeles Police 
Department’s Hollywood 
Division for further investiga-
tion. Two men arrested for 
allegedly committing or being 
involved in the crime have been 
released from custody. 

Detective Ryan Stogner, with 
the Hollywood Division, 
declined to comment on the case 
because of the ongoing investiga-
tion. He said it is still actively 
being investigated as a hate crime 
and police are seeking a third 
individual, identified as Davion 
Williams, who was also allegedly 
involved. No further information 
was available about Williams. 

Police identified the two men 
arrested as Carlton Callway, 29, 
and Willie Walker, 42. Before the 
arrests, investigators announced 
they were searching for one sus-
pect, and it is unclear what role 
the other two men had in the 
crimes. Callway was arrested in 
Bakersfield on Aug. 20 and 
booked for assault with a deadly 
weapon with a hate crime 
enhancement. Walker was arrest-
ed on Aug. 19 and booked for 
extortion. 

The crime occurred at approxi-
mately 2:15 a.m. on Aug. 17 in 
the 6500 block of Hollywood 
Boulevard. A male suspect 
allegedly assaulted three women 
who were part of a group, but the 
crimes occurred separately 
against each individual victim a 
short period of time apart, accord-
ing to police. The perpetrator 
allegedly uttered slurs about the 
victims’ gender status, making 
them hate crimes, police said. 

A portion of the assault was 
captured on video and posted on 
social media. City officials and 
leaders in the LGBTQ communi-
ty condemned the attack. Los 
Angeles City Councilman Mitch 
O’Farrell, 13th District, was dis-
mayed that charges weren’t filed. 

“I was shocked and disap-
pointed to hear the district attor-
ney’s office declined to file a hate 

crime case involving three trans-
gender women in Hollywood, 
and the main suspect was 
released from jail. Upon addi-
tional research, I learned the 
D.A. has asked law enforcement 
to further investigate in an effort 
to secure more evidence in this 
case. Once this is complete, the 
evidence will be reviewed for 
criminal filing consideration,” 
O’Farrell said. “We all know 
what happened when we saw the 
video. It was a hate crime. The 
violent, transphobic attack was 
recorded by the perpetrator, and 
proudly posted on his social 
media. This sickening cruelty 
must not be tolerated in civil 
society. I urge you to email the 
D.A. and insist that hate crime 
charges are filed, prosecuted and 
that justice is served – 
info@da.lacounty.gov.” 

Leaders from the Los Angeles 
LGBT Center also called for 
answers. 

“The center demands greater 
transparency and accountability 
in the recent decision by the Los 
Angeles County District 
Attorney Office to release the 
perpetrators of a violent attack 
against three transgender women 
on Hollywood Boulevard last 
week,” Los Angeles LGBT 
Center Director of Policy and 
Community Building Terra 
Russell-Slavin said. “The district 
attorney must be held account-
able to provide the basis on 
which this decision was made in 
light of the victims’ accounts and 
bystander videos of the incident.” 

The Los Angeles County 
District Attorney’s Office issued 
a statement that charges are 
pending, not ruled out. 

“The Los Angeles County 
District Attorney’s Office has 
asked law enforcement to con-
duct further investigation in an 
effort to secure additional evi-
dence in this case. Once the 
investigation is complete, the 
evidence will be reviewed for 
criminal filing consideration,” 
Los Angeles County District 
Attorney’s Office spokesman 
Greg Risling said. “Additionally, 
California law provides that any-
one who has been arrested but 
not charged with a crime must be 
released from custody within 48 
hours from the time they were 
arrested.” 

Anyone with information 
about the alleged crime is urged 
to call Stogner at (213)972-2934. 
During weekends and off-hours, 
call the LAPD’s hotline at 
(877)LAPD247.

Firefighters from Beverly Hills 
and Los Angeles have been 
deployed to Northern California to 
battle wildfires raging in different 
parts of the state. 

Being the largest department in 
the area, the Los Angeles Fire 
Department is responsible for orga-
nizing and coordinating efforts 
when state fire officials request 
assistance. Firefighters and equip-
ment are routinely sent to remote 
locations during fire season to help 
with many different tasks, from 
actively fighting fires to protecting 
structures and providing support. 
The deployments are covered under 
a mutual aid agreement between the 
state of California and county and 
municipal fire departments. 

The LAFD has sent three “strike 
teams,” spokesman Nicholas 
Prange said. Each consists of five 
fire engines and a battalion chief. 
Four firefighters are assigned to 
each engine. 

Two of the three strike force 
teams are composed entirely of 
LAFD firefighters, while one 
includes an engine each from the 
Beverly Hills, Santa Monica and 
Culver City fire departments, as 
well as LAFD personnel. Because 
the smaller cities have fewer 
resources, only one engine is sent 
from each department. The latest 
deployment includes firefighters 
from LAFD Station 61 on Third 
Street in the Miracle Mile and 
Station 27 on Cole Avenue in 
Hollywood, among other stations 
citywide, Prange said. 

The firefighters volunteer for the 
assignment and are generally 
deployed for 14 to 21 days. 
Sometimes, initial groups of fire-
fighters are sent home and new per-
sonnel arrives to staff the equip-
ment already on scene. Resources 
are deployed and scheduling is 
arranged so that no single fire sta-
tion has a reduction in resources 
and each is ready for any local 
emergencies that occur, Prange 
added. The California Office of 
Emergency Management oversees 
operations at the individual brush 
fires and each strike team reports to 
locations determined by state 
authorities. 

The Beverly Hills firefighters are 
part of a strike team that was origi-
nally deployed two weeks ago to 
the Lake Fire in the Angeles 
National Forest north of Santa 
Clarita, and last Sunday was rede-
ployed to the LNU Lightning 
Complex Fire in Sonoma, Lake and 
Napa counties. The other strike 

teams have been deployed to the 
SCU Lightning Complex Fire in 
the mountains east of San Jose. 
Both fires were approximately 25% 
to 35% contained on Wednesday 
and it is uncertain how long the 
local firefighters will be deployed. 

BHFD Battalion Chief Mike 
Hand said the Beverly Hills fire-
fighters have currently been 
assigned to defend structures, but 
that could change quickly depend-
ing on needs. He added that the 
statewide system is important 

because it works both ways. If a 
large fire or natural disaster such as 
an earthquake occurs in the local 
area, resources from throughout 
California will be sent to the Los 
Angeles area. 

“One of the reasons the state sys-
tem is in place is so the state can 
coordinate the large amount of 
resources,” Hand said. “They look 
at what’s going on and decide what 
needs to be done. It’s a comprehen-
sive statewide effort to mitigate 
emergencies.”
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Local firefighters join battle against brush fires

photo by Rick McClure 

Los Angeles Fire Department fire-
fighters are part of a strike team 
that has been sent to the Lake 
Fire in the Angeles National Forest 
and the Lightning Complex Fire in 
Northern California. 

photo courtesy of the BHFD 

Firefighters from the Beverly Hills Fire Department have been deployed 
to brush fires in the Angeles National Forest and Northern California dur-
ing the past two weeks. 

n BHFD and LAFD  
personnel have been 
deployed to  
Northern California

n D.A.’s office 
requested further 
investigation By edwin folven                 
By edwin folven                 

Case against alleged hate crime 
suspects remains in question 

The Los Angeles County District 
Attorney’s Office is warning about 
fake computer virus alerts that may 
enable perpetrators to download 
damaging malware onto the com-
puters of unsuspecting victims. 
Clicking on a pop-up window 
warning about computer virus 
threats could have the opposite 
effect. 

In computer virus scams, victims 
receive a fraudulent pop-up claim-
ing that viruses have been detected 
on their computer. They are often 

directed to click on a link to stop 
the cyberattack or update security 
measures. In reality, the alert is the 
threat. In addition to malware, a 
virus can expose victims’ financial 
and personal information. 

The D.A.’s office warns that 
alerts from security software not 
already installed on a computer are 
probably are fake. Don’t click or 
attempt to close the pop-up win-
dow. 

For information, visit da.lacoun-
ty.gov.

Warning issued about victims being 
targeted for computer virus scams 

https://simplerhorizons.com
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De Longpre Park gets a Hollywood makeover 
n Improvements include 
fences, security  
cameras, street lights

By edwin folven                    

De Longpre Park, one of the old-
est neighborhood parks in 
Hollywood, recently reopened after 
extensive renovations were com-
pleted. 

Featuring a statue of actor 
Rudolph Valentino as its center-
piece, the 1.4-acre park was reno-
vated with new landscaping, bench-
es, drinking fountains, fitness 
equipment, trash cans and pet waste 
receptacles. A new playground was 
previously installed during an earli-
er phase of the renovations last year. 
The latest improvements also 
include security enhancements such 
as better fencing and entry gates, 
security cameras and street lights on 
both sides of June Street, which 
runs along the east side of the park 
at 1350 N. Cherokee Ave. 

The renovations were spearhead-
ed by Los Angeles City 
Councilman David Ryu, 4th 
District, and the Central Hollywood 
Neighborhood Council. The play-
ground was renovated with 
$400,000 in Quimby funds, which 
are funds paid by developers for 
community improvements when 
projects are approved. The latest 
improvements were funded by 
$250,000 in funds repurposed from 
the now-defunct Community 
Redevelopment Agency-Los 
Angeles. 

“City parks were my backyard 
when I was growing up in Los 
Angeles. For a lot of Hollywood 
families, De Longpre Park is the 
only place nearby to get outside and 
enjoy some green space,” Ryu said. 
“That’s why it was so crucial we 
invested in this shared space, and 
why I got to work with the Central 
Hollywood Neighborhood Council 
and Department of Recreation and 
Parks to make De Longpre Park the 
best it can be.” 

Ferris Wehbe, vice president of 
the Central Hollywood 
Neighborhood Council, said the 
renovations were sorely needed and 
the council advocated for the pro-
ject. In the late-1980s and early-
1990s, a lot of criminal activity 
occurred in De Longpre Park, 
Wehbe said. Now, it is a welcoming 
neighborhood space, he added. 

“Things have definitely 
improved. It’s a very important 
resource,” Wehbe said. 
“Councilmember Ryu brought this 
project to fruition, however, we 
were involved in providing sup-
port.” 

Wehbe said the council had 
hoped for a “dog run” feature where 
people could have dogs off-leash, 
but the city determined that was not 
feasible. The park is located in an 
urban neighborhood south of 

Sunset Boulevard and east of 
Highland Avenue and did not meet 
city criteria for an off-leash dog 
park, one reason being large groups 
of dogs could disrupt residents of 
nearby apartments and residences, 
Ryu’s spokesman Mark Pampanin 
said. Park visitors are welcome to 
bring dogs, but they must be kept on 
leashes. 

Built in 1924, the park is one of 
the oldest in Hollywood, Pampanin 
said. It is named after painter Paul 
de Longpre, who once lived in a 
house in the neighborhood and had 
gardens that attracted visitors to the 
area. Valentino, another former res-
ident of the neighborhood, is 

memorialized with a statue titled 
“Aspiration” in the center of the 
park. The statue features a figure 
with his face uplifted to the sky was 
installed in 1930 to memorialize the 
actor, who died in 1926, according 
researcher Allan R. Ellenberger, 
who authored an article on the stat-
ue published on his Hollywoodland 
website. 

Pampanin added that Hollywood 
history is an important component 
of the park, and encouraged people 
to visit and see the new amenities. 

“It really is a park and a historical 
space dedicated to the early days of 
the film industry,” Pampanin added. 
“We hope people enjoy it.”

photo by Edwin Folven 

The playground improvements at De Longpre Park were finished last 
year, and security enhancements were added this year. 

“For a lot of 
Hollywood  

families, De 
Longpre Park is 
the only place 
nearby to get 
outside and 
enjoy some 

green space” 
 

-Los Angeles City Councilman 
David Ryu, 4th District

https://farmersmarketla.com


The Beverly Hills City Council 
voted unanimously on Aug. 18 to 
pass a resolution condemning anti-
Semitism on college campuses. 

The council’s vote followed the 
Aug. 5 resignation of University of 
Southern California senior Rose 
Ritch, the vice president of the 
Undergraduate Student 
Government at USC. In her resigna-
tion letter, Ritch, who is Jewish, 
said she was criticized for her sup-
port for the state of Israel, which 
some other students denounced as 
racist against Palestinians.  

USC President Carol Folt said in 
an open letter that Ritch faced “toxic 
conditions,” “anti-Semitic attacks on 
her character” and “online harass-
ment” before Ritch announced that 
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BH council urges donation boycott of USC, UCLA 
n Council members 
claim anti-Semitism not 
treated similarly to other 
discrimination 
By cameron kiszla                    

she would step down. 
All five Beverly Hills council 

members denounced the criticism 
of Zionism – support for the state of 
Israel –  and said anti-Semitism is 
treated differently than other forms 
of racial and ethnic hatred.  

“You can bet that if this had hap-
pened against other ethnic groups, 
there would’ve been expulsions, 
there would’ve been all sorts of 
other correct punishments to try to 
make sure, in no uncertain terms, 
that this behavior is not accept-
able,” Councilman John Mirisch 
said. 

Mirisch and other council mem-
bers pointed out that USC is home 
to the USC Shoah Foundation, an 
organization that collects the testi-
monies of survivors of the 
Holocaust and other genocides in 
an effort to prevent future tragedies, 
and has a strong connection to the 
Jewish community in Beverly Hills.  

“When this happens at USC, 
which is a university that many of 
our children and friends attend, it is 

more than a bit saddening and 
shocking,” Mirisch said.   

Mirisch also criticized Folt not 
doing more to fight anti-Semitism 
on campus beyond writing her let-
ter, saying she “simply condemned 
it, and didn’t actually do anything 
beyond that.” 

Councilman Julian Gold echoed 
the city staff report in pointing out 
that in 2019, a similar situation 
engulfed the University of 
California Los Angeles when a 
guest speaker, professor Rabab 
Abdulhadi of San Francisco State 
University, “described the state of 
Israel as a racist endeavor, denied 
its right to exist and labeled Zionists 
as white supremacists,” according 
to the staff report.  

When a student, Shayna Lavi, 
“challenged Abdulhadi during the 
class, [she] was verbally harassed 
by Abdulhadi” and Kyeyoung Park, 
the professor who invited 
Abdulhadi to speak, the staff report 
added. 

“We see this at every major uni-
versity in the United States, where 
this sort of behavior is tolerated,” 
Gold said. “If you were to turn this 
around and pick a different minority 
and do the same thing against them, 
there would be this huge outcry, but 
for some reason, if it’s the Jewish 
community, if it’s Israel, it’s kind of 
OK … This is systemic, it’s endem-
ic in the university system.” 

Vice Mayor Robert Wunderlich 
said the incidents at USC and 
UCLA are “especially inappropriate 
for universities.” 

“The pattern of behavior is that 
for some reason, discrimination 
against Jews seems to be more 

photo by Padsquad/courtesy of Wikimedia Commons 

Earlier this month, Rose Ritch, a student-government officer at USC, 
resigned her post after she faced criticism for supporting Israel.

acceptable than discrimination 
against other minorities. It 
shouldn’t be tolerated at universi-
ties, it wouldn’t be tolerated in the 
city, and it’s appropriate for us, with 
our community, to be issuing the 
strong declaration that we are,” 
Wunderlich said. 

Mayor Lester Friedman, a gradu-
ate of UCLA who worked as a staff 
member for the men’s basketball 
team under legendary coach John 
Wooden and who serves as the offi-
cial scorer for the team, agreed that 
the council needs “to do everything 
that we can to stop” anti-Semitism.  

“USC was the most recent, but it 
happened at my alma mater, 
UCLA, and that’s embarrassing for 
me,” Friedman said. 

Gold encouraged the Jewish 
community to cease their donations 
to colleges and universities that 
refuse to do more to combat anti-
Semitism.  

“The only thing they’re going to 
understand is the dollar. These are 
businesses. They’re only going to 
understand the dollar … 
Unfortunately, we don’t control 
their money. If we controlled their 
money, I bet you, we could make 
them pay attention,” Gold said. 

Councilwoman Lili Bosse added 
that, as a daughter of Holocaust sur-
vivors, she was “mortified that this 
is taking place at USC.” She also 
asked for everyone to cease donat-
ing to colleges and universities that 
will not do more to fight anti-
Semitism.  

“We as a council have made it 
very clear that we will not stand for 
anti-Semitism. We also will not 
stand for any hatred of any kind … 
I don’t think it’s just for any Jew not 
to donate. I don’t think any person 
who is human should donate to any-
body that in any way contributes to 
hate of any kind,” Bosse said. 

The City of Beverly Hills has 
prepared a Draft Environmental 
Impact Report for the proposed 
Los Angeles County 
Metropolitan Transportation 
Authority Westside Purple Line 
Extension Wilshire/Rodeo 
Station North Portal. The project 
is a second entrance and exit for 
the Wilshire/Rodeo Station on 
the north side of Wilshire 
Boulevard. 

In accordance with the 
California Environmental 
Quality Act, the city is the lead 
agency on the project, and at 7 
p.m. on Wednesday, Sept. 16, 
Beverly Hills will hold a virtual 
special City Council meeting so 
that the public can learn about the 
North Portal and provide public 
comments on the draft EIR. 
Comments will be received until 
5 p.m. on Oct. 5 at 
northportal@beverlyhills.org, or 
by mail to Jessie Holzer, 
Transportation Planner, City of 
Beverly Hills Community 
Development Department, 455 
N. Rexford Drive, Beverly Hills, 
California, 90210.  

The Wilshire/Rodeo Station 
currently under construction in 

Beverly Hills was originally 
designed to have only one 
entrance on the southwest corner 
of Wilshire Boulevard and 
Reeves Drive. In 2018, the city 
approached Metro to provide a 
secondary entrance and exit on 
the north side of the 
Wilshire/Rodeo Station to deliver 
improved, convenient passenger 
access within the city with fewer 
street crossings and provide 
direct access to dense commer-
cial activity centers located north 
of Wilshire Boulevard. 

The three potential portal loca-
tions are Beverly Drive, the 
Canon Drive half portal and the 
Canon Drive staging yard.  

The Wilshire/Rodeo Station is 
part of the Purple Line Extension 
Section 2 that will extend Metro’s 
subway to downtown Beverly 
Hills and Century City. Section 2 
is currently under construction 
and anticipated to be completed 
by 2025. 

For information, visit beverly-
hills.org/citycouncilmeetings, or 
contact the Transportation 
Planning Division at (310)285-
1128 or northportal@beverly-
hills.org.

Public comment now open for 
North Portal in Beverly Hills 

The Los Angeles Department of 
Transportation has published a com-
prehensive analysis of its dockless 
mobility program – to date, the 
largest on-demand program in the 
country. The study identifies key 
lessons from the city’s one-year pilot 
and informs a series of recommenda-
tions that will shape how Los 
Angeles manages on-demand mobil-
ity for all new and emerging modes 
of transportation moving forward. 

The report found that dockless 
vehicles were used for a total of 
10.3 million trips covering 8.4 mil-
lion miles over the course of the 
first year of the pilot. Survey results 
also showed that one in three dock-
less vehicle trips replaced a single-
occupancy or ride-hail vehicle trip. 

While ridership numbers confirm 
dockless mobility as a viable trans-
portation option and first-last mile 

solution for many Angelenos, the 
study determined that L.A.’s new 
regulations must place a greater 
emphasis on geographic distribu-
tion of vehicles and community 
engagement to ensure equitable 
access for all communities in Los 
Angeles. Moving forward, opera-
tors will be required to deploy in 
communities that lack transporta-
tion options, as well as in low-
income communities.  

To ensure safety for all road users, 
the evaluation recommends an 
updated penalty-based enforcement 
model with an escalating fee sched-
ule that will hold operators account-
able for violations and noncompli-
ance with permit requirements. 

To read the report, visit ladot.lac-
ity.org/sites/default/files/docu-
ments/ladot-dockless-year-one-
report.pdf. 

LADOT releases results from its 
one-year dockless mobility pilot 

http://beverlyhills.org/departments/informationtechnology/beverlyhillstelevision/watchlive/


Velde said the upcoming outdoor 
meetings, which are expected to 
start after Labor Day, if not sooner, 
would be done in accordance with 
Los Angeles County health direc-
tives for social distancing and other 
safety precautions.  

“At this time, the county’s health 
orders restrict recovery meetings to 
a maximum of 10 people. They do 
not mention outdoor operations,” 
said Tara Worden, a business devel-
opment analyst with the city of 

“I believe addiction 
is about community 

connection and 
without that sense 
of connection and 
community, I think 
it’s tough for any-

one to get and stay 
sober.” 

 
-David Van der Velde, chair of 
the West Hollywood Recovery 

Center Board 
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Log Cabin community to meet in person 

Earlier this month, Los 
Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti 
announced that the city’s official 
philanthropic response to the ini-
tial phase of the COVID-19 pan-
demic raised $56 million to help 
more than 105,000 Angelenos 
with direct financial assistance, 
home meal delivery for seniors, 
childcare for hospital workers, 
and shelter and services for 
domestic violence survivors.  

The Mayor’s Fund for Los 
Angeles was established in 2014 
to be an agile and trusted institu-
tion that rapidly addresses critical 
needs identified in partnership 
with the Mayor of Los Angeles. 

“When COVID-19 emerged, 
Los Angeles stepped up to the 
plate with innovative and coura-
geous solutions to save lives and 
livelihoods, and we strengthened 
our government’s actions by tap-
ping into the generosity of our 
neighbors, our philanthropic part-
ners and our public and private 
sector,” Garcetti said. “The 
response from the Mayor’s Fund 
for Los Angeles embodies the 
best of the Angeleno spirit, lifting 
up our hardest-hit families, keep-
ing vulnerable residents safe and 
bringing to bear our city’s resolve 
to confront this devastating blow 
to our families’ health and eco-
nomic security.”  

Garcetti noted that more than 
10,000 Angelenos have made 

contributions to the Mayor’s 
Fund for Los Angeles for 
COVID-19 response. 

“The Mayor’s Fund for Los 
Angeles is here to make sure that 
innovative ideas and private 
resources can help government 
better serve the people,” said 
Deidre Lind, who was the fund’s 
founding president and who 
returned to lead the fund through 
the pandemic. “At the end of the 
day, none of this would be possi-
ble without the generosity of 
more than 10,000 Angelenos. 
This response is a testament of 
the giving spirit of Los Angeles, 
which is what has made us a 
model for the nation.” 

The Mayor’s Fund for Los 
Angeles also received significant 
support from the city’s civic lead-
ership, including from Katie 
McGrath and J.J. Abrams, the 
Conrad N. Hilton Foundation, 
Kelsey Bateman and Bobby 
Murphy, Bob Iger and Willow 
Bay, Connie and Steve Ballmer, 
Eli and Edythe Broad, the 
California Endowment, HBO, 
Marylin and Jeffrey Katzenberg, 
the W.M. Keck Foundation, 
Mellody Hobson and George 
Lucas, the Skoll Foundation, 
Kate Capshaw and Steven 
Spielberg, Russell Westbrook, 
Rihanna and Jay-Z. 

For information, visit mayors-
fundla.org/covid19-response. 

n 12-step meetings to 
be held in WeHo  
parking structure
By Laura CoLeman                    

Mayor’s Fund raises $56 
million for COVID response

In-person 12-step meetings are 
set to resume locally in September 
thanks to a novel partnership 
between the city of West 
Hollywood and the West 
Hollywood Recovery Center and 
Log Cabin. Councilman John 
Duran characterized the decision to 
allow recovery meetings to resume 
within the now-vacant six-story 
open-air parking structure at West 
Hollywood Park as “the perfect 
solution.” In April, the council 
voted to close the park to expedite 
its renovation. 

“No pandemic should ever stop 
people from having the ability to 
stay sober and lead productive 
lives,” he said. 

Duran estimated there had been 
15,000 individual visits a month to 
both the Log Cabin and the 
Recovery Center, which are located 
across the street from each other on 
North Robertson Boulevard, before 
the pandemic began. 

West Hollywood Recovery 
Center Board Chair David Van der 

West Hollywood who has been 
working with local recovery groups 
to find space to operate outdoors. 
“We are working with the county to 
gain some clarity on how these 
meetings could be conducted safely 
outdoors.”  

Duran said that the fifth floor of 
the parking structure, which will be 
devoted to recovery meetings, is 
large enough to accommodate two 
simultaneous meetings. The site 
will include access to bathrooms on 
the sixth floor, where the tennis 
courts are located, as well as four 
floors of parking. Now two years 
into construction, Duran predicted it 
would reopen next year with two 
swimming pools and a new com-
munity center. 

Van der Velde, who is also the 
executive director of Awakenings 
Recovery home for men, said he 
anticipated the possibility of hold-
ing meetings in the temporary space 
at least through the end of the year. 
The Recovery Center had been set 
to take over operations of the Log 
Cabin when the COVID-19 pan-
demic hit and ultimately inked a 
sublease with the city of West 
Hollywood for the property on May 
4. He said meetings at both recov-
ery locations would resume once 
the county moves into phase three 
and declares in-person gatherings to 
be safe. 

After pivoting to Zoom in the 
wake of the pandemic to hold vari-
ous 12-step and other “anonymous” 
meetings related to addiction, Van 
der Velde said that the online meet-
ings initially maintained roughly the 
same number of attendees. 
However, six months later, he said 
that attendance had dropped to 
roughly half, about 85% of whom 
live in the area. Before the pandem-
ic, 7,000 individuals attended meet-
ings at the Recovery Center each 
month in addition to the 29 meet-

photo by Edwin Folven 

The Log Cabin in West Hollywood has long been home to 12-step pro-
grams and meetings for people in recovery.  

ings a week held inside the Log 
Cabin. 

“I think they’re doing the best 
they can,” he said, underscoring 
that in-person interactions are “far 
more effective” in creating connec-
tions. “I believe addiction is about 
community connection and without 
that sense of connection and com-
munity, I think it’s tough for anyone 
to get and stay sober.” 

Duran said that while the precise 
amount of the rental agreement for 
the fifth level of the parking struc-
ture had yet to be determined, funds 
collected would go toward recovery 
services. He estimated that the city 
spends roughly $500,000 annually 
on drug addiction and alcoholism 
recovery services. 

“A whole lot of recovery work 
happens [in-person] that I think is 
really important to the soul of the 
community,” Duran said. 

He highlighted the importance 
of the routines connected with in-
person meetings as particularly 
important, citing the ritual of 
preparing coffee for the meetings, 
greeting people in person and even 
getting dressed to leave the house 
for some attendees. “You take out 

one of the cards from the house of 
cards and you run the risk of bring-
ing down the house of cards,” 
Duran said. 

As a result of the isolation 
brought on by the pandemic, Van 
der Velde said that patterns in West 
Hollywood mirror the national 
trend of increased slippages, relaps-
es and overdoses. In anticipation of 
shifting several of the meetings to 
the parking structure, a decision 
that will ultimately come down to 
each individual meeting group, he 
said that groups will have to decide 
just how they want to continue now 
that Zoom meetings are part of the 
current landscape.  

“It will be interesting to see how 
people deal with the anonymity 
issue,” Van der Velde said, noting 
that some groups might opt to hold 
hybrid meetings. After scheduling 
meetings for the West Hollywood 
Recovery Center and Log Cabin, he 
said that the space would be made 
available to other organizations for 
meetings if possible. 

“The quicker we can safely get 
meetings happening in person, the 
better the overall community will 
function,” he said. 

“Society in every state is a blessing, but government, even in its best 
state, is but a necessary evil; in its worst state, an intolerable one.” 

 
Thomas Paine 
1737-1809 
Common Sense, January 9-10, 1776 
 
 
 

(source: “Bartlett’s Familiar Quotations”)

Notable quotes
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On Aug. 22, U.S. Rep. Adam 
Schiff (D-Burbank) voted yes on 
H.R. 8015, the Delivering for 
America Act, a critical bill to save 
the U.S. Postal Service. The bill 
passed the House by a vote of 257-
150. 

“Every day, millions of 
Americans rely on the USPS – to 
receive medications, conduct busi-
ness, stay in contact, and, beginning 
in just a few weeks, vote by mail. 
That’s why I just voted to protect the 
USPS from damage and delays 
resulting from the actions of the 
Trump administration’s Postmaster 
General, Louis DeJoy,” Schiff said. 
“While the Postmaster General has 
suspended his sweeping new restric-
tions that are negatively impacting 
veterans, small businesses and 
everyday Americans, we have a 
ways to go. These policies must be 
reversed and critically needed fund-
ing for the USPS must be provided.” 

The Delivering for America Act 
has several key provisions, includ-
ing prohibiting the Postal Service 
from implementing or approving 

any changes to the operations or ser-
vice levels in effect on Jan. 1, 2020, 
that would impede prompt, reliable 
and efficient service.  The prohibi-
tion remains in effect during the 
duration of the coronavirus public 
health emergency or January 2021, 
whichever is later. 

It also requires the Postal Service 
to treat all election mail as first-class 
mail and provides $25 billion in crit-
ically-needed emergency appropria-
tions for the Postal Service, the level 
of funding recommended by the 
USPS Board of Governors, which is 
composed of Trump administration 
appointees. 

U.S. Rep. Ted W. Lieu (D-
Torrance) also praised the House 
passage of the Delivering for 
America Act.  

“In the last few months, my office 

has received complaints about slow, 
incomplete and inadequate mail ser-
vice in our district,” Lieu said. "We 
now know that these recent prob-
lems are driven by cuts and changes 
made to the USPS by the Trump 
administration. Poor mail service 
hurts our country. We just passed the 
Delivering for America Act because 
Trump's efforts to dismantle the 
Postal Service haven't gone unno-
ticed and won't go unchecked. 
Americans rely on timely mail ser-
vice for their businesses, their 
health, their finances and everything 
in between. Good mail service is 
even more essential during the pan-
demic and will be critical to our 
democracy in November. We are 
committed to ensuring everyone’s 
right to vote, and protecting our 
Postal Service is critical to protect-
ing vote by mail.” 

For information, visit 
schiff.house.gov and lieu.house.gov.  

Re “Marijuana excluded from 
smoke-free ordinance,” Aug. 20 
issue 

 
When I brought the concept for a 

smoke-free housing ordinance 
before the city of West 
Hollywood’s Rent Stabilization 
Commission (of which I am the 
current chair) – which then 
approved it and sent it on to City 
Council – I knew we might not get 

a perfect ordinance, but that it was 
past time for West Hollywood to 
enact an ordinance to protect the 
health of our non-smoking resi-
dents. 

After a nearly three year process, 
unfortunately, what council 
approved, while “better than noth-
ing” is a very weak ordinance. 
Marijuana smoking and vaping of 
any kind is allowed in residential 
units. While new tenancies will be 
smoke free, there is no plan in place 
as to how long existing smokers 
will be allowed to continue smok-
ing in their apartments – possibly 
until they move. There is to be no 
registry of existing smoking units 

that potential new tenants could ref-
erence before making a determina-
tion [whether] they wish to move 
next door to a smoker. Council said 
it wants to do a citywide survey 
about what, if anything, they want 
to do about those existing smoking 
tenancies. They really punted on 
the issue. 

We (or at least I) elect our offi-
cials to work on our behalf and to 
make decisions to protect our 
health. Did the federal government 
do a survey before they mandated 
seat belts, removed leaded gasoline 
from the market, mandated full dis-
closure of any potentially toxic sub-
stances in our food or products we 

bring into our home? No, they 
acted in the public’s best interest. 
Both Mayor Horvath and Mayor 
Pro Tempore Heilman summed it 
up neatly at the end of their com-
ments. While there was extensive 
discussion on the rights of marijua-
na smokers, there was no discus-
sion on how to help our existing 
tenants who are being exposed on a 
daily basis to toxic secondhand 
smoke in their own homes. 

West Hollywood, the creative 
city, could have done much better. 
What a shame. 

 
Rob Bergstein 
West Hollywood 

Re “’Uplift Melrose’ plan would 
transform popular avenue,” Aug. 20 
issue 

 
As a longtime Melrose Avenue-

adjacent business owner, I thought it 
appropriate to let you know that I 
fully and enthusiastically support 
this project. I would love to see 
Melrose Avenue between Fairfax 
and Highland become a vibrant, 
safe, pedestrian- and bicycle-friend-
ly shopping and dining corridor. 
Melrose Avenue already has nation-
al brand name recognition and with 
“Uplift Melrose,” it can fulfill its 
potential to become one of the most 
charming and memorable experi-
ences in Los Angeles and provide a 

major draw for tourists in the future. 
The amount of foot traffic this pro-
ject will bring will help to revitalize 
retail businesses along Melrose 
Avenue, hit hard by the pandemic, 
and will generate substantial 
increases in sales tax revenue for the 
city. 

I have informed both 
Councilmembers [Paul] Koretz and 
[David] Ryu that I would be pleased 
to express my support to the Los 
Angeles City Council regarding this 
exciting and vital project.  

 
Richard Pink, 
president 
Pink’s Hot Dogs, Inc. 

 
As a longtime business owner 

and resident of the Melrose District, 
there is nothing more that Melrose 
needs especially now, than this 
change. Slowing down the traffic on 

the streets and allowing more room 
for customers will help our stores 
and restaurants immensely. This 
will also help beautify the historic 
and iconic street of Melrose. 

The better lighting and landscap-
ing will add security for us as resi-
dents. Updated crosswalks and 
slower traffic will be beneficial as 
well for the safety and well-being of 
not only residents, but those who 
patronize Melrose. There are way 
too many “close calls” and actual 
accidents due to people driving too 
fast on Melrose. Specifically, [at] 
the crosswalk right adjacent to 
Fairfax High School, we have wit-
nessed pedestrians getting struck by 
cars, and near accidents almost 
daily. Please take these points into 
consideration. 

 
Mike Shab 
Melrose District 

We need help in improving our 
neighborhood as proposed by the 
“Uplift Melrose” project, which we 
have read and analyzed. This project 
has been endorsed by local business 
and property owners and residents in 
the neighborhood to enhance the 
quality of their businesses and our 
neighborhood and synagogue. We 
have considered the project’s pros 
and cons in reaching this conclusion.  

As residents, we know that the 
area has needed improvements for 
quite some time. On behalf of myself 
and the congregants of Temple 
Young Israel, we urge support [for] 
the city’s grant application for the 
“Uplift Melrose” project. 

  
Joe Mizrahi 
Young Israel of Los Angeles 

 
I am a longtime resident of the 

Melrose area. I moved there in 

1963. I attended all public schools 
until I graduated Fairfax High 
School in ‘74. It’s been 54 years of 
total residency [and] I’m still here. 
I’m also a property owner and 
stakeholder in the community. 

I’ve served as a community 
leader and activist, working with 
both tenant and property owners on 
Melrose, and on the other side of the 
business area, the residential sector. 

A poll was taken and the consen-
sus was many of the solutions are 
incorporated within “Uplift 
Melrose.” I am in full support of 
positive change and activating safe 
public neighborhoods. Let’s all par-
ticipate in positive change. Let’s 
bring about solutions to any chal-
lenges such as parking [and] make it 
work for everyone. 

 
Elijah Rosenberg 
Formosa Avenue 

There is a major problem with the 
new proposal that needs to be 
addressed first before this project, or 
anything like it, can begin. This pro-
posal will be a huge project and will 
involve hundreds of people’s lives, 
their homes, business people who 
do not live in this area and other 
property owners for years to come. 

The big problem will be parking. 
I have been a property and store 
owner on Melrose for over 40 years. 
I have doubts if this project can or 
should ever be started. Thank you 
for bringing this issue forward to 
our community. 

 
Richard J. Jebejian 
Melrose District 

After reading your article, I felt 
that I had to respond. Sorry to say 
that this feels like deja vu with 
local government organizations 
trying to push something over on 
the people of Melrose Village, 
except for the fact that we are in 
the middle of a horrific pandemic 
and the deadline [to apply for a 
grant} for this project is less than 
30 days away. Both of these obsta-
cles hinder our outreach ability to 
inform and poll the local residents 
as we did for the Stanley Plaza 
project. 

This proposal, as it stands now, 
has way too many unanswered 
questions and some unreasonable 
and unnecessary ideas. Melrose 
Avenue is a main east-west artery. 
The proposed “traffic diet” with a 
reduction of one lane in each 
direction on Melrose, to allow for 
a 22 block bicycle lane, will force 

all that additional traffic into our 
local residential neighborhoods. 
The impact will be substantial. 

We have heard for years from 
the merchants and restaurants that 
one of the biggest problems on 
Melrose is parking. This proposal 
includes a great reduction in park-
ing spaces. We have not seen a 
traffic impact study nor have we 
heard how they plan to accommo-
date for the loss of existing 
metered parking spaces. Our local, 
residential streets already bear the 
burden of additional parked cars 
stemming for Melrose. This pro-
posal will increase that number, 
leaving fewer spaces available for 
residents and our guests. 

My objection to this proposal is 
the necessity of an immediate 
timeline and total lack of trans-
parency as this project was being 
developed. As a longtime local res-

ident, and knowing my neighbors, 
I’m sure we would all support and 
be delighted to see improvements 
made to Melrose Avenue. I person-
ally love the idea of trees, repair-
ing and improving the sidewalks 
and additional lighting. 

 
Karen Hebert 
Stanley Avenue 

 
Is the plan for thousands of cars 

to magically disappear? Beverly 
and Santa Monica boulevards are 
already beyond capacity during 
normal times and making Melrose 
one lane will only exacerbate this 
bad situation. 

Yes, it is nice for the few people 
that live in the neighborhood, but 
at the expense of the thousands 
that drive through? If there were 
transportation alternatives, like 
elevated rail lines, then this might 

be a plan that makes sense. But 
until then, spare us the pain. 

 
Harlan Levinson 
Los Angeles 
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Congressmen support protections for U.S. Postal Service

Letters to the Editor
‘Uplift Melrose’ plan  
will revitalize 
shopping district

New plan for Melrose 
Avenue is an  
ill-conceived idea

WeHo anti-smoking  
law is a missed  
opportunity

U.S. Rep. Adam Schiff

http://kramerlaw.biz
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Los Angeles County renters affect-
ed by the coronavirus pandemic are 
encouraged to apply for the county’s 
$100 million COVID-19 Rent Relief 
program through Aug. 31. 

The program is being adminis-
tered by the Los Angeles County 
Development Authority using feder-
al CARES Act funds and will assist 
8,000 to 9,000 households. 

The emergency rental assistance is 
intended to help low-income tenants 
who have not paid rent or are behind 
due to hardships caused by the pan-
demic. Amounts received will vary, 
with those who are most in need 
receiving more assistance. 

The program is available to all res-

idents of the county who qualify, 
with the exception of residents living 
in the city of Los Angeles, as the city 
also received its own allocation of 
federal CARES Act funds and 
offered a similar program. Rent relief 
payments will be directly made to 
property owners. A W-9 and partici-
pation agreement are needed from 
property owners to receive rental 
income on behalf of their qualified 
tenant; property owners must agree 
to the terms of the participation 
agreement. Citizenship documenta-
tion will not be requested from any 
party, renter or property owner. 

For information, visit 
rentrelief.lacda.org.

Rent relief program still open

Since its inception in 1985, AIDS 
Walk Los Angeles has inspired hun-
dreds of thousands of people to walk 
in support of the fight against HIV 
and AIDS, and millions more to 
donate to the cause. 

Even in the middle of the COVID-
19 pandemic, AIDS Project Los 
Angeles Health, which organizes 
AIDS Walk Los Angeles, has 
received an outpouring of support. 
Due to the pandemic, APLA Health 
organized its first online AIDS Walk 
LA 2020, an online campaign. The 
digital “walk” has been transformed 
into a fundraiser highlighting the 
theme “Get With the Programs.” 

The campaign illustrates APLA 
Health’s programs dedicated to the 
well-being of the LGBTQ+ commu-
nity and individuals living with 
HIV/AIDS. The digital event ends 
on Sept. 13.  

“COVID-19 has changed the way 
we have lived our life, but AIDS 
Walk Los Angeles is a one-of-a-kind 
show of strength from a diverse 
community that doesn’t back down, 
not even this year. We may not be 
able to gather as we normally would, 
but we can still end the HIV epidem-
ic together,” APLA Health CEO 
Craig Thompson said in a statement. 
“COVID-19 has once again high-
lighted the health disparities that 
exist in our community. Both the 
novel coronavirus and HIV are 
affecting Black and Latinx commu-
nities at disproportionate rates.” 

Participants can choose their 
“walk” from APLA Health’s three 
primary service categories – care, 
support and education. They will 
receive and distribute content direct-
ly tied to their category that can be 
shared with friends, family and spon-
sors about the program they are most 
passionate about, according to a 
press release. 

Alex Medina, director of commu-
nications for APLA Health who also 
oversees communication manage-
ment for AIDS Walk LA 2020, said 
all proceeds benefit APLA Health’s 
care, prevention and advocacy pro-
grams, as well as other HIV/AIDS 
service organizations.  

“I’m an out gay man. The HIV 
epidemic started a year after my 
birth,” Medina said. “I sort of made 
it my life’s mission to work and help 
more people living with HIV. This 
year’s [AIDS Walk LA] is still hap-
pening and we are taking precau-
tions.”  

Although there will be no physical 
walk, people are still encouraged to 
walk in their neighborhoods while 

remaining 6-feet apart, wearing face 
coverings and adhering to public 
health guidelines.  

Medina added that AIDS Walk 
LA was one of the first fundraising 
walks organized in the fight against 
HIV. In 2019, walkers and support-
ers raised more than $1.8 million. 
Since 1985, the walk has raised 
approximately $90 million for those 
in need, such as Los Angeles resident 
Lily Anderson.  

Anderson is a trans woman who 
transitioned in 2018. She said prior 
to her transition, she suffered from 
physical, mental and emotional dis-
tress.  

“I had no support. If someone had 
asked me ‘where do you see yourself 
in five years?’ There was a blank,” 
Anderson said. “I had a feeling I was 
going to die young.” 

But Anderson was able to connect 
with mental health services through 
APLA Health.  

“I would not be alive without 
them,” Anderson said. “APLA 
Health saves lives. Donations help 
save people like me.” 

AIDS Walk LA and APLA Health 
has helped many people throughout 
the years, Medina said. The walk 
was first held at Paramount Studios 
until 2001, when it was moved to 
West Hollywood because of security 
concerns at the studios after the Sept. 
11, 2001, terrorist attacks. AIDS 
Walk Los Angeles later relocated to 
Grand Park in downtown L.A. in 
2016. 

West Hollywood City 
Councilman John Duran said the city 
was a logical choice to host the event 
when changes were needed in 2001.  

“They were looking for a host and 
West Hollywood stepped in,” Duran 
said. “West Hollywood has always 
played a central role in fighting dis-
ease and fighting homophobia.” 

Duran, who is HIV positive, added 
that he is glad to see the walk contin-
ue during the pandemic. He has an 
extensive personal history advocat-
ing for the LGBTQ+ community and 
for individuals living with 
HIV/AIDS. His activism and work 
were motivated by the death of his 
friend, Scott Fleener, who died from 
complications caused by AIDS in 
1985  

“He was the first friend that I lost,” 
Duran said. “There were 100 of us 
doing it [advocacy work], but that is 
what motivated me – a loss of a good 
friend.” 

Duran said AIDS became the 
“scarlet letter.” Individuals who were 
diagnosed with HIV could no longer 
hide their sexuality.  

The HIV/AIDS epidemic radical-
ized the LGBTQ+ community, but it 
also changed how society accepted 
them, Duran said. People had to 
come out of the closet, and it made 
society realize brothers, coworkers, 

By Jose Herrera                

photo by Donna Aceto/courtesy of APLA Health 

Tens of thousands of people participated in the 2019 AIDS Walk Los 
Angeles and contributed to the fight against HIV and AIDS. 

AIDS Walk LA makes an impact as a virtual event
lifelong friends and loved ones were 
LGBTQ+, Duran said. 

Duran added that AIDS Walk LA 
is very heartening and a form of rad-
ical action. The first walk held in 
West Hollywood in 2001 was the 
most memorable for him, Duran 
said. 

“I remember getting on that stage 
and just years before, I was down in 
the crowd,” Duran said. “It was 
incredible to see a sea of Angelenos 
ready for the walk. I was always 
more impressed with the thousands 
of people who were ready to walk, 
many of whom were not gay, not 
LGBTQ but just people across L.A. 
joining for one cause.” 

n APLA Health  
continues program 
during pandemic

https://www.bhtota.org


A motion authored by Los 
Angeles City Councilmen Paul 
Koretz, 5th District, and Mike 
Bonin, 11th District, regarding the 
city’s protected tree ordinance was 
approved on Aug. 19 by the Los 
Angeles City Council. 

The motion instructs the city’s 
Urban Forestry Division and Forest 
Officer Rachel Malarich to con-
vene and consult with stakeholder 
groups to determine methods to 
preserve native tree cover and habi-
tat areas, limit damage to trees dur-
ing development, and potentially 
add more trees based on circumfer-
ence and species notability to the 
protected list. 

The motion originated from con-
cerns raised by hillside community 
members in Bel Air, Laurel Canyon 
and Mandeville Canyon about how 
trees are being too easily removed 
by developers, even before devel-
opment permit applications are 
submitted. Trees are not being pro-
tected during construction and 
building permits are routinely 
issued without the Los Angeles 

Department of Building and Safety 
being aware of the presence of pro-
tected trees on affected properties, 
the councilmen said. A simple sug-
gested fix could be to prioritize 
trees at the top of the building and 
safety checklist, rather than the bot-
tom, where they are an after-
thought, Koretz and Bonin added. 

“The effort to strengthen our 
protected tree ordinance grew out 
of and was shaped by meetings I 
had with hillside community mem-
bers who are more than concerned 
to see our protected trees falling 
prey to unscrupulous developers 
under saw blades and bulldozers, 
when they are supposed to be pro-
tected by city ordinance,” Koretz 
said. “The City Council file is 
filled with supportive letters from 
neighborhood councils as diverse 
as Bel Air-Beverly Crest to 
Rampart Village to Historic 
Highland Park, all emphasizing 
concern for how fast and easily the 
protected tree ordinance is current-
ly being circumvented. It’s insani-
ty. Trees are our first, best defense 

against the climate catastrophe 
which is still unfolding before our 
eyes and are essential habitat for 
the creatures with whom we share 
the region.” 

“Protecting and expanding our 
urban forest is imperative. Trees 
fight climate change. Trees beauti-
fy our neighborhoods. Trees pro-
vide vital shade cover to people 
when they are outdoors,” Bonin 
added. “As we work to increase the 
number of trees in Los Angeles, we 
need to be far more aggressive in 
protecting existing trees. The City 
Council directed public works staff 
to develop a landmark trees pro-
gram to designate and protect trees 
identified as landmark trees, and to 
work with environmentalists and 
community groups to strengthen 
and expand the applicability of our 
protected tree ordinance, which 
needs to be much tougher. I am 
proud to co-sponsor and support 
these actions and to work with ded-
icated environmentalists to grow 
and protect our urban canopy in 
Los Angeles.” 

Some of the ecosystem benefits 
provided by trees include the 
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Three, four, five, six months of not 
paying rent is very complicated, 
and those matters won’t go away 
and will perhaps follow people for 
many years into the rest of their 
lives,” Councilman John D’Amico 
said. “I’m hopeful that we can 
work with [National Council of 
Jewish Women] and the other orga-
nizations … to help.” 

NCJW’s COVID-19 Rental 
Assistance Program provides finan-
cial assistance to West Hollywood 
renters who are unable to pay rent 
due to issues related to COVID-19 
(illness, loss of employment, reduc-
tion of working hours, caring for a 
household member with COVID-
19, etc.). Renters can apply for 
assistance to cover the cost of their 
rent for up to $1,000, which will be 
paid directly to the management 
company. Renters can apply for a 
second and a third grant 30 days 
after the previous month of assis-
tance is approved. According to the 
city staff report, as of Aug. 7, 
NCJW had awarded 570 grants. 
The council supported staff’s rec-
ommendation on Aug. 17 to allo-
cate $540,000 to further support the 
program through the end of 
September, in addition to the 
$665,926 in emergency support ser-
vices funding NCJW had already 
received from the city. 

The city also continues to support 
the Alliance for Housing and 
Healing, Project Angel Food, Bet 
Tzedek Legal Services and other 
organizations helping residents 
weather the fallout from the pan-
demic. 

Before the vote, Councilwoman 
Lauren Meister suggested that the 
city better codify its requirements 
for tenants who are unable to pay 
rent during the pandemic.  

“I don’t think that we have any 
consistency,” she said. “I hope staff 
can figure out a way to have a con-
sistent application process when a 
tenant is filing an application.” 

Mayor Pro Tempore John 
Heilman echoed Meister’s recom-
mendation to create notification 
standards for tenants who don’t 
have the ability to pay rent due to 

the pandemic. He also asked staff to 
work with the administering agen-
cies to further help educate resi-
dents on how best to access the city-
funded rental programs. 

“What happens once the morato-
rium is lifted and people have a year 
to repay? What happens if they 
can’t catch up?” he questioned. “I 
think we need to talk about a plan 
where the city can essentially serve 
as a backstop and protect those ten-
ants, or (be) a guarantor. I don’t 
think we should be paying it out-
right, but guaranteeing to the land-
lord, if you give the tenant addition-
al time to pay, we will make sure 
that you’re made whole in the event 
that the tenant doesn’t comply with 
that.” 

Councilman John Duran suggest-
ed that the council agendize an item 
at an upcoming meeting extending 
the rent payment moratorium once 
again for another 60 days so that it 
would expire at the end of 
November. Renters have one year 
from the end of the emergency 
order to repay the forborne rent 
without penalties. 

“It appears to me that at this point 
it is highly unlikely that the emer-
gency is going to decline in such a 
way to give us the ability to safely 
reopen our businesses, our commu-
nity, and get a lot of our workers 
back in place by the end of 
September,” he said. “I think what 
we’re trying to do is prevent any of 
our residents from becoming home-
less, especially our long term resi-
dents who are living in rent-con-
trolled units.” 

Mayor Lindsey Horvath empha-
sized how important it was for the 
city to continue to fight for access 
to various funding sources that may 
be available. 

“We know that there’s no end in 
site and so we’re continuing to fight 
for not only our share of the 
CARES Act funding that has 
already passed, but also continuing 
to fight at the federal level to make 
sure that local governments and our 
residents in the local level are 
included in that conversation,” she 
said. 

We’re Open! Come On In!

Ensuring the safety of Allan Jeffries  
clients and staff is our primary goal.  

 
Clients and customers must have a face mask 

or covering when entering the store.  
If you don’t have a face mask or covering,  

we will provide one for you 
Gloves and hand sanitizer are provided as well.  

 
Plexiglass separates employees and clients, 

tools are sanitized, and the staff  
cleans the store routinely. 

 
Health protocols and safety measures based 
on the state and county’s orders have been 
met, and we went beyond that to create a 

welcoming space to ensure  
customers are confident coming in. 

Allan Jeffries Framing
8301 W. Third St. • Los Angeles, CA 90048 

323.655.1296 • www.allanjeffries.com

Built on an old-fashioned  
foundation of honesty and trust,  

we stand proud and look  
forward to continuing to  

serve you and the community  
now and for the future.  

“We are proud of the fact that we are 
protecting our clients and protecting 

employees both equally. 
I am really grateful and appreciative to all 

of my customers and neighbors for coming 
out in support of my business during 

tough times like this.”  

— Allan 

City of West Hollywood uses more  
funding for COVID-19 needs 
From page 2

Councilmen call for more protections for trees

photo by Edwin Folven 

The city is working to provide better protection for the urban forest. 

absorption of carbon dioxide, the 
creation of canopy shade and 
through tree roots, water retention 
and soil protection. Limiting ero-
sion helps prevent landslides. 
Trees also provide habitat for ani-
mals, insects and birds, and 
improve the livability of neighbor-
hoods, the councilmen said. 

The motion references the city’s 
recent efforts to better protect its 
wildlife areas, including preserv-

ing and enhancing biodiversity and 
protecting wildlife habitat connec-
tivity. Koretz called the efforts 
complementary. 

“Every step the city takes can 
either make things better for the 
creatures with which we share our 
environment, or make things 
worse,” Koretz said. “I’ve always 
been a strong proponent of leaving 
things in better shape than we 
found them.”

https://www.allanjeffries.com
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Stay up to date with subway con-
struction in Beverly Hills with a 
webinar on Wednesday, Sept. 2, 
from noon to 1 p.m. The online 
meeting will focus on the 
Wilshire/Rodeo and Wilshire/La 
Cienega subway stations. To listen 
to the presentation, call (213)279-
1001, and use the ID: 283 641 45#. 
Phone participants will not be able 
to participate in a Q&A session dur-
ing the webinar. Those with ques-
tions can call (213)922-6934, or 
email purplelineext@metro.net at 
least 24-hour ahead of the webinar. 
For information, visit 
metro.net/projects/notices/events_p
urpleline. 

Metro continues work in staging 
yards at both future subway stations 
in Beverly Hills, as well as many 
other locations along Wilshire 
Boulevard. At Wilshire/Rodeo, exca-

vation will continue through the first 
quarter of 2021. East of the staging 
yard, Wilshire Boulevard will be 
intermittently reduced to one lane in 
each direction between Carson Road 
and La Jolla Avenue from 6 a.m. to 9 
p.m. on Aug. 29-30. The work sup-
ports the removal of a work zone on 
Wilshire Boulevard between Gale 
and Tower Drives, and the installa-
tion of a new work zone in the inter-
section of Wilshire and San Vicente 
boulevards. 

Station construction, material 
deliveries and instrumentation is 
ongoing at Wilshire/La Cienega. 
Concrete and material deliveries to 
the Wilshire/La Cienega station box 
are anticipated to continue and addi-
tional intermittent lane reductions 
may be in place in the area during 
non-peak traffic hours. 

Through Friday, Aug. 28, Gale 
Drive will be closed daily from 4 
a.m. to 6 p.m. north of Wilshire 
Boulevard to support surface investi-
gation for the installation of a utility 
vault. The vault installation will 
occur at a later date and additional 
details will be provided. 

The K-rail work zone in the center 
lanes of the Wilshire/San Vicente 
intersection is expected to be in place 
for approximately two months and 
will support tunnel and mitigation 
work underneath Wilshire 
Boulevard. All left turns will be 
restricted in the intersection. 

Farther east, Wilshire Boulevard 
will be reduced to two lanes in each 
direction between San Diego Way 
and Spaulding Avenue through 

August 2021. A work zone at the 
southwest corner of Wilshire 
Boulevard and Fairfax Avenue is in 
place to support appendage construc-
tion for the future Wilshire/Fairfax 
subway station. 

At the Wilshire/Fairfax subway 
construction staging yard, hauling 
and concrete pouring continue 24-
hours. Ogden Drive will be closed 
intermittently Monday through 
Saturday at Wilshire Boulevard. 
Orange Grove Avenue remains 
closed south of Wilshire Boulevard. 
Intermittent lane closures may be in 
place to support deck panel mainte-
nance and soil investigation in the 
Wilshire/Fairfax station area. 

Through Friday, Aug. 28, Wilshire 
Boulevard will be reduced to a single 
lane in each direction between 
Burnside and Spaulding avenues. 
The traffic control supports construc-
tion of cross passages between the 
two underground subway tunnels. 

Hauling and deliveries continue to 
and from the construction staging 
yards at Wilshire/La Brea. 
Underground construction support is 
also ongoing at those sites. 

From Friday, Aug. 28, through 
Saturday, Feb. 27, 2021, Wilshire 
Boulevard will be reduced to two 
lanes in each direction between 
Detroit and June streets, and Orange 
Drive will be closed north of 
Wilshire Boulevard, to support the 
construction of station appendages 
adjacent to the Wilshire/La Brea sta-
tion. Daily lane closures supporting 
station construction will continue 
through the end of 2020 and Wilshire 

Metro plans webinar on Beverly Hills subway work

photo by Edwin Folven 

From Aug. 28, through Feb. 27, Wilshire Boulevard will be reduced to two 
lanes in each direction between Detroit and June streets, and Orange 
Drive will be closed north of Wilshire Boulevard, to support the construc-
tion of station appendages adjacent to the Wilshire/La Brea station.

Boulevard may also intermittently 
be reduced to a single lane in each 
direction from 6 a.m. to 4 p.m., and 
9 p.m. to 5 a.m., between Detroit 
Street and Highland Avenue. 

Work also continues at a work 
zone in the center of Wilshire 
Boulevard just west of Rimpau 
Boulevard. Wilshire Boulevard has 
been reduced to two lanes in each 
direction between June Street and 
Muirfield Road. The work zone sup-
ports concrete pouring underground 
in the subway tunnels and is expect-
ed to be in place through the end of 
September. 

Near Wilshire/Western, tunneling 
support, cross passage excavation 
and street maintenance work is also 

ongoing 24-hours at a staging yard 
just west of the intersection of 
Wilshire Boulevard and Western 
Avenue. Northbound Manhattan 
Place will be closed intermittently 
just north of Wilshire Boulevard 
from 4 a.m. to midnight., Monday 
through Friday, and 8 a.m. to 11 
p.m., Saturday and Sunday. Access 
to businesses will be maintained. 
Intermittent single-lane closures 
may also occur on Wilshire 
Boulevard between Western Avenue 
and Manhattan Place. 

For questions and concerns, call 
the 24-hour project hotline at 
(213)922-6934, email the project 
team at purplelineext@metro.net, or 
visit metro.net.

photo by Edwin Folven 

More lane closures are planned 
near Wilshire and San Vicente 
boulevards.

https://www.ladwp.com/ladwp/faces/ladwp/residential/r-financialassistance?_afrLoop=318172846267122&_afrWindowMode=0&_afrWindowId=null#%40%3F_afrWindowId%3Dnull%26_afrLoop%3D318172846267122%26_afrWindowMode%3D0%26_adf.ctrl-state%3D52tgvgnl8_21


Los Angeles City Councilman 
David Ryu, 4th District, introduced 
a motion on Aug. 26 instructing the 
city clerk to report on options to 
expand ballot drop-off centers for 

the November 2020 election. 
The United States Postal Service, 

ahead of an election season in 
which a record number of mail-in 
ballots are expected to be cast, has 

made operational changes that 
could impact its ability to process 
mail quickly, Ryu said. The motion 
seeks to put ballot drop-off loca-
tions throughout the city where vot-

ers can safely deposit a mail-in bal-
lot without relying on the USPS. 

“Americans have fought and died 
to secure the right to vote, and we 
won’t let Donald Trump or his 
enablers take that away,” Ryu said. 
“California is fortunate to have uni-
versal mail-in voting, but during the 
COVID-19 pandemic and cuts at 

the USPS, we need to expand our 
resources to ensure every Angeleno 
can vote easily and safely.” 

With COVID-19 still active, 
alternatives to in-person voting 
have become crucial to ensure 
everyone, including seniors and 
immuno-compromised people, can 
still cast their ballots, Ryu said.

Ryu seeks ballot drop-off centers for election
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6333 W. 3rd St.  at the Farmers Market 
(323) 933-8446 • (323) 933-8447  

Frances@Dupars-psr.com

Add Bacon or  
Turkey Links  - $2.95 

Add 2 Eggs - $3.95

Dine in Only! 

ALL YOU CAN EAT HOT CAKES - $7.95! 
WEEKDAYS 6AM-9AM!

Follow Us! 
@duparsfm

Schiff helps ensure food 
reaches people in need

photo courtesy of U.S. Rep. Adam Schiff’s office 

U.S. Rep. Adam Schiff (D-Burbank) helped distribute meals to 
Angelenos in need on Aug. 20 in partnership with Project Angel Food 
and the Los Angeles Unified School District’s Grab and Go meal pro-
gram. Schiff helped assemble meals at a Grab and Good center at 
Thomas Starr King Middle School in East Hollywood and helped 
deliver meals with Project Angel Food. As the COVID-19 pandemic, 
excessive heat and wildfires affected Los Angeles, Schiff said 
Angelenos rely on services from LAUSD and Project Angel Food.

Los Angeles City Attorney Mike 
Feuer announced on Aug. 21 that his 
office has filed over 300 criminal 
charges against the owners and 
operators of four downtown build-
ings and three businesses for alleged 
fire code and safety violations fol-
lowing a massive fire and explosion 
in May that injured 12 firefighters. 

The charges follow multi-agency 
inspections of the downtown L.A. 
buildings and businesses by the Los 
Angeles Fire Department, LAFD’s 
Arson Unit, Los Angeles Police 
Department and the Los Angeles 
Department of Building and Safety. 

“The fire and explosion that 
ripped through the Boyd Street 
property caused our firefighters 
great suffering, and came perilously 
close to costing their lives. We’ll do 
everything we can to hold the own-
ers and operators of buildings and 
businesses responsible for comply-
ing with our fire and safety codes,” 
Feuer said. “The public is counting 
on us to protect them from a poten-
tial catastrophe.” 

The fire, which was visible from 
miles away, allegedly started at 327 
Boyd St., a building owned by 

Steve Sungho Lee and housed the 
businesses Smoke Totes, Green 
Buddha and Bio Hazard. The 
flames quickly spread to a building 
at 325 E. Boyd St., also owned by 
Lee and where Green Buddha and 
Bio Hazard also allegedly operate. 
Lee was charged with 36 counts for 
violations at 327 Boyd St. and 50 
counts for violations at 325 Boyd 
St. 

Two additional buildings, also 
owned by Lee, are located at 309 S. 
San Pedro St. – where Smoke Totes 
also allegedly operated –and 5719 
S. Avalon Blvd. Lee has been 
charged with 46 additional counts 
for violations at the San Pedro street 
locations, and three more counts for 
violations at the building on Avalon 
Boulevard. 

All four of the properties alleged-
ly were found to have illegal storage 
of hazardous materials. 

Smoke Tokes, as one of the oper-
ators of the properties, has also been 
charged with 36 counts for viola-
tions found at 327 Boyd St. and 46 
counts for violations found at 309 S. 
San Pedro St. Green Buddha, which 
is owned by Smoke Tokes, and Bio 

Hazard – two additional operators – 
are charged with 36 counts for vio-
lations at 327 Boyd St. and 50 
counts for violations found at 325 
Boyd St. 

Charges include violations of the 
Los Angeles Municipal Code and 
the California Penal Code. They 
include multiple violations of fail-
ure to comply with LADBS and 
LAFD orders for fire code and 
building code violations. 

Feuer said the most egregious 
violation allegedly occurred at the 
327 Boyd St.  property and include 
conspiracy to endanger the public 
health, which encompasses failure 
to maintain aisles, failure to have 
hazmat warning signs, failure to 
have no smoking signs, failure to 
classify hazardous commodities, 
illegal storage height, over-height 
storage, failure to obtain a facility 
permit, hazmat storage without 
proper permits, improper shelf stor-
age, failure to identify aerosols, fail-
ure to have key boxes, failure to 
have proper sprinkler coverage and 
failure to maintain a safe building. 
Arraignment for all of the cases is 
scheduled on Nov. 19.

Feuer files charges in blaze that injured firefighters

http://dupars.net/Store/
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The Los Angeles City Council 
voted on Aug. 25 to become a Fair 
Trade City, to celebrate World Fair 
Trade Day every year on the second 
Saturday in May and will begin to 
take steps to practice fair trade prin-
ciples in city purchasing. 

Councilmen Paul Koretz, 5th 
District; Mike Bonin, 11th District; 
and Joe Buscaino, 15th District, 
introduced a motion and a resolution 
in January encouraging diverse 
businesses and organizations to 
increase the citywide understanding 
of fair trade, increase the availability 
of fair trade products among retail-
ers and add fair trade principles to 
city government’s Environmentally-
Preferable Purchasing Program. 

The core principles of fair trade 
ensure fair labor practices, healthy 
and safe work environments, fair 
prices, worker empowerment, com-
munity investment and environmen-
tally-sustainable practices and prod-
ucts. The rules protect children and 
women from trafficking and slavery, 
and ensure fair wages and working 
conditions for employees. Fair trade 
products include coffee, chocolate, 

honey, bananas and other fruits and 
vegetables, nuts, rice, sugar, tea and 
wine. 

“We’ve been working hard lately 
revamping our purchasing policies, 
including moving away from any 
Brazilian products due to the inten-
tional and insane wildfires still today 
being set in the Amazon rainforest,” 
Koretz said. “Given the chaos that’s 
been going on in 2020, and the cele-
bration of the hundredth anniversary 
of women’s suffrage, I believe this is 
exactly the right moment to bring 
forward this fantastic fair trade 
vision to guide us into a purchasing 
future that is more sane, more just 
and more fair to all the city’s part-
ners around the globe.” 

“Passing this fair trade legislation 
makes Los Angeles the largest Fair 
Trade City in America,” said Elisha 
Chan, executive director of Fair 
Trade LA. “Los Angeles is a city 
with a huge purchasing power and 
international influence. The impact 
of our fair trade purchases has a rip-
ple effect across the nations. Fair 
Trade is a national and international 
movement to ensure that the farmers 

and producers behind the products 
we purchase are paid a fair wage and 
working in a safe environment with 
no child labor. Fair Trade is not only 
a working model to ending poverty 
through job creation, but it is also a 
solution to ending human traffick-
ing, especially labor trafficking in 
the most vulnerable developing 
communities.” 

The inaugural World Fair Trade 
Day in Los Angeles will be 
observed on May 8, 2021. For 
information, visit fairtrade-
la.org/pages/la-campaign.

“Passing this fair 
trade legislation 

makes Los 
Angeles the 

largest Fair Trade 
City in America.”  

 
Elisha Chan,  

executive director 
Fair Trade LA

Los Angeles Mayor Eric 
Garcetti has nominated Maria 
“Lou” Calanche to the Los 
Angeles Board of Police 
Commissioners, adding an East 
L.A. community activist, public 
policy expert and vital voice for 
justice to the city’s leadership in 
policing. Calanche would suc-
ceed Sandra Figueroa-Villa, who 
is leaving the board. 

“Lou has dedicated her life and 
career to empowering, strength-
ening and lifting up L.A.’s youth, 
and that makes her the ideal 
leader to help us reimagine public 
safety in Los Angeles,” Garcetti 
said. “Lou’s presence and per-
spective will bring fresh thinking 
and innovative ideas to our police 
commission, help us deepen rela-
tionships between the LAPD and 
the communities it serves and 
keep us on course to a safer, more 
just and more equitable city.” 

Calanche is a professor of 
political science at East Los 

Angeles Community College and 
the founder and executive direc-
tor of Legacy LA, a youth devel-
opment organization helping at-
risk youth in Ramona Gardens 
reach their full potential and lead 
change in their neighborhoods.  
She has also been involved in the 
Invest in Youth campaign, where 
she has helped lead a citywide 
effort to expand funding for youth 
development and improve ties 
between the city’s young people 
and law enforcement. 

“Every day, I work to serve this 
city’s future by empowering our 
youth, and sitting on the police 
commission is yet another way to 
give back to our communities and 
find creative ways to invest in our 
diverse neighborhoods,” 
Calanche said. 

Calanche’s nomination is sub-
ject to review by the City 
Council. If confirmed, she would 
replace Figueroa-Villa, who has 
served since 2013.

Mayor nominates new member  
to L.A. police commission

https://farmersmarketla.com
http://dupars.net/Store/
http://www.roxyandjos.com
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6333 W. Third St.  • Farmers Market  • 323.938.5131 
www.marcondas.com 

Now Carrying  
In Emily’s Kitchen Spices! 

Try the Steak & Burger Blend  
on our Gourmet Burgers! 

Open Monday–Saturday:  
9 a.m. - 5 p.m. 

Sunday: 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. 
Family Owned at the Farmers Market for 79 Years 

Serving the finest meats and poultry in Los Angeles

Get Ready To Grill For Labor Day! 
Burgers, Steaks, Chops, Ribs

  
@duparsfm

Follow Us!
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Wine dinner at  
Jane Q tonight 

Executive chef Jeffrey Williams 
has partnered with Precept 

Wines to bring guests a safe and 
socially distanced wine-and-dine 
experience on the fifth floor 
Skyline Deck of the Kimpton 
Everly Hotel tonight at 7 p.m. A 
limited number of guests will be 
able to enjoy a four-course meal 
paired with a variety of Callaway 
Cellar Wines. Safety and sanitation 
measures have been put into place. 

Call to make your reservations on 
Open Table or call Jane Q.  1800 
Argyle Ave., (213) 279-3534. 

 

Hollywood Bowl 
Supper to go 
 

Tonight is the first night 
Angelenos can order Suzanne 

Goin’s famous seafood extravagan-
za for curbside contactless pickup in 
Lot A of the Hollywood Bowl. 
Suppers are available to go on 
Thursday, Friday and Saturday 
between 4 and 7 p.m. The seafood 

extravaganza for two people is 
$104, and includes Maryland crab 
cakes with Old Bay aioli, lobster 
rolls with Meyer lemon and herbs, 
spiced steamed shrimp with cocktail 
sauce, squash salad, coleslaw, pota-
to salad and cornmeal shortcake 
with strawberries. Order in advance 
from on Postmates and Tock, and 
delivery is available. Other menu 
items include slow roasted Scottish 
salmon, tenderloin steak and barbe-
cue to-go for two. Limited options 
are available without in advance 
order at hollywoodbowl.com/togo. 
2301 N. Highland Ave.  

Barnana and obé  
go bananas  
 

Today, Aug. 27, health and fit-
ness fans can “Go Bananas” 

during National Banana Lovers 
Day with a free virtual obé dance 
cardio class fitness class. Log onto 
obefitness.com. Barnana is a snack 
brand that turns bananas into grain-
free plantain tortilla chips, banana 
bites and banana brittle. Fans who 
tag @Barnana in a selfie on 
Instagram will have a chance to win 
a year’s supply of Barnana Bites 
and other brand swag. Barnana is 
also a founding member of the 
Upcycled Food Association, and 
has saved more than 100 million 
bananas from going to waste. For a 
list of stores or to order online, visit 
barnana.com/collections/snacks. 

 

Duff’s Cupcake Kit  
 

The do-it-yourself cake decorat-
ing studio Duff’s Cakemix 

founded by Food Network star, 
Duff Goldman, now offers DIY-at-
home cake kits to pick up and bring 
home for a fun family project. 
These kits are great for birthday 
celebrations, family activity night 
and for those who want to make a 
cake and eat it too. Cake fans can 
order the Classic or the Unicorn. 
Both are 6-inch, three-layer cakes, 
and the Sixlet kit comes with six 
unfrosted chocolate and confetti 
cupcakes with three tubes of fon-
dant in colors red, yellow and blue. 
There are two containers of butter-
cream to put in piping bags and a 
container of rainbow confetti. The 
kit comes popsicle sticks, Q-tips 
and toothpicks, along with how-to 
guides for easy decorating. 
Available through GrubHub and 
duffscakemix.com/pickup-delivery. 
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RESTAURANT NEWS 
by Jill Weinlein

https://farmersmarketla.com
http://dupars.net/Store/
https://marcondas.com
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Pickup and delivery is available on 
Saturdays from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Advanced orders are encouraged as 
weekly supplies are limited. 8302 
Melrose Ave.; 165 South De Lacey 
Ave., Pasadena; and 18734 Ventura 
Blvd., Tarzana. 

 

photo courtesy of Trejo's Tacos 

 

Trejo’s Tacos new 
menu items 

 

Through Oct. 4, Trejo’s is offer-
ing chef specials that include 

calamari tacos, a calamari burrito, a 
calamari bowl and a new breakfast 
quesadilla. The La Brea, 
Hollywood and Farmers Market 
locations are open for limited dine-
in seating, pickup and delivery. The 
Ghost Kitchen at Colony Cooks 
westside is open for delivery only. 
Visit trejostacos.com/westside. 
1556 N. Cahuenga Blvd., 
(323)461-8226; 1048 S. La Brea 
Ave., (323)938-8226; and 6333 W. 
Third St., (323)452-9008.  

dineL.A. Restaurant 
Week returns 

 

With the restaurant communi-
ty in constant flux due to the 

COVID-19 pandemic, dineL.A. 
has expanded beyond restaurant 
walls to provide diners “A Menu 
for That” moment – whether a 
special occasion, family picnic, 
day trip or dinner on the couch. 
Food ties us together, both chef to 
diner and restaurant to city. From 
Sept. 1 through 18, enjoy takeout, 
delivery and “A Menu for That” 
dining experience. The multi-
week dining event focuses social-
ly distant dining while still enjoy-
ing dineL.A.’s core tenet of bud-
get-conscious options for lunch 
and dinner. Restaurants such as 
Sushi Bar, the Milky Way and 
Severance Wine Bar will offer 
affordable picnic boxes, fondue 
kits and at-home omakase. Broad 
Street Oyster Company, Tam 
O’Shanter and Uovo will offer 
multi-course options, and a new 
crop of restaurants include deliv-
ery-focused concepts at Ggiata 
Delicatessen, pop-ups at Bar 
Restaurant’s ‘Valet Parking’ and 
fast-casual favorites Pikunico 
Fried Chicken and Sky’s Gourmet 
Tacos. Lunch menus range from 
$15 to $35, with dinner menus 
priced at $25 to $65-plus. 
Untraditional dineL.A. pricing 
models will also be available, 
depending on the restaurant. 
Prices and meal periods vary by 
restaurant and exclude beverages, 
tax and gratuity. For a full list of 
participating restaurants and their 
menus, visit dinela.com. 

Farmers Market 
dineL.A. specials 

 

The Original Farmers Market, 
corner of Third and Fairfax, is 

participating in dineL.A. 
Restaurant Week from Sept. 1-18, 
with many of its restaurants offer-

ing meal specials. The specials are 
available to enjoy al fresco on the 
market’s open dining patios, or for 
pickup or home delivery. A dozen 
market merchants have created 
lunch and dinner menus and family 
meals with Chinese, 
Mediterranean, French, Cajun and 
Mexican cuisine. Favorites such as 

fried chicken, dinner classics and 
barbecue are also offered, as well as 
fresh seafood from the market’s 
newest eatery, Roxy & Jo’s 
Seafood Grill & Oyster Bar. 
Participating merchants include 
Du-par’s Restaurant and Bakery, 
Monsieur Marcel Bistro, Roxy & 

Legendary Italian restaurateurs 
reunite at Drago Centro 

 
For over 40 years, Restaurateur Piero Selvaggio (Valentino, Valentino 

Restaurant Group) and Restaurateur/Chef Celestino Drago have been close 
friends, colleagues and competitors in the Los Angeles dining scene. Now, 
their long relationship has transcended as Drago has officially welcomed 
Selvaggio as new managing partner of Drago Centro. 

Selvaggio opened Valentino in 1972 in Santa Monica, which was widely 
regarded as one of the finest Italian restaurants in the U.S. He built a mul-
timillion-dollar restaurant empire garnering numerous James Beard 
Foundation awards, until the restaurant closed in 2018. 

Drago has also created a restaurant empire, which include IL Pastaio, 
Celestino Ristorante, Drago Bakery, Drago Ristorante and Drago Catering 
& Special Events. For the past 11 years, Drago Centro has been a premier 
dining destination in downtown L.A. 

“When I first arrived in Los Angeles, there was nothing else like 
Valentino in Santa Monica, and I always looked up to Piero as a mentor,” 
Drago said. “Piero helped me out with many of my early ventures and 
being that we are both from Sicily, we have always had a special respect 
for one another.” 

Drago Centro recently debuted a new outdoor dining patio, summer 
menu, takeout and delivery options, and curbside pickup. 

“I am very excited to bring Drago Centro to the next level in time,” 
Selvaggio said. “Celestino and I understand each other completely and we 
are focusing on the future of dining in Los Angeles. I feel the stamina of 
this new project and I am excited for all of the new things we are going to 
do together now, and in the future.” 

“I am very excited to welcome Piero to Drago Centro,” Drago added. 
“He is a longtime friend and we are going to have fun together.” 

Drago Centro is open from 5 to 10 p.m., Monday through Saturday. For 
information and reservations, call (213)228-8998, or visit 
dragocentro.com. 

photo courtesy of Drago Centro 

Longtime friends and restaurateurs Piero Selvaggio, left,  and Celestino 
Drago have formed a new partnership at Drago Centro in DTLA.

See Restaurant News page 16

http://huntingtonmeats.com
https://farmersmarketla.com/merchants/122/Market-Tavern
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Jo’s Seafood Grill & Oyster Bar, the 
Gumbo Pot, Bryan’s Pit BBQ, 
China Depot, Fritzi Coop, 
Marmalade Café, Michelina Artisan 
Boulanger, Moishe’s Restaurant and 
Trejo’s Tacos. Call merchants 
directly for pickup and delivery 
orders. 6333 W. Third St. farmers-
marketla.com. 

National Gyro Day at 
Daphne’s 
On Sept. 1, celebrate National 

Gyro Day at Daphne’s with $5 
classic pitas all day long at all loca-
tions. Celebrate a traditional Greek 
meat dish roasted on a vertical spit, 
hand-carved and topped with 
cucumber-tomato salad, red onion, 
lettuce, Greek dressing and tzatziki 
all wrapped in a warm pita. To 
order, go to daphnes.biz. 7100 Santa 
Monica Blvd., (323)969-8225; and 
3573 E. Foothill Blvd., (626)351-
5005. 

Eat, drink, rock ‘n’ roll at Market Tavern
Gary Twinn is an affable pres-

ence around the Original Farmers 
Market at Third and Fairfax. This 
charismatic British expat moved to 
the U.S. in the ‘90s to pursue a 
musical career. For the past 10 
years, he has been the bar manager 
at E.B's Beer and Wine, named 
after the market’s founder, Earl Bell 
Gilmore. Twinn also manages 
Farmers Market Bar 326, and per-
formed and booked live music on 
the West Patio before COVID-19. 

Twinn always dreamed of open-
ing a lively British pub in the for-
mer Johnny Rockets space, and 
when its latest occupant closed, 
Twinn approached the market’s 
management about opening a pub. 
Finding favor, he then spoke to 
well-known chef Brendan Collins 
of Fia, Birch, Waterloo & City, who 
agreed to help launch the venture. 

Collins, a fellow Brit from 
Nottingham, is classically trained in 
French technique and puts an ele-
vated spin on British fare. I first met 
Collins in 2016 at Birch on 
Cahuenga in Hollywood and gave 
him a stellar review in the Beverly 
Press. 

With Twinn as the (properly 
masked) front man and Collins in 
the kitchen, Market Tavern is ele-
vating British bites true to its 
menu’s promise, “just like your 
mum used to make…but better.” 

The space has a distinctive U.K. 
rock ’n’ roll vibe, with one wall dis-
playing an artful collage of British 
movie and concert posters, and 
British album covers screenshot on 
the side of the pub menu. Twinn 
curated the background music that 
includes songs by well-known 
British bands the Who, the Rolling 
Stones and the Kinks. He said live 
music performances would eventu-
ally begin happening outside on the 
nearby patio.  

“Brendan and I wanted to create 
a dining experience where guests 
feel as if they just walked in off a 
street in Chelsea, only with much 
better weather outside,” he said.  

The menu includes an array of 
British pub standards prepared with 
their own particular twists like fish 
and chips, bangers and mash with 
onion gravy, full English breakfast 
with all the fixings and five differ-
ent savory pies served with minted 
whole new potatoes and seasonal 
greens. Twinn highly recommend-

ed we order the British pies on the 
menu. “They are Collins’ specialty, 
not just any ordinary British pies,” 
he said. 

Our server, Molly, wearing a face 
mask and clear plastic face shield 
for added protection, introduced 
herself and recommended we start 
with one of their specialty cock-
tails. We opted for a refreshing 
Pimm’s Cup made with amber col-
ored Pimm’s No 1, ginger ale, mint 
and cucumber, along with Take the 
Mickey, which is similar to an 
Aperol Spritz made with Prosecco, 
Lo-Fi Amaro and a double orange 
peel twist. It offered the aroma and 
flavor of sweet citrus fruit with 
hints of ginger and spice.  

Twinn, a beer aficionado, curated 
an interesting list of craft beers that 
are categorized from light and 

crisp, toasted and nutty, hoppy 
beers, brown ales, and dark and 
roasted stouts. He also lists sangria 
ciders, sour ales and a tart and 
funky hard kombucha. The wines 
are mostly from California, and the 
sparkling wines and champagnes 
are from France and Italian winer-
ies. 

We started with cauliflower, 
enhanced with chimichurri made 
with chopped parsley, minced gar-
lic, olive oil, oregano and red wine 
vinegar, and avocado. The Brussels 
sprouts arrived in a cast-iron dish 
with crispy and airy pink and white 
prawn crackers on top. Each sliced 
sprout was soft and glazed with a 
pleasing Thai dressing.  

The lobster pizza was sensational 
with a thick outer crust, blistered 
from the heat of the oven, while the 
center was thin and layered with 
garlic butter, San Marzano toma-
toes, mozzarella and pieces of 
Maine lobster dotting the top. Other 
pizzas include a Margherita, spicy 
Italian sausage, wild mushroom 
and arugula, and Brussels sprouts 
with smoked bacon, cream and a 
fried egg on top. 

My husband ordered an Old 
Speckled Hen English Pale Ale to 
enjoy with his Billingsgate fisher-
man’s pie filled with generous 
pieces of seafood in a creamy 
sauce. Another pie on the menu is 
filled with tender pieces of steak 
cooked with vegetables and English 
ale, then expertly wrapped in a 
flaky buttery crust. 

Large plates and share items 
include Collins’ enormous fried 
fish and chips. A huge piece of local 
rockfish is drenched in beer batter 

and fried golden brown and crispy. 
It rests on top of thick hand cut 
chips (fries) and is served with a 
container of house-made tartar 
sauce and ketchup. 

On Sundays, Collins prepares his 
traditional Sunday roasts, just like 
he did at Birch. From noon to 4 
p.m., walk into Market Tavern and 
you might overhear an array of 
British accents enjoying a pint 
along with their traditional Sunday 
meal. Depending on the day, diners 
might enjoy comforting oven-
cooked roast beef with horseradish, 
half a roasted chicken with sage and 
onion stuffing, or lamb leg with a 
mint sauce, each with all the trim-
mings including peas, roast pota-

toes, gravy, a couple small 
Yorkshire puddings – or “Yorkies” 
– carrots, cauliflower and Brussles 
sprouts.  

For those looking for vegetarian 
and vegan dishes, Collins makes 
Beyond Meat Bangers and mash 
with onion gravy, as well as mush-
room “steak” and chips with toma-
to, watercress and avocado. 

For dessert, Collins’ sticky toffee 
pudding features a moist cake with 
a fabulous caramel toffee sauce, 
along with a scoop of caramel ice 
cream for a toothsome ending. 

$$ Open for lunch starting at 11 
a.m. Dinner and drinks until closing 
at 11 p.m. 6333 W. Third St., #706, 
(323)452-9299. 

photo by Jill Weinlein 

Traditional meat pies, fish and chips and interesting pizzas are all on the 
menu at hte new Market Tavern at the Farmers Market.
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photo courtesy of Gary Twinn/Bar 326 

You may recognize Gary Twinn 
from Bar 326 at the Farmers 
Market, now running the Market 
Tavern.

Restaurant News 
From page 15

http://www.cantersdeli.com
https://moraitaliano.com
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The Natural History Museums 
of Los Angeles County has 
announced it will open the 
Butterfly Pavilion at the Natural 
History Museum in Exposition 
Park and parts of NHM’s 3.5-acre 
Nature Gardens to the public with 
limited days and hours on Friday, 
Sept. 11. Previews for members 
and invited community partners 
will begin on Friday, Aug. 28. 

The outdoor museum experience 
features up to 30 species of butter-
flies and caterpillars in a netted 
enclosure with native plants and 
natural light, and provides spacious 
pathways to safely connect with 
nature. All of the Natural History 
Museums of Los Angeles County’s 
indoor spaces will remain closed 
until further notice. 

COVID-19 health and safety 
protocols will be implemented at 
the Butterfly Pavilion and Nature 
Gardens in accordance with Los 
Angeles County Public Health 
Department, Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention, and 
California state guidelines to pro-
tect visitors, staff and the commu-
nity. New measures include limit-
ing the number of people inside the 
pavilion to 10, requiring advance 
timed ticket reservations for the 
pavilion and parking online, and 
requiring face coverings for staff 
and visitors. There will be signage 
encouraging physical distancing 
and a one-way path through the 
Nature Gardens to the Butterfly 
Pavilion. 

The Butterfly Pavilion will ini-
tially be open Friday to Sunday 
from 9:40 a.m. to 5 p.m. Plans call 
for hours to increase as public 
health and safety guidelines allow. 
Timed tickets for the Butterfly 
Pavilion and advance parking 
reservations will be released on 
Mondays at 10 a.m. for the follow-

ing two-week period. For informa-
tion and reservations, visit 
nhm.org.  

The Butterfly Pavilion will be 
open through Oct. 4, when the 
Spider Pavilion will open for 
Halloween, and remain through 
winter 2021. NHMLAC will con-
tinue engaging audiences with 
nature and culture through its 

online portal, NHMLAC Connects, 
and social media channels. Digital 
events include the weekly Lunch 
Time with Live Animals series on 
Tuesdays, and the Story Time Live 
series on Fridays, via Facebook 
Live.  

For information about the muse-
um’s digital initiatives, visit nhm-
lac.org. 

photo courtesy of NHMLAC 

Visitors will once again be able to enjoy the beauty of the Butterfly 
Pavilion.

Butterfly Pavilion and Nature Gardens reopen at NHM

photo courtesy of the city of Beverly Hills 

Flag football for youth is among the programs offered this fall by the city 
of Beverly Hills.

Sign up for fun fall programs  
in Beverly Hills

The Los Angeles Dodgers and 
Dodgers Foundation are celebrating 
Jackie Robinson’s life and legacy 
with online programs leading up to 
Major League Baseball’s on-field 
observance of Jackie Robinson Day 
on Friday, Aug. 28, the date in 1945 
when Robinson first met with 
Dodger President Branch Rickey in 
his Brooklyn office as Rickey 
sought to sign the first Black player 
to the Major Leagues. 

The Dodgers will play the Texas 

Rangers in an away game on Friday, 
but will celebrate Robinson and his 
lasting impact on society at the game 
and with virtual programs. Today, 
Aug. 27, at 5 p.m., the LADF will 
continue its Virtual Coaches Training 
Series presented by Nike with former 
Dodger player Chase Utley as guest 
speaker. Utley will discuss his 
approach to coaching young athletes 
and will reflect on Robinson’s lega-
cy, and their shared path from UCLA 
to the Dodgers. The training will also 

feature Megan Bartlett, founder of 
We Coach, which offers resources on 
youth development, preventing trau-
ma and coaching girls. Coaches and 
parents from LADF’s sports-based 
youth development program will 
participate, along with Dodgers RBI 
program partners, local school dis-
tricts and youth development profes-
sionals. 

On Aug. 28. Major League 
Baseball will celebrate Jackie 
Robinson Day at ballparks around 
the country. Jackie Robinson 
Foundation and LADF Alumni 
Scholar Johnathan Kidd will throw a 
virtual ceremonial first pitch prior to 
the Dodgers’ game. 

Rangers and Dodgers players and 
coaches have collaborated on a 
video honoring Robinson’s legacy 
that will be shown prior to the game 
on video boards at the Rangers’ sta-
dium. Cutouts in the audience that 
night will feature photographs of 
Jackie Robinson Foundation 
Scholars and Texas Rangers MLB 
Youth Academy participants. 

LADF will also hold a special 
Jackie Robinson Day jersey auction 
of the Dodgers’ game-used, authen-
ticated jerseys beginning on Sept. 
10, with proceeds benefiting the 
Equal Justice Initiative, which is 
committed to ending mass incarcer-
ation and excessive punishment in 
the United States, challenging racial 
and economic injustice, and protect-
ing basic human rights. LADF is 
also matching funds for the Posy 
Project, a fund created in honor of 
Posy Lombard, civil rights activist 
and mother of Dodger Coach 
George Lombard. 

For information, visit 
dodgers.com. 

The city of Beverly Hills 
Community Services Department 
has announced its fall program-
ming, and the public can learn 
about what is being offered by vis-
iting beverlyhills.org/brochure. 

The programming includes five 
separate preschools (in-person and 
online); recreational classes for 
everyone from infants to seniors 
(in-person outside, online and on 
BHTV Channel 10); after school 
programs (in-person and online); 
and virtual arts and cultural events 
such as the Beverly Hills Fall Art 
Show. The city of Beverly Hills fol-
lows state and county guidelines 
and safety protocols for all in-per-
son offerings. 

“The Community Services 
Department has been working hard 
designing unique preschool and 
enrichment programming for the 
2020-21 school year,” said Jenny 
Rogers, director of the Beverly 
Hills Community Services 
Department. “During this unprece-
dented public health crisis, we 
remain dedicated to bringing the 
community an array of exciting fall 
offerings – whether online or onsite 

– to keep everyone active, engaged, 
connected and entertained this fall 
and throughout the year.” 

In-person fall recreation classes 
include soccer, cheerleading and 
flag football for youth.  Adult and 
senior fitness and enrichment class-
es are also available outdoors, as 
well as online and on BHTV-
Channel 10. After school programs 
in art, science, dance and more will 
be held online to keep children 
engaged, healthy and safe while 
still having fun. 

The virtual Beverly Hills Fall 
Art Show will be held on Saturday 
and Sunday, Oct. 17 and 18. The 
show will explore the studios and 
work of local artisans and their 
original handmade creations. 
Visitors can attend online events 
via Zoom and participate in out-
door, hands-on art workshops in 
Beverly Gardens Park. For infor-
mation, visit 
beverlyhills.org/artshow. 

For information about fall pro-
gramming in Beverly Hills, call 
(310)285-6850, or visit beverly-
hills.org/brochure. To register, visit 
beverlyhills.org/bhrec. 

photo courtesy of the Los Angeles Dodgers 

As part of a week-long celebration of Jackie Robinson, LADF hosted a 
conversation with Dodger First Base Coach George Lombard an Jackie 
Robinson Foundation/Dodgers Foundation Scholars.

Dodgers, MLB honor Jackie Robinson 

https://www.theagencyre.com
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On Aug. 24, Los Angeles Unified 
School District, Annenberg Learner 
and Discovery Education launched 
a new partnership providing educa-
tors, students and families access to 
high-quality digital resources.  

Through this new partnership, 
Los Angeles Unified educators, stu-
dents and families are empowered 
to interact with more than 300,000 
exciting digital resources, stan-
dards-aligned activities and vetted, 
high-quality content carefully 
curated by grade level. These new 
digital resources will play a critical 
role to support continued learning 
on any device, whether at home or 
in the classroom. 

“We are grateful to Annenberg 
Learner and Discovery Education 
for helping us provide students with 
the tools they need to receive a 
great education,” said Austin 
Beutner, Los Angeles Unified 
superintendent. 

Through this new collaboration, 
all teachers and students in Los 
Angeles Unified will receive access 
to Discovery Education Experience. 
Experience – Discovery 
Education’s flexible, award-win-
ning K-12 learning platform – was 
selected by Los Angeles Unified 
following a review that included an 
overwhelmingly positive response 
from educators. Experience con-
nects educators to a vast collection 
of compelling high-quality, stan-
dards-aligned content, ready-to-use 
digital lessons and professional 
learning resources. Together, these 
resources give educators what they 
need to facilitate instruction in any 
learning environment, with the ulti-
mate goal of generating long-lasting 
educational impact. 

“Los Angeles Unified has 
worked to create classrooms – and 
school communities – where all 
students, regardless of race, socioe-
conomic status or living situation, 
are honored for their assets and 

educated equitably with similar 
access to enrichment opportunities 
for growth and learning,” said 
Alison Yoshimoto-Towery, Los 
Angeles Unified chief academic 
officer. “Our unique partnership 
with Discovery Education will help 
us extend these values into our vir-
tual communities to ensure our 
teachers, students and families have 
what they need to be successful.” 

Discovery Education’s team con-
tinues adding, contextualizing and 
organizing exciting new content 
and timely resources to Experience 
each month in response to current 
events and the ever-evolving needs 
of educators. These resources, 
sourced from trusted partners, are 
aligned to California standards, and 
help educators bring the outside 
world into teaching and learning 
every day. 

“We all face a critical challenge 
as the pandemic continues,” said 
Wallis Annenberg, chair and CEO 
of the Annenberg Foundation. 
“How do we keep bolstering 
dynamic digital education content 
when so many children are learning 
at home – while also opening new 
doors to learning for everyone? 
This is something our foundation’s 
been engaged in for many decades 
now, especially with our Annenberg 
Learner initiative. That’s why I’m 
so proud to be helping Discovery 
and the LA public schools in this 
important endeavor, and making 
Learner’s incredible resources 
available to them.” 

Discovery Education will incor-
porate Annenberg Learner content 
into Discovery Education 
Experience, which will enable even 
more educators, students and par-
ents across the country the opportu-
nity to engage with Annenberg 
Learner’s educational content. 

For information, visit discov-
eryeducation.com, learner.org or 
lausd.net.   

LAUSD, Annenberg Learner and Discovery 
Education join new partnership 

Los Angeles Chamber Orchestra 
Artist-Educator/Composer Derrick 
Spiva Jr. has been promoted to artis-
tic advisor. Spiva, who joins Music 
Director Jaime Martín and Creative 
Advisor & Composer-In-Residence 
Ellen Reid on the organization's 
artistic leadership team, will work 
them to program concerts, guest 
artists and new projects while con-
tinuing his work on LACO's educa-
tion and community outreach pro-
grams, which reach thousands of 
young people annually.  

A composer and musician noted 
for influences that reflect Los 
Angeles’ multicultural fabric, Spiva 
has served since August 2018 as the 
first artist-educator for LACO, 
ranked among the world’s top musi-
cal ensembles. Spiva often inte-
grates music practices from differ-
ent cultural traditions around the 
world into his work with classical 
music communities.  

“LACO's long-standing relation-
ship with Derrick, his remarkable 
gifts as a composer and educator, 
his expansive and inclusive creative 
vision and the deep knowledge of 
diverse repertoire make this a per-
fect fit,” said Executive Director 
Ben Cadwallader. 

Spiva began working with LACO 
in 2015 when he was awarded a 
composer residency through New 
Music USA’s “Music Alive” pro-
gram. His most recent work per-

formed by LACO was a 
livestreamed excerpt in May from a 
LACO-commissioned world pre-
miere of “Prisms, Cycles, Leaps 
Part III: To Be a Horizon.”  “It’s an 
honor to work with LACO as artis-
tic advisor to continue to shape clas-
sical music for the future," said 
Spiva. "Together we can work to 
reimagine a genre that is not only 
eager to create without limits but is 
also equally committed to celebrat-
ing a society with a plurality of 
voices and cultures.” 

For more information, visit 
laco.org. 

LACO promotes Derrick Spiva Jr. 
to artistic advisor

Photo by Hannah Arista 

LACO Artistic Advisor Derrick 
Spiva Jr. 

The Los Angeles Unified School 
District welcomed our families 
back to school, but it is a new year 
unlike any other as students logged 
on to learn from home. In the face 
of this year’s nearly impossible 
challenges, we have rolled out 
unprecedented new efforts to meet 
the needs of the students and fam-
ilies I represent on the L.A. 
Unified Board of Education, while 
also working to safely reopen 
schools as soon as possible.  

After hearing feedback from 
families about the emergency tran-
sition to distance learning last 
March, I pushed for a plan that 
would ensure this year’s instruc-
tion will be more rigorous and 
equitable than last spring. L.A. 
Unified recently reached an agree-
ment with our teachers that 
requires daily, synchronous or 
real-time instruction; built-in time 
in a smaller group setting to per-
sonalize learning and provide 
social-emotional support; consis-
tent schedules; clear, articulated 
time to support English Learners 
and students with disabilities; and 
attendance tracking to make sure 
we are reaching all our students. 
Administrators will be able to 
supervise and observe virtual 
classrooms as needed to provide 
feedback as our teachers facilitate 
a semester of learning like we’ve 
never seen before. 

We have also reached agree-
ments with our other staff to help 
with our “all hands on deck” 
approach, with substitutes and sup-
port staff filling holes and provid-
ing as much small group instruc-
tional time as possible. Bus drivers 
will be calling home and providing 
support for families who have dif-
ficulty connecting, campus aides 
will provide support for teachers to 
help facilitate breakout rooms and 
individualized attention, and we 
are providing childcare for chil-
dren of the staff who are reporting 
physically to school sites. We have 
also developed additional supports 

to help support teachers and stu-
dents, like specialized professional 
development for remote teaching, 
prioritized content standards and 
model lessons, professional devel-
opment supports, a tutoring pilot 
and more.  

As we work to keep our kids 
learning, we are also busily prepar-
ing for the day we can welcome 
them back safely. We are working 
to set campuses up with the facili-
ties, equipment and supplies need-
ed to reopen and have continued 
construction on schools – includ-
ing the completion of Hollywood 
High’s swimming pool repairs and 
state-of-the-art studio for their 
New Media Academy program – 
to be ready for students to use 
upon their return. L.A. Unified is 
also rolling out a first-of-its-kind 
widespread COVID-19 testing and 

contact tracing system for school 
communities.  

Our Grab and Go meal centers, 
including the site at Bernstein 
High School, have served over 50 
million meals to people in need. 
Our schools have distributed digi-
tal devices and hotspots to hun-
dreds of thousands of our students 
to bridge the digital divide. And I 
have submitted a resolution advo-
cating for free childcare for district 
families with the hopes that we can 
create a public “learning pod” 
option.  

We will continue these efforts, 
and others, to address the chal-
lenges that come our way. This 
semester will not be perfect, but 
we will do our best to step up and 
support our kids and families to 
make it through this crisis and pre-
pare them to learn and thrive. 

A new school year with a new approach

photo courtesy of LAUSD board member Nick Melvoin’s office 

Los Angeles Unified School District Board of Education member Nick 
Melvoin, 4th District, right, visited Cheremoya Avenue Elementary 
School  for the first day of school.

BY NICK MELVOIN                 

https://www.immaculateheart.org
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OPENINGS  
in K-5th GRADES 

Click here  
or go to our website  

to check for  
distance learning  

updates.

The Skirball Cultural Center pre-
sents “Skirball Stages: Gavin Turek 
and Ak Dan Gwang Chil,” a 
livestreamed concert on Saturday, 
Aug. 29, at 8 p.m., on the Skirball’s 
YouTube channel. 

The free virtual program sup-
ports performing arts worldwide. 
Los Angeles native Turek and Ak 
Dan Gwang Chil, also known as 
ADG7, an ensemble from Seoul, 
South Korea, will perform on 
stages in separate countries, offer-
ing audiences around the world an 
evening of modern music. 

Known for her soul-driven pop 
and commanding vocals, Turek 
takes the stage in a spectator-free 
Taper Courtyard on the Skirball’s 
hillside campus in Los Angeles. 
She will perform favorites and new 
tracks from her debut album.  

In their hometown of Seoul, Ak 
Dan Gwang Chil will perform 
sacred, shamanic and secular music 
and minyo (folk song) traditions of 
the Hwanghae-do region, now a 
part of North Korea. 

“Skirball Stages: Gavin Turek 
and Ak Dan Gwang Chil” also takes 
viewers behind the scenes with the 
artists for a look at their musical 
processes, aspirations and hopes for 
the future. In exclusive interviews, 
the artists and musicians will reflect 
upon the power of music to connect 
across cultures, honor generations 
and inspire perseverance through 
challenging times. 

“For the past 23 summers, this 
time of year is marked by our pop-
ular Sunset Concerts series, but 
these extraordinary times com-
pelled us to reimagine the experi-
ence and recommit ourselves to 
building community nonetheless,” 
Skirball President and CEO Jessie 
Kornberg said. “The COVID-19 
pandemic has not only restricted 
performance before a live audience, 
but it has had a disproportionately 
harsh impact on performing artists 
worldwide. With Skirball Stages, 
we are proud to honor our commit-

ment to ADG7 – who had been 
scheduled to kick off Sunset 
Concerts 2020 before coronavirus 
made international travel and large 
gatherings unsafe – and pair the 
band with Gavin Turek, a member 
of the local music scene that we 
have sought to keep working and 
creating despite the pandemic.” 

The concert is co-sponsored by 
the Korean Cultural Center, Los 
Angeles.  

To complement the viewing 
experience, “Skirball Suppers”  are 
available on Aug. 29. Pre-order and 
pick up a three-course Korean -
inspired meal. Visit skirball.org/pro-
grams/food/skirball-suppers. 

The performance will be avail-
able on demand through Nov. 29 on 
the Skirball’s YouTube channel. To 
RSVP, visit skirball.org/programs/vir-
tual-concert/skirball-stages-gavin-
turek-and-adg7. 

Skirball’ virtual concert supports worldwide musical connections 

photo courtesy of Skirball Cultural Center 

The Skirball Cultural Center welcomes vocalist Gavin Turek and the Korean 
ensemble Ak Dan Gwang Chil for a virtual performance on Aug. 29.

Director of The Ford Cynthia Fuentes announced the launch of a new 
season of digital programs celebrating the diverse community of artists 
served by The Ford. The online programs were created in response to the 
venue’s closure due to COVID-19 and will be posted on a variety of plat-
forms, including Facebook Premiere, YouTube, Instagram and Zoom, as 
well as on the venue’s newly designed website. All events will be free. 

 “While it was heartbreaking to see the venue go dark this summer, we 
knew that there was a way to fulfill The Ford’s mission in the digital 
space,” Fuentes said. "Moving online enables us to continue to support the 
region’s artistic communities, make their work widely accessible, honor 
the expansive cultural work past and present, and foster the intercultural 
dialogue that gets at the heart of issues impacting Los Angeles.” 

 This is the first year of the Los Angeles Philharmonic’s operation and 
programming of The Ford on behalf of Los Angeles County. The Ford, sit-
uated in a Los Angeles County park, is one of the oldest performing arts 
venues in Los Angeles. Following the guidance of public health officials, 
this summer’s season, which would have marked the venue’s centenary, 
was canceled in an effort to protect artists, audiences and staff from the 
spread of COVID-19. Centennial celebrations will be rescheduled for sum-
mer 2021. 

“Even as all of us face unprecedented challenges due to COVID-19, we 
still need to thrill and be comforted by the power of the arts. That’s why 
I’m happy to see the LA Phil and The Ford finding ways to bring regional 
artists and innovative programming to expanded audiences,” said LA 
County Supervisor Sheila Kuehl, whose district includes The Ford. “The 
2020 Ford programming will bring L.A.'s vibrant music and dance artists, 
including perennial favorites, into our homes – and it’s free! I look forward 
to watching these great performances online until we can all gather again 
in the welcoming amphitheater at The Ford.” 

“California is built on a dream of opportunity, a chance for people from 
all backgrounds to come and make something for themselves in this golden 
land of ours, “ said  Music and Artistic Director Gustavo Dudamel.  “Our 
digital programming at the Ford this season is a direct representation of 
that dream and the diversity of art that springs from it, a beautiful blend of 
cultures, creeds, and creative ideals that fuels the activism and engagement 
that makes Los Angeles so singularly vibrant. We want the Ford to be a 
truly safe space for all of the artists in our community, and to reinforce - as 
well as challenge - the notions and values that make us uniquely 
Californian.” 

 For information, visit theford.com. 

photo courtesy of the LA Phil 

Gustavo Dudamel 

Los Angeles Phil launches  
The Ford online virtual season 

Sterling K. Brown wins at AAFCA awards
On Aug. 22, the African American 

Film Critics Association handed out 
11 awards, two honorary awards and 
the inaugural AAFCA ADCOLOR 
Breakout Creative of the Year award 
to celebrate excellence, innovation 
and diversity in television.  

Host Aida Rodriguez and elebrity 
presenters Octavia Spencer, Rashida 
Jones and William Jackson Harper 
also celebrated the extraordinary 
work of first responders, govern-
ment leaders, firefighters, reporters 
and others from around the country 
by featuring these local heroes as 
presenters.  

A portion of the proceeds from the 
event were donated to the National 
Association of Black Journalists’ 
COVID-19 Relief Fund.  

Sterling K. Brown of NBC’s 
“This is Us” won for Best Male 
Performance, marking the second 
year that Brown won the Best Actor 
award at the AAFCA TV Honors. 
Brown is currently nominated for 
two Emmys, Best Actor in a Drama 
Series for “This is Us” and Best 

Supporting Actor in a Comedy 
Series for “The Marvelous Mrs. 
Maisel,” making Emmy history as 
the first Black actor to be nominated 
in both drama and comedy cate-
gories.  

“Central Park,” which airs on 
Apple TV+, won for Best Animated 
Series. Quibi’s “I Promise” won for 
Best Short Form.  

For a full list of winners and to 
watch the awards show, visit aaf-
catvhonors.com.  

photo courtesy of AAFCA

https://www.cathedralchapelschool.org


Park Labrea News/Beverly Press 21  August 27, 2020

POLICE BLOTTER

Beverly Hills Police 
Department 
 
Aug. 16 
 
At 7:39 p.m., an unknown suspect 
assaulted a victim in the 9300 
block of Wilshire. 
 
Aug. 18 
 
An unknown suspect assaulted a 
victim in the 200 block of Doheny 
at 11 a.m. 
 
At 1:08 p.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a petty theft in the 9400 
block of Brighton Way. 
 
An unknown suspect burglarized a 
vehicle parked in the 9400 block of 
Wilshire at 1:51 p.m. 
 
At 3:06 p.m., a vandalism incident 
was reported in the 100 block of 
Camden. 
 
A suspect was arrested on suspi-
cion of driving under the influence 
of alcohol or drugs in the 400 block 
of Rexford at 11:34 p.m. 
 
Aug. 19 
 
At 7:59 a.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a petty theft in the 200 
block of N. Rodeo. 
 
Aug. 20 
 
At 5:35 p.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a grand theft near the 
corner of Alden and Oakhurst. 
 
Aug. 21 
 
At 9:25 a.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a petty theft in the 100 
block of Camden. 
 
Four commercial burglaries were 
reported in the 9300 block of 
Wilshire at 4:37 p.m. 
 
Aug. 22 
 
At 12:22 a.m., a suspect was 
arrested on suspicion of driving 
under the influence of alcohol or 
drugs near the corner of Santa 
Monica and Bedford. 
 
An unknown suspect assaulted a 
victim near the corner of Santa 
Monica and Beverly at 1:59 p.m. 
 

West Hollywood  
Sheriff’s Station 
 
Aug. 16 
 
At midnight, an unknown suspect 
committed a petty theft in the 900 
block of N. Palm. 
 
An unknown suspect assaulted a 
victim in the 600 block of San 
Vicente at 3:20 a.m. 
 
At 3:30 p.m., an unknown suspect 
burglarized a vehicle parked in the 
500 block of N. Flores. 
 
A suspect assaulted a victim dur-
ing a domestic violence incident in 
the 8500 block of Sunset at 4:30 
p.m. 
 
At 8:10 p.m., a suspect assaulted 
a victim during a domestic vio-
lence incident in the 8700 block of 
Santa Monica. 

An unknown suspect stole a vehi-
cle parked in the 1200 block of 
Crescent Heights at 10 p.m. 
 
Aug. 17 
 
At 12:50 p.m., an unknown sus-
pect assaulted a victim in the 1000 
block of Crescent Heights. 
 
An unknown suspect assaulted a 
victim in the 1100 block of Detroit 
at 1:50 p.m. 
 
At 5 p.m., an unknown suspect 
assaulted a victim in the 8300 
block of Santa Monica. 
 
An unknown suspect robbed a vic-
tim in the 8500 block of Santa 
Monica at 6:20 p.m. 
 
Aug. 18 
 
At 4:30 a.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a petty theft in the 800 
block of Kings. 
 
An unknown suspect burglarized a 
vehicle parked in the 1400 block of 
Havenhurst at 4:30 a.m. 
 
Aug. 19 
 
At 1:28 a.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a burglary in the 8900 
block of Melrose. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
burglary in the 8500 block of Santa 
Monica at 1:30 a.m. 
 
At 2 a.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a petty theft near the 
corner of Santa Monica and San 
Vicente. 
 
An unknown suspect stole a bicy-
cle in the 900 block of Hayworth at 
12:30 p.m. 
 
At 11 p.m., a suspect assaulted a 
victim during a domestic violence 
incident in the 1000 block of N. 
Doheny. 
 
Aug. 20 
 
An unknown suspect assaulted a 
victim in the 8200 block of Sunset 
at 12:37 a.m. 
 
At 6 a.m., an unknown suspect 
burglarized a vehicle parked in the 
8700 block of Rangeley. 
 
Aug. 21 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
burglary in the 800 block of 
Huntley at 12:37 a.m. 
 
At 1:05 a.m., a suspect assaulted 
a victim during a domestic vio-
lence incident in the 8400 block of 
Sunset. 
 
An unknown suspect robbed a vic-
tim near the corner of De Longpre 
and Sweetzer at 10:39 p.m. 
 

Los Angeles Police 
Department 
 
Aug. 16 
 
At 12:30 a.m., an unknown sus-
pect committed a petty theft in the 
200 block of S. Sycamore. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
petty theft in the 5100 block of 
Hollywood at 1 a.m. 

At 1:30 a.m., an unknown suspect 
assaulted a victim near the corner 
of Hollywood and La Brea. 
 
An unknown suspect stole a vehi-
cle parked in the 7200 block of W. 
Melrose at 1:20 p.m. 
 
At 2 p.m., an unknown suspect 
burglarized a vehicle parked in the 
5500 block of Hollywood. 
 
An unknown suspect burglarized a 
vehicle parked in the 5600 block of 
Wilshire at 5 p.m. 
 
At 5:25 p.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a petty theft in the 1500 
block of N. Vista. 
 
An unknown suspect stole a vehi-
cle parked in the 800 block of S. 
Ogden at 6:30 p.m. 
 
At 8:30 p.m., an unknown suspect 
burglarized a vehicle parked in the 
8000 block of Blackburn. 
 
An unknown suspect burglarized a 
vehicle parked in the 1800 block of 
N. Gramercy at 9 p.m. 
 
At 11 p.m., an unknown suspect 
stole a vehicle parked near the 
corner of Highland and Eighth.  
 
Aug. 17 
 
At 1:30 a.m., an unknown suspect 
robbed a victim in the 6500 block 
of Hollywood. 
 
An unknown suspect robbed a vic-
tim near the corner of Argyle and 
Sunset at 1:35 a.m. 
 
At 6 a.m., an unknown suspect 
burglarized a vehicle parked in the 
3200 block of Wilshire. 
 
An unknown suspect burglarized a 
vehicle parked in the 6300 block of 
Willoughby at 7 a.m. 
 
At 7 a.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a burglary in the 6600 
block of Franklin. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
petty theft in the 6200 block of W. 
De Longpre at 9 a.m. An attempt-
ed burglary was also reported in 
the same area at approximately 
the same time. 
 
At 12:20 p.m., an unknown sus-
pect assaulted a victim in the 5600 
block of Wilshire. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
petty theft in the 6900 block of 
Hollywood at 3:20 p.m. 
 
At 5 p.m., an unknown suspect 
burglarized a vehicle parked near 
the corner of Cole and La Mirada. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
petty theft in the 100 block of S. 
Gramercy at 5:30 p.m. 
 
At 5:30 p.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a petty theft in the 600 
block of N. Genesee. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
petty theft in the 100 block of The 
Grove at 6:20 p.m. 
 
At 6:45 p.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a burglary in the 900 
block of N. Highland. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
petty theft near the corner of 
Highland and De Longpre at 6:45 
p.m. 
 
At 7:10 p.m., a suspect assaulted 
a victim during a domestic vio-
lence incident in the 400 block of 
N. Sycamore. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
petty theft in the 1100 block of N. 
La Brea at 8 p.m. 
 
At 8:05 p.m., an unknown suspect 
assaulted a victim in the 6700 
block of Yucca. 

An unknown suspect burglarized a 
vehicle parked in the 200 block of 
N. Sycamore at 10:30 p.m. 
 
Aug. 18 
 
At 12:40 a.m., an unknown sus-
pect committed a burglary in the 
7000 block of Hollywood. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
burglary in the 1400 block of N. 
Alta Vista at 12:50 a.m. 
 
At 3:40 a.m., an unknown suspect 
assaulted a victim near the corner 
of Selma and Las Palmas. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
burglary in the 1300 block of N. 
Formosa at 12:55 p.m. 
 
At 1:55 p.m., an unknown suspect 
stole a vehicle parked in the 7100 
block of W. Sunset. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
burglary in the 5600 block of 
Melrose at 2:30 p.m. 
 
At 4:30 p.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a burglary in the 200 
block of N. Windsor. 
 
An unknown suspect stole a vehi-
cle parked in the 1300 block of N. 
Poinsettia Place at 10 p.m. 
 
At 10:15 p.m., an unknown sus-
pect committed a petty theft in the 
1800 block of N. Western. 
 
Aug. 19 
 
At 12:01 a.m., an unknown sus-
pect burglarized a vehicle parked 
in the 6600 block of W. Fifth. 
 
An unknown suspect assaulted a 
victim during a domestic violence 
incident in the 5500 block of 
Wilshire at 12:50 a.m. 
 
At 1 a.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a petty theft in the 6100 
block of Hollywood. 
 
An unknown suspect stole a vehi-
cle parked in the 300 block of N. 
Harper at 1 a.m. 
 
At 3 a.m., an unknown suspect 
robbed a victim near the corner of 
Hollywood and Las Palmas. 
 
An unknown suspect stole a vehi-
cle parked in the 400 block of S. 
Fairfax at 8 a.m. 
 
At 8 a.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a petty theft in the 2000 
block of Holly. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
petty theft in the 6100 block of 
Franklin at 3:30 p.m. 
 
At 6:30 p.m., an unknown suspect 
stole a vehicle parked near the 
corner of Hollywood and Vine. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
burglary in the 700 block of Sunset 
at 7 p.m. 
 
At 10:30 p.m., an unknown sus-
pect stole a vehicle parked in the 
1300 block of N. Curson. 
 
Aug. 20 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
petty theft near the corner of La 
Cienega and Fourth at 3:50 a.m. 
 
At 7 a.m., an unknown suspect 
stole a bicycle in the 1500 block of 
N. Laurel. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
petty theft in the 5100 block of 
Wilshire at 10 a.m. 
 
At noon, an unknown suspect 
stole a vehicle parked near the 
corner of Lexington and Cherokee. 
 
An unknown suspect burglarized a 
vehicle parked in the 1400 block of 
N. Detroit at 1 p.m. 

At 2:30 p.m., an unknown suspect 
burglarized a vehicle parked in the 
1400 block of Poinsettia Place.  
 
An unknown suspect burglarized a 
vehicle parked near the corner of 
Larchmont and Rosewood at 5 p.m. 
 
At 9:50 p.m., an unknown suspect 
assaulted a victim near the corner 
of Sunset and Vine. 
 
An unknown suspect stole a vehi-
cle parked in the 1500 block of N. 
Fairfax at 10 p.m. 
 
At 11 p.m., an unknown suspect 
burglarized a vehicle parked in the 
1700 block of N. Las Palmas. 
 
Aug. 21 
 
At 12:01 a.m., an unknown sus-
pect assaulted a victim near the 
corner of Selma and Wilcox. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
burglary in the 1800 block of El 
Cerrito at 3 a.m. 
 
At 3:22 a.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a burglary in the 8400 
block of Melrose Place. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
theft near the corner of Yucca and 
La Brea at 8 a.m. 
 
At 11:50 a.m., an unknown sus-
pect assaulted a victim in the 5900 
block of Gregory Way. 
 
An unknown suspect burglarized a 
vehicle parked in the 100 block of 
S. Orange at noon. 
 
At 12:30 p.m., an unknown sus-
pect robbed a victim near the cor-
ner of Lexington and Vine. 
 
An unknown suspect stole a vehi-
cle parked in the 4200 block of W. 
Eighth at 8 p.m. 
 
At 11 p.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a petty theft in the 6500 
block of Hollywood. 
 
Aug. 22 
 
At 12:01 a.m., an unknown sus-
pect committed a grand theft in the 
1300 block of N. June. 
 
An unknown suspect assaulted a 
victim near the corner of Wilcox 
and Hollywood at 2:04 a.m. 
 
At 4:30 a.m., an unknown suspect 
assaulted a victim near the corner 
of Saint Andrews and Wilshire. 
 
An unknown suspect assaulted a 
victim in the 6600 block of Sunset 
at 11:10 a.m. 
 
At noon, an unknown suspect 
committed a petty theft near the 
corner of Sunset and Cole. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
petty theft in the 7600 block of 
Melrose at noon. 
 
At noon, an unknown suspect bur-
glarized a vehicle parked in the 
500 block of N. Rossmore. 
 
An unknown suspect stole a vehi-
cle parked in the 1700 block of N. 
Cherokee at 1 p.m. 
 
At 1 p.m., an unknown suspect 
committed a petty theft in the 6200 
block of Santa Monica. 
 
An unknown suspect stole a vehi-
cle parked in the 1000 block of 
Alvira at 5 p.m. 
 
At 8:45 p.m., an unknown suspect 
assaulted a victim in the 7000 
block of Hollywood. 
 
An unknown suspect committed a 
burglary in the 6600 block of Santa 
Monica at 10 p.m. 
 
At 11 p.m., an unknown suspect 
stole a vehicle parked in the 1600 
block of N. Martel.

The following crimes occurred in West Hollywood, Beverly Hills and the 
areas patrolled by the LAPD’s Wilshire and Hollywood divisions between 
Aug. 16 and Aug. 22. The information was compiled from www.crimemap-
ping.com. To report a crime, call local law enforcement agencies: Los 
Angeles Police Department, Wilshire Division (213)473-0476, Los Angeles 
County Sheriff’s Department West Hollywood Station (310)855-8850, and 
the Beverly Hills Police Department, (310)550-4951.
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Across 
1. PC maker 
5. Savvy 
8. Be familiar with 
12. Unlikely to defect 
14. Some contests 
15. Outbreak, of a sort 
16. Title role for Renee Zellweger 
17. Abdul-Jabbar is one of its grads 
18. Tear 
19. Ant eaters 
21. Cried, of a goat 
22. Animal and vegetable fats 
23. ___-bran 
24. Hinged catch 
27. Freely 
30. Slalom course shape 
33. Antiparkinsonian agent 
35. Contraction with ''do'' or ''work'' 
36. Most common in English 
37. Two cities 
41. Trademarks, abbr. 
42. "Interview with a Vampire" writer 
43. Great ____ (large dogs) 
44. Best guess, abbr. 
45. In the future 
48. Tales and such 
49. Deluge refuge 
50. "___ life!" 
52. Arabian capital 
55. Bowing deeply in the Middle East 
60. A Disney bear 

61. Bird that went bye-bye 
62. Potato 
63. Pot payment 
64. Not many 
65. Dr. Hahn's first name on "Grey's 
Anatomy" 
66. Ancient drink made from honey 
and alcohol and water 
67. "She's a ___ eater" Hall and Oates 
68. Black 
 
Down 
1. Inter ___ 
2. Mrs. Dithers in "Blondie" 
3. Observer 
4. Air Force base near San Antonio 
5. Non-bleeped expletive 
6. Elongated fishes 
7. Good works ad 
8. Gold standard 
9. Final Four org. 
10. Enough, for some 
11. Garden intruder 
13. ___ Strauss & Co. 
14. Not hold it in 
20. Menu phrase 
21. Chanteuse's specialty 
23. Spanish stew pot 
24. Batter's position 
25. Maude or Samuel 
26. Bottom of the barrel 
28. ___ and dined 

29. ''___ be an honor!'' 
30. Prefix with biology 
31. Absolute 
32. Realize 
34. Colorful sight in the sky 
38. Swim's alternative 
39. Top flyer 
40. Squid 
46. Burning 
47. Indeed! 
49. Goes with oohed 

51. British art gallery name 
52. E commercial, perhaps 
53. First-class 
54. ___ care in the world 
55. Resting place 
56. Yemen's Gulf of ___ 
57. "Put ___ writing" 
58. Vampire's target 
59. Color for a wolf or whale 
61. Boulder/Coolidge 
 

Crossword Puzzle by Myles Mellor

answers on page 26
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Cohen’s ‘Hallelujah’ hearkens to Snyder’s DC world 

 
“Hallelujah” is an iconic song. 

Catchy melody and poetic lyrics 
coalesce in an audible experience 
worth reliving amidst evolving cir-
cumstances. One problem: the 
original version by Leonard Cohen 
is severely dated, painful to endure 
beyond posterity. It went unno-
ticed upon release in 1984, only 
resurfacing once other performers 
took a stab at it. 

Covers by prominent artists – 
Velvet Underground’s John Cole, 
Jeff Buckley, Rufus Wainwright 
for “Shrek” in 2001 – revived this 
B-side track. And defying stereo-
types, these covers are lightyears 
better than Cohen’s original. Just 
don’t tell director Zack Snyder 
(“300,” “Watchmen”). He’s got a 
mild fetish going for OG 
“Hallelujah,” heavily featuring it 
twice, each time to bizarre effect. 

Recently, he used it in a trailer 
for what’s dubbed “the Snyder 
cut” of 2017’s “Justice League,” 
the DC superhero flop whose crit-
ical and box office failure preced-
ed various canceled movie plans, 
projects in limbo and franchise 
exits from A-listers Henry Cavill 
and Ben Affleck (though he’s 
returning for a spell). 

The trailer dropped Aug. 22 dur-
ing DC FanDome, a virtual 
replacement for ComicCon, fea-
turing new scenes to appear in the 
2021 release on HBO Max. Only 
Cohen’s deep voice, supporting 
choir and 6/8 arpeggio accent the 
inaugural live-action appearances 
of villain Darkseid, Superman 
(Cavill) in his long-rumored black 
costume and more Flash (Ezra 
Miller) and Cyborg (Ray Fisher). 

Why does any of this matter? 
For those unfamiliar with the 
story, “Justice League’s” produc-
tion history was a mess. Following 
“Batman v Superman: Dawn of 
Justice’s” inability to meet box 
office projections, producers for 
“Justice League,” previously 
planned as a two-part story, invited 
reporters on set to instill confi-
dence in the film and the future of 
DC on the big screen. 

Then tragedy befell Snyder 
prompting an early exit from pro-
duction. “Avengers” director Joss 
Whedon replaced him, bringing an 
unknown number of reshoots and 
revisions into the mix during post-
production. Various Snyderbros, a 
digital cabal of the contemporary 
auteur’s apologists, fault Whedon 
for the film’s shortcomings, along 
with studio interference. Add to 
that accusations by Fisher that 
both Whedon and execs permitted 
a hostile environment. 

“Joss Whedon’s on-set treat-
ment of the cast and crew of 
Justice League was gross, abusive, 
unprofessional and completely 
unacceptable,” Fisher said in a 
tweet July 1. “He was enabled, in 
many ways, by Geoff Johns and 
Jon Berg.” 

This came 12 days after an offi-
cial announcement that the Snyder 
cut would stream sometime in 
2021. That green light is a major 
win for Snyder after a couple years 
denouncing what reached the 
viewing public. Even Affleck and 
“Wonder Woman’s” Gal Godot 
threw in their support per social 
media in November 2019 for a 
new release of what had become 

Hollywood myth, a golden goose 
buried in a Warner Bros. vault. 

Back to Cohen, whose popular 
melody lies at the heart of this 
story. Snyder first used 
“Hallelujah” in 2009’s 
“Watchmen” during a sex scene. 
In a dystopian 1980s America 
where vigilantism is illegal, two 
former superheroes suit up once 
more and save folks from a burn-
ing building. Riding the rush of 
their heroic act, they get frisky in a 
small aircraft hovering in place 
above the city. Cue Cohen. 

In the original graphic novel, 
written by Alan Moore and Dave 
Gibbons in 1986, the song men-
tioned in the background is Billie 
Holiday’s “You’re My Thrill.” 
Replacing that with Cohen result-
ed in one of the most accidentally 
funny moments on screen in the 
2000s. In lieu of an erotic display, 
the intimate sequence never recov-
ers from that song, especially 
when a moan of pleasure breaks 
up an a cappella choir reciting 
“Hallelujah.” Diehard fans 
cringed, too. 

It also coded the scene in a 
peculiar way. Since that song 
found fame years later, it doesn’t 
really represent the ‘80s. In lieu of 
authentic homage, pastiche results, 
much like many of the excessive 
visuals throughout the film, which 
became a point of contention 
amongst critics who saw 
“Watchmen” as somehow faithful 
to the source’s story, panel by 
panel, while stripping away the 
intended tone. 

Ever since “Watchmen’s” mixed 
reactions, Snyder‘s fandom began 
to split. And following “BvS” – 
which gave the world “Sad 
Affleck,” a viral video circulating 
of Affleck seemingly unable to 
hold back a sad face when asked 
about the film’s poor reception – 
Snyder occasionally went on the 
attack. During a Q&A after a spe-
cial screening, he rejected criti-
cism that Batman shouldn’t, nor 
wouldn’t, kill – a cardinal rule of 
the character rarely broken since 
his inception in 1939. “Wake the f-
-- up,” he said in response. 

He stands by his creative choic-
es, from murderous superheroes 
(Superman snaps a neck in “Man 
of Steel”) to “BvS’s” Martha 
moment (it’s a thing, look it up). 
Cohen’s “Hallelujah” accentuates 
this point. For better or worse, that 
song in the Snyder cut trailer is a 
middle finger to critics. He trolls 
the haters with each hokey verse 
for just over two minutes, no other 
sound effects or dialogue until two 
lines at the end. Only Cohen and 
Co. complement Superman, 
Batman, Wonder Woman, Cyborg, 
Aquaman and the Flash. It’s hard-

ly riveting, but it’s loaded with 
meaning. 

As for the chances Snyder’s cut 
will fix the film – that’s easier to 
guess. To start, deciphering 
Whedon v Snyder content is mere 
speculation (and it’s all hardly 
worth dissecting, anyway). Snyder 
still directed the vast majority, 
while Whedon’s contributions 
earned him a writer’s credit. That 
said, the Snyder cut will run four 
hours with options to experience it 
in four, hour-long parts or as an 
elongated whole – including none 
of Whedon’s influence. If it feels 
like Snyder’s other extended ver-
sions of “Watchmen” or “Batman 
v Superman,” each more informa-
tive and cohesive but hardly mas-
terpieces, then Cohen’s mediocre 
“Hallelujah” is a fortuitous choice: 
expect posterity and little else. 

photo courtesy of DC Comics 

The Flash, Batman and Wonder Woman return for “Justice League.” 

AIDS Walk moves to WeHo

A photograph in the Oct. 11, 2001, issue of the Park Labrea News 
and Beverly Press announced a major change in venue for AIDS Walk 
Los Angeles, which had started and ended at Paramount Studios since 
the walk’s founding in 1985. After the Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist attacks, 
the studio implemented a stringent security policy, and AIDS Project 
Los Angeles Health, which organizes the AIDS Walk, was forced to 
hastily find a new location. Then-West Hollywood Mayor John 
Heilman, right, and then-Los Angeles Mayor James Hahn were shown 
making the announcement that the city of West Hollywood would host 
the event at Santa Monica and San Vicente boulevards, and the route 
would extend along surrounding neighborhoods in Los Angeles. AIDS 
Walk Los Angeles attracted more than 300,000 people that year who 
raised funds to support APLA Health programs for people with HIV 
and AIDS. In 2016, AIDS Walk Los Angeles moved from West 
Hollywood to Grand Park downtown, and it is still held annually. This 
year, AIDS Walk Los Angeles has been changed to a virtual event due 
to COVID-19, and APLA Health is currently seeking participants. 

FOLLOW US ON ALL SOCIAL MEDIA PLATFORMSFOLLOW US ON ALL SOCIAL MEDIA PLATFORMS

If we don’t have your item in stock,  
visit AceHardware.com and have it shipped 
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50 years of posters protesting police violence 
The 18th Street Arts Center pre-

sents an exhibition in its Airport 
Gallery and online organized by 
the Center for the Study of 
Political Graphics (CSPG) featur-
ing five decades of posters protest-
ing police violence.  

“To Protect & Serve?” features 
graphics created during the last 50 
years—from Los Angeles to New 
York, from Mexico to Bangladesh, 
and from Europe to Africa. The 
exhibition includes posters 
addressing policing as political 
repression, racial and gender pro-
filing, the school to prison 
pipeline, immigration raids, mili-
tarization of law enforcement, and 
organizing resistance.  

The murder of a succession of 
unarmed African Americans at the 
hands of police has catapulted the 
issue of racist police violence and 
state repression into the national 
and international spotlight. Too 
frequently, other targets include 
immigrants, the LGBTQ commu-
nity, the poor, homeless, mentally 
ill, and political activists.  

The current struggles against 
police violence and state repres-
sion by organizations such as 
Hands Up United and Black Lives 
Matter are part of a long history of 
resistance, which is often docu-
mented in graphics produced by 
the activists, artists, and organizers 

engaged in these efforts. Posters 
tell of domestic and international 
efforts to challenge police brutali-
ty, and are one of the most effec-
tive tools for revealing these often-
hidden or forgotten stories.  

CSPG is an activist, education-
al, and research archive with more 
than 90,000 social movement 
posters from the 19th century to 
the present, including the largest 
collection of post-World War II 
political posters in the United 
States. 

“To Protect & Serve? Five 
Decades of Posters Protesting 
Police Violence” is an exhibition 

funded by the Mike Kelley 
Foundation for the Arts; California 
Arts Council; City of Los Angeles, 
Department of Cultural Affairs; 
with additional support from The 
Getty Foundation, Los Angeles 
County Arts Commission, and 
SPARC, in collaboration with 18th 
Street Arts Center. 

The 18th Street Arts Center will 
be producing online exhibition 
walkthroughs and a panel discus-
sion on Sept. 17 at 4 p.m. in col-
laboration with CSPG.  

Visit 18thstreet.org/calendar for 
more details. 

 

photo courtesy of 18th Street Arts Center 

Mark Vallen, “To Protect and Serve the Rich—Jail the Homeless,” 
1987. Silkscreen. Los Angeles, CA.

The Broa   d Stage poetry hour is tonight at 6 p.m. 
The Broad Stage and L.A.-

based publisher Red Hen Press 
continues season two of the Red 
Hen Press Poetry Hour with the 
online episode “The Poetics of 
Climate Change” on Thursday, 
Aug. 27 at 6 p.m. 

Nature is all around us, but what 
is its true impact and influence on 
the creation of art? Join returning 
host Sandra Tsing Loh for a con-
versation on the environment’s 
necessity for artistic figures.  

Panelists include poet/naturalist 
Elizabeth Bradfield, whose recent 
book "Towards Antarctica" offers 
a unique view through pho-
tographs and prose, and science 
journalist/playwright Alanna 
Mitchell, whose play "Sea Sick," 
tells the tale of her 13 oceanic jour-
neys in 3 years to observe the vast 
chemical changes at the hand of 

man and why that matters.     
The “Poetics of Climate 

Change” will also feature readings 
by critically acclaimed poet 
Natalie Diaz, member of the Gila 
River Indian Tribe and born and 

raised in the Fort Mojave Indian 
Village in Needles, California on 
the banks of the Colorado River; 
2014 Los Angeles Poet Laureate 
Luis J. Rodriguez, founding editor 
of Tia Chucha Press and co-
founder/president of Tia Chucha’s 
Centro Cultural & Bookstore in 
the San Fernando Valley; and Poet 
Laureate of Utah Paisley Rekdal.  

This second season of virtual 
programming brings together per-
forming artists and poets to 
explore themes central to works 
featured in The Broad Stage's 
2020/21 season. Red Hen Press 
Poetry Hour is part of The Broad 
Stage at Home, original monthly 
programming via the online portal 
that will broadcast through 
December. The livestream broad-
cast can be found at thebroad-
stage.org/athome. 

photo courtesy of the Broad 

American poet Paisley Rekdal

New John Adams’ release 'Must the 
Devil Have All the Good Tunes?’ 

"Must the Devil Have All the 
Good Tunes?" is American com-
poser John Adams’ latest creation 
for piano and continues his 
provocative exploration of that 
instrument heard in "Grand Pianola 
Music" (1983) and "Hallelujah 
Junction" (2001).  

Written by Adams for pianist 
Yuja Wang, this Los Angeles 
Philharmonic commission had its 
world premiere at Walt Disney 
Concert Hall in March 2019. Music 
and Artistic Director Gustavo 
Dudamel, the orchestra and Wang 
returned to the iconic venue the fol-
lowing November to make the live 
recording. 

Adams’ ability to deconstruct 
aesthetic clichés and bridge the 
gaps between different forms of 
music has earned him worldwide 
appreciation, as demonstrated last 
year when he became the first 
American composer to be awarded 
the prestigious Erasmus Prize for 
his contribution to contemporary 
classical music. 'Must the Devil 
Have All the Good Tunes?' contin-
ues his close connection with the 
Los Angeles Philharmonic. In 
2009, Dudamel appointed Adams 
to the newly created position of 
Creative Chair. 

Soloist Wang gives an outstand-
ing performance with her electrify-
ing technique, she effortlessly mas-
ters the intricate and at times excep-
tionally difficult piano writing, suc-
cessfully weaving lightness and ele-
gance together with dynamism and 
explosiveness – the contrasting but 

characteristic qualities of Adams’ 
music.  

This exciting new Deutsche 
Grammophon recording marks 
Adams’ first piano concerto in sev-
eral decades and was recently 
released as a Dolby Atmos e-album 
via Amazon and as an e-video on 
Apple Music and Tidal. The release 
of a vinyl edition is slated for Oct. 
16.  

For more information, visit 
laphil.com/adams. 

photo by Kirk Edwards, courtesy of LA Phil  

Yuja Wang 
 

Felder’s ‘George Gershwin Alone’ to benefit The Wallis
 Hershey Felder will perform 

“George Gershwin Alone” as a 
live streamed broadcast musical 
event presented live from 
Florence, Italy, to benefit The 
Wallis Annenberg Center for the 
Performing Arts on Sunday, Sept. 
13 at 5 p.m.  

Following up this year's suc-
cessful live streams of “Hershey 
Felder as Irving Berlin” and 
“Hershey Felder: Beethoven” 
from Felder’s residence in 
Florence, Italy, which raised sig-
nificant funds for 13 US theaters 
and arts organizations, Felder has 
created a new arts broadcasting 
company, Hershey Felder Presents 
– Live from Florence. 

“George Gershwin Alone,” 
which has had over 3,000 perfor-
mances worldwide, including 
Broadway, London’s West End 
and Los Angeles, tells the story of 
America’s great composer, who 
with the groundbreaking 
“Rhapsody in Blue” made a “Lady 
out of Jazz.” The show incorpo-
rates the composer's best-known 

songs through the hits of “An 
American In Paris” and “Porgy 
and Bess,” to a complete perfor-
mance of “Rhapsody in Blue.”  

Gershwin, who was born in 
1898 to Russian-Jewish immigrant 
parents in Brooklyn and died of an 
undiagnosed brain tumor at the age 
of 38 in 1937, never knew how 
famous and beloved he and his 
work would become. He wrote 
more than 1,000 songs for the 
stage and screen as well as works 
for the opera house and the sym-
phony orchestra. Together, he and 
his brother Ira wrote an array of 
notable compositions, including 
“The Man I Love,” “Embraceable 
You,” “’S Wonderful” and “They 
Can’t Take That Away from Me.” 
His groundbreaking opera, “Porgy 
and Bess,” is now considered an 
American classic.  

Felder, who wrote and stars in 
the one-man show, deftly perfoms 
on the piano while powerfuly 
bringing Gershwin’s story to life. 

The production is directed by 
Stefano de Carli and Felder, adapt-

ed from the stage play directed by 
Joel Zwick.     Tickets are $55 per 
household for viewing on Smart 
TV, computer, smartphone or 
tablet. Purchase includes the live 
stream and a week of extended 
“on-demand” viewing access to 
the recording of the live broadcast 
(available one-hour after the live 
broadcast ends). Tickets cannot be 
transferred or shared. For informa-
tion, visit thewallis.org/gershwin. 

photo courtesy of Hershey Felder Presents: 
LIVE FROM FLORENCE, ITALY 

Hershey Felder as Gershwin  

https://diamondfoamandfabric.com


Park Labrea News/Beverly Press 25  August 27, 2020

lenging economic times. I’ve done 
that twice before,” he said.  

Duran added 
that the city is 
well-situated to 
weather the 
current storm, 
and he’d also 
like to see 
more of his 
long-term pro-
jects come to fruition, such as the 
AIDS Monument and the creation 

of a theater district in the city.  
J e r o m e 

Cleary de -
clined to give 
his age but 
said, “I have a 
wealth of 
knowledge and 
e x p e r i e n c e , 
living in the 
city for 34 
years.”  

Cleary, a marketing consultant, 

Candidates focus on COVID-19, homelessness    
From page 3
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and John Duran have become out of 
touch with quality-of-life issues 
affecting middle-class residents ... 
and small business owners. That’s 
an inevitability of spending 20 or 
40 years in elected office,” 
Colantonio said.  

His priorities 
include eco-
nomic recov-
ery, which 
funds the city’s 
essential ser-
vices, and 
adding out-
reach to the 
homeless.  

Heilman, 63, has served on the 
City Council since West 
Hollywood’s founding in 1984, 
with the exception of a three-month 
period in 2015.  

Heilman, a law school professor, 
wanted to run again because he 
loves the city and thinks “my expe-
rience is really important right now, 
given the impact of the pandemic.” 

H e i l m a n 
said “experi-
ence and stabil-
ity really are 
important for 
the communi-
ty,” and the 
current leader-
ship has the 
city in a strong and successful 
place.  

“The three big priorities are one, 
helping the residents who have 
been impacted by the pandemic. It’s 
my No. 1 priority and I hope it’s 
everyone’s priority. Two, helping 
the business community and avoid-
ing the economic downfall. And 
three, bringing rail to West 
Hollywood,” 
H e i l m a n 
added.  

Mark Farhad 
Yusupov, 51, is 
running for 
council for the 
first time. A 
native of the 
former USSR, 
he chairs the city’s Russian 
Advisory Board and also serves as 
president of the HOA of his condo-
minium building. 

Yusupov said he wants to take the 
skills and experience he’s gained 
through the HOA and Russian 
Advisory Board and “make life bet-
ter, not just for yourself but for 
everyone.” 

If elected, 
his biggest pri-
ority will be 
e c o n o m i c 
recovery for 
local business-
es. Yusupov 
said the city 
could help 
small-business owners find finan-
cial help and mediate negotiations 
between landlords and tenants.  

“I think both sides are grappling 
with the question of how this will 
be handled after [the eviction mora-
toriums end], and I think that’s 
where the city can step up and pro-
vide advice and guidance,” he said.  

Sepi Shyne, 43, nearly unseated 
Counc i lman 
John D’Amico 
in the 2019 
council race. A 
lawyer and 
small-business 
owner, Shyne 
said she is run-
ning to help 
prevent the “growing economic dis-
placement” that has hurt small busi-
nesses and the middle class. Shyne 
has served on the city’s Lesbian and 
Gay Advisory Board and is a 
Business License Commissioner.  

“I felt called to service to be an 
advocate for the people and was so 
inspired by the November 2018 
women’s wave. For the first time, I 
saw so many diverse candidates get 
elected to office and realized I can 
serve too,” she said.  

Her priorities include creating 
more affordable housing, small-
business recovery, creating a social 
justice task force to dismantle sys-
temic racism and train city staff on 
systemic racism and having gender 
equity on city commissions.  

An 11th candidate, Tom Demille, 
who has run as a candidate in mul-
tiple previous City Council races, 
planned to run again this year, but 
will not due to an issue with his 
paperwork. 

has served on the city’s Gay and 
Lesbian Advisory Board, and he 
i n t e r v i e w s 
c o m m u n i t y 
mem bers on 
his local cable 
t e l e  v i s i o n 
shows. He also 
r e g u l a r l y 
speaks during 
the public com-
ment portion of 
City Council meetings.  

Cleary ran for City Council four 
times previously, but this is the first 
election he’s competed in since 
2005.  

“It’s gotten worse in the last 15 
years, overde-
velopment, res-
idents wanting 
new blood and 
new voices on 
the City 
Council, so I 
am running 
again,” Cleary 
said. 

He added that his focus would be 
on crime, homelessness and creat-
ing activities for visitors and resi-
dents beyond visiting local restau-
rants and bars. 

M a r c o 
Colantonio, 57, 
is running for 
the first time. A 
licensed real-
tor, general 
c o n t r a c t o r , 
prop erty man-
ager and the 
founder and 
former publisher of WeHo Times, 
Colantonio said he’s “been very 
involved in the community and the 
political process for 15 years.” He 
served on the Disability Advisory 
Board and works with the city’s 
Social Services Division.  

Colantonio said he would bring 
empathy, as well as a fresh perspec-
tive that the incumbents lack.  

“I am a huge admirer of John 
Heilman, but I think John Heilman 

John Erickson Jerome Cleary

Christopher 
McDonald

John Duran

Larry Block

Noemi Torres

Marco Colantonio

John Heilman

Mark Farhad 
Yusupov

Sepi Shyne

The original director and cast 
of the Fountain Theatre’s 2010, 
multiple award-winning produc-
tion of “The Ballad of Emmett 
Till” by Ifa Bayeza will reunite 
for a livestreamed reading of the 
play on Friday, Aug. 28, which 
marks the 65th anniversary of 
Till’s murder. The reading will 
take place at 4.p.m. and be avail-
able for viewing at fountainthe-
atre.com/fountain-digital/the-
ballad-of-emmett-till-2020. 
Tickets are $20. 

In August 1955, 14-year-old 
Till was visiting relatives in 
Money, Mississippi, when he 
was accused of whistling at 
Carolyn Bryant, a white woman 
who was a cashier at a grocery 
store. Four days later, Bryant’s 
husband, Roy, and his half-broth-
er, J.W. Milam, kidnapped Till, 
beat him and shot him in the 
head. The men were tried for 
murder, but an all-white, male 
jury acquitted them. Till’s murder 
and open casket funeral galva-
nized the emerging Civil Rights 
movement. Bryant recanted her 
story in 2017, admitting that the 
court testimony she gave more 
than six decades prior was false 
and stating, “Nothing that boy 

did could ever justify what hap-
pened to him.” 

“As America is now being 
challenged to face its racist histo-
ry, I can think of no project more 
worthy,” Fountain artistic direc-
tor Stephen Sachs said. “In addi-
tion to being the 65th anniversary 
of the murder, Aug. 28 also 
marks the 57th anniversary of the 
historic March on Washington in 
1963, and a 2020 march on 
Washington is being planned this 
year, on that date as well.”  

Part history, part mystery and 
part ghost story, Bayeza’s lyrical 
integration of past, present, fact 
and legend turns Till’s story into 
a soaring work of music, poetic 
language and riveting theatricali-
ty. The Fountain’s 2010 West 
Coast premiere was twice 
extended and won a combined 
total of 14 Los Angeles Drama 
Critics Circle, Ovation, 
Backstage and NAACP awards 
for production, direction, play-
writing and ensemble.  Bernard 
K. Addison, Rico E. Anderson, 
Lorenz Arnell, Adenrele Ojo and 
Karen Malina White will reprise 
their roles for the online reading, 
with Shirley Jo Finney again at 
the helm.

‘Ballad of Emmett Till’ cast 
reunites for online reading  

photo by Ed Krieger/courtesy of the Fountain Theatre 

The cast and director of “The Ballad of Emmett Till” are reuniting 10 
years later to commemorate the 65th anniversary of Till’s death.

Women’s March Foundation will 
join the 57th anniversary commem-
oration of the March on Washington 
in Los Angeles. The caravan and 
rally is scheduled for Aug. 28, from 
noon to 2 p.m. at Leimert Park. 

The national commemoration of 
the 1963 civil rights march on 
Washington is timely amid wide-
spread protests and unrest over the 
police killings of Black Americans. 
The caravan and rally will focus on 
the black vote and the civil rights Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr. fought for on 

Aug. 28, 1963, the date of the first 
March on Washington. Speakers 
include community leaders such U.S. 
Rep. Maxine Waters (D-Los 
Angeles), the Rev. William D. Smart. 

The March on Washington on 
Aug. 28, 1963, was a watershed 
moment in the fight for racial jus-
tice in America and is remembered 
for the iconic “I Have A Dream” 
speech by King. 

Leimert Park is located at 3333 
W. 43rd Place. For information, 
visit womensmarchfoundation.org. 

Women’s March Foundation helps 
commemorate March on Washington  
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that’s leading the charge on this,” 
she said, noting that the city’s next 
step will be to send a letter asking 
Gov. Gavin Newsom to veto the 
bill. “Given that there’s a lot of 
pressure from Congress to get this 
passed, the likelihood of the gover-
nor vetoing is pretty low.” 

Currently, the state has its elec-
tions in even numbered years on the 
first Tuesday after the first Monday 
in March, and in November. If the 
governor signs the bill into law, it 
will move elections in non-presi-
dential years from March to June, 
making the next elections after 
November as follows: June and 
November 2022, March and 
November 2024, June and 
November 2026, and March and 
November 2028. 

An Aug. 9 letter authored by City 
Manager George Chavez, which the 
City Council ratified at its Aug. 18 
meeting, asked that the State Senate 
amend the bill to allow cities to 
extend City Council terms beyond 
the current 12-month statutory limit 
until the June 2022 election can be 
certified and the installation of the 
elected officials can occur. 

“Arguably, without this amend-
ment, the city of Beverly Hills will 
lack a quorum of its City Council 
beginning in March 2022 as the city 
is unable to extend the (terms of) 
the three current City Council 
members who are up for reelec-
tion,” Chavez wrote to state Sen. 
Tom Umberg (D-Santa Ana), the 
bill’s author. 

Beverly Hills Mayor Lester 
Friedman, Vice Mayor Bob 
Wunderlich and Councilman John 
Mirisch are unable to have their 
terms extended beyond March 2022 
under current law.  Pursuant to 
Elections Code Section 10403.5(b), 
no term of office may be increased 
or decreased by more than 12 
months as a result of an ordinance 
consolidating elections. 

In 2017, the Beverly Hills City 
Council voted to extend the terms 
of all five members by one year to 
meet the requirements of Senate 

Bill 415, also known as the 
California Voter Participation 
Rights Act, which required cities to 
align their elections with either the 
state primary elections or the gener-
al election in November of even 
numbered years in an effort to 
increase voter turnout. In 
September 2017, then-Gov. Jerry 
Brown signed Senate Bill 568, 
which moved the state’s June elec-
tion in even numbered years to 
March. Prior to these two bills, 
Beverly Hills held elections in 
March of odd-numbered years. 

“The fiscal impact of the passage 
of SB 970 is unknown; however, it 
could be quite significant as the city 
arguably would be without a quo-
rum of the City Council for four 
months and items requiring 
approval of the City Council would 
be delayed until a quorum exists,” 
the Aug. 18 Beverly Hills City 
Council staff report stated. 

In the absence of Newsom veto-
ing the bill, Owens said she was 
hopeful that a legislator would take 
up the issue and introduce the fix in 
the beginning of the next session, 
either at the end of December or in 
January. In addition to using its 
lobbyists in Sacramento to help 
sway members of the Assembly 
and state Senate to take up the 
cause, Owens said the city is also in 
contact with the League of 
California Cities and plans to reach 
out to the California Contract 
Cities Association to further 
engage on the city’s behalf. The 
city is also taking various other 

“It makes no sense 
that we would only 
have two council 

members for three 
months. That’s just 

crazy.” 
 

-Beverly Hills City Councilman 
Julian Gold

Lives Matter, March For All Black 
Lives And Black LGBTQI+ Rights, 
Dedicated To Transgender People 
Of Color, June 14, 2020.” 

“The installation of the All Black 
Lives Matter commemorative sign 
on Hollywood Boulevard was 
extremely emotional for me as a 
Black trans man,” said Luckie 
Alexander, the artist who created 
the All Black Lives Matter street art 
and a BLAC member. “This is 
something that will let our Black 
LGBTQ+ community, especially 
our Black trans siblings, know they 
are seen, valid and valued. This act 
by Councilmember O’Farrell and 
his team, backed by the city of Los 
Angeles, gives me hope that we are 
not fighting alone as a community.” 

The new permanent street art will 
be similar to the giant, multi-col-
ored temporary art spelling out 
“ALL BLACK LIVES MATTER” 
that was painted on the street by 
organizers on June 13, the day 
before the historic march. Since 
then, O’Farrell had the center sec-
tion of the street where the words 
were painted blocked to traffic 
while the city considered creating a 
permanent marker. The councilman 
stressed the importance of the art, 
which memorializes members of 

the transgender community. 
“After years and years of vio-

lence against our Black and queer 
communities, we are creating the 
first memoralized space in Los 
Angeles dedicated to transgender 
people of color,”  O’Farrell said. 

“Acknowledging the historic 
event in June, while elevating the 
conversation about the experiences 
of transgender and gueer people of 
color, is critical as we progress in 
the movement to ensure the visibil-
ity of our community,” added 
Karina Samala, chair of the Los 
Angeles Transgender Advisory 
Council. “Thank you to all who 
worked to see this project realized.” 

Answers From Page 22

actions to gain support, including 
reaching out to its two representa-
tives – state Sen. Ben Allen (D-
Santa Monica) and Assemblyman 
Richard Bloom (D-Santa Monica). 

When SB 970 was first intro-
duced in February, it entered the 
floor under the guise of a minor bill 
that would implement gender neu-
tral pronouns on the affidavit of reg-
istration for voters by replacing 
“his/her” and “he/she.” In March, 
the bill’s original content was 
removed and replaced with lan-
guage that dealt specifically with 
moving the election date. In May, 
the bill was further amended to 
specify that redistricting commis-
sions needed additional time to 
draw new district lines as a result of 
the delay in receiving data from the 
United States Census Bureau. Due 
to COVID-19, the census deadline 
was extended from July 31 until 
Sept. 30. 

“This happens all the time in 
Sacramento, and our City Council 
would like that practice of ‘gut and 
amend’ in Sacramento to stop,” 
Owens said. 

At the Aug. 18 council meeting, 
the Beverly Hills City Council was 
united in its position to advocate to 
extend member terms for the addi-
tional time it would take to have 
and certify the June 2022 election. 

“It makes no sense that we would 
only have two council members for 
three months. That’s just crazy,” 
Councilman Julian Gold said. 

While the City Council has previ-
ously appointed people to serve in 
an elected council member’s stead, 
such as in 2016 when Kathy Reims 
was appointed to replace the vacant 
seat left by Councilman Willie 
Brien for 10 months, no considera-
tion was given to exploring a simi-
lar possibility. 

“If the governor doesn’t veto it, 
we’ll have to get urgency legisla-
tion, that’s all there is to it,” City 
Attorney Larry Wiener said. “I 
think that we will get the urgency 
legislation if we don’t get this bill 
amended.”

Council may lack three members in 2022   
From page 1

vowed to crack down on party 
houses, which they say are being 
held in violation of COVID-19 
public health orders. Los 
Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti 
recently authorized water and 
power service to be shut off at 
houses where repeated violations 
have occurred, and last week ser-
vices were shut off at the first 
house flagged for hosting multi-
ple parties. A city ordinance 
allows police to issue citations to 
people who throw disruptive 
parties, as well as property own-
ers who rent the houses. The 

LAPD’s Hollywood Division 
has a special unit dedicated to 
enforcing the party house ordi-
nance. The Los Angeles City 
Council is currently examining 
further steps including limiting 
the number of guests at short-
term rentals and prohibiting live 
entertainment, music, valets and 
other services used at large par-
ties. 

Anyone with information 
about the shooting and murder is 
urged to call investigators with 
the West Bureau Homicide Unit 
at (213)382-9470.

Shooting is latest in 
party house incidents  
From page 1

Hollywood Boulevard 
gets permanent art 
From page 1Center Theatre Group is mov-

ing its entire fall 2020 season of 
education and community partner-
ships programming exclusively 
online to support the many stu-
dents, educators and parents 
adjusting to remote learning.  

The program offerings will 
include classes, workshops, read-
ings, mentorship, career planning, 
educator training and a re-imag-
ined approach to its annual August 
Wilson Monologue Competition 
and Student Ambassador 
Program. The season will extend 
from August through December 
2020, with most programs contin-
uing into 2021. Additional pro-
gramming for the remainder of the 
2020-21 season will be announced 
at a later date. 

“While our stages and rehearsal 
rooms and classrooms across Los 
Angeles must remain empty, we 
are grateful to be able to continue 
to keep the arts at the center of our 
community through a wide array 
of online programs,” Center 
Theatre Group Managing Director 
and CEO Meghan Pressman said.  

“While we value the face-to-
face contact and community con-
nection of our traditional pro-
grams, our online programming 
reduces many of the barriers to 
participation at this time,” 

Pressman added. “We also know 
the arts and every act of art-mak-
ing is a central element in build-
ing and rebuilding our communi-
ties. We feel the imperative to 
offer these experiences and pro-
vide resources to our students, 
teachers and partners. So, while 
we look forward to the moment 
that we can all come back togeth-
er, I’m heartened to know that 
these programs will help students, 
educators and members of the 
larger community keep a connec-
tion to this vital artform and con-
tinue to cultivate the next genera-
tion of artists and arts administra-
tors who will define the future of 
theater.” 

Continuing its deep commit-
ment to supporting the careers of 
emerging theatre professionals, 
Center Theatre Group launched a 
new virtual Working in Theatre 
Series. Taking its name from and 
expanding on an existing series of 
pre-recorded videos meant to 
spotlight the many arts-related 
careers available, the new 
Working in Theatre Series, which 
launched June 12, is a 10-week 
series of courses focused on creat-
ing original work and building 
skills for people who wish to pur-
sue a career in theatre. Designed 
for current college and university 

students but open to all, the series 
can be attended in real time or 
viewed later on demand. The first 
semester reached 400 students 
with participants across the U.S. 
and as far away as Saudi Arabia. 
Digital reading materials and 
expanded resources are made 
available before each course. The 
Fall 2020 series begins Oct. 16. 
The fall program is produced in 
partnership with Maroon Arts & 
Culture, an organization dedicated 
to education and empowerment 
through cultural programming and 
performing arts. 

For information, visit centerthe-
atregroup.org/witseries. 

As the Ahmanson Theatre, 
Mark Taper Forum and Kirk 
Douglas Theatre sit dark, Center 
Theatre Group has mined its 
archives for full productions cap-
tured on video that can be made 
available to educators by special 
request. While Center Theatre 
Group generally reaches thou-
sands of students with special stu-
dent matinees and other mainstage 
performances, these videos will 
help keep theatre in the school 
curriculum. To inquire about 
access to these and other materi-
als, including Discovery Guides, 
visit centertheatregroup.org/edu-
cators.

Center Theatre Group’s fall season to move online 

photo by Edwin Folven
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Communities Environmental 
Assessment –  and they’ve already 
looked into potential issues regard-
ing tar and methane. 

“I don’t know where they get that 
idea. Yes, the buildings weigh a lot, 
and we’ve done methane tests and 
we know what tar is there,” Marks 
said. 

However, not all Miracle Mile 
residents and stakeholders are 
opposed as the Miracle Mile 
Coalition claims, said Mehmet 
Berker, chair of the MCWCC 
Planning and Land Use Committee. 

“There were public commenters 
in favor, and there were public com-
menters that were opposed,” Berker 
said in an Aug. 25 interview.  

In the MCWCC meeting, some 
members of the public and board 
members praised the project for the 
addition of housing that would not 
destroy existing housing – and dis-
place the current residents – in the 
process. They also lauded the build-
ing’s design, which they described 
as a good fit for Wilshire 
Boulevard. 

Berker, who voted in favor of the 
Mirabel’s approval, noted that 
while some board members thought 
the project could be better – provid-
ing more affordable housing units, 
for example – “there were enough 
people who said [the project] was 
enough unalloyed good because of 
the housing, or enough of a good to 
outweigh the issues that came with 
it.” 

Marks said he hopes the Mirabel 
will spark other nearby property 
owners to improve their buildings 
before the subway opens. 

“We hope our invested dollars on 
the ground level, from person to 
person activity, will inspire other 
buildings, whether they’re renovat-
ed or torn down, to reinvest in better 
façades and upgrades and things 
like that. There are vacancies and 
they need new tenants. The train is 
going to open up, and it’s going to 
be a big change,” Marks said.

Mirabel opposed by online petition   
From page 1

Neighborhood Plan. That includes 
true affordable and workforce hous-
ing, car-free mobility options and 
pedestrian improvements for a 
walkable, liveable and more vibrant 
Miracle Mile.” 

The approximately 477,000-
square-foot building will create up 
to 348 housing units, of which 38 
will be affordable. Of the affordable 
units, 29 will be set aside for very 
low-income households, while nine 
will be reserved for moderate-
income households.  

In addition, approximately 
15,000 square feet on the ground 
floor will be retail space, and the 
southern and eastern façades of the 
project site, an Art Deco structure 
known as the Sontag Building, will 
be saved and renovated before 
being incorporated into the final 
project. The other part of the site, 
which is currently occupied by the 
Staples store at 5407 Wilshire 
Blvd., will be demolished to make 
way for new construction designed 
by architect Richard Keating.  

The project was originally antici-
pated to contain 371 units, of which 
56 would be affordable. However, 
Marks said Los Angeles City 
Planning requested changes to the 
building’s parking podium, reduc-
ing it from three to two levels. 
Despite being able to add a limited 
number of additional underground 
parking spaces under the Sontag 
Building, there was not enough 
parking space for 371 units, forcing 
a reduction in the number of units, 
Marks said, and the affordable units 
were affected most. 

“In losing the parking, we have to 
reduce the number of units. That 
was the relationship there …  We 
just need to always maintain an 
adequate number of on-site parking 
[spaces],” Marks said. 

The parking is expected to be a 
perk for residents of the luxury 
units, as will be the mechanical 
parking system that will be able to 
charge electrical vehicles each 
night. Residents will also be able to 
take Metro’s Purple Line subway, 
as the Purple Line Extension is 
expected to open a station at 
Wilshire Boulevard and La Brea 
Avenue, which is two blocks from 
the project site, in 2023. The 
Mirabel is expected to be finished 
in 2024.   

Despite the approval from the 
MCWCC, opponents have been 
vocal in their criticism of the pro-
ject. In the MCWCC meeting, 
members of the public and multiple 
board members claimed the project 
did not provide enough affordable 
units, was too large for the neigh-
borhood and did not adequately use 
the valuable space within walking 
distance of a subway station, as the 
wealthy residents of the building 
are less likely than the public at 

large to use public transit.  
Barbara Gallen, a MCWCC 

board member, voted against the 
Mirabel and said the surrounding 
neighborhood is “overwhelmingly 
against” the project.  

In an email, she highlighted sev-
eral concerns about the project, 
including the building’s height, the 
impact on traffic and parking in the 
neighborhood, and her doubts that 
the tower’s residents would use 
public transportation. 

“If and when the development 
team sell their cars and use transit 
exclusively, I'll buy their sales pitch 
that Mirabel residents will do the 
same,” she said.   

A group called the Miracle Mile 
Coalition has also started a 
change.org petition to halt the pro-
ject, and their petition has gained 
more than 1,000 signatures as of 
Aug. 26. The group did not make a 
member or spokesperson available 
for an on-the-record interview, but 
in a statement and in their petition, 
it claims the project is strongly 
opposed by a “unanimous and 
resounding consensus among 
renters, homeowners, numerous 
landlords and businesses” in the 
area and would “destroy Miracle 
Mile.” 

“We are the people who know 
what is best for our neighborhood, 
not developers who live nowhere 
nearby and who clearly have not 
done their due diligence if they real-
ly believe that a 42-story skyscraper 
with exorbitant rents will be even 
nominally filled up, and more perti-
nent, will in any way benefit the 
community. This development will 
in no way benefit this community,” 
the statement read.  

The petition also alleged that the 
building is too large and heavy for 
what is beneath the street,  which 
potentially could be faults, methane 
and tar. Marks said those matters 
will be studied during the environ-
mental review for the project – the 
Mirabel is undergoing a Sustainable 

Los Angeles Mayor Eric 
Garcetti unveiled new artwork 
recently by L.A.-based Estudio 
Zavala as part of the L.A. Mask 
Print Project, a grassroots initia-
tive to remind Angelenos to wear 
a mask through publicly avail-
able art. The free posters and 
designs are available in English 
and Spanish on the city’s 
COVID-19 website for 
Angelenos to download, print 
and post in their storefronts and 
windows. 

“Angelenos cannot let up in 
our fight against COVID-19 – we 
have to stay vigilant, follow the 
data and take every step possible 
to stop the spread of this virus,” 
Garcetti said. “Wearing a mask 
can save lives, and whether 
you’re driving down Wilshire 
Boulevard or visiting the carnice-
ria down the street, this new art-
work taps into our city’s bound-
less creativity to urge all of us to 
do our part to protect one another 
in the face of this pandemic.”   

“Mask-wearing is a sign of sol-
idarity and respect for your 
neighbors and community,” said 
Florencio Zavala, artist and 
founder of Estudio Zavala. “The 
science doesn’t lie – you’re safer 
with a mask on against COVID-

19. I wanted to create posters that 
any Angeleno can enjoy and feel 
part of the greater effort to stay 
safe. I also wanted to speak 
directly to the Latinx community. 
This campaign is for us too and 
we can make a difference. 
Mascarillas salvan vidas.” 

After launching last month 
with three commissioned posters 
produced pro-bono by Studio 
Number One, the L.A. Mask 
Print Project has drawn more 
than 18,000 people to the city’s 
COVID-19 website. The L.A. 
Mask Print Project initiative will 
continue to grow in the weeks 
ahead, with more artist collabora-
tions becoming available for 
download. Angelenos interested 
in participating in this campaign 
to use public art for the public 
good can reach out to 
garcetti.reply@lacity.org for 
more information.  

Estudio Zavala is a design and 
art practice based in northeast 
Los Angeles. Prior to founding 
the studio, Florencio Zavala 
worked as VP, Head of Design at 
MullenLowe Los Angeles and 
Design Director for BBH LA. In 
2018, Florencio’s work was 
added to the Decorative Arts and 
Design collection at LACMA.

Garcetti unveils new public 
art encouraging mask use 
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The L.A. Mask Print Project released new artwork from Estudio 
Zavala for residents and business owners to help slow the spread 
of COVID-19. 

How Cedars-Sinai predicts 
number of COVID-19 patients 

When the novel coronavirus 
started spreading across the U.S., 
hospital leaders were faced with a 
unique challenge: How could they 
accurately forecast the number of 
patients who would need hospital-
ization when no one knew what to 
expect from this new disease? 

At Cedars-Sinai, the medical 
center’s data science team fielded 
dozens of questions from adminis-
trators throughout the hospital – all 
looking for guidance as to what the 
coming weeks might bring. 

How many patients with 
COVID-19 would need to be hospi-
talized at Cedars-Sinai Medical 
Center? Who would need treatment 
in the intensive care unit and 
require a ventilator? How long 
would patients stay? How much 
personal protective equipment 
would the hospital use, and when 
would it need more? 

To answer these questions, the 
data science team used a machine 
learning platform developed at 
Cedars-Sinai to predict staffing 
needs. Data scientists adjusted the 
platform’s algorithms to forecast 
data points related to the novel 

coronavirus. Now the platform 
tracks local hospitalization volumes 
and the rate of confirmed COVID-
19 cases, running multiple forecast-
ing models to help anticipate and 
prepare for increasing COVID-19 
patient volumes with an 85% to 
95% degree of accuracy. 

“Our goal is to have the capacity 
and the right care available every 
day to treat the patients who need 
us, which fluctuates on a daily 
basis,” said Michael Thompson, 
executive director of Enterprise 
Data Intelligence at Cedars-Sinai, 
which developed the platform and 
runs the forecasts. “We need to 
match that daily demand with the 
necessary resources: beds, staff, 
PPE and other supplies.” 

Originally, the data science team 
developed the platform to optimize 
the way care is provided at the hos-
pital. They have analyzed thou-
sands of data points –  such as 
patient vital signs and length of stay 
– to predict the most effective treat-
ments for patients, pinpoint which 
patients have a higher likelihood of 
being readmitted, and foretell 
which patients will be most satis-

rendering courtesy of Walter N. Marks Inc. 

Walter N. Marks Inc. plans to build a 42-story, mixed-use building on 
Wilshire Boulevard in the Miracle Mile. 
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Temperature checks are part of COVID-19 health screenings for all visi-
tors to the Emergency Department at Cedars-Sinai Medical Center. 

fied with their hospital experience. 
Because the medical center’s 

platform uses machine learning, it 
can automatically learn from its 
own mistakes and get “smarter,” 
Thompson said. 

“If it predicts that tomorrow 
we’ll have 100 COVID-19 patients, 
but that actual number turns out to 
be 90, then the platform automati-
cally goes back and tries to relearn 
what changed to cause the outcome 
to be different,” Thompson said. 
“The platform hones its ability to 
recognize patterns and becomes 
smarter every day.” 

Cedars-Sinai is located at 8700 
Beverly Blvd. For information, 
visit cedars-sinai.org. 
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