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Black LGBTQ+ leaders
to lead Sunday’s march

B LA Pride no longer organizing, but still in support

BY JOSE HERRERA

After receiving backlash from
community leaders for not coordi-
nating with the Black Lives Matter
movement, Christopher Street
West, the nonprofit that organizes
the annual Los Angeles Pride
Parade and Festival, has announced
it will no longer be an organizer of
a solidarity march for the black
community.

Instead, the Black LGBTQIA
Advisory Board Council, made up
of all black LGBTQ+ leaders, was
formed to move forward in organiz-
ing the All Black Lives Matter soli-
darity march on Sunday, June 14.
CSW/LA Pride is in full support of
the ABLM march.

“We would like to apologize for
missteps in our rush to create the
June 14 solidarity march to rally
against the systemic racial injustice
the black community faces every
day,” read a statement from
CSW/LA Pride on their Instagram
page on June 6. “We realized that
we did not first collaborate with

enough key leaders and activists in
the black community that have
been fighting on the front lines. For
that, we offer our sincerest apolo-
gies.”

LGBTQ+ and black community
members also criticized CSW/LA
Pride for directing event producer
Jeff Consoletti and JJLA, a live
entertainment and production firm,
to work with law enforcement to
secure First Amendment permits
for the march.

“In that haste, we overlooked the
direct police involvement that per-
mitting involves,” CSW said. “We
understand that clearly goes against
the demands for systemic police
reform. This police reform is cen-
tral to the mission of ending police
brutality for which so many of you
are out in the streets fighting today
and every day.”

The ABLM march is in direct
response to racial injustice, sys-
temic racism and all forms of
oppression.

See CSW page 22

Pan Pacific protest honors black women

B Hundreds of
demonstrators rally for
Breonna Taylor

BY JOSE HERRERA

As public outcry continues over
the death of George Floyd, a black
man who died at the hands of
police in Minneapolis, demonstra-
tors have also highlighted the life
of Breonna Taylor, a black woman
who was shot in her home by
Louisville Metro Police in March.

Los Angeles-based  writer
Shannon Morton, who has partici-
pated in protests over the death of
Floyd, decided that she also want-
ed to address Taylor’s death and
organized an all-black-women-led
protest, #BirthdayforBreonna, on
June 6 at Pan Pacific Park.

“That was my first solo event,”
Morton said. “I have gone to a
protest and my leadership was
there. I thought I could lead one. I
really felt the need to celebrate
Breonna’s life.”

Morton also created Black
Women Lead, a new nonprofit
dedicated to uplifting and ampli-
fying the voices black women.

“Black women have always had

photo by Jose Herrera
Protesters marched on Beverly Boulevard and Spaulding Avenue
after a rally at Pan Pacific Park for #BirthdayforBreonna.

to be the voice of America,”
Morton said.

Hundreds of people answered
the call to commemorate the life
of Taylor, who would have turned
27 on June 5. She said addressing
the large crowd felt natural, and it
was important because people of
different backgrounds need to
work together to dismantle sys-
temic racism.

Speaker, writer and advocate

Rashida Sheedz said when
Morton asked her to join the
protest for Breonna Taylor and all
black women, she was eager to
participate. Sheedz reminded the
large crowd at Pan Pacific Park
that no one group organized the
event, but they, as black women,
came together to make the protest
happen.

See Breonna page 21

BH Rotary Club feeds students, families

B Feeding the Soul
program also supports
local restaurants

BY CAMERON KISZLA

When the coronavirus pandemic
began in March, many organiza-
tions had to change their most basic
functions.

In the case of the Rotary Club of
Beverly Hills, its regular meetings
— which feature speakers like
Wimbledon champion Pam Shriver
and the chairman of City National
Bank, Russell Goldsmith — shifted
from the Beverly Hills Hotel to
Zoom, and in-person conversations
became an internal phone tree.

With its motto being “Service
Above Self,” the Rotary Club
members knew they also had to
find a way to give back to those in
need, said Michael Lushing, presi-
dent of the Rotary Club of Beverly
Hills.

“When the coronavirus reared its
ugly head, we, as a club, immedi-
ately [thought] ‘what can we do to
help our community,” Lushing
said.

The Rotary Club of Beverly Hills
helped fundraise for the Meal to
Heal program, which purchased
food from local restaurants to feed
health care workers, with the
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photo courtesy of Frances Bilak

Frances Bilak, JR Dzubak and Michael Lushing helped organize the
Feeding the Soul program, which provides meals to Beverly Hills families

that live below the poverty line.

Rotary Club covering the credit
card fees for the donations.

When Lushing spoke to another
Rotary Club member, Beverly Hills
Unified School District
Superintendent Michael Bregy, he
realized that there was more the
Rotary Club could do.

Bregy told Lushing about the
hundreds of BHUSD students who
live below the poverty line.
Because these children rely on

meals at school, the district was
serving them cold lunches.

“That’s nice to have a cold lunch,

but what about dinner? What about
a warm dinner? We decided to step
up our efforts,” Lushing said.

Taking the Meal to Heal model —
which was adapted by Beverly

Hills resident Laura Margo from a
television news report about a sim-

See Superintendent page 22

Cities seek to increase
census participation

mL.A., WeHo, BH
self-response rates all
lower than state level

BY CAMERON KISZLA

With the ongoing coronavirus
pandemic, almost every aspect of
life has been upended, halted or
delayed. The 2020 census is no
exception.

The all-important data-gather-
ing tool affects everyone in one
way or another, as the informa-
tion collected in the census deter-

mines Congressional representa-
tion and federal funding, which
then is used for local and state
government programs.

The coronavirus pandemic
halted the U.S. Census Bureau’s
in-person work, and though that
work was able to resume earlier
this week after it had been again
delayed due to recent civil
unrest, time is not on the side of
those who wish to see a robust
response rate for the census.

The deadline for census

See Undercount page 21

photo by Richard E. Settle/courtesy of the city of West Hollywood
The West Hollywood City Council encouraged census participation
during the Jan. 21 City Council meeting.

Gary A Dordick

er ol th



https://dordicklaw.com

2 June 11, 2020

Park Labrea News/Beverly Press

U.S. Reps. Adam Schiff (D-
CA) and Mary Gay Scanlon (D-
PA) introduced a resolution on
June 9 to protect journalists and
reaffirm the importance of free-
dom of the press in response to
violations committed during
recent protests in the wake of the
killing of George Floyd.

“Journalists are being assaulted,
tear-gassed, detained and arrested
on American soil, and black
reporters are even more at risk,”
Schiff said. “A free press is essen-
tial to any democracy, and
reporters need to do their jobs
safely. The press are not the enemy
— unless you fear the truth.”

“A free press is the lifeblood of
democracy and the media’s role in
covering recent protests calling for
racial justice has been critical to
holding the government, at all lev-
els, accountable,” Scanlon said.
“Assaults on members of the press
or attempts to limit their ability to
report on government actions are
unacceptable in a free society.
Additionally, the press must be
exempt from curfew restrictions
so that journalists can report freely,
and our resolution addresses both
of these issues.”

Over the last few weeks, mil-
lions of Americans across the
country have participated in pre-
dominantly peaceful demonstra-
tions against police brutality.
These protests have been covered
extensively by local, national and
international media, an activity
protected by the First Amendment
that is critical to promote account-
ability, transparency and democ-
ratic values, the lawmakers said.

In the course of covering

Schiff defends journalists and
affirms support for a free press

demonstrations, many journalists
have been harassed, injured,
detained or arrested, they added.
As of June 4, the U.S. Press
Freedom Tracker has received
more than 300 reports of press
freedom violations. Law enforce-
ment officers in some areas have
targeted journalists with tear gas,
pepper spray and rubber bullets, in
many cases even as press creden-
tials were displayed, or after they
identified themselves as press.

The resolution reaffirms
Congress’s support for the First
Amendment right of journalists to
do their job and inform the public,
and to do so without fear of phys-
ical harm or arrest.

“Journalists perform an indis-
pensable role in informing local
community members about the
events happening around them.
The First Amendment protects
journalists’ freedom to gather and
report the news wherever it takes
place publicly. Therefore, it was
deeply troubling to see attacks on
journalists across the country,
including by law enforcement,
while they were on the ground
reporting on the protests follow-
ing the death of George Floyd,”
News Media Alliance President
and CEO David Chavern said.
“Freedom of the press is central
to a strong democratic society.
We applaud the introduction of
this resolution by Reps. Scanlon
and Schiff, which reaffirms jour-
nalists’ Constitutional rights and
calls for the protection of these
journalists who are risking their
lives to do their jobs and bring
critical news and information to
the public.”

Fires blacken separate areas in the Hollywood Hills

BY EDWIN FOLVEN

Warm temperatures and gusty
winds sent firefighters into action
earlier this week as unrelated brush
fires erupted near the Hollywood
Bowl on June 9 and on a hillside near
Franklin Canyon Park on June 7.

The fire near the Hollywood Bowl
was reported at 6:19 am. on a hill-
side near a parking lot for the venue
in the 2300 block of Highland
Avenue. Using a combination of
ground crews and three helicopters,
Los Angeles Fire Department per-
sonnel extinguished the blaze at
approximately 8:30 a.m.

No buildings were damaged and
no injuries were reported. The fire
blackened approximately 2.5 acres
of vegetation and the cause remains
under investigation, said LAFD
spokesman Brian Humphrey. Crews
were stationed near the burn area
overnight to prevent small flare-ups
from reigniting remaining brush on
the hillside. The Hollywood Bowl
marquee featured a message of
thanks for firefighters.

The fire near Franklin Canyon
Park occurred shortly before 9 am.
on June 7 near 1300 Lake Drive, in
the Beverly Crest area, north of
Beverly Hills. By approximately 10
am., firefighters surrounded the
blaze and it was extinguished a short
time later. The area is in the city of

THANK YOU
LAFD

photo courtesy of the LAFD

The marquee at the Hollywood Bowl featured a special message after

the fire was extinguished.

Los Angeles and the Los Angeles
Fire Department oversaw operations,
with assistance from the Beverly
Hills and Los Angeles County fire
departments. No structures were
damaged and no injuries were report-
ed. The fire was contained to approx-
imately three acres and the cause
remains under investigation.
Humphrey said the warm and
windy conditions this week signaled
an unusually early start to fire sea-
son. He said brush fires have
occurred throughout the city over the

past four days in other areas includ-
ing Bel Air, Elysian Park and the San
Fernando Valley. All have been unre-
lated and do not appear to be the
result of foul play. They illustrate the
danger that exists and a need for pre-
cautions, Humphrey said.

“Many fires are preventable if
people remember to do things like
not parking on tall grass and remov-
ing brush and debris away from
homes,” Humphrey said. “We want
people to use common sense and be
careful.”

Food delivery fee caps signed into law

Los Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti
signed a law on June 5 that limits
delivery app charges to restaurants,
capping delivery fees at 15% and all
other non-delivery charges at 5%.

The ordinance was created
through a motion authored by Los
Angeles City Councilman Mitch
O’Farrell, 13th District.

“Our local, independent mom and
pop restaurants have been strug-
gling to survive since the pandemic
began,” O’Farrell said. “Restaurants
and their customers are basically
subsidizing venture capital funded
delivery app companies with this
unfair arrangement. The ordinance
also protects the delivery drivers
who work for these companies. This
is a victory for Main Street over
Wall Street.”

The ordinance, which was unani-
mously approved by the City
Council last week, went into effect
immediately, with a 15-day grace
period to allow for third-party food
delivery services to adjust their
practices. It will allow restaurants to
use third-party delivery apps to sus-
tain business without being locked
into fees that can exceed 30%.

“With this temporary cap on
delivery fees, Los Angeles is help-
ing save local restaurants and keep
their workers on the job during this
economic upheaval,” Garcetti said.
In addition to capping delivery fees
at 15% and all other non-delivery
charges at 5%, the ordinance also
requires that 100% of tips be given
to delivery drivers. The ordinance is
temporary and remains in place for
90 days beginning on June 1, when

the city’s order prohibiting on-
premises dining was lifted.

Federal funds sought for Walk of Fame improvements

Los Angeles City Councilman
Mitch O’Farrell, 13th District, intro-
duced a motion on June 9 calling on
the city’s Economic and Workforce
Development Department to apply
for up to $30 million in grant fund-
ing from the federal Coronavirus
Aid, Relief, and Economic Security
Act for improvements on the
Hollywood Walk of Fame.

O’Farrell said the funds would
come from a pool of up approxi-
mately $266 million available to
states in the western region of the
country for infrastructure improve-

ments and economic development.
That portion of federal CARES Act
funding is specifically earmarked
for infrastructure improvements,
and O’Farrell said they could be
used to generate jobs in Los
Angeles while also improving the
iconic attraction in Hollywood.
“That part of the funding cannot
be used for any other programs. It
can only go toward infrastructure,
public works and streets improve-
ment projects where community
support has been demonstrated,”
O’Farrell reiterated, addressing

concerns he has heard on social
media about the funds possibly
being better used for other pro-
grams. “It’s going to be really
important, especially as the city’s
recovery gets underway, that we
have funding to create jobs.”

After the City Council approved
O’Farrell’s motion on Tuesday, the
Economic and Workforce
Development Department began
pursuing the federal funding.
Details about how the funds will be
specifically used on the Walk of
Fame have not been announced.
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‘Paint Your Peace’ on Hollywood Boulevard

B Artists stand with
Black Lives Matter,
mourn George Floyd

BY JILL WEINLEIN

Last Sunday, June 7, a group of
professional artists and volunteers
painted messages of love, hope and
solidarity on boarded up businesses
near Hollywood and Vine.

Wally Moran, general manager of
Wood & Vine Restaurant & Bar,
boarded the front windows facing
Hollywood Boulevard on the week-
end of May 30. The boards were
tagged with offensive messages, so

he painted over them. When it hap-
pened again, he decided he needed
a better plan. He reached out to his
friend Georgia Van Cuylenburg,
founder and organizer of Arts
Bridge the Gap, a social justice
organization. Together they orga-
nized “Paint Your Peace” to trans-
form plywood boards into mean-
ingful works of art.

Starting at 10 a.m., over 25 people
designed and painted colorful mes-
sages to promote a positive change
for Hollywood and the world, before
an estimated 100,000 people peace-
fully marched along Hollywood
Boulevard. Organized by Black
Lives Matter Los Angeles with BLD

photo by Jill Weinlein
The corner of Hollywood Boulevard and Vine Street has been enhanced
with art promoting peace, hope and solidarity.

PWR, an organization that encour-
ages activism by entertainers, and the
rapper YG, it was one of the largest
protests in Los Angeles.

“We added the boarded up
Katsuya and the Hollywood and
Vine Lift Building,” Moran said.
“Wood & Vine is still closed, but
will be hosting the artists for drinks
here later.”

Moran added that when the
boards come down and they reopen,
the art will be displayed inside the
restaurant.

“The Pantages Theatre said they
want to do the same, and Georgia
wants to do [an art show promoting
some of the painted plywood
pieces] later this year,” he said.

Below the Wood & Vine sign is a
beautiful likeness of poet and civil
rights activist Maya Angelou with
her message “We may encounter
defeat, but we must not be defeated.”

Moran texted one of his regulars,
Angelou’s goddaughter, throughout
the day, sending her progress photos
of this powerful piece. Hopefully,
she will come by soon to see her
godmother’s message and raise a
glass with everyone involved in
“Paint Your Peace.”

photo by Jill Weinlein
A mural honored George Floyd near the corner of Hollywood Boulevard
and Vine Street.

On June 10, Television City,
the iconic media campus owned
and operated by an affiliate of
Hackman Capital Partners,
announced a $2 million pledge to
help address local community
needs as well as seed an educa-
tional endowment to improve
diversity within the entertain-
ment industry.

Television City will start by
committing $1 million to support
local community organizations,
businesses and individuals that
are working to revitalize the
Beverly/Fairfax District.

“Television City has called this
community home for nearly 70
years, and it pains us to see our
neighbors, community organiza-
tions, and small businesses —
many of which are trying to
reopen their doors in the first time
in over three months — suffer
through these challenging times,”
said Michael Hackman, founder
and CEO of Hackman Capital
Partners. “We believe Television
City can spearhead a catalytic
effort among local stakeholders to
provide meaningful help. This
community is resilient and will
come back even stronger, more
vibrant and cohesive.”

In a separate initiative,
Television City is seeding $1 mil-
lion to establish an educational
endowment to increase diversity
and provide career opportunities
in the entertainment industry.
The endowment will work with
local schools, production studios

Television City to support
community, promote diversity

and content creators to offer
black students and other under-
represented communities the
resources to obtain mentorship,
internships, scholarships and the
necessary education and onsite
training to secure jobs in Los
Angeles’ largest industry.

“As a studio and as individu-
als, we stand in solidarity with
the black community and those
speaking out against systemic
racism and racial inequities,”
Hackman said. “But we want to
do more than talk about the
issues; we want to take meaning-
ful action. In today’s world of
content creation, experienced
production crews are in high
demand, and we are committed
to expanding these opportunities
to traditionally underrepresented
communities, creating jobs and
building a more diverse enter-
tainment industry.

“The past three months have
been an incredibly painful time
for the Beverly/Fairfax District
and our city as a whole. By work-
ing with the black community,
our neighbors, small businesses
and our city’s most beloved
industry, we can emerge from
this period stronger than before,”
Hackman added. “I hope
Television City’s pledge will
inspire other stakeholders to join
us in this effort; we have thought
about this long enough, now is
the time to act.”

For information, visit televi-
sioncityla.com.
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Concerns about systemic reform continue at all levels

m Lawmakers call for
accountability with police
conduct at protests

BY EDWIN FOLVEN

Calls for law enforcement reform
are growing louder in the wake of
the death of George Floyd, a black
man who died at the hands of
police in Minneapolis, and in
response to the plight of countless
others who have suffered injustice
as the result of enduring and sys-
temic bias and racism in society.

The calls for reform have been
made at many different levels, from
the tens of thousands of protesters
marching in the streets to leaders in
national, state and local govern-
ment. Ideas about how to address
the issues have also taken many
forms.

National leaders from the local
area including California
Democratic U.S. Reps. Ted Lieu,
Karen Bass and Adam Schiff have
called for changes. Bass, chair of
the Congressional Black Caucus, is
among a group of legislators that
on June 8 introduced the Justice in
Policing Act of 2020, a comprehen-
sive approach to police account-
ability.

At the state level, Gov. Gavin
Newsom has called for the creation
of new standards for crowd control
and police use of force in protests,
and an end to the chokeholds and
other similar techniques used by
law enforcement that can cause a
suspect’s death.

Los Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti
has proposed cutting $100 million
to $150 million from the Los
Angeles Police Department’s bud-
get and redirecting it to programs to
enrich people’s lives in disadvan-
taged communities.

Local leaders,  including
Councilmen David Ryu, 4th
District, Curren Price, 9th District,
and Mike Bonin, 11th District, are
seeking an investigation into police
conduct at demonstrations. Bonin
sent a letter on June 6 to Los
Angeles Police Department Chief
Michel Moore seeking explana-
tions of police tactics used during
protests citywide. Ryu and Price
introduced a motion on June 10
seeking a specific investigation into
police actions at a May 30 protest
in the Fairfax District, which origi-
nated as a peaceful demonstration
in Pan Pacific Park but became vio-
lent after clashes occurred between
police and demonstrators. Some
people at the demonstration claim
police used unnecessary force, and
videos have surfaced showing
police officers striking demonstra-
tors with batons.

“What I saw [at the Fairfax
District demonstration] was a
peaceful protest that fell to chaos,”
Ryu said. “Los Angeles deserves a
full account of what happened that
night. I have seen videos of protest-
ers beaten by police officers while
looting and vandalism went
unchecked. I don’t think this
reflects the best of our police
department, and I want answers,
accountability and change with
how LAPD responds to peaceful
protests.”

Lieu, who represents the Fairfax
District, also sent a letter to the Los
Angeles Board of Police
Commissioners calling for a full
investigation of tactics on May 30,
as well as a review of police use of
force.

“During these difficult times, as
our nation and our city tackle gen-
erations of targeted violence by

photo by Umberto Brayj
Many proposals for police reform have been made including major
changes within the Los Angeles Police Department, which is headquar-
tered downtown across the street from Los Angeles City Hall.

civilians and police against black
Americans, the gathering of people
to express their views and concerns
should not be met with more vio-
lence,” Lieu said in a letter to Los
Angeles Police  Commission
President Eileen M. Decker.
“Americans of all colors and creeds
are seeing that racism and white
supremacy are problems we cannot
ignore. And yet, as our neighbors
and communities gather together to
express these concerns, they are
met with further violence. It is vital
to our democracy that Americans
be able to live without fear of not
only expressing their views, but
also when interacting with police.”

The Los Angeles Police
Department responded to the calls
for investigations into use of force
at demonstrations.

“The Los Angeles Police
Department continues to investi-
gate allegations of misconduct, vio-
lations of department policy and
excessive force during the recent
civil unrest,” read an LAPD state-
ment. “The department has
assigned 40 investigators to this
effort and will look into every com-
plaint thoroughly and hold every
officer accountable for their
actions. So far, there are a total of
56 complaint investigations, with
28 involving alleged uses of force.
Seven employees have been
assigned to non-field duties.”

The LAPD is also seeking infor-
mation from anyone who believes
they were wrongfully accused of a
crime, unjustly injured or experi-
enced officer misconduct, and
urges them to file a complaint with
the department’s Internal Affairs
Group by calling (800)339-6868.

Bass said the unprecedented calls
for justice and change among
demonstrators nationwide illus-
trates the need for reforms.

“What we are witnessing is the
birth of a new movement in our
country with thousands coming
together in every state marching to
demand a change that ends police
brutality, holds police officers
accountable and calls for trans-
parency,” Bass said. “For over 100
years, black communities in
America have sadly been marching
against police abuse and calling for
the police to protect and serve them
as they do others. We unveil the
Justice in Policing Act, which will
establish a bold transformative
vision of policing in America.
Never again should the world be
subjected to witnessing what we
saw on the streets in Minnesota
with George Floyd.”

Schiff also said he stands with
people of color and is seeking sys-
temic change.

“Police brutality and racism

against black Americans is every-
where: from small towns to big
cities, in the dark of night to the
light of day. Whether driving a car,
jogging down the street, bird-
watching in a park, taking the sub-
way, shopping at a store, attending
church, sitting at home, sleeping in
bed, black people — predominantly
black men — have been harmed by
racism and, in too many cases,
killed doing these very simple
things that the rest of us take for
granted,” Schiff said in a statement.
“That’s the thing about the virus of
racism: we can never fully under-
stand what it’s like to walk in
another’s shoes. As a father, I've
never had to talk to my kids about
how to avoid being profiled, arrest-
ed, or, God forbid, killed by police.
The fact that black mothers and
fathers and grandparents have to
have that conversation with their

BY EDWIN FOLVEN

Police released more details
this week about a homicide that
occurred on May 31 at a resi-
dence on Wilton Place, near
Melrose Avenue.

The victim was identified as
Mercedes Angeles Perez, 85,
who owned an apartment build-
ing where the alleged murder
occurred in the 600 block of N.
Wilton Place and lived in one of
the units. The suspect, Sandra
Ochoa-Toscano, 28, was a ten-
ant, said Lt. John Radtke, with
the Los Angeles Police
Department’s West Bureau
Homicide Unit.

“The victim was the landlord
and there was some sort of dis-
pute with the suspect,” said
Radtke, who did not know the
exact reason for their argument.
“They were just neighbors.”

Officers from the Olympic
Division received a 911 call at
approximately 9:25 p.m. on May
31 about an assault occurring at
the location. They arrived to find
the suspect on top of the victim
on a porch, stabbing Perez.
Officers ordered the suspect to
stop, and shot her when she con-
tinued harming the victim.

Suspect charged for murder of
elderly woman on Wilton Place

Ochoa-Toscano dropped her
weapon after being shot and
attempted to reenter her apart-
ment, police said. A bloody pen
and bloody scissors were
retrieved at scene as evidence,
police said. She was taken into
custody and transported by
ambulance to a hospital in stable
condition, and later released into
police custody after treatment for
a non-life-threatening gunshot
wound, Radtke added.

The Los Angeles District
Attorney’s Office has filed a
murder charge against Ochoa-
Toscano, with the special cir-
cumstance enhancement that it
was a murder that resulted from
a stabbing. Ochoa-Toscano is
being held in lieu of $2.02 mil-
lion bail at the Century Regional
Detention Facility in Lynwood.

The case is being investigated
concurrently by the West Bureau
Homicide Unit and the LAPD’s
Force Investigation Division
because there was an officer-
involved shooting. The officer
was identified as Anthony
Engleman, of the Olympic
Division. No further information
was provided and the investiga-
tion into the shooting will likely
take several weeks.

children and grandchildren every
single day in this country is
appalling. This has got to change.”

Garcetti outlined many other
steps to improve law enforcement,
including more training and
enforcement of a requirement that
officers intervene if they see inap-

propriate use of force and always
report misconduct. All LAPD offi-
cers will undergo de-escalation and
crowd control training so they can
better respond to demonstrations. A
moratorium is being placed on
putting people on the state gang

See Calls page 8
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Construction Update

TRAFFIC ALERT
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Peaceful protesters won'’t face criminal charges

B Top prosecutors
announce non-punitive
approach

BY EDWIN FOLVEN

Los Angeles County District
Attorney Jackie Lacey and Los
Angeles City Attorney Mike Feuer
announced on June 8 that no
charges will be filed against the
more than 2,000 people who were
arrested for curfew violations, fail-
ure to disperse and failure to obey a
lawful order during demonstrations
during the past two weeks.

Lacey and Feuer, the top prosecu-
tors in Los Angeles County and the
city of Los Angeles, respectively,
said punishing people who were
arrested for non-violent offenses
while at protests exercising their
constitutional rights would be coun-
terproductive on many levels. They
remain committed to prosecuting
people accused of violent acts, loot-
ing and vandalism to ensure they
are held accountable, but are seek-
ing creative ways to address the sit-
uation many others are facing in the
aftermath of being taken into cus-
tody by police while attempting to
peacefully spread a message.

“Because of the focus created by
the peaceful protesters, we have a
rare opportunity to change hearts,
minds and institutions. We cannot
squander this moment. It can no
longer be us against them. We can-
not continue to talk at each other.
We must really listen to one anoth-
er,” Feuer said. “Thousands of
peaceful protesters whose only
offense was a curfew violation, fail-
ure to disperse, failure to follow a
lawful order or similar violation
were arrested. We have yet to
receive referrals from LAPD on
these cases, but given the anxiety
those arrested for these violations
now feel, and the emphasis we as a
community need to place on mov-
ing our city forward toward a more
equitable and just future, I decided
to issue a statement reflecting my
values and those of my office, and
offering a general perspective on
how these matters should be han-
dled. Rather than default to tradi-
tional prosecution, I see this as a
moment to further focus on the
deeply rooted, deeply felt issues at
the core of the protests, to begin to
find the common ground necessary
for us to make progress, together, to
renew our relationships and our
institutions.”

Lacey said her decision not to
prosecute individuals for curfew
violations and failure to disperse
was based on a desire to protect
their rights.

“I believe whole-heartedly in free
speech and support the right of pro-
testers to demonstrate peacefully
against historic racial injustice in
our criminal justice system and
throughout our nation,” Lacey said.
“I want to encourage the exchange
of ideas and work to establish dia-
logue between law enforcement and
protesters so that we may imple-
ment enduring systemic change.”

Feuer added that while a non-
punitive approach is being taken
toward non-violent arrestees, he
hopes to use the situation as a learn-
ing experience. Those who were
arrested will be asked to participate
in dialogues about underlying
issues of racial inequality, bias and
abuse. Participation will not be
mandatory, but strongly encour-
aged. Feuer hopes protesters who
were not arrested will also join the
dialogues, which could help shape
the future of how government func-

tions in a more equitable way.

“In the next couple months, we
will work with members of the
community, our criminal justice and
law enforcement partners, and
experts in facilitation to develop
alternative models that reflect this
basic paradigm. We expect to begin
implementing this approach later
this summer,” Feuer said. “Our
hope is that this restorative justice
approach will be an ingredient in
deepening the mutual empathy,
understanding and respect that our
city needs, perhaps serving as a
model for other jurisdictions as
well.”

The approach coincides with the

city attorney’s office’s Community
Justice Initiative, which allows for
the resolution of low-level offenses
outside of the courts. A program for
individuals experiencing homeless-
ness enables them to have citations
removed from records if they accept
resources to get them off the streets
and into housing. Other city leaders
said they support a non-punitive
approach for the non-violent
demonstrators.

“Powerful, peaceful, passionate
protest is inseparable from the
American identity. And I am proud
of the thousands of Angelenos who

See Protesters page 21
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With thousands of people arrested for curfew violations and failure to
obey police orders, prosecutors don’t plan to punish peaceful protesters.
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Hollywood leaders discuss COVID-19 priorities

W Bloom, Friedman,
Santiago say reopening
must be done with
safety in mind

BY CAMERON KISZLA

On May 29, the Hollywood
Chamber of Commerce continued
its Leadership in Action Virtual
Town Hall Series with a discussion
of the coronavirus pandemic and its
effect on Hollywood and the local
economy. The featured guests were
Assemblyman Richard Bloom (D-
Santa Monica), Assemblywoman
Laura Friedman (D-Burbank) and
Assemblyman Miguel Santiago (D-
Los Angeles), all of whom repre-
sent districts that include portions
of Hollywood.

During the wide-ranging, one-
and-a-half-hour talk, the Assembly
members tackled a variety of topics,
including the state budget, the need
to focus on preparing for wildfires
and other disasters, the liability con-
cerns of business owners and when
they believe the Los Angeles area
can begin returning to normalcy.

In California, the deadline to pass
a balanced budget is June 15. While
the year began with hopes that the
state would be working with a
multi-billion-dollar surplus, the
economic slowdown due to the
COVID-19 crisis means the state is
likely to face a budget deficit of $54
billion.

One confounding factor is that
the tax deadline was pushed back
until July, meaning state leaders
don’t have exact figures with which
to work, Santiago said. He added
that the legislature is likely to pass a
“baseline budget ... that will keep
the lights on,” then allocate addi-
tional funding by passing budget
trailer bills later this summer.

“There’s a lot of best-guess work
going on and estimates to ensure
California lands on its best feet,”
Santiago said.

In addition, the budget negotia-
tions were slowed by the coron-
avirus pandemic, costing lawmak-
ers valuable time. Now, legislators
are playing catch-up, Bloom said.

“This process is moving very
rapidly because we lost several
weeks when we went home after
the initial stay-at-home orders and
recessed the Assembly for several
weeks,” Bloom said.

Despite the struggles to pass this
year’s budget, there are some items
that, if neglected, could cost the
state dearly, the Assembly members
said.

Friedman pointed to a bill she
and Bloom are working on, the
Assembly companion to Senate Bill
45, which would authorize more
than $5.5 billion in bonds to fund
wildfire prevention, drought prepa-
ration, flood protection and “other
issues that are going to be exacer-
bated by climate change,”
Friedman said. If approved by the
state government, the bond would
be put to the voters on the
November ballot.

“We were all full [steam] ahead
... until COVID hit, and we’re still
all discussing whether there’s room
for a bond right now, given the
financial situation,” Friedman said.

If there is inaction on this issue in
the interest of saving money now,
Friedman said, it might cost taxpay-
ers more later, much like delayed
preparation and deferred action on
the coronavirus pandemic is nega-
tively impacting Americans now,
despite “years of warnings from sci-
entists and medical doctors.”

“If this crisis has shown us any-

thing, it’s that we weren’t as
resilient as we thought we were ...
In the same way, we have scientists
telling us that we’re not prepared
for sea level rise because of climate
change, we’re not prepared for the
increased wildfire risk, we’re not
prepared for what’s happening with
our water resources because of
drought, and we all know that if you
don’t prepare, the costs that you
bear are much greater later, and not
just human costs, but financial
costs,” she said.

Bloom agreed, saying he shared
Friedman’s “passion on this topic,”
though he noted that if the bond
were to appear on the November
ballot, the Assembly needs to con-
tinue moving with “some urgency,”
as deadlines are approaching.

The Assembly members also dis-
cussed the ongoing progress being
made to reopen portions of the local
economy.

Los Angeles County is looking to
move into Phase 3 of the recovery —

which includes schools, museums,

entertainment industry productions
and spectator-free sporting events —
as early as June 12.

The Assembly members said
they’ve heard from many con-
stituents, including many business
owners, about their desire to return
to work or reopen their shuttered
businesses. Hollywood has been
especially hard-hit because of its
reliance on tourism, entertainment
and restaurants to drive the local
economy, the Assembly members
added.

However, reopening too quickly
could result in both health and
financial impacts, Santiago said.

“I think there’s an urgency for us
to open the economy, just simply
because we know what the eco-
nomic pain is, and the recovery is
much slower if you don’t open up
quickly. Having said that, I will
caution our steps towards opening
have to rely on the facts, and the
facts are related to health care. I
think this is one of the toughest
decisions we’ve ever had to make
in government,” Santiago said.

All three Assembly members said
that without protections against liti-
gation, business owners could face
lawsuits if employees or customers
were to become sick.

Bloom, an attorney, said there has
been some talk of Gov. Gavin
Newsom issuing an executive order
to protect companies against law-
suits, though it might be beyond the
governor’s control.

“Small businesses and large busi-
nesses are legitimately concerned
that they might be held liable for
even good-faith attempts to imple-
ment [safety measures] at a time
when we’re really in uncharted ter-
ritory ... I think this is going to
have to be legislation. If we’re
going to do it on an emergency
basis, it requires a two-thirds vote.
That’s a very high threshold, and
there will be some controversy
around this,” Bloom said.

Friedman, who noted that she’s
not an attorney, said she believes
some guidelines and “some more
clarity from the governor’s office
would help,” though she doesn’t
think that will stop lawsuits.

“At the end of the day, people are
still going to have a right — unless
there’s some extraordinary legisla-
tion that says you can’t have liabili-
ty for this — people can still make a
claim, as you can for any other ill-
ness,” Friedman said.

Santiago, who also clarified that
he’s not an attorney, encouraged
business owners to “follow the
basic guidelines the state puts forth

or the county puts forth” to avoid
any complaints of neglect.

“When in doubt, talk to your
county health officer. My advice
would be to take the [most conserv-
ative approach]. If the state guide-
lines are the stricter ones, I would
take the state guidelines,” Santiago
said.

While encouraging caution, the
legislators also empathized with
business owners and customers, as
both are “anxious” to return to nor-
malcy, Friedman said. She added
that businesses have found “cre-
ative” ways to keep everyone safe,
such as restaurants selling groceries

See Legislators page 22
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WeHo seeks to assist legacy businesses

BY JOSE HERRERA

As the state of California begins
to slowly reopen, larger gathering
spaces such as nightclubs, auditori-
ums and live audience concert and
sports venues will remain closed
until Phase 4, or the end of the stay-
at-home order, of California’s
Pandemic Resilience Roadmap.

In West Hollywood, City
Councilwoman Lauren Meister, in
an effort to assist businesses that
would open in Phase 4, introduced
an item on June 1 directing staff to
develop strategies to help legacy
businesses and legacy districts in
the city recover from the economic
impacts of the coronavirus pandem-
ic. The item was approved on the
City Council consent calendar and
staff was directed to move forward.

“In addition to high rents, these
businesses, like many others, are
dealing with the challenges brought
on by COVID-19 health crisis,”
Meister said. “As we all know,
recovery will be a slow process.
Opening back up requires strength,
ingenuity and patience.”

In a staff report, a “legacy busi-
ness” was defined as a business or
nonprofit organization that has
operated in the city for 30 years or
more, has contributed to the city’s
history or identity, and is committed
to maintaining the physical features
or traditions that define the busi-
ness, including craft, culinary or art
forms.

Meister added legacy businesses
and legacy districts are valuable
cultural assets.

“Legacy businesses are the small

Notable quotes

“The term Satyargraha was coined by me ... in order to distinguish
it from the movement then going on ... under the name of Passive
Resistance.

“Its root meaning is ‘holding on to truth,” hence ‘force of righteous-
ness.” I have also called it love force or soul force. In the application
of Satyargraha, I discovered in the earliest stages that pursuit of truth
did not permit violence being inflicted on one’s opponent, but that he
must be weaned from error by patience and sympathy. For what
appears truth to the one may appear to be error to the other. And
patience means self-suffering. So the doctrine came to mean vindica-
tion of truth, not by the infliction of suffering on the opponent, but on
one’s self.”

Mohandas Karamchand [Mahatma] Gandhi
1869-1948

.‘V.

(source: “Bartlett’s Familiar Quotations™)

businesses and nonprofit agencies
that have been in the city for years
and have created or supported the
unique identities and distinct char-
acteristics of our commercial areas
such as the Rainbow District (ak.a.
‘Boystown’), the [Sunset] Strip, and
the east side of the city, where the
small mom-and-pop stores have
served our Russian-speaking com-
munity,” Meister said.

Under the City Council’s direc-
tion, staff will look into possible
policy and zoning changes that
could include establishing legacy
districts and placing limits on the
number of retail chains permitted in
them. A grant program or a low-
interest loan for these businesses
might be included, and city staff
will return with strategies at a later
date.

The city will also be looking at
what other cities have done, Meister
said. She described how San
Francisco approved the formation
of a cultural district in the Castro
District to preserve the neighbor-
hood’s LGBTQ+ heritage.

“Cultural districts can create city-
funded strategies and allocate
grants to preserve the unique histo-
ry of a neighborhood,” Meister said.

Meister said this is one of many
ways the city has worked on sup-
porting small businesses. During
the health emergency, the city has
approved a number of temporary
actions such as a moratorium on
evictions, and allowed extended
hours and businesses to expand
their spaces into outdoor areas so
they can successfully reopen under
Los Angeles County guidelines, she
added.

photo by Edwin Folven
The Troubadour, a historic venue where many have seen the rise of
stars such as Elton John, the Eagles, the Mamas and the Papas, and

more, is temporarily closed amid the coronavirus pandemic.

Councilman John Duran, who
supported the item, said the city
will work with partners such as the
West Hollywood Chamber of
Commerce, the Los Angeles Gay &
Lesbian Chamber of Commerce
and the Russian Advisory Board to
identify legacy business and help
brainstorm possible solutions.

He said legacy businesses have
suffered economically and added
that some business owners have
told him that when they reopen,
they are fearful patrons won’t come
back because of COVID-19.

So far, approximately 100 legacy
businesses have been identified
including popular venues such as
the Troubadour, Traktir, Mother
Lode and the Whisky a Go Go that

could benefit from city assistance.

“We want them to survive, and
by just doing Zoom calls or online
concerts will not be enough,”
Duran said.

Meister said city staff will need
to conduct outreach to the business
community then the city and its
community partners will present
any new information to the appro-
priate commissions for feedback
and recommendations before
returning to City Council.

“The city wants to find ways to
support our legacy businesses and
preserve our legacy districts
because we know that it is their
uniqueness that helps make West
Hollywood, West Hollywood,”
Meister said.
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Full closure of Wilshire to last through June 15 '8

Plans call for expedited piling
and decking to continue through
June 15 in a closed section of
Wilshire Boulevard between El
Camino and Crescent drives.

The full closure was approved by
the Beverly Hills City Council and
has enabled crews to complete
work over three months during the
COVID-19 public health emer-
gency that would have otherwise
lasted until next year. Piling work
on the south side of Wilshire
Boulevard was originally sched-
uled to last through August but was
completed in May, and decking
work originally scheduled for com-
pletion next March will be done by
June 15.

Wilshire Boulevard will be
reopened after construction con-
cludes in the work zone, but some
lanes and peripheral areas may still
be closed. Reeves Drive will
remain  closed at Wilshire
Boulevard and La Jolla Avenue for
the completion of subway station
entrance decking and re-installation
of the staging yard sound walls.
Wilshire Boulevard may be
reduced to one lane in each direc-
tion to facilitate nighttime construc-
tion.

Crews are also installing a dewa-
tering well system to prepare the sta-

tion area for excavation. The instal-
lation will not require additional clo-
sures. Work is anticipated to contin-
ue daily from 8 a.m.to 11 p.m.

Instruments are being installed
along the tunnel alignment and
around the station box to monitor
ground movement, settlement and
other geological impacts.
Throughout June, the instruments
will be installed along Wilshire
Boulevard from Linden Drive to La
Cienega Boulevard, and on
Charleville Boulevard and Young,
Lasky, Moreno and Spalding drives.

Construction is also occurring at
Wilshire and La Cienega boule-
vards, where station construction,
material deliveries and instrumen-
tation is ongoing. Gale Drive will
be intermittently closed to support
construction in the Gale staging
yard. The closure is necessary due
to high volumes of vehicles enter-
ing and exiting the property. Access
to Gale Drive will be maintained
from San Vicente Boulevard.
Wilshire Boulevard will also be
reduced to two lanes in each direc-
tion between Hamilton Drive and
San Vicente Boulevard.

Utility and tunnel investigation
work is also occurring at Wilshire
Boulevard and La Jolla Avenue
during off-peak hours 9 a.m. to

3:30 pm. and 8 p.m. to 6 am,,
weekdays, and 7 am. to 11 p.m.,
weekends. New work zones in the
center of Wilshire Boulevard and
McCarthy Vista will remain in
place through Aug. 14. Wilshire
Boulevard will be reduced to two
lanes in each direction between San
Diego Way and La Jolla Avenue,
and McCarthy Vista will be
reduced to one lane in each direc-
tion between Wilshire Boulevard
and Warner Drive. Street parking
will be restricted in the area.

Near Wilshire/Fairfax, station
construction, hauling and concrete
pouring are ongoing. Metro’s twin
tunneling machines recently broke
through to the subway station box
near Fairfax Avenue and are contin-
uing west toward La Cienega
Boulevard.

Orange Grove Avenue will con-
tinue to be closed south of Wilshire
Boulevard through January 2022.
The alley between the former
Johnie’s Coffee Shop building and
the 99 Cents Only Stores near
Wilshire/Fairfax will be intermit-
tently closed for one year. Access to
the 99 Cents Only Stores will be
maintained from Fairfax Avenue
and Sixth Street.

Hauling, deliveries and tunneling
support continues near Wilshire/La

WeHo resumes enforcement of parking regulations

Effective Monday, June 15, the
city of West Hollywood’s Parking
Services Division will resume
enforcement of parking regulations
that were suspended since March
because of the COVID-19 health
emergency.

The city will enforce regulations
for residential permit parking,
street sweeping, rush-hour restric-
tions from 7 to 9 am. and 4 to 7
p-m., and encroachments for mov-
ing. Active enforcement will also
resume for expired meters, which
had been enforced only based on
complaints during the emergency.

Due to an increase in people
working at home, residents with
valid resident or guest parking per-
mits will be allowed to park at near-

by parking meters during street
sweeping periods. Vehicles must
have a permit displayed and may
park up to 30 minutes before and
30 minutes after the posted hours
for street sweeping at the address
where the permit is registered.
Residents with permits will be
allowed to park at meters during
street sweeping until Aug. 31.
From June 15-28, only warnings
will be issued for the parking
infractions that had been temporar-
ily suspended. All other violations
are subject to citation per West
Hollywood  Municipal Code.
Beginning Monday, June 29, all
regulations will be enforced with
citations. Safety violations such as
blocking driveways or fire hydrants

Calls for police reform continue

From page 4

database, and more programs will
be implemented to build relation-
ships between officers and commu-
nity members. The mayor has also
created a Civil and Human Rights
Commission, Civil and Human
Rights Department and Office of
Racial Equity to address inequality
and support reform.

“Every step we take forward to
protect people’s rights, to enact
smart and overdue reforms, to undo
structural racism, all of it is meant
to build a more fair, equal and just
Los Angeles,” Garcetti said.

LAPD leaders have also
embraced a pathway to creating a
more just and equitable city.

“The reforms announced are
consistent with my commitment to
a department that builds trust by
recognizing the legacy of historical
wrongs and acts to tear down any
vestiges of racial injustice,” LAPD
Chief Michel Moore said.

The Los Angeles Board of Police
Commissioners has created a list of
reforms that it will pursue to ensure
change occurs. The reforms
include a requirement that investi-

gations of all complaints of police
misconduct be monitored by the
commission and the Office of the
Inspector General, which will serve
as watchdogs for improprieties.
The police commission will also
support reforms outlined by the
mayor, and will advance provisions
of a state law, Senate Bill 230, from
implementation by July. That law,
which is scheduled to take effect on
Jan. 1, 2021, requires each law
enforcement agency in the state to
maintain a policy that provides
guidelines on the use of force and
utilizing de-escalation techniques
and other alternatives to force.

“The demonstrations of the last
several days have been transforma-
tive for the people of Los Angeles,
California and nation,” read a state-
ment by the Los Angeles Board of
Police Commissioners. “The
demands for law enforcement
reform are being heard. Angelenos
have been crying for a path forward
that doesn’t repeat the mistakes of
the past, and the Los Angeles
Board of Police Commissioners is
listening.”

were not suspended during the pub-
lic health emergency and will con-
tinue to be enforced. For informa-
tion, weho.org/parking.

photo by Edwin Folven
Crews continue work at the Wilshire/Fairfax staging yard, where twin
tunneling machines recently broke through on the way toward La
Cienega Boulevard.

Brea and Wilshire/Sycamore.
Intermittent daily lane closures
along Wilshire Boulevard and side
streets between Highland Avenue
and Detroit Street may be neces-
sary to support construction. Work
hours are 9 am. to 3:30 p.m.,
Monday through Friday.

Material deliveries and under-
ground construction support con-
tinue at a work zone in the center of
Wilshire Boulevard just west of
Rimpau Boulevard. Wilshire
Boulevard has been reduced to two
lanes in each direction between
June Street and Muirfield Road.
The work zone will be in place
through early 2020 to support
underground construction in the
subway tunnels.

Tunneling support and street
maintenance work also continues

near Wilshire/Western, the current
terminus of the Purple Line sub-
way. Work is occurring 24-hours at
a staging yard just west of the inter-
section of Wilshire Boulevard and
Western Avenue. Cross passage
excavation support continues at the
staging yard. Northbound
Manhattan Place will be closed
intermittently just north of Wilshire
Boulevard. Intermittent single-lane
closures may also occur on
Wilshire Boulevard between
Western Avenue and Manhattan
Place. Southbound Oxford Avenue
will be intermittently reduced to a
single lane.

For questions and concerns, call
the 24-hour project hotline at
(213)922-6934, email the project
team at purplelineext@metro.net,
or visit metro.net.

LET'S WORK
TOGETHER
TO CLEAN
UP OUR
CITY!

INDUSTRIAL

TASHMAN WEHO

Home Center
Since 1961

Lo
N

2:IN-1 MULTH-

SPRAY BOTTLE SURFACE PUSHBROOM

PANTONE"

72-PK. SCRUBS
HAND CLEANER
TOWELS

STRONG,
BUILD US
BACK DAY

BY DAY

2202 u

CLEANUP  sonay PAINT AND

WIPES  GRAFFITI REMOVER

Heotie E ‘T
!ll!! Hesdal

®

COLOR
MATCHING

TO GET STARTED ON YOUR CLEAN UP, VISIT US:
7769 SANTA MONICA BLVD. WEST HOLLYWOQOOD, CA 90046
OR SHOP ONLINE: WWW.ACEHARDWARE.COM

ACE

TASHMAN

Home Cenlat
Snce 1961

4



https://www.tashmans.com

Park Labrea News/Beverly Press

9 June 11, 2020

photo courtesy of Mayo Eric Garcetti’s office

Mayor Eric Garcetti first made the announcement about the pro-
gram at “Urban Light” at the Los Angeles County Museum of Art.

Deadline for city’s contest to
design streetlights extended

The city of Los Angeles is
inviting students to express their
creativity by submitting a unique
and innovative design for “L.A.
Lights the Way,” a first-of-its-kind
competition to create a new stan-
dard streetlight in Los Angeles.

The  deadline for the
Professional Student Competition
and Student Competition design
submissions has been extended to
Monday, June 15, at 4 p.m.
Participants can win $1,000 and
$500 cash prizes, as well as
awards.

The Professional Student
Competition is open to students
enrolled in college undergraduate
and graduate programs in Los
Angeles County. The Student
Competition is open to Los

Angeles middle and high school
students.

Led by the mayor’s office and
the Los Angeles Bureau of Street
Lighting, the competition asks
applicants to consider how street-
lights can incorporate new tech-
nology, include a written plaque
or other space for text on each
pole, and provide shade and help
ease climate impacts.

The Bureau of Street Lighting
installs 1,000 to 2,000 streetlights
each year. The final design will
not impact the standing of historic
streetlights already in place.

The Student Competition win-
ning designs will be used to
inspire the final street pole design.
For information, visit lalightsthe-
way.org.

Petite Steak with Mushroom
Demi Glace
Seasonal Veggies
Three Cheese Macaroni
Rosemary Potatoes

Fruit Pie

Marston to guide efforts to end homelessness

In its June 5 board meeting, the
Los Angeles Homeless Services
Authority Commission unanimous-
ly selected Heidi Marston to serve
as executive director.

“Heidi Marston is the exact per-
son we want to reform an
entrenched system — she’s brave,
energetic and unflappable. She has a
commanding mastery of the details
of how a bold homeless-services
system should work,” said Sarah
Dusseault, LAHSA Commission
chair. “She came to LAHSA for a
challenge and relentlessly led our
unprecedented COVID-19 response
— housing thousands of seniors in
weeks. She will continue the
momentum of systemic change and
racial justice. I'm proud to
announce that her leadership of this

organization will continue.”

LAHSA is a joint powers author-
ity whose governing commission is
appointed by both city and county
elected leaders. Marston has served
as LAHSA’s acting executive direc-
tor since December. She came to
LAHSA as chief program officer in
February 2019 after serving at the
U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs
in several roles, including special
assistant to the VA Secretary under
President Barack Obama.

“Homelessness in Los Angeles
County is a crisis every day,”
Marston said. “We have to respond
to it with daily urgency while we
redesign this institution to be strong
and flexible enough to deliver that
response at the scale of need.”

For information, visit lahsa.org.

photo courtesy of LAHSA
Heidi Marston

Legislation on state homelessness officer advances

On June 3, Assembly Bill 1845,
authored by Assemblywoman Luz
Rivas (D-Arleta) was approved by
the Assembly Appropriations
Committee. The bill is now heading
to the Assembly floor.

AB 1845 provides a comprehen-
sive solution to the homelessness
crisis by implementing recommen-
dations from the Little Hoover
Commission, California State
Auditor, Legislative Analyst Office
and Gov. Gavin Newsom’s Council
of Regional Homeless Advisors to
establish the first State Office on
Homelessness.

This measure also creates a
Secretary on Housing Insecurity

and Homelessness to oversee the
Office to End Homelessness, and is
provided with the statutory authori-
ty to coordinate between 13 differ-
ent state agencies and departments
implementing at least 30 different
programs related to homelessness.
“In California, we have decades
of proof that our homelessness
problems stem from structural
issues that cannot be addressed
simply by recruiting the best and
the brightest. We have some of the
smartest and most dedicated indi-
viduals leading the response to
homelessness at the state level,”
Rivas said. “With the emergence of
COVID-19, and using history as

our guide, we must acknowledge
that it is our statewide structure for
combatting homelessness that bot-
tlenecks our every attempt to
respond to the growing crisis. We
must turn the corner, we must be
bold, we must be willing to look
back and say we did everything we
could to respond to this pandemic
and human crisis. Now is not the
time to say ‘we could’ve,
should’ve, would’ve responded dif-
ferently.” I'm happy that we took
one step closer to that reality by
passing AB 1845 out of Assembly
Appropriations today. It shows that
for a small investment, we can
make enormous progress.”

DINE-IN OR
TAKE OUT!

Take-Out Prices:
Dinner for 2: $40

Dinner for 4:

Dinner for 6:
Dinner for 8: $100

Must Pre-Order

$60
$80

48 hours in advance!

Dine-In - $21.95 per person

"RESTAURANT
& BAKERY

Q

ChowNow  «»
Postmates

6333 W. 3rd St. atthe Farmers Market
(323) 933-8446 + (323) 933-8447
Frances@Dupars-psr.com
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Saban Community Clinic selects
interim leader as permanent CEQ

Saban Community Clinic has
announced the appointment of
Muriel Nouwezem as the new
CEO of the nonprofit health cen-
ter, effective July 1.

Nouwezem became interim
CEO two years ago and has
helped the clinic grow significant-
ly. She will become CEO at a cru-
cial time for Saban Community
Clinics due to the COVID-19
health pandemic and recent civil
unrest.

“The board of directors has wit-
nessed Muriel flourish in her cur-
rent role and is impressed with her
exemplary leadership, especially
during the COVID-19 health cri-
sis,” said co-chairs Robert Broder
and Russell Alexander-Orozco.
“We have full confidence that
Muriel is the right leader to con-
tinue leading the clinic and serv-
ing those in need in our commu-
nity.”

Before her appointment as
interim CEO, Nouwezem served
as chief financial and business
services officer for the clinic for
10 years. In response to COVID-
19, she has been instrumental in
quickly changing processes, pro-
tocols and services to reduce the
risk of infection to health care
workers, patients and the commu-
nity, while also treating those suf-
fering from the coronavirus.
“Saban Community Clinic and
the patients we serve are truly my

photo courtesy of Saban Community Clinic

Muriel Nouwezem has been
appointed CEO of the Saban
Community Clinic.

passion. It breaks my heart to see
so many people suffer right now,”
Nouwezem said. “We will contin-
ue to look for ways where we can
better serve the most vulnerable
members of our community
because quality health care is a
right, not a privilege.”

Saban Community Clinic,
founded in 1967, is a federally-
qualified health center that pro-
vides more than 116,000 health
appointments annually for low-
income and uninsured individuals
and families. For information,
visit sabancommunityclinic.org.

Cedars-Sinai appoints new expert in nursing

Cedars-Sinai Medical Center’s
Senior Vice President and Chief
Nursing Executive David Marshall
has announced the appointment of
faculty member Margo B. Minissian,
as the inaugural Simms/Mann
Family Foundation Endowed Chair
in Nurse Education, Innovation and
Research.

A gift from the Simms/Mann
Family Foundation, led by Victoria
and Ronald Simms, will support the
development of critical nursing lead-
ership programs and initiatives. The
goal is to develop a pipeline of nurs-
ing leaders to face the greatest health
care challenges, lead change and
improve the health of communities.

“Thanks to the incredible generos-
ity of the Simms/Mann Family
Foundation, we have the opportunity
to place nurse leaders at the fore-
front, harnessing their collective
compassion and problem-solving
skills to address the ever-growing
challenges in health care,” Marshall
said. “Dr. Minissian is an ideal role
model to lead this initiative.”

Minissian is the executive director
of the Geri and Richard Brawerman
Nursing Institute and oversees edu-
cation, research and performance
improvement. She is assistant pro-
fessor of cardiology in the Smidt
Heart Institute at Cedars-Sinai.

Minissian completed a biological
research doctorate at the UCLA
School of Nursing and was the
UCLA Dean’s Scholar Fellow and
Regents Scholar. Her research focus-
es on cardiovascular prevention,
with an emphasis on young women
who experience severe preterm

photo courtesy of Cedars-Sinai

Margo B. Minissian will serve as the inaugural Simms/Mann Family

Foundation Endowed Chair in Nurse Education,

Innovation and

Research at Cedars-Sinai Medical Center.

delivery and preeclampsia.

As a researcher who examines
ways to prevent disease, Minissian is
interested in protecting health care
workers during the ongoing COVID-
19 pandemic. Her team of co-investi-
gators enrolled registered nurses in a
study that seeks to measure and
quantify inflammatory proteins that
can be seen prior to a healthy person
becoming sick.

“By evaluating these proteins
immediately before shift work, we
might be able to reduce the risk nurs-
es face when caring for COVID-19
patients,” Minissian said. “The ulti-
mate goal is to develop a point-of-
care screening test to help health care
workers stay healthy while caring for
our critically ill on the front lines.”

As the endowed chair, Minissian

will focus on leadership development
for all nurses. As a leader, she will
facilitate intellectual curiosity, foster
ingenuity and increase visibility of
nurse achievements.

“T am humbled and grateful to be
the inaugural Simms/Mann Family
Foundation Endowed Chair in Nurse
Education, Innovation and Research
at Cedars-Sinai,” Minissian said.
“The Simms/Mann Family
Foundation supports and encourages
the exploration, cross-fertilization
and dissemination of cutting-edge
research and best practices in the
fields of education and scientific dis-
covery. It’s a mission that aligns per-
fectly with Cedars-Sinai’s nursing
goals.”

For information, visit cedars-
sinai.org.

Craving our Corned Beef?
Come on in!

e 0
Dining Room Now Open
(] [
6 am-Midnight!
Take Out & Delivery available too!
Phone in an order and
we'll have it ready for pick up!
Or get it delivered through Postmates!

Our deli, bakery and all .;‘?D
of your favorites are available! Pestmates

Since 1931
¥

World Famous, Award Winning Restaurant * Deli * Bakery * Bar

419 N. Fairfax Ave. (323) 651-2030

June Pie of the Month

(323)933-8
In the Original Farmers Mark
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Caruso outlines a
vision for the future

[On June 10], I reopened our
properties to a country and city in
pain. I am anguished by the brutal
death of George Floyd. I hesitated
to issue a statement, because like
so many of you, I was over-
whelmed by so many emotions
and needed time to listen and
learn. My silence is not an act of
disregard, rather it is the result of
deliberate consideration.

We are a nation called to duty.
As someone who has a voice in
this city it is my duty to speak up.
Marian Wright Edelman once
said, “If you don’t like the way the
world is, you change it. You have
an obligation to change it. You can
just do it one step at a time.” Each
of us can and should change the
world one person at a time.

But what will we do to ensure
that this moment marks a turning
point toward equity and progress
for the black community? What
can we do individually, as a com-
munity — and as a country — to
redeem ourselves?

Redemption requires effort and
commitment. It is the act of recov-
ery, of reclamation, of reposses-
sion. It is the work of retrieving
something important that’s been
lost. In this case, what we’ve lost
is something we’ve never fully
found: a way to live up to the
ideals and aspirations of equal jus-
tice, and the fundamental truth
that all human beings are created
equal and deserve equality.

Redemption requires that we
tell the truth, and that we speak it
clearly. The fundamental truth of
human equality is destroyed by a
racism that is woven into the fab-
ric of this country: in order for all
lives to matter, black lives must

matter. People of color face sys-
temic challenges to fair applica-
tion of the law, equal pay, housing
and healthcare in this country.

Redemption requires account-
ability. I believe that we need to
hold our leadership accountable.
Our elected and appointed leaders
have a sacred duty to protect us
and ensure equal treatment under
equal laws, including fair and
equitable treatment by police. I
believe there are those that have
failed us. We must speak up
instead of staying silent, to be part
of a movement for change and not
merely observers on the sidelines.

Redemption requires admis-
sion. It requires contrition. I know
I can never fully understand what
the black community experiences:
the fear, pain and anguish of
oppression and inequality. Over
the past two weeks, I have lis-
tened and tried to gain under-
standing. What became very clear
to me is that, as well-intentioned I
have been, and as hard as I’ve
tried, I’ve fallen short. I’ve tried
my best over many years to help
in the best way I know how to
support and work with organiza-
tions that serve the most under-
privileged children in Watts. I
realize now that I need to do more
and haven’t done enough, and for
this, I am sorry.

Many of us live busy lives but
we must all pause and reach out
and bring someone along and
touch someone’s life that has been
hurt by injustice. I will take this
opportunity to recommit to doing
more and deepen my resolve to
work with Operation Progress and
SCS Noonan Scholars as they pur-
sue their mission to deliver high
quality education to children in
Watts and south Los Angeles.
Education is one of the best ways
to root out the underlying causes

of inequality and injustice, and
gives black youth permission to
dream. The success stories at
Operation Progress and SCS
Noonan Scholars are powerful and
give children a fighting chance by
combating inequality of opportu-
nity. But all of this great effort will
be squandered if these children
grow up in a world where their
elected and appointed leaders are
not held accountable for continu-
ing this fight against inequality
and injustice. For this reason, I
will be forming a coalition of lead-
ers to demand a social justice
reform bill that will forever trans-
form our state. Each of us is called
to duty, each of us can choose a
path to help make a difference —
one step at a time.

And as we begin anew, I hope
that our properties can be a place
of connectivity, of meaningful
change and a place of joy and
understanding — a place for every
member of the community to
gather. In the meantime, we stand
in solidarity with all who have
joined the demonstrations. We are
with you every step of the way.
The work before us will be hard.
We will have missteps and set-
backs. But as we embark on this
journey of healing and change, I
pray with all of my heart that God
will restore the health of the heart
and soul of our great community.
I pray that God brings us into a
time when unity, diversity, safety
and respect are the norm and stan-
dard by which we all live by,
shoulder to shoulder in harmony
and equality.

I believe in the fundamental
goodness of humanity. I believe in
the good people of our great city.

Rick Caruso
Founder and CEO of Caruso,
owner of The Grove

Series of essays commemorates
50th anniversary of L.A. Pride

Throughout June, Los Angeles
City Councilman Mitch O’Farrell,
13th District, will offer a series of
essays by Angelenos from different
backgrounds to commemorate the
50th anniversary of L.A. Pride.

The series of stories on the coun-
cilman’s website spotlights the per-
sonal experiences of people during
both the HIV/AIDS and COVID-
19 pandemics, as well as conversa-
tions currently ongoing nationwide
about the fight against racism and
solidarity.

“Pride 2020 is unfolding at a
momentous time in our lives,”
O’Farrell said. “We are commemo-
rating the event with a series of

essays and other forms of literary
storytelling that share personal expe-
riences of identity, pandemics and
the origins of protest that made the
LGBTQ movement possible.”

This year’s L.A. Pride program-
ming is being held virtually because
of the COVID-19 pandemic. In an
essay launching the series titled
“Pride, Pandemic, and Protest,”
O’Farrell discusses the historic
importance of the 50th anniversary
of L.A. Pride, shares stories about
his experiences as a gay man and
illustrates similarities in the fight for
equality and justice that have
occurred during the past 50 years.
For information, visit bit.ly/3dId3ka.

Thank you for support
during tough times

It is with my deepest gratitude
that I send you this for having
kept my advertising running
weekly in your newspaper.

Your kindness in helping me
and many others through this dif-
ficult time will be always remem-
bered and appreciated.

Thanks to you, my little busi-
ness has begun to pick up, there-
fore I am now able to make once
again my monthly payments.
Please resume the monthly auto
debits from my account. Once
again, | thank you with all the
gratitude my heart can hold.

Rosie Fortunat
Alakazam Upholstery

Questions remain
about Beverly Hills
council election

The Beverly Hills United for
Bosse and Gold PAC that was
active in the 2020 city council
election wiggled through a very
small loophole in the election
ordinance of the city. [That] ordi-
nance MUST be amended as soon
as possible.

Since the two candidates who
benefitted from this PAC have
said that they were not involved in
the planning or development,
there remain several unanswered
questions.

I call upon the Beverly Press to
investigate the following ques-
tions. I note that our two locally

owned newspapers have refused
to do just that.

What was the goal in the devel-
opment of this PAC? Why was it
necessary to spend SO MUCH
MONEY on flyers and advertise-
ments? Who was behind the devel-
opment and the planning of this
PAC? In which way did the sup-
porters of the PAC stand to benefit
from their large “contributions.”

I have asked Mayor Lester
Friedman several times to appoint
a small, impartial committee to do
such an investigation. Indeed, his
silence in this matter is truly
worth its weight in GOLD.

Rabbi Simcha A. Green

Beverly Hills

Former candidate in the 2020
Beverly Hills City Council
election

City seeks more input on stigma
for its HIV Zero Strategic Plan

As part of implementation of
West Hollywood’s HIV Zero
Strategic Plan, the Social Services
Division is seeking community
input about stigma experienced
because of HIV status.

The city has launched an online
survey for residents and communi-
ty members, regardless of their
HIV status. The survey also seeks
input about the impact COVID-19
has had on access to health care.
People are encouraged to submit
input even if they have completed a
past HIV Zero survey.

“Over the years, HIV treatment,
politics, prevention and service
delivery have changed, but one
thing has remained solid and true —
the city’s unwavering dedication to
bring an end to HIV, while at the
same time serving and supporting
those who are living with it,” West
Hollywood Councilman John
D’Amico said. “Our West
Hollywood HIV Zero Strategic
Plan spells out our current efforts,
along with a clear plan, to get to
zero on many fronts — zero new
infections, zero progression of HIV
to AIDS, zero discrimination [and]
zero stigma.”

One goal of the survey is to gen-
erate an understanding about how
stigma impacts access to care and
overall health and wellness. Stigma
and discrimination are potentially
the most difficult aspects of
HIV/AIDS to address. For people
living with HIV, stigma is related to
negative psychosocial, physical
and mental health issues such as
social isolation, anxiety and
depression. Among HIV-negative
gay and bisexual men and trans-
gender women, sexual orientation-
based stigma can negatively affect

WeHo offers fans and water
to help seniors beat the heat

With the onset of warm tempera-
tures earlier this week, the city of
West Hollywood’s Social Services
Division implemented a fan and
bottled water delivery service for
older adults and other vulnerable
residents.

Because of the COVID-19 pan-
demic and social distancing require-
ments, the city has been unable to
open its cooling centers as normal
during periods of high temperatures.
Residents who otherwise would use

the cooling centers are offered a box
fan and case of bottled water. Social
services program administrators and
nonprofit agencies have also helped
identify residents who might be
adversely affected by the heat to
offer them additional resources.

To request a fan or water, call
West Hollywood’s Social Services
Division at (323)848-6510 and
leave a message with name, phone
number and address. For informa-
tion, visit weo.org.

mental health. For information,
visit weho.org/hivzero.

DID YOU HAVE AN ESCROW ACCOUNT
WITH BANK OF AMERICA???

We are a law firm researching people who bought a
house or apartment between 7-1-2008 to 12-31-2018
using a BofA escrow account which held money for
taxes or insurance for closing the purchase.

If you are a concerned citizen who seeks justice and
wish to participate please call or email us with your
phone number and we will contact you for a meeting
and explain the issues in more detail and see if you
qualify to be part of our study. Call Mr. Michael at:
(310) 659-0143

or Email: lawdoctors @juno.com

ESTATE PLANNING

An Introduction

Many people think that estate plan-
ning is simply the writing of a will.
But a good estate plan will also
protect you in the event of your
incapacity. It will let you - not the
courts — make decisions about your
medical care and keep control of
your assets. The best time to plan
your estate is now - while you can
and before you need it. None of us
likes to think about our own frail-
ties, but that is exactly why so
many families are caught off guard
and unprepared when incapacity or
death strikes.

Who Needs Estate Planning?
EVERYONE over the age of 18
should consider the benefits associ-
ated with designating a person
who, in the event of your incapaci-
ty, will have the responsibility for
the management of your health
care, including the authority to
make health care decisions on your
behalf.

Whatever the size of your estate,
even a small one, someone should
be in charge of its management and
distribution. If your estate is larger,
you will also want to consider var-
ious ways to preserve your assets
for your beneficiaries and to reduce
or postpone the amount of estate
tax which otherwise might be
payable at your death.

What Is My Estate?

Your estate consists, simply, of
everything you own - your home,
other real estate, bank accounts,
investments, retirement benefits,
insurance policies, death benefits,
collectibles, and personal belong-
ings. When you start adding it up
you may find, like many people do,
that you actually own a lot more
than you think. Now, perhaps, you
understand why people do estate
planning.

KRAMER + [DRESBEN

Stephen W. Kramer

5858 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 205
Los Angeles, CA 90036
(323)964-7100
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RESTAURANT NEWS

by Jill Weinlein

Loteria reopens

Pre-order family enchilada plat-
ters that serve up to four people
for $22.50. The Mexican summer
salad also serves up to four people
for $14.50. Other options include
heat-and-serve taco kits with 10

handmade corn tortillas, one pound
of preferred protein filling, salsa and
garnish. All are available for curb-
side pickup from noon to 5 p.m. Go
online at loteriagrill.com to preorder
or select next-day delivery. Orders
must be placed by 4 p.m. 4228 W.
Pico Blvd., (323)465-2500.

Nerano reopens in
Beverly Hills

n Saturday, June 6, both Nerano

and BG Lounge reopened for
dine-in reservations. They are com-
bining their menus for dining in and
will continue to offer takeout and
delivery. The hours on Sunday
through Thursday are from 5 to 10
pm. On Friday and Saturday, the
restaurant stays open until 11 p.m.
The menu offers local favorite sal-

ads, pizza, pasta dishes and entrees.
A variety of pre-batched cocktails,
pizza and pasta Kits are available to
take away. 9960 S. Santa Monica
Blvd., (310)405-0155.

The Formosa Cafe
reopens for dine-in

he 1933 Group’s establishment
reopened for dine-in service on
Monday, June 8. Now open daily
starting at 5 p.m., Formosa Cafe is

offering full food and cocktail
menus. Takeout and delivery offer-
ings are also available for those
who prefer to enjoy dining at home.
7156 Santa Monica Blvd.,
(323)850-1009.

Maple Block
offers dining in

Reservation—only patio dining
resumed on June 6 for lunch
and dinner service. The seating is

THE ORIGINAL FARMERS MARKET
Meet Our Merchants!

6333 W.THIRD ST. - LOS ANGELES - 323.933.921
FARMERSMARKETLA.COM « £ L /FARMERSMARKETLA

L el - ' _
Mexondra Scholtz
WILDFLORA

AN FanMERs NIARKET

Scott Kaylin & Chris Hobson
KAYLIN & HODDS PICKLES

Have a
Berry Nice Day

with our

Brioche
French Toast!

: French Toast
We're Open for Dine-In  orPancakes,
or on the Patio starting at 7 am! ||| [RMSSREAEARESIE
Enjoy Breakfast all day! Dine-Tn Now
Take out available, too! Available!

Call Now to Order!
In the Original
Farmers Market
3rd & Fairfax
(323)933-8447 Bakery
(323)933-8446 Restaurant

Sivge 19320

RESTAURANT
& BAKERY

Call Now to Order for Take-Out!
(323)933-8447 Bakery
(323)933-8446 Restaurant

Sinoe 1958

RESTAURANT

Nercato it & BAKERY
omiow o In the Original Farmers Market
2 DOORDASH Postmates 3rd & Fairfax

VIARCONDA'S
VLAR e Af

Serving the finest meats and poultry in Los Angeles

Family Owned at the Farmers Market for 79 Years
6333 W. Third St. ® Farmers Market ® 323.938.5131

www.marcondas.com

We’re Open and
Ready to Serve You!

Monday-Saturday: 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Sunday: 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.
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limited for social distancing. Soon the full interior and new parking lot
seating will be available. Be sure to go online to check out the weekly spe-
cials menu. Weekday happy hour is from 5 to 6:30 p.m. Weekend brunch
is from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Maple Block meals can also be delivered with
craft beer and wine. Pre-order at mapleblockmeat.com. 3973 Sepulveda
Blvd., (310)313-6328.

Marmalade Farmers Market patio dining

Marmalade Cafe is now offering patio dining with servers wearing face
shields and tables spaced for social distancing. For those who prefer
take-away, the restaurant offers a family dinner to-go package that serves
four to six people for $49. Choose an entree, and receive Yukon mashed
potatoes, salad and dessert. Drinks are also available to go and include $3
beer, $5 cocktails and 50% off wine. Go online to place your order or make
a patio table reservation. Reservation requests must be submitted no less
than three hours before the requested time. All reservations will be con-
firmed by the staff. 6333 W. Third St., (323)954-0088.

Hollywood Bowl Supper To-Go

eginning today, June 11, bowl fans can bring the Hollywood Bowl

Food + Wine experience into their own homes with James Beard
Award winners Caroline Styne and Suzanne Goin presenting delicious
meals prepared daily in the on-site kitchen and wine pairings from the
bowl’s extensive list. Customers select a 45-minute window as their pickup
time. After customers arrive in the Hollywood BowlI’s main parking lot, the
meal will be brought to their vehicle and placed in the trunk. Payment is
made in advance for a completely safe, contactless pickup. To ensure avail-
ability, ordering the day before is encouraged, but limited options may be
available up to 3 p.m. for same-day ordering. Menu options feature six dif-
ferent three-course meals, a family-style barbecue meal for two, and 4 la
carte selections such as Spanish fried chicken, summer squash gratin,
Alaskan halibut and more. To order, visit hollywoodbowl.com/togo.

Angelini Osteria and Angelini Alimentari
resumes dine-in

Starting on Friday, June 12, the restaurants will resume dine-in reserva-
tions for lunch Monday through Friday from noon to 2 p.m. Dine-in
dinner is available Monday through Friday starting at 5:30 p.m. Now
guests can sit down to enjoy whole Angelini’s Mediterranean branzino,
spaghetti Mancin alla Norma, pizza and a variety of antipasti. Weekend
reservations are from 5 to 10:30 p.m. Guests can call to make reservations,
visit the restaurants’ website or email info@angeliniosteria.com. Angelini
Restaurant Group continues to offer a daily takeout menu from 10 a.m. to
8 p.m. 7313 Beverly Blvd., (323)297-0070.

A.O.C. reopens for dine-in dinner

S uzanne Goin and Caroline Styne have reopened A.O.C. for dine-in ser-
vice. They added outdoor dining for dinner only. Lunch is planned for
the following week. In order to provide a safe environment for guests and
staff, the staff will wear face coverings, and guests are asked to wear a face
covering when entering and moving throughout the restaurant. Per order of
the L.A. County Public Health Office, the entire party must be present
before being seated. Guests are to remain outside or in their vehicle until
they receive notice that their table is ready. Tables will be held for 15 min-
utes. Reservations are limited to parties of no more than six. Since the
health department has asked to limit time spent by staff at tableside, please
review the wine list and dinner menu on the website before sitting down to
order. All payment methods are by credit card or mobile phone payment
only. Daily dine-in hours are from 5 to 11 p.m. Take out hours are from 5
to 9 p.m. aocwinebar.com. 8700 W. Third St., (310)859-9859.

The Rooftop by JG reopens at Waldorf
Astoria Beverly Hills

Messob resumes dine-in experiences

Messob Ethiopian Restaurant is
one of many successful and popu-
lar black-owned restaurants in Los
Angeles. Brothers Berhanu and
Getahun Asfaw from Addis Ababa,
Ethiopia, took over Messob
Ethiopian Restaurant in 1985,
crafting authentic dishes using the
freshest ingredients. They import
their spices directly from Ethiopia
to ensure true quality flavors.

In 2014, Messob was one of 80
small businesses selected as Small
Business of the Year by the
California State Assembly. It was
selected from 3.3 million small
businesses in California.

To support Messob, my family
and I went online and placed an
order last Friday for pickup.
Instead of ordering individual dish-
es, we ordered two combination
plates — the Super Messob
Exclusive for the meat eaters in my
family, and Vegetarian’s Delight
for those who prefer vegan dishes.
We paired these dishes with two of
Messob’s pre-made cocktails — the
Aksum Sunrise made with rum,
Unforbidden guava simple syrup,
lime juice and a splash of Pom; and
the Blue Nile Falls made with
vodka, Unforbidden blueberry sim-
ple syrup, lemon juice, mint bitters
and citrus peel to pick up and enjoy
at home. To finish off our order, we
included some baklava.

When I arrived around 4:30 p.m.
for pickup, both brothers were
inside the restaurant. Berhanu
Asfaw greeted me wearing a mask,
while in the back bar area, Getahun
Ashaw was making our cocktails.

Messob is one of the most tradi-
tional Ethiopian restaurants in
Little Ethiopia on South Fairfax
Avenue. Inside, the walls are deco-
rated with hand-woven blonde
lauhala matting in a checkered pat-
tern, and festive photos and maps
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By Jill Weinlein

of Ethiopia. In the center of the din-
ing room, are a few colorful and
functional Messob baskets with
conical lids. Each can be made into
a table to hold plates of Ethiopian
dishes.

According to Berhanu, when
Los Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti
made the announcement in mid-
March that only takeout and deliv-
ery would be available at restau-
rants, Messob stayed open by pro-
viding pickup and delivery orders.

When Garcetti announced Los
Angeles restaurants can reopen at
60% of their capacity and apply for
outdoor dining permits, the Asfaw
brothers were ready to open their
dining room and small outdoor
patio.

“We rearranged the furniture for
appropriate social distancing and
placed a couple tables outside for
fresh-air dining on the patio. Plus
we have the next door space to
serve guests,” Berhanu said.

To ensure guests safety, they are
maintaining a high level of cleanli-
ness and sanitation practices. They
clean door handles, counter sur-
faces, pens and credit card
machines throughout the day. To
ensure proper social distancing,
they placed markings on their
floors to help guests distance them-
selves from others. The staff wear
gloves and face masks, and they
ask guests to do the same when

they arrive for pickup and dine-in.
To minimize contact for pickup,
they encourage guests to call or
order online, and pay ahead to save
time. Reservations for dine-in need
to be made two hours in advance.

When Messob opened in Little
Ethiopia, they introduced guests to
the Ethiopian culture called
Gursha. It means “mouthful” and
refers to tearing injera — Ethiopian
flatbread — into small pieces to
scoop up food. It’s a gesture of
affection between husband and
wife, relatives and friends. Injera is
used to pick up stews, vegetables
and salads.

Injera is thick, crepe-like,
uniquely porous and slightly

spongy in texture. Made with teff, a
tiny grain grown in Ethiopia, along
with barley, corn and millet, it
takes days to make to achieve the
slightly sour-tasting porous texture.
This flatbread is ideal for soaking

photo by Jill Weinlein
Tables have been rearranged at
Messob Ethiopian Restaurant for
comfortable social distancing.
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Peanut Butter & Jelly Triangles Children’s Tea for 2 - $16.00

When restaurants had to close dine-in service, the Rooftop by JG
underwent enhancement renovations. This Friday, June 12, the al
fresco dining spot offering 360-degree views reopens. Reservations must
be made ahead of time, as the restaurant helmed by award-winning chef
Jean-Georges Vongerichten is capped at a reduced capacity. A maximum of
Six guests may sit at a table to meet current social distancing requirements.
To maintain the health and safety of all guests, sanitation stations are avail-
able throughout the hotel and restaurant, and person-to-person contact will
be limited through pay-at-table technology. The Rooftop by JG now has
new menus with QR codes for viewing. To improve the guest experience
and comfort, a new expansive trellis has been installed, providing adequate
shade and heating for year-round comfort. The new daily hours begin for
breakfast from 8 to 11 a.m., lunch from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m., and dinner from
5 to 10 p.m. Seating is available at the rooftop lounge area and restaurant
only, as the bar remains closed. All reservations can be booked by calling
directly or through OpenTable. 9850 Wilshire Blvd., (310)860-6566.

Ohza reinvents mimosas in a can

he premium mimosa company makes a ready-to-drink cocktail in a can

that has the calorie count of a hard seltzer. The subtle fruity bubbly
essence is made with premium brut sparkling wine and fresh fruit juice.
Ohza is lighter, less sugary and ready-to-drink for a day at the beach, tail-
gate party or picnic in your yard or nearby park. Ohza mimosas are crafted
with a small footprint. One 12-pack is equivalent to four champagne bottles
of bubbly and a full juice carton. They have up to 80% less sugar and 60%
less calories than mimosas made at home or by your local bartender. Order
online and receive free shipping on orders over $59. ohzamimosas.com.

Assorted Mini Sandwiches
Ham & Cheese, Chicken Salad,
Smoked Salmon upon request

($2 extra)

Children's Tea for 4 - $20.00
Children’s Tea for 6 - $24.00
Children's Tea for 8 - $28.00

Mini Muffins & Donuts
GRADUATION CUPCAKES
Fresh Fruit Skewers
Tea & Apple Juice

Available for Take-Out
& Delivery!
Order 2 days in advance

Fun for the
Whole Family!

SiNcE 1938

RESTAURANT
& BAKERY
In the Original Farmers Market ® 3rd & Fairfax
(323) 933-8446 » (323) 933-8447

includes paper plates
& a surprise for kids!
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PoLICE BLOTTER

The following crimes occurred in West Hollywood, Beverly Hills and the
areas patrolled by the LAPD’s Wilshire and Hollywood divisions between

May 28 through June 6.The

information was compiled from

www.crimemapping.com. To report a crime, call local law enforcement
agencies: Los Angeles Police Department, Wilshire Division (213)473-
0476, Los Angeles County Sheriff’s Department West Hollywood Station
(310)855-8850, and the Beverly Hills Police Department, (310)550-4951.

Beverly Hills Police
Department

May 31

A vandalism incident was reported
in the 200 block of S. Robertson at
7:44 a.m.

At 8:16 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a commercial burglary
in the 9400 block of Dayton Way.

A vandalism incident was reported
in the 400 block of N. Beverly at
8:19 a.m.

At 8:20 a.m., a vandalism incident
was reported in the 400 block of N.
Beverly.

An unknown suspect committed a
commercial burglary in the 300
block of N. Beverly at 8:27 a.m.

At 8:37 a.m., a vandalism incident
was reported in the 300 block of N.
Beverly.

Four vandalism incidents were
reported in the 200 block of S. La
Cienega from 8:39 to 9:02 a.m.

At 5:37 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a commercial burglary
in the 200 block of S. Beverly.

June 1

At 9:59 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a commercial burglary
in the 8800 block of Wilshire.

An unknown suspect stole a vehi-
cle parked in the 200 block of La
Cienega at 1:15 a.m.

June 2

At 8 p.m., an unknown suspect
robbed a victim near the corner of
Tower and Benedict Canyon.

An unknown suspect committed a
grand theft from a vehicle parked
in the 300 block of S. Rexford at
10 p.m.

June 3

At 1:13 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a commercial burglary
in the 100 block of N. Robertson.

An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 600 block of N.
Doheny at 7:45 p.m.

June 4

At 10 p.m., an unknown suspect
stole a vehicle parked in the 200
block of S. Maple.

June 5

An unknown suspect committed a
grand theft in the 9100 block of
Alden at 11 a.m.

At 3:23 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 400
block of N. Palm.

June 6

At 1:01 a.m., a vandalism incident
was reported in the 900 block of
W. Pico.

An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim in the 1100 block of Shadow
Hill at 11:30 a.m.

At 9:57 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 100
block of N. Stanley.

An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim in the 8500 block of Burton
Way at 10:05 p.m.

West Hollywood
Sheriff’s Station

May 28

At 7:30 a.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
1000 block of N. Fairfax.

A suspect assaulted a victim dur-
ing a domestic violence incident in
the 1000 block of Curson at 11:30
p-m.

May 29

At 7:40 p.m., an unknown suspect
assaulted a victim in the 8300
block of Santa Monica.

May 31

At 1:50 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a grand theft near the
corner of Almont and Santa
Monica.

An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 8600 block of
Holloway at 1:45 a.m.

At 2:15 p.m., an unknown suspect
assaulted a victim near the corner
of La Cienega and Santa Monica.

An unknown suspect stole a vehi-
cle parked near the corner of La
Brea and Santa Monica at 8 p.m.

June 1

At 7:30 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 6900
block of Sunset.

An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 7200 block of
Willoughby at 7:30 p.m.

At 9:40 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 500
block of N. La Cienega.

An unknown suspect committed a
grand theft in the 8600 block of
Santa Monica at 11:50 p.m.

June 3

At 7:45 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 600
block of Doheny.

June 4

An unknown suspect stole a vehi-
cle parked in the 7090 block of N.
La Brea at 11:03 a.m.

At 3 p.m., an unknown suspect
stole a bicycle in the 800 block of
Westbourne.

June 5

An unknown suspect stole a vehi-
cle parked in the 1200 block of N.
Genesee at 2 p.m.

June 6

An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim in the 600 block of N.
Robertson at 1 a.m.

At 10:30 a.m., an unknown sus-
pect assaulted a victim near the
corner of Fairfax and Santa
Monica.

Los Angeles Police
Department

May 28

At 12:01 a.m., an unknown sus-
pect stole a bicycle in the 5900
block of Franklin.

An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 1700 block of
N. Orange at 2:30 a.m.

At 3:30 a.m., an unknown suspect
robbed a victim in the 6200 block
of Hollywood.

An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 1600 block of N. La
Brea at 4:30 a.m.

At 6:20 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 1400
block of N. Orange.

An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 1300 block of N.
La Brea at 7 a.m.

At 9 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 6800
block of Santa Monica.

An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 800 block of N
Poinsettia Place at 9:23 a.m.

At 10:12 a.m., an unknown sus-
pect committed a petty theft in the
5200 block of Melrose.

An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft near the corner of Vine
and Homewood at 12:25 p.m.

At 1:45 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 800
block of S. Curson.

An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 1300 block of
Vine at 5 p.m.

At 8:15 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 100
block of S. La Jolla.

An unknown suspect stole a vehi-
cle parked in the 8400 block of
Blackburn at 10:30 p.m.

May 29

An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft near the corner of
Selma and Cherokee at 12:01
a.m.

At 8:45 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a theft near the corner
of Hollywood and Cahuenga.

An unknown suspect robbed a vic-
tim near the corner of Hollywood
and Argyle at 4:20 p.m.

At 6:15 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 1700
block of N. Sycamore.

May 30

An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 500 block of S.
Fairfax at 1:27 a.m.

At 1:40 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a grand theft in the
1700 block of N. Orchid.

An unknown suspect committed a
burglary near the corner of Wilcox
and Yucca at 3:50 a.m.

At 4:30 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 6100
block of Sunset.

May 31
An unknown suspect committed a

burglary in the 1200 block of N.
Highland at 12:01 a.m.

At 12:05 a.m., an unknown sus-
pect committed a burglary in the
7900 block of Melrose.

An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 8300 block of
Melrose at 12:05 a.m.

At 12:15 a.m., an unknown sus-
pect committed a burglary in the
6600 block of Wilshire.

An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 5000 block of W.
Pico at 1 a.m.

At 1:30 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 7300
block of Melrose.

An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 6500 block of
Hollywood at 1:30 a.m.

At 7:15 a.m., an unknown suspect
robbed a victim in the 6500 block
of Hollywood.

An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 6100 block of
Hollywood at 8:30 a.m.

At 9:40 a.m., an unknown suspect
assaulted a victim near the corner
of Beverly and Croft.

An unknown suspect stole a vehi-
cle parked near the corner of Van
Ness and Beverly at 12:45 p.m.

At 1 p.m., an unknown suspect
stole a vehicle parked in the 1800
block of Wilcox.

An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 100 block of S.
Harper at 1:50 p.m.

At 4:30 p.m., an unknown suspect
stole a vehicle parked near the
corner of Rosewood and
Larchmont.

An unknown suspect committed a
burglary near the corner of
Windsor and Francis at 7:40 p.m.

At 7:45 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 1100
block of N. La Brea.

An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 5700 block of
Melrose at 7:45 p.m.

At 7:56 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 100
block of S. Flores.

An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 4100 block of
Olympic at 8:30 p.m.

At 11:59 p.m., an unknown sus-
pect committed a burglary in the
1500 block of N. Cahuenga.

June 1

An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 600 block of N.
Manhattan Place at 12:01 a.m.

At 1:15 a.m., an unknown suspect
stole a vehicle parked in the 200
block of N. La Cienega.

An unknown suspect stole a vehi-
cle parked in the 1300 block of
Meadowbrook at 2 a.m.

At 2 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 5600
block of Wilshire.

An unknown suspect robbed a vic-
tim near the corner of Wilshire and
Normandie at 2 a.m.

At 6 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 5100
block of Sunset.

An unknown suspect robbed a vic-
tim near the corner of Selma and
Vine at 9:30 a.m.

At 10:30 a.m., an unknown sus-
pect stole a vehicle parked in the
8400 block of Oakwood.

An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 600 block of Vine
at5p.m.

At 5:54 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 6100
block of Sunset.

An unknown suspect stole a bicy-
cle near the corner of Sunset and
Gordon at 6 p.m.

At 6 p.m., an unknown suspect
stole a vehicle parked near the
corner of Hollywood and Vine.

An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 700 block of Vine at
7:30 p.m.

At 7:40 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary near the cor-
ner of El Centro and Romaine.

An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in th3 5100 block of
Sunset at 7:45 p.m.

At 7:50 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 6300
block of Hollywood.

An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 6500 block of
Hollywood at 8 p.m.

At 11:35 p.m., an unknown sus-
pect committed a burglary in the
500 block of S. Fairfax.

June 2

An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim near the corner of Santa
Monica and Van Ness at 12:30
a.m.

At 8:55 a.m., an unknown suspect
robbed a victim in the 5000 block
of Wilshire.

An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 200 block of N.
Plymouth at 9:30 a.m.

At 10:15 a.m., an unknown sus-
pect assaulted a victim in the 6100
block of Wilshire.

An unknown suspect stole a vehi-
cle parked in the 5300 block of
Monroe at noon.

At 12:02 p.m., an unknown sus-
pect assaulted a victim in the 100
block of The Grove.

An unknown suspect stole a vehi-
cle parked near the corner of
Fountain and Tamarind at 1:30
p.m.

At 1:35 p.m., an unknown suspect
robbed a victim in the 6400 block
of San Vicente.

An unknown suspect stole a vehi-
cle parked near the corner of Saint
Andrews and Lexington at 3 p.m.

At 3:10 p.m., A suspect assaulted
a victim during a domestic vio-
lence incident in the 500 block of
Gardner.

An unknown suspect committed a
grand theft near the corner of
Fountain and Las Palmas at 5 p.m.

At 6 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary near the cor-
ner of Hollywood and Gower.

An unknown suspect committed a
burglary near the corner of
Cahuenga and Sunset at 7 p.m.

June 3

An unknown suspect robbed a vic-
tim near the corner of Wilshire and
Van Ness at 1:50 a.m.

At 12:30 p.m., an unknown sus-
pect assaulted a victim in the 800
block of N. Curson.

An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 5500 block of
Hollywood at 4:30 p.m.
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What'’s the dill when picking your pickle?

by Rebecca Villalpando

Those who frequent the Original Farmers Market on Third and Fairfax may have noticed a bright newcomer to the
quintessential LA site in recent months. [lluminated by a bright green neon pickle and the cheery smiles of the owners
Scott Kaylin and Chris Hobson, Kaylin & Hobbs Pickles simultaneously makes a splash and looks perfectly at home
amongst the other favorites. There’s something classic about the concept that makes you feel transported to a simpler time,
but these pickles are totally new wave, packed with punches of decidedly modern flavors. Pickle connoisseurs will rejoice
at the wide variety of brines and bites. Kaylin & Hobbs thinks beyond your typical Bread & Butter — though theirs are
excellent — and creates new varieties like Mustard, Jalapefio, and Horseradish to name a few. All the available varieties
are enticingly arranged on the ice-packed counter display, each calling out to be picked for the feast. It can be overwhelm-
ing to decide which ones will make it into your green pulley cart at the end of the shopping trip. To make matters easier,
we assembled a group of local pickle experts to decide which pickle reigned supreme and discuss tasting notes for each.
The experts (...our family) certainly relished in the experience (...haha).

Spoiler Alert:

They were all delicious and we would eat every one again if we had the chance. But without further ado, our rankings:

#1 Mustard:

Winner, winner, hot dog dinner!
Wowee did we like these. The mus-
tard pickles combine all of the
things we love about a classic pick-
le (crunchy, sour, salty), with a deep
mustard flavor that adds depth and
a hint of heat at the back of the
palate. Of the Mustard pickle,
Michael Villalpando wrote in his
tasting notes, “Classic Coney Island
Nostalgia,” we couldn’t agree
more.

Side note: Let’s be frank, tasting
over seven varieties of pickles in a
row can be a bit daunting and you
may need something to cut through
the brine. Forseeing this challenge,

we procured some of the finest
Kosher hot dogs in the world from
our pal Lou DeRosa at Marconda’s
Meats just a few stalls away from
Kaylin & Hobbs. Should you feel
inspired to recreate a pickle tasting
of your own, definitely grab some
dogs. Also, if you take a slice of the
hot dog and a round slice of the
Mustard pickle, stack them and
pierce with a toothpick, you will
have a perfect bite of “hot dog on a
stick.” This snack covers all the
bases — you know that Salt, Fat,
Acid, Heat thing — and then some.
You will definitely see this appetiz-
er, “Coney Island in a Bite,” on
heavy rotation at family barbecues
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photo by Karen Villalpando

Let the games begin! The Pick-A-Pickle challenge was a fun family activity.
From left, Emily and Michael Jilg joined Rebecca Villalpando.

this summer.
Moving right along...

#2 Kosher Dill:

Full disclosure, Mustard edged
out Kosher Dill as the winner by
one single point. This was a close
battle. The Kosher Dill pickle at
Kaylin & Hobbs is the perfect pick-
le. It tastes like everything you love
about a pickle plate from a Jewish
Deli, but it’s fresher, brighter and
snappier. It has more of a sour bite
than the Mustard pickle, but retains
that classic pickle flavor. If you are
newer to pickles in general, I defi-
nitely recommend selecting the
Kosher Dill first. It’s a perfect gate-
way pickle that checks every box of
what you expect from a pickle. This
is the pickle you want to take home
to meet your parents.

#3: Jalapeno:

This is where our rankings start
to splinter and it really comes down
to personal preference. As I men-
tioned before, every single pickle
was delicious and has its place on
the menu of your fridge, pairing
perfectly with different plates. That
said, the Jalapefio pickle is killer.
It’s spicy and briny. It tastes like a
pickled jalapefio’s crunchier and
juicier cousin. These would taste
excellent sprinkled atop nachos or a
chili dog, or even mixed into a
Sunday morning Michelada. Emily
Jilg described these pickles as her
“#1 Fave!” Anything with Emily’s
seal of approval is a pickle worth
fighting for!

#4 Horseradish:

Yum. This Horseradish pickle
isn’t messin’— errr Horsin’— around.
The horseradish flavor is intense,

Messob

from page 13

up the juices from the various dish-
es in the Super Messob Exclusive.
The plate included a small serving
of doro wot, chicken pieces stewed
in chopped shallots, spiced butter,
fresh ginger, cardamom and cumin
in a red pepper sauce. We also
received siga wot — strips of beef in
the same sauce. Next to these were
yebeg siga alicha, a mild lamb stew
with garlic, ginger and other spices.

The only hiccup I have with take-
out is it’s hard to decipher each
dish. I wasn’t sure if I was eating
siga wot or tibs, which is cubed
beef with tomato, garlic, onion,
spiced butter and green chilies;
however, we all enjoyed the pleas-
ing exotic flavors.

The Vegetarian Delight box was
a combination of different veg-
etable dishes with Ethiopian herbs
and spices. My favorite was the
steamed peas with onions, seasoned
with garlic and ginger called yater
alicha. I also enjoyed the split
lentils in red pepper sauce, sea-
soned with assorted spices called
yemiser wot. Also in the container

photo courtesy of Messob Ethiopian Restaurant

The Vegetarian Delight is a combination of many of the vegan dishes
offered on Messob Ethiopian Restaurant's menu.

was yatakilt alicha with steamed
vegetables and onions seasoned
with spices, collard greens in garlic,
pumpkin, a simple lettuce salad and
tomato fit-fit, which is typically
served as a breakfast dish in
Ethiopia.

To get a true Ethiopian meal
experience, it’s worth dining in and
having the Asfaw brothers explain
each dish in detail.

For those seeking delivery, they
use DoorDash and you can request
"no contact" or "leave at the door.”

Be sure to call to make your dine-
in reservations or place your carry
out orders.

Other restaurants along the block
on Fairfax have open signs includ-
ing Little Ethiopia Restaurant, 1048
S. Fairfax Ave., (323)930-2808;
Meals by Genet, 1053 S. Fairfax
Ave., (323)938-9304; Rosalind’s,
1044 S. Fairfax Ave., (323)936-
2486; and Merkato, 1036 1/2 S.
Fairfax  Ave., (323)935-1775.
Messob $$ 1041 S. Fairfax Ave.,
(323)938-8827.
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photo by Karen Villalpando
The pickle lineup included a wide variety of flavors from sweet to spicy
to sour.

spicy, and high octane. It suggests
notes of a Bloody Mary (in which it
would be an excellent garnish!). We
all agreed that it would be delicious
sliced on a hot french dip sandwich.
Karen Villalpando (originally of the
Midwest), wondered if these could
even be mixed into the marinade for
Chicago style Italian beef. We will
definitely buy these again and make
said sandwiches.

#5 Spicy Dill:

The Spicy Dill pickle is close to
the Kosher Dill in flavor and tex-
ture, but it packs some heat! It’s a
bit less sour and a bit less salty, tast-
ing more full bodied and crunchy.
While we all definitely enjoyed the
Spicy Dill, we agreed that it could
pack a bit more of a spicy punch.
That being said, we are a family
that enjoys eating salsa so hot it
makes us sweat and cry... so there
is a chance that this is just an us
problem. Still, with a less pungent
acidity and lower salt content, the
pickle has a more nuanced flavor.
We diced these up and added them
to a traditional potato salad. The
results were transcendent with the
pickle perfectly accenting the pota-
to salad and not overpowering it
with brine.

#6 Honey Mustard:

Let me be clear: I really loved the
Honey Mustard pickle and ranked it
in my own top 3! It has a complete-
ly different flavor profile than the
other dilly briny pickles we tasted
and falls more on the Bread &
Butter side of the family. When I
tasted the Honey Mustard pickle, I
was transported to eating chicken
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fingers as a kid by the pool during a
long summer afternoon. These
pickles strike the balance of sweet
and salty with an assertive mustard
punch. We all agreed that these
would pair perfectly with fried
chicken and even better with
Nashville hot fried chicken.

#7 Bread & Butter

When one engages in a pickle
tasting, they may be confronted
with a few existential life questions.
As we rounded third and headed
home in our pickle tasting odyssey,
Michael  Villalpando  mused,
“Bread and Butter, who invented
such a name?” And truly, What’s in
a name, that which we call a rose...
nevermind. But please if anyone
knows the B&B origin story, do
tell.

These Bread & Butter pickles are
a complete departure from the sac-
charine sweet Vlassics you may
remember from childhood. They
are complex and crunchy. Their
sweetness is accented by clove and
tartness from light vinegar. They
would pair excellently with a
creamy french brie, or even a bleu
for the adventurous. Consider
adding these to your next cheese
plate from Monsieur Marcel.

We learned a few things from our
pickle tasting experience.

#1: Sometimes the simple things
in life are what bring the most joy.

#2: We all earnestly do love a
good pickle.

And #3: The folks at Kaylin &
Hobbs Pickles know how to trans-
form the humble cucumber into
something extraordinary — and so
much fun.
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‘The Vast of Night’ is the perfect summer film

Sure, summer doesn’t officially
start until June 21, but Amazon’s
film “The Vast of Night” cares not.
Instead of high-concept science
fiction, homage and nostalgia take
center stage in the best kind of
throwback mystery ride. Summer
blockbusters might be canceled,
leaving minor players room to
shine, but “Vast” doesn’t need the
help. It doesn’t in comparison to
films from any year.

Homage starts in the first frame
as a Predicta television airs the lat-
est episode of “Paradox Theater,” a
blatant tip of the hat to the house
that Rod Serling’s “The Twilight
Zone” built. The film’s events
begin unfolding on that small
screen in black and white, slowly
transitioning into the full screen, in
full color. It’s a clever intro, but

hardly a cheap gag, as the film
invokes this screen-in-screen
throughout its entirety.

As the title implies, one night —
really, only a few hours — changes
everything. In a small town in
1950s New Mexico, radio DJ
Everett (Jake Horowitz) helps prep
a recording device for the local
high school game before heading
back to the station, accompanied
by aspiring broadcast host Fay
(Sierra McCormick). In a chatty
intro, a true indie-film marker, the
pair exchange banter by practicing
interview tactics with Fay’s new
mobile recorder.

This sequence alone establishes
one of the primary strengths of
“Vast”: intimate concern for the
characters at the heart of this small-
town riddle. Don’t you dare call

photo courtesy of Amazon Studios

Jake Horowitz portrays radio DJ Everett, who investigates the origins of
a mysterious call in Amazon’s film “The Vast of Night.”

Livestream ‘An American Lyric’

In response to current events and
in solidarity with Black Lives
Matter-LA, the Fountain Theatre
presented a one-time live online
reading of Stephen Sachs’ critically
acclaimed, award-winning stage
adaptation of “Claudia Rankine’s
Citizen: An American Lyric.”

The portrayal of racism in
America was livestreamed on June
7 at 5 p.m. on Facebook, Twitter,
the theater’s YouTube channel and
on Zoom.

“The times have called us, once
again,” said Sachs, playwright and
Fountain Theatre’s artistic director.
“‘Citizen’ is a powerful, meaning-
ful way for the Fountain to continue
adding our voice to the national
conversation.”

“Citizen: An American Lyric” is
a stage adaptation of Rankine’s
National Book Critics Circle
award-winning book of poetry.
Sachs examines racial aggression,
seemingly every day acts of racism
are scrutinized as part of a testimo-
ny of “living while black” in
America, from the shooting of
Trayvon Martin, to the tennis career
of Serena Williams to the aftermath
of Hurricane Katrina.

“Citizen” premiered at the
Fountain Theatre in 2015, and it
was remounted at L.A.s Kirk
Douglas Theatre as part of CTG
Block Party in 2017.

The play was chosen by the
Music Center to represent Los
Angeles theater at the 2018 Our
L.A. Voices “Best of L.A.” arts fes-
tival, and has been produced at the-
aters across the country.

The online performance was
directed by Shirley Jo Finney, who
was the helm of all three L.A. pro-
ductions, and produced by James
Bennett. Original cast members
Bernard K. Addison, Leith Burke,
Tony Maggio, Monnae Michaell
and Lisa Pescia were joined by
Adenrele Ojo for the online show.

To view the performance, visit
youtube.com/watch?v=1-
EOgk4ZNRM.

For information, visit foun-
taintheatre.com.

ON SCREEN
wirs

TIM POSADA

this slow; nothing about the
extended dialogue drags or comes
close to shameless, overt exposi-
tion. It serves as the only resume
actors Horowitz and McCormick
need for any future gigs. They
shine in their timeless perfor-
mances in a bizarre period piece.

Sure, the emotional elements
sneak in. Everett has his fans
around town, but his overconfi-
dence and jaded attitude are appar-
ent to a few, Fay among them. And
Fay might wish for more out of life
come graduation day, but at 16 she
accepts her limited job options. At
least she knows her way around the
local switchboard, filling in for her
mom at night.

That leads to some curious
abnormalities  this  evening.
Especially odd: several dropped
calls and a strange sound on a loop
emitting from an incoming one.
She eventually recruits Everett,
who puts his burgeoning journal-
ism chops to work, playing the
sound live on WOTW.

Pause for homage No. 2: the sta-
tion name. Don’t get it? Well, all
radio stations west of the
Mississippi should begin with K,
not W, but the filmmakers took
exception here to reference Orson
Welles’ iconic radio drama from
the Mercury Theatre in 1938. You
know, the one where listeners who
tuned in late allegedly believed an
invasion was underway.

Back to “Vast.” Everett’s ploy
works. One listener knows more,
and what mysterious caller Billy
(Bruce Davis) says sets Everett and

photo courtesy of Amazon Studios
Sierra McCormick stars as Fay Crocker in “The Vast of Night,” a complex
sci-fi thriller with a wonderfully nostalgic flare.

Fay on mission to uncover the truth
which, as we all know, is out there
in the vast of night. Be it commu-
nists, covert government experi-
ments or E.T. Sr.’s spring break
destination, this reverse Mulder-
Scully team (she believes, he does-
n’t) are in for a series of odd sight-
ings, outlandish first-person
accounts and perhaps even strange
visitors from another world. Half
the fun is figuring out how it all
goes down.

“Vast” is a master exploration of
a media history. Several incredible
tracking shots establish the produc-
tion team’s credentials, but the
most  mesmerizing  moment
involves what goes unseen. That
special caller never appears on
screen. Instead, everything occurs
from the perspective of Everett and
Fay, with special emphasis on radio
equipment, even transforming into
several moments of complete dark-
ness that accentuate that fuzzy
audio communication even more.

That doesn’t fly in major films
that might give into temptation,
show rather than tell what tran-
spires in the voiceover. Not here.
Maybe budget got in the way. But

like malfunctions that resulted in
the success of another summer hit,
“Jaws,” it doesn’t matter. Success
is the outcome, stunning, haunting
success.

“Vast” is a quintessential indie
film, first premiering at Slamdance
(initially rejected by film fests a
whopping 18 times) — the off-
Broadway to Sundance’s
Broadway — nabbing an audience
award before traversing sereval
other festivals on its trek to
Amazon, which gave it a theatrical
run at drive-ins in mid-May, a fit-
ting move for retro cinema.

“Vast” belongs to a special class
of sci-fi films of modest scope that
unravel gradually, reaching a satis-
fying payoff, even amidst ambigu-
ity: “Midnight Special,” “10
Cloverfield Lane” and
“Monsters.” And like those films,
and the “Twilight” motif at is core,
this is probably a one-off. But the
whole experience would be worth
revisiting. Perhaps first-time direc-
tor Andrew Patterson, who
financed this gem himself, will
come back to his roots, following
what’s sure to be many more offers
in the future.

OUR SALE HAS

20% OFF
ENTIRE STORE

excludes balloons

e

. "4‘$ .
. oy

| & -

We need your help!

GONE VIRAL!

SAFE
CURBSIDE
PICK UP!

Paper Goods ¢ Decorations
Balloons ¢ Banners
Centerpieces * Pifatas
& MORE!

110% OFF,

BALLOONS |

excludes delivery”

Support small business!

Vine American
Party Store

5969 Melrose Ave. (corner of Wilcox)
(323)467-7124

NEW PRICE

111 3% BE7S

SUHEMIAN MUDERN
AATDMARYLANS DRIVE | DEVERLY SROVE | $3,595,000

& SEhana 19 enoy the Aot summes averngs. Warm russic wood
Amarcan mate, custam cabireis & & burmer Thermagor stove enhance
this grant kitehen, Each asdroon is-an snsaie. Lght aod brgie
s Sl e with Bas it sustoos highes. Chinuerent Lodanian Ly
he Srmve, Whate Fones, Tracer Jne'sooandy “sstaears on 3d strent
LACNA, The Bmearly Densar & Dedar Biral Medical Gantes, thes In-the
graave move 10 Bewsrly Drove

RESALIE
Nosalind@® hasgercyRE cam
L S MTInean

THEAGERCYRE COM



http://www.vineamericanparty.com
https://www.theagencyre.com

Park Labrea News/Beverly Press

17 June 11, 2020

Photo by John Viscott/courtesy of the city of West Hollywood
The L.A. Pride Parade will not be hosted in person, but organizers and
partners plan digital initiatives to celebrate Pride month.

L.A. Pride announces digital

initiatives and

Christopher Street West, the
non-profit that produces the annu-
al Los Angeles Pride Parade and
Festival, announced it would can-
cel all in-person events for the
remainder of the year; however,
the organization, in partnership
with KABC and iHeartMedia Los
Angeles, has reimagined how
Angelenos can celebrate Pride
month.

L.A’s first virtual Pride Parade
will air as a 90-minute primetime
special exclusively on ABC7 on
June 27 at 8 p.m. ABC7
Eyewitness news anchors Ellen
Leyva and Brandi Hitt, with spe-
cial guest host and actress Raven-
Symone, will host the event.

“Our ongoing partnership with
KABC is special to our organiza-
tion, and we are excited to be
working together to develop an
unforgettable special that cele-
brates the longstanding history of
LA Pride and our local LGBTQ+
community,” said Estevan
Montemayor, president of the

virtual parade

CSW board of directors. “We are
proud to kick-off our digital ini-
tiatives with a special that will
commemorate and honor our
brave and fearless pioneers who
have fought over the last five
decades, and continue to fight, to
create LGBTQ+ equality.”

CSW also announced the 2020
L.A. Pride Grand Marshals are
CSW and L.A. Pride co-founder
the Rev. Troy Perry as the com-
munity grand marshal and Project
Angel Food as the organizational
grand marshal.

KABC and CSW partnered
together to reimagine the 50th
anniversary of L.A. Pride for
Angelenos and continue the tradi-
tions set by the L.A. Pride Parade
and Festival as one of the biggest
pride events in the country each
year. The celebration will take
place as a virtual festival that
pays tribute to the history of L.A.
Pride and celebrates the Los
Angeles area’s storied role in the
LGBTQ+ civil rights movement.

The Beverly Wilshire offers program for wellness

On June 12, the Beverly
Wilshire, A Four Seasons Hotel
will celebrate Global Wellness
Day, a day dedicated to living
well, promoting good physical and
mental health, and experiential
wellness activities.

Participate in complimentary
activities by following the hotel’s
Instagram account,
@BeverlyWilshire, and unwind
and connect more deeply with
Beverly Hills, loved ones and one-
self through virtually creative and
local programs from 7:30 a.m. to 7
pm.

At 7:30 a.m., wake up and join
Molly d’ Amecourt as she will lead
“Mindful Breathing,” a 10-minute
class that teaches how to cultivate
a healthy body, peaceful mind and
vibrant spirit.

At 8 am., warm up the body
with a 45-minute full body Barre3
workout with yoga instructor Luci
Prosapio. She combines strength
conditioning, cardio and mindful-
ness for this class.

At 9:30 a.m., local yogi Soha
Panah will teach a 45-minute yoga
class from the Rodeo Terrace. This
upbeat athletic yoga class will fea-
ture a blend of movement and
energy — a total body and mind
workout experience that will leave
students sweaty and clear minded.

At 11 a.m., Los Angeles-based
studio BoxUnion will teach a 35-
minute fitness boxing class from
the hotel’s Mediterranean-style
pool. Designed for all levels, this
high energy, music driven fitness
boxing workout combines shad-

Photo courtesy of Beverly Wilshire Hotel, A Four Seasons Hotel
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owboxing, HIIT and bodyweight
strength for a sweat-inducing
experience. There is no equip-
ment, fitness or boxing experi-
ence necessary for this class.

Take a break for lunch and join
Dan Myers, director of food and
beverage, for “Fit for the Foodie”
at 12:30 p.m. He will teach view-
ers how to make THEBIvd’s sig-
nature avocado toast and the
Feeling Pretty Smoothie.

Yannis and Eva Alexandridis,
founders of 111SKIN, will lead a
“111Skin Tutorial” at 2 p.m. The
class will highlight the impor-
tance of overall health and well-
ness in lifestyle choices and skin-
care.

Named one of the top motiva-
tional speakers of 2020 by
Develop Good Habits, and the
inspiration behind actor Will
Smith’s movie “The Pursuit of
Happyness,” Chris Gardner will

inspire viewers with a short video
on how to stay, live and be well at
3 pm.

Celebrity stylists at Lea Journo
Salon will show viewers how to
take care their hair while at home
during “Haircare with Lea Journo
Salon” at 4 p.m.

Sarah Zois, doTTera essential
oil wellness advocate, will pro-
vide an at-home tutorial, “The
Benefits of Lavender,” at 5 p.m.
on the versatile benefits of laven-
der, including how to best utilize
the oil to relieve stress at home.

While at home, learn how to
take care of eyebrows with
experts at New York City’s
Sania’s Brow Bar at 6 p.m.

Audrey Slade will finish
Beverly  Wilshire’s  daylong
Global Wellness Day with a
mindful meditation set against
Beverly Hills’ sunsets from the
Veranda Suite at 7 p.m.

“We are proud to extend our
partnership with CSW for the sec-
ond year in a row to present the
50th Anniversary Celebration of
L.A. Pride,” said Cheryl Fair,
president and general manager of
KABC. “We are, above all, com-
mitted to delivering the strongest

programming and storytelling
that authentically reflects the
communities we serve. Despite
the unfathomable disruptions as a
result of the pandemic, we are
thrilled to bring the community
together through this year’s
reimagined virtual celebration

that we hope will entertain,
inform, and inspire all.”

The special will feature in-
depth interviews, and spotlight
local unsung heroes, and commu-
nity activists.

For information,
lapride.org.
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photo courtesy of LAMOTH
Holocaust survivors work with students on educational programs at the
Los Angeles Holocaust Museum. This year, the summer programs are
being held online.

LAMOTH offers enriching summer
experiences for students

The Los Angeles Museum of the
Holocaust has adapted its “Voices
of History” programs into virtual
workshops for summer educational
opportunities.

The workshops allow students to
create meaningful artistic reflec-
tions in different mediums.
Students learn about the Holocaust
through the museum’s extensive
collection of artifacts, informative
sessions with museum staff and
dialogue with Holocaust survivors,
and then interview the survivors
and collaborate with them to devel-
op their ideas into theatrical perfor-
mances, art and photography
exhibits.

The final projects capture the
personal stories of the survivors,
the students’ understanding of his-
tory and their dedication to shaping
the future of Holocaust education.

A “Voices of History” Art And
Resilience Workshop will be held
from June 15-19. Participating stu-
dents will work with Holocaust sur-
vivors who are also art mentors to
create pieces inspired by iconogra-
phy and narratives. Students will
draw inspiration from reflections
on their own lives and family expe-
riences.

Through a virtual visual arts
experience, students will discuss
how art is a powerful catalyst for
expression, can help in processing
painful memories and act as a path-
way to finding resilience. The
workshop will conclude with a vir-
tual gallery exhibition of students’
art and artist statements. The pro-
gram is presented in partnership
with Milken Community Schools.

In partnership with the Wallis
Annenberg  Center for the
Performing Arts, the museum is
also holding a Virtual Theater
Workshop. In a digital two-week
program, students will work with
Holocaust survivors to write, direct
and act in a theater performance.
Through the virtual theater experi-
ence, students will create a perfor-
mance that draws on history and
social justice issues that currently
exist in their lives.

Tuition is free for the art work-
shop (with donations suggested)
and $150 for the theater workshop.
Need-based scholarships are avail-
able.

For information, visit
lamoth.org/education--
resources/summer-workshops-for-
students.

Immaculate Heart graduates receive inspiring
messages from very special guests

Immaculate Heart High School
held a virtual celebration for its
class of 2020 that aired June 3 and
was viewed by students, families
and members of the campus com-
munity on the school’s YouTube
channel.

The graduates received special
surprise messages from U.S. Rep.
Adam Schiff (D-CA); model, tele-
vision personality and business-
woman Tyra Banks, class of 1991;
and the Duchess of Sussex Meghan
Markle, a member of the
Immaculate Heart High School
class of 1999. The guest speakers
offered inspiring remarks for gradu-
ates amid uncertain times.

Immaculate Heart students
engaged in home-based learning
programs organized by the school
this spring due to the COVID-19
public health emergency. A planned
in-person graduation ceremony
held annually at the Hollywood
Bowl was canceled because the
venue remains closed, but school
administrators arranged the virtual
ceremony, which aired on the same
date as the planned in-person cere-
mony. The virtual presentation was
intended only for the Immaculate
Heart community, and a link was
sent to families shortly before the 8
p.m. ceremony. The video was
promptly removed from YouTube
after it ended.

The graduates were particularly
inspired by the video message from
the Duchess of Sussex, which
addressed the death of George
Floyd and the Black Lives Matter
movement.

“I am very proud of Meghan for
knowing that the worst thing to do
is be silent,” said graduating senior
and outgoing student body presi-
dent Maya Al-Mansour Matthews.

“I cannot fully express the joy of
hearing her wholeheartedly state
that black lives matter, that we as
young people in this world are
already on our way to making
change. I am very honored that
such wisdom was addressed to my

classmates.”

“While  watching  Meghan
Markle’s speech, I did tear up a bit
because of how empowering her
words were,” graduating senior
Keana Rose Hilario said. “I under-
stood that her comments about
Black Lives Matter were very close
to her heart, especially as a black
woman who has been fighting
against injustice at a young age. I
have always been inspired by her
legacy as a humanitarian fighting
for numerous issues from gender
inequality to education.
Additionally, to know that her
activism stems from her education
at Immaculate Heart is even more
so empowering. I am proud to call
her my Panda sister.”

photo courtesy of Meghan,
The Duchess of Sussex

The Duchess of Sussex Meghan
Markle, an Immaculate Heart gradu-
ate in 1999, recorded a special video
message for departing seniors.

“] am very proud of

Meghan for knowing

that the worst thing
to do is be silent.”

Maya Al-Mansour Matthews
graduating student body president

—

“In a time of extreme pain, right-
eous indignation and chaos,
Meghan Markle’s words brought
me a moment of clarity and peace,”
graduating senior Audrey Andy
Valcourt added. “The only wrong
thing to say is to say nothing. Black
lives matter, they have always mat-
tered, and it is our, the class of
2020’s responsibility to use our
voices to bring about justice in the
world we are stepping out into.”

Each of the 118 graduating seniors
received a diploma during the final
weekend of May, when they arrived
on campus during different time
slots and were filed receiving acco-
lades in front of loved ones. Each
student walked down the school’s
hillside garden pathway, paused at
the top of a stairwell while their
name was announced and descended
the stairs to a table where their diplo-
ma was waiting. Immaculate Heart

President Maureen Diekmann and
Immaculate Heart High School
Principal Naemah Morris greeted
each graduate. Social distancing was
maintained and students wore face
masks. Each graduate departed with
a congratulatory yard sign and a gift
bag that included letters of encour-
agement from faculty and staff.

The diploma distribution was
filmed by professional filmmaker
Patrick Creadon, father of graduat-
ing senior Fiona Creadon. The
video footage was compiled with
the recorded speeches by the com-
mencement  speaker, retired
Immaculate Heart theology teacher
Christine Knudsen, and the 2020
class speaker, Lola Dutcher.

A similar diploma distribution
was filmed on June 4-5 for students
graduating the eighth grade at
Immaculate Heart Middle School.
Speeches by students and an
address by Immaculate Heart
Middle School Principal Gina Finer
will be included in a final video link
for students to view at a later date.

Since 1906, Immaculate Heart
High School and Middle School
has educated young women in
grades 6-12 on its campus at 5515
Franklin Ave. For information, visit
immaculateheart.org.

Rosewood STEM Magnet
Urban Planning
& Urban Design

‘a0 Immaculate Heart

NS =/ A Catholic, Independent, College Preparatory School for Girls Grades 6 - 12

Congratulations to the Class of 2020!

Our graduates have been accepted at universities and colleges across the country, mcluding:

American University
Amberst College
Bard Collego
Bishop's University
Boston College
Bosglon University
Californka State University,
Al Campuses
Cal Poly Pomona
Cal Poly San Luis Obispo
Chapman University
Colgate University
Connecticut College
Cormall Univorsity
DePaul University
Emengon University
Fordham University
Gonaaga University
Goucheg College
Grinnel College
Howard University

Loyola Marymount University
Loyola University Chicago
Macalpster College

Mount St Mary’s University

New York University

Oberlin College

Otis College of Art & Design
Pepperdine University

Pomona College

Purdue University

Rhaode Island School of Design
Reed College

Rollins College

Saint Mary's Collego of Calfornia
Santa Clara University

Sarah Lawrence College

School of the Art Institute of Chicago
Seattie University

Smith College

Spelman College

Syracise University
The Catholic University of America
The Gedrge Washington University
Tufts University
University of California,

All Campuses
University of Chicago
University of Michigan
University of Oregon
University of Portiand
University of Puget Sound
University of San Diego
University of San Francisco
University of Southern California
University of SL Andrews
University of Washington
University of Wisconsin Madison
Vassar College
Virginia Yech
Welles!iey College
Whitman College

" =

'NOW ENROLLING!

Be part of groundbreaking history and enroll at the first
urban planning and urban design STEM magnet in LAUSD.

Rosewood is a community that nurtures the whole child
and though a STEM, it has many pathways
to meet your child’s needs and interests.

Contact our main office for guidance with the application process.
Visit www.rosewoodelementary.org or call (323)651-0166

Your child may be eligible for transportation.
503 N. Croft Avenue Los Angeles, CA 90048

§, CA 00028 ¥ (323) 461-3651 ¥ wwwaimmaculateheartory

Avenue ¥ Los Angele

3515 Frankbin
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Woof & Wi-Fi program provides dog
training sessions for teens and pets

The Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Los Angeles is
launching online dog training classes for teens.

The “Woof & WiFi” program teaches children 12 and older the basics
of dog training for use with pets at home. The program also includes an
introduction to agility training.

Positive reinforcement dog training methods are used to engage dogs
in games, training exercises and at-home challenges focusing on obedi-
ence, tricks and agility. “Woof & WiFi” is taught by educator and dog
trainer Paula Ferrel, who has over 14 years of animal training and teach-
ing experience.

The program begins with obedience commands like sit, down and
fetch. Three levels of training are offered over three weeks, and the group
classes meet virtually twice a week for 45 minutes. Each registrant also
receives 30 minutes of weekly one-on-one support from the instructor, as
well as access to independent learning materials, a video resource library
and sharing platform to further support progress.

Participants must be able to use Zoom for class instruction and live
meetings, and Flipgrid for sharing between meetings.

SPCLA’s Pet Care Patch Workshop is also being held virtually. The
workshop teaches young adults about dog and cat behavior, responsible
pet care and how to help animals in their communities. SPCLA’s Humane
Education Department will offer additional virtual programming during
summer focused on animal welfare.

Registration for Woof & WiFi and Pet Care Patch Workshops is avail-
able by visiting spcala.com.

BHUSD launches Return 2 Learn Think Tank

The Beverly Hills Unified
School District is accepting appli-
cations for its Return 2 Learn Think
Tank Team. Applications are due by
Friday, June 12.

Superintendent Michael Bregy
will facilitate the stakeholder group
meetings focused on the impact of
COVID-19 on BHUSD.
Participants will work directly with
the Superintendent's Leadership
Team to gather information that will
support planning initiatives focus-
ing on the well-being of students,
staff and the greater community.

Parents and community members
have previously suggested that the
administration be more specific of
its “need” when asking for volun-
teers to participate in think-tank

work, so BHUSD is looking for
people with distinct experience or
intimate knowledge in the areas of
medicine and health care, mental
health, social emotional health,
occupational safety, prevention
efforts and workplace controls, and
facility management as it relates to
COVID-19 outbreak in the work-

place.
Approximately 15 mixed-stake-
holder participants from the

BHUSD community will be select-
ed to share their expertise and
knowledge in their professional
field while evaluating information
provided by federal, state and local
agencies related to the planning and
preparation of reopening the 2020-
21 school year.

Previous community feedback
also suggested the administration
be more specific with meeting fre-
quency, dates and times so partici-
pants would know in advance if
they could attend the meetings. The
think tank expects to meet virtually
four times this summer using
Google Meet. The expected meet-
ing dates are June 18 and 25, and
July 9 and 16. All meetings are
expected to begin at 6:30 p.m.

To apply for the think tank, visit
docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIp
QLS{ZxwseTal5IVIu62TOR6¢cudh
RVjpWQfaohdmkpxOoQWG2Wy
Q/viewform.

For information, contact Rebecca
Starkins, director of public rela-
tions, at rstarkins@bhusd.org.

photo courtesy of the American Cinematheque
Actor Peter Sellers plays Auguste Topaze in the 1961 comedy “Mr.
Topaze.”

LAUSD teams up with Snapchat

In a first-of-its-kind partnership,
Los Angeles Unified School District
and Snap Inc. — the social-media
company that runs Snapchat — are
leveraging the powerful combina-
tion of education and technology to
launch a virtual book club to help
keep high school-aged students con-
nected to learning while campuses
remain closed.

On May 27, “The A-List Book
Club” — a four-episode original
show that inspires students to read
by showcasing musicians, athletes,
actors and other celebrities sharing
personally meaningful books -
launched on Snapchat. The episodes
feature Alicia Keys, Russell
Westbrook, Kendall Jenner and
Noah Centineo, and all four
episodes are available on Snapchat’s
Discover page in Los Angeles and
on the LAUSD’s YouTube channel.

At the end of each self-shot
episode, LAUSD students can
“swipe up” to be directed to the dis-
trict’s website and enter their stu-
dent credentials to receive a free
digital copy of the book. The book
donations will be funded by L.A.
Students Most In Need, a charity
created to support students and fam-
ilies during this time. To encourage
reading across the country, the
series will also air without the
“swipe up” option to Snapchatters
nationwide.

American Cinematheque presents
Peter Sellers classic 35mm print

The American Cinematheque
will present a virtual exclusive pre-
sentation of “Mr. Topaze,” starting
actor Peter Sellers and his long lost
1961 directorial debut, newly-
restored from the lone surviving
35mm print.

The comedy also co-stars
Herbert Lom, Leo McKern and
Nadia Gray. The show opens
exclusively in Los Angeles at the
American Cinematheque through a
partnership with Film Movement’s
virtual cinema on June 12-18.

Sellers is known for his iconic
role as Chief Inspector Clouseau in
the original “The Pink Panther.”
The story of “Mr. Topaze” follows
Auguste Topaze who is unwilling
to sacrifice his principles, and as a
poor but proud French schoolmas-
ter, loses his job after he refuses to
alter the failing grades of one of his

students.

Seizing the opportunity to
exploit his honesty, Suzy Courtois,
played by Nadia Gray, convinces
her lover, the corrupt City Council
member Castel Benac, played by
Herbert Lom, to hire Topaze as a
managing director of one of his
shady businesses.

But when Topze learns he is
being used, he turns the tables on
them and makes off with the
money.

Additionally, Peter Medak’s
documentary “The Ghost of Peter
Sellers” will also be available to
stream. The documentary is about
an unfinished Seller’s film, “Ghost
in the Noonday Sun,” starring
Sellers and filmed in Cyprus in
1973.

For information, visit ameri-
cancinematheque.com

Grow @ the Wallis
announces events

The Wallis Annenberg Center for
Performing Arts programming for
June consists of presentations and
ongoing workshops through Grow
@ the Wallis, a program for arts edu-
cation.

GRoW @ the Wallis presents
various summer art courses for all
ages. The first workshop, “Beyond
Words,” creates an opportunity for
students to share their life through
various forms of artistic expression.

The Miracle Project’s “Triple
Threat” will offer vocal, acting and
performance technique training
from professionals and runs from
June 16 through July 21 for chil-
dren ages 13 and older. Also, the
Miracle  Project’s  “Musical
Miracles” will offer vocal and per-
formance technique practice while
building self-esteem in a virtual
classroom, and it runs from June 18
through July 23 for children
between 5-12 and 13 and older.

For ages 12 and older, the Wallis
will organize* Broadway Dreams,”
a program for professional training
for performers, on July 6-10.

For information,
thewallis.org.

visit

“Snap knows how to keep young
people engaged,”’ LAUSD
Superintendent Austin Beutner said.
“The virtual book club builds on
that know-how to keep students
connected and learning building on
the investment we have made pro-
viding students with a device and
internet access.”

“Education creates opportunity,
and we are excited to support pub-

lic education and help create new
ways to engage students in learning
outside the structure of a class-
room,” said Evan Spiegel, co-
founder and CEO of Snap Inc. “We
are inspired by working together
with Los Angeles Unified to create
resources for students to help them
build the foundation for future suc-
cess.”

For information, visit
snapchat.com/discover/The_A-
List_Book_Club/6526689621,  or
youtube.com/user/LosAngelesSchools.

Love,

Arabella Wilcox-Esada

Congrats Arabella Wilcox-Esada
on Graduating 1st Grade!
We are so proud of you!

Papa, Daddy, Aunt Jessica,
Aunt Kristi & Grandma

Finley Ruth Ranen
Congratulations Finley

We love you to
the moon and back!

Love, Mom, Dad & Nate

on graduating First Grade!

photo courtesy of Jennifer Carrillo Photography

Cathedral Chapel School

* Kindergarten throagh B8ch Grade  + Honor Math Program

* Fully Accredited WASC A WCEA  « CYO Sporns

+ Schaoiwide 4G Imeermet Access  « Mot Lunch Program

* 35 MAC Computer Lab * Outreach Concern Coumaling

* Sparah Program * Extended Day Care

« Middie Schoal Pad Program * o High Acdemic Decahion
* Dapartmentaized jusior High * imtranentsl Music Program

» Chaswoom Art B Mak Program  + Sote-chthe Art Soence Lab

Limited Space Available!

755 South Cochran Ave., LA 50036
For information (323)938-9976 or cathedralchapealichoolorg


https://www.cathedralchapelschool.org
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Radio station partners with
Democratic club for Pride month

In commemoration of Pride
month, Independent Radio KPFK
90.7 FM and the Blunt Post with
VIC announced a new partnership
with the Stonewall Democratic
Club, the nation’s oldest LGBTQ+
and feminist political group, advo-
cating for progressive issues since
1975.

The organization is producing
PrideCast Live, an 11-hour
marathon on June 27 from 10 a.m.
to 9 p.m. in solidarity with Global
Pride and Black Lives Matter. The
daylong program will air live on
KPFK 90.7 FM and the station will
livestream it on KPFK.org.

For the special program, KPFK
created custom on-air content
specifically for Pride and the black
community. Between three collabo-
rators, this broadcast will feature
Pride-themed shows, exclusive
interviews with leading politicians,
queer activist and other high-profile
public figures, artist spotlights and
a variety of fresh editorial content.

“KPFK Los Angeles is proud to
celebrate Pride Day with support
from the Stonewall Democratic
Club on Global Pride Day,” said
Kevin Fleming, KPFK program
director. “We are committed to the
communities we serve to provide
news, information, stories, music,
culture and the arts. Please help us
remain fearless by supporting us at
KPFK .org.”

The marathon will feature a vari-
ety of diverse shows by KPFK pro-
grammers, members of the
Stonewall Democratic Club and
radio hosts from the community.

Vic Gerami, the host of the Blunt
Post with Vic, will produce and
emcee the event. He will also host
the marathon’s opening show.

photo courtesy of Vic Gerami
Vic Gerami

“This is my third and most
important year producing KPFK’ s
Pride program, especially due to the
recent murder of George Floyd and
many other black Americans who
were victims of police brutality
caused by institutionalized and sys-
tematic anti-black racism,” Gerami
said.

He added Pride 2020 is not Pride
as usual.

“With the current situation and
ongoing COVID-19 crisis, Pride
2020 is about solidarity with black
Americans and all other marginal-
ized minorities,” Gerami said.

He said it was a natural fit for
Independent Radio, a station
known for being “powered by the
people,” to partner with the coun-
try’s leading LGBTQ+ political
advocacy organization for this
year’s Pride program.

“The entire Stonewall team is
thrilled to take both pride and polit-
ical action to the Los Angeles air-
waves,” said Ryan Basham, com-
munication vice president of the
Stonewall Democratic Club.

Theatre company releases ‘Scraps’ for viewing

The Matrix Theatre Company’s
award-winning production of
“Scraps” by Geraldine Inoa was
made available for viewing on the
company’s YouTube page.

A mash-up of poetry, realism
and expressionism, “Scraps”
chronicled how the family and
friends of a black teenager shot by
a white police officer struggle to
cope in the aftermath.

Set in Bed-Stuy, Brooklyn, the
play ran for two and a half months
at the Matrix Theatre in Los
Angeles, and received accolades
including three Ovation and five
Los Angeles Drama Critics Circle
award nominations and a “Critic’s
Choice” review from Charles
McNulty at the Los Angeles
Times.

“Scraps” was directed by 2019
Obie Award-winner Stevie Walker-
Webb. The cast includes Stan
Mayer, Tryin Niles, Ashlee Olivia,
Damon Rutledge, Aheki Togun
and Denise Yolén.

Set designer John Lacovelli,
light designer Brian Gale and Zo
Haynes, sound designer Jeff
Gardner, costume  designer
Wendell C. Carmichael, props
designer David Saewert, casting
director Jami Rudofsky, stage
manager Rita Cofield, associate
producer Gabrieal Griego helped
Matrix Theatre Company’s artistic
director Joseph Stern bring the
play to life.

In 2009, following more than

photo by I.C. Rapoport/courtesy of
Tyrin Niles, Ashlee Olivia and Ahkei Togun perform in a production of
“Scraps.”

three decades of producing multi-
ple award-winning work for the
stage, Matrix Theatre Company
founder Stern resolved to redirect
the company’s focus to the explo-
ration of race issues in contempo-
rary society.

Since then, the theater company
has offered up critically acclaimed
productions of Lydia Diamond’s
“Stick Fly,” set in the Martha’s
Vineyard summer home of an
upper  middle-class  African
American-family, “Neighbors,”
the study of the history of racism in
America by playwright Branden
Jacobs-Jenkins.

The theater company has also

produced a non-traditional produc-
tion of “All My Sons” by Arthur
Miller with a multicultural cast,
and a West Coast premiere of “We
are Proud to Present a Presentation
about the Herero of Namibia,
Formerly Known as South-West
Africa, From the German
Sudwestafrika, Between the Years
1884-1915” by Jackie Sibbliles
Drury.

To view  “Scraps,” visit
youtube.com/watch?v=o0LdXs4A7
NBw&feature=youtu.behttps://ww
w.youtube.com/watch?v=oLdXs4
ATNBw&feature=youtu.be.

For information, visit matrixthe-
atre.com.

PARKLABREA NEWS

Recreation center opens early
with fun summer activities

A photograph in the June 26, 1952, issue of the Park Labrea News
showed an opening celebration for the recreation center at Park La
Brea, the largest residential complex west of the Mississippi River.
Children played sports such as softball, basketball, kickball and hand-
ball, and games including checkers, carom, paddle tennis and jacks. At
the time, tennis was offered on two courts for 25 cents an hour. An
accompanying article stated that not all equipment had been installed
at the time, but the recreation center was opened early to coincide with
the end of the school year and summer vacation.

Fowler Museum
celebrates Pride

Every June, people across the
globe pay respect to those
involved in the Stonewall Riots on
June 28, 1969. The Fowler
Museum will honor Pride month
with digital programs. The Fowler
will host “A Prayer for the
Runner,” a live performance by
Patrisse Cullors, a co-founder of
Black Lives Matter, on June 13
from noon to 1 p.m. Cullor’s
newest performance piece is a
public act of mourning centered on
a prayer she co-wrote with Damon
Turner and prompted by the death
of Ahmaud Arbery, who was shot
while jogging near Brunswick in
Glynn County, Georgia.

A discussion on grief, parent-
child relationships and healing
with Melina Abdullah, professor
and former chair of Pan-African
Studies at California State
University, will follow the perfor-
mance.

Omari Wiles, a founder of the
House of Nina Oricci and creative
director of Les Ballet Afrik, will
host “Introduction to
AfrikFusion/VougeAfrik” on June
20 from noon to 1:15 p.m. Wiles
combines voguing and ballroom
dance styles with West African and
contemporary dance to create
AfrikFusion.

Artist Alma Lopez Gaspar de
Alba and her partner Alicia Gaspar
de Alba, a UCLA professor, will
host “Queer Latinx Arts in LA,” a
conversation  tracing  queer
Angeleno artist’ contributions to
contemporary art, on June 23 from
4:30-5:30 p.m.

They will discuss and highlight
their most recent artistic collabora-
tion, which explores life of Sor
Juana Inés de la Cruz, a 17th cen-
tury Mexican nun.

For information, visit
Eventbrite.com/o/fowler-museum-
at-ucla-12425323657.
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Undercount might cost cities money, power

From page 1

responses was pushed back from
July 31 to Oct. 31, but as of June 8,
the Los Angeles area is lagging
behind the rest of the state and
country in terms of the self-
response rate.

California’s self-response rate is
62% — greater than the national self-
response rate of 60.8% — but in Los
Angeles, the response rate is 50.7%.
In Beverly Hills, the response rate is
51.1%, and in West Hollywood, the
self-response rate is 54.9%.

U.S. Census Bureau spokes-
woman Patricia Ramos said the coro-
navirus is a big reason for the lower
response rate, but other confounding
factors may be in play as well. For
instance, people could have multiple
homes, so they may not be receiving
census messaging at their primary
residence. In other cases, “language,
ethnicity and race” factors may dis-
courage participation.

“We are working with these com-
munities to reach out, and now that
we have resumed our field opera-
tions through the protocols estab-
lished by health authorities, we’re
beginning to resume operations and
we’re working with our local part-
ners to get the word out,” Ramos
said.

In many cases, those partners
include local governments.

Hernan Molina, government
affairs liaison for the city of West
Hollywood, oversees the city’s cen-
sus efforts. Molina said immigrants
and undocumented people some-
times “have had a negative relation-
ship in the past with the govern-
ment” —  including  West
Hollywood’s Russian community —

which might discourage participa-

tion, and other groups may have
their own reasons to be dissatisfied
with the census process.

“Some LGBT folks are disen-
franchised because the census does
not specifically ask about sexual
orientation, and it doesn’t paint a
true picture of the household
because of the lack of that informa-
tion. I tell people, we still need to
get an accurate count because we
still need the resources, and we
don’t want to leave money on the
table,” he said.

In addition, a push by the Trump

administration, including Secretary
of Commerce Wilbur Ross, to put a
citizenship question on the census
may have discouraged participa-
tion, Molina said. Though the ques-
tion was ultimately not included in
the census, it “has left a sour taste in
people’s mouths,” Molina said.

“Some people still believe that
[the citizenship question] is there,
and they don’t want to go there.
There have been campaigns to get
those populations, mainly in
Spanish, to explain what is happen-
ing and not happening,” he said.

Molina noted that while West
Hollywood’s response rate is
“steadily improving,” others may
not be responding because they’re
overwhelmed with a job loss, the
effects of the coronavirus pandemic
or other concerns. While such “dire
straits” may be taxing, Molina said,
the census questionnaire only con-
sists of a handful of questions and
can be answered in only a few min-
utes using the materials received in
the mail, by phone at (844)330-
2020 or online at 2020census.gov.

To encourage participation, West
Hollywood hosted a pop-up event
earlier this year, and the City
Council heard a presentation on
encouraging census participation.
In addition, the city is looking to
find ways to raise awareness of the
census without person-to-person
contact, and the city is using social
media, posters and postcards. West
Hollywood partnered with the
county on those efforts, and the
county previously partnered with
the city of Los Angeles so that
materials can be shared.

West Hollywood is also consider-
ing using caravans of cars with pro-
motional materials and banners
hung on city streets to encourage
self-response to the census, Molina
said.

“The person-to-person contact
right now is not something we are
entertaining because of the distanc-
ing, but we are still encouraging
people who care about the census to
talk about their friends and rela-
tives, to let them know how impor-
tant it is to respond to the question-
naire. It’s very easy to do it,” he
said.

In Beverly Hills, spokesman
Keith Sterling said that the city is
also working to increase its self-
response rate. The city has launched
a campaign to encourage census
participation called “Be Counted
Beverly Hills,” Sterling said, and he
also gave a presentation to the City
Council earlier this year regarding
the city’s efforts to encourage cen-
sus participation.

“We’ve provided postcards,
posters and digital reminders to our
community in advance of them
receiving their census invitation in
the mail. We’ve also presented to
community partners/organizations
and coordinated with our school
district to help spread the word,”
Sterling said.

Sterling added that “our work is
not done,” and the city plans to take
advantage of the pushed-back dead-
line to encourage participation.

“We certainly want to increase
our response rate and look forward
to initiating additional outreach in
the coming months,” he said.

Those who do not self-respond
will be visited later this summer by
in-person Census Bureau staff,
Ramos said.

“In mid-August, we’ll have our
census takers go door-to-door to
households that have not at all
responded to the 2020 census ... It
has been pushed back due to coron-
avirus. It was supposed to happen in
mid-May, going through the end of
July. Due to the pandemic, dead-
lines have been pushed so we can
accommodate the necessities of the
community during the pandemic,”
Ramos said.

If people would not like to be vis-
ited by the census takers, they can
simply complete the census ques-
tionnaire, Ramos said, adding that
“we don’t want people to wait until
Oct. 31.7

“The best thing they can do right
now, especially if they’re still stay-
ing safe at home, is to respond by
internet, by phone or by U.S. mail,”
she said. “We understand it’s been a
very challenging time for everyone,
but there’s still time for everyone to
self-respond ... instead of waiting
on people to knock on their doors in
August.”

Beverly Hills City Hall honors George Floyd

The city of Beverly Hills honored
the memory of George Floyd, who
died during an encounter with
police in Minneapolis on May 25,
by illuminating Floyd’s name on
City Hall on June 8-9.

“The incident in Minneapolis that
took the life of George Floyd was
absolutely horrible to witness,”
Mayor Lester Friedman said. “Let
us honor George Floyd’s memory
by being together in solidarity with
the African-American community
and moving this country forward
where hatred has no place.”

During this past week, protests in
the city and across the country have
called for an end to racism and
police brutality.

On June 6, On Saturday, there
were two peaceful protests in
Beverly Hills “with no major inci-
dents,” Beverly Hills spokesman
Keith Sterling said in an email.

The first, which included
between 500 and 1,000 protesters,
began in Century City around noon
and traveled along North Santa
Monica Drive toward Civic Center
Drive before leaving the city at
around 2:40 p.m. and returning to
Century City, Sterling said.

GEORGE
FLOYD

photo courtesy of the city of Beverly Hills

Breonna Taylor protest
focuses on hlack women

From page 1

Sheedz said the frustration,
sadness and anger demonstrators
saw and felt in the last week of
protests for black lives are the
same emotions black people feel
every day.

Morton’s call to action was to
demand justice for Taylor. She
told demonstrators to continue to
protest, protect each other and
support black lives.

Morton also demanded city
officials defund the police
department. She referenced a
recent announcement by Los
Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti
about plans to cut the Los
Angeles Police Department’s
budget by up to $150 million,
and hopes more money can be
redirected to support black com-
munities.

Nichelle Hines, an actor and
board member for the
Hollywood Food Coalition — a
nonprofit that serves the home-
less population and others in
need — said the present moment
has had a profound influence on
her message. She asked members
of the crowd who were 27 or
older to raise their hands and to
think about the love, friends,
family, good moments and bad
moments that have shaped their
lives and future.

“You know you have time on
your side,” Hines said. “Don’t
take that time for granted. Don’t
take your life for granted. We are
her (Taylor’s) voice. We are her
life, and that black life mattered.”

Hines said those under 27 are
the “revolution” that will wake
the world. She added that every-
one in attendance must vote with
the same energy they showed at
the protest.

Other speakers, including
Daheli Hall, Shantira Jackson,
Lila Mayes and Rashawn Scott,
addressed the crowd about
Taylor’s death. Jackson, who
wrote “Busy Tonight,” “3Peat
Presents: The Blackening” and
“50 Central,” spoke about the
collective grief felt by many peo-
ple of color.

“[Breonna], her family and
friends had years of love stored up
for her, but what happens to all
that love?” an impassioned
Jackson asked. “It doesn’t go
away. There is grief in these bod-
ies, and there are hashtags for
some of the names [of women],

photo by Jose Herrera
Lila Mayes, owner of Curvy

Girls N Curls, spoke at
#BirthdayforBreonna and asked
Angelenos to stand with black
people against the fight against
racism.

but there is so much love in the
hearts of black people for our peo-
ple. We want it to be used fully.”

Derrick Riley, an architectural
designer who lives in Venice,
said he was most moved by
Jackson’s words about the loss
felt among Taylor’s family and
friends.

“I’ve experienced my own
grief enough to know what that
pain is like, but it’s another thing
to be forced into that grief repeat-
edly because of injustices upon
black people by police,” Riley
said.

Comedian and singer Scott fin-
ished the rally with her rendition
of “Freedom” by Beyoncé. The
protestors later marched from
Pan Pacific Park to Beverly Hills
in a demonstration that remained
peaceful.

“I honestly was terrified to
come out to protest,” Scott wrote
on her Instagram page. “Scared
for my life, scared for my peo-
ple’s lives, scared that our peace-
ful protest would be broken up
by hate. But I needed to come. I
had to lend my voice because
Breonna can’t. For the countless
black bodies that have been
taken.”

The second protest entered
Beverly Hills from West
Hollywood at 3:20 p.m. This
protest began at Pan Pacific Park
with a crowd of almost 3,000 peo-

ple and proceeded to the Beverly
Hills sign at the Lily Pond at
Beverly Gardens Park before
leaving the city at 4 p.m., Sterling
said.

Protesters will be asked to
participate in racial dialogue

From page 5

have filled our streets to call for jus-
tice, cry out for change, and
demand racial equality for black
Angelenos and all communities of
color,” Los Angeles Mayor FEric
Garcetti said. “I fully support City
Attorney Mike Feuer’s decision not
to prosecute or seek any punish-
ment for those who broke curfew or
failed to disperse during the recent
protests, unless those cases involve
violence, vandalism or looting. This
moment has the potential to bend
the arc of our future toward a more
fair and just city and country for
everyone, if we’re willing to seize
it. T hope Angelenos will stay

engaged in the cause to bring trans-
formational progress. That is how
we will continue the hard, neces-
sary work of rooting out racism
from our institutions, policies, laws
and communities.”

“Resolving these violations
through alternative methods is a
productive and appropriate way to
address these offenses, and will
have lasting positive effects on our
community,” Los Angeles Police
Department Chief Michel Moore
said. “I fully support this approach
to criminal justice reform, and will
work closely with the city attorney’s
office to ensure it is successful.”
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CSW to diversify its board of directors

From page 1

In honor of Tony McDade, who
was shot in his home by Tallahassee
police, organizers will gather at 11
a.m. at Highland Avenue and
Hollywood Boulevard, walk west
toward La Brea Avenue, head south
to Sunset Boulevard, walk west to
Crescent Heights Boulevard, and
from there march on Santa Monica
Boulevard toward West
Hollywood.

“Marsha P. Johnson and Sylvia
Rivera bravely started a movement
at the Stonewall Inn in 1969. They
stood up to systemic racism and
bigotry,” B.L.A.C. wrote in a state-
ment announcing the march. “We

must acknowledge and recognize
the many tireless years of service
and action by black LGBTQ+ peo-
ple. The LGBTQ+ community
must extend its support to unite
against oppression, police brutality,
racism, transphobia and the many
other disparities disproportionately
impacting the black community.”
B.L.A.C. will lead the march on
Sunday, and its leaders consist of
Gerald Garth of Garth Management
Group; Brandon Anthony, who
works for Brandon Anthony’s
Socialite House L.A.; Pastor
Sammie Haynes of Vision Church
Los Angeles; Paul Scott, who

Superintendent protects
confidentiality in program

From page 1

ilar effort started by a New Jersey
pizzeria — Lushing and fellow
Rotarians JR Dzubak and
Frances Bilak started Feeding the
Soul, which uses donations to
purchase meals from local
restaurants. Those meals are then
given to the families of BHUSD
students in need.

“It’s targeted at our youth,”
Lushing said. “Kids, at a mini-
mum, should have a healthy meal
or two a day. Knowing that the
families [are] struggling, Feeding
the Soul [is] thinking about kids,
giving them nourishment to help
them grow, help them in school
and help them in life.”

Margo said she is “so honored
and so touched” that programs
similar to hers are helping even
more people in the Beverly Hills
area.

“I love seeing people put forth
an effort to help others,” she said.
“We’re really fortunate to be able
to live where we do, and the fact
that many of us are willing to
help those less fortunate or help
those who really need help right
now, it’s what we should be
doing.”

Feeding the Soul launched late
last month, and twice a week,
approximately 60 meals are dis-
tributed to BHUSD families at
Horace Mann School, which
Bregy said has been the district’s
site for pickups of all kinds,
whether it’s food or laptops and
iPads for students, since the shut-
down began. Bregy said only he
knows the names of the meal
recipients, and he personally
contacts them to see if they need
food.

“Every community has fami-
lies that are struggling. The kids
in their classrooms and their
friends may not even realize it.
That’s the beauty behind these
programs. We are absolutely
confidential in being able to pro-
vide the support, because it’s
really important for us not to sin-
gle anybody out that would bring
any unnecessary attention to
them,” he said.

Bregy added that because
Feeding the Soul benefits stu-
dents, their families and local
businesses, he was thrilled to be
part of the program. Helping oth-
ers is why he joined the Rotary
Club more than 10 years ago, and
while helping people in other
communities is a worthy cause,
“many times it’s overlooked that
we have students and families in

Beverly Hills that need some
additional help,” he said.

“It’s really important to look
for ways that can benefit these
types of projects that can benefit
the community and families. A
lot of times, that’s overlooked. A
lot of times, people are looking
for fundraisers and projects out-
side the community when the
need is right in front of you,”
Bregy said.

The Rotary Club is using its
network of members to provide
funding. Rotarian and Beverly
Hills resident Robbie Anderson
donated funds to help purchase
the meals out of a love for the
city and a desire to help.

“The reason I contribute to
Rotary is because I trust their
judgement in distributing funds
to needy local charitable organi-
zations, and I will continue to do
s0,” he said.

The Rotary Club also provided
connections to local restaurateurs
who wanted to help. Xi’an, a
Chinese restaurant at 362 N.
Canon Drive that will prepare the
Feeding the Soul meals for
tonight, June 11, is owned by
Vicky Mense, a Rotarian. Mense
said her restaurant was able to
stay open through delivery
orders, “so whenever we got a
chance, we wanted to participate
in giving back.”

“We don’t look at this as a
business transaction. We really
look at this as being a Rotary
member, it’s in a spirit of serving
the community,” she said.

Mense added that the restau-
rant is “very fortunate that we’re
able to work in a community in
Beverly Hills.” After the
COVID-19 crisis passes, the
community will have to come
together to help with the recov-
ery.

“Everyone is doing their best
in their own position. If we can
give each other the understand-
ing and the support, it will help
the city and all the businesses to
recover and hopefully, that will
set the right momentum so our
city could thrive just like before.
It will take time, but we have to
be patient with each other,” she
said.

Feeding the Soul is funded
through donations to the Rotary
Club  of Beverly hills
Community Foundation. For
information, visit bhrotary.org,
email info@bhrotary.com or call
Lushing at (310)505-0565.

works for the LA Black LGBTQ
Movement; Princess Murray of
Compton Pride; Stacy Alford, who
has a masters in public health; and
Yuriel “Miss. Shalae” Young, who
works for the Glasswing Group
Blossom Brown.

“It is important for black voices
and leaders to organize this protest,
and any other efforts, because our
voices need to be heard and it starts
from our own community,’
Anthony said.

He noted the advisory board
added “All” to Black Lives Matter
because they wanted to recognize
the challenges black LGBTQ+ peo-
ple face, and the voices of black
trans women and men need to be
heard.

Garth, who is also the CSW
board treasurer and has been with
the organization since 2016, said it’s
critical for the organization to rec-
ognize the history of the black com-
munity, assess what happened and
commit to do better.

“Yes, before its inception, we
were running out and reaching out
to black leaders. We were moving
quicker than ideal,” Garth said. “In
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ABLM’s June 14 protest will begin at 11 a.m. at Hollywood and Highland

and head toward West Hollywood.

the beginning, it looked like people
were not being invited to the con-
versation, so it was important to
step back and really create spaces
amplifying black voices.”

Legislators worried wildfire
preparation will be forgotten

From page 6

in addition to prepared food in an
effort to keep more people
employed.

While some government agen-
cies and employees have tried to
stymie those efforts, those officials
eventually caved to public and
political pressure, she said, and
that’s for the best.

“I think it’s up to us as policy-
makers and leaders to ensure we
enable that kind of creativity,
whether it’s more outdoor dining,
whatever we need to do to relax
codes to allow businesses to think
outside the box and operate outside
the box,” Friedman said.

Bloom said once the time comes
to reopen businesses, it must be
done “slowly and methodically.”

“I think the most important thing
that we have to bear in mind as we
move through this is that we’re still
in the relatively early stages of a
health care emergency that requires
us to be very, very cautious, lest the
number of people who are infected
begin to explode again,” Bloom
said. “That said, I think the limited
opening of the economy that we’re
seeing now is a positive thing.”

The Assembly members also
encouraged everyone to continue
practicing safety measures to limit
the spread of the virus. Santiago
added that progress in reopening
the economy depends on keeping
the infection rate down, and for
especially hard-hit groups like live
performance venues, sustained suc-
cess will be the key in determining
how long they must remain closed,
meaning the “larger challenge with
the later phases is human behavior.”

Friedman, who said she lost two
older relatives to COVID-19, said
while “we all want everything to
open,” that will only happen when
“it’s safe to open.”

“I think we should all take that
upon ourselves, business owners
and employers as well ... This is a
devastating disease with no cure
and not a lot of great treatment
options at this point. We always
have to remember that as we make,
not just policy decisions for us on
our side, but all of you as business
owners have to remember that this
is still a disease that is not under
control, and certainly not here in
Los Angeles,” Friedman said.

BH City Council to consider
labor agreements on June 16

The Beverly Hills City Council
will consider the memoranda of
understanding with the Safety
Support Association and
Firefighters’ Association at the
Tuesday, June 16, City Council
Formal Session beginning at 7 p.m.,
which is available to view at bever-
lyhills.org/live.

In accordance with state law, the
city of Beverly Hills participates in
labor negotiations with its employ-
ee associations. The results of the
negotiations process are written
agreements or contracts reached
between the city and the city
employee associations. These
agreements are commonly referred

to as MOUs.

The Safety Support and
Firefighters” MOUs have been rati-
fied by the respective employee
associations and are subject to the
adoption of the City Council on
June 16. The proposed Safety
Support Association MOU covers
salaries and benefits for a four-year
period, and the proposed
Firefighters’ Association MOU
covers salaries and benefits for a
five-year-and-eight-month period.

The MOUs, independent fiscal
analyses, and summaries of signifi-
cant terms are posted on the city’s
website at beverlyhills.org/negotia-
tions.

Garth said CSW/LA Pride is
committed to long-term change and
creating more opportunities to add
people of color to its board, as well
as engaging with local leadership.
Moving forward, CSW will contin-
ue to work with B.L.A.C. to exam-
ine internal policy and further
diversify its board to include more
voices and perspectives from the
black LGBTQ+ community.

Garth and Anthony shared the
sentiment that on June 14, CSW
board members, the LGBTQ+
community, the black community
and Angelenos will surely come out
to support B.L.A.C. and the ABLM
march.

“This is a solidarity march for the
entire black community as well as
the LGBTQIA community,”
Anthony said. “This is the time we
will come together and march to the
city of West Hollywood to let our
voices be heard and ensure our lives
matter, and have purpose in both
the black and LGBTQIA communi-
ties.”

For information, visit ablm la.

“It is important
for black voices
and leaders to
organize this
protest, and any
other efforts,
because our
voices need to
be heard and it
starts from our
own
community.”

-Brandon Anthony,
B.L.A.C. leader
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Computer Problems?
I CAN HELP!

* Troubleshooting

¢ Lessons

¢ Purchase Consultation
* Phone Support

Joel Rothman
323.240.5112

TheDiskDoc@mac.com

TTASHMAN
©Home Cerier

SCREENS * DOORS
HARDWARE
SALES & INSTALLATIONS
7769 SANTA MONICA BL.
WEST HOLLYWOOD
(323)248-0840

www.tashmans.com

Since 1961
Family Owned & Operated
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Tell your
story.

Make an impact
on your sudience.
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Commercial & Residential Growth isn't a goal,
Every Style: it's an outcome.
Sofas, Chairs, Slipcovers mackeycreativelab.com

Replace Feather Proof Lining
Broad Selection of Fabrics,
Draperies & Roman Shades

HIGHEST QUALITY
WORKMANSHIP
Call Rosie for FREE Estimate

310-491-8409
West Hollywood (S.)

info@mackeycreativelab.com

MACKEY
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DOG WALKER

COOPER K-9
DOG WALKER

* Leash Manner Training
* Socialization, Structure,
Exercise
* Insured, Certified
AKC Good Citizen Trainer
323.393.5238
latty@cooperk-9.com

Google: Latty Cooper
as seen on YouTube!

www.beverlypress.com

Updated daily + Complete
pdf of the newspaper
* advertising information
» archived issues
* subscriptions

NEWS - CRIME -
ENTERTAINMENT

We are now
delivering in

Beverly Hills!

call (323)933-5518
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FOR HOME
DELIVERY
WITH THE
LOS ANGELES

TIMES,
CALL

213-283-2274
to subscribe today!

CLEANING SERVICE

The Signature Spice Blend
combines a medley of herbs
with hints of lemon and notes

of pepper.

Buy it today &
Spice up your Life!
www.shop.inemilyskitchen.com
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* Pressure wash carpet,
dry in 2 hours.
+ Janitorial Service - prepare
apartment for renting.
* Clean apartment buildings.
* Special prices for offices.
* Liability & Workers Comp.
Ins.
Call Steve
(323)376-7337
stevethejanitor.com

Crossword Puzzle vy myles melior

Across

1. Generous slice of the pie

5. Capital of Azerbaijan

9. Nincompoops

14. Guru

15. Land o' blarney

16. Diarist of the Great Plague
17. Not much

18. Old money

19. Check recipient

20. Singer

23. Latvian seaport

24. Fitness assoc.

25.D.C. agcy.

28. Enjoy a bone

31. Cricket squad

33. Afr. nation

36. Deal

39. Mid-calf skirt

40. Singer

44. "Soft clock" painter

45. Rap sheet listing

46. Pigment

47. Kind of band

50. Speaker's spot

52. Brit WW 11 fighting unit (abbr.)
53. Canceled

56. Screens for bulletin boards
59. Singer

63. 1940s-60s world leader
66. Anger

67. Butter-like spread

68. Baseball pioneer Buck
69. Aces, sometimes

70. Bread

71. Jocks' antitheses
72.Some N.C.O.'s

73. "Sovereign"

Down

1. It's in your face

2. Subsequently

3. Valuable musical antique
4. Good-for-nothing

5. Lux. neighbor

6. Horne solo

7. Pink Nintendo title character
8. Render weaponless

9. Attraction

10. Authentication stamp
11. James Bond, for one
12. Look at

13. Compass point

21. And raves

22. Cube

25. Cloaked in vine

26. With a scarlet glow
27. Like a snicker

29. Surrealist Jean

30. Contort

32. Record company

33. Intense devotion
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34. Jungle vine 55. Behind
35. Mark on a score sheet 57. ___ Lama
37. Board member: abbr. 58. Stain
38. "National Velvet" author Bagnold  59. Mojave-like
41. Actress, Basinger 60. "Why should ___ you?"
42. Panaji is it's capital 61. Barely
43. Pleated material 62. Loudness measure
48. Abolishes 63. __ negotiable
49. Silent approval 64. Compass reading
51. Descendants 65. Part of H.R.H.

54. Greek sandwiches answers on page 22
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Wash your hands and wipe your troubles away!
Our Tarkett floors are easy to clean too!

(O Tarkett

THE ULTIMATE FLOORING EXPERIENCE

— LINOLEUM CITY

CITY T ateam| over 66 years on Route 66
S pht LTH] L.A’s Largest
Selection of
Floor Covering

Linoleum ¢ Vinyl Tile » Fiber Floor ¢
Laminate Floors * Azrock VCT ¢ Rubber
Prices so low you’ll be floored!

We understand your needs and deliver promptly.
Professionally installed or Do-lt-Yourself!

4849 Santa Monica Blvd.* (323)469-0063 * www.linocity.com



https://www.linoleumcity.com
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