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Full steam ahead on
Friars Club project

B Developer, hotel reach deal on noise, rentals

BY CAMERON KISZLA

The Friars Club project received
full City Council approval on Feb.
18 after a deal was reached between
the developer, GPI Companies, and
the Peninsula Beverly Hills hotel.

The project was partially

approved in the Feb. 4 City Council

two sides showed progress on a
compromise on issues like con-
struction noise and short-term
home rentals. After an agreement
was reached on Feb. 18, the council
voted 4-1 to give the four-story,
mixed-use project the final go-
ahead, with Mayor John Mirisch

See Hotel page 26

meeting after representatives of the
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The ownership of the Peninsula Beverly Hills hotel worried the nearby
mixed-use project might hurt their business.

Mitch O’Farrell wants scooters off stars

m Councilman plans to
restrict devices from
Walk of Fame

BY JOSE HERRERA

Instead of zipping up and down
the Hollywood Walk of Fame on a
scooter, tourists and Angelenos
may have to stick to walking as
Los Angeles City Councilman
Mitch O’Farrell, 13th District,
plans to restrict e-scooters and
similar devices from the famous
attraction.

The e-scooters were first
allowed by the Los Angeles
Department of Transportation in
2018 as part of its One-Year
Dockless On-Demand Personal
Mobility Pilot Program as a means
of exploring an alternative method
of getting around the city.
However, O’Farrell proposed
restricting the use of scooters for a
120-day trial period on the
Hollywood Walk of Fame because
the vehicles clutter the streets and
pose a safety threat to pedestrians,
he said.

The restriction would prevent
the wuse of e-scooters on
Hollywood Boulevard between La
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Los Angeles City Councilman Mitch O’Farrell wants to restrict e-scoot-
ers and similar devices from the Hollywood Walk of Fame.

Brea Avenue and Gower Street,
and Vine Street between Yucca
Street and Sunset Boulevard, to
keep the public right-of-way open,
O’Farrell said.

“I want them to be geo-fenced
for a trial period, and by the end of
the period, the scooter companies
will make up a plan for why we
should keep them,” O’Farrell said.
“l want them out of the

Hollywood Walk of Fame. The
scooters are driving down at 12
miles per hour and endanger
pedestrians.”

O’Farrell requested  the
LADOT conduct a survey on
potentially banning the e-scooters
from the Hollywood Enter-
tainment District using geo-fenc-

See Scooter page 25

Proposed offices draw lots of opposition

B Beverly Hills residents
pushing back against
Creative Offices Project

BY CAMERON KISZL A

The proposed development of
office space for companies in the
entertainment industry on a 60-
foot-wide strip of land in Beverly
Hills is drawing some consterna-
tion.

Beverly Hills resident Robbie
Anderson said he sent a mailer to
approximately 1,800 homes warn-
ing about the development of Lots
12 and 13, located at 9200 Santa
Monica Blvd., between Santa
Monica Boulevard and Civic
Center Drive, which is known as
the Beverly Hills Creative Offices
Project.

An application filed with the city
in September by the Beverly Hills
Land Company shows plans to
build 11 buildings collectively
totaling more than 100,000 square
feet of office space on the land. If
approved without changes, most of
the 11 buildings, which are oriented
in a straight line, would be four sto-
ries tall, with two three-story build-
ings on each end. Some of the
buildings would be connected to
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Lots 12 and 13 were once home to nearly 200 eucalyptus trees, but they

were cut down in 2015.

their neighbors using aerial walk-
ways, while others would not; how-
ever, all of the buildings would
share a one-floor underground
parking garage. As part of the pro-
ject, some land — identified as Lot
13 and Lot 13A, a smaller parcel
situated as a median in Santa
Monica Boulevard — would be
donated to the city.

Dale Goldsmith, a partner of
Armbruster Goldsmith & Delvac

and the BHLC’s listed representa-
tive, did not return requests for
more information.

Anderson said he’s concerned
about the buildings, as they will be
tall enough to provide sightlines
into the backyards of the homes
across Santa Monica Boulevard, as
well as the loss of dozens of
metered parking spaces that abut

See Offices page 25

Buses no longer headed
for the Hollywood Hills

B New law restricts
tour bus access to
designated streets

BY JOSE HERRERA

The Los Angeles City Council
voted unanimously to pass a new
law on Feb. 25 that allows the
Department of Transportation to
designate and restrict on which
streets tour buses can operate.

Additionally, a series of escalat-
ing fines for violating the law have
been laid out in the ordinance.

“For far too long, unscrupulous

tour bus operators have been
putting their passengers and the
public at risk by driving up nar-
row hillside roads that weren’t
built for heavy vehicles, making
illegal U-turns and allowing pas-
sengers to hop on and off behind
blind curves,” said Councilman
David Ryu, 4th District.

The new law will allow the
LADOT to study road width,
crash patterns, visibility and
other factors in determining
whether a street is safe for tour
bus operations. Streets deter-

See Safety page 25
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Tour buses are a frequent sight around Hollywood Boulevard.
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‘Frankenstein’

Actor Stacy Keach stars as the Creature
in L.A. Theatre
Works’ new adap-
tion of “Franken-
sntein” by BBC’s
Kate McAIl run-
ning from Friday,
Feb. 28, through
Sunday, March 1,
in UCLA’s James
Bridges Theater. The performances will
be recorded for future radio broadcasts
and online streaming. The cast also
includes Seamus Dever, Mike
McShane, Karen Malina White and
Darren Richardson. Showtimes are 8
pm., Feb. 28; 3 and 8 p.m., Feb. 29;
and 4 p.m., March 1. A post-perfor-
mance discussion will be held after the
3 p.m. performance on Feb. 29, moder-
ated by Leslie S. Klinger, author of
“The New Annotated Frankenstein.”
Tickets start at $15. 235 Charles E.
Young Drive. (310)827-0889, latw.org.

Japan House Salon

Japan House Salon is holding “Aroma
& Mindfulness: An Exploration and
Discovery of the Senses, Built on the
Aromas of HIDA”
on Saturday, Feb
29, from 10 a.m.
to noon and 1 to 3
p-m. The identical
workshop  held
twice on the same
day will be led by
Soto Zen monk
Rev. Shumyo Kojima. Participants will
learn the basics of shojin ryori
(Buddhist cuisine) and how it embodies
Zen philosophy and aesthetics. They
will gain insight from film clips of tra-
ditional monasteries and a discussion of
cooking practices and experience a sho-
jin ryori meal in the same manner as
monks in quiet contemplation. The cost
is $20. 6801 Hollywood Blvd. japan-
house.jp.

Hope Levy

Los Angeles singer and songwriter
Hope Levy will
perform songs on
her new recording
“Far Sawrey” on
Saturday, Feb 29,
at 7:30 p.m. at
Genghis Cohen.
The show features
toe tapping, folk
pop originals and covers. Tickets are
$10. 740 N. Fairfax Ave. hopelevy.com.

Colburn Orchestra

The Eli and Edythe Broad Stage wel-
comes the return of the Colburn
Orchestra, under the baton of conductor
Peter Oundjian, on Saturday, Feb. 29, at
7:30 p.m. The pro-
gram begins with
Hungarian com-
poser Zoltan
Kodaly’s “Dances
of Galanta,” fol-
lowed by Emman-
uel Sejourné’s
“Marimba Conc-
erto” and Antonin Dvofdk’s Symphony
No. 6, Op. 60. Tickets start at $15. 1310
11th St., Santa Monica. (310)434-3200,
thebroadstage.org.

‘American Jewish
Music Festival’

Enjoy an exploration of diverse musical
styles at the “UCLA American Jewish
Music  Festival: Music Crossing
Boundaries”  on
Sunday, March 1,
from 11 am. to 8
p-m. in the univer-
sity’s Schoenberg
Music  Building.
From classical to
klezmer, tango to
Middle Eastern,
bluegrass to Broadway, hear how
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UCLA’s Center for the Art of Performance presents Aguas Trio featuring
Gustavo Ovalles on Friday, Feb. 28, at 8 p.m. in Royce Hall. Cuban
pianist Omar Sosa and violinist and vocalist Yilian Cafiizares have cre-
ated Aguas Trio, performing an inventive and engaging mix of the artists’
Afro-Cuban roots, western classical music and jazz. Aguas Trio reflects
the perspectives of two generations of Cuban artists living outside their
homeland. The trio also features Venezuelan percussionist Gustavo
Ovalles, Tickets start at $28. 10745 Dickson Court. (310)825-2101,

cap.ucla.edu.

Jewish music and culture has interacted
with and been influenced by other cul-
tures and music. The event includes
concerts, discussions and workshops.
Tickets start at $10. 445 Charles E.
Young Drive East. schoolof-
music.ucla.edu.

Filipino film

American Cinematheque is holding a
screening celebrating Filipino filmmak-
er Lav Diaz on Sunday, March 1, at 5
p.m. at the Egyptian Theatre. The event
includes a screening of Diaz’s “Batang
West Side” (2001), a murder-mystery

set against the illusion of the American
dream. The story begins with the slay-
ing of Hanzel (Yul Servo), a Filipino
youth from Jersey City. Detective Juan
Mijares (Joel Torre) sets out to solve the
case, discovering some relentlessly
bleak truths about the Philippine dias-
poric experience. Tickets are $12. 6712
Hollywood Blvd. americancinemath-
eque.com.

Jordan Davis

Country music star Jordan Davis will
participate in an intimate conversation
moderated by Scott Goldman on

Monday, March 2,
at 7 p.m. at the
Grammy  Mus- [
eum. MCA Nash- | #
ville’s Jordan Da-
vis has been
named an “Artist
to Watch” by
Billboard, Rolling Stone and many
other publications. The discussion will
be followed by a performance. Tickets
are $30. 800 W. Olympic Blvd.
(213)765-6800, grammymuseum.org.

Art of Julie Mehretu

Art experts will participate in “Feminist
Perspectives on Julie Mehretu,” a panel
discussion on Monday, March 2, at 7:30
pm. in the Los Angeles County
Museum of Art’s BCAM. The discus-
sion is being held in conjunction with
“Julie Mehretu,” a mid-career survey of
the artist’s work. Rujeko Hockley, co-
curator of “Julie Mehretu” and assistant
curator at the Whitney Museum of
American Art, will moderate the discus-
sion with artist Sadie Barnette; indepen-
dent curator Essence Harden; Erin
Christovale, associate curator at the
Hammer Museum; and Cecilia Fajardo-
Hill, art historian and visiting lecturer at
Princeton University. Admission is free,
but tickets are required. 5905 Wilshire
Blvd. lacma.org.

Piano Trio Celeste

Join the Music Guild for a concert by
Piano Trio Celeste on Monday, March
2, at 8 p.m. at the University
Synagogue. The concert includes works
by Mozart, Mendelssohn and
Tchaikovsky. Tickets start at $56.
11960 Sunset Blvd., Brentwood.
(310)558-3500, themusicguild.org.

The Pack @
The Pico

The Pack @ The Pico will present
staged readings of new short comedies
by Drama Desk Award winner and
Emmy nominee Eugene Pack on
Tuesday, March 3, at 7:30 p.m. The cast
includes Laraine Newman, Dana
Gould, Willie Garson, Bill Smitrovich,
Spencer Garrett, Milanka Brooks,
Jennifer Grant, Intae Kim, Rebecca
Lane, Bruce Nozick, Tim Ransom,
Dayle Reyfel, Lynne Stewart, Beth

Triffon, Terry Walters and Bradley
White. Admission is $10. 10508 Pico
Blvd. (800)838-3006, thepack.brown-
papertickets.com.

Pianist Thomas
Kotcheff

Composer and pianist Thomas
Kotcheff will perform on Tuesday,
March 3, at 8 p.m. at the Zipper Concert
Hall. As a new music pianist, Kotcheff
has dedicated himself to commission-
ing and premiering new piano works.
The program includes Frederic Rzew-
ski’s “Songs of Insurrection.” Tickets
are $40; $20 for students. 200 S. Grand
Ave. pianospheres.org.

‘Home’

The Broad Stage presents the Southern
California premiere of “Home,” created
by Geoff Sobelle, running from
Wednesday, March 4, through Sunday,
March 8. The work explores the rela-
tionship between “house” and “home.”
Showtimes are 7:30 p.m., March 4-6; 2
and 7:30 p.m., March 7; 2 p.m., March
8. Tickets start at $39. 1310 11th St.,
Santa Monica. (310)434-3200, the-
broadstage.org.

Beverly Hills
Chamber

Beverly Hills Chamber of Commerce is
holding “Get to Know Your Chamber”
on Thursday, March 5, from 8 to 9:30
a.m. The organization will welcome
new, current and future members and
outline the benefits of membership.
Admission is free. 9400 S. Santa
Monica Blvd., Second Floor. beverly-
hillschamber.com.

Building a business

The Jewish Free Loan Association is
hosting a professional mixer for busi-
ness owners on Thursday, March 5,
from 9 to 10:30 a.m. at the office of
Nelson Hardiman, LLP. California
Lutheran University professor Mary Jo
Shane will present a discussion titled
“Building a Successful Business: How
to Develop Your Mission and Vision.”
Advance admission is $10; $18 at the
door. 1100 Glendon Ave., 14th Floor.
jfla.org.
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Fireworks at last City Council candidates forum

B Format allows for
discussion that gets
heated at times

BY CAMERON KISZLA

On Feb. 24, the Beverly Hills
Active Adult Club’s City Council
Candidates Forum provided the
final chance for the six hopefuls to
make their mark before the elec-
tions on March 3, when voters will
select two council members to
serve four-year terms.

On stage before a crowd of
approximately 40 people at the
community center at Roxbury Park,
the challengers — write-in candidate
and attorney Aimee Zeltzer,

Planning Commissioner  Lori
Greene Gordon, member of the
city’s Technology —Committee
Robin Rowe and Rabbi Sidney
“Simcha” Green — and the incum-
bents — Dr. Julian Gold and Lili
Bosse — covered several topics in a
format that allowed more back-and-
forth debate than in previous candi-
date forums.

Moderator Les Bronte, president
of the Beverly Hills Active Adult
Club and a former mayor of
Beverly Hills, quizzed the candi-
dates with individual questions tai-
lored to their backgrounds and cam-
paign platforms, especially on
issues that would affect seniors.
After each candidate answered,
their opponents were given the

chance to respond with their own
opinions or address comments
made by the others on stage.

With the state pushing Beverly
Hills to build 3,100 housing units,
the issue of housing deeply divided
the candidates, with the incumbents
and Planning Commissioner
Gordon proposing incremental
change and challengers Rowe and
Zeltzer offering unorthodox solu-
tions.

Gordon suggested amending the
city’s general plan to allow
increased height and density —
which currently stands at three sto-
ries and units no smaller than 1,000
square feet — to allow for more

See Contentious page 26

Leaders talk affordable housing at roundtable

B Schiff bill would use
tax breaks to create
more low-income units

BY CAMERON KISZL A

In East Hollywood on Feb. 21,
U.S. Rep. Adam Schiff (D-
Burbank) joined state lawmakers,
representatives from multiple local
cities, nonprofit leaders and resi-
dents of affordable housing to talk
about a new bill Schiff is proposing
and what else can be done to allevi-
ate the housing crisis.

Schiff’s bill, the Affordable and
Homeless Housing Incentives Act,
would allow property owners who
sell to affordable housing operators
— in this case, state and local gov-
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U.S. Rep. Adam Schiff and Assemblywoman Laura Friedman discussed
affordable housing at a roundtable on Feb. 21.

ernment entities, tribally designated
housing entities, community hous-
ing development organizations and
low-income housing nonprofits — to
avoid having to pay capital gains
tax as long as they purchase a

replacement property within three
years.

If signed into law, Schiff’s bill
would also require that the afford-

See Local page 25

State offers funding for
earthquake preparation

When he bought his home in
2012, David Beilfuss knew that it
would be the biggest investment
his family would make. The 1925
bungalow sits on a quiet street
lined with picturesque oak trees
in northeastern Pasadena.

Though it is a safe, comfort-
able neighborhood for his chil-
dren to grow up in, Beilfuss
feared that an unpredictable
earthquake could bring the struc-
ture to the ground unless he spent
the money needed for a seismic
retrofit.

Today, there are more than 1.2
million vulnerable homes in
California that reside in high-
seismic-hazard areas. Many
homeowners know that their
homes are at risk when an earth-
quake occurs but are unaware
that they can protect their homes
with a seismic retrofit.

California’s Earthquake Brace
+ Bolt grant program provides
homeowners in eligible ZIP
codes with $3,000 to help offset
the cost of completing a seismic
retrofit.

“Like many Californians, we
are house rich and cash poor,”
Beilfuss said. “Our home could
simply fall off its foundation in
the event of an earthquake, leav-
ing my family and me homeless.
My wife and I knew that even
with earthquake insurance we
needed to do more to protect our
family, our home and our invest-
ment.”

Beilfuss retrofitted his home
with a grant from the EBB pro-
gram in 2019.

“By undergoing a seismic
retrofit, older houses that were
not built to withstand an earth-
quake are braced and bolted into
their foundation,” said Janiele
Maffei, chief mitigation officer
for the California Earthquake
Authority. “This helps to prevent
the home from sliding off its
foundation in the event of an
earthquake and reduces the
amount of damage a house can
incur.”

With $13.2 million in funding,
EBB will offer over 4,400 retrofit
grants in 2020. To date, almost
10,000 Californians have streng-
thened their homes by success-
fully completing the retrofitting
process with EBB.

Eligible homeowners have
until March 19 to apply for retro-
fit funding through EBB. Once
registration closes, participating
homeowners will be selected
through a random drawing and
notified via email if they have
been selected or if they are on the
wait list.

A full list of eligible ZIP codes
— which include portions of Los
Angeles, Beverly Hills and West
Hollywood — and a searchable
directory with more than 1,000
licensed, FEMA-trained contrac-
tors is available. To apply and for
detailed program information,
visit earthquakebracebolt.com.

JULIAN GOLD, M.D. FOR nitisCITY COUNCIL

VOTE GOLL

Dr. Julian Gold is endorsed by:

Beverly Hills Firefighters' Association
Beverly Hills Police Officers Association
Beverly Hills Chamber of Commerce Leadership PAC
9 Beverly Hills Mayors
26 Beverly Hills Commissioners

Hundreds of your Beverly Hills Neighbors

TO VOTE FOR DR. GOLD:

Complete your vote by mail ballot OR vote at the polls.
If you vote at the polls follow these steps:

v/ STEP #1: CLICK THE m BUTTON

v’ STEP #2: SELECT JULIAN A. GOLD

NOTE: ¥ YOU ACCIDENTALLY SELECT TWO TAMDIDATES ON 7AGE OMNE YOU
HAYE JO DESELECT OMNE WN OROEE YO SRUICT DE QOO UM PAGE 2

GoldForBeverlyHills.com + (310) 288-0663
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BY EDWIN FOLVEN

Detectives with the Los
Angeles Police Department’s
West Traffic Division are seeking
a driver who allegedly struck and
killed an 87-year-old man in
Koreatown on Feb. 22, as well as
a second driver who also struck
the victim’s body and drove
away.

The collision occurred at
approximately 4 a.m. near the
intersection of Eighth Street and
Westmoreland Avenue. The sus-
pect was driving a white, four-
door BMW sedan eastbound on
Eighth Street and allegedly
struck the victim, who was cross-
ing west of Westmoreland
Avenue outside of a marked
crosswalk.

The male driver stopped and
momentarily got out of the vehi-

Hit-and-runs claim the life of
elderly victim in Koreatown

cle. Witnesses told him to remain
at the scene, but the suspect re-
entered the car and drove away
eastbound on Eighth Street,
police said. Witnesses described
the suspect as Asian, 5 feet 7
inches to 5 feet 9 inches tall.

After witnesses called police
and were waiting at the scene,
another driver in a white Honda
Accord ran over the victim’s
body and drove away. No further
information was available about
that driver.

A $50,000 reward is available
for information that leads to the
arrest and conviction of the sus-
pects. Anyone with information
is urged to contact West Traffic
Detectives at (213)473-0234 or
(213)473-0232. During week-
ends and off-hours, call the
LAPD’s hotline at
(877)LAPD247.

Settlement reached in federal
lawsuit against CRA/LA

CRA/LA has agreed to pay $3.1
million to resolve allegations that
its predecessor violated the False
Claims Act by knowingly failing to
comply with federal accessibility
laws when it financed and assisted
in the development of affordable
housing in Los Angeles supported

by federal funds, the U.S.
Department of Justice has
announced.

CRA/LA is the successor to the
Community Redevelopment

Agency of the City of Los Angeles,
a local redevelopment agency that
financed and assisted in the devel-
opment of multifamily affordable
housing using local tax money and
federal community development
grants. In 2011, the state of
California dissolved all redevelop-
ment agencies. CRA/LA is winding
down the affairs of its predecessor.

Recipients of federal housing
development funds must comply
with federal accessibility laws,
including Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act, the Americans
with Disabilities Act and the Fair
Housing Act. The laws prohibit dis-
crimination against people with dis-
abilities by recipients of federal
financial assistance.

For example, they require 5% of
all units in certain federally assisted
multifamily housing be accessible
for people with mobility impair-
ments and an additional 2% be
accessible for people with visual
and auditory impairments.
Recipients of federal funds must

implement accessible programs
related to housing, including main-
taining a publicly available list of
accessible units with a description
of their accessibility features,
adopting policies and procedures to
ensure that people who need the
accessibility features of those units
occupy them and designating at
least one individual to coordinate
accessibility efforts.

The settlement resolves claims
against CRA/LA in a lawsuit alleg-
ing that its predecessor, along with
the city of Los Angeles, received
money from the U.S. Department
of  Housing and Urban
Development based on false claims
they were complying with federal
accessibility laws.

As to CRA/LA’s predecessor, the
United States’ lawsuit alleged at
least nine multifamily housing
properties fell significantly short of
federal accessibility laws since
2005. Examples of alleged defects
included slopes and ramps too steep
for people in wheelchairs; tall
thresholds restricting wheelchair
access; kitchen cabinets, shelves
and surfaces outside the accessible
reach range of people in wheel-
chairs; sinks, grab bars and mail-
boxes mounted outside the accessi-
ble reach range of people in wheel-
chairs; uninsulated pipes below
sinks and lavatories; a lack of
accessible parking spaces; and
insufficient visual alarms and tactile
signs for people with hearing and
visual impairments.

BHPD plans DUI checkpoint

The Beverly Hills Police
Department’s Traffic Bureau will
conduct a sobriety and driver’s
license checkpoint on Friday, Feb.
28, from 9 p.m. to 3 am. at an
undisclosed location in the city.

Motorists passing through the
checkpoint will be stopped and
contacted by uniformed officers,
who will check for alcohol- and
drug-impaired drivers. Officers
will also check to make sure all
motorists have a valid driver’s
license.

The

Beverly Hills Police

Department supports the California
Office of Traffic Safety’s campaign
titled “DUI Doesn’t Just Mean
Booze.” Prescription drugs, partic-
ularly those with a driving or oper-
ating machinery warning on the
label, can cause impairment, as can
marijuana.

Funding for the checkpoint was
provided through a grant from the
California Office of Traffic Safety
and the National Highway Traffic
Safety Administration. For infor-
mation, call Sgt. Gregg Mader at
(310)285-2140.

Police seek more victims in rental scam

BY EDWIN FOLVEN

Police have arrested a 22-year-
old woman for allegedly perpetrat-
ing a scam involving a stolen iden-
tity that was used to rent apartments
in Hollywood. Authorities surmise
there may be additional victims and
are seeking information.

The suspect, Courtney Lane
Joseph, was arrested in early
February at her residence in
Inglewood after police were noti-
fied by a Hollywood property man-
ager about the alleged identity theft.
Detective Patrick Aluotto, with the
Los Angeles Police Department’s
Hollywood Division, said the sus-
pect attempted to rent an apartment
on Santa Monica Boulevard using
the Social Security number of a vic-
tim from San Francisco. The identi-
ty theft victim has the same first and
last name of the suspect, but the
middle name is different. Detectives
are unsure how Joseph obtained the
victim’s Social Security number.

Aluotto said Joseph allegedly
used an authentic driver’s license
and passport in January to rent the
apartment, but submitted a fake
Social Security card. When the
property manager ran her credit, the
victim in San Francisco was noti-

photo courtesy of the LAPD
Authorities released a photograph
of the alleged rental scam suspect,
Courtney Lane Joseph and are
asking any additional victims to
come forward.

fied and called representatives of
the rental company, who in turn
called police.

Aluotto obtained a search warrant
for the suspect’s residence and
while there found evidence of
another similar scam in which the
suspect rented an apartment near
Hollywood Boulevard and Vine

Street. When investigators went
there, they found the unit had been
subleased to someone from China,
but the occupant was gone. Aluotto
has been unable to locate that indi-
vidual.

“My suspicion is she Airbnb’d
it,” Aluotto said.

Investigators believe there are
other victims because the identity
theft victim in San Francisco told
authorities that four credit checks
had been conducted using her
Social Security number, leaving
two unaccounted for. He encour-
aged people to use credit monitor-
ing as a means of protection against
identity theft.

“We have all kinds of rental
scams, including people trying to
rent apartments using other people’s
identification. Usually they create
an ID that is easy to recognize as
fake,” Aluotto said. “I have never
seen one where a suspect has gotten
a victim with the same name and a
Social Security number.”

Joseph was booked for identity
theft and was released on $50,000
bail. She is scheduled to appear in
court on March 3.

Anyone with information about
the case is urged to contact Aluotto
at (213)972-2929.

Hollywood burglary suspect faces charges

BY EDWIN FOLVEN

Police in Hollywood have arrest-
ed an identity theft and burglary
suspect who allegedly entered
unoccupied offices and stole vic-
tims’ property.

The suspect, Quentun Nakail
Hubbard, 29, was arrested on Feb.
11 at an undisclosed location.
Police believe he entered multiple

offices in buildings throughout the
greater Los Angeles area and stole
purses, wallets and laptop comput-
ers. It was unclear how long
Hubbard, a resident of Tennessee,
has been in Los Angeles. He
allegedly used the alias Gabriel
Levi.

Hubbard remains in custody on
$670,000 bail pending multiple
court appearances scheduled

through March
10. Police believe
there are addi-
tional victims and
are asking people
with information

call Det. Brian Quentun
Richardson with Hubbard
the LAPD’s

Hollywood Division, at (213)972-
2928.
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PLBRA heads a new direction

B Group selects first new
president since 2011
BY EDWIN FOLVEN

The Park La Brea Residents
Association has new leadership
after the organization’s board elect-
ed Susan Ferris as president, Robert
Shore as vice president and Barbara
Gallen as secretary at a recent meet-
ing in January.

The nonprofit association repre-
sents approximately 20,500 resi-
dents of the Park La Brea complex
at 6200 W. Third St., said Donald
Harris, a longtime member and vol-
unteer who oversees day-to-day

affairs for the association. The
PLBRA currently has approxim-
ately 100 members. The organiza-
tion plans to take a fresh approach
in 2020.

“The board meets the first
Tuesday of each month and all are
welcome,” Harris said. “We hope
more people will consider joining
us to see the wonderful things we
are doing.”

Ferris, a 14-year Park La Brea
resident who lives in one of the
complex’s garden apartments on
Sixth Street, said she has long want-
ed to get more involved with issues
affecting residents. As owner of
Bohemia Group, an entertainment

Mid City West Community
Council seeking nonprofits

The Mid City  West
Community Council announced
the start of the 2020 Neighbor-
hood Purpose Grant cycle. Public
schools and 501(c)3 nonprofits
are encouraged to submit appli-
cations for projects that provide
community benefit for MCW
stakeholders.

Applicants may apply for
awards of up to $5,000. Selected
projects may range from seed
funding to start a community gar-
den, local beautification activi-
ties or neighborhood resource
fairs within Mid City West
boundaries.

The deadline to submit complet-
ed applications is April 3. Selected

grantees will be notified in May.

Applications must include the
NPG application, completed and
signed; a project budget, submit-
ted on a separate sheet if needed;
the MCW application addendum;
and nonprofit applicants must
submit organization’s IRS Letter
of Determination, while public
school applicants must also sub-
mit a letter on school letterhead
signed by the principal.

For application materials and
more information, visit bit.ly/2P-
qwrYZ. Completed applications
should be emailed to MCW
Nonprofit Representative Lauren
Nichols at Inichols@midcity-
west.org.

Proven,

company in-
volved  with
talent manage-
ment and pro-
duction, Ferris
said she has
experience in
communica-

tions and cohe-
sively working
together with
people to get
things  done.
She wants to
take the associ-
ation in a new direction by getting
involved with more advocacy on
issues in the neighborhoods sur-
rounding Park La Brea. She cited
upcoming construction projects,
including a proposed development
at the Town and Country shopping
center at Third Street and Fairfax
Avenue, as issues in which the
PLBRA board could be more
involved.

“I think there was a need for fresh-
ness, a need for new voices,” said
Ferris, who succeeded former
PLBRA President Bernie Clinch,
who served since 2011. “T’d like to
see more people get involved. I'd like
to see it become more 21st century.”

Ferris said the new board leader-
ship has only met once since the
January election and is in the
process of determining how to
move forward during the coming
year. Because of the upcoming pri-
mary election on March 3, the next
PLBRA board meeting will be held
the following day on Wednesday,
March 4, at 7 p.m. in the Park La
Brea Activities Center, 475 S.
Curson Ave.

The PLBRA also presents music,
films and other cultural and educa-
tional events, and Ferris said she

photo courtesy of
Susan Ferris

Susan Ferris

photo by Edwin Folven

The Park La Brea Residents Association will next meet on March 4.

would like to increase that pro-
gramming. Additionally, the associ-
ation serves as a liaison between
residents and Park La Brea man-
agement, which has already met
with the new PLBRA leadership.

“We are very excited about the
new board,” said John Burney,
director of resident services for
Park La Brea. “We are happy Susan
was elected president. She brings a
fresh approach to resident concerns
and we look forward to this coming
year.”

Members of the PLBRA serve
one-year terms. In addition to the
board leadership, members include
Elizabeth Bowen, Chelle Buffone,

Stephanie Castro, Ramses Diaz,
Michael Ann Easton, Gulsen Kan,
Tobi Levine, Anne McLean,
Patricia McLean, Jeffrey Roth and
Leslie Shapiro. Harris encouraged
anyone seeking information to call
(323)934-1177.

Ferris said that she is optimistic
about her new position and is anx-
ious to move quickly.

“We really are just getting start-
ed. Obviously, I would like to hear
from people about what they think
the issues are,” Ferris said. “More
community involvement is a big
part of it. The goal is for all of us to
work hand-in-hand. The residents
need to know they have a voice.”
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Crossing another bridge to house homeless

m City officials celebrate
groundbreaking on Los
Feliz shelter

BY JOSE HERRERA

Los Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti
and City Councilman David Ryu,
4th District, broke ground on the
latest bridge housing shelter for 100
men and women currently experi-
encing homelessness that will also
connect them with mental health
and counseling services.

The temporary structure at 3210
Riverside Drive is scheduled to
open in June. The facility will have

beds, common areas, storage areas,
space for pets and offices for resi-
dents to meet with counselors and
social workers. The $5.6 million
project is funded primarily through
state grants and will be operated by
People Assisting the Homeless.

“The Los Feliz bridge home will
bring those currently living on the
street or the banks of the Los
Angeles River into housing and real
life-changing care,” Ryu said. “We
will continue this progress the same
way we got to today by working
together, neighbor with neighbor,
on the solutions we know make a
real difference in this crisis.”

The groundbreaking event was

photo by Jose Herrera
City Councilman David Ryu, 4th District, Los Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti
and city officials Mike Schull and Jon Deutsh celebrated the new bridge
housing project at 3210 Riverside Drive, which is scheduled to open in
four months.
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The Beverly Hills Public
Library announced it is eliminat-
ing overdue fines on materials
checked out by youth and teens
under 18.

“We have found that overdue
fines prevent young patrons from
checking out books and other
materials, and we are here to
encourage people to use library
services, not obstruct them from
doing so,” said Karen Buth,
library administrator.

“We also cleared all current
youth accounts, so those who
may have had fines associated
with their accounts now start
with a clean slate,” Buth added.
“We want our materials to be
returned on time but understand
that children are not able to come
to the library without their care-
givers, and we hope this new pol-
icy provides the flexibility they
need.”

Beverly Hills Public Library
eliminates fines for youth

While fines are eliminated,
fees for books not returned after
30 days will be assessed as lost
and billed accordingly. Patrons
will have 30 more days to pay the
bill or return their books.

“While we don’t want late fees
to deter people from using our
services, we value our collection
and will continue to charge for
lost books so they can be
replaced and to ensure our collec-
tion remains complete,” Buth
said.

The library also instituted
another new policy — no charge
to place a reserve on books or
other materials. Patrons are
allowed up to 10 reserves or
requests per account. Once the
item 1is reserved, it is held for
seven business days.

For information, visit beverly-
hills.org/libraryfines, or call
(310)288-2222.

supported by neighborhood groups
including the Los Feliz Neigh-
borhood Council,
Improvement Association, Silver
Lake Neighborhood Council, Grift-
ith Park Advisory Board and other
organizations.

Los Feliz

Jon Deutsch, president of the Los

Feliz Neighborhood Council, said
that a neighborhood isn’t defined
by its topography or wealth, but by
the people who live there.

“Together, as one neighborhood,
we can confront this terrible crisis
and ensure that everyone in Los
Feliz has a roof over their heads,”
Deutsch said.

Garcetti said that you can’t police
or clean away homelessness, but

instead the issue should be some-
thing that the city and state govern-
ment should work together to solve.

“Angelenos are coming together
to confront the moral and humani-
tarian challenge of our time — the
homeless and housing crisis,”
Garcetti said. “The A Bridge Home
program is saving lives by getting
our homeless neighbors off the
streets.”
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Elected officials celebrate Hollyhock House’s
inclusion on UNESCO World Heritage List

m Schiff, O’Farrell attend
Barnsdall Art Park
plaque unveiling

BY EDWIN FOLVEN

Local and federal officials came
together in Hollywood on Feb. 23
to unveil a plaque designating
Hollyhock House in Barnsdall Art
Park as a UNESCO World Heritage
List site.

The Hollyhock House was
included on the UNESCO World
Heritage List in a designation of
multiple sites throughout the United
States illustrating the importance of
20th century work by architect
Frank Lloyd Wright. In addition to
Hollyhock House, the designation
includes the Unity Temple in Oak
Park, Illinois; the Frederick C.
Robie House in Chicago; Taliesin in
Spring Green, Wisconsin; Falling-
water in Mill Run, Pennsylvania;
the Herbert and Katherine Jacobs
House in Madison, Wisconsin; Tal-
iesin West in Scottsdale, Arizona;
and the Solomon R. Guggenheim
Museum in New York City. Holly-
hock House is the first and only
property in Los Angeles on
UNESCO’s World Heritage Sites
list, and the only site in California.

Wright designed Hollyhock
House for Aline Barnsdall, a
Pennsylvania oil heiress who com-
missioned the house as the center-
piece of a cultural arts complex on
the 36-acre hilltop. Hollyhock
House was her personal residence,
and Barnsdall asked Wright to

incorporate her favorite flower, the
hollyhock, into the architectural
design.

Barnsdall, a philanthropist and
art collector, deeded the land,
including 5,000-square-foot
Hollyhock House, to the city of Los
Angeles in 1927. Wright designed
Hollyhock House and two guest
houses, one of which is currently
undergoing  restorations,  at
Barnsdall Art Park.

The UNESCO designation was
based on a proposal by the Frank
Lloyd Wright Building
Conservancy, an international orga-
nization dedicated to the preserva-
tion of Wright’s works. UNESCO’s

World  Heritage = Committee
announced the designation last July.
“As a courtyard house,

Hollyhock seamlessly melds exteri-
or and interior living space, provid-
ing each room with complementary
outdoor space in the form of ter-
races at both ground and roof lev-
els,” said Barbara Gordon, execu-
tive director of the Frank Lloyd
Wright Building Conservancy.
“This highly unified design is a
model for the modern interpretation
of indigenous forms. Its ornamenta-
tion, while suited to the theatricality
of its setting and its use as an arts
complex as well as a residence, is
integral to its form. It is exciting to
think that by being inscribed to the
World Heritage list, this building
belongs to the people of the world
and it is the joint responsibility of
all nations to ensure its preservation
and protection.”

At the plaque dedication on Feb.

23, US. Rep. Adam Schiff (D-
Burbank) joined Los Angeles City
Councilman Mitch O’Farrell, 13th
District. Both legislators supported
the designation.

“I am pleased that the Hollyhock
House, an architectural treasure
right in our own backyard, is being
recognized by the UNESCO World
Heritage Committee,” Schiff said.
“Frank Lloyd Wright’s vision and
creativity have left an indelible
mark on Los Angeles, and his
buildings constitute a profound
contribution to our shared cultural
heritage. It is my hope that this
UNESCO designation brings many
visitors, from Los Angeles and
across the world, to Barnsdall Art
Park to appreciate this unique archi-
tectural gem.”

“Hollyhock House, an architec-
tural gem of the 13th District, now
has an official sign announcing the
UNESCO designation to every vis-
itor who comes to view the beauty
of this Frank Lloyd Wright-
designed masterpiece,” O’Farrell
said. “The unveiling of the plaque
underscores what we already know:
the structure represents an unparal-
leled symbol of cultural heritage
and an outstanding contribution to
design in the city of Los Angeles
and the world.”

Hollyhock House is operated by
the Los Angeles Department of
Cultural Affairs and is open for
self-guided tours from 11 a.m. to 4
p.m., Thursday through Sunday.
Barnsdall Art Park is located at
4800 Hollywood Blvd. For infor-
mation, visit barnsdall.org.

LADWP recognized for energy efficiency

The Los Angeles Department of
Water and Power tied for the
biggest overall point gain on a vari-
ety of energy efficiency metrics,
and placed in the top 10 among 52
large U.S. utilities for its impressive
energy-saving efforts, according to
the 2020 Utility Energy Efficiency
Scorecard released on Feb. 20 by
the American Council for an
Energy-Efficient Economy.

LADWP increased energy sav-
ings 54% from 2015 to 2018 and
investments in energy efficiency
more than 50% during that time-
frame, distinguishing itself as one
of two “most improved” utilities by
the 2020 Scorecard, along with
Consumers Energy. The utility also
dramatically grew its number of
energy-saving offerings, including
those that utilize less common,
emerging technologies such as
high-efficiency ceiling fans and
zero net energy buildings.

The 2020 Utility Energy Effi-

ciency Scorecard ranks utilities on
20 metrics based on their 2018 per-
formance, policies and programs,
allocating 50 possible points.

LADWP’s strong showing on the
ACEEE’s 2020 scorecard reflects
the department’s commitment to
creating a clean energy future for
Los Angeles and meeting the
aggressive goals set forth in Mayor
Eric Garcetti’s Green New Deal of
transitioning the city’s power sup-
ply to 100% clean energy, said
LADWP Sustainability Officer
Nancy Sutley.

“Energy efficiency is foundation-
al to achieving our larger objective
of decarbonizing our energy supply
and our economy equitably, so that
all customers enjoy a more health-
ful and sustainable environment,”’
Sutley said. “At the same time, we
are keeping customer bills as low as
possible by optimizing the energy
usage across all customer segments
and reducing the need for costly

infrastructure upgrades.”

LADWP ranks seventh in the lat-
est report, rising 13 places since the
first scorecard in 2017.

“We applaud LADWP for its
innovation and leadership on ener-
gy efficiency in the utility sector,”
said Steve Nadel, ACEEE’s execu-
tive director.

The scorecard cited LADWP’s
improvements in creating a com-
prehensive portfolio of energy effi-
ciency solutions, including 13 pro-
grams using emerging technologies
compared to three in the prior
scorecard. These are targeted
toward a more diverse range of cus-
tomers and end uses.

LADWP achieved over 1.5%
megawatt-hour savings as a per-
centage of total energy sales, and
increased its investment from $78.6
million to $135.2 million, or 3.2%
of energy sales. LADWP also
achieved the third highest energy
savings per low-income customers.

L.A. Controller roots out city fraud, waste

On Feb. 19, Los Angeles City
Controller Ron Galperin released
his annual report on fraud, waste
and abuse complaints involving
city resources.

The controller’s office is respon-
sible for investigating the alleged
misuse of resources by employees,
contractors and others, such as
stealing city assets, payroll fraud,
contract bid rigging, bribes, kick-
backs and gross mismanagement.

In 2019, Galperin’s Fraud, Waste
and Abuse Unit received 543 new
complaints, an increase of 58%
over the previous year and the high-
est amount over a 10-year period.

The spike is attributable to the con-
troller’s newly enhanced, bi-annual
fraud awareness training for city
employees, which 33,670 employ-
ees completed last year.

“My goals are to make the city of
Los Angeles more transparent and
accountable to the people it serves,”
Galperin said. “That means holding
departments, employees and any-
one who does business with the city
to the highest standards of service
and ensuring that Los Angeles is
doing everything it can to prevent
and eliminate fraud, waste and
abuse of vital public resources.”

Last year, 94% of all complaints

came through the controller’s web
intake form and 24-hour telephone
hotline, and two-thirds were submit-
ted anonymously. When the FWA
Unit receives a complaint, it does an
initial review and then -either
launches an investigation, refers the
case to a city department or sends it
to the appropriate law enforcement
or outside government agency.
Anyone with information can sub-
mit a complaint through Galperin’s
24-hour Fraud, Waste and Abuse
telephone hotline at (866)428-1514
or lacontroller.org/fraud_hotline.
For information, visit lacon-
troller.org/fwa2019.

photo courtesy of the 13th Council District office

Hollyhock House curator Jeffrey Herr, left, was joined by Aline
Barnsdall’s great-granddaughter Kate Devine Brady, Los Angeles City
Councilmember Mitch O’Farrell, U.S. Rep. Adam Schiff and Los Angeles
Department of Cultural Affairs General Manager Danielle Brazell at the
unveiling of a plaque at Hollyhock House in Barnsdall Art Park.
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Hollyhock House was included on the UNESCO World Heritage List last

year.

Garcetti tours
solar power plant

2045.

photo courtesy of Mayor Eric Garcetti’s office

On Feb. 18, Los Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti toured the Beacon
Solar and Storage Plant, the Los Angeles Department of Water and
Power’s first utility-scale solar-plus-battery system connected to the
local power grid. Garcetti was joined by C40 Executive Director
Mark Watts and several senior LADWP leaders.

The Beacon Solar and Storage Plant, located in Kern County, is a
state-of-the art, 250-megawatt solar power facility that began opera-
tions in December 2017. When operating at full capacity, it can pro-
duce enough power to serve 102,667 households in Los Angeles. In
December 2018, the facility added a 20-megawatt battery system,
helping to power the grid when the sun isn’t shining.

The Beacon Solar and Storage Plant will help L.A. reach the tar-
gets of Garcetti’s Green New Deal: 55% renewable energy by 2025,
80% renewable energy by 2036 and 100% renewable energy by

Look What SHE Did! will
hold its annual benefit brunch at
12:30 p.m. on March 1 at Akasha
Culver City.

The nonprofit, which creates
short videos showing women
talking about the impact made by
the often overlooked heroines of
history, will celebrate the impact
made by women while enjoying
a mimosa brunch prepared by
chef and restaurateur Akasha
Richmond.

The event will include a video
premiere and a conversation with

Feminist brunch fundraiser
features scientist, comedian

biologist Una Ryan and the
comedian Kate Rigg.

An auction will feature a gift
certificate for the luxurious
Golden Door spa and gorgeous
artwork from Ryan, entitled
“Tree of Life, Blue.”

Akasha is located at 9543
Culver Blvd. For tickets, visit
bit.ly/benefitbrunch. For infor-
mation about sponsorship and
table purchases, contact syl-
via@lookwhatshedid.com.

For more information, visit
lookwhatshedid.com.
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photo courtesy of the city of Beverly Hills
Beverly Hills Human Relations Commission Chairman Ori
Blumenfeld read “The Kindness Book,” by Todd Parr, to preschool-
ers at Hawthorne Elementary School on Feb. 21.

Beverly Hills promotes civility
at Kindness Week celebrations

The Beverly Hills Human
Relations Commission kicked off
Kindness Week at the Farmers’
Market on Sunday, Feb. 16, with
a booth where visitors pledged
their acts of kindness on a scroll
and children participated in art
projects about kindness.

The week of activities included
a screening of “The Blind Side”
at Roxbury Park Community
Center, “kindness” book readings

and discussions at Beverly Hills
preschools and a baby storytime
session at the Beverly Hills
Public Library.

The Human Relations
Commission has been recognized
for its “Embrace Civility” cam-
paign, and Kindness Week offers
an opportunity to raise awareness
about civility and treating others
with respect. For information,
visit beverlyhills.org.

WeHo encourages donations
for Australian wildfire recovery

West Hollywood is encouraging
community members to support
organizations involved with recov-
ery efforts in response to the devas-
tating wildfires in Australia.

The city has activated its West
Hollywood Responds program to
help facilitate contributions from
community organizations working
on aid and recovery.

A list of organizations seeking
support can be viewed by visiting
weho.org/wehoresponds.

“Australia was devastated by
some of the worst wildfires the
world has ever witnessed, with large
swaths of the country overwhelmed
with damage and destruction,”
Councilwoman Lauren Meister
said. “West Hollywood is a commu-
nity that unites with compassion to
respond to disasters wherever they
may strike. I'm hoping, through the
city of West Hollywood’s ‘“WeHo
Responds’ effort, our community
members will support organizations
in Australia that are on the frontlines
of the massive recovery effort.”

Since September, wildfires in

Australia have killed more than one
billion animals, destroyed more
than 2,000 homes and claimed the
lives of at least 33 people — includ-
ing 11 firefighters. This year’s fire
season in Australia was particularly
catastrophic because of record-
breaking temperatures and months
of severe drought. More than 40-
million acres have been burned.

In 2005, the West Hollywood
City Council established West
Hollywood Responds as a local dis-
aster relief program to provide
assistance following Hurricane
Katrina. Organizations collecting
donations to support recovery
efforts include the Australian Red
Cross, edcross.org.au; GIVIT,
givit.org.au;  Salvation  Army
Australia, salvationarmy.org.au;
NSW Rural Fire Service,
rfs.nsw.gov.au; RSPCA New South
Wales, rspcansw.org.au; the World
Wildlife ~ Fund,  gifts.world-
wildlife.org; and the Port Macquerie
Koala Hospital, koala-
hospital.org.au. For information,
visit weho.org.

WeHo series explores racism
and interracial relationships

The city of West Hollywood’s
Human Rights Speakers Series will
feature a free panel discussion and
film screening of “Tsirk (Circus)” on
Friday, Feb. 28, in the City Council
chambers.

The Soviet era musical comedy,
directed by Grigori Aleksandrov and
Isidor Simko, tells the story of
Marion (Lyubov Orlova), an
American circus artist who flees to
Russia after being persecuted
because of her mixed-race child
(James Lloydovich Patterson).

Although the film is described as a
light-hearted circus romance, it
explores themes of interracial rela-
tionships, racism in America and the
rise of global white supremacy in the
1930s.

Opening remarks will be held at 7
p.m., followed by the film screening
and a panel discussion. West
Hollywood’s City Council
Chambers are located at 625 N. San
Vicente Blvd. The event is free, but
seating is limited. RSVP is requested
by visiting bit.ly/HRSS-2020Feb28.

Voters prepare to cast ballots in primary election

B Many voting centers
are already open

BY MORGAN KEITH

The California primary election
will take place on Tuesday, March 3,
as one of 14 contests scheduled for
Super Tuesday. Voters will select a
presidential nominee for both the
Republican and Democratic parties
as well as officials for state and local
offices.

Los Angeles County

Los Angeles County changed its
voting process ahead of the March 3
primary election to provide more
time for voters to get to the polls.
Voting opened on Feb. 22, giving
voters 11 days to make decisions on
races and measures.

Los Angeles District Attorney
Jackie Lacey faces opponents
George Gascon and Rachel Rossi.

Lacey was sworn in as DA in
2012 and reelected without opposi-
tion four years later. Gascén served
as San Francisco DA for eight years,
filling the seat vacated by Sen.
Kamala Harris (D-Calif.). Lacey is
also running against Rossi, the first
former public defender to run for the
office.

In the race for the Board of
Education’s 1st District, which
encompasses most of central Los
Angeles, incumbent George J.
McKenna III faces write-in candi-
date Michael Batie. McKenna start-
ed teaching in LAUSD in 1962 and
has served as superintendent of sev-
eral other school districts. Batie is
the CEO of the STEM Education
and Research Collaborative, a forum
for resolving issues in the areas of
science and math education for com-
munities of color.

Approximately 188 Superior
Court judgeships throughout the
county are also open this election
cycle, according to the county
clerk’s website. Races to watch
include Superior Court Judge Seat
145, with contenders Adan
Montalban, a prosecutor and deputy
district attorney, and defense attor-
ney Troy Slaten.

Los Angeles

In Los Angeles, all officials repre-
senting even-numbered City Council
districts are running for re-election in
2020. Incumbent David Ryu repre-
sents the 4th District, which includes
the Miracle Mile, Hancock Park,
Koreatown and Hollywood, among
other neighborhoods.

Prior to the polls opening, several
forums were held with Ryu, urban
planner and homeless advocate
Nithya Raman, author and women’s
advocate Sarah Kate Levy, and
write-in candidates Susan Collins
and Eric Christie.

Some of the main topics that can-
didates addressed at the forums were
affordable housing and homeless-
ness, which increased by 53% in the

photo by Morgan Keith
A voting center at the Beverly Hilton, 9876 Wilshire Blvd., one of two vot-
ing centers located in Beverly Hills, is now open from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

4th District in 2018 compared with
the city’s 16% increase during the
same period.

Beverly Hills

Six candidates are vying for two
seats on the Beverly Hills City
Council.

Incumbents Lili Bosse and Julian
Gold face technologist Robin Rowe,
Planning  Commissioner  Lori
Greene Gordon, Rabbi Sidney
“Simcha” Green and write-in candi-
date and attorney Aimee J. Zeltzer.
Both incumbents were elected to the
City Council in 2011 and have
served as mayor twice.

Since Beverly Hills consolidated
with Los Angeles County to admin-
ister this year’s election process, a
new iPad-like voting system, which
can only show four candidates at a
time on its screen, will be used to
cast votes and collect ballots. Voters
must press the “more” button to
scroll down and see the entire list of
candidates for the council race.

Congressional races

In the California State Assembly,
Rep. Richard Bloom, D-Santa
Monica, is up for re-election in the
50th Congressional District and run-
ning against documentary filmmaker
and paralegal Will Hess and LAUSD
technical supervisor Jim King.
Bloom’s district includes the Miracle
Mile, West Hollywood and Beverly
Hills.

U.S. Rep. Ted Lieu, D-Torrance,
faces a variety of challengers across
the political spectrum including
Democrats Liz Barris and Albert
Maxwell Goldberg, Republicans
James P. Bradley and Sarah Sun
Liew, and Independent Kenneth
Wright. Lieu currently represent
California’s 33rd District, which
includes the Hancock Park, Fairfax
and Wilshire areas, as well as the
majority of western L.A. County.

U.S. Rep. Adam Schiff, D-
Burbank, assumed office in 2001
and represents California’s 28th

Congressional ~ District, which
includes West Hollywood. Schiff is
running against Democrats Chad
Anderson, Sal Genovese, Maebe A.
Girl and Ara Khachig Manoogian,
Republicans William Bodell and
Eric Early and Independent Jennifer
Barbosa.

West Los Angeles falls under
California’s 37th District and is cur-
rently represented by incumbent
U.S. Rep. Karen Bass, who assumed

office in 2011. Bass faces
Republican Errol Webber and
Independent Larry Thompson.

Ballot measures

Voters will decide whether they
support two local ballot measures —
Measure R and Measure FD.

Measure R would amend the sec-
tion of county code related to the
Sheriff’s  Civilian ~ Oversight
Commission by adding a plan to
reduce jail population and provide
alternatives to incarceration.

As a parcel tax measure, Measure
FD would authorize the district to
levy an annual parcel tax of six cents
per square foot of structural
improvements on property up to
100,000 square feet, excluding park-
ing areas. A two-thirds supermajority
vote is required for its approval.

Polling locations

Select polling centers are currently
open throughout the county, and
additional sites will open on Feb. 29.
To find the location and hours of the
nearest polling center, visit
locator.lavote.net.

For Beverly Hills voters, voting
centers are located at the Beverly
Hills City Hall Municipal Gallery,
455 N. Rexford Drive, and the
Beverly Hilton, 9876 Wilshire Blvd.,
which are open from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
A third location will open on
Saturday, Feb. 29, at the Beverly
Hills Women’s Club, 1700 Chevy
Chase Drive. The locations will
extend their hours on Election Day
from 7 am. to 8 p.m.

Legal expert oversees review of judge candidates

Longtime Beverly Hills resident
and Arent Fox LLP partner Jerry
Abeles will serve as chairman of the
Judicial ~ Elections  Evaluation
Committee of the Los Angeles
County Bar Association.

Every two years, the Judicial
Elections Evaluation Committee
investigates and rates the qualifica-

tions of candidates for judges in Los
Angeles County. The challenging
task provides voters the information
needed to make educated decisions
on Election Day.

This year, the JEEC was tasked
with evaluating 23 candidates for
nine contested seats. The election is
on March 3.

The committee rates candidates
from exceptionally qualified to not
qualified by investigating profession-
al ability, experience, competence,
integrity and judicial temperament.
Through research, interviews and
investigation, the committee pro-
duced a report with ratings. To read it,
visit lacba.org/2020-jeec.
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photo courtesy of the First-In Fire Foundation
Members of the Los Angeles fire and police departments joined city
officials and residents for a program on emergency response pre-
paredness during disasters.

The First-In Fire Foundation
recently co-hosted “Passion for
Preparedness,” a community ser-
vice event to inform local resi-
dents about the RYLAN (Ready
Your L.A. Neighborhood) pro-
gram.

RYLAN is a free service
offered by the Los Angeles
Emergency Management Depart-
ment that empowers neighbor-
hoods to be more prepared for
disasters by identifying primary
first responders and creating
response plans. The program pro-
vides information on steps during
the first hour of a disaster and
how to be resilient after an emer-
gency. It can be tailored to a sin-
gle block or entire district.

Marc and Lyn MacEwen
Cohen, of the First-In Fire
Foundation, recently hosted the
RYLAN event in their home. The
event was attended by Deputy
Chief Ronnie Villanueva, Com-
mander of the Los Angeles Fire

RYLAN program promotes
disaster preparedness

Department’s South Bureau;
Wilshire  Division  Captain
Shannon K. Paulson; Aram
Sahakian, general manager of the
Emergency Management
Department; and John Darnell,
chief resilience officer for the
Department of Neighborhood
Empowerment. Also attending
was Kevin James, president of the
Los Angeles Board of Public
‘Works; Carol P. Parks, communi-
ty preparedness and engagement
chief for the Emergency
Management Department; Jackie
Koci Tamayo, emergency man-
agement coordinator, Emergency
Management Department; Caro-
line Moser, president of the
Greater Wilshire Neighborhood
Council; and Martin Beck, securi-
ty chairman for the Hancock Park
Homeowners Association.

For information and to sched-
ule emergency preparedness
training, visit emergency.la-
city.org/rylan.

photo courtesy of Mayor Eric Garcetti’s office
The Los Angeles Fire Department has launched its newest fast-
response vehicle, which will be assigned to the Hollywood area and will
help reduce response times to call for service.

L.A. forges energy partnership with Navajo Nation
——

BY MORGAN KEITH

The Los Angeles City Council
unanimously voted on Feb. 19 to
conduct a feasibility study on imple-
menting clean energy technologies
at the former coal-fueled Navajo
Generating Station, in which the
city has an ownership stake.

Proposed by Councilman Mitch
O’Farrell, 13th District, a member
of the Wyandotte Nation and the
first City Council member to
belong to a federally recognized
tribe, the motion expands on a
decades-long energy partnership
between the city and the Navajo
Nation.

“Through this initiative, we are
working with our partners in the
Navajo Nation to obtain cost-effec-
tive renewable energy,” O’Farrell
said. “I want to thank Navajo
President Jonathan Nez for the con-
tinued collaboration. It’s going to
take everyone everywhere to
reduce energy consumption, and
these initial steps will help us work
toward the shared goal of slowing
climate change.”

The motion directs the Los
Angeles Department of Water &
Power to report to council in 30
days on the feasibility of entering
into a partnership with the Navajo
Nation to produce clean, cost-effec-
tive energy at its generating station
near Page, Arizona.

For 40 years, the city partnered
with the Navajo Nation to generate
energy from coal at the plant.
LADWP, which owns the transition
lines that run between Los Angeles

photo courtesy of Councilman Mitch O’Farrell’s office

Councilman Mitch O’Farrell hosted Navajo President Jonathan Nez and
members of the Navajo Nation in council on Feb. 19.

and the generation site, will report
back with options on how to har-
vest solar, wind and hydro energy at
the site, as well as the potential
costs and benefits for ratepayers.

“We know that in the coming
years, we’re going to stop renewing
lots of contracts with our vendors
based on our clean energy goals for
L.A., and we’ll probably accelerate
our 100% clean energy plan,”
O’Farrell said.

The city decided not to renew the
contract at the generation site and
has divested from coal-fueled ener-
gy to meet its 2025 climate goals.
Because the contract was not
renewed, others followed suit and
the site closed, O’Farrell said,
adding that it threatens the econom-
ic stability of the Navajo Nation.

“There are over 50,000 Native

Americans living within the city of
Los Angeles. Of those, a large
majority are within the Navajo
Nation,” Nez said. “The Navajo
Nation is 350,000 members, 27,000
square miles, and we are here today
to ask for the City Council’s sup-
port to enter into this partnership
once again.”

LADWP will be organizing a trip
to the generating site to meet with
representatives from the Navajo
Nation and explore next steps
together. The clean energy from the
plant could supply enough fuel for
an entire City Council district,
O’Farrell said.

“I hope that other energy produc-
ers will take notice and put plans
together to engage in similar shifts.
Science is real, climate change is
real. Angelenos know this.”
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LAFD fast-response vehicle
to be deployed in Hollywood

Los Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti
recently joined Los Angeles Fire
Department representatives for the
launch of FRV 82, the fire depart-
ment’s fourth fast-response vehicle.

“Angelenos deserve the best-
equipped and most effective fire
department in America,” Garcetti
said. “The fast-response vehicle is
part of that commitment, and it puts
the idea behind my 2020 Vision for
L.A.’s Future, driving innovations to
define the future we’re building to
work in our communities now.”

FRV 82 will serve Hollywood. The

LAFD now has fast response vehi-
cles assigned to every geographic
bureau with units already deployed in
Downtown L.A., Watts and Sylmar.
The FRV carries all the equipment
and medical supplies of a paramedic
unit and is also equipped with a 300-
gallon water tank with pumping
capacity. Instead of deploying an
engine or ambulance to respond to a
medical emergency, the FRV can
now take those calls, get to the site
more quickly and offer life saving
resources, Garcetti said.
For information, visit lafd.org.
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Rossmore Avenue residents fear displacement

BY MORGAN KEITH

On Feb. 25, nearly 80 people
packed into a small room at
Marlborough School for a Greater
Wilshire Neighborhood Council
meeting, with the majority being
tenants of a rent-controlled apart-
ment building at 410 N. Rossmore
Ave.

The five-story building was sold
last month by its previous owner,
Grankol Inc., to Atlanta-based
developers Domos Co-living.
Although no designs were present-
ed at the meeting by Domos co-
founder and principal Daniel
Alexander, tenants expressed con-
cerns about being displaced.

“If you say you are for affordable
housing, you do not displace people
that are already in affordable hous-
ing,” said Cinzia Zanetti, who has
lived in the building for 30 years.

Tenants will have to be relocated
while upgrades are made to the
building, such as seismic retro-
fitting and elevator upgrades.
Alexander said the construction
would take approximately two to
three years to complete.

Debbie Chesebro, co-head of the
building’s tenants association, said
that she was told by a relocation
specialist hired by Domos that the
company is not responsible for

helping her find a new apartment.

“We’re a little concerned with
the practices, the letters that were
sent out by this [relocation] compa-
ny that was hired,” said Emily
Howard, director of planning for
Los Angeles City Councilman
David Ryu, 4th District.

Howard said that tenants
received “misleading information”
from the relocation specialist hired
by Domos, and that her colleagues
consequently connected them with
tenants’  rights  organization
Coalition for Economic Survival to
outline their rights. Tenants must be
relocated within a five mile radius
of the building and be allowed to
return to their individual units once
construction is complete and pay
the same rate, Howard said.

Of its 54 residents, Chesebro col-
lected 42 signatures from people
stating that they oppose returning to
a building designed for co-living.
Domos plans to expand the build-
ing to house 200 residents and will
offer a mix of one-bedroom units
and suites with shared living rooms
and kitchens. Rent will remain
within a few hundred dollars of cur-
rent tenant rates, Alexander said.

“These units are hypermonetiz-
ing the per-square-foot dollar yield
under the cloak of affordable hous-
ing,” Zanetti said.

Legislators consider $2 billion in
funds for homelessness crisis

California Assemblymen Miguel
Santiago (D-Los Angeles) and
Richard Bloom (D-Santa Monica)
joined numerous legislators in
introducing Assembly Bill 3300,
which requests an ongoing historic
investment of $2 billion to address
the state’s homelessness crisis.

“The magnitude of the home-
lessness crisis must be met with
substantial and bold solutions,”
Santiago said. “If we are serious
about housing more people and
providing them with the services
and support they need, then we
must make significant investments.
By establishing a statewide perma-
nent funding source to assist local
programs in ending homelessness,
we will be able to conquer this cri-
sis once and for all.”

“To begin to get a handle on this

crisis, the state needs to invest in a
predictable, ongoing funding
source to fund homelessness pro-
grams, vital safety nets and most
importantly, to end the non-stop
cycle,” Bloom said. “We must
invest in and protect our state’s
affordable housing. This proposal
is that investment.”

The legislation would appropri-
ate $2 billion in funding to cities,
counties, affordable housing devel-
opers and homeless continuums of
care to expedite the delivery of
homeless and affordable housing,
rental and housing assistance, and
wraparound services. AB 3300 will
likely be heard in the Assembly
Housing and Community
Development Committee and the
Assembly Judiciary Committee in
April or May.

Bill aims to identify homeless
students to get them resources

Assemblywoman Luz Rivas (D-
Arleta) has reintroduced legislation
to identify homeless students so
they can receive the resources they
need to succeed.

Assembly Bill 1937 is a continu-
ation of previous legislation,
Assembly Bill 16, which sought to
establish a comprehensive policy
solution to assist local communities
that are struggling to identify and
provide services to homeless fami-
lies with children. AB 16 was
vetoed last year. AB 1937 will cre-
ate three geographically-located
county offices of education to
develop regional technical assis-
tance centers to implement best
practices used for identifying and
connecting homeless students to
services. The legislation will also
create a standardized process for
identifying homeless children
across all of our school systems.

“We can’t provide homeless chil-
dren assistance if we are not identi-
fying them in the first place,” Rivas
said.

Rivas jointly led an audit exam-
ining local and state policies used to
identify and provide support to chil-
dren experiencing homelessness.
The California State Auditor found
California’s K-12 education system
has been ineffective at identifying
and providing supportive services
for homeless youth.

The state has identified at least
200,000 homeless children, yet 400
school districts have failed to report
any homeless children. In response
to a report issued by the auditor, AB
1937 incorporates recommenda-
tions to ensure schools administer
an annual housing questionnaire to
identify homeless pupils.

For information,
a39.asmdc.org.

visit

When GWNC President
Caroline Labiner Mosner asked if
Domos plans to add floors to maxi-
mize occupancy, Alexander said its
current zoning allows it.

“We are shooting to make an
attractive, desirable neighborhood
attainable for everyday people.
There are developments in this city
that don’t include people and dis-
place people. We are on the oppo-
site end of that spectrum,”
Alexander said, adding that he
wants tenants to return after con-
struction and that the changes
would benefit them.

Howard recommended that ten-
ants meet directly with Alexander
and Domos on relocation, rather
than the relocation specialist, and
notify Ryu’s office so a representa-
tive can be present. She also said
that there is interest within the Los
Angeles City Council in designat-
ing the building as a historic-cultur-
al monument or Rossmore Avenue
as a historic corridor.

“We have zero interest in living in
an adult dorm or renting a bed, and
that is not a housing model that fits
the demographic of our building or
neighborhood,” said Joy Wingard, a
10-year resident of the building.

GWNC member Philip Farha
asked Alexander to continue bring-
ing updates to the meetings after
they hire an architect in March. In
the meantime, he encouraged a “bi-
directional process” and asked
Domos representatives to get rid of
its relocation specialist and gain
back the trust of the existing ten-
ants.

photo by Morgan Keith
Built in 1930, the apartments located at 410 N. Rossmore Ave. are cur-
rently home to 54 residents.
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Cedars-Sinai benefits from patient feedback tool

Cedars-Sinai Medical Center has
introduced a new feedback tool that
will allow patients to comment on
hospital stays while they are at the
center, rather than waiting to com-
plete surveys after going home.

Under a program that began in
January, patients can evaluate their
experiences through a platform
designed by the health care tech-
nology company Feedtrail. Patients
can complete short, targeted sur-
veys by text, enabling staff to
respond to needs as they arise in the
hospital. The short surveys are tai-
lored to each patient’s circum-
stances and are received within
hours of patients being admitted.

The new tool is a departure from
the traditional approach to patient
feedback in hospitals. Patients typ-
ically receive longer surveys by
phone or email days after being

discharged, when memories are not
as clear. Such surveys take a one-
size-fits-all approach to feedback,
whether a patient is treated for
stage four cancer or has just given
birth, for example. The survey
questions for the new tool were
developed with input from Cedars-
Sinai patients through the medical
center’s Family Advisor Program.
“We are looking to obtain action-
able, meaningful insights of what
patients really want from us in the
moment to improve their experi-
ence while they’re with us in the
hospital,” said Alan Dubovsky,
chief patient experience officer at
Cedars-Sinai Medical Center.
“Using this new platform allows us
to ask unique questions to different
patients at different times. The
feedback received will help us
ensure that our patients have the

photo courtesy of CHA HPMC
This month, babies born at Hollywood Presbyterian were given red
hats to celebrate American Heart Month.

Babies born at CHA
Hollywood Presbyterian Medical
Center in February are receiving
red hats knitted and crocheted by
volunteers in celebration of
American Heart Month, to raise
awareness of heart disease, the
No. 1 killer of Americans, and
congenital heart defects, the most
common type of birth defect in the
country.

The hospital expects to provide
300 newborns with the hats this
month.

“This is our second year provid-
ing red hats to our newborns.
Heart disease can affect anyone
... We thank the volunteers for
making them, and to the newborns
sporting the little hats to remind us
of the importance of heart dis-
ease,” said Dr. Bente Kaiser, chair

Newborns receive red hats
during Heart Health Month

of OB-GYN at CHA Hollywood
Presbyterian Medical Center.
CHA HPMC is a recognized
leader in neonatal care and holds a
Baby-Friendly Hospital Desig-
nation from the World Health
Organization/UNICEF.
American Heart Month is an
annual celebration in February
that began in 1963 to encourage
Americans to join the battle
against heart disease. A presiden-
tial proclamation pays tribute each
year to researchers, physicians,
public health professionals and
volunteers for their tireless efforts
in preventing, treating and
researching heart disease.
Hollywood Presbyterian is
located at 1300 N. Vermont Ave.
For information, visit hollywood-
presbyterian.com.

Pre-register for the ‘Hollywood
Hike to End Homelessness’

The Center at Blessed
Sacrament is asking people to sign
up for the third annual
“Hollywood Hike to End
Homelessness” on  Saturday,
March 21, in Griffith Park.

The Center, located at 6636
Selma Ave., is seeking to raise
$100,000 for its community well-
ness program. The event is family-

and pet friendly, with trail options
for people of all abilities.
Registration is $25 per person.

The hike will begin at 9:30 a.m. at
the Boy Scouts Trailhead at Griffith
Park, next to the Greek Theater.
Registration opens at 7:45 a.m. on
March 21, but pre-registration is
encouraged by visiting thehike-
toendhomelessness.causevox.com.

most positive experience possible.”
Feedtrail completed the three-
month Cedars-Sinai Accelerator
program last September. The pro-
gram helps with the rapid develop-
ment of innovative, early-stage
businesses seeking to bring
advances to the health care field.
“It’s been a rewarding experi-
ence partnering with Cedars-Sinai
and their development team on
product enhancements that are
deliberate about serving patients
and modern medical professionals
who understand that health care is
not one-size-fits-all,” said Feedtrail
CEO Paul Jaglowski, whose firm

works with healthcare systems in
the U.S. and Europe. “By unlock-
ing unique data insights and recog-
nizing patterns within specific
patient populations, we are
enabling a more intimate degree of
care where the patient is priori-
tized.”

The initial phase of the project
will continue for six months in
multiple departments.

“We believe that the success of
this program will yield such mean-
ingful patient feedback that we can
expand it to all areas of the health
system and, ultimately, perfect the
way we listen to our patients,”
Dubovsky said.

For information, visit cedars-
sinai.org.

photo courtesy of Cedars-Sinai Medical Center
Cedars-Sinai  Medical Center
patients can use a new online tool
to quickly submit feedback about
patient experiences
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photo courtesy of Mayor Eric Garcetti’s Office
Mayor Eric Garcetti was joined by City Councilman Mike Bonin and
LADOT General Manager Seleta Reynolds to announce the pur-
chase of 155 new electric buses.

Los Angeles Mayor Eric
Garcetti announced that the Los
Angeles Department of
Transportation has placed the
largest single order for electric
buses in U.S. history.

LADOT’s purchase will add
155 zero-emission buses to the
city’s fleet. The order helps
advance the core goals of
Garcetti’s recently signed “L.A.’s
Green New Deal: Leading by
Example” executive order, which
includes measures to make
LADOT’s bus fleet entirely
emissions free in time for the
opening ceremonies of the 2028
Olympic and Paralympic Games.

“The clean transportation rev-
olution is not a distant dream, it’s
happening on L.A.’s streets right
now,” Garcetti said. “Seeing
these zero-emission buses rolling
down our roads in the years
ahead will bring us one step clos-
er to realizing our vision of
cleaner air, lower emissions,
healthier communities and a
more sustainable future for all
Angelenos.”

BYD, a bus manufacturing
company based in China with a
facility near downtown Los
Angeles, will manufacture 130 of
the buses, while 25 more will be

City buys 155 electric buses
to boost clean transportation

purchased from local manufactur-
er Proterra. Delivery and deploy-
ment of the buses will begin in
March and run through 2021.

“Los Angeles is making a bold
investment in a clean transporta-
tion future,” added LADOT
General Manager Seleta
Reynolds. “These 155 buses will
save the city money on fuel costs
and improve air quality and
health for families across the
region we serve.”

Garcetti made the announce-
ment at LADOT’s new bus main-
tenance yard, a three-acre, LEED
Platinum-certified facility where
up to 70 buses can be serviced. It
is one of the largest EV bus facil-
ities in the state.

The purchase was funded using
grants from the Federal Transit
Administration, the State Transit
and Intercity Rail Capital
Program, California Hybrid and
Zero-Emissions Truck and Bus

Voucher Incentive Program,
Transformative Climate
Communities, Low Carbon
Transit Operations Program,

Mobile Source Air Pollution
Reduction Review Committee
and matching city funds.

For information, visit ladot.lac-

ity.org.

City Council supports expansion
of California renters credit

The Los Angeles City Council
approved a resolution on Feb. 19
calling on the state to expand the
California Renters Tax Credit to all
households that spend more than
30% of total income on rent for a
primary residence. The resolution
authored by Councilman David
Ryu, 4th District, also calls for an
increase in the credit amount.

“If we want a middle class in Los
Angeles, we need to fight for it,
and we need policy changes that
help working families stay afloat,”
Ryu said. “Our state gives massive
tax breaks to homeowners but a
mere $60 for renters. This is unac-
ceptable. Our policies must match
our values, and our tax credit must
be made larger and available to

more families who rent their home.
The majority of Angelenos rent,
and it’s time that this tax credit
catches up to reality.”

The California Renters Tax
Credit currently offers $60 for sin-
gle renters whose annual income
falls below $40,078, and $120
credit for joint filers whose com-
bined income falls below $80,156.
Data from 2018 show that 64% of
households in Los Angeles rent
their residences. The resolution
was first introduced by Ryu in June
along with Ellis Act enforcement
reform to protect tenants and a
motion to incentivize moderate-
income housing in Los Angeles.
Those two motions are pending in
the council’s Housing Committee.

Metro announces March subway work plans

Construction continues on the
Purple Line Extension from
Wilshire/Western at the east end of
the project to Century
City/Constellation to the west.
Metro provided an overview of
work in late February and March at
many locations along the route.

Earlier this week, Metro began
installing a pedestrian canopy over
the north sidewalk adjacent to
Constellation Boulevard, which
remains closed, to provide protec-
tion during upcoming tunnel boring
operations. Installation of the
canopy and lighting is anticipated
to take one week. The pedestrian
canopy will remain in place
through September.

Father east, piling work contin-
ues in Beverly Hills near the future
Wilshire/Rodeo subway station.
Work hours for piling are week-
days, 9 am. to 4 p.m., and week-
ends, 7 a.m. to 10 p.m., with non-
drilling activities from 8 to 10 p.m.
Piling along the north side of
Wilshire Boulevard is anticipated
to be complete in April, at which
time the work will move to the
south side of Wilshire Boulevard
and continue through July.

Geotechnical instruments are
being installed in Beverly Hills to
monitor ground movement, settle-
ment and other geological impacts.
The installation will continue
through November in conjunction
with other construction on the pub-
lic right-of-way and on private
property. The work will require the
intermittent closures of street lanes,
sidewalks, crosswalks, public park-
ing spaces and alleys.

Near the future Wilshire/Rodeo
subway station, Gale Drive will be
intermittently closed at Wilshire
Boulevard to support construction
in the staging yard. Work hours are
Monday through Saturday, 6 a.m.
to 10 p.m.

Concrete and material deliveries
to the La Cienega station box are
also anticipated to continue in
March, and lane reductions will
occur two or three times per week.
Work will transition into the Gale
staging yard and lane reductions
will occur on Wilshire Boulevard
between San Vicente Boulevard
and Stanley Drive next month to
support the installation of geotech-
nical instrumentation.

Near Wilshire/Crescent Heights
and Wilshire/La Jolla, utility and
tunnel investigation remain under-
way. Work will generally occur
during off-peak hours from 9 a.m.
to 3:30 p.m. and 8 p.m. to 6 a.m.,
weekdays, and 7 am. to 11 p.m.,
weekends. Intermittent single-lane
closures will be necessary along
Wilshire Boulevard between San
Diego Way and San Vicente
Boulevard.

Station construction, hauling and
concrete pouring are also ongoing
near the site of a future subway sta-
tion at Wilshire/Fairfax. Ogden
Drive will be intermittently closed
at Wilshire Boulevard. Intermittent
lane closures may also be in place
to support deck panel maintenance
and soil investigation. Anticipated
work hours are 9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
and 7 pm. to 6 am., Monday
through Friday. Orange Grove
Avenue will continue to be closed
south of Wilshire Boulevard
through June.

Work continues at the staging
yards at Wilshire/La Brea and at a
work zone in the center of Wilshire
Boulevard just east of Sycamore
Avenue. Hauling and deliveries to
and from the La Brea staging yards
are ongoing as tunneling progress-
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photo courtesy of Metro
Crews are conducting potholing work near the future Wilshire/Fairfax
subway station.

es. Work hours are 6 a.m. to 4 p.m.
and 7 p.m. to 2 a.m., Monday
through Saturday. Intermittent lane
closures may be necessary between
Highland Avenue and Detroit Street
for construction support.

Material deliveries and under-
ground construction support con-
tinues at a work zone just west of
the intersection of Wilshire/Rim-
pau, which is expected to be in
place through September. Wilshire
Boulevard has been reduced to two
lanes in each direction between
June Street and Muirfield Road.

Tunneling support and street
maintenance are ongoing 24 hours

at a staging yard just west of the
intersection of Wilshire Boulevard
and Western Avenue. Northbound
Manhattan Place will be closed
intermittently just north of Wilshire
Boulevard, Monday through
Friday, 7 am. to 11 p.m., and
Saturday and Sunday, 8 a.m. to 11
p-m. Intermittent single-lane clo-
sures may also occur on Wilshire
Boulevard  between  Western
Avenue and Manhattan Place.

For questions and concerns, call
the 24-hour project hotline at
(213)922-6934, email the project
team at purplelineext@metro.net,
or visit metro.net.

Join Cantor Estherleon Schwartz

every Friday for
Shabbat Service
6:30 p.m. Matrix Theatre
7657 Melrose Ave.

Yabrseit service to commemorate lost loved ones
Special healing prayers
Kosher chicken soup
To RSVP
text 323-327-8195
or voice mail at 323-653-7420

Special Community Gathering!
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On Feb. 20, Los Angeles City
Councilman David Ryu, 4th
District, announced that his cam-
paign for reelection earned the
endorsement of the Latino
Coalition of Los Angeles, the
Hollywood Chapter of the
National Organization for Wo-
men and the Armenian National
Committee of America-Western
Region.

“From an ordinance to reform
the city’s matching funds pro-
gram, which directly helps wo-
men and men from all walks of
life to run for office, to compre-
hensive parental leave policies,
Ryu is a champion and ally for
women and girls and he is our
councilmember in every sense of
the word,” the executive board of
Hollywood NOW said.

“Councilmember Ryu has been
a strong advocate for the
Armenian community on the City
Council, supporting the funding of
Armenian schools, community
organizations and Iinitiatives;
working to support ANCA region-
al and national efforts, such as
genocide recognition and Turkish
divestment at the local council;
and issuing his strong support for
the self-determination for the
Armenians of Artsakh,” ANCA-
WR Chair Nora Hovsepian added.

“David Ryu has proven his
commitment to effectively repre-
senting and serving the Latinos
and all community members of
his district,” said Cindy Villegas,
president of the Latino Coalition
of Los Angeles. “David’s efforts
to engage community members
and bridge the gap between op-
posing voices has resulted in pos-
itive change for our organiza-
tion’s members and constituents.
The Latino Coalition of Los
Angeles is extremely excited to
provide Councilmember Ryu
with our endorsement and sup-

Prominent community groups
back Ryu’s reelection bid

David Ryu

port.”

“Community groups like the
Latino Coalition of Los Angeles,
the Hollywood Chapter of the
National  Organization  for
Women and the Armenian
National Committee of America-
Western Region play an integral
part in supporting and amplify-
ing community members in our
district,” Ryu said. “These com-
munity groups are crucial to the
well-being and diversity of our
district, and I am honored to
receive their endorsements.”

Since launching his re-election
campaign, Ryu has announced
endorsements from 300 commu-
nity leaders, Planned Parenthood
and dozens of women leaders,
the Los Angeles Times, environ-
mental groups, the Democratic
Party and local Democratic orga-
nizations, U.S. Sen. Dianne
Feinstein (D-California), U.S.
Rep. Adam Schiff (D-Burbank)
and prominent congressional
leaders, Los Angeles Mayor Eric
Garcetti and fellow Los Angeles
elected leaders, state legislators,
county elected officials, the Los
Angeles County Federation of
Labor and over 30 individual
labor unions.

House passes Rim of the Valley Corridor act

On Feb. 12, U.S. Rep. Adam
Schiff (D-Burbank) applauded the
landmark, bipartisan passage of the
Rim of the Valley Corridor Preserv-
ation Act, which would add more
than 191,000 acres of the Rim of the
Valley Corridor to the Santa Mon-
ica Mountains National Recreation
Area (SMMNRA). The bill passed
the House of Representatives on a
bipartisan vote of 231-183.

Schiff first introduced this legisla-
tion in 2017, and U.S. Sens. Dianne
Feinstein and Kamala Harris (both
D-Calif.) introduced companion
legislation in the Senate. It recently
passed out of the Senate Energy and
Natural Resources Committee.

“I am thrilled that the House of
Representatives has passed the Rim
of the Valley Corridor Preservation

Act, legislation I have championed
for nearly 20 years,” Schiff said.
“Preservation of the open space in
our communities is not only good
for our environment, wildlife and
ecosystems, but it is beneficial for
the health and well-being of resi-
dents of all ages. The Rim of the
Valley Corridor is an area of strik-
ing and breathtaking natural beauty,
and we must do whatever we can to
preserve that beauty for the benefit
of L.A. residents, the millions each
year who visit and for generations
to come.”

“[The] vote in the House is a win
for the Rim of the Valley Corridor
and the millions of Los Angeles
County residents living in the sur-
rounding communities,” Feinstein
said. “Preserving this unspoiled ter-

Controller releases African-
American heritage map

In honor of African-American
Heritage Month, on Feb. 12, Los
Angeles City Controller Ron
Galperin released a new and
unique online map of public sites
and resources that highlight the
city of Los Angeles’ strong
African-American history.

“African-American Heritage
Across Los Angeles” showcases
28 local places, monuments and
institutions that are recognized as
culturally or historically signifi-
cant to the development of the
city’s African-American commu-

nity.
“The African-American com-
munity’s influence on Los

Angeles has been indelible —
from the days of Biddy Mason to
the 20-year tenure of Mayor Tom
Bradley and the muralists whose
public art makes our neighbor-

hoods so vibrant today,” Galperin
said. “This map highlights some
of our city’s most important his-
torical sites.”

“African-American Heritage
Across Los Angeles” allows
users to explore places of wor-
ship, museums, notable resi-
dences and other historically
and culturally important public
landmarks and spaces through-
out the city that underscore the
contributions of the African-
American community. There is
also information on the current
number of African-American
city workers and elected offi-
cials in an infographic released
with the map.

For information, visit lacon-
troller.org/aaheritage and lacon-
troller.org/media/aa-city-em-
ployees-2020.

rain will protect sensitive habitat for
California wildlife and open space
to benefit local economies.”

“The Rim of the Valley corridor
is home to some of Southern
California’s most beautiful wildlife
and landscapes,” Harris said. “That
is why we must take immediate
steps to protect this area’s habitats
and natural resources. I am grateful
to Congressman Schiff for his lead-
ership on this issue, and I applaud
the House of Representatives for
prioritizing the preservation of this
area so it can be enjoyed by future
generations. I look forward to work-
ing with my colleagues in the
Senate to get this bill across the fin-
ish line.”

The lands included within the
expansion will be known as the Rim
of the Valley Unit, stretching from
the Simi Hills and Santa Susanas to
the Verdugos and on to the San
Gabriel Mountains.

The bill will enable NPS and the
local communities to better protect
natural resources and habitats, and
provide members of the community
with improved access to nature for
recreational and educational pur-
poses.

Senators introduce bill to cut
U.S. greenhouse gas emissions

On Feb. 11, U.S. Sen. Dianne
Feinstein (D-Calif.) joined with
Sen. Tom Carper (D-Del.) and 31
senators to introduce the Clean
Economy Act, a bill to put the
United States on a path to achieving
net-zero greenhouse gas emissions
no later than 2050.

The world’s leading scientists
have warned that humanity must
limit global warming to no more
than 1.5 degrees Celsius to avoid
the most catastrophic impacts of
climate change. According to the
United Nations annual Emissions
Gap Report released last month,
collective global efforts to reduce
greenhouse gas emissions are not
sufficient to reach that goal.

The Clean Economy Act heeds
the call for bold climate action and
would boost American competitive-
ness, promote healthier frontline
communities and foster a growing
economy that works for everyone.
The bill directs the Environmental
Protection Agency to use existing
authorities to put our country on a
pathway to reach net-zero green-
house gas emissions by 2050.

“Climate change is real, and we
can’t afford to do nothing,” Fein-
stein said. “The Clean Economy
Act makes smart investments to
reduce emissions and strengthen

our economy. In California, we’re
ahead of schedule to meet the ambi-
tious goal of 100% carbon-free
electricity by 2045. At the same
time, our economy has grown to be
the fifth largest in the world. That’s
proof positive that fighting climate
change supports a strong econ-
omy.”

The Clean Economy Act man-
dates EPA and other federal agen-
cies use authorities and tools
already available to them to rapidly
achieve net-zero greenhouse gas
emissions while fostering a stron-
ger, fairer economy for all
Americans.

Any plan developed by the EPA
must achieve rapid reductions at
minimal costs, prioritize public
health and support a strong labor
workforce. The EPA is also
required to build upon existing
state, local and private climate pro-
grams and set greenhouse gas emis-
sion reduction targets for 2025,
2030 and 2040.

Other federal agencies would be
required to do their part to help the
nation meet the net-zero goal and
help enhance America’s global
competitiveness through invest-
ments in research and development,
innovation and equitable access to
worker training.

Five new confirmed cases of
measles in Los Angeles County

The Los Angeles County
Department of Public Health con-
firmed a local outbreak of measles
among five people. This outbreak
includes four county residents who
were exposed to an unimmunized,
international visitor who was infec-
tious with measles while in Los
Angeles County.

The infectious person visited
sites in Los Angeles, Inglewood,
Norwalk, Torrance and Santa
Monica between Jan. 26 and Feb. 1,
and many of the locations were on
San Vicente Boulevard, Wilshire
Boulevard, Montana Avenue and
Westwood Boulevard, among oth-
ers. Potential exposure sites also
included Nordstrom and Gelson’s
at the Westfield Century City Mall.

For a full list of potential expo-
sure sites, visit bit.ly/31JyjRB.

Unimmunized persons or those
with unknown immunization status
who were at the sites during the
potential exposure windows are at
risk of developing measles from
seven to 21 days after being
exposed.

Individuals who have been free
of symptoms for more than 21 days
are no longer at risk.

If people were potentially
exposed, they should review their
immunization and medical records
to determine if they are protected
against measles and, if not, talk
with a health care provider about
receiving the measles, mumps and

rubella immunization. Patients
should contact their health care
provider as soon as possible about a
potential exposure if they are preg-
nant, an infant, have a weakened
immune system and/or are unim-
munized regardless of vaccination
history. They should monitor for ill-
ness with fever and/or an unex-
plained rash from seven to 21 days
after their exposure (the time period
when symptoms may develop). If
symptoms develop, they should
stay at home and call a health care
provider immediately.

In 2019, there were 20 measles
cases among Los Angeles County
residents, in addition to 14 non-res-
ident measles cases that traveled
through Los Angeles County
(excluding Long Beach and
Pasadena, as cases identified in
those cities are reported by their
local health departments). Most of
these cases were not immunized or
did not know whether they had ever
been immunized or previously
infected with the measles virus.

Measles immunizations are
available at health care providers,
local pharmacies or clinics. Public
Health clinics offer no or low-cost
immunizations for individuals who
are uninsured or underinsured. To
find a nearby Public Health clinic,
call 211 or visit publichealth.la-
county.gov/chs/phcenters.htm.

For information, visit public-
health.lacounty.gov/media/measles.
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KRAMER + DRESBEN

Stephen W. Kramer
5858 Wilshire Blvd.,

Suite 205
Los Angeles, CA 90036
(323)964-7100



https://www.kramerdresben.com
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RESTAURANT NEWS

by Jill Weinlein

SAJJ Mediterranean
opens today

grand opening celebration

begins Feb. 27 at 11 am., at
the fast-casual concept offering
health-focused Mediterranean food.
Similar to a Chipotle-style assem-
bly line format, the locally sourced
food can be adjusted to meet most
dietary preferences including
vegan, vegetarian, keto and paleo.
Festivities include a free entree for
the first 50 people and 50% off the

entire menu all day long, plus free
samples of chocolate hummus and
cinnamon chips. 630 W. Sixth St.,
(213)265-7546.

Leap year cake
at Lady M

On Feb. 29, the luxury cake bou-
tique Lady M offers its popular
Salted Mille Crépes Cake for one
day only. Available at all boutiques
by the slice or whole (pre-order rec-
ommended), the cake is made with

chocolate crepes layered with a
salted caramel pastry cream and
finished with a salted caramel glaze
and cacao nibs. 8718 W. Third St.,
(323)825-8888.

New taqueria in
the Arts District

ith the success of the first

LOQUI in Culver City at
Platform, Ari Ampudia opened a
second location in downtown L.A.
in the Arts District. LOQUI cele-
brates delicious food reminiscent of
Mexico with scratch-made flour
tortillas, quesadillas, classic gua-
camole with chips and a choice of
mesquite-grilled chicken, beef,
pork or mushroom tacos and plates.

Seating is available in the along a
brick interior wall with a Mexican
flair and outdoors on the open-air
patio, with tables around a cactus
garden. Delivery and to-go are
available through Postmates,
Caviar and Chownow. Hours are
from 11 am. to 9 p.m., and till 10
p.m. on Friday and Saturday. 818 E.
Third St., Suite 150, (213)265-
7558; 8830 Washington Blvd.,
Suite 104, (310)220-7260.

Chado Tea
celebrates 30 years

he family owned and operated
tearoom and tea shop marks its
30th year in business delivering a
traditional afternoon tea experience

with an eclectic mix of flavors from
around the world. The four loca-
tions (Hollywood, downtown L.A.,
Pasadena and South Bay) reflect
the Shah family’s focus on accessi-
bility and diversity, providing
memorable experiences while
guests taste the world’s most wide-
ly consumed beverage with savory
and sweet items. 6801 Hollywood
Blvd., Suite 209, (323)472-8111;
369 E. First St., (213)258-2531; 79
N. Raymond Ave., (626)431-2832;
303 El Prado Ave., (424)757-5222.

Piccalilli happy

hour, late-night

Featuring a lush patio, spirit-for-
ward cocktails and bright Cali-

See Restaurant News page 15

THE ORIGINAL FARMERS MARKET

The Origined
FARMERS KIARKET

Farmet »

3RD & FAIRFAX
FMBARS.COM

Meel Our Merchanii!

6333 W.THIRD ST. « LOS ANGELES - 323.933.9211
FARMERSMARKETLA.COM « £ ¥ L /FARMERSMARKETLA

Vincent Banollel
MICHELINA ARTISAN DOULANGER

Large Jar $8.75
Small Jar $6.75

& BAKERY

DON'"T MISS OUT

In the Original Farmers Market 3rd & Fairfax
(323)933-8446  (323)933-8440

Ready for Take-0ff!
Catch aflight at

Farmers Market Bar326
FMBARS.COM f

Marinated Chicken at Puritan Poultry
$2.00 Oft

per pound with this ad
Thighs, Breasts, Kabobs
Tandoori * BBQ * Bulgogi
Pollo Asado * Lemon Pepper

Japanese Pepper

6333 W. Third St.
Farmers Market
323.938.5131

www.marcondas.com
Family Owned at the Farmers Market
for 79 Years



https://www.farmersmarketla.com
https://fmbars.com
https://marcondas.com
http://www.dupars.net/Store/
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Carefully crafted sushi at

Vdelclok

A new Japanese restaurant, SOgo
Roll Bar, opened last month in the
former location of McConnell’s Ice
Cream on Hollywood Boulevard in
Loz Feliz.

Restaurateurs Andy Paxson,
David Gibbs and head chef
Kiminobu Saito of Sushi Note

opened a quick-service dining
experience along with Dustin
Lancaster and Sarah Dietz of An
Eastside Establishment (L&E

Oyster Bar).

Located in what is becoming
East Hollywood’s restaurant row,
Sogo Roll Bar shares an outdoor

photo courtesy of Sogo Roll Bar

The bright sushi bar at Sogo is as inviting as the friendly faces of the

servers and sushi chefs.
Boulevard’s east side.

It's becoming quite popular on Hollywood

by Jill Weinlein

patio next to the expanding Go Get
Em Tiger coffee bar.

Inside the light and bright space
are reclaimed wood floors and a
light wood counter that runs the
length of the room.

While waiting for a seat, I met
Lancaster and learned how he has
been part of the neighborhood for
over a decade. He noticed a void in
Japanese sushi restaurants in the
area. After a soft opening serving
lunch only, the restaurant is now
serving dinner to locals who are
returning more than once a week to
enjoy the variety of unique and fla-
vorful hand rolls, he said.

Sogo Hand Roll offers a tiered
set of three to six hand rolls or a la
carte items, much like Sugarfish’s
concept. Guests sit back and watch
their order being made right before
their eyes, before being handed a
roll with an explanation of the
ingredients.

Rolls can be plated and cut upon
request. For those in a hurry, rolls
can be made fresh and ready to go
in custom curated boxes.

Roll makers use two sizes of
fresh, crisp nori rolled in a box-like
shape so the filling stays put and
doesn’t come out of the bottom.
Their warm rice is enhanced with
rice vinegar and topped off with a
pinch of sugar and salt.

For the salmon, snapper and
cucumber avocado rolls, each is
intensified with a green sauce that

photo by Jill Weinlein

Sogo translates to “mutual,” representing the give-and-take concept
between chef and diner at Sogo Roll Bar.

has a citrusy yuzu zing. Our three
favorites were the scallop hand roll
with fresh lemon and mayo, the
crab roll and the Gravlax hand roll
made with sour cream, chopped
wasabi root marinated in soy sauce
and salmon that has cured for three
days.

The restaurant is an ideal solo
dining spot. A person can come, sit
at the counter, order different rolls
and be entertained watching the

action behind the counter.

A photo of chef Saito when he
first arrived in Los Angeles from
Japan in the 1970s hangs in the
kitchen. His goal was one day to
own his own restaurant. Now, with
the help of Gibbs and others, his
dream has come true.

Sogo Roll Bar is open daily from
11 am. to 9 pm. $$ 4634
Hollywood Blvd., (323)741-0088.

Restaurant News

From page 14

Asian dishes, Piccalilli is one of the
first restaurants in Culver City to
have special happy hour pricing
every day from 4:30 to 6 p.m. and a
late-night special menu from 11 p.m.

to closing. Highlights on these
menus include $7 Thai banana hush
puppies, $9 miso pork jowl and
signature cocktails, such as the
Lumpini Smash, made with Ford’s
gin, tamarind, palm sugar, lime and
Thai basil, for $9. 3850 Main St.,
(424)298-8540.

Jane Fonda honored
on Women’s Day

his year’s event at Studio at
Beverly Hills honors the icon-
ic Jane Fonda on March 5 from 7
to 11 p.m. The L.A. women

empowerment nonprofit will have
Fonda accept her award among
500 Visionary Women members
and guests. A special partnership
with world-renowned arts collec-
tor and philanthropist Chara
Schreyer will also launch at the
event, with an interactive art

exhibit unveiling the first annual
Chara Schreyer Arts Initiative.
Proceeds go to Los Angeles’
Downtown Women’s Center.
General admission is $70, and $50
for women under 35. 407 N.
Maple Drive. Visit visionary-
women.com/events.

Stephons Strovk
MONSKUR MARCEL SEAFOOD MARKET

FARMERS MARKH

THE ORIGINAL FARMERS MARKET

Meel Our Merchanii!

Let’s GRILL!

Piedmontese Tomahawk Steaks!

Limit 3

Good through 3/4/20

6333 W. Third St.
Farmers Market
323.938.5131

www.marcondas.com
Family Ouned at the

Farmers Market for 79 Years

6333 W.THIRD ST. - LOS ANGELES - 323.933.9211
FARMERSMARKETLA.COM « £ W L /FARMERSMARKETLA

FULL STACK PANCAKES $1395 £y

SHORT STACK PANCAKES $l2.95

PLSTALRANT
L BAKERY

SERVED ALL DA

N ChokélakChlpPa akes

0..

topped with
Strawberries &
Vanilla

Whipped Cream

Inthe Original Farmers Market

3rd & Fairfax

(323) 933-8446
(323)933-8440
rances@dupars-psr.com
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PoOLICE BLOTTER

The following crimes occurred in West Hollywood, Beverly Hills and the
areas patrolled by the LAPD’s Wilshire and Hollywood divisions between
Feb. 17 and Sept. 23. The information was compiled from www.crimemap-
ping.com. To report a crime, call local law enforcement agencies: Los
Angeles Police Department, Wilshire Division (213)473-0476, Los Angeles
County Sheriff’s Department West Hollywood Station (310)855-8850, and
the Beverly Hills Police Department, (310)550-4951.

Beverly Hills Police
Department

Feb. 17

At 9:09 a.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
9100 block of Wilshire.

Feb. 18

An unknown suspect robbed a vic-
tim near the corner of Alden and
Maple at 12:34 a.m.

At 11:45 a.m., an unknown sus-
pect burglarized a vehicle parked
in the 9900 block of South Santa
Monica. An additional auto bur-
glary was reported in the same
location at 12:30 p.m.

At 1:30 p.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
9900 block of South Santa
Monica.

Feb. 19

An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 1100 block of
Summit at 12:06 a.m.

At noon, an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft from a
vehicle parked in the 300 block of
S. Doheny.

An unknown suspect committed a
grand theft in the 300 block of N.
Camden at 5:30 p.m.

At 7 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 200
block of N. Clark.

Feb. 20

An unknown suspect committed a
grand theft in the 9100 block of
Wilshire at 4:15 p.m. An additional
grand theft was reported in the
same area at 4:30 p.m.

At 6:30 p.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked near
the corner of Maple and Civic
Center.

Feb. 21

At 3:08 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 200
block of S. Beverly.

An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 9600 block of
Sunset at 2:45 p.m.

At 6 p.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
300 block of N. Palm.

An unknown suspect committed a
residential burglary in the 300
block of N. Palm at 7:50 p.m.

At 8:51 p.m., a suspect was arrest-
ed on suspicion of driving under
the influence of alcohol or drugs in
the 300 block of Canon.

Feb. 22

At 12:15 a.m., a suspect was
arrested on suspicion of driving
under the influence of alcohol or
drugs near the corner of Wilshire
and Spalding.

A suspect was arrested on suspi-
cion of driving under the influence
of alcohol or drugs in the 300 block

of N. Palm at 2:24 a.m.

At 2:30 p.m., a vandalism incident
was reported in the 400 block of N.
Bedford.

An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 100 block of S.
Linden at 5:24 p.m.

Feb. 23

At 3:32 a.m., a suspect was arrest-
ed on suspicion of driving under
the influence of alcohol or drugs
near the corner of Olympic and
Robertson.

West Hollywood
Sheriff’s Station

Feb. 16

At 1:20 a.m., an unknown suspect
assaulted a victim in the 8800
block of Santa Monica.

An unknown suspect robbed a victim
in the 900 block of Palm at 1:45 a.m.

At 2 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 8900
block of Santa Monica.

An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim in the 600 block of
Robertson at 2:30 a.m.

At 3:20 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 8800
block of Santa Monica.

An unknown suspect stole a vehi-
cle parked in the 900 block of
Hancock at 11:02 a.m.

At 6:30 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 1300
block of N. Harper.

Feb. 17

At midnight, an unknown suspect
assaulted a victim in the 8700
block of Melrose.

An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim in the 8800 block of Santa
Monica at 12:50 a.m.

At 5 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 600
block of San Vicente.

An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 500 block of
Flores at 7 p.m.

At 9:43 p.m., an unknown suspect
assaulted a victim in the 1200
block of Hayworth.

Feb. 18

At 12:30 a.m., an unknown sus-
pect committed a petty theft in the
900 block of Hilldale.

An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 7900 block of
Santa Monica at 9:50 a.m.

At 10 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 8600
block of Santa Monica.

An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 300 block of N.
Robertson at 5:33 p.m.

At 8:30 p.m., an unknown suspect
assaulted a victim in the 8500
block of Santa Monica.

Feb. 19

At 1:06 a.m., an unknown suspect
robbed a victim near the corner of
Holloway and Westmount.

An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 800 block of N. San
Vicente at 2 p.m.

At 10 p.m., an unknown suspect
robbed a victim in the 900 block of
Palm.

Feb. 20

At 7:30 p.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
1000 block of N. La Cienega.

An unknown suspect robbed a vic-
tim in the 500 block of Orlando at
9:30 p.m.

Feb. 21

At 8:40 p.m., a suspect assaulted
a victim during a domestic vio-
lence incident in the 8400 block of
Fountain.

Los Angeles Police
Department

Feb. 17

At 8:15 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 300
block of N. Fairfax.

An unknown suspect stole a vehi-
cle parked near the corner of
Lexington and Las Palmas at 1
p.m.

At 3 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 6100
block of Sunset.

An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft near the corner of
Western and Hollywood at 3:35 p.m.

At 4:48 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 7000
block of Sunset.

An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 400 block of N.
June at 7:25 p.m.

Feb. 18

At 8 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 5900
block of San Vicente.

An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 7000 block of
Lanewood at 10:45 a.m.

At 11:45 a.m., an unknown sus-
pect stole a vehicle parked in the
4900 block of Wilshire.

An unknown suspect committed a
theft in the 500 block of N.
Highland at 1 p.m.

At 1:20 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 5800
block of La Mirada.

An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 6300 block of
W. Third at 4:01 p.m.

At 6 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a grand theft in the
1300 block of Poinsettia Place.

An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 1600 block of N.
El Centro at 6 p.m.

At 7:42 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a grand theft in the
5800 block of Melrose.

An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 400 block of
N. Edinburgh at 7:45 p.m.

At 8 p.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
7100 block of De Longpre.

An unknown suspect committed a

petty theft in the 600 block of N.
Vine at 9 p.m.

At 9:30 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 5900
block of W. Eighth.

An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 6100 block of
Hollywood at 9:45 p.m.

At 10 p.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
400 block of N. Curson.

An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked near the corner of
Sunset and Orange at 11:30 p.m.

Feb. 19

At 12:01 a.m., an unknown sus-
pect committed a petty theft in the
800 block of N. Cahuenga.

An unknown suspect stole a vehi-
cle parked in the 7100 block of
Melrose at 12:30 a.m.

At 1 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 1000
block of N La Brea.

An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked near the corner of
Clinton and Arden at 9:45 a.m.

At 10:10 a.m., an unknown sus-
pect committed a petty theft in the
1400 block of N. Highland.

An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 5100 block of
Wilshire at 10:30 a.m.

At 11 a.m., an unknown suspect
stole a vehicle parked in the 7800
block of De Longpre.

An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 1200 block of N.
Mansfield at noon.

At 2 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft near the
corner of Orange and Hawthorn.

An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 500 block of N.
Martel at 2:55 p.m.

At 5:10 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 500
block of S. Hudson.

An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 8200 block of
Melrose at 6 p.m.

At 7 p.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked near
the corner of Cloverdale and Third.

A suspect stole a vehicle parked in
the 6700 block of Fifth at 7 p.m.

At 8:05 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 6300
block of Sunset.

An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft near the corner of
Sunset and Vine at 9 p.m.

Feb. 20

An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked near the corner of
De Longpre and La Brea at 1:10
a.m.

At 8:53 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 7600
block of Clinton.

An unknown suspect stole a vehi-
cle parked in the 100 block of N.
Manhattan at noon.

At 1:15 p.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
700 block of N. La Jolla.

An unknown suspect robbed a vic-
tim near the corner of Yucca and
Argyle at 2 p.m.

At 2:15 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 5400
block of Wilshire.

An unknown suspect stole a vehi-
cle parked in the 6700 block of
Yucca at 5:05 p.m.

At 5:30 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 100
block of The Grove.

An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 5600 block of
Sunset at 5:45 p.m.

At 5:50 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a grand theft in the
5300 block of Wilshire.

An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked near the corner of
Melrose and Sweetzer at 6:50 p.m.

At 8:45 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 100
block of N. La Cienega.

An unknown suspect robbed a vic-
tim in the 6300 block of W. Third at
8:55 p.m.

At 9 p.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked near
the corner of Beverly and
Sweetzer.

A suspect assaulted a victim dur-
ing a domestic violence incident
near the corner of Hollywood and
Orange at 10:10 p.m.

Feb. 21

At 12:10 a.m., an unknown sus-
pect robbed a victim in the 700
block of Vine.

A suspect assaulted a victim dur-
ing a domestic violence incident in
the 500 block of S. Gramercy at 3
a.m.

At 3:35 a.m., an unknown suspect
assaulted a victim near the corner
of Fountain and Vine.

An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 100 block of
N. Kilkea at 4:45 a.m.

At 2 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 6800
block of Hollywood.

An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 6800 block of
Hollywood at 2 p.m.

At 2:15 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 6100
block of Hollywood.

An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 1300 block of N.
Bronson at 2:30 p.m.

At 3:10 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 8400
block of W. Third.

An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim in the 6000 block of Santa
Monica at 3:30 p.m.

At 6:30 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 100
block of S. Fairfax.

An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 6100 block of
Fountain at 7:45 p.m.

At 7:50 p.m., an unknown suspect
stole a vehicle parked in the 7600
block of Beverly.

An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 6800 block of
Hollywood at 9:30 p.m.

At 10:40 p.m., an unknown sus-
pect committed a burglary in the
8400 block of Melrose Place.

An unknown suspect stole a vehi-
cle parked in the 1400 block of N.
Ivar at 11 p.m.

Feb. 22

At 1 a.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
1400 block of Vine.
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Gallery celebrates work by women artists

photo courtesy of Stuart Denenberg
The Getty Research Institute

Kathe Kollwitz’s “Self Portrait Facing Right”

Denenberg Fine Arts Gallery in West Hollywood has
announced the extension of “SHE TOO! A Curated Selection
of Art by Women,” which will be on view through April.

The curated exhibition of art by women includes works
ranging from the 19th to 21st centuries. By shifting from the
passive form of “me too” to the active form, “she too,” the
exhibition declares a critical metamorphosis in the evolution
of women’s rights, gallery owner Stuart Denenberg said.

“She Too” implies an actor, doer and maker, not a victim,
he added. The vibrant, creative and original contributions of
women artists in the exhibition are a manifestation of energy,
talent, intelligence and leadership common to both men and
women, Denenberg said.

The exhibition also celebrates the 100th anniversary of the
19th Amendment, which granted women the right to vote in
1919. It is running concurrently with an exhibit titled “Kéthe
Kollwitz: Prints, Process, Politics,” running through March 29
at the Getty Center.

Kollwitz, a well-known graphic artist in the 20th century, is
celebrated for portrayals of the hardships of war, poverty and
injustice, and for her technical virtuosity. The exhibit includes
rare drawings, working proofs and trial prints from the Getty
Research Institute’s Dr. Richard A. Simms Collection illus-
trating Kollwitz’s creative process and the depth of her social

(1938) illustrates the artist’s creative process. denenbergfinearts com.

and political engagement. For information, visit getty.edu.
Denenberg Fine Arts Gallery is located at 417 N. San
Vicente Blvd. For information, call (310)360-9360, or visit

KCCLA hosts performance by Black String

The Korean Cultural Center Los
Angeles and the Corporation
Korean Foundation for International
Cultural Exchange present a special
performance by the world music
group Black String this evening,
Thursday, Feb. 27, at 7:30 p.m. in
the center’s Ari Hall. Black String
performs contemporary music from
Korea. The group features Yoon
Jeong Heo (geomungo), Jean Oh
(electric  guitar), Aram Lee
(daegeum, yanggeum) and Min
Wang Hwang (ajaeng, janggu).

Black String particularly focuses

on improvisation as an impor- ﬁ

tant aspect of Korean tradition-
al music and creates a unique
language through Asian intu-
ition and musical idiom. The
group was founded in 2011
as part of a government-
sponsored, Korea-U XK. cul-
tural exchange program.

center’s 40th anniversary con-
cert series. KCCLA is located at

\
The performance is part of the

tion and to RSVP, call (323)936-

3015, or visit kecla.org.

Craft Contemporary partnership
builds upon art and architectur

Craft Contemporary and fs.
Materials & Applications
have announced a five-year
partnership titled “M&A x
Craft Contemporary” to
explore craft through art and
architecture.

Every summer through
2024, Craft Contemporary
will host a new architectural

P

project curated by M&A in
the museum’s courtyard.
M&A will also host work-
shops, performances, lectures
and conversations in conjunc-
tion with each installation.
Since 2003, M&A has pro-
duced more than 25 tempo-
rary, site-specific installations
and held over 100 programs in
Los Angeles dedicated to
experimental architecture. In
line with the organization’s
history of transforming under-
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photo courtesy of Craft Contemporary

A rendering depicts “Veil Craft” by Figure
at the ‘M&A x Craft Contemporary.’

utilized spaces into pocket
parks, M&A will take over the use
Craft Contemporary’s urban court-
yard as a site of architectural exper-
imentation and dialogue.

“This new partnership is a natural
extension of Craft Contemporary’s
long-standing interests in design,
materials and processes,” said
Suzanne Isken, executive director of
Craft Contemporary. “Oftentimes,
the emphasis on process and mater-
ial in architecture parallels the way
process and materiality are viewed
in craft, as an integral component of
art making and a path to bold exper-
imentation. We view ‘M&A x Craft
Contemporary’ as an opportunity to
join our overlapping audiences in a

larger conversation around craft.”

Each year, M&A will explore a
new curatorial theme, commission-
ing new work by under-recognized
architects, designers and artists.
The first will focus on the theme of
construction, highlighting the aes-
thetic language, material and
process of that form of architecture.
The installation, by the San
Francisco-based architecture studio
Figure, is titled “Veil Craft” and
will include a series of public pro-
grams to be announced.

Craft Contemporary is located at
5814 Wilshire Blvd. For informa-
tion, call (323)937-4230, or visit
craftcontemporary.org.

5505 Wilshire Blvd. For informa-
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12 oz cut of Juicy Strip Loin with Garlic Toast,
Seasonal Veggies with a choice of
Baked Potato, Mashed or French Fries

$31.50
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NPR takes its program onto the stage

“From the Top,” a nationally dis-
tributed NPR program heard
throughout the Los Angeles region
on KUSC FM 91.5, brings its next
live recording event to the Wallis
Annenberg  Center for the
Performing Arts on Wednesday,
March 4, at 7 p.m.

Host Peter Dugan and co-host
Viya Gupta will interview and per-
form with artists ages 10 to 18 years
old to showcase their talent and per-
sonal life on-air.

Featured artists include 10-year-
old pianist Olivia Larco from
Pasadena, 17-year-old cellist Mei
Hotta from Torrance, 14-year-old
violinist Bianca Ciubancan from
Chicago, a performance by the Los
Angeles Children’s Chorus and the
Quantum Saxophone Quartet from
Dallas.

The 90-minute performance is
presented in conjunction with
GRoW @ The Wallis.

Live recording events of “From
the Top” are one part of a larger res-
idency, which includes leadership
training, community engagement
and career development programs
designed to explore how each of the
young participating musicians can

photo courtesy of The Wallis
Young artists will showcase their musical skills at a live recoring at The
Wallis for NPR’s national program “From the Top.”

photo courtesy of “The Art of the Brick”

“The Art of the Brick” by artist Nathan Sawaya will debut at the California

Science Center.

utilize their skills beyond tradition-
al performance settings.

An additional non-broadcast
concert will be played by the young
artists on March 5 at 10:30 a.m. for
some 500 children in grades 3

through 12 from seven local
schools.

Tickets run from at $35 to $59.
The Wallis is located at 9390 N.
Santa Monica Blvd. For more
information, visit thewallis.org.

L.A. Marathon brings street closures

The 2020 Los Angeles marathon
runs through the city on March 8.
With it comes a reminder of large-
scale street closures through neigh-
boring communities.

Participants and drivers should
prepare for the 26.2-mile “Stadium
to the Sea” marathon that starts at
Dodger Stadium and runs through
West Hollywood and Beverly Hills
before concluding in Santa Monica.

“Experiencing the City of West
Hollywood at a runner’s pace is a
fantastic way to spend a Sunday
morning,” said John D’Amico,
mayor of West Hollywood. “It
seems obvious to me that the best
1.5 miles of the 26.2-mile L.A.
Marathon course is the part in West
Hollywood.”

The 2020 route will guide racers
into West Hollywood along Sunset
Boulevard at Marmont Lane, just
west of Crescent Heights
Boulevard. From the Sunset Strip,
runners will turn south onto North
San Vicente Boulevard and then
west on Santa Monica Boulevard.

After running through West
Hollywood, runners will continue
onto Doheny Drive, where they
will enter Beverly Hills at Beverly
Boulevard.

“We are pleased to welcome the

L.A. Marathon once again to the
streets of Beverly Hills, where ath-
letes will run along the iconic
Rodeo Drive, giving them a world-
class experience they will never
forget,” said John Mirisch, mayor
of Beverly Hills.

The city of Beverly Hills will
have live entertainment for runners
to enjoy during the marathon as a
special treat.

Streets closures on March 8 are
made to ensure the safety of partic-
ipants.

Closures will run in West
Hollywood from 4 a.m.to 2 p.m. on
Sunset Boulevard between
Marmont Lane Clark
Street/North San Vicente
Boulevard, North San Vicente
Boulevard between Sunset
Boulevard and Melrose Avenue,
Santa Monica Boulevard between
La Cienega Boulevard and North
Doheny Drive, and North Doheny
Drive between Santa Monica
Boulevard and Beverly Boulevard.

In Beverly Hills, closures run
from 5 am. to 1 p.m. on Doheny
Drive from North Santa Monica
Boulevard to Burton Way, Burton
Way from Doheny Drive to South
Santa Monica Boulevard, South
Santa Monica Boulevard closed

and

Rexford Drive to Rodeo Drive,
Rodeo Drive from Santa Monica
Boulevard to Wilshire Boulevard,
Wilshire Boulevard from Rodeo
Drive to South Santa Monica
Boulevard and South Santa Monica
Boulevard from Wilshire
Boulevard to Moreno Drive.

Roads will reopen on a rolling
basis at the discretion of the Los
Angeles  Marathon  Unified
Command and are subject to
change. The race course is closed to
all non-permitted bicyclists, skate-
boarders, skaters and pedestrians to
ensure the safety of race partici-
pants.

In an effort to assist the public in
avoiding possible traffic congestion
and parking delays, the organiza-
tion is informing the public to be
aware of no parking and tow away
zones.

Streets along the course will be
marked with signs approximately
72 hours before the event. Vehicles
in violation will be ticketed and
towed at the owner’s expense.

In tow-away zones, drivers must
adhere to dates and times posted on
streets.

For information on street closure
and detour routes, visit lama-
rathon.com.

Native Voices premieres ‘Lying

Native Voices, an Equity
Theater company devoted to
developing and producing new
stage productions by Native
American, Alaska Native and First
Nations playwrights, presents
“Lying with Badgers.”

The comedy, written by Jason
Grasl (Blackfeet), premieres on
Feb. 28 and runs until March 15 at
the Autry Museum of the
American West.

In the new play, a magically
charged world is ignited by wise
cracking spirit animals brought to
life by puppets as estranged broth-
ers of the Blackfeet Nation. The
characters are pitted against one

another in a fierce debate over the
personal and economic issues
Native people face today on their
sovereign land.

The debate covers issues such
as how exploiting mineral rights
could provide economic relief for
the tribe, but it could also destroy
sacred land. “Lying with Badgers”
challenges tradition, tests alle-
giances and forces long-buried
secrets into the light for its charac-
ters.

“Perhaps the most surprising
thing about ‘Lying with Badgers’
is how the production is both
moving and humorous,” said
Randy Reinholz (Choctaw), direc-

with Badgers’

tor and producing artistic director.
“The animals, all enacted by pup-
pets, are voices of the spirit world,
guiding the lead character to the
vital discoveries he needs to navi-
gate the land of Badger-Two
Medicine. The animals lead the
Blackfeet characters to love,
understanding, balance and accep-
tance.”

This year’s production follows
the appointment of DeLanna Studi
(Cherokee) as the new co-artistic
director of Native Voices.

The Autry Museum is located at
4700 Western Heritage Way. For
tickets and information, visit
theautry.org/nativevoices.

LEGO art takes over the
California Science Center

In the hands of children or any-
one, LEGOs can be used to create
things from your wildest imagina-
tion. But in the hands of an artist,
these colorful little bricks can re-
create masterpieces.

Artist Nathan Sawaya will debut
his art exhibit “The Art of the
Brick” on Feb. 28 at the California
Science Center. The collection will
feature more than one million
LEGO bricks transformed into
more than 100 sculptures.

Viewers will get to see original
sculptures as well as
Michelangelo’s  “David,” Van
Gogh’s “Starry Night” and Da
Vinci’s “Mona Lisa.” Other high-

lights include a 20-foot tyran-
nosaurus rex skeleton, a 7-foot tall
Easter Island Moai statue and a
multimedia collage of LEGO brick-
infused photography produced in
tandem with photographer Dean
West.

There will be a hands-on section
to the exhibit called “The Science
of the Brick,” featuring nine LEGO
brick building challenges and other
activities in which attendees can
participate.

The California Science Center is
located at 700 Exposition Park
Drive.

For information, visit california-
sciencecenter.org.
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Dodgers reveal new renderings of
stadium improvements for fans

On Feb. 13, the Los Angeles
Dodgers revealed an updated video
simulation and renderings of the
Dodger Stadium improvements as
the club continues to enhance the
fan experience at Major League
Baseball’s third-oldest ballpark
with modern and fan-friendly
amenities.

The project will create a new
“front door” to Dodger Stadium,
with two acres of food and enter-
tainment offerings in the new
Centerfield Plaza and renovated
pavilions, and also improve ball-
park circulation through the addi-
tion of elevators, escalators and
bridges — all without changing the
look and feel of one of the most
picturesque stadiums in sports.
Further details on the project will
be announced as Opening Day
approaches, including food and
beverage concepts and interactive
experiences.

The updated renderings also
include a Centerfield Bar that will
replace the tarp that stood above
centerfield. The new structure will
offer a viewing deck with a game
perspective  previously  only
enjoyed by way of television cam-
eras. The centerfield improvements
will house many new spaces that
enhance the fan experience, includ-
ing shaded areas where fans can
watch the game while enjoying
food and beverages, large screens
for game viewing, interactive enter-
tainment and several kids areas.

|
rendering courtesy of the Los Angeles Dodgers

Updated renderings of Dodger Stadium show plans for two rows of
“home-run seats” to be added to the front of the outfield pavilions.

The Legends of Dodger Baseball
will have a permanent home inside
the Centerfield Plaza. These leg-
ends’ plaques will join other dis-
plays honoring the Dodgers’ rich
history, including the relocated
Jackie Robinson statue and a Sandy
Koufax statue, which will be
unveiled during the season.

In addition, two rows of “home-
run seats” have been added to the
front of both outfield pavilions.
These seats will be barstool style
with drink rails and will include in-
seat food and beverage service.
Underneath the outfield pavilions,
the Dodgers have created bars that
will be accessible to all fans. Each
will be uniquely themed and have
an eye-level view into the adjacent

bullpens.

Fans will now be able to enter
through any stadium gate (regard-
less of seat location) and have easy
access to the entire stadium.
Additionally, new bridges will link
the pavilions to the main seating
bowl with easy access to all levels.

While the goal remains to com-
plete all renovations by Opening
Day, March 26, some elements will
be unveiled and added during the
first few homestands. The renovat-
ed pavilions and Centerfield Plaza
will not be accessible during the
Freeway Series, March 23-24, so
finishing touches can be completed.

Dodger Stadium is located at
1000 Vin Scully Ave. For informa-
tion, visit dodgers.com.

Jewish Community Foundation of Los
Angeles welcomes Klein as vice president

The Jewish Community
Foundation of Los Angeles has
welcomed Lori Klein as vice presi-
dent of its Center for Designed
Philanthropy.

The foundation, with more than
$1 billion in assets, is the largest
manager of charitable assets and
planned-giving solutions for local
Jewish philanthropists.

“[Klein’s]
thoughtful approach
to strategic
philanthropy will
help our family of
donors better
achieve their
charitable goals and
make meaningful
investments in the
community.”

- Marvin I. Schotland,
president and CEO of the
Jewish Community
Foundation of Los Angeles

—_— e

“We are pleased to welcome Lori
Klein to the center and as a member
of our senior management team.
She brings extensive experience in
strategic planning, program devel-
opment and management, grant-
making, volunteer management,
mentoring and organizational and
board development,” said Marvin I.

Schotland, president and
CEO of the Jewish
Community Foundation
of Los Angeles. “Lori’s
background and leader-
ship skills will be a sig-
nificant asset to our grant-
making initiatives. Her
thoughtful approach to
strategic  philanthropy
will help our family of
donors Dbetter achieve
their charitable goals and
make meaningful invest-
ments in the community.”

Klein will manage all
grantmaking programs,
help donors establish
meaningful charitable
legacies and maximize
the impact of their giving.
Klein will also lead the
center’s family philan-
thropy planning activi-
ties, engaging multiple
generations in giving that

W\

reflects their values.
Klein joins the founda-
tion from Students 4
Students, where she
served as executive direc-

tor. She was also formerly grams.

photo courtesy of the Jewish Community Foundation

of Los Angeles

Lori Klein will oversee the Jewish Community
Foundation of Los Angeles’ grantmaking pro-

associate chief program
officer and senior vice
president of the Caring for Jews in
Need initiative at the Jewish
Federation of Greater Los Angeles,
and associate director of the
Zelikow  School of Jewish
Nonprofit Management at Hebrew
Union College-Jewish Institute of
Religion.

Established in 1954, the Jewish
Community Foundation of Los
Angeles manages charitable assets
of more than $1 billion entrusted to
it by over 1,300 families. Over the
past 15 years, it has distributed
more than $1 billion to thousands
of nonprofits. For information, visit
jewishfoundationla.org.

photo by George Pimentel

Actress Uma Thurman presented a Lifetime Achievement Award to
Prince Albert Il of Monaco at a star-studded ceremony on Feb. 6.

Prince of Monaco honored in
Beverly Hills for conservation

Prince Albert II of Monaco
received a Lifetime Achievement
Award for his dedication to global
conservation at the Hollywood for
the Global Ocean Gala on Feb. 6 at
a private estate in Beverly Hills.

Hosted by founder and philan-
thropist Milutin Gatsby, the cere-
mony feted Prince Albert II for his
efforts in conservation. Special
guests also honored his work,
including actress Sharon Stone,
who presented the “Grand Earth
Pledge,” and artists Chris Isaak and
Macy Gray, who performed musi-
cal sets. Actress Michelle
Rodriguez also helped present
exclusive items for an auction con-
ducted by Simon de Pury.

“I am deeply honored to be pre-
sented  with  this Lifetime
Achievement Award and be wel-
comed at this outstanding event,”
Prince Albert II said. “This deter-
mination to take action and the
ambition to change the world with

knowledge and intelligence are the
most valuable assets we have.”

“This event is so important to me
because I have three sons and I'm
looking out for their future,” Stone
added. “I have the opportunity to
engage people to be part of this
effort and create a team who will
continue to work together and care
about this as a group.”

The award acknowledged the
Prince of Monaco’s commitment to
the planet, its biodiversity and frag-
ile ecosystem. Through his founda-
tion, launched in 2006 and dedicat-
ed to sustainable development
worldwide, more than 575 projects
have been supported around the
world. Notable achievements
include protecting the bluefin tuna
species, encouraging the effective
development of marine protected
areas and fighting plastic pollution
in the Mediterranean Sea.

For information,
fpa2.org/home.html.
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Cedars-Sinai volunteer delivers crocheted hearts

Around Cedars-Sinai, Susan
Nicholson is known simply as “the
heart lady.”

That’s because since 2013,
Nicholson has been making and
delivering roughly 50 crocheted
hearts each week to patients, visi-
tors and employees — anyone who
looks like they could use a spiritual
boost.

A Cedars-Sinai volunteer for the
past 12 years, Nicholson came up
with the idea to create mini cro-
cheted hearts while trying to distract
a very sick heart-failure patient who
had just arrived at Cedars-Sinai
from the Midwest.

“Cedars-Sinai was his last hope,”
said Nicholson, a retired Los
Angeles resident who used to be in
the rare-book business. “He was so
sad, so I decided to crochet him a
healthy red heart. As he watched my
hands work, his demeanor went
from sadness to distracted. When I
gifted him the final product, he
sobbed. I realized these hearts had a
lot of potential for joy.”

Since that day, Nicholson has
spent a vast majority of her time with
heart transplant patients, although
her deliveries expand to anyone who
may need an extra spark of happi-
ness. Each heart takes approximately
two minutes to crochet.

“I always try to gift the hearts to
people who may go unnoticed, like
the cleaning crews, security guards
and cafeteria workers,” Nicholson
said.

photo courtesy of Cedars-Sinai

Susan Nicholson is known as “the heart lady” around Cedars-Sinai
because she crochets some 50 hearts every week for patients, staff

members and visitors.

But her zest to spread happiness
spreads beyond Cedars-Sinai. Now,
she carries extra hearts with her
everywhere she goes.

“For anyone who I come across in
my daily life that may need an extra
little pick-me-up, I offer them a heart
and a smile, although many people
ask me for a hug by the end of our
conversation,” said Nicholson.
“Whatever I can do to lift other peo-
ple’s spirits and bring them cheer, |
will.”

With each passing year,
Nicholson continues to bring joy

and meaning to patients and
employees throughout Cedars-
Sinai. And she doesn’t plan on stop-
ping anytime soon.

“Cedars-Sinai is obsessed with
patient care, and I’m pretty obsessed
with upholding my end of that bar-
gain,” she said. “Plus, I get to put
smiles on faces every time I step on
campus and receive more hugs a
day than I can count. I am truly get-
ting the better end of the deal.”

Cedars-Sinai is located at 8700
Beverly Blvd. For information, visit
cedars-sinai.org.

Exhibit showcases historic preservation in WeHo

photo by Tony Coelho
The Villa d’Este apartments on Laurel Avenue in West Hollywood are
included in a series of photographs chronicling the city’s historic properties.

The city of West Hollywood will
debut a new exhibition, “Historic
WeHo,” featuring photographs of
historic properties in the city by
Tony Coelho, at the West
Hollywood Library.

West Hollywood recognizes the
importance of preserving cultural
resources and since adopting its his-
toric preservation ordinance in
1989, has designated more than 80
sites, including six historic districts.
Through historic preservation, the
city and its community members

embrace the stories of people,
events and ideas that helped shape
the city.

In 2015, the city of West
Hollywood began a project with
photographer Coelho, to document
the city’s designated historic prop-
erties. The “Historic WeHo” exhi-
bition includes a selection of pho-
tographs from the project repre-
senting diverse architectural styles
and associations with well-known
architects and builders. The
images celebrate West Hollywood

and recognize its past, present and
future.

“Historic WeHo” will be on dis-
play through Wednesday, May 13,
at the West Hollywood Library, 625
N. San Vicente Blvd. A reception
will be held on Friday, March 6, at
7 p.m. in conjunction with an event
for the city’s WeHo Reads program
featuring Antonio Gonzalez’s book,
“Architects Who Built Southern
California.” The reception will be
held in the library’s community
meeting room. Admission is free
and open to the public, and RSVP is
requested by visiting wehoreadshis-
toricweho.eventbrite.com.

Gonzalez will also present stories
about the people behind some of
Southern California’s most iconic
buildings, including many who
designed buildings in West
Hollywood. Among the architects
who settled in the West Hollywood
area were Claud Beelman, known
for designing the Elks Lodge in Los
Angeles; Albert C. Martin, architect
of Grauman’s Million Dollar
Theater; and Julia Morgan, the first
woman architect licensed in
California and designer of the
Examiner Building.

For information, call West
Hollywood’s Arts Coordinator
Mike Che at (323)848-6377, email
mche@weho.org, or visit weho.org.

Philanthropist Bruce Whizin

photo courtesy of Marvin Steindler Photography

was joined by LAHSA Vice

Chairwoman Sarah Dusseault and author and activist Annabelle
Gurwitch at the “Facing Homelessness Benefit.”

JFLA honors leaders in the
fight against homelessness

Jewish Free Loan Association
held its “Facing Homelessness
Benefit” on Saturday, Feb. 8, at the
Luxe Sunset Boulevard Hotel. The
event supports JFLA’s
Homelessness Initiative, which
addresses the needs of vulnerable
people in Los Angeles and Ventura
counties on the verge of becoming
homeless by providing them with
interest-free loans for eviction pre-
vention, security deposits, and first
and last month’s rent.

Former Los Angeles City
Controller and Councilwoman
Wendy Greuel, a member of
LAHSA  Board, presented
LAHSA Vice Chairwoman Sarah
Dusseault with the Facing
Homelessness Champion Award.

Rachel Grose, JFLA’s executive
director, presented philanthropist

Bruce  Whizin  with  the
Philanthropic Leadership Award.
Actor, author and activist

Annabelle Gurwitch hosted the
evening, and Urban Voices
Project choir performed for the
300 guests.

Jewish Free Loan Association
is a financial agency offering
assistance to people of all faiths
facing financial challenges. For
more than 100 years, JFLA has
provided hundreds of thousands
of people with interest-free loans
for emergencies, education,
developing small businesses,
healthcare and life events. For
information, visit jfla.org.

More time for comments on Sidewalk Repair Program

The city of Los Angeles has
extended the public review comment
period for the proposed Sidewalk
Repair Program to April 24.

The city has prepared a draft
environmental impact report to
evaluate the potential environmen-
tal effects of the program. It
addresses sidewalk repair projects
under an agreement reached in a
lawsuit by advocates of people with
disabilities, who sued the city over

impediments to mobility on side-
walks.

The city is requesting input on
the draft EIR from public agencies,
residents and stakeholders. To read
the draft EIR, visit sidewalks.lac-
ity.org.

Comments can be emailed to
shilpa.gupta@lacity.org; include
“SRP DEIR” in the subject line and
a return mailing address. Comments
can also be mailed to Shilpa Gupta,

Environmental Supervisor I, City of
Los Angeles, Department of Public
Works, Bureau of Engineering,
Environmental Management Group,
1149 S. Broadway, Sixth Floor, Mail
Stop 939, Los Angeles, CA, 90015-
2213.

Following the close of the com-
ment period, the city will consider
and prepare responses and compile
a final EIR. For information, call
Gupta at (213)485-4560.

Lease

Listing

I

#3235 YOUNG DRIVE | BEVERLY NILLS | $&.200/M0

¢ BEDS | L%

BATH

Thet charmihg toarihéme W loosad 14 4 Dautigue Trenoh Normandin
suiding closn 10 the Haverly Hitls High Scheal and Century City
Features iciude centrol alr, beautitul wooden Moory, Kitchen wit
QUATTZ CouUntIr1Pe ang DURL-N aPpIianCces, NG INBCe (aendry The
WO SPRCOUS DRdrooms dre oCated LOstairs with ample doset and
SL0CH0 S000e. WOndertul Beverly Mls tocation
ROSALIE

Rosaliol® TredgeayiRE (om
HOJSI 878 | Lic # 01115075

TREASENCYRE COM



https://www.theagencyre.com

Park Labrea News/Beverly Press

21 February 27, 2020

Natural History Museum unveils 2020 First Fridays

Earlier this month, the Natural
History Museum of Los Angeles
County announced the 2020 sea-
son of First Fridays with the
theme “The Future is Now.”

Wander through NHM’s halls
after-hours for live music perfor-
mances and enlightening discus-
sions about the future, moderated
by award-winning Los Angeles
Times writer Patt Morrison. Sip
crafted cocktails with dinosaurs,
engage in themed discussions,
dance to live music and DJs in the
mammal halls, and eat from a
variety of L.A. food trucks.

On March 6, the museum will
host “Future of Medicine” from 5
to 10 p.m. Join science correspon-
dent and “Ologies” podcast host
Alie Ward for “Secrets from the
Vault,” where she will ask NHM
research specialists about their
collections. Conversations will be
held at 5:30 and 7:30 p.m.

A discussion moderated by
Morrison will be held with Dr.
Alexis Komor and Dr. Roey
Tzezana. Komor, an assistant pro-
fessor at the University of
California San Diego, developed
a new approach to genome editing
during her postdoctoral work.
Tzezana is a futures studies
researcher at Tel Aviv University,
a research fellow at Brown
University and lead researcher for
nonprofit XPRIZE Foundation.

Performances will also be held

_.

photo courtesy of the Natural History Museum of Los Angeles County
The museum’s 2020 season of First Fridays includes “Future of
Medicine,” “Future of Environmental Studies,” “Future of Design and

Architecture” and “Future of Food.”

throughout the night, with Café
Molly at 7 p.m., French Vanilla at
8 p.m. and Wajatta at 9 p.m. The
DJ Lounge will be run by KCRW
resident DJ Novena Carmel from
5 to 6 p.m. and 8:30 to 10 p.m.
Guest DJ Josh Peace will host
from 6 to 8:30 p.m.

Tickets to the event are $20 for
non-members and free for mem-
bers, although limited tickets are
available.

Upcoming First Fridays will
include “Future of Environmental
Studies” on April 3, “Future of
Design and Architecture” on May
1 and “Future of Food” on June 5.
Tickets for the June event are $25
for non-members.

The Natural History Museum of
Los Angeles County is located at
900 Exposition Blvd. For more
information or to purchase tickets,
visit nhm.org/firstfridays.

Three new exhibitions on display at TAG Gallery

Michael Becker’s “Dancers,” a
photographic survey of dancers in
movement, is now on display at
TAG Gallery.

“Capturing a rehearsal of the
renowned dance troupe Diavolo
was an experience of energy
interacting with architecture,”
Becker said. “Having access to
this amazingly talented group of
young people gave me inspiration
to make a body of work about
humans and the way we interact
with architecture and each other.”

The survey’s intention is to dis-
play interactions between the par-
ticipants showing movement and
flight. Some of what is captured
is clear, while other photographs
are blurry.

TAG Gallery is also celebrating
Los Angeles’ creative industry
with “Art+Video.” Selected and
member artists display video art
alongside physical art objects in
the South Gallery. The exhibit
features work by a number of
artists, including Karen Hochman
Brown, Mathilda LaZalle Moore,
Katie Brightside, Jody Zellen,
Molly Schulman, SKUT, Robert
Fitzgerald, Hannah Beadman,
Kayla Cloonan and Miss Art
World.

T

photo courtesy of TAG Gallery

TAG Gallery represents contemporary Southern California artists who

work in all mediums and styles.

“An artist walk-through of the
exhibition will be held at 3 p.m.
on Saturday, March 7.

“Postmodern Reactions” show-
cases work of the gallery’s mem-
ber artists in the East and West
Galleries. Members respond to
the postmodernism movement in
their own unique and diverse
ways.

All three exhibitions will be on
view at the gallery through March
14.

TAG Gallery is located at 5458
Wilshire Blvd. Regular hours are
11 am. to 5 p.m., Tuesday
through Saturday. For informa-
tion or to schedule a private view-
ing, call (310)829-9556, or visit
taggallery.net.

El Capitan holds early screening of

El Capitan Theatre will exclu-
sively screen Disney and Pixar’s
“Onward” from March 5 to March
22.

Guests can see characters lan
and Barley from “Onward” live on
the El Capitan Theatre stage, as
well as take photos at the
“Onward” mural wall in the the-
ater lobby. In addition, guests can
see a real-life version of
Guinevere, Barley’s groovy purple
van, in front of the El Capitan
Theatre.

On Feb. 29, theatergoers can

attend a special Leap Day advance
screening of “Onward” at 1 p.m.
All advance screening guests will
receive a commemorative
“Onward” pin and drawstring
backpack, as well as a reserved
seat, popcorn and 20 oz. bottled
drink. Tickets to the advance
screening are $16 per adult and
$13 per child.

“Onward” showtimes are at 10
am., | pm., 4 pm., 7 pm. and
9:50 p.m. from Friday, March 6, to
Sunday, March 22. Showtimes on
the film’s opening day, Thursday,

Disney’s ‘Onward’

March 5, are at 7 and 9:50 p.m.
only.

Tiny Tot Tuesday will be held
for the first show every Tuesday
during the run of “Onward.” At
these screenings, parents and small
children may enjoy the movie with
dimmed lights and reduced sound
levels.

Group rates of $10 per person
are available for parties of 20 or
more. The El Capitan Theatre is
located at 6838 Hollywood Blvd.
For information, call (818)845-
3110, or visit elcapitantickets.com.

Between March 5 and April 11,
Gustavo Dudamel, the LA Phil’s
music and artistic director, and
creative chair for jazz Herbie
Hancock will bring together musi-
cians, artists and activists repre-
senting a variety of musical tradi-
tions and social movements for
“Power to the People!” a festival
about finding your voice and
using it.

“I’'m so thrilled to be collabo-
rating with Gustavo Dudamel to
gather together composers, musi-
cians and activists who are carry-
ing the torch for a wide variety of
communities,” Hancock said.
“These are artists who help us
understand one another, who fight
for the rights of all people to be
treated as equals. It’s a celebration
not only of great music but of
people who teach us how to find
our voice and who use theirs to
preserve the dignity and rights of
all.”

Musical performances include
Hancock with Dudamel and the
LA Phil (March 5), Patti Smith
and Her Band (March 6),
“Residente” with Dudamel and
the LA Phil (March 7), Conrad
Tao (March 10), Terence
Blanchard performing the music
from Spike Lee films with Ben
Harper (March 14), Cécile

McLorin Salvant performing her
song cycle “Ogresse” (March 15)
and the West Coast debut of Ted
Hearne’s “Place.” Two Toyota

LA Phil debuts ‘Power to the People!’

Symphonies for Youth perfor-
mances address the festival’s
themes and feature the philhar-
monic (April 4 and 11).

“Ever since my experience with
El Sistema as a young boy in
Venezuela, I have passionately
believed in the power of music to
unite, heal and inspire us to build
a better world,” Dudamel said.
“The extraordinary artists in this
festival, each with their own
unique vision of how art can
change society for the better, serve
as a powerful reminder that, no
matter the challenges that face us,
there is always hope for the
future.”

“Power to the People!” also
features talks, participatory
events and performance art at
Walt Disney Concert Hall and
venues throughout Los Angeles.
Imani Uzuri invites participants to
sing songs of resistance (March 7-
8), Terence Blanchard discusses
his career and collaborations
(March 12), A Noise Within and
the LA Phil join together for an
evening of political theater
(March 13), Angela Davis deliv-
ers a talk on creativity’s role in
social change (March 18), and
Seth Parker Woods and Spencer
Topel perform “Iced Bodies”
(March 21).

Walt Disney Concert Hall is
located at 111 S. Grand Ave. For
information, visit
laphil.com/power.

Cécile McLorin Salvant wrote the genre-hopping, big-band work
“Ogresse,” which will be performed on March 15 at the LA Phil.

photo by RR Jones

Disney Store celebrates ‘Frozen 2’

photo by Alex J. Berliner/ABImages

In honor of the in-home release of “Frozen 2,” Walt Disney Studios, Walt
Disney Animation Studios and the Disney Store at Westfield Century City
Mall collaborated with designers Paul Hernandez, Tomy Huang and Nick
Verreos.

The Fashion Institute of Design & Merchandising took over the store,
dressing it with five “Frozen 2”-inspired streetwear looks and design ele-
ments. Hernandez and Huang created two female and two male garments,
incorporating the elemental spirits of nature — air, fire, water and earth —
while Verreos and his design partner, David Paul, created an Elsa-inspired

gown.

The “Frozen 2” store window will be on public display through Sunday,

March 1.

The Disney Store at Westfield Century City is located at 10250 Santa
Monica Blvd. For information, visit westfield.com/centurycity.
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and hours, visit lavote.net.

A photograph in the March 31, 1955, issue of the Park Labrea News
reminded residents to cast ballots in the Los Angeles municipal prima-
ry election. This year’s municipal primary election is next Tuesday,
March 3. Voters in the local area will cast ballots in the race for the
Los Angeles City Council’s 4th District, as well as two seats on the
Beverly Hills City Council and in many other races. Voting will occur
at centers throughout the community, many of which are already open.
Others will open on Feb. 29. For information or to find a voting center

‘Frankenstein’ production extended at The Wallis

The Wallis Annenberg Center
for the Performing Arts and Four
Larks’ production of “Frank-
enstein” will be extended through
Saturday, March 7, in The Wallis’
Lovelace Studio Theater.

This unusual “Frankenstein,”
commissioned by The Wallis, is an
amalgamation of physical theater,
live music and experiential design
that brings the tale to life in a mod-
ern take spotlighting the dangers of
unregulated technology.

Sourced predominantly from
Mary Shelley’s novel in conjunc-
tion with its 200th anniversary, the
production features a cast of 12,
all doubling as musicians. The
show is directed, created, staged
and composed by Four Larks’ Mat
Sweeney, with design and chore-
ography by Sebastian Peters-
Lazaro, the show’s creative pro-
ducer.

“With Four Larks’ Mat
Sweeney and Sebastian Peters-
Lazaro, two artists whose bound-
less artistry has made its mark on
Los Angeles’s creative landscape
for many years, we have partnered
with the ideal team to build this
extraordinary piece of work,”
said Paul Crewes, artistic director
of The Wallis.

“Mary Shelley’s story, one of
the greatest ever told, ushered in
new genres, and its ethical ques-
tions continue to resonate with
new advances in science and
technology,” Sweeney and
Peters-Lazaro said.

The production utilizes a strobe
light effect, flashing lights and
theatrical haze and contains par-
tial nudity. Tickets are $60.

The Wallis Annenberg Center
for the Performing Arts is located
at 9390 N. Santa Monica Blvd.,
Beverly Hills. For information or
to purchase tickets, call (310)746-
4000, or visit
thewallis.org/frankenstein.

photo by Kevin Parry

Max Baumgarten, left, plays the Creature, and Kila Packett plays Victor
Frankenstein.
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The Broad names outdoor plaza after museum partner

The Broad announced on Feb. 21
that its outdoor plaza has been named
after its longtime leading partner as
the East West Bank Plaza.

“We have been honored to part-
ner with East West Bank on innov-
ative programs that have showcased
the art in the Broad collection and
deepened visitors’ engagement with
the art on view,” said Joanne
Heyler, founding director of The
Broad. “Our two institutions share a
commitment to serving our com-
munities, and with their support, we
have been able to expand our arts
education programs and family
offerings as part of our mission to

make contemporary art accessible
to as many people as possible.”
The 24,000-square-foot plaza
adjacent to the museum provides a
vibrant outdoor space for the public
to enjoy and will serve as an entry-
way to downtown Los Angeles’ arts
and culture corridor along Grand
Avenue when a new station opens
behind The Broad in 2022 as part of
Metro’s regional connector project
extending the Metro Gold Line
Little Tokyo/Arts District Station to
the 7th Street/Metro Center Station.
East West Bank is also the spon-
sor of The Broad’s fifth-anniversary
year of exhibitions, installations and

events. The Broad is dedicating its
first- and third-floor galleries to
showcasing its collection for much
of 2020 to celebrate the museum’s
anniversary.

This unique rotating program
includes conversations with artists
and deep dives into the work of icons
of American postwar art and 1960s
pop, key artists of the 1980s New
York and Los Angeles art scenes, and
important figures from the 1990s to
the present day.

The Broad Museum is located at
221 S. Grand Ave. For information,
call (213)232-6250, or visit thebroa-
d.org.

Project Angel Food receives $30,000 for food insecurity

Project Angel Food has
received $30,000 from the
Enterprise Rent-A-Car

Foundation to address food inse-
curity in Los Angeles County.
The donation is part of a program
called Fill Your Tank, which cel-
ebrates Enterprise Rent-A-Car’s
60th anniversary by providing
$60 million over six years to
fight hunger around the globe.
The Fill Your Tank program
donations made locally are deter-
mined by local Enterprise opera-
tions.

Beyond donations, Enterprise
Rent-A-Car is supporting the Fill
Your Tank program with a
hunger awareness and local

engagement campaign.

“Enterprise Rent-A-Car is
woven into the fabric of the Los
Angeles County community, and
food insecurity is an issue for our
community. This donation to
Project Angel Food of $120,000
over four years will support those
in our community who need a lit-
tle help to reach to their full
potential,” said Valerie Brandon,
regional vice president of
Enterprise.

Globally, one in nine people
don’t get enough food to be
healthy and lead an active life,
according to the World Food
Programme. Today, more than a
third of households served by

Feeding America include at least
one child.

“Project Angel Food is grateful
to have received $120,000 from
Enterprise Rent-A-Car in the past
four years,” said Richard Ayoub,
executive director of Project
Angel Food. “The Fill Your Tank
program has special meaning for
our clients. Having a ‘full tank’
of food can make it easier for
critically ill patients to take their
medications, and the weekly
deliveries of the medically tai-
lored meals reduce the stress of
knowing where their next meal is
coming from.”

For information, visit angel-
food.org.
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See answers page 26
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‘Emma’ captures the Jane Austen spirit

Step aside, bow-wielding
Gwyneth Paltrow, a new Emma
has arrived, ready to catapult us
into all the early 1880s drama only
the mighty Jane Austen provides.

This time around, the role of
heroine belongs to Anya Taylor-
Joy. She made a name for herself
in horror flicks like “The Witch”
and “Split,” but she does just fine
as the almost 21-year-old “with
very little to distress or vex her”
Austen wrote about in 1815.

The fourth film adaptation of
“Emma” (of course I include
“Clueless” on that list) certainly

hopes to establish itself as the
quintessential telling. Or at least
that’s how I interpret the period
(or full stop to invoke the film’s
U K. setting) included at the end

of the actual title of “Emma.”
Certainly, this iteration brims with
charm and costume design ready-
made for the next awards season,
but not enough for me to abide by
such a tedious use of punctuation
where it has no business.

Where were we?

Vanity is the key word here, and
Emma Woodhouse (Taylor-Joy)
deposits far too much of this bank-
rupt cultural currency. The daugh-
ter of an aging father (Bill Nighy)
at the Hartford estate in Highbury,
she knows her way around too
many upper-class social gather-
ings. And once she successfully
plays matchmaker for Mrs.
Weston (Gemma Whelan, “Game
of Thrones”) and the previously
widowed Mr. Weston (Rupert

photo courtesy of Focus Features

Anya Taylor-Joy stars as the title character and Mia Goth as Harriet
Smith in “Emma,” the newest film based on the novel by Jane Austen.

ON SCREEN
TIM POSADA

Graves, “Sherlock”), Emma
becomes a self-declared expert on
the coupling of others.

As events unfold, we quickly
see how little dear Emma knows
about such matters. First, she con-
vinces bestie Harriet Smith (Mia
Goth) to decline a proposal from
Mr. Martin (Connor Swindells),
despite both their wishes. Instead,
she attempts a paring that back-
fires  sensationally, proving
Emma’s ineptitude and daftness to
others’ feelings.

None of this should be a sur-
prise for the mistress of Hartford.
After all, neighbor and friend
George Knightley (Johnny Flynn)
remains her sole critic, challeng-
ing the rather overt classism that
dictates her choices and opinions
of others. A particularly tragic tar-
get of ridicule is Miss Bates
(Miranda Hart, “Spy,” “Call the
Midwife”), whose only crime is
being both too kind and a touch
dull.

And then there’s the mystique
surrounding Frank Churchill
(Callum Turner), Mr. Weston’s
son from the first marriage who
dared not attend the second wed-
ding. That’s the modern-day
equivalent of disliking Beyoncé,
but Emma remains intrigued
nonetheless. She’s a brat, after all.

Sure, you might need a program
with character bios to track every-
one, but if you just embrace it as a
zany period piece, then the out-
come is rather satisfying. The

photo courtesy of Focus Features

Emma (Anya Taylor-Joy) shares a moment with George Knightley
(Johnny Flynn) in “‘Emma,” an enjoyable film with an ensemble cast.

ensemble cast is quite quirky,
from Mr. Elton’s (Josh O’Connor)
fragile ego to his new wife’s
(Tanya  Reynolds) strange
approach to pretentiousness.

The real star, as it should be, is
Emma. Normally, the entitled rich
person is the villain, but Taylor-
Joy infuses the character with
enough charisma and the possibil-
ity of hope that the performance
never becomes tiresome or revil-
ing. Instead, her pride neatly com-
pliments Mr. Knightley, her oppo-
site.

Between this unlikely pair, a
tinge of sexual chemistry breaks
through all the elite’s pomp and
circumstance. OK, not really a
tinge. When our introduction to
Mr. Knightley includes a side shot
of his bare derriere, then perhaps
we’re experiencing the randiest

Austen movie yet, a kind of send-
off to the pre-Victorian era before
repression ruins all the fun.

Director Autumn de Wilde
might be new to feature films, but
her photography and music video
work with artists like Beck, Rilo
Kiley and Florence + the Machine
dates back more than a decade.
She successfully transitions from
short-form to full-length audio-
visual content, and whatever
comes next will certainly build on
this splendid gem.

“Emma” is an easygoing expe-
rience. It lacks the commercialism
of 2019°’s “Little Women” with a
brisk pace and larger narrative
tension. This one’s all about sub-
tlety, a fitting approach to
Austen’s material, but don’t
worry, that randy subtext is a lotta
fun.

The Los Angeles Master Chorale
announced its 2020-21 season,
including an exploration of
American music, a program featur-
ing artist-in-residence  Reena
Esmail’s “I Rise: Women in Song”
and a showcase of music by Bach,
Haydn and Handel.

The chorale begins its 2020-21
season with Haydn’s grand orato-
rio, “The Creation,” at 7 p.m. on
Sunday, Oct. 18. Depicting the bib-
lical creation story with texts from
Genesis and “Paradise Lost,” the
performance will be conducted by
Gershon and feature soprano Sarah
Shafer, tenor Arnold Livingston
Geis and bass Justin Hopkins.

Two distinctive settings of sacred
texts will be performed at 2 p.m. on
Sunday, Nov. 14, and 7 p.m. on
Sunday, Nov. 15. The concert will
run nearly two hours and feature
Handel’s “Dixit Dominus” and
Arvo Pirt’s “Te Deum.”

Kicking off holiday festivities,
the chorale will perform “Festival
of Carols” at 2 p.m. on Dec. 5 and
12.At7 p.m. on Sunday, Dec. 6, the
chorale’s “Lo, How a Rose” con-
cert pays tribute to the classic
Renaissance Christmas carol by
Michael Praetorius, a piece that
depicts the nativity. Among several
arrangements of the carol will be a
version by composer Shawn
Kirchner. The concert features an
interpretation by Argentine com-
poser Ariel Ramirez and new com-
missions by Los Angeles-based
Filipino composer Saunder Choi
and American composer Dale
Trumbore.

L.A. Master Chorale announces robust 2020-21 season

Handel’s “Messiah” will be per-
formed at 7 p.m. on Sunday, Dec.
20, and a sing-along will be held at
7:30 p.m. on Monday, Dec. 21.

Guest conductor Rollo Dilworth
will lead “United We Sing,” a pro-
gram that showcases the breadth
and vitality of the many shared cul-
tures that make America what it is
today. Taking place at 7 p.m. on
Sunday, Jan. 31, 2021, the perfor-
mance will feature music by
Dilworth, Michael David, Melissa
Dunphy, Sidney Guillaume, Rafael
Hernandez, Al McNeil, Alice
Parker and Mary Lou Williams.

Associate  conductor Jenny
Wong will lead Reena Esmail’s “I
Rise: Women in Song,” which
pays tribute to Emily Dickinson,
Eleanor Roosevelt, Maya Angelou
and Arlene Geller.

“I Rise” will be held at 7 p.m. on

Sunday, March 14, 2021, and will
also feature James MacMillan’s
“Stabat Mater.”

Rounding out the 2020-21 sea-
son, Bach’s “B-minor Mass” is a
monumental testament to the com-
poser’s artistry. Bach spent his
final years compiling a lifetime’s
worth of his most powerful music
into this single work. The perfor-
mance will feature the Musica
Angelica Baroque Orchestra at 2
p.m. on Saturday, May 8, 2021,
and 7 pm. on Sunday, May 9,
2021.

The Los Angeles Master Chorale
is located at 135 N. Grand Ave.
Subscriptions for the 2020-21 sea-
son start at $117 and are available
now by phone, (213)972-7282, or
at lamasterchorale.org/subscribe.
Single tickets will be available in
August 2020.

photo by Jamie Pham
Associate conductor Jenny Wong will lead Reena Esmail’s “I Rise:
Women in Song” at 7 p.m. on Sunday, March 14, 2021.
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Britton Tolliver’s Earthquake Makeup Il is an acrylic and mixed media on
panel, hangs in the gallery.

Luis de Jesus gallery exhibits
abstract geometric artworks

Luis De Jesus Los Angeles gallery
hosts Britton Tolliver’s second solo
exhibition, “Bend to Play,” on view
from Feb. 29 through April 11. An
opening reception will be held on
Saturday, Feb. 29, from 6 to 8§ p.m.

In “Bend to Play,” Tolliver applies
a technique he devised for pushing
paint through grids to an array of
complex biomorphic and geometric
forms.

Britton, a life long devotee to both
the formal and psychological prop-
erties of abstraction, has come to
embrace the vacillation between

chaos and structure in his painting
practice. This influence can be
traced back to the artist’s early work
in his early 20s while serving time in
prison.

The paintings recall vacuum-
formed topographical maps with
microcosmic paint cliffs and pools
teeming with the polymorphic genes
of Fetish Finish and 1970s pop cul-
ture.

Luis De Jesus Los Angeles is
located at 2685 S. La Cienega Blvd.
For information, visit
luisdejesus.com.

Foundation grants county $1.7 million

A multi-year grant from the
Andrew W. Mellon Foundation was
gifted to the L.A. County
Department of Arts and Culture to
implement an innovative artist
development initiative to increase
diversity, equity and inclusion.

The $1.7 million grant will fund a
new Civic Artist Initiative with
multiple components, including a
small-scale project to support tem-
porary art and performance-based
practices, the development of a
year-long fellowship for artists to
gain one-on-one support, a budget
to complete the initative’s first pub-
lic art projects and a suite of free
professional development work-

shops and events geared toward
meeting the needs of a wider range
of county artists.

“We are excited to leverage this
generous gift from the Mellon
Foundation to remove barrier that
L.A. County artists face,” said
Kristin Sakoda, Department of Arts
and Culture director.

The result is a series of strategies
that aim to address historic and
structural barriers for diverse and
underrepresented artists.

“Our lives are enriched when we
tap into the creative energy and tal-
ent of our grassroots community
artists,” said Hilda Solis, Los
Angeles county supervisor, Ist

District.

Programs will focus on portfolio
development, marketing and busi-
ness practices for artists. The model
aims to integrate professional devel-
opment and networking strategies
and the practical and conceptual
tools in the field of public art.

“The L.A. County Department of
Arts and Culture has a long history
of professional development sup-
port for nonprofit arts organiza-
tions,” Sakoda said. “This initiative
is a bold next step to increase
opportunities for individual artists
and support greater diversity, equity
and inclusion in the county’s cultur-
al sector and civic spaces.”

Run and fundraise for the L.A. LGBT Center

The Los Angeles LGBT Center
has set its goal to raise $51,000 as
an official charity partner of the
LA Big 5K, which will take place
on Saturday, March 7.

Over the years, the center’s 5k
race team, Center Crew, has raised
approximately $20,000. The pro-
ceeds from the charity event will
benefit the center’s programs and
services.

“The new year and the new
decade are in full swing, and our
eyes are set on the next wave of the
LGBT movement. The center’s
vitality depends and thrives on our
collective engagement, so I
encourage you to join our Center
Crew,” said Rani DeMesme-
Anders, the center’s membership
manager.

Crew members receive a special
designed Center Crew T-shirt and
pair of socks in addition to
fundraising, coaching and invita-
tion, to crew meetups.

To register for the team or to
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donate to them, visit

give.classy.org/lalgbtbigSk.

For information about LA Big
5K run, visit labigSk.com.

The Los Angeles
Philharmonic Association
announced the schedule for the
2020 KCRW World Festival at
the Hollywood Bowl.

Now in its 21st year, the festi-
val will start on Sunday, June
28, at 7 p.m. Attendees can
expect an eclectic musical spirit.

On June 28, artist Andrew
Bird will perform work from his
new album “My Finest Work
Yet,” followed by Grammy-
nominated Calexico and Iron &
Wine, who will bring
Southwestern textures. Chapel
Hill folk duo Mandolin Orange
sets the mood at the top of the

evening.

On July 5, Flying Lotus and
saxophone player Kamasi
Washington take the stage to
perform alongside the
Hollywood Bowl Orchestra.

On July 19, three-time

Grammy-winning singer and
producer Maxwell performs

Hollywood Bowl summer
festival announces lineup

new  arrangements  from
throughout his three-decade
career. The Hollywood Bowl
Orchestra and Maxwell’s veter-
an touring band will back him
up that night.

On Aug. 2, KCRW’s annual
reggae celebration returns for its
19th edition with Southern
California reggae rockers
Rebelution leading the way
alongside Toots & The Maytals,
Jah9 and DJ Mackle.

On Aug. 9, Polo & Pan,
Parcels, Poolside and Lido
Pimienta take over The Bowl.

On Aug. 16, the final day of
KCRW’s World Festival, The
Alabama  Shakes’  singer
Brittany Howard takes the
stage, while Thundercat and
Georgia Anne Muldrow perform
jazz, soul and rhythm and blues.

The Hollywood Bowl is locat-
ed at 2301 N. Highland Ave. For
information, visit hollywood-
bowl.com.

LACMA’s ‘Call and Response’ exhibit
inspires black ‘Book Playlist’

The Free Black Women’s Library
L.A. and LACMA present a collec-
tion of books written by black
women inspired by the exhibition
“Betye Saar: Call and Response,”
which is on view through April 5.

“Betye Saar: Call and Response”
is the first exhibition at a California
museum to address Saar’s entire
career and focus on her sketch-
books, said Asha Grant, director of
The Free Black Women’s Library
L.A. Saar is known for her assem-
blages, many of which serve as
statements of reclamation and
appropriation of the black woman’s
body from the mainstream gaze.

“Black women’s literature and art
create portals to our individual and
collective past, present and future,
allowing readers and viewers the
unique opportunity to exit on both
sides of a story,” Grant said, adding
that black women have long used
art and literature as mediums for the
world to interrogate the politics of
identity, ancestry and difference.

The original Free Black
Women’s Library was started by
Ola Ronke Akinmowo in 2015 in
Brooklyn, New York. It was orga-
nized to celebrate Black women
writers, artists and creatives
through community trading. After

“Black women’s
literature and art
create portals to our
individual andcollec-
tive past, present
and future, allowing
readers and viewers
the unique opportu-
nity to exit on both
sides of a story.”

Asha Grant, director of Free
Black Women’s Library L.A.

stumbling across the organization
in 2016, Grant reached out and cre-
ated the L.A. library in December
2019.

Grant said that increasing access
to literature is a core mission for the
library and was excited to collabo-
rate with LACMA.

She invites folks to indulge in a
literary exploration of Saar’s “Call
and Response” with the “Book
Playlist,” as part of the library’s col-
laboration with LACMA.

The list is a collection of books
written by black women and

inspired by the thematic threads of
black spirituality, representation,
ancestry, southern domestic life,
nostalgia and Saar’s installations
and sketchbooks.

The “Call and Response Book
Playlist” consists of seven books:
“South of Pico: African American
Artists in Los Angeles in the 1960s
and 1970s,” “Voyage of the Sable
Venus and Other Poems,” “The
Bluest Eye,” “Homegoing,” “Bone
Black: Memories of Girlhood,”
“Domestic Work: Poems,”
“Women, Race, & Class” and
“Quicksand and Passing.”

The selection of books can be read
at these local community partner
spaces: Junior High — Los Angeles,
Bloom and Plume Coffee, South LA
Café, Reparations Club, The
Underground Museum, Patria
Coffee and ProjectQ Salon and
Community Center.

FBWLLA is a grassroots travel-
ing book exchange that offers liter-
ary events with black women writ-
ers at the center. The organization
hosts events that range from art-
making workshops to book discus-
sions and screenings.

LACMA is located at 5905
Wilshire Blvd. For information,
visit unframed.lacma.org.
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Offices would be for
entertainment industry

From page 1

the currently vacant lot, which
until 2015, housed nearly 200
eucalyptus trees.

“We’re talking about major
inconvenience and major parking
and traffic problems,” Anderson
said.

Anderson also said the land —
which is currently zoned for
transportation — would be better
used for parking or ride-hailing
pick-up and drop-off for the
upcoming 2028  Summer
Olympics in Los Angeles. The
additional office space, he said,
“doesn’t bring any quality to
anybody.”

“Pm trying to nip
this in the bud ...
Why go through all
the rigamarole
that’s going to get
shut down?”

-Robbie Anderson,
Beverly Hills resident

—— e

“This is going to affect the
quality of life, and the quality of
my life, and I’ve lived here my
whole life,” Anderson said. “My
family has lived here for over 100
years. Where do they get off
thinking this is good for the city?”’

Anderson began his attack on
the project before the developer
completed its  application.
Beverly Hills Principal Planner
Masa Alkire said after the project
was submitted, multiple city
departments reviewed the appli-
cation, and they sent their ques-
tions and feedback to the appli-
cant.

In a statement, City Manager
George Chavez said the applica-
tion was deemed incomplete in
October, pending that additional
information.

“Since that time, the applicant
has not submitted new materi-
als,” Chavez said. “If and when
the application is deemed com-
plete, the next steps would

include an environmental review
(where traffic and construction
impacts would be examined) and
public hearings.”

The environmental review
will be particularly important, as
the land, which was once a
right-of-way for the Union
Pacific Railroad, “has been
identified as contaminated and,
if development were to be
approved for the site, there
would be appropriate remedia-
tion,” Chavez said.

Alkire said even though the
Beverly Hills Land Company
owns the land, Union Pacific is
responsible for cleaning up the
hazardous materials found there,
which a 2016 city study found to
be higher-than-normal levels of
arsenic.

Anderson said he’s starting his
outreach now to avoid the multi-
ple time-consuming and costly
public hearings and meetings
that will be held as the project
moves forward. Alkire said the
environmental review alone
could take several months to a
year.

“It’s not a short process,”
Alkire said.

Chavez added that, on top of
the environmental review, the
project would need a general
plan amendment, specific plan
and development agreement,
meaning it would need approval
from the Beverly Hills Planning
Commission and the Beverly
Hills City Council.

Anderson said he’s confident
that “once the people get the
details in living color, they’re
going to go ‘no ... way this is
going in’” and will attend the
public hearings to make their
opposition known.

“I’m trying to nip this in the
bud before all these meetings
with the residents and the com-
mercial people,” Anderson said.
“If people could just see what
they’re going to do, they might
have a different opinion of this.
Why go through all the rigama-
role that’s going to get shut
down?”

Scooter companies expected to weigh in

From page 1

ing technology at a joint meeting for
the Public Works and Gang
Reduction and Transportation com-
mittees on Feb. 19. There is no set
date for when the scooters will be
geo-fenced from the Hollywood
Walk of Fame and O’Farrell’s
proposition will have to go through
a process by the city.

LADOT uses geo-fencing tech-
nology to create a virtual perimeter
in a specific geographic area, which
allows e-scooter and bikes to send
signals to the LADOT to inform
them where they are located and
whether any laws are being violated.

The city of Los Angeles adopted
regulations in 2019 under the
Electric Scooter  Ordinance.
O’Farrell supported the ordinance
and the emerging transit options, but
over time the lack of management,
from scooter companies such as Lyft,
Jump, Bird and Lime, and safety
issues, have left them with no choice
but to pursue a restriction in such a
highly congested area, he said.

Rana Ghadban, president and
CEO of the Hollywood Chamber of

Commerce — which oversees the
Walk of Fame, said that the priority
has always included protecting and
preserving the historic, cultural
monument.

“We understand the councilmem-
ber’s direction to the Department of
Transportation was based on public
safety concerns,” Ghadban said.
“We will continue working with the
councilmember’s office and our e-
scooter members to ensure public
safety is not compromised and the
Walk of Fame is protected.”

Kristopher Larson, president and
CEO of the Hollywood Property
Owners Alliance, agreed with
O’Farrell and said, since the launch
of the pilot program, it has been
problematic.

“Currently, we have infrastruc-
ture that is not meant to accommo-
date that type of mobility,” Larson
said.

Besides safety concerns for those
on the sidewalks, there is a rising
hazard for riders on e-scooters who
move down intersections because
drivers are looking out for pedestri-

ans and pay less attention to scoot-
ers, Larson said.

Apart from the e-scooters being a
potential hazard, there is growing
frustration with the lack of manage-
ment.

“We have scooters all over the
sidewalk, which creates more
issues for pedestrians and those
with disabilities,” Larson said. “We
have had our security team picking
them up. We are picking up about
2,000 scooters, and about 61% of
scooters are on the Hollywood
Walk of Fame.”

Larson added that mobility
choices are excellent and an oppor-
tunity for people to easily move
throughout the district is something
he wants, but there needs to be an
infrastructure that can support it.
Additionally, there needs to be a
stronger understanding of responsi-
bility among riders, he said.

“It’s called the Walk of Fame for
a reason,” Larson said. “If people
can’t enjoy the walkability of the
‘Walk of Fame, it’s an issue we have
to work through.”

Enterprise Foundation makes
Project Angel Food donation

Project Angel Food has received
$30,000 from the Enterprise Rent-
A-Car Foundation to address food
insecurity in Los Angeles County.
The donation is part of a program
called Fill Your Tank, which cele-
brates Enterprise Rent-A-Car’s
60th anniversary by providing $60
million over six years to fight
hunger around the globe. The Fill
Your Tank program donations
made locally are determined by
local Enterprise operations.

Beyond donations, Enterprise
Rent-A-Car is supporting the Fill
Your Tank program with a hunger
awareness and local engagement
campaign.

“Enterprise Rent-A-Car is woven
into the fabric of the Los Angeles
County community and food inse-
curity is an issue for our community.
This donation to Project Angel Food
of $120,000 over four years will
support those in our community
who need a little help to reach to

their full potential,” said Valerie
Brandon, regional vice president of
Enterprise.

Globally, one in nine people
don’t get enough food to be healthy
and lead an active life, according to
the World Food Programme. Today,
more than a third of households
served by Feeding America include
at least one child.

“Project Angel Food is grateful
to have received $120,000 from
Enterprise Rent-A-Car in the past
four years,” said Richard Ayoub,
executive director of Project Angel
Food. “The Fill Your Tank program
has special meaning for our clients.
Having a ‘full tank’ of food can
make it easier for critically ill
patients to take their medications,
and the weekly deliveries of the
medically tailored meals reduce the
stress of knowing where their next
meal is coming from.”

For information, visit angel-
food.org.

Safety the primary concern

From page 1

mined unsafe will have new signs
barring tour buses.

The law will take effect in April,
after Los Angeles Mayor Eric
Garcetti signs it.

It took a few years and a change
in state law before anything could
be done about tour buses in Los
Angeles. Assemblyman Adrin
Nazarian (D-San Fernando Valley)
authored Assembly Bill 25, which
authorized local jurisdiction to place
restrictions on tour buses such as
their access to streets and prohibit-
ing the use of loudspeakers on buses
without roofs.

Many residents and city officials
wanted to create tour bus regulation
for the last two decades but were
unable to because the state law did
not allow local tour bus ordinances
until AB 25, Ryu said.

“What AB 25 did was give the
ability for the city of L.A. to carve
out these rules,” Ryu said. “Once
that got passed, we worked with the
department of transportation, the
city attorney’s office, office of

tourism and everyone else to figure
out how we could come up with
tour bus regulations.”

Many tour bus operators have
been willing to comply, but some
smaller and more unscrupulous
companies often park behind blind
curves, allowing passengers to exit
when its unsafe and violate traffic
laws and regulations, Ryu said.

“This is about
public safety.”

-Los Angeles City Councilman
David Ryu

“This isn’t about the tour bus
industry, this is about public safe-
ty,” Ryu said. “I support tourism
100%, and tourism is a huge indus-
try, but public safety is more impor-
tant to me. This is not just public
safety for the community and
neighbors, but public safety for our
visitors and tourists. We want to

for bus rules

make sure they have a good experi-
ence and a good time.”

Ryu, whose district includes
Hollywood, has heard from con-
stituents about the many dangers
and hazards that tour buses have
created on narrow hillside streets.

“We had no way to stop them and
keep people safe. After years of
working with the state and working
with the city, we are finally bring-
ing some commonsense safety to
this industry,” Ryu said.

The tour bus law was seven years
in the making, according to
Anastasia Mann, president of the
Hollywood Hills West Neighbor-
hood Council. For years, her neigh-
borhood has faced issues dealing
with traffic violations, fire hazards,
privacy and residential rights, but
recently due to the proliferation of
tour buses going up and down the
hillside things have escalated.

“The reality is that the quality of
life issues and safety on the street
have been trounced upon over and
over again,” Mann said.

Local officials push for more to be done

From page 3

able housing operator use the prop-
erty for affordable housing for low-
income families or as a homeless
shelter for at least 30 years.

“It is my hope that the legislation
will help support the organizations
here today and others like them,”
said Schiff, referencing the repre-
sentatives from the Hollywood
Community Housing Corporation,
West  Hollywood Community
Housing Corporation, California
Community Foundation and repre-
sentatives from Los Angeles,
Burbank, Pasadena and Glendale in
attendance.

In the community room at the
Coronel Apartments, located at 1554
N. Serrano Ave., Schiff, state Sen.
Maria Elena Durazo (D-Los Ang-
eles) and Assemblywoman Laura
Friedman (D-Glendale) described
housing as one of the most pressing
issues facing their districts.

“As a society, almost every major
challenge we face today has a nexus
with housing,” Schiff said.

The attendees spent nearly an
hour discussing how best to fund
affordable housing to create lower
rents and more units, which in turn
would help alleviate the homeless-
ness crisis in Los Angeles County.

“Subsidized housing will be part
of the solution, and we have to put
more resources into it, but we also
have to find a way for the market
itself to create units that are more
affordable. It’s all hands on deck,”
Friedman said.

Also present were three residents
of affordable housing, including
John Concannon, who lives in the
Hayworth House apartments in
West Hollywood, a property of the
West  Hollywood Community
Housing Corporation.

Concannon said he was selected
for one of 48 units in a “lottery” that
was entered by approximately
3,000 people, and he feels fortunate
to be able to continue to live in
Southern California because of it.

“I’m so appreciative, but I do

think of the other people, like
where are they now? Where are the
other almost 3,000 people?
Somewhere. A lot of people I know,
they have to go back to their home
states,” Concannon said.

Participants also discussed how
people in Southern California
struggle to pay for more than just
the rent. Even being able to buy
food can be a struggle for some,
like the community college stu-
dents Schiff highlighted at a similar
event at Los Angeles City College
in September.

“We’re also going to have to do
something about raising incomes,”
Schiff said.

In the meantime, Schiff said he
hopes Republican lawmakers and
President Donald Trump will sup-
port his bill.

“An approach of using tax incen-
tives to create housing and stimu-
late the market is one that both
Democrats and Republicans should
be able to embrace,” Schiff said.
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Contentious exchanges at Roxbury Park

From page 3

affordable units to be built, which
would make it easier for seniors to
afford to live in the city. She also
expressed support for mixed-use
developments.

“We can develop somewhat taller
and denser buildings if we make
these types of amendments that will
enable you to stay here in Beverly
Hills and retain the lifestyle that
you’re used to, but maybe an apart-
ment that is 600 square feet or 700
square feet [instead of] 1,000,”
Gordon said.

Bosse added that some areas of
the city that are zoned for buildings
as tall as four stories only contain
two-story-tall buildings, and build-
ing higher in those areas, as well as
increased mixed-use developments,
will add to the city’s housing stock.

“With that, we will be able to
achieve the mandate,” Bosse said.

Gold agreed that smaller units
and mixed-use projects will make it
easier for young people and seniors
to live in Beverly Hills.

“There are parts of town that are
just begging for us to do this, and I
think we have to start it sooner than
later,” Gold said.

Zeltzer, however, extolled the
fresh ideas that new representatives
would bring to the council. As an
example, she cited housing pods,
which create affordable housing at a
faster pace than traditional con-
struction, and cohousing, where
tenants have private living spaces
but share areas like kitchens and
common rooms.

“I think it would be great for both
young people, and for elderly peo-
ple especially, to have [cohousing
spaces] ... I think it would be the
perfect solution,” Zeltzer said.

Rowe restated his desire to see
two 70-story towers built in Beverly
Hills and said his fellow candidates
were “vastly underestimating the
amount of construction that we
have to do.”

“We should build residential tow-
ers, so that we can build them
quickly. Let’s take 10 years and
have affordable housing in a time-
line that makes sense,” Rowe said.

Bosse told Rowe “very loud and
clear” that Beverly Hills residents
“will never support two 70-story
buildings,” though Rowe was unde-
terred.

“Lili Bosse won’t,” Rowe replied.

Bronte also asked Rowe about
how the city should better prepare
for a firestorm, or a large wildfire
that creates its own weather system.
Rowe claimed the city’s status quo
is insufficient to keep people safe,
as there is “no way” the city could
evacuate all of its residents quickly.

“I don’t want to be alarmist here,
but by the time you get a warning,
you’re probably dead,” Rowe said.

Rowe said Beverly Hills Fire
Department Chief Greg Barton told
him that the city has 1,200 trees that
are a risk of burning, “and that’s just
the beginning.”

photo by Cameron Kiszla
Dr. Julian Gold, Lori Greene Gordon, Rabbi Sidney Green, Lili Bosse,
Robin Rowe and Aimee Zeltzer participated in the Beverly Hills Active
Adult Club’s City Council Candidates Forum.
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“We should have done this much
sooner. We shouldn’t have waited
until a disaster to other cities to say,
‘Well, maybe we should clean this
up,”” Rowe said.

Planning Commissioner Gordon
said another issue is that some pri-
vately owned larger trees require
Planning Commission approval if
the property owner wants those
trees removed.

“I think [this] is something that
should immediately be changed for
the safety of the community
because it’s all about safety, not
about aesthetics, when it comes to
life-saving measures like making
sure a giant pine tree in front of
your house doesn’t burn and cause
the entire neighborhood to go
down,” Gordon said.

Bosse said she wants to roll out a
new program called Just in Case, as
the city’s emergency plans are
dated. For instance, she pointed out
that the city’s plans call for the pub-
lic to assemble at El Rodeo School
and Beverly Hills High School,
which are under construction.

“I don’t believe that our commu-
nity is ready ... so I’ve been work-
ing with the police department and
fire department to make sure that
we as a community, just in case, are
the most prepared community for
fires, for earthquakes, for any-
thing,” Bosse said.

Gold said while the city is chang-
ing how it manages trees as more
knowledge is gained from disasters
elsewhere, he suggested the city
should also put technology to use to
make Beverly Hills safer by keep-
ing residents informed.

“Despite the dire warnings from
Mr. Rowe, I do think that there are
technologies that we should explore
that will keep our residents notified
of what’s going on,” Gold said.

On the topic of interfaith rela-
tions, Bronte asked Rabbi Green
about how he would get religious
organizations more involved in the
community, as Green has said it is
one of two issues on which he is
campaigning.

Rabbi Green criticized the city
for scheduling major days of
BOLD - Beverly Hills Open Later
Days — on the Sabbath, because a
large proportion of Beverly Hills
residents are Jewish. Green said the
BOLD scheduling is part of a larger
pattern of the synagogues in
Beverly Hills not knowing they can
come to the City Council — all five
members of which are Jewish —
with requests.

“I think the council should reach
out to the synagogues,” Green said.

Zeltzer, who previously served
on the South  Robertson
Neighborhood Council, said she
was surprised that the city doesn’t
“have anything or barely anything
for the Jewish people.” She added
that Roxbury Park would be a per-
fect place for a multireligious event
to bring the city together.

“We’re doing it over in Pico-
Robertson, on the South Robertson
Neighborhood Council, and we’re
much smaller, we have much less
funds. Why can’t it be done here?”
Zeltzer asked.

Bosse called the criticism “fake
news” and said that the city reaches
out to representatives of all faiths
for events like the mayor’s installa-
tion. Bosse added that the commu-
nity of Beverly Hills isn’t separated
along religious lines.

“We’re more than just the Jewish
community. We’re a whole commu-
nity,” Bosse said.

Gold echoed Bosse’s sentiments
and said the city holds events that
appeal to people of all religions.

“It may not be obvious, but there
is an intersection between the city
and the religious institutions,” Gold
said. “But for us to actually create
events that are religious in any con-
text, I just think it’s the wrong thing
to do.”

Rabbi Green added that he
blames City Attorney Laurence
Wiener, who he called “the most
powerful man in the whole city,”
for preventing more Jewish influ-
ence in city activities.

“The city attorney misunder-
stands the separation of church and
state,” Green said. “I’ve asked the
council, ‘Let’s have an open debate,
me with the city attorney, Larry
Wiener.’ I love him, but he doesn’t
know the law with respect to church
and state.”

Rabbi Green took another of his
questions — what he would like to
see the City Council do for seniors
— and addressed his other primary
topic: medical cannabis. Green sug-
gested seniors would benefit from
allowing the sale of medical
cannabis in Beverly Hills, as they
could use cannabis products instead
of some pain medications. The city
currently only allows the delivery
of medical cannabis from outside
the city.

“It’s time to reconsider that ... If
we’re going to be a healthy city,
then let’s let people use medical
marijuana,” Green said.

Bosse countered that when the
city considered allowing cannabis
businesses, the public pushed back
and said “unequivocally” they did
not want it, as did the Beverly Hills
Police Department.

“There’s tremendous amount of
crime in the areas that are around
these establishments that sell mari-
juana. It was a decision that was
really set by this community. They
said ‘no,”” Bosse said.

When Rabbi Green argued that
the opposition to marijuana busi-
nesses was led by Gold, who he
claimed was more worried about
smoking than cannabis, Gold, an
anesthesiologist, confirmed that he
opposes smoking and vaping on
health grounds, and he said
cannabis use can lead to other
health problems as well.

From page 1

voting no because he does not
support the project.

However, Mirisch joined his
colleagues for a unanimous vote
in favor of the development
agreement after the developer
included some concessions for
the Belvedere Hotel Group,
which owns the Peninsula locat-
ed across Charleville Boulevard
from the project site at 9908 S.
Santa Monica Blvd.

The Peninsula’s general coun-
sel, Michael Tenner, appeared
before the council on Feb. 4 and
18 to argue that the project, if
approved without some consider-
ation for the hotel’s proximity,
would hurt the Peninsula’s busi-
ness. In particular, Tenner pushed
back against the short-term
rentals of residential units and
the noisy aspects of construction,
especially in the morning.

The Peninsula and GPI agreed
on a homeowners association-
enforced penalty for future resi-
dents who rent their home on a
short-term basis and that all high-
noise construction activities —
such as jackhammering or heavy
hauling — take place after 9 a.m.
City staff will ensure the con-
struction crews mitigate early-
morning noise, using methods
such as sound barriers and work-
ing on the side of the property
farthest away from the Peninsula,
and any exceptions will require
written notice 24 hours in
advance.

rendering courtesy of GPI Companies
GPI Companies now has approval to build a mixed-use project on
the site of the former Friars Club building.

Hotel gets some, not
all, of what it seeks

Some of the Peninsula’s other
requests were not granted. The
hotel requested that any con-
struction noise before 9 a.m. not
exceed three decibels over the
baseline noise, which Ryan
Gohlich, the city’s assistant
director of community develop-
ment, said “would effectively
preclude any construction activi-
ties prior to 9 am.”

The Peninsula also requested
that no heavy truck traffic use
Charleville Boulevard, but
Gohlich said that stipulation also
went too far.

“That would be overly onerous
and may actually cause many
other traffic-related impacts as
we try to get trucks out of the
project site,” Gohlich said.

Once the City Council mem-
bers confirmed that both Tenner
and CIliff Goldstein, founder and
managing partner of GPI, were
on board with the plan — “Not
enthusiastically, but yes, we’re
willing to accept it,” Goldstein
said — council members praised
both sides for finding a working
compromise.

“Thank you for reaching an
agreement on this. This is consis-
tent with what we’re trying to
accomplish,” Councilman Rob-
ert Wunderlich said.

“I’m thrilled that both parties
were able to come to ‘yes,” and |
look forward to having this move
forward,” Councilwoman Lili
Bosse added.

“That said, there are other issues
with marijuana, and not the least of
which is you cannot put the money
in a bank, so these [businesses] are
built like forts ... There’s a lot of
evidence now that says they’re dan-
gerous,” Gold said.

Gordon, the Planning
Commissioner, agreed with the
incumbents. Gordon said the com-
mission considered the issue before
it came to the City Council and also
had concerns about crime and the
prohibition on banks servicing
cannabis businesses. Gordon added
that allowing delivery, as well as
the growing of a small number of
cannabis plants for personal use,
allows medical cannabis patients to
get the products they need.

Allowing cannabis businesses in
Beverly Hills, however, is “not

appropriate for our city at this
time,” she said.

Rowe suggested the city could
allow the warehousing of cannabis
in Beverly Hills, as that would pro-
vide tax revenue, and he added that
he believes the banking issues
could be solved.

Zeltzer, who said she’s a breast
cancer survivor, said medical
cannabis was “very helpful” for her.
She added that, along with the
health benefits, cannabis could
boost the retail industry.

“My idea, which I think is some-
what a compromise, would be to
have like an upscale edible [retail
store]. I'm not at all for smoking
marijuana either ... It would be a
very nice thing to have one of these
stores in Beverly Hills, like an
upscale [edible store],” Zeltzer said.
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Classified Advertising

(323)933-5518 » email:karen@beverlypress.com

BUSINESS & SERVICE DIRECTORY

The “ ise Doe

Computer Problems?
I CAN HELP!

* Troubleshooting

¢ Lessons

¢ Purchase Consultation
* Phone Support

Joel Rothman
323.240.5112

TheDiskDoc@mac.com

HELP WANTED

Looking for experienced
Commercial Property
Manager to oversee 5

story office building in
Miracle Mile area.
Send resumes to:

BuildingOffice5150Wilshire

@gmail.com

INCOME TAX

ALLYEAR
INCOME TAX

Professional Tax Return
Preparation
10% DISCOUNT FOR

NEW CLIENTS
5967 W. Third St. Suite #201
Los Angeles, CA 90036
Phone (323)937-3848
FAX (323)937-9970

Across street from Park Labrea
email:allyearservices@yahoo.com

CLEANING SERVICE

* Pressure wash carpet,
dry in 2 hours.

« Janitorial Service - prepare
apartment for renting.

* Clean apartment buildings.

* Special prices for offices.

* Liability & Workers Comp.
Ins.

Call Steve
(323)376-7337
stevethejanitor.com

DOG WALKER

DOG WALKER
* Leash Manner Training
* Socialization, Structure,

Exercise

* Insured, Certified

AKC Good Citizen Trainer
323.393.5238
latty@cooperk-9.com

Google: Latty Cooper
as seen on YouTube!

COMPUTER HARDWARE NEWSPAPERS

PARK LABREA NEWS Te I l y our
Tw & BEVERLY PRESS UPHOLSTERY & DRAPERY t
5150 WILSHIRE BLVD. #330 ‘ I . S ory
SCREENS * DOORS P.O. Box 36036 | | make an impact
LLos ANGELES, CA 9oo6 - on your audience.
HARDWARE ) 8 Commercial & Residential Growth isn't a goal,
SALES & INSTALLATIONS | | 323.933.551 Every Style: it's 3 outcome.
7769 SANTA MONICA BL. www.beverlypress.com R S(I)fas, FC h?;: > ?’Ilpc?\l/-(?r§ maCkeycreatlvelabfcom
www.parklabreanews.com cprace Feather Froot Himing info@mackeycreativelab.com
WEST HOLLYWOOD 3 .F " o Broad Selection of Fabrics,
oliow us on Draperies & Roman Shades
(323)248-0840 Facebook &Twitner, HIGHEST QUALITY MACKEY
www.tashmans.com for the latest news! WORKMANSHIP G ——
Since 1961 Now deli in Call Rosie for FREE Estlmat-e
livered 310-491-8409 =
Family Owned & Operated Beverly Hills! West Hollywood (‘_‘,)
LEGAL NOTICE
PARK LABREA NEWS
FICTITIOUS “u“m“
BUSINESS NAME THOUETRIES
STATEMENT jnns “0‘ lalll
2020029189

The following person(s) are doing business
as BARRE BELLE; BARRE BELLE BY
MARNIE ALTON, 113 N. LABREA AVE,,
LOS ANGELES, CA 90036, LOS ANGE-
LES COUNTY. 201406510258. MBJB
LLC, 113 1/2N.LABREAAVE. #107,LOS
ANGELES, CA 90036. The business is con-
ducted by: A LIMITED LIABILTY COM-
PANY. The registrant started to to transact
business under the fictitious business name
or names listed herein on 12/2019. This
statement was filed with the County Clerk of
Los Angeles County on FEB. 5, 2020. NO-
TICE - This fictitious name statement ex-
pires five years from date it was filed prior
to that date. The filing of this statement does
not of itself authorize the use in this state of
a fictitious business name in violation of the
rights of another under federal, state of com-
mon law. (See section 1440 et seq., Business
Professions code.

2/20,2/27, 3/5, 3/12/20

| want to inspire other home
chefs to get creative,
experiment with new

techniques, explore flavors
from around the world, and,
above all, to cook boldly with
love and salt.

inemilysktichen.com
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Helping out is easy!
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(O Tarkett

THE ULTIMATE FLOORING EXPERIENCE

LINOLEUM CITY

over 66 years on Route 66

- _'__"""'é“;f"'
Rubber ¢ Linoleum ¢ Vinyl Tile ¢ Fiber Floor ¢
Laminate Floors * Azrock VCT
Prices so low you’ll be floored!
We understand your needs and deliver promptly.

Professionally installed or Do-It-Yourself! “L.A’s Largest Selection of Floor Covering”

4849 Santa Monica Blvd. * (323)469-0063 * www.linocity.com



https://www.linoleumcity.com
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