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Housing help coming Demolition begins on LACMA campus
to Beverly Hills?
n Museum says

n Assistance sought for city’s renters, landlords
BY CAMERON KISZLA
Last month, Beverly Hills – like
many cities, counties and the state –
enacted a rent moratorium and
freeze on rent increases for rent-stabilized apartments.
As part of the ordinance, renters
who are impacted by COVID-19
should notify their landlord in writing within seven days of the missed
rent payment date that they cannot

pay. Within 30 days, the tenant
needs to complete the city’s
COVID-19 form and include documentation proving the impact, and
the form will be sent to both the city
and the landlord. The form can be
found at beverlyhills.org/bhrent.
Beverly Hills Deputy Director of
Rent Stabilization Helen Morales
said so far, the city has received 14
See Commission page 19
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Beverly Hills contacted Elm Enterprises, which owns properties on North
Elm Drive, to ensure it complied with the city’s eviction moratorium.

construction continuing
on schedule

BY CAMERON KISZLA
Earlier this month, the Los
Angeles County Museum of Art
began demolition of four existing
buildings to make way for its new
singular building.
Demolition of the Leo S. Bing
Center is underway, and demolition of the Ahmanson, Art of the
Americas and Hammer buildings
“will be completed in parallel and
the work will take several
months,” the museum said in a
statement provided by spokeswoman Jessica Youn.
The new building, which was
designed by Swiss architect Peter
Zumthor, was unanimously
approved by the Los Angeles
County Board of Supervisors a
year ago and received the necessary permission from the Los
Angeles City Council to span
Wilshire Boulevard in December.
In an April 9 post on LACMA’s
blog Unframed, the museum said
it is working to keep neighbors
informed and respond to any con-
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The Leo S. Bing Center is being demolished on LACMA’s campus,
and three other buildings are soon to follow.

cerns while construction “is continuing on schedule.”
“All of the enabling activities
required in advance of construction were completed before the
coronavirus crisis unfolded,
allowing us to continue hazmat
abatement and internal demolition
and proceed with hard demolition
as planned,” the blog post said.
In its statement, the museum
pointed out that construction is

considered an essential activity by
the city and county, and “the county has strongly urged us to continue moving forward in our work in
the construction of our new building.”
“Clark Construction are currently practicing safety precaution
measures on the construction site
that are in accordance with city,
See Construction page 19

Hollywood community takes care of
COVID-19 testing site
seniors so they can stay ‘Safer at Home’ opens at Cedars-Sinai
n City Councilmen help

n WeHo officials,

neighborhood council in
delivery effort

residents praise L.A.
County operation

BY EDWIN FOLVEN

BY JOSE HERRERA

The
Central
Hollywood
Neighborhood Council is extending
a lifeline to seniors during the
COVID-19 emergency by delivering groceries and essentials to people 65 and older so they do not have
to leave their homes.
Organized approximately three
weeks ago by CHNC President
Elvina Beck, Vice President Ferris
Wehbe and Board Member Louis
Abramson, the group made deliveries to 280 people last week and
plans to reach 375 people this
week. The need continues to grow
exponentially, Wehbe said.
The CHNC has the help of its
membership, community members
and other volunteers, many from
the Los Angeles Conservation
Corps, who assemble food bags and
deliver them to seniors in need. The
neighborhood council has also
enlisted the help of Spencer
Hillman, creator of the KinderUS

The Los Angeles County
Department of Public Health is
working with local governments
to expand COVID-19 testing,
and as of Monday, April 13, West
Hollywood residents have a

newly established mobile drivethru testing site located at 8730
Alden Dr., near Cedars-Sinai
Medical Center.
The site is being managed and
operated by L.A. County and
Cedars-Sinai medical personnel.
According to a statement provided by Cedars-Sinai spokeswoman Melissa Vizcarra, the testing clinic is available by appointSee Testing page 18
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Los Angeles City Councilman Mitch O’Farrell joined volunteers on April
9 to help organize food and groceries for delivery to seniors.

app, which has helped the CHNC
coordinate deliveries. The group
has been operating at the
Hollywood
Schoolhouse
on
McCadden Place, and volunteers
come together on Thursdays and
Fridays to organize for delivery to
Hollywood’s seniors in need. Los
Angeles City Councilman Mitch

O’Farrell, 13th District, joined volunteers at the Hollywood
Schoolhouse on April 9 and helped
assemble bags with fresh produce
and vegetables. Councilman David
Ryu, 4th District, helped the CHNC
link with the Los Angeles Regional
See Russian page 18
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Cedars-Sinai Medical Center now offers COVID-19 testing by
appointment.
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WeHo closes parks to limit spread of COVID-19 Study encourages researchers
about potential COVID-19 drug

The city of West Hollywood
closed all parks, including dog
parks, after City Manager and
Director of Emergency Services
Paul Arevalo issued an emergency
executive order on April 9 due to a
lack of social distancing at the
facilities.
Arevalo also implemented emergency measures to prevent the
spread of COVID-19 at construction
sites, mandating that workers follow
additional requirements for hygiene,
sanitization, signage and face covering. The emergency executive order
was issued in response to numerous
public complaints and city staff-witnessed failures to socially distance at
parks and construction sites, in contradiction to federal, state, county
and city directives to physically distance, not gather in groups and stay
home except for conducting essential tasks.
“Failure to abide by public health
directives is unsafe and dangerous in
this unprecedented time of a worldwide health pandemic,” West
Hollywood Mayor John D’Amico
said. “Health authorities warn that
this week and the following week
are expected to be critical weeks in
terms of controlling spread of the
virus. While construction is identified as an essential activity, the work
must be done in a safe manner that is
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All dog parks are closed, including the facilities at West Hollywood Park.

consistent with public health directives and guidance. Face coverings
are deemed an appropriate method
to protect others from the spread of
the virus, as carriers of the virus may
show no symptoms and [face coverings] should be worn at construction
sites where people may be in close

Councilmen Ryu and Blumenfield
support COVID-19 response study
Los Angeles Councilmen David
Ryu, 4th District, and Bob
Blumenfield, 3rd District, recently
urged support for the UCLA
COVID-19 Rapid Response
Initiative led by Dr. Anne Rimoin,
professor of epidemiology at the
UCLA Fielding School of Public
Health. The study, which will center on health care workers, will provide information about how many
infections occur without symptoms
and the different types of immune
responses.
“We know that the best way to
bend the curve and beat this virus is
through testing and identification,
not just in who has it, but how
coronavirus spreads,” Ryu said.
“Dr. Rimoin’s groundbreaking
work gave us new understanding
about the Ebola virus, and now her
work with UCLA’s COVID-19
Rapid Response Initiative can give
us crucial information about this
virus and how to beat it.”
The initiative involves monthly
testing of frontline health care
workers and first responders who
are more likely to be exposed to the
virus. The research will yield information regarding workers who are
immune and may return to work
and those who need to isolate to
avoid infecting others. It will also
develop procedures to better understand previous exposures, provide
estimates for numbers of infection,
capture information on asymptomatic infection and assess mental
health outcomes.
“Our UCLA COVID-19 Rapid
Response Initiative combines leading-edge research on COVID-19
with critical screenings for frontline health care workers and first
responders in Los Angeles,”
Rimoin said. “The research arm of
this study will provide critical data
on asymptomatic infection, reinfection and durability of immune
response that can influence policy
and provide critical data to protect
our frontline health workforce in

real time. The service arm of this
initiative will provide vital assistance to our most precious health
resources by regularly screening
them for COVID-19.”
Rimoin oversees a team of
physician scientists, epidemiologists, infectious disease clinicians,
virologists, immunologists and biostatisticians participating in the initiative. For information, visit
ph.ucla.edu/epi/faculty/rimoin/covi
d_19_rapid_response.html.

proximity to one another. We are all
in this together and must do our part
to protect ourselves and others during this time.”
West Hollywood City Hall is
closed to the public and has suspended all in-person transactions.
All public city buildings, playgrounds and facilities are also
closed. City Hall remains accessible
for business and essential services,
and transactions can be conducted
by calling (323)848-6400, or visit
weho.org.

In a small group of patients
hospitalized with severe complications of COVID-19 and treated
with the experimental antiviral
drug
remdesivir,
clinical
improvement was observed in
68% of patients treated, according to an analysis co-authored by
Dr. Jonathan Grein, director of
hospital epidemiology at CedarsSinai Medical Center.
The results were from a study
conducted among patients who
received the drug by March 7 in
the United States, Europe,
Canada and Japan, and were published at the same time CedarsSinai is continuing to analyze
remdesivir as a therapeutic
option for patients as part of an
international clinical study sponsored by the National Institutes
of Health.
The experimental therapy was
given to patients through a compassionate use program that
allows providers access to treatments not yet approved by the
Food and Drug Administration
when a patient has a life-threatening condition and no other
options are available. The analysis, published online on April 13
by the New England Journal of
Medicine, evaluated data from
53 patients who received at least
one dose of remdesivir by March
7. The effort was led by Gilead
Sciences, the pharmaceutical
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company that makes the experimental drug.
The study showed that 68% of
patients treated with remdesivir
demonstrated an improvement in
the level of oxygen support they
needed over a median follow up
of 18 days from the first dose of
the drug. Of the 34 patients who
had been intubated and required
support from mechanical ventilators, 57% had their breathing
tubes taken out. Also, 47% of all
patients were discharged from
the hospital following treatment
with remdesivir.
“Currently, there is no proven
treatment for COVID-19. We
cannot draw definitive conclusions from these data, but the
observations from this group of
hospitalized
patients
who
received remdesivir are hopeful,”
said Grein, who also leads the
Special Pathogens Response
Team at Cedars-Sinai. “We look
forward to the results of controlled clinical trials to potentially validate these findings.”
Compassionate use programs
are less stringent than randomized controlled studies like the
one in which Cedars-Sinai is currently involved, which compares
patients who are receiving the
experimental treatment to
patients receiving the standard
treatment. For information, visit
cedars-sinai.org.
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BHHS oil well plugging nearing completion
n Beverly Hills City

Council allocates what
should be final payment
BY CAMERON KISZLA
As part of its consent calendar on
March 31, the Beverly Hills City
Council unanimously approved
what is expected to be the final allocation of funds for plugging 19 oil
wells on the Beverly Hills High
School campus.
To date, 16 wells have been
capped and are now abandoned, and
work continues on the 17th well.
The city hopes to finish the entire
project by October, according to
Beverly Hills Director of Public
Works Shana Epstein.
The city’s March payment – $7
million from the general fund – will
be reimbursed by the Beverly Hills
Unified School District, as the city
reached its maximum $11 million
contribution months ago, Epstein
said. The rest of the funds for the
project, which city staff estimated to
be approximately $37.8 million,
will be the responsibility of the
school district. The school district
did not make a representative available for an interview or provide a
comment before press deadline.
The issue arose in 2017, when oil
company Venoco filed for bankruptcy in the U.S. Bankruptcy Court
for the District of Delaware, and
Judge Kevin Gross allowed the
company to leave the wells without
decommissioning them in accordance with local and state laws.
“This is an instance in which,
because the operator of the well

photo by R Schorbach/courtesy of the American Red Cross Los Angeles Region

LAUSD Superintendent Austin Beutner and Jarrett Barrios, CEO for
Red Cross Los Angeles Region, helped distribute meals on March 18.

Red Cross, LAUSD hand
out millions of meals
photo by Edwin Folven

Beverly Hills city officials hope all of the oil wells at Beverly Hills High
School will be capped later this year.

declared bankruptcy and there
weren’t sufficient funds in the
account of the bankrupt party to pay
for it, the city and school district
had to step in to make sure things
were safe for the city. It’s a lot of
money to bear, but we had to do it
because it’s a safety issue,” Vice
Mayor Robert Wunderlich said.
The original estimate for plugging the 19 wells was about $8 million total, Epstein said, though that
cost has risen as work has been conducted.
“When you go and start plugging
a well, you never know what you’re
going to find,” Epstein said. “It’s

thousands and thousands of feet
deep. You have to remove as much
[mud and debris] as possible before
you start plugging it. That’s what
adds to the cost, what you find and
how easy it is to either remove it or
grind it down.”
Vice Mayor Robert Wunderlich
said he and the city will both be
happy when the years-long project
concludes.
“At this point, we have encountered difficulties more than once
with one or more of the wells, so I
don’t think it’s necessarily a given
See School page 18

The American Red Cross Los
Angeles Region announced on
April 9 that after three weeks of
partnership with Los Angeles
Unified School District, more
than 5.7 million meals have been
provided to students and families
at the more than 60 Grab & Go
Food Centers across the district.
This is more meals than the 4.5
million meals and snacks the
Red Cross and partners distributed during Hurricane Harvey,
one of the worst flooding disasters in U.S. history.
Throughout the past three
weeks, more than 570 Red Cross
volunteers and partners have
reported to the Grab & Go sites
to hand out meals to thousands
of families.

In addition, Red Cross
AmeriCorps members have been
able to educate more than 20,950
individuals about preparedness
education while they pick up food
at the Grab & Go Food Centers.
“Hundreds of Angelenos have
stepped up to help by volunteering, donating blood and supporting us so that we continue our
lifesaving work in new and creative ways. The partnership with
Los Angeles Unified is special to
this area, and we are honored to
be part of a mission that supports
the community around us and
prevents food insecurities,” said
Jarrett Barrios, CEO for Red
Cross Los Angeles Region.
For information, visit redcross.org/la-covid.
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Fire erupts in home
converted into business

photo by Edwin Folven

Firefighters extinguished a blaze on April 9 in a building on
Melrose Avenue in which flames spread into the walls and a densely
packed attic. The fire at 5747 Melrose Ave. was reported at approximately 1:45 p.m. The two-story Craftsman-style home built in 1915
had been converted into a first-floor commercial plumbing supply
business and second-floor office space, according to Los Angeles Fire
Department spokesman Brian Humphrey. The fire was extinguished
in 19 minutes and no injuries were reported. It was unclear if the
building was occupied when the fire started and the cause remains
under investigation.

Police in Hollywood seek victims
of alleged identity theft suspect
By edwin folven
Hollywood Division detectives
arrested an alleged serial identity
theft suspect on April 9 and are
seeking additional victims.
The suspect, Raj Weaver-Bey, of
Arleta, was taken into custody and
booked for identity theft and grand
theft, but released immediately
pending a court hearing in July
because of rules in place during the
COVID-19 health emergency,
police said. Detectives have identified two victims and believe there
are more.
A female victim who formerly
lived in Hollywood reported the
theft of her ATM card in February,
said Detective Patrick Aluotto, with
the Hollywood Division. The victim had been in a short dating relationship with the suspect and
allegedly discovered her ATM card
missing on the day the relationship
ended. The suspect allegedly used
the card to purchase laptop computers and money orders without the
victim’s permission.
Police investigated and an arrest
warrant was issued for WeaverBey. When he was taken into custody, officers allegedly found ATM
cards belonging to two other people
in his possession, as well as fake

checks.
When
they served a
search warrant at
his residence, officers found three
additional cards
that were allegedWeaver-Bey
ly stolen.
“It appears he
engages in short-term relationships
with women and steals their ATM
or credit card and uses them,”
Aluotto said. “He has a previous
conviction for a similar crime in
Santa Barbara.”
Detectives are in the process of
contacting the people whose cards
they found and have located two
additional victims, Aluotto added.
One is a man from Palos Verdes
whose ATM card went missing and
the other is a woman who lost her
card and later had fraudulent
checks deposited in her account
and the money withdrawn, causing
a negative balance. Neither had any
association with Weaver-Bey and it
is not specifically known how he
obtained those cards.
Investigators encourage anyone
who believes they are a victim to
call detectives at (213)972-2929, or
email 36402@lapd.online. During
weekends and off-hours, call the
LAPD’s hotline at (877)LAPD247.

LASD warns about scams during
COVID-19 health emergency
The Los Angeles County
Sheriff’s Department and the FBI
is warning about an increase in
online scams and hacking attempts
related to the COVID-19 emergency
The sheriff’s department’s Fraud
and Cyber Crimes Bureau,
Emerging Cyber Trends Team has
seen an increase in fake emails,
texts and phishing scams related to
the emergency. Criminals use fake
emails and texts to get people to
share personal information such as

account numbers, Social Security
numbers, login IDs and passwords.
The public is instructed to not click
on unknown links, either from a
cell phone or computer, and instead
visit websites by typing in URLs.
Additional tips include keeping
software up to date and by using
security software. Accounts should
have multi-factor authentication
and data should be regularly
backed up.
For information, visit lasd.org
and fbi.gov.

Man faces murder charge for shooting at mall
By edwin folven
A 29-year-old male suspect was
returned to Los Angeles from
Baltimore on April 10 to face a murder charge in connection with a
homicide in January outside the
Westfield Century City Mall.
The defendant, Brandon Hinton,
was arrested on March 16 in
Baltimore, where he fled shortly
after allegedly killing a man after an
argument at the mall, said Lt. John
Radtke, with the Los Angeles Police
Department’s
West
Bureau
Homicide Unit. Hinton once lived
in Baltimore before moving to Los
Angeles and was attempting to hide
there, Radtke said.
Investigators used security video
and other undisclosed evidence to
tie Hinton to the crime. Detectives
from the LAPD worked with an FBI
Fugitive Task Force in Baltimore to
apprehend Hinton. He had been
awaiting extradition before being
returned to Los Angeles last Friday.
The homicide occurred on Jan. 20
after an argument occurred between
two groups of women at Javier’s
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A shooting occurred after an argument between two groups started in a
restaurant in the Westfield Century City Mall and continued outside.

restaurant at the mall. The situation
escalated when they left the restaurant and men who were with the
women became involved in an
argument with each other, police
said.
The two groups separated but
came together again at a valet station outside the mall, where a fight
occurred. One of the men pulled out

a gun and shot the male victim,
identified as Ryan Givens, 29.
Radtke said a specific motive has
not been established, but it may
have been gang related. Police have
recovered a gun believed to have
been used in the crime, he added.
Hinton is being held in custody
on $4 million bail pending a court
hearing on April 23.

Feuer targets non-essential businesses staying open
Los Angeles City Attorney Mike
Feuer announced criminal filings
on April 14 against 10 non-essential businesses for allegedly operating after they were warned to close.
The filings follow four additional
cases Feuer’s office filed against
businesses earlier this month
“The mayor’s ‘Safer at Home’
order is working,” Feuer said. “But
all non-essential businesses need to
comply, without exception. The
sooner we achieve maximum compliance, from businesses and residents alike, the sooner all
Angelenos can get back to work

and resume our normal routines.”
The businesses that face charges
include My Smoke Shop at 22876
W. Ventura Blvd., Studio City
Smoke Shop at 11046 Ventura
Blvd., Lincoln Tobacco at 608
Lincoln Blvd., Mike’s Smoke Shop
at 12038 Burbank Blvd. and Drip N
Vape at 23706 Victory Blvd.
Also charged were Bellagio
Express Car Wash at 6344
Sepulveda Blvd., Spa Castle
Massage at 19644 Sherman Way,
Henney’s Printing at 4166 Verdugo
Road, Vantage Green Professional
Auto Detailing at 2700 N. Eastern

Ave. and Discount Beauty Supply
at 8600 South Hoover.
The four earlier cases were filed
against
Business
Discount
Electronics at 556 S. Broadway,
Hot Box Smoke Shop at 9115 S.
Western Ave., DTLA Smoke Shop
at 223 1/2 W. Sixth St.; and Brother
Shoes, 818 W. Slauson, Unit B.
The City Attorney’s Office’s
Consumer Protection Team is seeking information from people who
may have been victims of scams.
To report scams or price gouging,
call (213)978-8700, or visit lacityattorney.org/covid19.
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New lawsuit against BHPD claims retaliation
n Sergeant alleges he

was placed on leave
after harassment suit
settled
BY EDWIN FOLVEN
On March 30, a Beverly Hills
Police Department sergeant sued
the city and Chief Sandra Spagnoli
for the second time.
The lawsuit by Sgt. Scott Dibble
claims the police department unfairly placed him on leave at the beginning of 2020 until recently reinstating him, causing the loss of “economic” and “non-economic” benefits, emotional distress, loss of reputation and other damages.
Attorney Bradley Gage, who represented Dibble and two other
BHPD officers and employees in
the previous lawsuit, which was settled last August for $975,000,

claims the city placed Dibble on
leave from January to April as retaliation for the previous lawsuit. He
filed the new civil complaint in Los
Angeles Superior Court, however
proceedings are pending because of
court closures caused by the ongoing public health emergency.
The city placed Dibble on leave
with pay while a medical analysis
requested by Dibble was conducted
after he initiated a workers compensation claim following an on-duty
motorcycle accident in 2018.
Questions by the city arose after
Dibble’s medical examiner allegedly
determined Dibble had trouble lifting weights of more than 25 pounds.
“This situation is all of Sgt.
Dibble’s making, but not uncommon in the workers compensation
context,” Beverly Hills City
Attorney Laurence Wiener said in a
statement. “He was working without restrictions after his 2018

Notable quotes
“Reading things that are weird is good.”
Michael Villalpando, circa 2002

In honor of Michael Villalpando’s 65th birthday on April 18, we are
saluting him with this week’s Notable Quotes.
When our daughters were young, he would implore them to read
“anything and everything,” especially “things that are weird.” This
mantra encouraged them to open their minds to opinions and ideas different of their own. Thank you for helping to educate our girls. Happy
Birthday, Michael, and dad, with love from your family.

Beverly Hills leaders highlight
help for small businesses
In response to the COVID-19
pandemic, the Beverly Hills
Chamber of Commerce and
Mayor Lester Friedman are
directing small businesses to
assistance programs.
“We know these are trying
times for our community and far
beyond … We see the challenges
ahead and want to be sure that
you know we have your back.
We will bring you connections
and guidance on how to deal
with the impact COVID-19 has
had and will have on your business,” said Todd Johnson, president and CEO of the Beverly
Hills Chamber of Commerce, in
a message published on
YouTube.
Friedman urged Beverly Hills
residents to support local small
businesses “in any way they
can,” such as by purchasing gift
cards, ordering delivery or shopping at local businesses online.
“That’s what being part of our
community is all about, and that
is how we can get through this,”
Friedman said.
Beverly Hills businesses who
have been impacted by the coronavirus pandemic are encouraged
to apply for the Small Business
Recovery Loan Program, which
was created by the Los Angeles
County Board of Supervisors and
is administered by the Los
Angeles County Development
Authority.
The Small Business Recovery
Loan Program provides easy-toaccess, timely and sufficient
financial relief to small businesses that are most impacted by an

acute downturn in revenue
caused by an unforeseen emergency outside their immediate
control.
This program will ensure businesses can keep their employees
and businesses afloat during this
time of economic hardship and
prevent a chain reaction of
reduced spending, inability to
pay bills, job losses or even closure.
The loans will be made available through the county’s existing Economic Development
Administration Loan fund as the
primary source of funding. Any
for-profit business with 25 or
fewer employees located within
unincorporated Los Angeles
County or a city participating in
the
county’s
Community
Development Block Grant
Program is eligible. Loan proceeds may be used for working
capital, including payroll or rent.
The maximum loan amount is
$20,000 with a term of five years,
and the minimum interest rate is
authorized by the EDA or Wall
Street Journal Prime rate,
whichever is lower. Principal and
interest will be deferred up to 12
months.
Loans may be prepaid, in part
or in whole, at any time without
penalty. There is no loan origination fee, and no collateral is needed to secure the loan.
For information, visit bizrecoveryloans.lacda.org
and
dcba.lacounty.gov, or contact
Carolina Romo, supervisor at
LACDA, at (626)296-6298 or
bizrecovery@lacda.org.

motorcycle accident and was even
promoted to sergeant during that
time. Then he requested an opinion
from a qualified medical examiner
in order to obtain a partial permanent disability award. The qualified
medical examiner issued an opinion
that he could not lift more than 25
pounds on a ‘repetitive basis.’ A
police officer’s gun belt normally
weighs approximately 20 to 30
pounds. Sgt. Dibble was then put on
leave, with pay, while we sorted out
what the doctor meant by ‘repetitive
basis.’ Sgt. Dibble has now returned
to work.”
Gage acknowledged Dibble had
been in a motorcycle accident
while on duty and recovered, and
the qualified medical examiner’s
photo by Edwin Folven
determination should not have been A new lawsuit alleges the Bevelry Hills Police Department retaliated
sufficient basis to place him on against a sergeant who settled a lawsuit against the city last year.
leave. Gage said it took threats of a
lawsuit to prompt the city to reinstate him. The qualified medical
examiner found he could not lift 25
pounds on a repetitive basis, but his
job does not require that, which the
city reinstating him confirms, Gage
said.
“He is there to protect and serve
As the city of Beverly Hills plan to feature Spring Art Show
the community and he should have
continues its proactive efforts to artists and their artworks in an
been returned to work, without
reduce the spread of novel coron- online “Artist of the Week” series
restrictions” Gage said. “After we
avirus and promote public health, this spring and summer and in
filed a lawsuit, now the city has
its Community Services Depart- artist interviews and video segbrought Sgt. Dibble back without
ment announced on April 14 that ments online and on BHTV.
restrictions.”
the Spring 2020 Art Show sched“As a way to stay connected to
Although Dibble is back on the
uled for May 16-17 in Beverly our community and its artists, a
job, Gage said the lawsuit seeks
Gardens Park has been canceled. Virtual Community Services
compensation to be determined for
“We know that our community website was developed at comdamages the sergeant experienced.
members and the thousands of munitylifebh.org where you can
He also said he wants to send a
visitors that attend the spring art find a multitude of online promessage that such actions by a
show highly anticipate its arrival, grams, resources and engaging
police department can result in
but [we] hope all will understand content under Arts & Culture and
penalties, in an effort to prevent
why we had to cancel it in light Artists Resources, among other
them from reoccurring with other
of the current situation,” said topics that will help you stay
employees.
Jenny Rogers, director of active and nourished physically,
“There have been 26 different
Community Services. “Ensuring mentally and spiritually at home,”
people who have brought claims
public safety and health of all is a Rogers said. “In addition, you can
against the city,” said Gage, who
top priority of the city.”
go to the Beverly Hills new Arts
has represented at least nine of the
Despite its cancellation, an & Culture website, beverlyhillemployees. “So far, there have
artist list and links to select sarts.org, for additional art-related
been millions of dollars in settleartists’ websites is available resources, upcoming online
ments.”
online at communitylifebh.org. events and information on local
Gage said Dibble has been with
This gives art enthusiasts access arts organizations and the city’s
the department since 2014 and forto the select artists and the ability excellent Fine Arts Collection.”
merly served with another law
to explore and purchase artwork.
For information, visit beverlyenforcement department.
Community Services staff also hills.org/novelcoronavirus.

Beverly Hills cancels this
year’s Spring Art Show

Bogie’s Liquor
WE ARE OPEN!
We are taking precautions and practicing
social distancing in our store.
We’re open from 10am - 2am
7 days a week!
Wine • Spirits • Champagne • Beer • Kegs
5753 Melrose Ave. Corner of Melrose & Vine
(323) 469-1414
www.bogiesliquor.com
Don’t Drink & Drive!
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Metro continues progress with subway work

photo courtesy of Metro

Former Santa Monica Mayor Pam O’Connor (left), Metro Board
Member Jacquelyn Dupont-Walker, contest winner Ruby
Santamaria, Beverly Hills City Councilman John Mirisch, contest
winner Hans Smallwood and Metro CEO Phil Washington came
together to celebrate winners in a previous naming contest for subway tunneling machines.

Metro seeks names and artwork
for subway tunneling machines
Metro is seeking submissions
in its newest contest to name tunnel boring machines that will
excavate the Purple Line
Extension subway project.
The names will be given to the
last two tunnel boring machines
that will dig the third phase of the
project from the VA Hospital
Campus in West Los Angeles to
Westwood/UCLA. They will join
Elsie and Soyeon, which are creating the tunnels in the first section of the project, and Harriet
and Ruth, which will excavate
the second section.
The tunnel boring machines
will be a critical component in
completing the Purple Line
Extension before the L.A.
Olympics in 2028. Traditionally,
TBMs are given names as a sym-

bol of good luck. Historically,
tunnel workers sought protection
from Saint Barbara, the patron
saint for military engineers, miners and others who work underground.
Metro is also seeking submissions for artwork that will adorn
the machines and is representative of the local community they
will be tunneling under.
The contest is divided into two
categories. The naming contest is
open to U.S. veterans and UCLA
affiliates, with each naming one
of the two TBMs. The art contest
is open to all Los Angeles county
residents. Winners will receive
recognition and prizes. For information,
visit
metro.net/projects/purple-lineextension-tbm.

Public-private partnership created
for more small business loans
The Los Angeles County Board
of Supervisors approved a motion
on April 14 authored by Supervisor
Mark Ridley-Thomas, 2nd District,
to create the Los Angeles County
COVID-19
Small
Business
Assistance Program and COVID19 Relief Fund, a public-private
partnership that will provide critical funding for hundreds of small
businesses and nonprofits impacted
by the pandemic.
“Our small businesses and nonprofits are economically and culturally interwoven in the fabric that
makes up Los Angeles County,”
Mark Ridley-Thomas said. “I am
proud of Goldman Sachs, Wells
Fargo Foundation, Citi and our
other private sector partners for
joining with the county of Los
Angeles to bring needed resources
to our businesses who are suffering
great losses as we cope with this
unprecedented pandemic.”
The county will provide an initial $12 million for the relief fund.
Private sector partner Goldman
Sachs Group has committed $15
million, Wells Fargo Foundation
will contribute $1 million, Citi
Community Development will provide $100,000 and Union Bank
Foundation will allocate $25,000.
The county’s partnership with
Goldman Sachs Group will open a
new channel for up to $15 million
of additional Paycheck Protection

Program loans targeting microenterprises and nonprofits through
Goldman Sachs’ institution partner,
Community Reinvestment Fund,
USA. CRF plans to target businesses and nonprofits who might otherwise not have access to the PPP
program in traditional banking
relationships.
“Ensuring all businesses have
access to these resources is of paramount importance,” RidleyThomas added while emphasizing
the importance of equity and inclusivity as resources are made available to local businesses. “We know
from history and intuitively that the
best-resourced businesses are often
first in line for available relief.”
Additional support from Citi will
provide $100,000 to the Los
Angeles Area Chamber of
Commerce to provide technical
assistance and outreach for businesses.
The county’s Department of
Consumer and Business Affairs
opened an online portal on April 15
for businesses to submit inquiries
about the programs. All eligible
business owners and nonprofits
who have been unable to apply for
a Paycheck Protection Program
loan through a bank or other financial institutions are encouraged to
submit an inquiry. For information,
call (833)238-4450, or visit lacountyhelpcenter.org.

Work continues on the Purple
Line Extension subway project and
construction has increased in
Beverly Hills, where Wilshire
Boulevard is closed between El
Camino and Crescent drives for piling
around
the
future
Wilshire/Rodeo station.
On April 13, Metro extended the
closure area on Wilshire Boulevard
a block west from Beverly Drive to
El Camino Drive. The full closure
will be in effect for one to three
months to enable additional equipment to be used for piling. The
Beverly Hills City Council
approved the full closure during the
COVID-19 public health emergency to expedite the completion of
piling and decking on the south side
of Wilshire Boulevard. The street
can be reconfigured and reopened if
requested by the city.
Construction work hours are 8
a.m. to 9 p.m. for drilling, and 9 to
11 p.m. for non-drilling activities.
Hours may be adjusted for decking,
which involves creating a street surface over the subway station box.
Decking is anticipated to begin in
May. South Canon and Reeves drives will remain closed at Wilshire
Boulevard for the duration of the
road closure. Metro buses on the
720/20 lines have been detoured to
Burton Way and Santa Monica and
Robertson boulevards.
Station construction, material
deliveries and instrumentation are
ongoing at Wilshire/La Cienega.
Work hours are Monday through
Saturday, 4 a.m. to 6 p.m. Gale
Drive will be intermittently closed
at Wilshire Boulevard to support
construction in the Gale staging
yard. Access to Gale Drive will be
maintained from San Vicente
Boulevard. The closure is a public
safety measure due to high volumes
of vehicles entering and exiting the
property.
Utility and tunnel investigation
continues near Wilshire/Crescent
Heights and Wilshire/La Jolla during off-peak hours from 9 a.m. to
3:30 p.m., and 8 p.m. to 6 a.m.,
weekdays, and 7 a.m. to 11 p.m.,
weekends. One-and two-lane closures may be necessary along
Wilshire Boulevard between San
Diego Way and San Vicente
Boulevard. Street restoration will
also occur in that area during offpeak hours from 9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
and 8 p.m. to 6 a.m., weekdays, and
7 a.m. to 11 p.m., weekends.
Near Wilshire/Fairfax, subway
station construction, hauling and
concrete pouring are ongoing.
Ogden Drive will be closed intermittently at Wilshire Boulevard,
Monday through Saturday. Orange
Grove Avenue continues to be
closed south of Wilshire Boulevard
through June. The south sidewalk
along Wilshire Boulevard between
Orange Grove Avenue and Ogden
Drive will remain closed for one
year.

photo by Edwin Folven

The full closure of Wilshire Boulevard in Beverly Hills was extended a
block west to El Camino Drive on April 13. Expedited piling work is occurring within the closure area.

Tunneling support, hauling and
deliveries are ongoing near
Wilshire/La Brea and a work zone
in the center of Wilshire Boulevard
just east of Sycamore Avenue.
Work hours are 6 a.m. to 4 p.m. and
7 p.m. to 2 a.m., Monday through
Saturday. Intermittent lane closures
may be necessary between
Highland Avenue and Detroit Street
for construction support.
Sycamore Avenue will be closed
north of Wilshire Boulevard from 7
a.m. to 3 p.m., Monday through
Friday. Westbound Wilshire
Boulevard may be intermittently
reduced to a single lane between
Mansfield and Sycamore Avenues
from 7 a.m. to 3 p.m., Monday
through Friday.
A work zone in the center of
Wilshire Boulevard just west of
Rimpau Boulevard will remain in
place through September. Wilshire
Boulevard has been reduced to two
lanes in each direction between
June Street and Muirfield Road.
Concrete and material deliveries
are anticipated to continue.
Tunneling support and street
maintenance are also ongoing near
Wilshire/Western. Work is occurring 24 hours at a staging yard just
west of the intersection of Wilshire
Boulevard and Western Avenue.
Northbound Manhattan Place will
be closed intermittently just north
of Wilshire Boulevard, Monday
through Friday, 7 a.m. to 11 p.m.,
and Saturday and Sunday, 8 a.m. to
11 p.m. Intermittent single-lane closures may also occur on Wilshire
Boulevard between Western
Avenue and Manhattan Place.
Southbound Oxford Avenue will be
reduced to a single lane through
May 1, from 7 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.,
and 9 p.m. to 6 a.m.
Metro will hold a webinar on
Wednesday, May 6, from noon to 1
p.m. with information and updates
on construction. The webinar will
serve as the regular monthly meeting usually held at Beverly Hills
City Hall. To participate, call

(872)240-3412, and use the access
code 155-342-909.
For questions and concerns, call
the 24-hour project hotline at
(213)922-6934, email the project
team at purplelineext@metro.net,
or visit metro.net.

LADWP assists customers with bills
The Los Angeles Department of
Water and Power is taking steps to
protect the health and safety of customers, employees and contractors.
All LADWP Customer Service
Centers are closed to the public to
prevent unnecessary contact.
Customers may continue paying
their bills by calling (877)MYPAYDWP and visiting ladwp.com, and
can drop off payment with their bill
stub at any LADWP Customer
Service Center. Cash payments are
allowed at drop boxes. A receipt

will be mailed to the customer for
cash payments. Checks and money
orders can also be mailed with a
bill stub to LADWP Payments,
P.O. Box 30808, Los Angeles, CA,
90030-0808.
If customers are experiencing a
financial hardship and need help
making payments, flexible payment plans are available.
Residents should pay utility bills
if they are able. LADWP will not
shut off service for non-payment.
For information, visit ladwp.com.

KRAMER + DRESBEN
Stephen W. Kramer
5858 Wilshire Blvd.,
Suite 205
Los Angeles, CA 90036
(323)964-7100
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Beverly Hills to lease Log Cabin to WeHo
n WeHo sublease to

West Hollywood
Recovery Center
BY JOSE HERRERA
On March 31, the Beverly Hills
City Council voted 4-1 to approve a
commercial lease agreement and
conditional option to purchase
between the city of Beverly Hills as
lessor and the city of West
Hollywood as lessee for the property located 617-621 N. Robertson
Blvd., also known as the Log
Cabin.
“We are pleased to have reached
an agreement with our neighbors in
West Hollywood to allow the crucial services at the Log Cabin to
continue,” Beverly Hills Mayor
Lester Friedman said.
Though the 15,000-square-foot
Log Cabin property is within the
city of West Hollywood, it is owned
by the city of Beverly Hills. West
Hollywood already leases its
11,000-square-foot parking lot for
use as public parking, and the lease
is set to expire on Dec. 31, 2021.
The remainder of the property is
the 3,600 square foot, single-story
Log Cabin.
West Hollywood plans to lease
the Log Cabin for six months and
intends to sublease the premises to
the West Hollywood Recovery
Center, which will continue to provide addiction recovery services at
the site.
“We are thrilled to be able to
secure this space to safeguard vital
recovery services. Tens of thousands of people have been helped
by the 12-step meetings offered at
the Log Cabin, and with the addition of the West Hollywood
Recovery Center as the lead nonprofit, we can count on another four
decades of meetings and community recovery,” West Hollywood
Mayor John D’Amico said.
The WHRC’s six-month lease
began on April 1, though the city of
West Hollywood can extend it for
up to another year on a month-tomonth basis, according to a report
from Beverly Hills city staff. As
part of the lease, the Log Cabin can
only be used for addiction recovery
and related services.
The lease-to-purchase agreement
is set for a six-month period at an
annual base rent of $1 with an
option to purchase for $5.7 million,
if the city of West Hollywood
chooses to do so.
It also directs the city of West
Hollywood to provide additional
compensation of 50% to the city of
Beverly Hills of the property’s fairmarket value as determined by an
independent third-party appraiser, if
at any point in the future, West
Hollywood decides to redevelop the
property or cease using the Log
Cabin primarily for addiction
recovery services.
Previously, the West Hollywood
Lions Club managed the property
for 84 years, and since the early
1940s has organized numerous 12step recovery meetings. But in early
January, the city of Beverly Hills
sent out a letter to the Lions Club
asking them to vacate the property.
Beverly Hills had conducted an
audit of the property and discovered
the Lions Club’s lease had expired
in 1977. In addition, a contractor
visited the property and found portions of the building in poor condition, according to the letter.
Friedman added that the city of
Beverly Hills appreciates the work
of the Lions Club over many years
to support community organiza-

tions and provide valuable meeting
space.
However, the Lions Club was not
considered as a potential candidate
to lease the Log Cabin, according to
Lions Club President Gyula
Kangiszer.
“We are heartbroken that West
Hollywood would want to sublease
the cabin to the West Hollywood
Recovery Center instead of us,
although we have managed it for 84
years,” Lions Club President Gyula
Kangiszer said. “We don’t have a
political or financial agenda and
would preserve the cabin [from
redevelopment] for generations to
come.”
The Lions Club made an effort to
persuade the city of Beverly Hills to
reinstate its lease or create a new
one and made its own offer of $8
million to the city of Beverly Hills,
to no avail.
According to Kangiszer, the city
of Beverly Hills didn’t respond to
his offer and was more focused on
finalizing an agreement with the
city of West Hollywood. He added
there has been little communication
between the cities and the Lions
Club about the Log Cabin.

“It seems that they didn’t care,”
Kangiszer said. “They choose West
Hollywood and I am disappointed
in the whole process. In my experience there should have been a public procurement of the property.”
Keith Sterling, spokesman for the
city of Beverly Hills, confirmed the
city received the offer of $8 million
for the Log Cabin from the Lions
Club, and said the city declined it.
“We believe the agreement
reached with West Hollywood preserves the site’s current uses and is
in the best interest of all parties
moving forward,” Sterling wrote in
an email.
In light of the agreement between
Beverly Hills and West Hollywood,
the Lions Club had to vacate the
facility by April 1. And as of now,
amid the coronavirus pandemic the
building is closed and West
Hollywood awaits for orders from
Gov. Gavin Newsom and the Los
Angeles County Department of
Public Health before it will reopen.
David Van der Velde, president of
the board of the West Hollywood
Recovery Center, said the center
will manage the property and continue to use it for recovery services,

photo by Edwin Folven

The Log Cabin, located at 621 N. Robertson Blvd., is home to numerous
12-step recovery programs and meetings.

but he did not comment on any
future plans.
In the meantime, the recovery
center continues to serve its members online through Zoom sessions,
according to West Hollywood City
Councilman John Duran, who participates in recovery meetings.
He also added that the coronavirus pandemic will have effects
on future recovery meetings as
these groups will have to adjust and

adapt to proper social distancing
procedures and limit the amount of
people
attending
meetings.
Ultimately, the Log Cabin will
stand and continue to serve the
community.
“It’s one of those addresses that
has been identified with recovery,”
Duran said. “The Log Cabin has
been about recovery. A place where
countless people have gone to live
more prosperous lives.”
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L.A. Surge hospital accepts COVID-19 patients Safety requirements extended
for essential businesses
The Los Angeles Surge Hospital,
a new COVID-19 treatment center
in the former St. Vincent Medical
Center facility at 201 S. Alvarado
St., began accepting COVID-19
transfer patients from other hospitals
in the region on Monday, April 13.
The facility will increase capacity
in phases with a maximum capacity
of 266 beds. The state of California
is leasing the medical center to
expand its health care delivery system to prepare for a potential surge
in COVID-19 cases.
“California continues to prepare
our health care delivery system for a
potential surge in COVID-19
patients. I am grateful that the
County of Los Angeles, Dignity
Health and Kaiser Permanente have
joined us in this effort,” Gov. Gavin
Newsom said.
Dignity Health and Kaiser
Permanente will manage and operate the site on behalf of the state,
which they recently leased the property from its previous owners Verity
Health System after the company
filed for bankruptcy in January.
“I was saddened when St. Vincent
Medical Center closed back in
January. For decades it provided
critical, lifesaving services for people in Los Angeles and we feel its
loss. I am thankful it is reopening to
help COVID-19 patients recover
and I have been assured that this
poses no risks to the surrounding
community,” said City Councilman
Mitch O’Farrell, 13th District, who
represents the Westlake neighborhood where the hospital is located.
The facility will operate as a dedicated referral hospital and will not
have an emergency room or be
equipped to accept walk-in patients.
Los Angeles County’s Department
of Health Services will play a critical role in coordinating intake and
transfer requests from hospitals
across the county.
The state of California will fund
the hospital and its operations, and
will be responsible for obtaining all
federal and state permits, licenses
and waivers to operate. The state
government is also responsible for
procuring critical equipment and
supplies, such as personal protective
equipment and ventilators.

photo courtesy of Los Angeles County’s Office of Emergency Management

Personnel at the Los Angeles Surge Hospital, located on the campus of
St. Vincent Medical Center, have begun accepting COVID-19 patients.

Los Angeles Surge Hospital will
open in phases, ramping up to
accept more patients as physicians
and staff are hired and supplies and
equipment secured for treatment.
“The opening of this COVID-19
treatment facility speaks to the
power of partnership at a critical
moment, united in our shared mission of service to our communities as
we confront this pandemic,” said Dr.
Christina Ghaly, director for the Los
Angeles County Department of
Health Services. “We are grateful for
this vision and support of the state of
California, and the ingenuity and
commitment of Kaiser Permanente
and Dignity Health to open this medical facility at lighting speed, bolstering the resilience of our county’s
health care system and our ability to
meet the medical needs of those
impacted by this terrible virus.”
After the COVID-19 crisis is
over, the future of the Surge
Hospital is uncertain, and O’Farrell
said he would like to see it eventually transition into a facility to treat
people experiencing homelessness
with addiction and mental health
issues.
“This is essential to truly meet the
needs of the underserved in the local
community,”
O’Farrell
said.
“Regardless, this will be a wonderful opportunity to rehire many of the
exceptional health care professionals and dedicated hospital staff, sev-

LAFD uses telemedicine to
evaluate urgency among calls
The Los Angeles City Fire
Department recently launched a new
telemedicine program at its emergency dispatch center using specially-trained physicians, nurse practitioners and physician assistants to
screen potential COVID-19 patients
and other individuals calling 911
with non-life-threatening issues.
The new LAFD Telemedicine
Program has been in development
and its launch was accelerated by the
ongoing COVID-19 pandemic.
LTP will enhance patient care and
decrease the dispatching of ambulances to low-acuity patients who
can safely self-monitor and treat
themselves at home. It also decreases the exposure of firefighters and
paramedics to potential COVID-19
patients. The LTP enables highlytrained healthcare professionals to
evaluate patients remotely using
smartphones and reduces potential
crowding at local emergency rooms
with patients who do not need hospital treatment.
“I am proud that with the help of
our partners in the Mayor’s Office of
Innovation and the county’s

Department of Health Services, the
LAFD was able to accelerate this
new program so that we have another tool to fight the COVID-19 crisis,” said LAFD Chief Ralph
Terrazas.
The LTP begins with LAFD dispatchers who screen all 911 medical
callers. Dispatchers interview callers
and determine if they have a nonurgent situation. If they are 2-65
years old and have access to a smartphone, dispatchers may refer them to
a telemedicine provider who can
provide a more in-depth screening
using video.
Depending on the need, telemedicine providers can provide many services, from advising patients who
can stay at home and treat their conditions to dispatching an LAFD
ambulance.
“The LTP is another example of
the LAFD incorporating technology
and innovation to provide a more
efficient and effective EMS delivery
system to Angelenos, especially during this pandemic,” said LAFD
Medical Director and EMS Bureau
Commander Marc Eckstein.

eral of whom live in the communities it serves."
But the present is treating
COVID-19 patients across the
Southland and partnerships are
going to be critical to prevent
COVID-19.
“As we confront an unprecedented public health crisis, we are honored to be able to continue our legacy of service as part of this unique
public-private partnership to expand
access to additional beds as the
COVID-19 threat continues to
evolve,” said Lloyd Dean, CEO of
CommonSpirit Health, which
includes Dignity Health hospitals.
“More than ever, this is the time for
our communities to come together
to care for people affected by this
disease.”

The Los Angeles County
Board of Supervisors approved
an interim urgency ordinance on
April 14 to protect retail grocery,
drug store and food delivery
workers during the COVID-19
pandemic.
The interim urgency ordinance
went into effect immediately and
requires all retail grocery and
drug stores to establish sanitary
practices and workplace safety
protections, and provide sanitizing products and protective face
coverings to help protect the
health of customers, employees
and delivery workers. Similar
protections were already required
in the city of Los Angeles as of
April 10.
Authored by Supervisors Mark
Ridley-Thomas, 2nd District, and
Janice Hahn, 4th District, the
county ordinance specifically
requires employers to sanitize
and stock all bathrooms with
necessary supplies and clean
stores and shopping carts
between uses. It also requires
employees to wash their hands
every 30 minutes. Stores and
businesses must provide sanitizing stations at entrances, provide
adequate security to enforce
social distancing, establish operating hours to restock and prohibit retaliation against employees
exercising their rights.
“Grocery and pharmacy workers and food delivery drivers

have unexpectedly found themselves at the forefront of the
coronavirus pandemic, yet stores
have not provided sufficient
health or safety protections,” said
John Grant, President of UFCW
Local 770. “We thank Supervisor
Mark Ridley-Thomas for leading
the Los Angeles County Board of
Supervisors to implement necessary measures that protect workers who are risking their health to
serve their communities.”
Since the “Safer at Home”
order was issued on March 21,
retail grocery and drug stores
have remained open to provide
essential services. Many people
who are particularly vulnerable
to the coronavirus, including
those 65 and older, have turned to
store food delivery platforms.
“In the middle of this global
health emergency our grocery
store, delivery and drug store
workers are now front-line
responders,” Hahn said. “Their
work is essential to keeping our
county running and we need to
make sure they have the tools
they need to do their jobs safely.
[This]
ordinance
ensures
employers in these sectors are
sufficiently staffed and are able
to provide the protective and sanitary equipment employees need
to keep themselves and the public healthy.”
For information, visit publichealth.lacounty.gov.
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Community partnership feeds local firefighters
By edwin folven
Personnel at Los Angeles Fire
Department’s Station 61 on Third
Street are eating well and have one
less thing to worry about during the
COVID-19 emergency under the
Firehouse Dinners pilot program,
launched this week by the First-In
Fire Foundation, the Original
Farmers Market and City
Councilman David Ryu, 4th
District.
Ryu’s office and the First-In Fire
Foundation are providing funds for
groceries and prepared meals for
the firefighters purchased from
merchants at the Original Farmers
Market, corner of Third and
Fairfax. The program helps first
responders and small businesses at
the Farmers Market at the same
time, Ryu said.
“Our first responders are working around the clock to keep

Angelenos safe during this pandemic. They need hearty, nutritious
meals and our local restaurants
need the support,” Ryu said.
“Through the great partnership of
the First-In Fire Foundation and
the Original Farmers Market,
we’ve been able to put our local
businesses to work feeding our
firefighters.”
On Tuesday, the firefighters
picked up ribs for dinner from
Huntington Meats & Poultry at the
Farmers Market, First-In Fire
Foundation President Lyn Cohen
said. She added the organization
will continue to provide funding for
the personnel to buy groceries and
prepared meals on a regular basis.
An initial $5,000 came from discretionary funding in Ryu’s office,
spokesman Mark Pampanin said.
The First-In Fire Foundation is also
raising funds to sustain the program
and expand it to other fire stations.

“It’s a tough time for everyone
right now and we are grateful,”
said Deputy Chief Ronnie
Villanueva, of the LAFD’s
Operations South Bureau, which
includes Fire Station 61 serving the
Miracle Mile. “It takes a little more
time to train every day with all the
new information that comes out
about the emergency, so everything
helps. It can be a little burdensome
going to the store and shopping
like we normally do. And, it also
helps the small businesses in the
area. It’s a win-win for everyone.”
Cohen is making arrangements
for more Firehouse Dinners with
restaurants and grocers at the
Farmers
Market
including
Huntington Meats & Poultry, DuPar’s and Monsieur Marcel. Many
of the markets’ restaurants remain
open and are offering take-out and
delivery.
“The Original Farmers Market is

Early graduation puts more firefighters on the job
As a result of the ongoing
COVID-19 pandemic, the Los
Angeles Fire Department accelerated the timeline of its current
recruit class to augment the number of firefighters available to
work in the field.
LAFD Chief Ralph Terrazas
presided over a modified Recruit
Academy graduation of 49 new
firefighters on April 9. Forty-four
male and five female firefighters
received their badges and began

work on April 12.
The acceleration of the class
timeline by approximately four
weeks occurred as the department
prepares for a possible surge in
critically ill COVID-19 patients in
the coming weeks. It was also a
proactive measure to increase
department staffing in case a significant increase in LAFD personnel are affected by the virus.
“The LAFD is taking every step
necessary to ensure that we fulfill

our mission of protecting life and
property in Los Angeles during the
COVID pandemic and I am proud
of the 49 recruits who officially
joined our ranks,” Terrazas said.
“The recruits completed their
training in the midst of extraordinary circumstances and I am excited to have them join us on the
front lines as we work together to
mitigate the spread of the COVID19 virus.”
For information, visit lafd.org.

photo courtesy of the First-In Fire Foundation

Firefighters at Fire Station 61 enjoyed ribs from Huntington Meats and
Poultry on Tuesday as part of the Firehouse Dinners program.

pleased to be working with our
friends at First-In Fire,” said Mark
Panatier, vice president of the A.F.
Gilmore Company, which owns
the Original Farmers Market. “For
decades, the market has provided
holiday meals as a thank you to our
local firefighters in Station 61, so
when Lyn Cohen called and asked
for some help to coordinate FirstIn Fire’s efforts, we said, ‘of
course.’ First responders are not
always thought of in our day-today lives, but they most certainly
are when we need them. So, the
Original Farmers Market is
pleased to help them when they
need us.”
Cohen said the Firehouse
Dinners program is a natural continuation of efforts the First-In Fire
Foundation has made to improve
conditions at local fire stations.
The grassroots organization has
previously planted gardens and
landscaping at fire stations and has

raised money for supplies and
necessities not covered by city
funds.
“Now, more than ever before, a
community-fire department partnership matters,” Cohen said. “Our
mission is bonding local citizens
with their local firefighters, and
vice versa. Central to our work is
relationship and friendship, team
building and collaboration at
grassroots as a form of emergency
preparedness, common ground
work for weathering the storm
together. Firefighters traditionally
shop, cook and pay for their own
dinners themselves, but right now
our firefighters are safer to serve us
out of grocery store lines. With this
pilot [program], and the support of
Councilmember Ryu, we can have
their back and support local small
merchants by simply dining.”
Anyone interested in supporting
the project is asked to visit firstinfirefoundation.org.

Let us do the cooking!

Blue Plate Specials
dinners for 4 - $40

Take Out - Curb Side Pick Up
#1 Blue Plate EXPRESS

#4 Blue Plate EXPRESS

Chicken Pot Pies -moist chicken, green peas, carrots, potatoes and gravy
topped with buttery crust.
Mixed green salad with choice of dressing
Choice of whole fruit pie or a Full Stack Hotcakes

Macaroni & Cheese Casserole Bacon Garnish
Garlic Bread
Choice of soup du jour (cups)
Choice of fruit pie or a Full Stack Hotcakes

#2 Blue Plate EXPRESS

#5 Blue Plate EXPRESS

Meatloaf – Topped with brown mushroom gravy.
Creamy Mashed potatoes
Fresh Seasonal Vegetables
Choice of whole fruit pie or a Full Stack Hotcakes

(2) Full Stacks – Buttermilk Hotcakes
Scrambled Eggs
Hash Browns
Bacon or Sausage
Freshly brewed Coffee
Add 5.00 for any Specialty Hotcakes

#3 Blue Plate EXPRESS
Turkey Dinner – hand carved with all the trimmings.
Creamy Mashed Potatoes
Fresh Seasonal Vegetables
Choice of whole fruit pie or a Full Stack Hotcakes

In the Original Farmers Market
3rd & Fairfax
(323) 933-8446
(323) 933-8447
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RESTAURANT NEWS
by Jill Weinlein

Nybll Eat to Win
delivers meals and
grocery boxes

A

void the grocery store and
order Nybll Eat to Win meals
and grocery items for home deliv-

ery. Grocery boxes include a produce box, a fruit and vegetable box,
and the ultimate pantry box filled
with eggs, butter, milk, half and
half, parmesan cheese, aged cheddar, penne pasta, marinara sauce,
rice, quinoa, ground coffee, sugar,
bread, chicken or vegetable stock,
granola, dried fruit and nuts. Nybll

Eat to Win donates five kids meals
to agencies who are servicing local
communities for every weekly meal
plan purchased. To date, they have
donated over 160,000 meals. Give
the gift of a healthy meal to a family
member, health care worker or
loved one with a gift card that can
be used to purchase a five-meal
plan or can be applied as a discount
to any of the other meal plans.
Nybll Eat to Win also offers a Love
Box to pay it forward to a family in
need. Each box is given to a family
living in L.A. that is suffering due

to the coronavirus. For $30, the box
includes three family meals, apples,
oranges, milk, bread, butter, pasta,
rice, beans, carrots, onion, greens
and your cheerful message. The
weekly order deadline is Sunday at
midnight for deliveries on Tuesday.
nybll.com. (415)617-9691.

Locale90 helping
those in need

T

he South Bay’s Neapolitan
pizza destination has created

DIY pizza kits available for delivery and pick up through Sunday,
April 19. The eatery will donate
one kit to the nonprofit organization
Walk With Sally for every kit purchased. Walk With Sally helps families who are among the most vulnerable to COVID-19, as they may
have a member who is immunocompromised due to cancer. The
pizzeria has committed to donating
up to 100 pizza kits, which will be
delivered to these families in the
coming weeks. The Neapolitan
pizza kit is $38 and has four house-

WOW!

For a Limited Time!
We’re Offffering Our World Fam
mous
Hotcake Batttter!
32 oz. - $11.95 • 16 oz. $9.9
95
+ melted butttter & syrup
Call Now to Order!
er!
In the Original
Farmers Market
3rd & Fairfax
(323)933-8447 Ba
akery
(323)933-8446 Restaur
t antt

We’re Open and
Ready to Serve You!
Monday–Saturday: 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Sunday: 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Serving the finest meats and poultry in Los Angeles
Family Owned at the Farmers Market for 79 Years
6333 W. Third St. • Farmers Market • 323.938.5131
www.marcondas.com
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made dough balls to make 12-inch
pizzas, crushed San Marzano tomatoes, hand-pulled fresh mozzarella
and imported parmesan cheese.
Each kit feeds a family of four to
six and is available for pick up or
delivery. 1718 S. Catalina Ave.,
Redondo Beach; (310)540-9190.
locale90.com.

Urth Caffé Beverly
Hills ‘Feeds Our
First Responders’

T

hrough April 19, Urth Caffé
will provide Urth Box lunches
to police officers, firefighters and
paramedics at the Beverly Hills
Police Department and Beverly
Hills Fire Department. Urth fans
are invited to donate any dollar
amount that will be matched by
Urth co-founder and co-owner
Shallom Berkman. Lunches include
a choice of grilled chicken pesto
sandwich, chicken curry sandwich,
albacore tuna salad sandwich,
grilled vegetable sandwich or a
vegan sprout with avocado and
hummus sandwich. The lunch box
includes organic oatmeal raisin and
chocolate chip pecan Urth cookies,
and a fresh hand-cut seasonal fruit
cup. Individual boxes will be delivered on Friday, April 24, along with
Urth’s signature coffee and
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desserts. Make a donation by calling (310)205-9311. urthcaffe.com.
267 S. Beverly Drive, Beverly
Hills.

Skinny Fish delivery
concept

O

n April 15, Chef Ei Hiroyoshi,
former head sushi chef at
renowned omakase spot Sasabune,
launched Skinny Fish for deliveryonly service. The innovative new
delivery concept utilizes handmade cauliflower rice instead of
traditional sushi rice to create a
healthy and low-carb selection of
bowls and rolls. Skinny Fish menu
items include a variety of rolls
including a negi toro avocado roll.
Bowl selections include salmon
sashimi, shrimp, seared albacore
sashimi, grilled salmon and a combination of proteins. Ei sources
high-quality, preservative-free,
sustainable fish, as well as locallysourced vegetables and ingredients. Skinny Fish delivery is highprotein, keto-friendly, and full and
full of authentic flavor. Skinny
Fish is delivered through
Postmates,
DoorDash
and
UberEats platforms from 5 p.m. to
midnight. Follow along @skinnyfishla on Instagram or visit skinnyfishla.com for more information.

Virtual Restaurant
Week with Uber
Eats

I
photo courtesy of Urth Caffee

nspired by the ever-popular
“restaurant week” concept that
happens in culinary hotspots all
across the country, Angelenos will
be able to enjoy an exclusive threecourse meal from over 200 participating restaurants, while practicing

social distancing in their home.
Order a three-course, prix-fixe
meal for $35 with no delivery fees
from participating restaurants.
Simply open the Uber Eats app
and check “New to Uber Eats” and
“Special Offers,” to look for participating restaurants. Some participants
include
Amandine
Patisserie, Belcampo, Benny’s
Tacos, Burger Lounge, Califlower
Pizza, Eataly, Hello Salted, Lyfe
Kitchen, Roscoe’s House of
Chicken and Waffles, Gus’ Fried
Chicken, Silverlake Ramen, Tacos
Tu Madre, Zinque and 800
Degrees Pizzeria. ubereats.com.

Los Angeles Food
Bank

D

ue to school closures and
“Safer at Home” quarantines,
new members of our community
are missing essential meals. While
the coronavirus is impacting lowincome communities, the Los
Angeles Regional Food Bank is
mobilizing resources to help people in need of food assistance
throughout Los Angeles County. If
you are in need or know of someone who needs food assistance, the
food bank offers a list of food distributions at agency partner sites
throughout L.A. County. Dial 211
or go online and click “our pantry
locator.” Since the need is high and
volunteer activity has declined, the
food bank is currently implementing a contingency plan to supplement the regular food bank staff
and volunteer with new volunteers,
and is seeking food donations from
regular food industry donors and
supplementing with food purchases of specific items. The food bank
is monitoring the COVID-19 situation closely and taking necessary
precautions to help make sure that
food and products remain safe, so
distributions and volunteer activities can continue. The pandemic
has resulted in unplanned expenses
for the food bank, financial contributions are greatly appreciated. A
donation of $100 helps supply up
to 400 meals. lafoodbank.org.

photo courtesy of Caruso

Caruso donates Easter baskets
to Skid Row nonprofit
Caruso, Southern California’s leading real estate development and hospitality group, donated 100 Easter baskets to Para Los Niños, an organization dedicated to providing families in underserved parts of Los Angeles
with educational access and opportunities.
On April 9, representatives from Caruso assembled holiday baskets featuring a plush toy, stickers, bubbles, coloring books, crayons, assorted
school supplies and chocolate, and dropped them off at Para Los Niños’
Gratts Primary Center, where families could pick up an Easter basket and
food for the weekend. Several of the items in the baskets were generously
donated by Bonjour Fete, a party boutique which operates one of its brickand-mortar locations at Caruso’s Palisades Village.
A longtime supporter of Para Los Niños, Caruso’s Easter gifts follow a
financial contribution made to the organization to ensure children who rely
on meals at school were fed during the shutdowns caused by the COVID19 crisis.
Para Los Niños families can pick up food every Tuesday and Thursday
from 10 a.m. to noon at 474 Hartford Ave.
To donate to Para Los Niños, visit paralosninos.org/donate.
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Dolls & Robots
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T
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pple Juice
Welcome!
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The Dog Bakery at Farmers Market
offers free pet food to those in need
The Dog Bakery at the Original
Farmers Market, corner of Third
and Fairfax, is delivering free dog
food to pet owners in need.
Owner and pet rescue advocate
Rocky Kanaka is trying to ensure
pets and their owners don’t suffer
during “Safer at Home” orders currently in place. Whether it’s people
who have recently lost a job,
seniors who can’t leave home or
health care workers on the frontlines, Kanaka is hoping to provide
relief by delivering pet food and

eliminating one of many needs during the emergency.
“We will get through this together if we find ways to support each
other, love each other and fight for
each other,” he said.
Kanaka posted information on
Instagam and YouTube letting people know he is giving away free
dog food and will deliver it to anyone who is in need or who knows
someone in need. For information,
visit rockykanaka.com/freedogfood.

Children’’ss T
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x
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‘Music in the Mansion’can be heard on Beverly Hills TV
The city of Beverly Hills’ classical
concert series, “Music in the
Mansion,” which is performed on
the third Sunday every month
through June at Greystone Mansion
and Gardens, will air its concert with
Trio Zadig on April 19 at 2 p.m. on
Beverly Hills TV Channel 10 or
online at beverlyhills.org/live.
“Music in the Mansion” offers

solo and chamber music performed
by professional musicians and is
sponsored by the city of Beverly
Hills
Community
Services
Department, under the artistic direction of Laura Schmieder, who also
founded iPalpiti International.
“‘Music in the Mansion’ sells out
each month, so we know how much
people love this series,” said Kristin

photo courtesy of Du-par’s

Du-par’s Children’s Tea
Bring the fun home to your family with a Tea Party for the kids and all
their favorite toys. Beginning this week, Du-par’s is offering a fully prepared tea party to go complete with tea sandwiches, PB&J triangles, mini
muffins, fruit, juice, tea, paper plates and a special surprise. Tea sandwiches
include Ham & Cheese, Chicken Salad, and Smoked Salmon upon request
for $2 extra. All Teddy bears, dolls and robots are cordially invited to join
in the fun. Children’s Tea for 2 is $ 16.00, for 4 is $20.00, for 6 is $24.00
and for 8 is $28.00. Du-par’s tea party is a great activity for the whole family and will help fill this time at home with happy memories. Children’s Tea
is available for take-out and delivery. Please order 2 days in advance.
Contact Frances at (323) 933-8446 or (323) 933-8447 to place your order.
Located in the Original Farmers Market at 3rd & Fairfax.

Our restaurant menu is avvailable
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Buhagiar, community services
manager. “It’s also performed in the
intimate setting of the living room
at Greystone Mansion and Gardens,
the city’s beloved estate and public
garden, so we thought why not
bring it to the intimate setting of our
music lovers’ living rooms?”
Violinist Boris Borgolotto, cellist
Marc Girard Garcia and American
pianist Ian Barber unite their talents
to perform as the Trio Zadig. The
group has won 11 international
competition prizes, including first
prize at the FNAPEC Competition
and second prize at the Bischoff
National
Chamber
Music
Competition in the United States.
The Trio Zadig is currently in

residence at the Queen
Elisabeth Music Chapel in
Belgium
alongside
the
Artemis Quartet.
The music group was introduced to iPalpiti, which helps
professional
musicians
advance in their careers,
through Borgolotto, who
joined the organization in
2016. In 2019, Trio Zadig was
invited as iPalpiti’s festival
ensemble in-residence and
rescheduled to return for
future performances to play
Beethoven’s
“Triple
Concerto” with iPalpiti at the
new Conrad in La Jolla and
Walt Disney Concert Hall.
For information, visit beverlyhills.org/musicinthemansion.

photo courtesy of Greystone Mansion

Greystone Mansion Living Room
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BREAS project advances Tar Pits research
From extinct giant ground sloths
in Ecuador to 50,000-year-old
rodent droppings in the middle of
modern Los Angeles, scientists
from La Brea Tar Pits are making
new discoveries about extinct
species and past ecosystems preserved in asphaltic sites, or “tar
pits.”
Although many museums are
temporarily closed in response to
the coronavirus pandemic, scientists affiliated with research institutions such as the Natural History
Museums of Los Angeles County,
which includes La Brea Tar Pits,
continue researching and making
scientific discoveries through the
BREAS (Bridging Research and
Education at Asphaltic Sites)
Project, which is working to foster
integrative research collaborations,
build capacity and connect science
and communities at fossil sites.
The first of three papers to be
published, “A monodominant latePleistocene megafauna locality
from Santa Elena, Ecuador: Insight
on the biology and behavior of
giant ground sloths,” highlighted
the remains of at least 22 giant
ground sloths that perished during
the Ice Age. This research provided
new insight into how these animals
lived, their habitat, social structure
and behavior.
The second paper, “The biogeography of ‘breas,’” of Ice Age
fossils that were discovered from
tar pits on the island of Trinidad in
the scientific journal “Quaternary
Science Reviews.” This review is
the first publication on Trinidad’s
Pleistocene fossil record, and also
serves as a road map for further tar
pit sites globally.
In March, scientists published
the final paper, “Exceptionally preserved asphaltic coprolites expand
spatiotemporal range of a North
American paleoecological proxy,”
about the discovery of hundreds of
ancient, asphalt-preserved coprolites, or fossil feces, in the La Brea
Tar Pits Museum’s site in
“Scientific Reports.” A team of
researchers determined the copro-

photo courtesy of BHUSD

Horace Mann students say thanks
photo courtesy of La Brea Tar Pits Museum

Virtual related is used to create animations of animals found at the La
Brea Tar Pits, such as Harlan’s ground sloth, Paramylodon harlani.

lites were produced by the packrat
Neotoma, a critter whose nests provide clues into past climate across
the southwest.
This was the first Neotoma nest
discovered near the coast, according to research.
“Tar pits are incredibly intriguing, and Rancho La Brea is probably the most well-known fossil site
in the world,” said Emily Lindsey,
an author on all three papers and
the assistant curator and site director at La Brea Tar Pits. “But,
despite more than a century of
research, we’re learning that we
have only just scratched the surface.”
In addition to on-site research,
the institution is leading a global
effort to advance and connect
research and discovery at tar pits
around the world.
“While asphaltic sites are rare,
they can preserve both a tremendous quantity and variety of fossils, making exploring these sites a
scientific priority,” Lindsey said.
“Tar pits are one of the only types
of fossil sites where we can find
remnants of an entire ecosystem
preserved – leaves and bones,
mega mammals and tiny insects,
seeds and shells. As such, they are
extremely valuable for paleontolo-

gists investigating important topics
like evolution, paleoecology and
climate change, and are especially
crucial in areas like the neotropics
where the Pleistocene fossil record
is sparse.”
Part of the BREAS Project aims
to provide student training, technical expertise and collections support to local institutions involved
in excavating, preparing, curating
and studying fossils from these
sites. In addition the project
engages with local communities by
developing education and outreach
programs to support local STEM
education.
“Historically, tar pit science has
been synonymous with ‘Rancho
La Brea’ because that’s where the
resources and scientific capacity
were concentrated. This view limited not only the scientific potential
of tar pits, but also who was able to
participate in telling the story of
their region’s past biodiversity,”
Alexis Mychajliw, a research associate at La Brea Tar Pits and lead
author on the Trinidad and coprolite papers.
“I can’t wait to see what discoveries these new tar pit scientists
will make,” Mychajliw said.
The La Brea Tar Pits Museum is
located at 5801 Wilshire Blvd.

First-grade students in teacher Christy Fuhrer’s class helped Horace
Mann School Principal Craig Bugbee say thanks to teachers as part of a
Virtual Teacher Appreciation Day.
The Horace Mann PTA emailed room moms, who then reached out to
parents to ask their kids to make thank-you notes to display. When teachers
logged on, they saw a screen full of thank-you notes.
For information, visit hm.bhusd.org.

LAUSD to remain closed through
summer
On April 13, Los Angeles Unified School District Superintendent Austin
Beutner announced that schools will remain closed through the summer.
Summer school will operate remotely, and state and local health authorities will provide guidance on when it is safe and appropriate to reopen
school facilities.
Also, no failing grades will be given. Students can continue to improve
their current grades, but they will not be penalized by the circumstances.
The district is seeking student input on graduation and recognition ceremonies.
For information, visit lausd.net.
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Observe nature and submit photos in city challenge

photo courtesy of BHUSD

Beverly Vista Middle School
students earn academic honors
In the Los Angeles County Science and Engineering Fair last month,
Beverly Vista Middle School sixth grader Yaroslav Kutepov won the James
E. Roberts Award from the Professional Engineers in California
Government.
Also, BVMS seventh grader Tali Goldkorn won the Cheryl Saban SelfWorth Foundation for Women & Girls Scholar Prize.
Additionally, for the first time in 25 years and the first time in the history
of the new middle school, BVMS placed first with a perfect score of 180
in the Continental Math League National Competition.
The team, led by math teacher Mark Frenn, included national winners
Daniel Salkin, Doris Gong and Sarah Zhang, as well as top scorers Luke
Barber, Nayoung Kim, Benjamin Maman, Natalie Moon and Lucas
Eskildsen-Lee.
For information, visit bv.bhusd.org.

LACCD classes to remain
remote for spring, summer
On April 10, Los Angeles
Community College District
Chancellor Francisco C. Rodriguez
announced that in response to the
ongoing COVID-19 health emergency, the district’s spring 2020
classes at all nine colleges will continue in remote platforms for the
remainder of the semester currently
scheduled to end June 8. Summer
session classes scheduled to begin
June 15, as well as student support
services and most of the district’s
business operations, will be conducted in similar remote environments.
The colleges include Los Angeles
City College, East Los Angeles
College, Los Angeles Harbor
College, Los Angeles Mission
College, Los Angeles Pierce
College, Los Angeles Southwest
College, Los Angeles TradeTechnical College, Los Angeles
Valley College and West Los
Angeles College. The announcement also includes the district’s
office in downtown Los Angeles, its
Van de Kamp Innovation Center in
Los Angeles and the South Gate
Campus of East Los Angeles
College.
LACCD faculty and staff will
continue to ensure effective remote
learning and teaching, student support services, and administrative
and business services for the
150,000 students and personnel
involved in the spring 2020 semester who are impacted by the changes
as a result of the district’s emergency response, Rodriguez said.
The district temporarily halted all
in-classroom instruction March 1529 due to the health emergency to

shift as many classes as possible to
remote learning platforms. The shift
also included moving student support services, administrative and
business operations to remote,
online platforms, as well as the professional development training of
more than 2,000 faculty and 2,000
staff for their remote instruction and
operations that began March 30.
An updated review of classes
shifted to remote platforms determined that less than 5% could not be
transferred into remote instruction
and another 4% cannot be completed without in-person instruction for
grading and other hands-on course
requirements, such as theater stage
production and lighting classes, laboratory course work and nursing
classes. These classes will continue
to be postponed through the end of
the spring semester, but they are not
canceled. No decision has been
made on the status of these classes
for the summer session.
“We are working with faculty and
staff to develop a plan for returning
these important classes as soon as
possible to the colleges in a safe
learning environment,” Rodriguez
said. “We know these classes are an
important part of the education
goals for many of our students. We
understand their concerns and share
them. We will keep our students
informed when decisions are
made.”
In addition, for the spring 2020
term, LACCD will lift the restriction on the number of courses and
units students can take for pass/no
pass, and all classes can be taken
either as graded or as pass/no pass.
For information, visit laccd.edu.

The fifth annual City Nature
Challenge will take place from
Friday, April 24, through Monday,
April 27.
The event, co-organized by the
Natural History Museums of Los
Angeles
County
and
San
Francisco’s California Academy of
Sciences, calls on community scientists, nature and science fans and
people of all ages to observe and
submit pictures of wild plants, animals and fungi using the free mobile
app iNaturalist. Participants can
upload their observations to the app
and from Tuesday, April 28, to
Sunday, May 3, scientists will sort
and identify submissions. Final
results will be announced on
Monday, May 4.
In response to public health and
safety requirements related to
COVID-19, this year’s City Nature
Challenge will not be a competition.
Instead, participants are encouraged
to share observations online and celebrate the healing power of nature
from home, ensuring careful physical distancing as they document
local biodiversity. It is imperative
that participants closely follow public health guidelines in response to
COVID-19, including “Safer at
Home” orders.
“It’s important to be physically
distant, but socially engaged. While
many must remain home at this time
– our parks and public places closed
– we can participate safely, right outside of our homes and connected
digitally through iNaturalist and
online,” said Dr. Lori BettisonVarga, president and executive
director at the Natural History
Museums of Los Angeles County.
“The City Nature Challenge started
as a seed of an idea that has grown
exponentially each year. It is proof
of how passionate people are about
connecting with nature and one
another as part of a collective effort.”

photo courtesy of the Natural History Museums of Los Angeles County

Insects such as this mantis are an example of the interesting creatures
living in backyards.

“We can participate safely,
right outside of our homes
and connected digitally.”
Dr. Lori Bettison-Varga,
president and executive director
at the NHM

It’s easy to participate in the City
Nature Challenge. First, find
wildlife. People can search in their
neighborhoods, homes and backyards, and even through windows. It
can be any wild plant, animal, fungi,
slime mold or other evidence of life
such as fur, tracks, shells scat and
carcasses. The next step is to take
pictures
using
iNaturalist.
Participants can then learn more as
observations are identified.
Participants unable to take photos
of wildlife can focus on identifying
species documented in their areas.
People and organizations can make
it a safe community event by hosting a virtual identification party

between from April 28 through May
3.
The Natural History Museums of
Los Angeles County launched
NHMLAC Connects, a digital portal for nature and culture experiences, to continue science, collections and community learning
throughout the COVID-19 public
health emergency. Connecting scientists and the community through
science projects has enabled a
greater study of nature.
As human populations become
increasingly concentrated in cities,
it’s important to document urban
biodiversity and help ensure the
future health of plants and wildlife.
Large pools of data created through
iNaturalist, from natural history
museums and science organizations,
help authorities make informed conservation decisions about sustainable coexistence in neighborhoods.
For
information,
visit
inaturalist.org,
citynaturechallenge.org and nhmlac.org/connects.
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P O L I C E B LOT T E R
The following crimes occurred in West Hollywood, Beverly Hills and the
areas patrolled by the LAPD’s Wilshire and Hollywood divisions between
April 4 and April 12. The information was compiled from www.crimemapping.com. To report a crime, call local law enforcement agencies: Los
Angeles Police Department, Wilshire Division (213)473-0476, Los Angeles
County Sheriff’s Department West Hollywood Station (310)855-8850, and
the Beverly Hills Police Department, (310)550-4951.

Beverly Hills Police
Department
April 6
At 4:30 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft from a
vehicle parked in the 300 block of
S. Rexford.

April 8
At noon, an unknown suspect
assaulted a victim in the 8900
block of Wilshire.

block of Orlando.
An unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked near the corner of
Fountain and Kings at 5:20 p.m.
At 7 p.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
1100 block of Clark.

April 8
An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 8200 block of Santa
Monica at 4:08 a.m.

April 9

At 9:30 a.m., an unknown suspect
assaulted a victim in the 800 block
of West Knoll.

An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 600 block of
Walden at 3:23 p.m.

April 9

At 6:09 p.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a construction site in
the 1100 block of Hillcrest.

April 10
An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim near the corner of Santa
Monica and Linden at 9 a.m.
At 6:55 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a commercial burglary
in the 300 block of N. Canon.

April 11
At 1:32 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 400
block of N. Bedford.

April 12
At 5:39 a.m., a vandalism incident
was reported in the 9600 block of
Wilshire.
An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 900 block of
N. Rexford at 6:08 a.m.

West Hollywood
Sheriff’s Station
April 5
An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 7500 block of
Lexington at 10 a.m.
At 10:40 a.m., an unknown suspect committed a petty theft in the
8800 block of Sunset.
An unknown suspect burglarized
vehicle parked in the 7100 block of
Santa Monica at 2:30 p.m.
At 6 p.m., an unknown suspect
stole a vehicle parked in the 1300
block of Milner.

April 6
At noon, an unknown suspect
assaulted a victim near the corner
of Olive and Santa Monica.
An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 8800 block of
Beverly at 9 a.m.

At 3 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 600

burglarized a vehicle parked in the
1700 block of Whitley.

committed a petty theft in the 1900
block of Curson.

pect burglarized a vehicle parked
in the 4000 block of Leeward.

An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 700 block of N.
Hayworth at 3:15 a.m.

April 7

An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 800 block of N.
Gardner at 1:50 p.m.

At 11 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 7300
block of Willoughby.
An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 600 block of N.
Detroit at 11 a.m.
At 11:15 a.m., an unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked near
the corner of Gregory and Vine.
An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 7100 block of
Santa Monica at 2:30 p.m.
At 3 p.m., an unknown suspect
robbed a victim near the corner of
Santa Monica and Hobart.
An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim in the 400 block of S. Fairfax
at 3:10 p.m.
At 5 p.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
6900 block of La Presa.
An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked near the corner of
Eighth and Crenshaw at 6 p.m.

At midnight, an unknown suspect
stole a bicycle in the 300 block of
Huntley.

At 8:45 p.m., a suspect robbed a victim in the 900 block of Vine.

An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 800 block of
Sweetzer at 3:30 a.m.

An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 6700 block of
Hollywood at 9 p.m.

At 10 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 1000
block of Spaulding.

At 9 p.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked near
the corner of Melrose and
Edinburgh.

April 11
At 10:15 p.m., an unknown suspect assaulted a victim in the 800
block of Palm.

Los Angeles Police
Department
April 4
At 12:45 a.m., an unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked in the
1000 block of Ridgewood.
An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 5500 block of
Harold at 3 a.m.
At 4:30 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 300
block of S. Western.
An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 100 block of
S. La Jolla at 5 a.m.
At 8 a.m., an unknown suspect
stole a vehicle parked in the 100
block of S. Clark.
An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim near the corner of Lilian and
Willoughby at 12:30 p.m.
At 12:35 p.m., an unknown suspect committed a petty theft in the
5900 block of Sunset.
A suspect assaulted a victim during a domestic violence incident in
the 1800 block of N. Fuller at
12:45 p.m.

At 8 a.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
800 block of S. Lucerne.
An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim near the corner of La Brea
and Beverly at 1:25 p.m.
At 3:30 p.m., an unknown suspect
robbed a victim near the corner of
Normandie an Oakwood.
An unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked near the corner of
Fountain and Harvard at 5:30 p.m.
At 6 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 400
block of N. Irving.
An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 1600 block of N.
Fuller at 6:30 p.m.

At 3 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 7000
block of Hollywood.
An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 500 block of
N. Oxford at 4:45 a.m.
At 6:05 a.m., an unknown suspect
assaulted a victim in the 1000
block of Mariposa.

An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 3800 block of
Wilshire at 3 p.m.

April 6

At 5:30 p.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
600 block of Hauser.

At 2 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 800
block of S. Hudson.
An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 5500 block of
Wilshire at 4:45 p.m.

An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 1200 block of
N. Cherokee at 6 p.m.
At 6:25 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 6200
block of Sunset.
An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 8400 block of
Beverly at 6:45 p.m.

At 2:50 p.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked near
the corner of Second and Windsor.
An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 5500 block of
Wilshire at 6 p.m.
At 6:30 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 100
block of S. Orange.
An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim near the corner of Sunset
and Detroit at 8:20 p.m.
At 8:30 p.m., an unknown suspect
stole a vehicle parked in the 6200
block of Wilshire.
An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 6200 block of
Leland at 10:50 p.m.
At 11 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 1400
block of N. Poinsettia.

April 11

An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 5400 block of
Sunset at 8:20 p.m.

An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 8400 block of
Beverly at 1:40 a.m.

At 11 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 1300
block of Vine.

An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 7300 block of
Sunset at 2:48 a.m.

April 9

At 3 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 600
block of S. La Brea.

An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim in the 6500 block of Sunset
at 6:45 a.m.

At 6:15 p.m., an attempted robbery
was reported in the 7000 block of
Hollywood.

At 7 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 6100
block of Hollywood.

April 5

An unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked in the 800 block of Saint
Andrews at 6:30 p.m.

An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 2000 block of N.
Highland at 9:30 a.m.

At 5 a.m., an unknown suspect

At 8 p.m., an unknown suspect

At 12:30 p.m., an unknown sus-

At 11 p.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
1000 block of N. Alexandria.

An unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked in the 1800 block of N.
Cahuenga at 1:30 p.m.

At 12:08 a.m., an unknown suspect burglarized a vehicle parked
in the 6900 block of Los Tilos.

An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 1200 block of
N. Cherokee at 6 p.m.

An unknown suspect robbed a victim near the corner of Hollywood
and Highland at 9 p.m.

At 12:50 p.m., an unknown suspect committed a petty theft in the
7900 block of W. Sunset.

At 7:30 p.m., an unknown suspect
assaulted a victim near the corner
of Third and La Brea.

At 3:35 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 6500
block of Yucca.

At 6 p.m., an unknown suspect
assaulted a victim in the 600 block
of S. Saint Andrews.

An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim near the corner of
Manhattan and Third at 7:45 p.m.

An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 5800 block of
Santa Monica at noon.

An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 1100 block of N.
La Brea at 11:45 p.m.

An unknown suspect robbed a victim in the 300 block of S. Doheny
at noon.

At 3:58 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 6600
block of W. Sixth.

April 8

At 10:30 a.m., an unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked in the
1900 block of Carmen.

At 11:25 a.m., an unknown suspect committed a petty theft in the
8400 block of Beverly.

An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 200 block of S.
Wilton at 3 p.m.

At 8 a.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
300 block of S. Gramercy.

At 10:40 p.m., an unknown suspect committed a petty theft in the
600 block of N. Laurel.

An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 7500 block of
Sunset at 8:05 a.m.

At 3 p.m., an unknown suspect
stole a vehicle parked in the 1400
block of N. Detroit.

An unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked in the 1300 block of
Seward at 10 p.m.

An unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked in the 5800 block of
Sunset at 9:25 a.m.

At 4 a.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
1100 block of N. Kenmore.

An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 6600 block of
Moore at 2 p.m.

April 10

An unknown suspect committed a
grand theft in the 5800 block of
Camerford at 10 p.m.

An unknown suspect committed a
theft near the corner of Hollywood
and Vine at 12:01 a.m.

At 12:10 p.m., an unknown suspect assaulted a victim in the 1600
block of N. Cahuenga.

At 8 p.m., an unknown suspect
assaulted a victim in the 1600
block of Whitley.

At 5 p.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked near
the corner of Sixth and La Brea.

April 7
An unknown suspect robbed a victim in the 900 block of Hammond
at 12:10 a.m.
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An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 6100 block of
Fountain at 2:55 a.m.
At 6 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 1800
block of Outpost.
An unknown suspect robbed a victim near the corner of Lexington
and Vine at 9:30 a.m.
At 11:50 a.m., an unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked in the
500 block of S. Rossmore.
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Classified
Advertising
(323)933-5518 • email:karen@beverlypress.com
BUSINESS & SERVICE DIRECTORY
COMPUTER

The

Disc Doc

Computer Problems?

I CAN HELP!
• Troubleshooting
• Lessons
• Purchase Consultation
• Phone Support

HARDWARE

SCREENS • DOORS
HARDWARE
SALES & INSTALLATIONS
7769 SANTA MONICA BL.

WEST HOLLYWOOD

Joel Rothman

(323)248-0840
www.tashmans.com

323.240.5112

Family Owned & Operated

TheDiskDoc@mac.com

CLEANING SERVICE
• Pressure wash carpet,
dry in 2 hours.
• Janitorial Service - prepare
apartment for renting.
• Clean apartment buildings.
• Special prices for offices.
• Liability & Workers Comp.
Ins.
Call Steve
(323)376-7337
stevethejanitor.com

INCOME TAX
ALL YEAR
INCOME TAX
Professional Tax Return
Preparation
10% DISCOUNT FOR
NEW CLIENTS
5967 W. Third St. Suite #201
Los Angeles, CA 90036

Phone (323)937-3848
FAX (323)937-9970
Across street from Park Labrea
email:allyearservices@yahoo.com

DOG WALKER

COOPER K-9
DOG WALKER
• Leash Manner Training
• Socialization, Structure,
Exercise
• Insured, Certified
AKC Good Citizen Trainer

323.393.5238
latty@cooperk-9.com
Google: Latty Cooper
as seen on YouTube!

Since 1961

NEWSPAPERS

UPHOLSTERY

PARK LABREA NEWS
& BEVERLY PRESS

ALAKAZAM

5150 WILSHIRE BLVD. #330
P.O. BOX 36036

LOS ANGELES, CA 9006

323.933.5518
www.beverlypress.com
www.parklabreanews.com

Follow us on
Facebook
F
& Twitter
for the latest news!
Now delivered in
Beverly Hills!

WEBSITE DESIGN

UPHOLSTERY & DRAPERY
le
Affordab
Prices

Commercial & Residential
Every Style:
Sofas, Chairs, Slipcovers
Replace Feather Proof Lining
Broad Selection of Fabrics,
Draperies & Roman Shades
HIGHEST QUALITY
WORKMANSHIP
Call Rosie for FREE Estimate
310-491-8409
West Hollywood

mackeycreativelab.com
info@mackeycreativelab.com

Read Us
Online
www.beverlypress.com
Updated daily • Complete
pdf of the newspaper
• advertising information
• archived issues
• subscriptions

NEWS • CRIME •
ENTERTAINMENT

We are now
delivering in

Beverly Hills!
call (323)933-5518

The Signature Spice Blend
combines a medley of herbs
with hints of lemon and notes
of pepper.
Buy it today &
Spice up your Life!
www.shop.inemilyskitchen.com

Crossword Puzzle by Myles Mellor
Across
1. “Wait, I know!”
5. Metallic percussion sound
10. Tex. neighbor
14. Cooked sufficiently
15. Follower of Daniel
16. French for nothing
17. Remnant
18. High-class party invitees
19. Ink stain
20. Writer
23. Central Florida city
24. Flier to Copenhagen
25. Dogfaces
27. "Sum of all fears" star
28. Level, across the pond
32. 180s
34. Promised land
36. Normandy city
37. Writer
40. "The jig ___!"
42. Many a flower
43. Flea market deal
46. Macedonian's neighbor
47. Hosts
50. Military rank, abbr.
51. School founded by Thos.
Jefferson
53. Capri, e.g.
55. Writer
60. Phoenix neighbor
61. Valleys
62. High, in combinations

63. Aces, sometimes
64. PayPal product
65. Scornful cries
66. Constant desire
67. Taste, e.g.
68. Son of Noah
Down
1. Bond adversary
2. Lyric poet of Rome
3. Kind of show
4. German philosopher
5. Strike
6. Granada greeting
7. Words before happens or stands
8. Settles in
9. Dessert
10. Suns
11. Weight measurement
12. Strong and proud
13. Nest builder
21. Singer Vaughan
22. String after Q
26. Application datum: Abbr.
29. Novelist Radcliffe
30. Long story
31. Makes a salary
33. West Coast sch.
34. Noted nightclub briefly
35. Top score in baccarat
37. "Hold on"
38. South of Spain
39. Custom

40. Collection agcy.
41. Marketing grouping
44. Carry with difficulty
45. Cleverly escapes
47. Boodle
48. Costume
49. Cruel practice
52. "It's ___ against time"
54. Mop wielders
56. Ill-considered
57. Esprit

58. Hardy character
59. Tennis great, Arthur
60. Parisian me
answers on page 19
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‘Trolls World Tour’ sells out, in a bad way
“Trolls” is an enduring classic, a
charming contribution to computer
animation with characters and narrative glee just as colorful as every
eye-popping digital set piece.
Of course, a sequel would arrive
to keep the kiddos happy and even
enthuse a few adults along the way.
If only “Trolls World Tour” could
outshine or even match its endearing forebear. Instead, yet another
sequel crumbles under the pressure,
too laser focused on world building
rather than characters or the quirky
scenarios that made the first outing
so memorable.
Rather than explore new possi-

bilities, “World Tour” doubles
down on the franchise’s affinity for
music. The stakes decrease this
time around as rival Rock Trolls
threaten to assimilate all of trolldom. Apparently, all troll species,
from sea-dwelling Techno Trolls to
four-legged Funk Trolls, are classified by their genre preferences. But
one group – led by Queen Barb
(Rachel Bloom) – who bellow
“Rock Me Like a Hurricane” as
they attack, want everyone to unite
under the devil horns of rock.
But one troll stands in their way:
Queen Poppy (Anna Kendrick), the
franchise heroine and retroactive

photo courtesy of Universal Pictures

Rachel Bloom voices Queen Barb, leader of the Rock Trolls, in “Trolls
World Tour.”

leader of the Pop Trolls. With her
Debbie Downer sidekick Branch
(Justin Timberlake) – who hasn’t
got the gumdrops to tell Poppy
three special words – she believes
the power of hope and a sick
LMFAO track can subdue any negative vibes coming from the Rock
Trolls’ Flying Vs. Unlike “Trolls,”
however, they share more screen
time with supporting characters,
like Cooper (Ron Funches), who
goes in search other trolls who look
like him, perhaps even poop cupcakes or the occasional full cake
with candles.
Recall
the
premiere
of
“Guardians of the Galaxy,” a film
so obscure it shouldn’t work. But
the nostalgic allure of great songs,
humor and action evoked empathy
for a CGI raccoon and tree. Then
the sequels got drunk on their own
power. “World Tour” follows a similar path, becoming more a vehicle
for catchy songs – still nowhere
near as playful – than a charming
story.
Clever takes on pop songs textured “Trolls,” while the real star
was hilarious shenanigans and situational humor. “World Tour” forgets to tell jokes, so bound by plot

Online forum
helps people
Crowds flock to Gilmore Stadium with HIV
for travel and outdoors show
reduce debt

A photograph in the April 20, 1950, issue of the Park Labrea News
featured Denny Schmidt and Chief Needahbeh, of the Penobscot
Nation in Maine, at the Sportsmen’s Vacation and Trailer Show held
that year at the Gilmore Stadium. The chief was the special guest at
the outdoor show and was well known at the time as a writer and
advocate for outdoor sports. Schmidt, a Park La Brea resident and student at Hancock Park Elementary School, attended the show with his
father, J.D. Schmidt of Ogden Drive. The Gilmore Stadium was once
located on land currently occupied by CBS Television City and was
part of a complex owned and operated by the A.F. Gilmore Company,
which still owns the Original Farmers Market at Third and Fairfax.
The stadium was a popular site for midget auto racing, football and
other sporting events until it was demolished in 1952.

The Life Group LA is holding a
free online seminar on debt relief
for people living with HIV during
the COVID-19 pandemic on
Friday, April 17, from noon to 2
p.m.
The seminar will be presented in
conjunction with the LACBA
AIDS Legal Services Project and
will address consumer issues and
offer information about government programs that can provide
relief. The event presenter will be
attorney Henry Glowa, who has
extensive experience working with
people living with HIV/AIDS and
terminally ill patients.
Glowa has represented creditors
and debtors over the past 23 years.
He is passionate about helping
individuals and small businesses
suffering from the burdens of overwhelming debt. Glowa treats each
client in a professional, nonjudgmental and discreet way, with compassion and dignity.
Registration is required by visiting thelifegroupla.org/covid19.
The seminar will be held via Zoom.
Once registration is complete, an
email will be sent at 10 a.m. on
April 17 with the Zoom link. It is
suggested that the Zoom app be
downloaded prior to logging in.
For information, call (888)2088081.
Founded in 2005, Life Group
LA provides information and free
support through medical forums,
emotional support groups and the
POZ Life Weekend Seminar.
For information, visit thelifegroupla.org.

photo courtesy of Universal Pictures

Queen Poppy (Anna Kendrick) and Branch (Justin Timberlake) face off
against the Rock Trolls in “Trolls World Tour.”

points, hoping quaint characters
and excessive use of familiar tunes
can substitute for anything more
than juvenile distraction.
But distracting it is. New locales,
critters, visually-striking settings –
“World Tour” is rainbow porn.
Colors for every occasion pop off
the screen, even those decorating
the dusty residence of the Country
Trolls. Kids will stare in awe, even
if older audiences check out.
It’s a shame though, considering
the many recognizable names in the
voice cast, from Sam Rockwell as
Hickory and Kenan Thompson as a
glittery troll newborn, Tiny
Diamond, to various music artists:
George Clinton, Mary J. Blige,
Kelly Clarkson, Anderson .Paak
and Ozzy Osbourne, as King Trash,
fittingly enough.
“World Tour” doesn’t entirely
flop, even effectively using the rich
voice acting and singing talents of
Bloom, the viral comedian who
wrote and lead starred in The CW’s
“Crazy Ex-Girlfriend,” nabbing
Golden Globe, Emmy and Critics’
Choice awards and noms for her
efforts. As Barb, she pumps out
rock anthem after rock anthem, all

while channeling the angst of a
punk rocker (though no punk
appears on the soundtrack).
For that matter, a few jokes occasionally land, including Branch’s
effective eye massages on trolls and
creatures alike, and a gag that kinda
pays off with Rockwell’s Hickory.
More so, the film’s message of tolerance is timeless, especially the
need to accept people’s differences
rather than always look for common ground. If only “World Tour”
cares as much about execution as
its themes.
This comes into full bloom when
the story digresses into a generic
“We Are the World” anthem. But
hey, it’s hardly as tone deaf, socially or melodically, as a celeb a cappella stay-at-home rendition of
John Lennon’s “Imagine” that no
one asked for or needs right now (or
ever).
“Trolls” will return. Where cute
characters coalesce with merchandising, the future is bright.
Hopefully, this DreamWorks property doesn’t settle for the fate of too
many other animated series and
actually tries to correct the problem
rather than embrace it.
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Russian speakers seniors in Hollywood Testing at Cedars-Sinai
particularly in need of food, supplies
available by appointment
From page 1
Food Bank, which has been providing food boxes with shelf-stable
canned and boxed goods.
“I want to extend deep gratitude
to all who are volunteering to help
feed people and save lives,”
O’Farrell said. “Thank you, Ferris
Wehbe, Louis Abramson and all
who helped give wings to this community service project that ensures
our most vulnerable neighbors are
being taken care of.”
“Seniors are particularly vulnerable right now, not just to this virus,
but also to losing the resources they
rely on for food and medicine,” Ryu
said. “That’s why we all must do all
we can to support our seniors. The
Central Hollywood Neighborhood
Council understands this, and is
showing how communities can
work together to help our most vulnerable neighbors through this pandemic.”
State Assemblyman Richard
Bloom (D-Santa Monica) delivered
food to seniors last week and officers from the Los Angeles Police
Department’s Hollywood Division
have also pitched in making deliveries.
“When ‘Safer at Home’ began,
Hollywood Division’s Community
Police Advisory Board saw a need
in the local senior community,”
said Capt. Steven Lurie, commanding officer of the Hollywood
Division. “CPAB is calling all of
our local seniors and checking in,
and offering grocery or prescription
delivery to those who cannot – or
should not – leave their homes. I
am incredibly proud of the volunteers and sworn officers who are
participating.”
Wehbe said the project came
together when CHNC leaders considered what could be done to help
during the COVID-19 emergency.
Abramson, a Hollywood resident
who works as an astrophysicist in
Pasadena, had a valuable tool
already in hand. Chair of the

From page 1
CHNC’s outreach and homelessness committees, Abramson had
previously led the council in purchasing voter rolls from the county
with information about thousands
of residents in the 90028 and 90038
zip codes in Hollywood, including
approximately 4,000 seniors. The
voter rolls have addresses and
phone numbers.
“We got together to figure out
what we were going to do and we
realized we had this very powerful
tool,” Abramson said. “We realized
the people who really need this help
were seniors, so we focused on
them. We just picked up the phone
and started calling.”
Abramson said they had to sort
through hundreds of phone numbers that were no longer in service
or valid, but successfully reached
hundreds of people who requested
help. They mailed flyers to addresses for those they couldn’t reach by
phone.
Abramson had originally envisioned using the voter rolls for disaster preparedness outreach but
realized their value during the
COVID-19 emergency. They are
available for purchase by agencies
working in the public sector, neighborhood councils, political candidates and organizations conducting
canvassing.
Abramson became aware of the
voter rolls through his affiliation
with the campaign of former U.S.
Rep. Katie Hill (D-Santa Clarita).
CHNC’s operation started by taking grocery orders from seniors and
making trips to the store, but the
need quickly outpaced the organizations’ ability to handle that type
of operation.
They switched the model to
assembling donated food and
essentials, such as paper towels and
toilet paper, in bags and delivering
it to the people at their homes, Beck
said.
“It’s been a bit overwhelming for

a small organization. We are getting
a 30% increase every day for signups,” Beck added. “They are all our
stakeholders, and we want to help
all of them. If we weren’t doing
this, they might have to go outside,
and they are not supposed to do
that.”
Beck, who immigrated to the
United States from Russia with her
family in 1990, said there is a particular need in Hollywood’s
Russian-speaking community. She
answers 20 to 30 calls a day from
members of that community seeking help, she said.
“Most are over 65, many are in
their 70s and 80s, and don’t speak
English,” Beck said. “I have been
doing a lot of work to make sure
they are taken care of.”
Wehbe, who operates the
Hollywood Schoolhouse with his
wife, Debbie, donated the space for
operations and is overseeing
fundraising.
He said approximately $41,000
of $50,000 identified as the amount
needed to cover operations has been
raised, but donations are still needed.
O’Farrell’s office contributed
$5,000. Wehbe is working with the
Los Angeles Cedars Rotary
Foundation to collect additional
donations, and people are encouraged to visit lacedars.org/donate-lacovid-19-response-team.
The
CHNC has also created a hotline at
(818)738-9935, Wehbe said.
Plans currently call for the operations to run through May 15,
when the current “Safer at Home”
order expires.
Wehbe said he is taking things
day by day, and knows the CHNC
is making a difference.
“We have been successful in
keeping our seniors indoors and we
will continue our work,” Wehbe
said. “We are warriors in this fight
against the invisible enemy, and we
are going to beat it.”

Beverly Hills orders face coverings in public
In an ongoing effort to promote
public health and reduce the
spread of COVID-19, the city of
Beverly Hills issued an order on
April 9 that requires all people,
including essential workers, to
wear face coverings when they
leave their place of residence,
including for walks through the
neighborhood.
The order, which took effect on
April 10, requires coverings such
as a scarf, bandana or cloth.
Medical-grade masks are
encouraged for health care and
emergency workers only.
“We believe this action will
help to protect and ultimately save
lives,” Mayor Lester Friedman
said. “While we continue to ask
our community members to
remain at home, those who do go
outside and the people they
encounter will be safer.”
Drivers traveling alone or with
members of their households do
not need to wear face coverings
unless they must lower their windows for any purpose, such as to
interact with first responders,
food service workers or others
who are not members of their
households.
For information, visit beverlyhills.org/novelcoronavirus.

ment only and is not open to the
general public at this time.
Appointments are available for
the following day by visiting
lacovidprod.service-now.com/rrs.
“The clinic is for testing members of the public who were
referred to us by the Los Angeles
County Department of Public
Health. The clinic also serves to
test moderately symptomatic
Cedars-Sinai Medical Center
and Cedars-Sinai Medical
Network employees and medical
staff,” the statement read.
“Those who qualify for testing
will be pre-registered and given
an appointment. Our aim is to
protect our patients and staff
from potential exposure to
COVID-19.”
Members of the public who
are experiencing potential
COVID-19 symptoms such as
fever, dry cough, aches and tightness in the chest, should contact
their primary care physician, or
call 911 if experiencing severe
symptoms.
Two hundred appointments
have already been scheduled at
the site, and plans are in place for
more in the future. There are two
types of tests, nasal or oral, being
administered by staff, and people
can expect their results back
within three to four days.
Positive results will be shared by
a phone call and negative results
will be given through email.
Tests are limited to residents of
L.A. County who are in the most
high-risk categories and are considered most vulnerable, which
include those with symptoms
who are 65 or older, or those with
symptoms who have underlying
chronic health conditions.
Priority for tests are given to
first responders, critical government workers and health care
professionals.
For people who do not have
transportation, Cedars-Sinai can
accommodate pedestrians as
long as they have an appointment. For those who would like
to make an appointment but
don’t have access to the internet,
call 211 and operators can assist
with online registration to determine eligibility and appointment
details.
Vice President of the West
Hollywood West Residents
Association Manny Rodriguez
said a closer testing site to West
Hollywood was long overdue.
He added he has received positive feedback from his community about the news.

“People who might have the
symptoms, now that we have a
closer location, they can get in
their car and drive there,”
Rodriguez said.
The closest drive-thru site was
previously located at the VA
Parking Lot 15 in Brentwood at
100 Constitution Ave., and getting tested there was an issue
before, as testing was limited to
L.A. city residents, Rodriguez
said.
He added he was proud of the
West Hollywood City Council
for expanding the city’s testing
capabilities, especially Mayor
Pro Tempore Lindsey Horvath,
whom he has seen advocate for
more testing.
“This new testing is limited, I
get it,” Rodriguez said. “But that
doesn’t mean you shouldn’t
push, push, push, and that’s what
she’s been doing.”
Horvath said the Cedars-Sinai
testing site was a team effort and
was grateful for West Hollywood
city staff, the Los Angeles
County Department of Public
Health and Mayor Eric Garcetti
for working together to expand
COVID-19 testing.
“For folks who don’t have a
primary care physician, they
have a place, free of charge, to
get tested,” Horvath said. “It is
essential for people to get the
care they need.”
West Hollywood Councilman
John Heilman, however, said he
wanted the city to be cautious
with how testing could affect the
community, during a City
Council discussion on April 6.
“We don’t want people to get
tested and come back negative,
and feel like they are safe,”
Heilman said. “Then they’re
going to go out and get exposed
to other people who may be
infected. We don’t want to give
people a false sense of security.”
Horvath added it is important
to continue to follow the “Safer
at Home” orders and directives
by the Los Angeles Department
of Public Health to remain at
home in isolation if a person has
any COVID-19 symptoms.
Horvath said expanding testing helps flatten the curve and
the more information that people
have the better we’ll be in preventing the spread of COVID19.
“The people of West
Hollywood expect us to be advocating for their needs,” Horvath
said. “We hope that everybody
chooses to access it.”

School district bears brunt
of well plugging costs
From page 3

photo courtesy of Councilwoman Lili Bosse’s Twitter account

City Councilwoman Lili Bosse demonstrated the face coverings that
Beverly Hills residents are required to wear in public.

that some of these difficulties
may not be encountered again,”
Wunderlich said. “We’re hopeful
that it’s coming to an end, and if
things go smoothly, it will, but
past history tells us that sometimes we encounter difficulties.”
Epstein said the project has not
experienced any coronavirusrelated delays, as most of the oil
well supplies were already on

hand before the pandemic struck.
She also praised BHUSD for
working with the city on the oil
well project.
“We’ve had a nice working
relationship with the school district to try to resolve this issue.
It’s unfortunate that this was not
part of what Venoco was responsible for in their bankruptcy,”
Epstein said.
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Commission will settle tenant-landlord
disputes once members are sworn in
From page 1
forms from tenants, 13 to protect
them from eviction and one to prevent an illegal rent increase.
“We just saw the beginning of
what I think will occur. We have
received over 346 COVID-related
phone calls in the months of March
and April to date, and they have
until April 30 to submit the forms to
our office,” Morales said.
Morales added that she suspects
that many of those callers are gathering their documentation to prove a
COVID-19 impact – it can be as
simple as an email from an employer showing a reduction in pay or
hours, she said – in preparation of
that April 30 deadline.
Mark Elliot, of the Beverly Hills
Renters Alliance, said some landlords are asking their tenants to go
beyond what the city ordinance
requires. He highlighted Elm
Enterprises, which owns residential
properties on North Elm Drive, and
the letter allegedly sent to tenants
asking for not only a written communication from the tenants’
employers, but also each tenant’s
last three months of bank statements. Elm Enterprises did not
return interview requests.
“The tenant makes the decision
about what to supply to the landlord
… There’s no required documentation … no specific kind of document, and there’s no means test,”
Elliot said.
Morales said the city has reached
out to every landlord in the city via
email outlining the new regulations
approved last month. City Public
Information Manager Keith Sterling
added that the moratorium and rent
freeze have been posted on the
city’s website and publicized on all
of the city’s social media channels
and through press releases.
“We have utilized multiple
avenues to communicate the
updates to the landlords, including
direct contact,” Sterling said, “We
will continue to get the word out.
People get distracted, especially

during this time, but that’s why we
communicate through multiple
channels. We’re getting the information to them through one of our
channels.”
In cases where the ordinance is
not followed, city staff reaches out
to the landlords to advise them of
the ordinance, Morales said, and so
far, all landlords the city has contacted have been amenable and
complied with the rules. For
instance, Sterling said the city
reached out to Elm Enterprises to
ensure the landlord knew what the
ordinance required of tenants and
property owners, and Elm withdrew the eviction notice it issued
for nonpayment of rent.
“After the Rent Stabilization
Division’s work, they are not moving forward with any illegal evictions,” Sterling said.
Elliot said he’d like to see the city
do more to reach out to renters
directly.
“In that vacuum, the landlord can
move in and they can define what
they want the policy to be, what
they want the tenant to submit. That
became possible only because the
city did not communicate with tenants,” he said.
In the future, as more and more
people lose income and are unable
to pay rent, there are likely to be
some disputes between landlords
and tenants regarding how much
can be paid and who can pay it,
Vice Mayor Robert Wunderlich
said. “Both tenants and landlords
are going to suffer impacts. The
tenants suffering loss of income are
not able to pay the rents, and the
landlords when rent is not paid.
Landlords will have their own
expenses and will be suffering as
well,” he said.
If a disagreement arises, the
city’s
Rent
Stabilization
Commission will decide, though
that group is not yet sworn in. Until
then, a committee of City Council
members will decide. Morales said

Schiff wants state to open
unemployment assistance
On April 10, Rep. Adam Schiff
(D-Burbank) sent a letter to
California Labor Secretary Julie
A. Su urging the Employment
Development Department to prioritize making the application for
the new Pandemic Unemployment Assistance program
publicly available as soon as possible. This federally funded program provides compensation to
unemployed workers who are not
eligible for regular state benefits
– including self-employed, freelance, gig and contract workers –
but EDD has not begun accepting
PUA claims.
“I represent thousands of independent, freelance, contract and
gig workers – including many in
the entertainment industry – who
often do not fully qualify for standard unemployment benefits,”
Schiff wrote in the letter. “The
CARES Act, which was signed
into law two weeks ago, dramatically expands unemployment
coverage, and I led an effort in the
House to extend this coverage to
nontraditional and independent
workers. As states are now work-

ing to implement these expanded
federal benefits, I am hearing
from many of my newly eligible
constituents who are concerned
because they are not yet able to
apply and who are increasingly
worried as their financial responsibilities continue to mount without anticipated income.”
Gov. Gavin Newsom recently
announced that workers who
qualify for regular state benefits
will receive the $600 CARES
Act Pandemic Additional
Compensation payments beginning on April 12. However,
because the application for
Pandemic Unemployment Assistance is not yet available, thousands of self-employed, freelance, gig and contract workers
newly eligible for federally
funded PUA payments under the
CARES Act have not yet been
able to apply.
The state of California has
processed 2.3 million unemployment insurance claims in the past
four weeks. Applications for the
most recent week were up
2,400% over 2019.

the city is working to get the commission on board now.
“Because of COVID, the way we
meet is different. We’re trying to
resolve this issue in a GoToMeeting
format that will allow our commission to come on board, be sworn in,
to provide them with the training
they need to start. We’re working
hard this week to get this accomplished,” she said.
City Council members said the
city is likely to consider taking
additional action to help both
renters and landlords to the extent
that is possible. Many landlords’
mortgages are owned by banks,
which are ultimately overseen by
the federal government, but local
governments – including that of Los
Angeles – are working to push federal and state leaders to create additional assistance for landlords and
tenants.
Wunderlich said the Beverly
Hills City Council adopted rent
“forbearance instead of forgiveness,” but more help for renters
and landlords should be considered.
“I think it’s important for the city
to be helpful, for business and residents in the city, to help them take
advantage of the federal funds and
state funds that would be available.
We should be doing whatever we
can be doing to make them aware of
whatever is rarely available and
help them obtain it. I think it’s
worthwhile for us to contemplate
additional help the city might provide,” he said.
However, help from the city will
likely depend on municipal
finances, which will take a hit from
lost tax revenue from closed hotels,
restaurants and retail stores, among
other COVID-19 impacts.
City Councilman Julian Gold
said the city’s situation likely
depends on how long Beverly Hills
remains in a state of emergency.
“If we get out of this in the next
couple of months, maybe it will be
a lot easier for us to do things. If it’s
going to go for a while, it’s going to
be a different story, and we’re going
to have to think long and hard about
what we can do,” he said.
Once the city has a better idea of
the financial impact of the coronavirus, Wunderlich said, Beverly
Hills can look at multiple ways the
city could help.
“I don’t want to prejudge what
form it might take, but [I would like
to] to hear of what options and possibilities [of what] we might do with
our finances to see what might be
possible for us,” he said.
Gold said, finances permitting,
he’d like to help as many Beverly
Hills stakeholders as possible. He
noted that the council has “tried to
balance both sides” of the renterlandlord relationship, and while
the city has put forth an ordinance
to help renters, the council should
also try to help mom-and-pop landlords who depend on rental income
to pay the mortgage. Otherwise, he
said, those landlords may have to
sell their property to a corporation,
which will ultimately impact the
quality of life in the city.
“Assuming that the city has
resources, I believe that we should
do everything we can to help support our people, our landlords, our
tenants, our residents and our businesses. That’s a process that’s going
to take some time to figure out,” he
said.
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The new Peter Zumthor-designed LACMA building will span
Wilshire Boulevard.

Construction crews take
precautions for COVID-19
From page 1
county, state and CDC guidelines,” the museum’s statement
said.
The museum added that the
demolition work will be done “in
accordance with government
guidelines,” including the use of
“full protective gear, enhanced
cleaning protocols and social distancing rules.”
Greg Goldin, a co-founder of
the Citizens Brigade to Save
LACMA, which opposes the
new building, said during the
pandemic, construction should
be halted on the project.
“On a personal level, I find it
enormously hurtful. The Bing
auditorium is gone. I can’t put it
exactly into words, but it just
feels as if an essential cultural
landmark is being shredded in
our city in the middle of the crisis
that has undermined our confidence and our sense of worth as a
place across the board. At a
moment where our institutions
need to be strongest, we’re tearing one down,” Goldin said.
Goldin said his group opposed
the construction of the new building because of its smaller size
and the way the new building
will force LACMA’s art to be
presented all together on one
floor, instead of organized into
departments and collections.
Joseph Giovannini, an architect and architecture critic who
works with the Citizens Brigade,
published a series of articles in
the Los Angeles Review of
Books criticizing the LACMA
building and LACMA Director
Michael Govan. He said based
Elliot said once the city has a better idea of its financial situation, he
hopes more assistance will be coming for renters.
“We really took it on the chin
with sales tax and hospitality taxes.
We’ll know more at the next council meeting what that looks like
[but] we’re a city of a lot of means,
and we certainly could do it,” he
said.
In the meantime, Gold and
Wunderlich urged Beverly Hills
residents to stay positive and continue supporting each other and the
local businesses while practicing
social distancing.
“Thank you to everyone who is
doing the right thing to do the steps
we can do as individuals to end this
pandemic as soon as we can,”
Wunderlich said.
“We’ll have some work to do on

on his interviews with architects
and developers, it’s likely that
construction costs have increased
since the project was first proposed. If the museum’s funding
falls short, taxpayers may have to
fund the rest of the building during a possible recession,
Giovannini claims.
Goldin said the Citizens
Brigade is hosting an architectural competition for the new
LACMA building, and according
to Goldin, 70 architecture firms
entered their designs, which can
either include the four existing
buildings or start with the blank
slate that would be created by the
four buildings’ demolition.
The competition has not been
sanctioned by Los Angeles
County.
The museum’s blog post also
said that in the midst of the pandemic, “there is an unquantifiable
benefit for LACMA to reaffirm
our commitment to our mission
and our community by moving
forward with the building project.” Not only does the construction create jobs – up to 4,000 jobs
over the next four years, by the
museum’s count – but the museum has garnered almost 90% of
the pledges needed for the building’s $650 million capital campaign, the blog post added.
“LACMA’s board of trustees
recently reaffirmed its commitment to the project, recognizing
that our new building is a powerful and visible signal to Los
Angeles of renewed vitality and
an engine for recovery after this
crisis,” the blog post said.
the other side of this, but we’re
going to be fine,” Gold said. “Our
business will be fine. Our residents
will be fine. We just have to be
optimistic that we can get through
it quickly.”
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