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Beverly Hills council
stands up against hate

m City selects an official definition of anti-Semitism

BY CAMERON KISZLA

In a unanimous decision on Jan.
28, the Beverly Hills City Council
decided to adopt the International
Holocaust Remembrance Alliance’s
definition of anti-Semitism.

The council’s vote came the day
after International Holocaust
Remembrance Day, which marked
the 75th anniversary of the libera-
tion of the Auschwitz concentration

camp. The vote also comes on the
heels of a recent rise in anti-Semitic
attacks and incidents across the
country, including the vandalism of
Nessah Synagogue in Beverly Hills
in December. According to data
from the Los Angeles Police
Department, anti-Jewish crimes
were up 60.5% in 2019 over 2018,
and of the 81 religion-based hate

See City page 25
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Nessah Synagogue in Beverly Hills was vandalized in December.

Obamas to mae eracle Mlle appearance

B LACMA selected for
tour of presidential
portraits

BY CAMERON KISZLA

The National Portrait Gallery,
home to portraits of many of the
American presidents and first
ladies, is bringing two of its most
recent and popular additions to the
Los Angeles County Museum of
Art next year.

The gallery, which is located in
Washington, D.C., and is part of
the Smithsonian Institution,
announced on Jan. 23 that the por-
traits of former President Barack
Obama and former first lady
Michelle Obama will visit five
American cities from June 2021
through May 2022.

The portraits will be at LACMA
from Nov. 5,2021, to Jan. 2,2022.
The other selected museums are
the Art Institute of Chicago, the
Brooklyn Museum, the High Art
Museum in Atlanta and the
Museum of Fine Arts, Houston.

“We view the country as our
community,” said Kim Sajet,
director of the National Portrait
Gallery, in a statement. “Since the

photo © 2018 Keind Wiley/courtesy of the
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“Barack Obama” by Kehinde Wiley and “Michelle LaVaughn Robinson
Obama” by Amy Sherald will be exhibited at LACMA next year as part
of the portraits’ tour of five U.S. cities.

unveiling of these two portraits of
the Obamas, the Portrait Gallery
has experienced a record number
of visitors, not only to view these
works in person, but to be part of
the communal experience of a par-
ticular moment in time. This tour
is an opportunity for audiences in
different parts of the country to
witness how portraiture can

engage people in the beauty of
dialogue and shared experience.”
The portraits “Barack
Obama,” an oil painting on canvas
by Los Angeles native Kehinde
Wiley, and “Michelle LaVaughn
Robinson Obama,” an oil painting
on linen by Amy Sherald — mark

See Portraits page 26

Council polishes grooming ordinance

B Beverly Hills to
require cameras,
accreditation and use of
grooming loops

BY MORGAN KEITH

At a Jan. 28 study session, the
Beverly Hills City Council deliber-
ated on the final details of an ordi-
nance aimed at reducing occur-
rences of animal injuries and death
in grooming establishments, which
it plans to introduce in March.

A number of protections would
be implemented for animals during
grooming  sessions  including
installing video recording systems,
requiring staff accreditation from a
grooming school and prohibiting
the use of grooming nooses, which
tether animals to a surface or table.

Grooming nooses tighten after
being placed around the head or
neck of an animal and are not limit-
ed when pressure is applied.
Grooming loops can be used for the
same purpose but have tightness
restrictions.

Council members spent the most
time discussing a grandfather clause
about accreditation they added to
the ordinance, which was modeled
after West Hollywood’s ordinance,
at a meeting last April. The clause

would provide an exemption for
animal groomers who have worked
in the industry for a minimum of
seven years from needing grooming
school accreditation.

“Seven years to me seems like a
relatively long time period that if
someone was working full time for
five years, that would be suffi-
cient,” Councilman Robert
Wunderlich said.

Councilman Lester Friedman
suggested that the clause specify
full-time employment since mobile
groomers may only work on week-
ends or a few days a week and still
qualify for the accreditation exemp-
tion.

“I don’t know that that’s fair.
There are people that are groomers
that it’s not their full-time job,”
Councilwoman Lili Bosse said.

The council ultimately decided to
leave the clause broad to allow flex-
ibility for code enforcement staff to
enforce the ordinance. Still, some
groomers are worried that the extra
requirements would burden their
businesses with additional costs.

“I think there needs to be some
sort of safety regulations, but
they’re going overboard,” said
William Recinos, co-owner of VIP
Mobile Dog Grooming. He added
that the council’s request for all
groomers to have professional certi-

photo courtesy of VIP Mobile Dog Grooming
VIP Mobile Dog Grooming uses a
grooming loop with tightening
restrictions.

fication is asking too much.

Other stipulations added to the
ordinance at the council’s April
meeting include the installation of
high-definition video cameras in all
bathing and styling areas in groom-
ing facilities, as well as the imple-
mentation of a video storage sched-
ule. Self-grooming establishments,
where owners can groom their own
pets, are exempt from this require-
ment.

See Groomers page 26

'Sign, sign, everywhere a sign’

® WeHo City Council
approves pilot program
for wayfinding signs

BY CAMERON KISZLA
On Jan. 21, the West
Hollywood  City = Council

approved a pilot program for
wayfinding signs for bicyclists
and pedestrians.

The signs are expected to show
which direction walkers, bicy-
clists, wheelchair users and oth-
ers should travel to reach popular
sites, such as the Sunset Strip, as

well as how far away they are and
the time it would take to get
there.

The pilot program was
approved by a 4-1 vote, with
Councilman John Duran voting
against the signs.

Quoting the song “Signs” by
Five Man Electrical Band, Duran
argued the signs would be visual
“blight.”

“Sign, sign, everywhere a sign.
Blockin’ out the scenery, breakin’
my mind. Do this, don’t do that,
can’t you read the sign?” Duran

See Pilot page 25

photo by Cameron Kiszla

The West Hollywood City Council wants any potential wayfinding signs
for pedestrians and bicyclists to resemble the city’s existing signs.
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Roe v. Wade at 47’

Join the city of West Hollywood’s
Women’s Advisory Board and the
National ~ Council  of  Jewish
‘Women/Los Angeles for a free commu-
nity event titled “Roe v. Wade at 47” on
Thursday, Jan. 30, at 6:30 p.m. at
NCJW/LA Council House. The event
will commemorate the landmark
Supreme Court decision that legalized
abortion in the United States. Through
film, stories and interactive activities,
“Roe v. Wade at 47” will focus on
activism and the preservation of repro-
ductive rights. Admission is free. 543
N. Fairfax Ave. weho.org.

Alex Ebert

The Grammy Museum welcomes Alex
Ebert for an in-depth conversation
moderated by Scott Goldman, followed
by an intimate live
performance on
Thursday, Jan. 30.
Los Angeles-bred,
New Orleans-
based Ebert is a
musician, film-
maker, activist and
father. He founded
the bands Edward Sharpe and The
Magnetic Zeros and Ima Robot, and
won the Golden Globe for Best
Original Score in 2014 for his work on
“All Is Lost.” His upcoming album “I
vs. I” is his most expansive recording
yet and will be released on Jan. 31.
Doors open at 7, show starts at 7:30
p-m. Tickets are $25. 800 W Olympic
Blvd. grammymuseum.org.

LA Phil’s ‘All-
Strauss’ concerts

The Los Angeles Philharmonic is hold-
ing “All-Strauss” concerts on Friday,
Jan. 31, at 11 am., and Saturday and
Sunday, Feb. 1-2,
at 2 pm. in the

Walt Disney
Concert Hall.
Swiss  musician
Philippe  Jordan

returns with two
prime examples of
tone poems by
Richard Strauss: “Don Quixote” and
“Ein Heldenleben (A Hero’s Life).”
Cellist Gautier Capugon will be the spe-
cial guest performer. Tickets start at
$20. 111 S. Grand Ave. laphil.com.

Comedy show

Enjoy an evening of laughs with the
show “Funnilingus” on Friday, Jan. 31,
at Junior High in Hollywood.
“Funnilingus” is a monthly comedy
show featuring female and nonbinary
comedians hosted by Ellory Smith and
Dana Donnelly, and produced by Liz
Maupin. The performers on Jan. 31 are
Sarah Squirm, Molly Kearney, Danielle
Perez, Sahana Srinivasan, Pallavi
Gunalan and DJ Mausner. Doors open
at 7:30, show starts at 8 p.m. Suggested
donation is $5. 5656 Hollywood Blvd.
juniorhighlosangeles.com.

Legal clinic

Volunteer attorneys from the Beverly
Hills Bar Association Barristers will
answer legal questions during a free
clinic on Saturday, Feb. 1, from 10 to
11:30 a.m. in the ElIm Room at Roxbury
Park in Beverly Hills. Small claims,
wills and trusts, business disputes, con-
sumer law and landlord-tenant law will
be discussed. 471 S. Roxbury Drive.
(310)601-2422, bhba.org.

Writers Workshop

Aspiring writers are invited to an
Independent Writers of Southern
California workshop titled “Goal
Setting: Set Yourself Up for Writing
Success” on Saturday, Feb. 1,at 11 a.m.
at the Veterans Memorial Building in
Culver City. Debra Eckerling, author of
“Your Goal Guide: A Roadmap for
Setting, Planning, and Achieving Your

\
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Independent Shakespeare Co., presenters of the Griffith Park Free
Shakespeare Festival, will hold “lambic Lab,” a festival celebrating the-
ater running from Thursday, Feb. 6, through Saturday, Feb. 15, at the
ISC Studio in Atwater Village. The festival is an exploration of new works
and classical curiosities presented through readings, performances and

discussions. The event

launches with

“Solemn Mockeries:

Shakespearean Frauds And Cons,” a lecture and staged reading written
by Rick Creese on Feb. 6, at 7:30 p.m. Brent Charles (pictured) appears
in “Bright Swords: The Story Of Ira Aldridge,” a lecture and staged read-
ing on Friday, Feb. 7, at 7:30 p.m. Some events in the festival are free
while others require tickets. See schedule for details. 3191 Casitas Ave.,

Ste. 130. (818)710-63086, iscla.org.

Goals” will lead the workshop.
Admission is $15 for IWOSC mem-

bers; $35 for nonmembers. 4117
Overland  Ave. (310)773-8075,
iwosc.org.

Charlie Chaplin

Silent film fans are invited to screen-
ings of “The Gold Rush” (1925) on
Saturday, Feb. 1, at 2 p.m. at the Autry
Museum of the American West. One of

Charlie Chaplin’s most celebrated
works, the movie was inspired by the
Klondike Gold Rush and the Donner
Party, as Chaplin turned stories of
deprivation and horror into comedy.
Featuring his iconic Little Tramp char-
acter and timeless gags including the
dance of the dinner rolls and the meal of
boiled shoe leather, Chaplin considered
this the film by which he most wanted
to be remembered. Jeffrey Vance,
author of “Chaplin: Genius of the

Cinema,” will introduce the film. Film
is free with $14 museum admission.
4700  Western  Heritage  Way.
theautry.org.

Salastina Music
Society

Salastina Music  Society presents
“Sounds Mysterious” on Saturday, Feb.
1,at 8 p.m. in the Pasadena Conservatory
of Music’s Barrett Hall, and on Sunday,
Feb. 2, at 3 p.m. in
the Edye Second
Space at the Broad

Stage. KUSC’s
Brian Laurtizen,
Salastina  Music

Society’s  artistic
partner and resi- A

dent host, will treat !
the musicians and audience to a blind
musical taste test by having Salastina per-
form a masterpiece not known by the
musicians. During and after the perfor-
mance, the musicians will join the audi-
ence in trying to solve the mystery.
Advance tickets are $32. Pasadena
Conservatory of Music, 100 N. Hill Ave.,
Pasadena; Broad Stage, 1310 11th St.,
Santa Monica. salastina.org.

‘West Adams’

Skylight Theatre Company is holding
the world premiere of the new play
“West  Adams,”
running from
Saturday, Feb. 1,
through Sunday,
March 8. The play
is a new dark,
comedy about race
and class. Set in
the historic West “=S=

Adams District, playwright Penelope
Lowder’s production takes an uncom-
fortable look at altruistic gentrification
gone wrong. Showtimes are 8 p.m.,
Thursday; 8:30 p.m., Friday and
Saturday; and 3 p.m., Sunday. Tickets
start at $20. 1816 1/2 N. Vermont Ave.
(866)811-4111, skylighttix.org.

Suzanne Muchnic

Join author and art critic Suzanne
Muchnic for a conversation and book
signing on Sunday, Feb. 2, from 1 to 3
p-m. at Denenberg Fine Arts. The event
is part of the Molly Barnes Art Speaker
Series and is being held in conjunction

with the gallery’s exhibit “She Too! A
Curated Selection of Art by Women.”
417 N. San Vicente Blvd. (310)360-
9360, denenbergfinearts.com.

Beverly Hills
Chamber

Beverly Hills Chamber of Commerce is
holding a “Get to Know Your
Chamber” event on Thursday, Feb. 6,
from 8 to 9:30 a.m. The chamber will
welcome new, current and future mem-
bers and outline the benefits of mem-
bership. Admission is free. 9400 S.
Santa Monica Blvd., Second Floor.
beverlyhillschamber.com.

Crafting discussion

Join the Craft in America Center for a
discussion on a selection of texts from
its library relating to the current exhibi-
tion “Quilts: 4 Directions” on Thursday,
Feb. 6, at 6:30 p.m. The discussion will
explore the cultural and historical tradi-
tion of quilting from the black
American perspective. 8415 W. Third
St. craftinamerica.org/center.

French short films

Theatre Raymond Kabbaz presents “A
Night of French Short Films” on
Thursday, Feb. 6, at 7:30 p.m.
Showcasing a variety of stories and
styles, the event features a selection of
short films chosen from 2020°s nomi-
nees at the César (French Oscars),
Clermont Ferrand Short Festival and
other selected short film festivals.
Discover works by creative and innov-
ative French filmmakers. Adult tickets
are $16; $12 for students. 10361 W.
Pico Blvd. (310)286-0553, trk.us.com.

Bob Marley tribute

Mr. Musichead Gallery will pay tribute
to the legendary Bob Marley with
“Jammin’ & Wailin’,” an event on
Thursday, Feb. 6, from 7 to 10 p.m. The
event will celebrate what would have
been Marley’s 75th birthday and will
feature photographs and fine arts prints
curated by Sam Milgrom. DJ Ron
Miller will play Reggae music and
there will be food, cocktails and
Jamaican bites. Tickets are $10 and pro-
ceeds benefit the Bob Marley
Foundation. 7420 Sunset Blvd.
(323)876-0042, mrmusichead.com.
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Super Bowl Parties

Stock up on your
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Benefit for fallen West Hollywood Sheriff’s
detective brings outpouring of support

B Det. Amber Leist was
killed in traffic accident
on dJan. 12

BY EDWIN FOLVEN

Hundreds of deputy sheriffs,
police officers, West Hollywood
city employees and community
members attended a lunchtime ben-
efit on Jan. 28 for West Hollywood
Sheriff’s Station Det. Amber Leist,
who was killed while off duty on
Jan. 12 while assisting an elderly
woman who fell while crossing a
street in Valley Village.

Attendees purchased lunch from
a truck provided by In-N-Out
Burger and a barbecue station
manned by celebrity chef Jet Tila
and his staff. All proceeds raised
will go to Leist’s family. The
amount raised was not available as
of press time on Wednesday.

Personnel from the sheriff’s sta-
tion and other segments of the
department were joined by officers
from the Los Angeles Police
Department, Beverly Hills Police
Department, Cedars-Sinai Medical
Center security staff and West
Hollywood city officials. The line
for lunch stretched out of the sta-
tion’s parking lot onto the sidewalk
along San Vicente Boulevard. The
event was organized by Dep. Jerry
Servin of the sheriff’s station and
attorneys Shawn and Shervin
Lalezary, who serve as reserve
deputies at the West Hollywood
Sheriff’s Station.

“The amount of support that
exists is indescribable,” Servin said.
“It’s good to see we are all here for
each other.”

The benefit occurred three days
after services for Leist were held at
the Mosaic church in Hollywood.
Daniel Leist, the detective’s father,
said his daughter’s death has been a
very emotional experience, but he is
thankful for the support from the
Sheriff’s Department.

“It’s like being in the circus under
the big top and falling from the high
wire. All of a sudden you fall and
there is that feeling of loss and it’s
all over, and to have that net catch
you,” Leist said. “That’s what it has
been like for myself, my wife and
my whole family. The support from

the sheriff’s department, from the
top all the way to the bottom, has
been incredible.”

Leist said he has received mes-
sages of support from people all
over the country, and the experience
has reunited him with friends and
acquaintances he hadn’t seen or
heard from in years.

“Sometimes, we come out of sit-
uations a little worse for the wear,
but the fact is that we come out
OK,” Leist added. “I am just so
proud of my daughter. She really
loved this community. She loved
West Hollywood.”

Det. Leist was struck by a vehicle
at the intersection of Whitsett
Avenue and Riverside Drive in
what authorities described as a trag-
ic accident. She had been waiting in
her vehicle in a turn lane and wit-
nessed an elderly couple crossing
the street. When the woman fell,
Leist jumped out of her vehicle and

helped them to the corner. She was
struck by a car while returning to
her vehicle. The driver stayed at the
scene and cooperated with authori-
ties.

Capt. Edward Ramirez, com-
manding officer of the West
Hollywood Sheriff’s Station, said
the death has deeply affected per-
sonnel, but thoughts of her vibrant
and jovial personality and commit-
ment to assisting others has helped
them persevere.

“It’s absolutely impressive to see
the community, to see our brothers
and sisters from other agencies
come out. It’s been overwhelming,”
Ramirez added. “Between Amber’s
passing and funeral, we had two
weeks. It was in fact, a somber two
weeks, but Saturday there was such
a beautiful service that it really
brought closure. We have a memo-
rial wall for officers from the West
Hollywood station who have lost

photo by Edwin Folven

West Hollywood City Councilman John Duran, center, spoke with West
Hollywood Sheriff’s Station Capt. Edward Ramirez at a benefit for fallen

Det. Amber Leist.

their lives in the line of duty, and we
are currently commissioning a por-
trait to add Amber to that wall.”
Representatives of other depart-
ments, such as Det. Brent Hopkins,
of the LAPD’s Wilshire Division,

said he attended because he feels a
connection with others in law
enforcement.

“I had the pleasure of working

See GoFundMe page 25

Crescent Drive
partially closed
for Oscars party

Vanity Fair will be hosting its
annual post-Academy Awards Party
in Beverly Hills along the 400 block
of North Crescent Drive on the
evening of Sunday, Feb. 9.

As crews begin work to assemble
the stage and venue directly on the
west side of City Hall, Crescent
Drive between North Santa Monica
Boulevard and South Santa Monica
Boulevard will be closed beginning
late Wednesday, Jan. 29, through
Thursday, Feb. 13.

All merchants on Crescent Drive
are open and accessible during the
partial closure. Motorists are urged
to use alternates routes and heed all
directional signage.

For information, contact the City
of Beverly Hills Film and Special
Events Office at (310)285-2408.
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Alleged 20K Bandit arrested
for series of bank robberies

B Some of the hold-ups

occurred in Hollywood,
West Hollywood

BY EDWIN FOLVEN

A male suspect who authorities
dubbed the 20K Bandit was
arrested on Jan. 13 after allegedly
robbing a bank in the San
Fernando Valley.

The suspect, identified as
Frederick Brooks, 24, was taken
into custody by officers from the
Los Angeles Police Department’s
Topanga Division after allegedly
robbing a Chase Bank branch on
Topanga Canyon Boulevard, said
Det. Freddy Arroyo, with the
LAPD’s Robbery-Homicide
Division. The Los Angeles
County District Attorney’s Office
filed a charge of second degree
robbery on Jan. 15

Arroyo said an investigation is
ongoing, and police believe
Brooks is also allegedly responsi-
ble for five other bank robberies,
including  three in  West
Hollywood and Hollywood, one
in the Northeast Los Angeles area
and another in the San Fernando
Valley. He allegedly struck three
times on Dec. 16 at Chase Bank,
Bank of America and Wells Fargo
branches on Santa Monica and
Sunset boulevards in Hollywood
and West Hollywood. No further
information was provided about
the other robberies.

FBI spokeswoman Laura
Eimiller said the suspect was
dubbed the 20K Bandit because

photo courtesy of the LAPD
Police released a security cam-

era image of the suspect
dubbed the 20K Bandit in
December. The alleged suspect
was arrested on Jan. 13.

he asked tellers for $20,000. In
each robbery, the suspect has
entered the bank branches,
approached tellers and demanded
cash. He alluded to having a gun
but none was seen, Arroyo added.
The suspect fled on foot from
each location with an undisclosed
amount of cash. No injuries were
reported.

Brooks has previous arrests for
robbery in 2017 and grand theft in
2015, said Los Angeles County
District  Attorney’s  Office
spokesman Ricardo Santiago.

Anyone with information is
asked to contact Dets. Arroyo or
Daniel Jaramillo, at (213)486-
6840.

LAPD officer faces theft accusation

A Los Angeles Police
Department officer assigned to the
Northeast Division was arrested on
Jan. 27 for allegedly taking cash
during a search at an illegal
cannabis growing operation.

Officer Louis Mota was arrested
on suspicion of theft. The incident
occurred on Jan. 27 while narcotics
officers were conducting an opera-
tion at an undisclosed location.

During the operation, an individ-
ual working at the facility notified
an LAPD supervisor that money
was missing from her personal
backpack. The supervisor took
immediate action, secured the
scene and initiated an investigation
into the missing money.

A review of closed circuit cam-
eras in the building led investiga-

tors to believe Mota had taken cash
from the employee’s backpack.
The department’s Internal Affairs
Group was immediately notified
and Mota’s badge, gun and depart-
ment ID were removed as he was
taken into custody.

“No employee of this depart-
ment is above the law, and we will
not tolerate any individual who
betrays the public’s trust through
this type of behavior,” LAPD Chief
Michel Moore said.

The LAPD’s Northeast Division
oversees  portions of  east
Hollywood. Mota was booked for
misdemeanor theft and released on
his own recognizance. He has been
assigned to home pending the out-
come of the administrative and
criminal investigation.

D.A’’s office warns the public
about blessing scams

The Los Angeles County District
Attorney’s Office is warning about
blessing scams, in which perpetra-
tors exploit victims’ religious beliefs
to persuade them to give money.

The scams are commonly targeted
toward seniors and members of
immigrant communities, particularly
the Chinese community.

Blessing scams involve a suspect
who promises a blessing or spiritual
healing by asking victims to place
valuable items or cash in a bag that is
then secretly swapped for an empty
bag. Perpetrators working in groups
will commonly pretend not to know

each other and will befriend victims.
They ask personal questions that
they then secretly transmit to a so-
called spiritual doctor or psychic.
The supposed spiritual advisor will
casually show up and use the infor-
mation to convince a victim.

The so-called spiritual advisors
often convince victims that a terrible
misfortune awaits them or a family
member unless a blessing ceremony
is performed by putting money in a
bag, which the perpetrator switches
with another bag.

For information, visit da.lacoun-

ty.gov.

Man charged for domestic violence-related murder

m Victim’s ex-husband
turned himself in to
police in Santa Cruz

BY EDWIN FOLVEN

Investigators from the Los
Angeles Police Department’s West
Bureau Homicide Unit arrested a
male suspect on Jan. 28 for an
alleged domestic violence murder
in Koreatown.

The suspect, Joseph Chung, 50,
was taken into custody after turning
himself in at a police station in
Santa Cruz, California. Detectives
traveled to Santa Cruz on Jan. 28
and transported Chung back to Los
Angeles. The Los Angeles County
District Attorney’s Office charged

Chung with murder on Jan. 29.

On Jan. 22, at approximately
2:25 p.m., officers from the
LAPD’s  Olympic  Division
responded to a call about a body
inside an apartment in the 400
block of South Berendo Street.
Officers conducted a welfare check
and discovered a female victim in
the apartment. Police did not dis-
close who reported the body.

Los Angeles Fire Department
personnel deemed the death suspi-
cious. West Bureau Homicide Unit
investigators and the Los Angeles
County Coroner’s Office conduct-
ed a death and crime scene investi-
gation, and on Jan. 25, the coro-
ner’s office determined it was a
homicide.

The victim was not identified.

Police described her as a 48-year-
old woman of Korean descent.

Chung was the victim’s ex-hus-
band and the couple had a history
of domestic violence, police said.
Authorities had to wait until the
coroner’s office ruled the death a
homicide, but investigators sur-
mised the ex-husband was respon-
sible.

“There was no confusion about
what had happened or who was
involved ... it was a matter of how
she died,” said Det. Herman
Frettlohr, with the West Bureau
Homicide Unit. “He turned himself
in, and we went up and arrested
him.”

Anyone with information about
the case is asked to contact investi-
gators at (213)382-9470.

Driver arrested for fatal hit-and-run on Sunset Blvd.

Los Angeles Police Department
authorities have arrested a male sus-
pect on suspicion of committing a
hit-and-run collision on Jan. 23 that
claimed the life of 61-year-old Rosa
Garcia.

At approximately 7:45 am., a
2019 BMW M4 was traveling west-
bound on Sunset Boulevard
approaching Douglas Street. The
vehicle veered into the eastbound

lanes of Sunset Boulevard and col-
lided head-on with a 2004 Toyota
Corolla, police said. The driver of
the BMW fled the scene on foot and
did not stop or render aid, as
required by law.

The Los Angeles Fire Department
took Garcia, who was driving the
Toyota, to a hospital where she died.
Detectives obtained a video of the
alleged suspect walking away short-

ly after the collision. It can be
viewed on the Central Traffic
Division’s Twitter account,
@LAPDCTD24.

On Jan. 28, officers with the
LAPD’s Metropolitan Division
Crime Impact Team located the
alleged driver, Ilya Foks, in the 8300
block of Sepulveda Blvd. He was
booked for vehicular manslaughter
and bail was set at $50,000.

BHPD plans DUl enforcement on day of big game

The Beverly Hills Police
Department is reminding fans
attending Super Bowl parties to get
a safe ride home after the game.

“If you plan on drinking, plan for
a ride home with a sober driver,”
Beverly Hills Police Chief Sandra
Spagnoli said. “Whether your team

wins or loses, you’ll always get the
‘W’ by not drinking and driving.”
Super Bowl LIV is on Sunday,
Feb. 2, and the Beverly Hills Police
Department will be looking for
people suspected of driving under
the influence of alcohol and drugs.
BHPD reminds drivers that driving

under the influence of anything that
impairs is illegal, including pre-
scriptions, over the counter or illicit
drugs and marijuana. Anyone who
sees a drunk driver should call 911.

For information, visit beverly-
hills.org/departments/policedepart-
ment.
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Funding restored for STD testing, treatment

B Supporters push back
after Los Angeles LGBT
Center’s budget cut

BY MORGAN KEITH

On Jan. 27, the Los Angeles
LGBT Center announced that free
STD testing and treatment would
cease after funding cuts from the
Los Angeles Department of Public
Health. Public outcry ensued, lead-
ing to a temporary agreement the
next day to restore services through
the end of March.

“The Los Angeles LGBT com-
munity saved the day. From phone
calls to tweets and emails, their
voices were heard and ultimately
saved these vital services for our
community,” said Lorri L. Jean,
CEO of the LGBT Center.

Funding cuts were made last
spring when DPH began renewing
contracts with its community part-
ners, according to Ward Carpenter,
co-director of the center’s health
services.

When grants were awarded last
month, the center discovered that
funding for core STD testing ser-
vices dropped more than $1 mil-
lion compared to the previous
year.

DPH also announced on Jan. 16
that it would begin charging its
community health partners for the
county’s lab costs, which would
result in an additional $1.5 million
in costs for the center. Even with all
its grant money put toward paying
for labs, it would not cover the total
costs and would end almost all free
testing for an estimated 15,000 peo-

ple.

“The center is one of the most
trusted and cost-effective STD
testing providers in the county,
specifically because of our success
ensuring that the LGBT communi-
ty gets the care it needs,”
Carpenter said. “As funding cuts
choke off these services, STD
cases in Los Angeles will soar and
it will cost millions of additional
dollars in testing and treatment.
These changes are short-sighted,
dangerous to the public health and
bad for the taxpayers of Los
Angeles County.”

Over the last five years, DPH
data show there has been a 98%
increase in primary and secondary
syphilis cases, an 81% increase in
gonorrhea cases and a 25%
increase in chlamydia cases in the
county.

The epidemic disproportionately
impacts gay and bisexual men,
women, transgender people and
people of color, according to DPH
data.

“This is not a solution. All we
have is a very temporary agree-
ment to allow us to maintain
these critical services through the
time being until we are able to sit
down with the county to negotiate
some sort of sensible solution
that allows us to continue com-
batting these epidemics,”
Carpenter said.

Inquiries sent to DPH representa-
tives and County Supervisor Sheila
Kuehl, 3rd District, about why
funding was cut were not returned.
The County Board of Supervisors
oversees the DPH. Kuehl’s office
issued a statement.

“[My colleagues and I] only
recently heard about these proposed
funding cuts,” Kuehl said. “We are
working closely with the center and
the Department of Public Health to
resolve the issue and ensure that the
center can continue to serve a vital
role in the county’s system of free
STD testing and treatment ser-
vices.”

Free STD testing and treatment
and pre- and post-exposure prophy-
laxis services are currently offered
by the center.

The center plans to work with
DPH to find a long-term solu-
tion.

“We are hopeful, but nothing is
guaranteed,” Jean said.

For information on services and
getting tested, visit
lalgbtcenter.org.

HI

photo by Morgan Keith
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The Jeffrey Goodman Special Care Clinic, 1625 N. Schrader Blvd., is
located in the McDonald/Wright Building and has provided holistic HIV
treatment and services for 27 years.

Street closures in Hollywood for 2020 Oscars

To ensure public safety, support
security strategies and facilitate
the production of this year’s
Oscars on Feb. 9, the Academy of
Motion Picture Arts and Sciences
and the city of Los Angeles have
finalized street closure plans
around the Dolby Theatre at
Hollywood & Highland Center in
Hollywood.

To accommodate the construc-
tion of press risers, fan viewing
areas and pre-show stages along
the Oscars red carpet, Hollywood
Boulevard will be closed between
Highland Avenue and Orange
Drive beginning at 3 a.m. on
Sunday, Feb. 2, and remain closed

until 6 a.m. on Wednesday, Feb.
12.

MTA subway trains will bypass
the Hollywood & Highland sta-
tion after the last regularly sched-
uled train on Saturday, Feb. 8§,
until the first scheduled train after
6 a.m. on Monday, Feb. 10.
Service at the station will resume
with the first scheduled train after
6 a.m.

Between Sunday, Jan. 26, and
Oscar Sunday, Feb. 9, additional
streets and sidewalks will be

closed for varying periods,
including Orchid Alley,
Hawthorn Avenue, Orange

Drive, Yucca Street, Wilcox

Avenue, McCadden Place and
more.

Details of the closures and maps
of affected areas are available
from the Hollywood Chamber of
Commerce, the 4th and the 13th
District City Council field offices,
and on the Academy’s website at
oscars.org/closures.

The 92nd Oscars will begin at 5
p.m. on Sunday, Feb. 9, at the
Dolby Theatre at Hollywood &
Highland Center in Hollywood,
and will be televised live on ABC.
“Oscars: Live on the Red Carpet”
will air at 3:30 p.m.

For information,
oscars.org.

visit
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Mixed-use project may bring commercial
space, hotel, housing to Miracle Mile

B Project’s PLUM
Committee hearing
delayed again

BY CAMERON KISZLA

A proposed project with a hotel,
residential units and commercial
space adjacent to the site of the
future Metro Purple Line subway
station at Wilshire Boulevard and
La Brea Avenue will be heard by
the Los Angeles City Council’s
Planning and Land  Use
Management Committee next
month.

The project, located at 623-671 S.
La Brea Ave., was scheduled to go
before the committee on Jan. 28,
but the item was continued until
Feb. 11. The item was previously
continued from the Jan. 14 meeting.
A request for information from the
City Planning Department was not
returned before press time.

If approved, the project from
CGI Strategies will create 121 con-
dominiums, 125 hotel rooms and
13,037 square feet of commercial
space. The eight-story, 87-foot-tall
structure will also include 177
parking spaces on two under-
ground levels. Representatives
from CGI Strategies did not return
requests for comment before press
time, but according to the compa-
ny’s website, the site was acquired
in 2016.

“Located at a pivotal intersection
of multiple thoroughfares as well as
a future Metro station, the complet-
ed project will feature a compelling
hybrid of residential and commer-
cial space that will complement the
creative and professional culture of
the area,” according to the project
description on the CGI Strategies
website.

In September, the Mid City West
Community Council Board of
Directors approved the project by a
vote of 28-1, with one abstention.
Mehmet Berker, chair of the Mid
City West Community Council
Planning and Land Use Committee,
said while there are hotels nearby, it
will be nice to have one in the
immediate area. Berker added that
this project creates housing without
displacing any existing tenants, and
the applicant has agreed to several
conditions of approval from the
council, including an additional
moderate-income unit, a promise
that the sidewalk will remain open
during construction and spaces for
car-sharing services to use in the
parking garage.

“We have a goal of supporting
more housing,” Berker said. “If a
project does that and is not a factor
in displacing people in an illegal or
untrustworthy way — especially a
project like this where it’s commer-
cial or a vacant parcel — what we
want to do is come in and say ‘That
meets our goal of adding residents.
Is there a way to make this project
even better?””

Berker added that CGI Strategies
will also give new residents Metro
TAP Cards, which may help
encourage people to use public
transit instead of driving.

“Research has shown that people
are more likely to change their
transportation behavior during a big
life event, like a move or a new job.
We think it’s a good time to give
them a transit pass to get them start-
ed if they haven’t already,” Berker
said.

Though the Mid City West board
voted to support the project,
Barbara Gallen, the elected repre-
sentative for Zone 6, which
includes the project site, said after
hearing from her constituents, she
does not support the project.

Gallen said in an email that the
project misuses the Transit Oriented
Communities Incentive Program,
which is intended to build afford-
able housing near bus and train sta-
tions, to create a luxury hotel and
residential complex with only 14
affordable units. In addition, she
said the project’s environmental
impact has not been properly stud-
ied, parking is likely to be an issue
and the developers’ plan to use the
alley behind the commercial busi-
nesses on La Brea Avenue as the
complex’s entrance and exit point is
a mistake.

Gallen said many of her con-
stituents and nearby businesses
already rely on access to the alley
because Detroit Street is one-way in
that area.

“Residents will be blocked
throughout the day and night with-
out warning by trucks queueing,
arriving and leaving,” she said.
“Residents will also compete with a
high volume of passenger cars
entering and exiting the garage

through the alley.”
Jim O’Sullivan, president of the
Miracle Mile Residential

Association, said the MMRA is
opposed to the project, citing many
of the same concerns as Gallen.
O’Sullivan added that as the Purple
Line Extension project nears com-
pletion, developers are looking to
make the Miracle Mile even denser

rendering courtesy of CGI Strategies
A proposed mixed-use project would build hotel, residential and com-
mercial space near the corner of Wilshire and La Brea.

than it already is.

“All of the buildings north and
south of Wilshire on La Brea,
they’re going to start building on
them. But you look at La Brea and
how jammed it is, and you start

wondering how big can they grow?
How tall can these buildings get?
They’re trying to cram a lot into an
area,” O’Sullivan said.

Mark Pampanin, spokesman for
City Councilman David Ryu, 4th
District, said in an email the coun-
cilman is “following this planning
case closely and believes the pro-
ject should contain more affordable
housing.” Pampanin also echoed
some of the concerns about the

environmental impact and the
Transit Oriented Communities
incentive.

“Councilmember Ryu, here and
in neighborhoods across Council
District 4, believes we need much
more affordable and moderate-
income housing, which is why he
has put forward legislation to incen-
tivize an increase in affordable and
moderate-income housing,”
Pampanin said.
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New Saban Community Clinic site will
expand services for families in need

B Patients can start
booking appointments
next month

BY EDWIN FOLVEN

The Saban Community Clinic is
in the final stages of construction
for a new family health center locat-
ed at 137 N. Virgil Ave. in the
Rampart Village neighborhood
south of East Hollywood.

The new center will become the
fourth Saban Community Clinic,
which currently provides free med-
ical services at facilities on Beverly
and Hollywood boulevards and
Melrose Avenue. The new center,
located on Virgil Avenue just south
of Beverly Boulevard, will focus on
comprehensive family health care
including pediatric medical, dental
and behavioral health care.

The $5 million capital project
involved renovating an existing
building. The center is expected to
open in early April under a long-
term lease. The new Saban
Community Clinic will begin sign-
ing people up for appointments in
mid-February. For information,
visit sabancommunityclinic.org/vir-
gil.

“Our hope is that the clinic will
provide better and easier access to
the most vulnerable members of our
community. This specific neighbor-
hood of L.A. has one of the highest

photo by Edwin Folven
A building on Virgil Avenue south of Beverly Boulevard is being repur-
posed into the newest Saban Community Clinic.

rates of childhood poverty in the
county with families having to
choose between paying rent and
providing healthcare to their loved
ones,” said Muriel Nouwezem,
interim CEO of the Saban
Community Clinic. “We have
always believed that healthcare
should be a right, and our goal is to
be part of the solution in providing
quality and affordable care to all. It
was important to us to maintain our
integrated care model approach and
ensure that our future patients are
able to receive various services all
in one stop. We are building this
new clinic with our patients in mind

first and foremost, and hope that
they will feel all the love that went
into creating this space.”

The new project will include six
medical exam rooms and four den-
tal operatories, a training and edu-
cation room and children’s tooth-
brushing station. Also included will
be a medical lab and dental lab, as
well as two care team pods and a
treatment room for behavioral
health and nutrition services.

Each exam room will have a
theme to make patients feel more
comfortable. A centralized space for

See Rampart page 26

Environmental groups endorse

On Jan. 21, Los Angeles City
Councilman David Ryu announced
that his campaign for reelection has
gained the endorsement of the
Sierra Club and the Los Angeles
League of Conservation Voters.

“The Sierra Club is glad to
endorse Councilmember David Ryu
in appreciation of his demonstrated
commitment to protecting the envi-
ronment,” said Carol Henning, Los
Angeles County Political
Committee, Sierra Club Angeles
Chapter. “We congratulate David
on his fight for integrity in city gov-
ernment, his pursuit of lasting solu-
tions to the crisis of homelessness in

L.A. and his track record on envi-
ronmental issues such as preserving
open space and enhancing our city
parks.”

“During his tenure,
Councilmember David Ryu has
demonstrated his keen interest in
ensuring Los Angeles becomes a
greener and more livable city,” said
Los  Angeles League  of
Conservation Voters Director
Kirsten James.

“I am honored to receive the
endorsement of these two incredi-
ble environmental groups,” Ryu
said. “Every day, we are on the
front lines in the fight against cli-

Ryu for council

mate change, and I am so proud to
have these organizations with me in
this fight.”

Since launching his re-election
campaign, Ryu has announced
endorsements from 300 community
leaders, Planned Parenthood and
dozens of women leaders, the
Democratic Party and local
Democratic organizations, U.S.
Sen. Dianne Feinstein (D-
California), U.S. Rep. Adam Schiff
(D-Burbank), Los Angeles Mayor
Eric Garcetti and fellow Los
Angeles elected leaders, state legis-
lators, county elected officials and
local labor unions.

Beverly Hills completes
2020 homeless count

On Wednesday, Jan. 22, a
group of over 60 local volun-
teers, city staff, Beverly Hills
police officers, the Beverly Hills
Homeless Outreach Team, and
Beverly Hills Ambassadors par-
ticipated in the Los Angeles
Homeless Services Authority’s
Greater Los Angeles Homeless
Count.

The annual homeless count is
part of a three night, county-wide
effort to understand and address
the complexities of homeless-
ness.

Count participants gathered in
City Hall and were trained on
count procedures, learned about
homeless services in Beverly
Hills and were deployed to sever-
al census tracts covering the
entire city. This year, a total of 17
homeless individuals and 1 recre-
ational vehicle were counted by
volunteers. This is very similar
compared to last year’s count of
16 individuals, 1 recreational
vehicle and 1 car.

Every day, about 130 indi-
viduals come out of homeless-
ness, while another 150 fall
into homelessness. The 2019
homeless count found a 12%
increase in homelessness in
Los Angeles County from
52,765 to 58,966 individuals,
and a 19% increase from 4,401
to 5,223 individuals experienc-
ing homelessness on the
Westside of Los Angeles.

While homeless count num-
bers have continued to rise
throughout L.A. County each
year, Beverly Hills homeless
count numbers have continued to
remain steady.

“We attribute this to innova-
tive collaborations and partner-
ships,” said Rachel Evans,
Human  Services  Clinical
Program coordinator. “The city’s
Human Services Division works

with the Chronic Homeless
Assistance Team, comprised of
the city’s Police and Fire depart-
ments and the city prosecutor, to
coordinate services and concen-
trate resources on the most
severely ill homeless individuals
who suffer from mental health,
physical health and/or substance
abuse.

“In addition, the city’s home-
less outreach team focuses on
intensive case management. The
city holds monthly homeless col-
laboration meetings with com-
munity stakeholders including
faith-based organizations in the
city, the Beverly Hills Homeless
Outreach Team, Beverly Hills
Public Library staff, city parking
staff, park rangers, the Beverly
Hills Ambassadors Team and
other community organizations
to coordinate homeless service
efforts,” Evans added.

In addition to the annual count,
Human Services, CLASP, the
police department, park rangers
and the Ambassadors provide
regular reports on homeless indi-
viduals in the city’s parks, park-
ing structures, resident areas and
business district to keep a pulse
on homelessness throughout the
year.

Beverly Hills began participat-
ing in the LAHSA’s official
count in 2009, when 42 home-
less individuals were recorded.
LAHSA’s three-night, street-
counting effort consisted of 168
deployment sites and over 8,000
volunteers. Count numbers are
reported by the Department of
Housing and Urban
Development and directly influ-
ence federal funding directed to
Los Angeles County.

For information, contact Jim
Latta, of the Human Services
Division, at (310)285-1006 or
jlatta@beverlyhills.org.

WeHo launches Census 2020 campaign

On Jan. 21, the city of West
Hollywood officially launched its
“Be Counted West Hollywood”
countdown campaign to Census
2020, which will take place on
April 1.

The city’s efforts aim to mobilize
community members to take part in
the upcoming census and to educate
residents and stakeholders about the
importance of participating in the
census and returning the question-
naire.

The United States Constitution
mandates that a complete national
population count be conducted
every 10 years.

“The census provides critical
information,” West Hollywood
Mayor John D’Amico said. “A
complete count will help to ensure
that West Hollywood receives a fair
share of federal funding and invest-
ments and, on a state level, the
count will determine California’s
apportionment in the U.S. House of
Representatives. It’s so important
that people in our community take
part and be counted.”

To ensure that every resident of
West Hollywood is counted dur-
ing the Census 2020, the city is
inviting community members to
become ambassadors, an essential
part of the City-Census 2020
engagement campaign to ensure a
complete count. Ambassadors
will volunteer their time by dis-
seminating information across the
community to ensure everyone is
engaged and knowledgeable
about the Census  2020.
Ambassadors are encouraged to
engage and inform their respec-
tive constituents and social media
audiences in a way they feel most
comfortable.

Ambassadors must either live, do
business or have strong affiliation
with the city of West Hollywood;
be willing to receive information
from the census or the city, and
share this information with the
public. Interested stakeholders are
encouraged to send an email to
Hernan Molina at
census@weho.org with their name,
address, phone number and pre-

ferred email address.

The nonpartisan Legislative
Analyst’s Office in California has
estimated that during the 1990
Census, California’s population was
undercounted by 2.7%; this under-
count likely resulted in California
receiving at least $2 billion less in
federal funds.

There are, however, other
impacts beyond reduced financial
resources: according to the LAO,
the 1990 Census undercount was
severe enough that California was
shortchanged one congressional
seat.

Census staff has projected, based
on data from the 2010 Census and
from regular surveys, that certain
West Hollywood census tracts may
have a moderately low response
rate.

As a community of just 1.9
square miles, the city of West
Hollywood will work diligently to
achieve a complete census count in
Census 2020.

For information,
weho.org/census2020.

visit

Notable quotes

As the City of Angels mourns Kobe Bryant, his daughter and seven
others following the tragic helicopter crash that claimed their lives, we
remember the words of UCLA basketball coach John Wooden:

—p——

“Be true to yourself. Make each day a masterpiece. Help others.
Drink deeply from good books. Make friendship a fine art. Build a

shelter against a rainy day.”

John Robert Wooden (1910 — 2010)

photo by Richard E. Settle/courtesy of the city of West Hollywood
The city of West Hollywood kicked off its “Be Counted West Hollywood”
initiative at the Jan. 21 City Council meeting.
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The Metro Board unanimously
voted on Jan. 23 to move the
NextGen Bus Plan forward for
public review.

The plan, Metro’s first major
overhaul of the bus system in
more than 25 years, is a strategy to
boost ridership through faster,
more reliable and more frequent
service.

“We won’t be satisfied until all
Angelenos see Metro as a conve-
nient way to move around the
city,” said Mayor Eric Garcetti,
vice chair of the Metro Board.
“The NextGen Bus Plan steers us
in the right direction, toward ded-
icated bus lanes, higher ridership
and faster, more reliable service,
and builds on our historic invest-
ments in a public transit system
that eases traffic, reduces emis-
sions, gets Angelenos out of our
cars and helps us confront the cli-
mate crisis.”

The NextGen Bus plan culmi-
nates a 2 1/2-year effort by Metro
to better understand current travel
demand, determine improvements
for existing customers and attract
new riders. In addition to realign-
ing current bus service, consoli-
dating routes and improving bus
speeds, the plan includes capital
improvements such as dedicated
bus lanes, traffic signal priority
and new locations for bus lay-
overs to speed up service.

Metro will next hold a series of

Metro Board approves plan
on bus service efficiency

“We won’t be
satisfied until all
Angelenos see
Metro as a
convenient way
to move around
the city.”

-Mayor Eric Garcetti,
vice chair of the
Metro Board

—— e

community workshop meetings
throughout the spring to collect
and integrate public input before
final board approval and imple-
mentation later this year. With the
current “Transit First” NextGen
Bus Plan approved for public
review by the Board, 83% of rid-
ers would have access to buses
arriving every five to 10 minutes,
compared to only 48% today. In
addition to increasing the number
of bus lines running every five to
10 minutes from 16 to 29 on
weekdays and two to 14 on week-
ends, the plan would more than
double the number of residents
who could walk to the bus lines,
from 900,000 to almost 2.2 mil-
lion.
For information,

metro.net/projects/nextgen.

visit

Metro considers proposal for
free transit passes for students

Los Angeles Unified School
District Superintendent Austin
Beutner announced his support for
free student transit passes for all
LAUSD  students at the
Metropolitan Transportation
Authority’s board meeting on Jan.
23,

Metro Board members and Los
Angeles County Supervisors Hilda
Solis and Janice Hahn, Los
Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti, Los
Angeles City Councilman Mike
Bonin, MTA Chairman and
Inglewood Mayor James T. Butts
Jr. and Metro Director Jacquelyn
Dupont-Walker previously co-
sponsored a motion, which was
unanimously approved, requesting
that the board consider providing
free transit passes for all LAUSD
students. A report on the proposal
is expected in April.

“Something as basic as coming
up with the money to buy a bus
pass to get to school can be a bar-
rier which prevents a child from
getting the education they
deserve,” Beutner said. “Our yel-
low buses are free, and students
should ride free on MTA as well.”

In September, LAUSD Board
Member George J. McKenna III
launched the first “any line, any
time” pilot program for student
transit passes. The program was
funded by Just Transit, a project of
The 11th Hour Project of The
Schmidt Family Foundation, and
provided free transit passes for the
junior class at Manual Arts High
School in South Los Angeles.
Similar pilot programs have result-
ed in improved student outcomes,
greater access to educational
opportunities and reduced absen-

teeism and tardiness, he said.

“A transit pass program will
make a major difference in the
lives of students and their commu-
nities,” McKenna said. “This is an
important investment that will
minimize barriers for students who
may struggle getting to school.
Seeing this go citywide can only
enhance educational access for our
students.”

“Too often, we see various gov-
ernment agencies working in silos
to address the needs of our most
vulnerable children,” LAUSD
Board Member Nick Melvoin
added. “I hope this initial effort to
reduce our students’ transportation
barriers helps usher in a new spirit
of kid-centered, inter-agency col-
laboration.”

The LAUSD educates more than
600,000 students, with over 80%
living in poverty. A 2015 study by
Harvard University found that
access to transportation is the sin-
gle biggest factor in escaping
poverty and avoiding homeless-
ness. The Los Angeles Department
of Transportation launched its
“DASH to Class” program in 2019
offering free rides on DASH buses
for K-12 students.

“Transportation costs should
never be a barrier to success for
our students,” Garcetti said. “Free
Metro rides will help students real-
ize their full potential and I look
forward to the board exploring a
program to help young people get
to class on time, boost attendance,
save money for families struggling
to make ends meet and create
access to opportunities that might
have been out of reach.”

For information, visit lausd.net.

Metro presents information on subway work

Metro is offering two upcoming
opportunities to receive information
about Purple Line Extension subway
construction in Beverly Hills. A
lunchtime webinar will be held on
Wednesday, Feb. 5, from noon to 1
pm. To participate, call (650)479-
3207 and use the access code 809 386
471, and the password Purple. A
monthly construction meeting will
also be held on Feb. 5, from 6:30 to 8
pm. in the Second Floor Municipal
Gallery at Beverly Hills City Hall,
445 N. Rexford Drive. A project
overview and information on the
Wilshire/Rodeo and Wilshire/La
Cienega stations will be provided. For
information, call (213)922-6934, or
email purplelineext@metro.net.

Metro also resumed piling this
week in Beverly Hills on the north
side of Wilshire Boulevard near
Beverly Drive. Crews had to com-
plete water line relocation in the area
before piling could resume, resulting
in three weeks of delays. The water
line work was completed on Monday.
Pile installation requires partial lane
and crosswalk closures. Work will
occur in two stages, with one stage
occurring at a time to allow for two-
way traffic flow on Beverly Drive.

Beverly Drive will be reduced to
one lane northbound and southbound
from Dayton Way to Charleville
Boulevard. Throughout the pile instal-
lation, which is anticipated to continue
through April on the north side of
Wilshire Boulevard, left turns will not
be permitted onto Beverly or Crescent
drives.

Work at the intersection will occur
on weekdays from 9 am. to 4 pm.,
and weekends from 7 am. to 10 p.m.
The north and west crosswalks at
Wilshire Boulevard and Beverly
Drive will be closed during work
hours, and a pedestrian detour will be
provided.

Once piling is complete on the
north side of Wilshire Boulevard, the
work is anticipated to move to the
south side of the street. In total,
approximately 260 steel piles will be
inserted into the ground to create a
perimeter around a future subway sta-
tion. Piling work is anticipated to last
through July.

Work is also occurring around the
construction  staging areas at
Wilshire/La Cienega and
Wilshire/Gale. Concrete and material
deliveries to the La Cienega station
box are anticipated to continue in
through April and the frequency of
lane reductions in the area increased
this week to two or three times per
week. Deliveries will occur on
Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday from
2 am. to 4 p.m. along Wilshire
Boulevard between La Cienega and
San Vicente boulevards. Wilshire
Boulevard will be reduced to two
lanes in each direction during the work
hours.

Additionally, Gale Drive will be
intermittently closed at Wilshire
Boulevard to support construction in
the staging yard. Access to North Gale
Drive will be maintained from San
Vicente Boulevard. Work hours out-
side the staging yards are 6 a.m. to 10
pm., Monday through Saturday.
Metro has also announced that work
will only occur inside the staging
yards on Presidents Day, Monday,
Feb. 15.

Instrumentation work, road and
utility maintenance will also be under-
way in February near Wilshire/La
Cienega and  Wilshire/Stanley.
Intermittent lane reductions, turn
restrictions and sidewalk closures may
be in place.

Farther east near Wilshire/Crescent
Heights, work requiring a street clo-
sure will occur on Saturday and
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Crews are breaking up the street surface to prepare for pile installation
for the Wilshire/Rodeo station in Beverly Hills.

Sunday, Feb. 1-2,from 5 a.m.to 6 am.
Northbound McCarthy Vista/Crescent
Heights Boulevard will be closed
between San Vicente Boulevard and
Orange Street to support the installa-
tion of gas monitoring wells.

Utility and tunnel investigation are
also occurring near La Jolla Avenue
during off-peak hours from 9 am. to
3:30 pm. and 8§ pm. to 6 am. on
weekdays, and 7 am. to 11 p.m. on
weekends. Lane closures along
Wilshire Boulevard will be intermit-
tently necessary between San Diego
Way and San Vicente Boulevard.

Near Wilshire/Fairfax, station con-
struction, hauling and concrete pour-
ing are ongoing. Ogden Drive will be
closed 24-hours at Wilshire
Boulevard. Intermittent lane closures
may also be in place to support deck
panel maintenance and soil investiga-
tion in the Wilshire/Fairfax station
area.

At Wilshire/La Brea, work is also
ongoing at the staging yards on the
north and south side of Wilshire
Boulevard as well as at a work zone in
the center of Wilshire Boulevard just
east of Sycamore Avenue. Hauling
and deliveries to and from the La Brea
staging yards will continue as tunnel-
ing progresses underneath Wilshire
Boulevard. Work hours are 6 am. to 4
pm. and 7 pm. to 2 am., Monday
through Saturday. Underground sup-
port from the center opening work
zone at Wilshire/Sycamore also con-
tinues to support station construction.

Tunneling support and street main-
tenance is ongoing 24 hours a day at a
staging yard just west of the intersec-
tion of Wilshire/Western. Northbound
Manhattan Place will be closed inter-
mittently. Intermittent single lane clo-
sures may also be in place on Wilshire
Boulevard between Western Avenue
and Manhattan Place. One block east
of Western Avenue, southbound
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Oxford Avenue will be intermittently
reduced to a single lane through
Friday, Feb. 28, from 7 am. to 3:30
pm.,and 9 pm.to 6 am.

For questions and concerns, call the
24-hour project hotline at (213)922-
6934, email the project team at pur-
plelineext@metro.net, or  visit
metro.net.
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The Academy Museum of Motion Pictures’ sphere will include the
1,000-seat David Geffen Theater and the rooftop Dolby Family
Terrace with sweeping views of the Hollywood Hills.

photo ©Academy Museum Foundation

Academy Museum reaches 95%
of campaign fundraising goal

On Jan. 27, Bill Kramer, direc-
tor of the Academy Museum of
Motion Pictures in Los Angeles,
announced that the new institution
has raised more than $368 million
in pledges and cash, which is 95%
of its $388 million pre-opening
campaign goal.

This total encompasses naming
gifts, endowments, funding for
education programs and opera-
tions, and other special gifts. The
campaign for the Academy
Museum was launched in 2012
and is headed by chair Bob Iger
and co-chairs Annette Bening and
Tom Hanks.

Now in the process of final
exhibition design, build-out and
testing, the Academy Museum is
scheduled to open in 2020.

“The motion picture communi-
ty and movie fans from around the
world know how much the
Academy Museum will mean for
the global appreciation and enjoy-
ment of the movies,” Kramer said.
“We are deeply grateful to our
donors and partners for their mag-
nificent generosity. With this lat-
est round of gifts, we are moving
closer toward completing our pre-
opening campaign and launching
the world’s premier destination
for movie lovers.”

“It’s exciting to be so close to
the goal,” added Ron Meyer, chair
of the Academy Museum Board
of Trustees and vice chairman of
NBCUniversal.

Named spaces now include the
Barbra Streisand Bridge, the
Steve Tisch Terrace, the East West
Bank Gallery — which includes
the Oscars Experience — and the

Bob Iger and Willow Bay Terrace.
PwC has named the exhibition on
Academy Awards history, and
Wendy Stark of the Fran and Ray
Stark Foundation has underwrit-
ten the museum’s restaurant, for
which details are still to be
announced. The Ahmanson
Foundation has made a significant
grant toward museum construc-
tion. The Roddenberry
Foundation is supporting the
museum’s sustainability initia-
tives and naming the rideshare
and school bus drop-off
Roddenberry Lane.

New contributors to the Pillar
Campaign, co-chaired by Laura
Dern and Kimberly Steward and
which names the support columns
in the Saban Building, include the
William S. Anderson Family,
museum trustee Jason Blum,
Cinépolis, Jamie Lee Curtis and
Kelly Curtis (in honor of Tony
Curtis and Janet Leigh), Tom
Dolby, Gaumont, Iervolino
Entertainment, S.p.A (Mr. Andrea
lervolino and Lady Monika
Bacardi), museum trustee Regina
Scully and her husband John
Scully (in honor of Sophia Loren,
Miyoshi Umeki and Rita
Moreno), Barbra Streisand and
ViacomCBS.

In addition, Miky Lee/CJ
Group has made a general contri-
bution to the museum, and
Richard Roth and Jeff Skoll have
both created named endowments
at the museum. Skoll’s gift will
underpin social impact program-
ming.

For information, visit academy-
museum.org.

School stresses kindness as part of national program

BY MORGAN KEITH

West Hollywood Elementary
School participated for the second
consecutive year in the nationwide
Great Kindness Challenge, a week-
long event in which students are
encouraged to do as many kind acts
as possible.

On Jan. 27, parents, teachers and
deputies from the West Hollywood
Sheriff’s Department made a
“kindness tunnel” to usher students
into the Great Kindness Challenge
school week. Principal Elizabeth
Lehmann said other activities
included crafts like paper chains,
parent-led recess stations and a
door-decorating contest that will be
judged today, Jan. 30, by the Los
Angeles Unified School District’s
Local West and sheriff’s depart-
ment officials.

“West Hollywood Elementary
really prides itself on being a
diverse community and being an
embracing and welcoming commu-
nity,” said Christina Brown, a par-
ent and volunteer who helped dec-
orate doors. “An event like this is
really important to us because it
reiterates that kindness is just as
important as academics at this age.”

Students also brought in loose
change during the week for the
annual Kind Coins campaign,
which helps build health clinics,
schools and other community cen-
ters nationally and internationally.
This year’s campaign, Kind Coins
for Mexico, will help build a school
and friendship center in Tijuana,
Mexico, according to the Great
Kindness Challenge website.

photo by Morgan Keith

Steffen Brown, a third-grader at West Hollywood Elementary, posed in
front of a decoration reminding students they can put the “” in kind.

In addition to activities and
fundraising, the core challenge of
the week is based on a 50-item
kindness checklist. Tasks included
making posters for the library,
playing with a neighbor and writ-
ing notes to thank the superinten-
dent.

“It gives kids the message that
you can change the world by being
kind,” Lehmann said. “Sometimes
kids don’t think they have that
power, and this is one easy way to
let them know they can do that.”

Students, Lehmann and other
faculty dressed up during the week
to celebrate, with each day bring-
ing a new theme. On Monday, the
theme was “Peace, love and kind-
ness,” and students dressed up in
Woodstock-like vintage attire.
Other themes included “Kindness

rocks,” where students dressed up
as rock stars, and “Show the crazy
magic of kindness,” where stu-
dents could wear spirit gear with
the school’s wizard mascot.

Kyle Baxendale, a fourth grade
teacher at the school, tied elements
from the prior week’s Martin
Luther King Jr. Day into the
Kindness Challenge. His class-
room wrote about their reactions to
King’s speech and discussed his
vision of kindness.

“My favorite thing about
Kindness Week is how it highlights
the way that [students] already are
kind,” Baxendale said. “Going
over those 50 acts of kindness,
almost every one was something
that they do all the time.”

For information, visit
greatkindnesschallenge.com.
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LADOT opens application period for
speed humps on residential streets

Community organizations and
the public can submit requests for
speed humps on residential streets
to the Los Angeles Department of
Transportation.

The Speed Hump Program
opens a review cycle every six
months to accept petitions. The
application period will remain
open until the maximum number
of requests that can be processed
for construction is received.

In the past, the maximum num-
ber of requests was 450, or 30 per
Los Angeles City Council District.
The number allows staff to study
and process all applications as effi-

ciently as possible.

Speed humps are designed to
reduce vehicular speed on residen-
tial streets with a single lane of
travel in each direction. While gen-
erally effective in reducing vehicle
speeds and volume, speed humps
also have disadvantages such as
the potential for increased vehicle
noise when traversing the hump
and increased emergency vehicle
response times, according to

LADOT representatives.
For information and to apply for
speed humps, visit

ladot.lacity.org/how-do-i/request-
speed-humps.
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Your Vote, Your Voice: Ballots ¢ More

Join us for an informative evening as Mona Field
from the League of Women Voters guides us
through California’s revolutionary new voting
system, ballot and the initiatives up for election.
Thursday, February 20th | 700 pm
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Councilman Mitch O’Farrell was joined by community members in
traversing the Red Car Trolley Bridge for the first time.

Los Angeles City Councilman
Mitch O’Farrell, 13th District,
came together with residents on
Jan. 25 to celebrate the opening
of the Red Car Pedestrian Bridge,
one of five major infrastructure
improvements along the Los
Angeles River.

Hundreds of community mem-
bers joined O’Farrell to cut the
ceremonial ribbon on the new
Red Car Bridge. After the ribbon-
cutting, O’Farrell and the com-
munity participated in the first
official crossing of the bridge,
along with the jazz band from
John Marshall High School.

“The Red Car Pedestrian
Bridge has been a 16-year labor
of love for all involved, benefit-
ting residents of Atwater Village,
Silver Lake and all who enjoy the
river,” O’Farrell said. “The
design of this new bridge also
pays tribute to the historic Red
Car Trolley that once crossed the
river in the exact same spot. I
want to thank Friends of Atwater
Village, Netty Carr, Luis Lopez
and Sandra Caravella for envi-
sioning this project so long ago.”

“As someone who lives near
this part of the Los Angeles
River, I am excited that this
pedestrian bridge, years in the
works, is opening for us residents

Community celebrates Red Car
Bridge over Los Angeles River

to access and enjoy,” Carr added.
“I appreciate the ongoing collab-
oration that residents like myself
had  with  Councilmember
O’Farrell’s office and the Bureau
of Engineering.”

The Red Car Pedestrian Bridge
connects Silver Lake and
Atwater Village. It provides
much needed accessibility for
pedestrians and other non-motor-
ized uses, which is especially
important as the councilman and
the Bureau of Engineering
embark on a three-year seismic
retrofit and historic restoration of
the Glendale-Hyperion Complex
of Bridges starting in 2021.

“Every project we complete
along the river helps connect
nearby residents to the bike path
and to each other,” Los Angeles
City Engineer Gary Lee Moore
said. “The completion of the Red
Car Pedestrian Bridge makes the
river more accessible and is
another step in the city’s ongoing
revitalization of the Los Angeles
River.”

The North Atwater Bridge will
come online in the coming
weeks, and Taylor Yard Bridge is
expected to be completed in
2021. Another bridge, connecting
Atwater Village with Glendale, is
in the early planning stages.

State sends trailers for homeless housing

Continuing the state’s accelerated
response to the homelessness crisis,
Gov. Gavin Newsom recently
announced that Los Angeles County
will receive 30 travel trailers and
medical services tents by Feb. 7.

“We continue to deploy state
resources to cities and counties
across the state who are stepping up
to tackle the homelessness crisis,”
Newsom said. “In Los Angeles
County, we will work with local
leaders to stand up travel trailers and
medical services tents to house fam-
ilies. This is one of the many tools in
the toolbox we are using to address
the crisis head-on.”

The deployment of travel trailers
to Los Angeles County is the second
installment of the governor’s execu-
tive order implementation. Oakland
will be the first city to partner with

the state and will receive 15 travel
trailers, which will be installed on
city-owned land in the coming
weeks. The state and county are cur-
rently reviewing sites for the travel
trailers, which will house families
affected by homelessness.

“Gov. Newsom has proven yet
again his leadership and his com-
mitment to addressing the humani-
tarian crisis on our streets,” said Los
Angeles County Supervisor Mark
Ridley-Thomas, 2nd District, co-
chair of the Governor’s Council of
Regional Homeless Advisors. “By
deploying 30 of the state’s travel
trailers to serve as interim housing
in Los Angeles County, he is
demonstrating  the  ingenuity,
resourcefulness and urgency needed
to tackle this undeniable emergency.
The Los Angeles County Board of

Supervisors rose to the governor’s
challenge and moved to mount a
comprehensive crisis response to
homelessness. This includes identi-
fying vacant land and experienced
service providers so that the people
who receive the state’s trailers can
find a safe haven. A deep sense of
urgency is driving our work [and]
we are ready to go.”

Newsom also announced the
launch of a new webpage developed
by his office’s California Volunteers
division that lists volunteer opportu-
nities with organizations that help
people obtain housing and services.
The governor included more than
$1 billion in homeless response
funding in his proposed budget,
including $750 million for this new
Access to Housing and Services
Fund.

Legislation to expedite housing gains support

In its first two weeks after being
introduced, Assembly Bill 1907 has
received support from numerous
organizations and leaders. The mea-
sure, authored by Assemblyman
Miguel Santiago (D-Los Angeles)
would fast-track homeless housing
throughout the state.

“Californians are struggling to
survive on our streets. We have a
moral responsibility to do every-
thing we can to provide the shelter
and assistance they need to get back
on their feet,” Santiago said. “I am
proud of the support we have
received in such a short amount of
time. I look forward to building a

powerful, committed coalition as
this bill moves forward.”

Due to the extreme homelessness
crisis and housing shortage facing
the state, a growing number of
groups are supporting solutions that
will eliminate existing hurdles to
build more emergency shelters, sup-
portive housing and affordable
housing, Santiago added. AB 1907
was co-authored by Assemblyman
Mike A. Gipson (D-Carson) and
Assemblywoman Sharon Quirk-
Silva (D-Fullerton). The bill has also
gained support from other local
leaders.

“I was proud to support AB 1197

last year to streamline life saving
housing for people experiencing
homelessness in Los Angeles, and
I’'m proud to support AB 1907 today
to bring the same urgency
statewide,” said Los Angeles City
Councilman David Ryu, 4th
District. “Homelessness is an emer-
gency, and we need to start acting
like it. Assembly member
Santiago’s bill is the kind of thinking
we need to meet this crisis head-on
with the speed and scale required.”

AB 1907 will most likely be
heard in the Assembly Natural
Resources Committee in March or
April.

Ryu urges opposition to federal rules

reducing protections for waterways

Los Angeles City Councilman
David Ryu, 4th District, has intro-
duced a resolution in urging the
city of Los Angeles to formally
oppose the Trump administration’s
rollback of federal protections of
streams and other bodies of water.

The new Navigable Water

Protection Rule, which the
Environmental Protection
Agency’s Scientific Advisory

Board found “no scientific justifi-
cation” for, would lift protections
for approximately half the coun-
try’s wetlands, two-thirds of fresh-
water streams and 81% of streams
in the Southwest United States.

“It is clear that the Trump
Administration has no regard for
the environmental protections we
have fought for decades to build,”
Ryu said. “This not only rolls back
protections won under the Obama
Administration, but protections
that have been in place since the
1970s. This puts hundreds of previ-

ously protected water sources, and
the communities that rely on them,
at risk. Especially now, as climate
change and water scarcity bear
down on us, we need to fight
back.”

The Navigable Waters Protection
Rule rolls back protections crafted
under President Barack Obama that
extended the 1972 Clean Water Act
to cover ephemeral streams, which
run intermittently after snowmelt
or heavy rains. The new rule also
removes the requirements for pol-
luters to seek permits before filling
in wetlands or dumping fertilizers
or pesticides into waterways.
Government scientists concluded
that the new water rule ignores sci-
ence by “failing to acknowledge
watershed systems.”

“While this rule may be good
news for Trump’s golf courses, it’s
bad news for the millions of people
who rely on local water sources for
their drinking water,” Ryu added.
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Council president gets warm welcome at Capitol

California Assemblywoman Luz
Rivas (D-Arleta) recently wel-
comed Los Angeles City Council
President Nury Martinez, 6th
District, to the California State
Capitol, where she was honored by
the Assembly.

Earlier this month, Martinez
became the first Latina elected to
serve as Los Angeles City Council
President. Martinez was born and
raised by Mexican immigrants in
the San Fernando Valley. She was
elected to the City Council in 2013
and was the only woman elected
official in the city of Los Angeles at
the time. She is currently one of
only two women on the City
Council, having been joined by
Councilwoman Monica Rodriguez,
7th District, in 2017.

“Nury Martinez is truly a role-

model. She has shattered the glass
ceiling for Latinas time-and-time
again,” Rivas said. “Growing up,
there were no women that looked
like us in positions of power and
having that representation matters.
I am encouraged to know that little
girls all over our state can see that
through hard work and dedication,
any dream is within reach. Nury
Martinez is the embodiment of
California values, and I am proud
to call her my friend.”

“It is an honor to be recognized
at the California State Legislature,”
Martinez said. “I thank my friends
Assembly Member Luz Rivas and
Sen. Maria Elena Durazo for their
support. As Latina legislators and
as children of immigrants, I hope
we inspire little girls across the
state to dream big, work hard and

First coronavirus case confirmed

The Los Angeles County
Department of Public Health has
confirmed the first case of 2019
novel coronavirus in Los Angeles
County. Another case has been con-
firmed in Orange County. The infect-
ed person presented themselves for
care once they noticed that they were
not feeling well and is currently
receiving medical treatment.

According to the department, the
person is a returning traveler from
Wauhan City, China, who has been
confirmed to have the new strain of
coronavirus by the CDC. The person
is currently receiving appropriate
care at a local hospital. In order to
protect patient privacy/confidentiali-
ty, Public Health is not releasing the
location.

Public Health officials are work-
ing to identify persons who may
have had close personal contact with
this individual, including any friends,
family members or health care pro-
fessionals, to monitor them for signs
and symptoms of illness and to take
measures to prevent spread of the
virus.

This is the only case of 2019 novel
coronavirus in L.A. County. There
are currently five cases in the United
States.

“L.A. County is well prepared to
manage cases and suspected cases of
novel coronavirus,” said Barbara
Ferrer, director of Public Health.
“We are working closely with our
federal, state and local partners to
provide healthcare providers and the
public with accurate information
about actions we are taking to reduce

the spread of novel coronavirus and
to care for those who are ill. As with
other respiratory illnesses, there are
steps that everyone can take to
reduce the risk of getting sick from
circulating viruses, including coron-
avirus. This includes remaining
home when ill, washing hands with
soap and water frequently, and get-
ting vaccinated against flu. Because
novel coronavirus is new, we are
learning more each day about trans-
mission patterns and incubation peri-
ods. We will keep everyone informed
as more information becomes avail-
able. The risk of transmission of
coronavirus in L.A. County remains
low.”

In a statement, the department said
there is no immediate threat to the
general public, no special precau-
tions are required and people should
not be excluded from activities based
on their race, country of origin or
recent travel if they do not have
symptoms of respiratory illness. Los
Angeles residents, students, workers
and visitors should continue to
engage in their regular activities and
practice good public health hygiene
as this is the height of flu season
across the county. Public Health is
working closely with the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention and
other federal, state and local agencies
to monitor this novel coronavirus
that has emerged from Wuhan,
China, over the past few weeks.

For information, visit pub-
lichealth lacounty.gov or
cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-
ncov/index html.

JFS welcomes Barlam as leader
of its home care programs

Steven Barlam has joined Jewish
Family Service of Los Angeles in
the newly created role of CEO of
JFS Care, a segment of the agency
that provides home care throughout
the Los Angeles area.

Since receiving his master’s
degree from the University of
California, Berkeley, Barlam has
worked exclusively in the field of
geriatrics. Beginning in the non-
profit arena, Barlam began his
career at Jewish Family Service of
Los Angeles, before creating a pri-
vate  practice, Senior Care
Management, in Beverly Hills.

In 1999, Barlam co-founded
LivHOME, which was one of the
first national models to integrate
geriatric care management into

home care. After 21 years at
LivHOME, Barlam is returning to
Jewish Family Service of Los
Angeles.

Barlam has worked directly with
older adults and their families, has
developed innovative service
delivery models and has a passion
for care management. His personal
motto is, “It’s got to be good
enough for my mother.”

“Steve brings deep experience,
expertise, and innovation to JFS
Care,” said Eli Veitzer, president
and CEO of Jewish Family Service
of Los Angeles. “His passion for
the well-being of clients will help
make JFS Care the most trusted
home care agency in Los Angeles.”

For information, visit jfscare.org.

know that they will be next. I look
forward to working with my state
partners to push a families-first
agenda to help working poor fami-
lies, women and children through-
out the state and the city of Los
Angeles.”

Martinez is an advocate for
working families, children, envi-
ronmental justice and resolving the
housing and homelessness crisis.
She led the effort to raise the mini-
mum wage to $15 an hour in Los
Angeles and is currently leading an
effort to expand paid parental leave
for all parents. For information,
visit nury-martinez.com.

photo courtesy of Assemblywoman Luz Rivas’s office
Assemblywoman Luz Rivas, left, recently honored Los Angeles City
Council President Nury Martinez in Sacramento.
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Rick Caruso donates $5 million for
project at Loyola High School

Loyola High School of Los
Angeles, the oldest continually
operated educational institution in
Southern California, has announced
that Loyola Board chair, business
innovator, civic leader and philan-
thropist Rick J. Caruso and his wife
Tina are donating $5 million to the
Jesuit preparatory school, earmark-
ing $4.5 million for the 1901
Venice Boulevard Project and
$500,000 for the Caruso Scholar
endowment.

The gift is the largest single
donation that Loyola has received
to date for the 1901 Venice
Boulevard Project, ushering in a
new era with its construction. The
gift will fully endow a four-year
scholarship for a high-performing,
low-income student from an under-
served Los Angeles neighborhood.

“Tina and Rick’s gift is a historic
investment in our school, in our stu-
dents and in our endowment. Their
generosity to Loyola will affect
generations of Cubs to come,” said
Fr. Gregory M. Goethals, president
of Loyola High School. “To inspire
our students to become future lead-
ers, we must be able to provide

them with state-of-the-art facilities
that contribute to a thriving educa-
tional and spiritual community.
Once completed, the 1901 Venice
Boulevard Project will transform
our campus.”

The 1901 Venice Boulevard
Project includes the rebuilding of
Caruso Hall, formerly known as
Xavier Center, from the ground up.
The 26,188-square-foot Caruso
Hall will be used for more than 200
events a year. It will include a ded-
icated sacristy to service liturgies;
operable walls that transform the
Grand Hall into three separate
rooms with multi-area capacity for
AP testing events; state-of-the art
integrated communications and
audio-visual equipment; a full-ser-
vice banquet kitchen capable of
serving 800 guests; a multi-purpose
student kitchen and ADA-compli-
ant restrooms.

The 1901 Venice Boulevard
Project will also enhance Hayden
Circle with a new front entrance
gate and eco-friendly landscaping
as well as a Graduate-at-Graduation
Walkway. A Veterans’ Memorial
will be also be erected in tribute to

Loyola students who have served or
are serving the country.

The Caruso Scholar endowment
reflects the Carusos’ long legacy of
supporting educational institutions
that help transform the lives of chil-
dren living in poverty. The program
offers  high-performing, low-
income students access to Loyola’s
curriculum and enhances the
school’s commitment to an already
diverse student body.

“Through my work on Loyola’s
board and as the parent of a cub
graduate, not only have I witnessed
firsthand the academic excellence
this institution instills in all its stu-
dents, but equally as important, the
spiritual growth that is integral to
turning young men into positive
contributors to society,” Caruso
said, who is also developer of The
Grove. “Tina and I are proud to be
part of the reimagining of the south-
western part of Loyola’s 21-acre
campus as well as supporting
promising students from low-
income neighborhoods in their pur-
suit of a quality high school educa-
tion.”

Beginning in the 2020-21 acade-

photo by Dustin Snipes

Loyola High School of Los Angeles President Fr. Gregory M. Goethals,
SJ '73, accepts a $5 million gift to the Jesuit preparatory school from

Rick J. Caruso and his wife Tina.

mic year, Loyola will have its first
Caruso Scholar, who will receive a
four-year  scholarship,  fully
endowed by the Caruso Family
Foundation.

Loyola High School of Los
Angeles is celebrating its 154th

anniversary. Located just west of
downtown Los Angeles, Loyola’s
student body of over 1,250 young
men represents the geographic
diversity of Los Angeles County.

For information, visit
loyolahs.edu.

Director of ‘Frankenstein’ at The Wallis receives Sherwood Award

The Center Theatre Group has
announced that Mat Diafos
Sweeney is the recipient of the
2020 Dorothy and Richard E.
Sherwood Award.

Given in memory of Dorothy and
Richard E. Sherwood, the $10,000
award cultivates innovative theater
artists working in Los Angeles who
push formal and aesthetic bound-
aries and demonstrate dedication to
improving their artistic fields. Two
additional finalists, Sigrid Gilmer
and Alexandra Meda, will each
receive a $1,000 honorarium.

Sweeney is an Ovation Award-
winning artist from Los Angeles.

His practice includes directing,
choreographing, designing and
composing music, and writing and
collaging texts to make new theater
works. He creates performance
work for multidisciplinary ensem-
bles, often devised and staged in
non-theatrical venues. His most
recent projects include “undine,” a
New Music USA-supported work
held in a converted flower shop
downtown, and “katabasis,” a pro-
cessional opera staged on the
grounds of the Getty Villa, styled
after ancient mystery rites.

In the coming year, Sweeney will
continue his ongoing series of site-

photo by Ryan Miller/Capture Imaging
Mat Diafos Sweeney has been named the 2020 Dorothy and Richard E.
Sherwood Award winner.

specific performances for the Los
Angeles Chamber Orchestra, pre-
sent his participatory installation
song cycle “hymns” and premiere
his new adaptation of Mary
Shelley’s “Frankenstein” at The
Wallis.

Since 1996, Center Theatre
Group has recognized and celebrat-
ed local theater artists with the
Richard E. Sherwood Award.
Dorothy Sherwood, Richard’s wife
and a fellow champion of innova-
tive and adventurous theater artists,

died in 2018. To honor the passion
and dedication of both patrons of
the arts, the award was renamed the
Dorothy and Richard E. Sherwood
Award.

For information, visit centerthe-
atregroup.org.
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City Council honors attorney for kindness

-

The Beverly Hills City Council
recognized attorney Andrew A.
Talebi on Jan. 28 with a Kindness
Award, which was presented by
Mayor John Mirisch. The city of
Beverly Hills regularly recognizes
residents and members of the com-
munity who have shown acts of
kindness.

Talebi was honored for his
actions last Nov. 7 at the Van Nuys
Courthouse-East. The attorney,
who is currently with the Javid
Trial Firm in Brentwood but was an
attorney with Ecoff, Campain and
Tilles in Beverly Hills last
November, went to the courthouse
to observe a hearing. Prior to the
proceeding, Talebi saw an unidenti-
fied man having a heated exchange
with another man outside. Upon

entering the courtroom, he
observed the same man berating an
attorney.

Talebi intervened and

approached the man who was act-
ing aggressively and suggested he
step outside to calm down. The
man left the courtroom and a sher-
iff’s deputy arrived to restore order.
On his way out, Talebi ran into him
again and the man apologized for
his behavior and the two shook

-

photo courtesy of the city of Beverly Hills

The Beverly Hills City Council recognized attorney Andrew A. Talebi,
third from right, with a Kindness Award. Joining Talebi were Beverly Hills
Human Relations Commission Chair Ori S. Blumenfeld, left, Beverly Hills
City Councilman Julian Gold, Councilwoman Lili Bosse, Mayor John
Mirisch, and Councilmen Lester Friedman and Bob Wunderlich.

hands. Talebi also met with the
attorney who had been confronted,
Ori Blumenfeld, who is chairman
of Beverly Hills’ Human Relations
Commission. Blumenfeld later

nominated Talebi for the Kindness
Award for demonstrating that peo-
ple in everyday situations can have
a positive impact on others and
society.

Join author Sam Wasson at WeHo Reads event

The city of West Hollywood and
Book Soup invite community mem-
bers to a WeHo Reads series event
featuring Sam Wasson’s new book,
“The Big Goodbye: Chinatown and
the Last Years of Hollywood,” on
Wednesday, Feb. 5, at 7 p.m. in the
City Council Chambers.

Wasson will participate in a con-
versation with director and screen-
writer James Gray (“Ad Astra,”
“The Lost City of Z”). The event
will also include a Q&A session and
book signing.

“Chinatown,” considered one of
the best films of 1970s, features one
of the most notorious endings in
American film. Wasson’s book tells
the incredible true story of its film-
making. In Wasson’s book, it
becomes the defining story of the
most colorful characters in the most
colorful period of Hollywood history.

Looming over the story of the
classic movie is the imminent
eclipse of the 1970s filmmaker-
friendly studios as they gave way to
the corporate Hollywood that cur-
rently exists.

Additional installments of West
Hollywood’s WeHo Reads series
have also been announced. On
March 6, Antonio Gonzalez and
his book, “Architects Who Built
Southern California,” will be fea-
tured, followed by Kathy Valentine
and “All I Ever Wanted: A Rock n’
Roll Memoir” on April 7. An event
titled “National Poetry Month, Be
the Change” is scheduled on April
21, followed by a Russian Arts and
Culture Month celebration with
Dr. Emil Draister and his book,
“Farewell, Mama Odessa,” on
May 6; Arthur Dong and
“Hollywood Chinese” on May 12;

and “Dear Harvey,” in celebration
of “One City One Pride” on May
22.

Tickets for the Feb. 5 event are
$29 plus tax and include one copy
of the book, which can be signed by
the author. A limited number of free
tickets (which do not include a copy
of the book) will be provided to
West Hollywood residents who pro-
vide proof of residency via a gov-
emnment ID, lease or utility bill.
People can confirm addresses by
visiting weho.org/streets. Email
Mike Che, arts coordinator, at
mche@weho.org to reserve tickets.
There is a limit of two tickets per
person and tickets may not be
resold.

The West Hollywood City
Council Chambers are located at
625 N. San Vicente Blvd. For infor-
mation visit weho.org/wehoreads.

Bill seeks humane approach
to canine blood banking

State Assemblyman Richard
Bloom (D-Santa Monica) has
introduced Assembly Bill 1953
to expand licensed veterinarians’
scope of practice to include the
collection and sales of blood and
blood products collected from
dogs.

Existing  California law
requires animal blood banks to
collect blood exclusively from
so-called “closed colonies,”
which confine donor animals to
cages and kennels for months or
years. By contrast, other states
allow blood banks to collect ani-
mal blood in a community-
based, voluntary setting. The
programs don’t rely on confined
animals and lead to greater
access and reduced waiting
times, which can be critical in
emergency situations, Bloom
said.

Volunteer animal blood donor

programs have been established
in many university-based veteri-
nary teaching hospitals, includ-
ing UC Davis, as well as at larger
urban veterinary referral and
emergency clinics.

“The legislature made progress
during the last session to envision
a path forward to expanding the
supply of blood for dogs through
a voluntary model similar to
human blood banking,” Bloom
said. “Governor Newsom has
called on us to work with him
and stakeholders to craft a better
balance to ensure that we transi-
tion away from the outdated and
inhumane model into one we can
be proud of.”

AB 1953 is co-sponsored by
the Beagle Freedom Project, the
American Society for Prevention
of Cruelty to Animals and
Grey2KUSA. For information,
visit a50.asmdc.org.

Two local leaders appointed
to state education boards

Gov. Gavin Newsom has
announced the reappointments of
two Los Angeles residents to state
education boards.

Jonathan “Jay” Sures, 53, has
been reappointed to the University
of California Board of Regents,
effective March 2, where he has
served since 2019. Sures has been
co-president at United Talent
Agency since 2017, where he was
managing director from 1989 to
2017. He was an assistant visiting
professor at the University of
California, Los Angeles School of
Theater, Film and Television from
2005 to 2006. Sures is also current-
ly vice president of the United
Talent Agency Charitable

Foundation.

The position requires Senate con-
firmation and there is no compensa-
tion.

Newsom also reappointed Kim
Pattillo-Brownson, 45, to the State
Board of Education, where she has
served since 2019. Pattillo-
Brownson has been vice president
for policy and strategy at First 5
Los Angeles since 2016. She was
managing director of policy and
advocacy at the Advancement
Project from 2007 to 2016 and edu-
cation attorney at the American
Civil Liberties Union of Southern
California from 2006 to 2007.

The position requires Senate con-
firmation.

Gov. Newsom proposes 2020-21 state budget

On Jan. 10, Gov. Gavin Newsom
submitted to the Legislature his
2020-21 state budget proposal,
which makes investments in the
state’s economic future while
addressing persistent challenges
facing the state.

“California’s economic growth
has fueled the nation’s economy.
As 2020 begins, California’s econ-
omy is the strongest in the nation
and the fifth largest in the world.
We’re eliminating debts, paying
down pension liabilities, growing
our reserve funds — the largest ever
at $21 billion — and one out of
every seven new U.S. jobs is in
California,” Newsom said.
“Despite the progress we’ve made,
there are deep, structural chal-
lenges that threaten our state’s
future and demand our urgent
attention. These problems — our
widespread affordability crisis,
expanding homelessness crisis and
catastrophic wildfires — have been
decades in the making and won’t
be fixed overnight. California is
doing more than ever to tackle
these challenges and this budget
builds on that work with new
investments and ideas to take on

these longstanding issues.”

Newsom’s budget continues to
grow the reserves in the Rainy Day
Fund and assumes an additional
transfer of nearly $2 billion in
2020-21 and an additional $1.4 bil-
lion over the remainder of the three-
year forecast period.

The budget also maintains $900
million in the Safety Net Reserve,
sets aside $110 million more in the
Public School System Stabilization
Account and reserves $1.6 billion in
the Special Fund for Economic
Uncertainties to address emergen-
cies and other unforeseen events.
Overall, the budget has $21 billion
set aside in reserves.

The administration has
announced a new CalRx generic
drug program, making California
the first state to create its own
generic drug label and making the
state’s generic prescription drugs
available for sale to all Californians.
The budget transforms Medi-Cal to
a more consistent and seamless sys-
tem by reducing complexity and
increasing flexibility and establish-
es a single market for drug pricing
within the state.

The budget also moves the state

toward universal coverage and fur-
thers cost containment goals by
expanding full-scope Medi-Cal
coverage to low-income undocu-
mented Californians aged 65 and
above.

Building on the state’s new renter
protection law and unprecedented
$1.75-billion investment in last
year’s budget to increase housing
supply and hold cities accountable
for regional housing goals, this
year’s budget authorizes $500 mil-
lion annually for the state’s housing
tax credit program and continues to
support housing development on
excess state lands.

The budget also proposes more
than $1 billion to radically shift the
state’s involvement to house the
many unsheltered individuals living
in California, by launching the
California Access to Housing and
Services Fund with a $750 million
initial investment. This fund will
create a structure for developing
affordable housing units, supple-
menting and augmenting rental sub-
sidies, and stabilizing board and
care homes.

For information,
ebudget.ca.gov.

visit

Newsom offers office
staffing update for 2020

As Gov. Gavin Newsom’s first
year in office came to a close, he
asked a number of his senior staff
members to fill specific needs in
the office — a senior point person
on housing and homelessness, a
senior point person on business
and economic development, and
a senior point person on strategy
and advocacy.

Jason  Elliott, 36, of
Sacramento, iS now serving as
senior counselor to the governor
for housing and homelessness in
the office of the governor, where
he has served as chief deputy
cabinet secretary.

Che Salinas, 40, of
Sacramento, is serving as senior
advisor on business and econom-
ic development for the office of
the governor, under the guidance
of Lenny Mendonca, the gover-
nor’s chief economic and busi-
ness advisor and director of the
governor’s Office of Business
and Economic Development.

Angie Wei, 48, of Sacramento,
is now serving as special advisor
to the governor in the office of
the governor, where she has
served as chief deputy for policy.

As a result of these changes,
the governor has promoted sever-

al members of his team.

Tracy Arnold, 45, of
Sacramento, is now serving as a
chief deputy cabinet secretary for
the office of the governor, where
she has served as director of
research.

Ben Chida, 34, of Sacramento,
is now serving as a chief deputy
cabinet secretary for the office of
the governor, where he has
served as senior policy advisor
for cradle to career.

Kelli Evans, 50, of Oakland,
joins Ann Patterson as chief
deputy legal affairs secretary for
the office of the governor, where
she has served as deputy legal
affairs secretary for criminal jus-
tice.

Stuart Thompson, 34, of
Sacramento, joins Joey Freeman
as chief deputy legislative affairs
secretary for the office of the gov-
ernor, where he has served as chief
deputy appointments secretary.

Newsom also announced that
Morgan Carvajal, 31, of
Sacramento, has been appointed
chief deputy appointments secre-
tary for the office of the gover-
nor.

For information,
gov.ca.gov.

visit
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by Jill Weinlein

Long live the king
cake at YAPA

baking demo of the New

Orleans carnival tradition
“galette des rois” by Tracey
Mitchell, director of L.A.’s Pacific
Food & Beverage Museum, is free
to the public on Saturday, Feb. 1,
from 2 to 3:30 p.m. After the pro-
gram, enjoy tastes and refreshments
featuring fresh fare from Melissa’s
Produce. To RSVP, visit farehar-
bor.com/embeds/book/natfab-
museum/items/118373/availabili-

ty/398894113/book/Mlow=65654&
full-items=yes. 236 S. Los Angeles
St., Suite G., (213)947-3399.

Culina Oscar dinner
and film week series

atch the Oscar-nominated

movies after dining at Culina
restaurant at the Four Seasons Los
Angeles in Beverly Hills. The
fourth-annual Oscar meal and film
series, which will show different
contenders each day leading to the
2020 Academy Awards, includes a

three-course dinner by chef de cui-
sine Luca Moriconi before evening
screenings and a Pronto Market
lunch before matinee screenings.
The theater inside the hotel offers
comfortable reclining leather chairs,
plush blankets and a side table for
movie snacks and beverages. Guests
can enjoy a complimentary bag of
freshly popped corn with specialty
seasonings. Movie theater boxed
candy, specialty cocktails and bottles
of wine are available to purchase.
Culina’s Pronto Market lunch begins
at 12:30 p.m., followed by a movie
at 2 p.m. The dinner event begins at
6 p.m., and the movie will be shown
at 8 p.m. Matinee showings are “The
Irishman” on Saturday, Feb. 1, and
“Ford v Ferrari” on Feb. 8. Evening
showings are “1917” on Feb. 1,
“Little Women” on Feb. 2,

“Parasite” on Feb. 3, “Once Upon a
Time in Hollywood” on Feb4,
“Marriage Story” on Feb. 5, “Jojo
Rabbit” on Feb. 6 and “Joker” on
Feb. 7. The three-course dinner and
a movie is $59 per person, and the
Pronto Market lunch and matinee
movie is $35 per person. Proceeds
partially benefit the Lollipop Theater
Network, a nonprofit organization
that brings movies to children in
hospitals due to chronic or life-
threatening illnesses. 300 S. Doheny
Drive, (310)860-4000.

Wirtshaus Stein Club

eginning Saturday, Feb. 1,
Wirtshaus’ popular Stein Club
will open 10 new spots for beer-
drinking contenders. The first 10
patrons to finish all of the bier-

garten’s draft beers will be awarded
with a name-plated stein displayed
above the bar, plus 20% off of
Wirtshaus” beers at all times.
Wirtshaus offers “Bavarian Night”
the first Saturday of each month
starting at 6 p.m. Enjoy German
music, wear dirndls and lederhosen,
and join a stein-holding contest.
The winner receives a free boot of
beer. Come back on Sunday, Feb. 2
at 3 p.m. for Super Bowl food and
drink specials while the game is
displayed on an oversized projec-
tion screen. 345 N. La Brea Ave.,
(323)931-9291.

SUPERBOWL PARTIES

Watch the Kansas City Chiefs
take on the San Franciso 49ers
Sunday, Feb. 2, at the following
restaurants and bars.

higinad
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You'll love our Dutch Apple Pancakes

with our famous Maple Syrup!
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Peanut Butter & Jelly
Triangles on Wheat

Cream Cheese Canapés
with a Raspberry Kiss
Chicken Salad Stars on Raisin bread

Mini Fruit Tarts and Scones
Fresh Fruit Skewers
Preserves, Créme Fraiche
Milk, Hot Chocolate,
Apple Cider

Since 1938

V) C

$19.50 kids under 12
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& BAKERY
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(323) 933-8446
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3rd & Fairfax
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the Perfect Pot of Chili!
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Chicken Wings
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Catch a flight at

Farmers Market Bar326
FMBARS.COM f

6333 W. Third St. ® Farmers Market
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www.marcondas.com

Family Ouned at the Farmers Market for 79 Years
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Rock & Reilly’s
Super Bowl Sunday

Football fans can select from a
variety of beers on tap in West
Hollywood, as Rock & Reilly’s
serves over 20 varieties. Happy
hour specials give patrons 50% off
all food and drink from 5 to 7 p.m.
Sports fans will receive a free select
appetizer when ordering a 64-
ounce pitcher of beer. The chef and
culinary team are grilling vegan
Impossible burgers and savory beef
burgers, chicken wings with
sauces, large soft pretzels
and loaded nachos. 8911 Sunset
Blvd., (310)360-1400.

Super Bowl specials
at Public School

hrough Feb. 2, enjoy all-day

food and drink specials. Get
your game and your grub on at the
chef-driven gastropub specializing
in craft beer, classic drafts and ele-
vated fare. On Super Bowl Sunday,
Public School’s game day menu
will feature $3 Modelo drafts,
$4 Modelo Micheladas and
$5 Sauza margaritas. Pub food

includes $5 parmesan truffle fries,
bacon cheddar tots, chips and salsa
with beer cheese, buffalo cauli-
flower, flatbreads, chorizo mac and
cheese, and soft pretzels. 612
Flower St., (213)622-4500; 9411
Culver Blvd., (310)558-0414;
15300 Ventura Blvd., #102G,
(818)728-9818.

Tallula’s Taqueria
Super Bowl

On Sunday, Feb. 2, Tallula’s is
open for brunch from 11 a.m.
to 3 p.m. before showing the big
game in the bar and lounge at 3:30.
Cheer on your favorite team shar-
ing $12 pitchers of draft beer with
your friends. Food specials include
fried chicken wings with Yucatan
chili and an herb dipping sauce,
blue corn-crusted Oaxacan cheese
sticks, and grass-fed ground beef
tlayudas with quesillo and pepper-
jack cheeses, shishito peppers,
shaved red onions and fresh herbs.
If you’re hosting a Super Bowl
party at home, order the Super
Bowl Taco Party package for $115,
featuring a dozen assorted tacos
with all the fixings, plus chips, gua-
camole, salsa, rice, beans and chur-
ros. Delivery is available through

your favorite delivery app. Other
party options feature nachos, plat-
ters of grass-fed carne asada and
more. 118 Entrada  Drive,
(310)526-0027.

Super Bowl Sunday
at Dog Haus

top by a Dog Haus Biergarten

location on Sunday, Feb. 2 to
score food and drink specials all
day long. 3335 S. Figueroa St.,
(213)748-4287.

Hotel Shangri-La
Super Bowl

Super Bowl poolside party

begins at 1 p.m. on Feb. 2 with
access to a big screen TV and an
all-American barbecue with beers
flowing at the pool bar. The $55-
per-person entrance fee includes a
barbecue combo platter of beef
sliders, chicken wings, nachos and
two beers. Additional menu items
include a bacon-wrapped hotdog
topped with caramelized peppers
and onions served with house-made
potato chips; a Kobe beef burger
with cheddar cheese, grilled onion,

lettuce, tomato and pickles served
on a warm brioche bun; and a tower
of steak fries, truffle fries, herbed
fries and sweet potato fries. Order a
bucket of four assorted beers for
$20. For those looking for a more
private cabana, rental service is
$500 per group of five guests. The
cabana includes bottle service with
mixers and a private flat-screen
television. The party goes until 7
p-m. Purchase tickets at
eventbrite.com/e/2020-super-bowl-
viewing-party-at-hotel-shangri-la-
tickets-90048843515 ?aff=ebdssb-
destsearch. For cabana rentals,
email sven@shangrila-hotel.com.
1301 Ocean Ave., (310)394-2791.

Super Bowl at
Rasselbock Mar Vista

tarting at 3 p.m. on Sunday, Feb.

2, enjoy food and drink specials
that include select draft beers for $5
each. Watch the Super Bowl on mul-
tiple screens at this restaurant and
beer garden specializing in German
food with a modern twist and freshly
tapped German and Belgian beers.
They also make a selection of
Haus cocktails, and pour German
and Californian wines. 3817 Grand
View Blvd., (310)439-2938.

The Abbey

atch the Super Bowl on

Sunday, Feb. 2, on a new
wall-to-wall LED display at the
Abbey Food & Bar. You can
reserve a booth with a group of
friends or pull up a seat anywhere
throughout the indoor/outdoor hot
spot and watch the game and half-
time show. Sip on one of the
Abbey’s 200 specialty cocktails or
order buckets of Bud Light to go
with Abbey’s loaded nachos, flat
breads or wings smothered in Asian
chili sauce. 692 N. Robertson
Blvd., (310)289-8410.

All-female wine
dinner at Chao
Krung

n Friday, Feb. 5, join sisters and

business partners Amanda
Kuntee and Katy Noochlaor for an
exclusive all-female wine and food
pairing inside the intimate Thai
restaurant. All the wines served are
made solely by women. Guests will
taste authentic, century-old family
recipes and delicious new wines.
111 N. Fairfax Ave., (323)939-8361.

6333 W. 3rd St.

at the Farmers Market

\ 5
.
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PoLICE BLOTTER

The following crimes occurred in West Hollywood, Beverly Hills and the
areas patrolled by the LAPD’s Wilshire and Hollywood divisions between
Jan. 19 and Jan. 26. The information was compiled from www.crimemap-
ping.com. To report a crime, call local law enforcement agencies: Los
Angeles Police Department, Wilshire Division (213)473-0476, Los Angeles
County Sheriff’s Department West Hollywood Station (310)855-8850, and
the Beverly Hills Police Department, (310)550-4951.

Beverly Hills Police
Department

Jan. 19

An unknown suspect burglarized a
commercial building in the 9400
block of Olympic at 10 a.m.

At 2:30 p.m., a vandalism incident
was reported in the 9100 block of
Alden.

An unknown suspect committed a
grand theft in the 300 block of N.
Rodeo at 3:17 p.m.

At 4:30 p.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a commercial building
in the 200 block of Rodeo.

An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 8300 block of
Wilshire at 5:45 p.m.

At 9:30 p.m., a vandalism incident
was reported in the 100 block of S.
Roxbury.

Jan. 20

At 12:33 p.m., a suspect was
arrested on suspicion of driving
under the influence of alcohol or
drugs near the corner of Olympic
and Maple.

An unknown suspect committed a
grand theft in the 9600 block of
Wilshire at 3:37 p.m.

At 10 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft from a
vehicle in the 400 block of S.
Rodeo.

Jan. 21

At 4:27 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a grand theft in the
9500 block of Wilshire.

Jan. 22

At 12:15 p.m., a vandalism inci-
dent was reported in the 200 block
of S. Stanley.

A suspect was arrested on suspi-
cion of driving under the influence
of alcohol or drugs near the corner
of Olympic and La Peer at 6:25
p.m.

Jan. 23

A suspect was arrested on suspi-
cion of driving under the influence
of alcohol or drugs near the corner
of Dayton Way and Rodeo at 6:12
a.m.

At 11:40 a.m., an unknown sus-
pect committed a petty theft in the
400 block of N. Canon.

An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft from a vehicle in the 200
block of McCarty at 5 p.m.

At 5:50 p.m., a vandalism incident
was reported near the corner of
Olympic and Robertson.

A suspect was arrested on suspi-
cion of driving under the influence
of alcohol or drugs in the 200 block
of S. La Cienega at 11:20 p.m.

Jan. 24

At 2 p.m., an unknown suspect
stole auto parts from a vehicle
parked in the 200 block of S.
Wetherly.

An unknown suspect committed a

theft at a commercial building in the
200 block of N. Rodeo at 5:53 p.m.

Jan. 25

An unknown suspect committed a

grand theft from a vehicle parked
in the 400 block of N. Beverly at
1:30 p.m.

At 4:18 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 400
block of N. Bedford.

A suspect was arrested on suspi-
cion of driving under the influence of
alcohol or drugs near the corner of
Alpine and Lexington at 8:21 p.m.

Jan. 26

At 8:21 p.m., a suspect was arrest-
ed on suspicion of driving under
the influence of alcohol or drugs
near the corner of La Cienega and
Colgate.

West Hollywood
Sheriff’s Station

Jan. 15

At 8:30 p.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
8900 block of Melrose.

An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle in the 9000 block of Santa
Monica at 9:15 p.m.

Jan. 16
At 3 p.m., an unknown suspect

committed a grand theft in the 700
block of West Knoll.

Jan. 17

At 2:04 a.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a business in the 8800

block of Beverly.
Jan. 18

At 7:30 p.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
1000 block of N. Palm.

An unknown suspect threatened a
victim at gunpoint near the corner
of Hilldale and Dicks at 11:59 p.m.

A suspect stole a bicycle from a
residence in the 1100 block of N.
Formosa. The time of the incident
was not provided.

Jan. 19

At 1:30 a.m., an attempted strong-
arm robbery was reported near the
corner of Santa Monica and
Hancock.

An unknown suspect robbed and
assaulted a victim near the corner
of Cynthia and San Vicente at 4
a.m.

Los Angeles Police
Department

* Information about crimes
occurring in the Los Angeles
Police Department’s Wilshire
and Hollywood divisions was
unavailable this week due to
technical problems with the
crimemapping.com website.

Bill aims to reduce auto burglary
Increase throughout the state

State legislators recently intro-
duced a bill to address an increase
in car burglaries throughout
California.

Assembly Bill 1921, authored
by state Assembly Members Tyler
Diep (R-Huntington Beach) and
Rebecca  Bauer-Kahan  (D-
Orinda), and state Sen. Scott
Wiener (D-San Francisco), will
make it easier to prosecute auto
burglaries by eliminating the need
to prove that a vehicle’s doors
were locked when the theft
occurred.

“Car break-ins have become so
common and lucrative that thieves
are traveling from the Bay Area to
Los Angeles to commit these
crimes.,” Diep said. “AB 1921 isa
common sense bill to reduce one
of the most common types of
property crimes in the state. It is
unacceptable that current law puts
the burden of proof on the victim
and allows burglars to escape the
consequences of their actions. It is
time to pass this bill and stop the
break-ins.”

For years, there has been a
steady increase of auto burglaries
in California, according to police.

Numerous reports from through-
out the state have surfaced about
increases in vehicle break-ins,
including in the Beverly Hills and
West Hollywood, as well as the
Los Angeles Police Department’s
Hollywood and Wilshire divi-
sions.

“Auto break-ins are at epidemic
levels. These crimes harm neigh-
borhoods and badly hurt people
who can’t afford to keep fixing
their car windows and who rely
on their cars to survive,” Weiner
said. “People who break into cars
must be held accountable. We
need to close this ridiculous loop-
hole that allows people who break
into cars to avoid consequences.”

AB 1921 will specify that auto-
burglary is the forcible entry of a
vehicle with intent to commit
theft. Forcible entry of a vehicle
will be defined as damaging the
exterior of a vehicle or the use of
a tool or device to manipulate the
locks. The bill is co-authored by a
bipartisan coalition of senators
and assembly members from
throughout California. For infor-
mation, visit leginfo.legisla-
ture.ca.gov.

Forum focuses on wellbeing of veterans

The Los Angeles County
Department of Military and
Veterans Affairs will join the Medal
of Honor Society and U.S. Vets for a
breakfast on the issue of suicide and
mental health wellness among veter-
ans on Tuesday, Feb. 4, from 10 to
11 am. at the Bob Hope Patriotic
Hall, near downtown Los Angeles.

Veterans and Medal of Honor
recipients will share their experi-
ences in candid, peer-to-peer mentor
dialogues on veteran suicide, post-
traumatic stress disorder, resilience,
mental health and the importance of

seeking help to address problems.
Participants  include  Charles
“Chuck” Hagemeister, U.S. Army
(Ret.); Thomas “Tom” Kelley, U.S.
Navy (Ret.); and Gary Littrell, U.S.
Army (Ret.).

Medal of Honor recipients are
uniquely qualified to have mean-
ingful dialogues with other soldiers
about resiliency, transitioning to
civilian life and mental wellness
challenges. Bob Hope Patriotic
Hall is located at 1816 S. Figueroa
St.  For information,  visit
mva.lacounty.gov.

Board grants more oversight powers to commissions

The Los Angeles County Board
of Supervisors voted on Jan. 28 to
create the Probation Oversight
Commission and strengthen over-
sight of the Los Angeles County
Sheriff’s Department by giving
new tools to the Civilian Oversight
Commission and the Inspector
General.

Under the changes, the civilian
bodies overseeing the Probation
and Sheriff’s Departments will
each have the ability to subpoena
documents or testimony.

The creation of a Probation
Oversight Commission follows a
yearlong public process to gather
community recommendations and
a motion by Supervisors Mark
Ridley-Thomas. 2nd District, and
Hilda Solis, 1st District, that was
unanimously approved on Oct. 1.

POC will be endowed with all
the authority currently vested in the
existing probation commission, as
well as new powers including the
ability to conduct facility inspec-
tions, establish an independent
grievance process, conduct investi-
gations through the Office of the
Inspector General and compel the
forthcoming of information by
issuing subpoenas. The commis-
sion, which will be composed of
nine appointed members, has des-
ignated seats for people who were
formerly incarcerated in the justice
system, family members of proba-
tion clients and experts in juvenile
justice and legal defense.

“Oversight is a
critical part of
reform and the
county’s oversight
bodies - for the
Sheriff’s and
Probation
Department - need
timely access to
information.”

-L.A. County Supervisor
Mark Ridley-Thomas,
2nd District

—_— e

“For years, the board has spoken
loud and clear about the need to
enact robust oversight of the
Probation Department,” Ridley-
Thomas said. “Creating the POC is
nothing short of game-changing, as
is giving the ability to compel data,
documents and direct testimony.
Probation reform is the order of the
day, and stronger oversight will
help us get there.”

The board similarly strengthened
oversight of the  Sheriff’s
Department by giving the Civilian
Oversight Commission authority to
issue subpoenas. The change
stemmed from a motion by Ridley-
Thomas and Supervisor Sheila
Kuehl, 3rd District, approved in
October that grants the COC access

to sheriff’s department data, docu-
ments and direct testimony, includ-
ing the authority — through a major-
ity vote by the COC —to compel the
department to provide information
through the issuance of subpoenas.
The change comes after months of
difficulty in obtaining information
from the sheriff’s department.

“The county cannot afford to
erase the progress that has been
achieved under recent reform
efforts of the sheriff’s department,”
Ridley-Thomas added. “Back-
tracking is not an option. Returning
to the day of rampant abuse in the
jails, or of scandals hidden from the
public, cannot happen under our
watch. Oversight is a critical part of
reform and the county’s oversight
bodies — for the Sheriff’s and
Probation Department — need time-
ly access to information.”

“Over the past three years as
executive director of the Civilian
Oversight Commission, I have
learned that the commission is only
effective when we have access to
information,” said Brian Williams,
executive director of the COC.
“Obtaining this information has not
always been easy. Subpoena power
will help us in our efforts to provide
solid oversight of the LASD and
will go a long way toward increas-
ing the level of transparency of the
sheriff’s department and repairing
relationships with the community.”

The ordinances are expected to
go into effect in 30 days.

Federal bill would help determine veterans’ needs

U.S. Rep. Julia Brownley (D-
Westlake Village) has introduced
the Every Veteran Counts Act,
which  would require the
Department of Veterans Affairs to
conduct an updated national survey
of veterans.

“The veteran population is ever-
changing and by conducting nation-
al surveys, we can ensure that

Congress, [the] VA and other stake-
holders understand this evolving
veteran population so we can better
identify their needs and effectively
address them,” Brownley said.

To date, the VA has conducted six
national surveys of veterans. The
surveys are conducted approximate-
ly every decade, with the last survey
identifying veteran demographics,

changing trends in the veteran popu-
lation, and utilization and awareness
of VA benefits and services complet-
ed in 2010. The new law will require
the VA to conduct a national survey
of veterans to determine changes or
trends in the veteran population and
better identify the needs of veterans.

For information, visit juliabrown-
ley.house.gov.
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Enjoy the eggplant at
edo by Edoardo Baldi

en the Whisper Lounge
closed at The Grove,
Rick Caruso offered the

space to Edoardo Baldi to open his
third Tuscan-style restaurant in the
greater Los Angeles area.

Baldi moved to Los Angeles with
his family as a young boy, where his
father Giorgio opened Il Ristorante
di Giorgio Baldi in Santa Monica.
He grew up working in the kitchen
for years before opening his first
restaurant in Beverly Hills.

Baldi personally redesigned the
interior at the new Grove location
into a stylish and casual modern
lounge.

At the entrance of edo by
Edoardo Baldi is a walk-up pastry
and espresso bar, serving a variety
of brewed coffees, espresso, cap-
puccino and caffe latte beverages.
The interior has an intimate dining
area and an inviting outdoor terrace
that is covered and heated.

The all-day menu offers break-
fast, lunch, happy hour and dinner
fare that is already gaining a follow-
ing for its croissant, famous chicken

By Jill Weinlein

salad, Roberta’s beef meatballs, and
tomato and basil fusilli.

Earlier this month, I brought my
family to experience some of
Baldi’s signature Emilia-Romagna
recipes, paying homage to his moth-
er’s pasta and ravioli dishes includ-
ing savory green chard pasta
lasagna and eggplant parmigiano.

We ordered drinks from the cre-
ative cocktail list - a blood orange
margarita and Moscow mule.

While sipping on our drinks, we
enjoyed the fresh flavors of a
Farmer’s Market salad with red
grape and multi-colored heirloom

dollop of burrata cheese.

Baldi’s famous roasted chicken
salad arrived with a handful of
nutty-flavored mache leaves mixed
with frisee, sliced green onions, cel-
ery and bite-size cubes of avocado.
The greens are finished with a tangy
light mustard and lemon dressing.

Since Baldi is known for his
homemade pasta, our server recom-
mended his sweet corn ravioli in a
corn broth, served with a large
spoon to ladle the luscious golden
liquid. The kitchen also makes a
variety of pizzette including arrabi-
ata, Margherita, prosciutto, four
cheese, and a burrata with truffle
oil.

The main event was the delicious
eggplant parmigiano, which was
served in a bowl with a creamy
tomato sauce, almost like a tomato
bisque. Perfect slicess of eggplant
finished the dish, topped with
parmigiana cheese and a sprig of
basil.

For dessert, our server immedi-
ately suggested the Torta della
Nonna. The double-layered crust
has chocolate with pastry cream in
the center and toasted pine nuts on
top to offer a balance of textures
and flavors.

We also ordered an Italian mille-
foglie, similar to a French mille-
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The eggplant parmigiano is one of chef Edoardo’s specialties at edo at

The Grove.

feuille (a thousand layers), popular
for any Tuscan celebration.

The  restaurant  combines
Edoardo’s  signature  culinary
favorites from his Tuscan-style
Beverly Hills fine dining establish-

ment, e.baldi, with his more playful
edo little bites in Palisades Village.
edo by Edoardo Baldi is open daily
from 9 a.m. to 10 p.m. $$

189 The Grove Drive, (323)452-

tomatoes, a handful of basil and a
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LA Phil extends contract for Dudamel

aThe Los Angeles Philharmonic
Association has announced that LA
Philharmonic Music and Artistic
Director Gustavo Dudamel’s con-
tract will be extended through the
orchestra’s 2025-26 season.

Dudamel’s contract as music
director began in the 2009-10 sea-
son. Its original five-year term was
extended in March 2011 to run
through the 2018-19 season. In
March 2015, the LA Phil recog-
nized Dudamel’s continuing com-
mitment to the association by
adding the title of artistic director
and extending his contract further
through the 2021-22 season.

“We have completed a stagger-
ingly successful centennial year, so
how better to celebrate than to con-
firm that Gustavo Dudamel and the
LA Phil will continue to do great
things together all the way into

2026,” said Thomas L. Beckmen,
board chair of the Los Angeles
Philharmonic Association. “I join
the board, and I suspect all of Los
Angeles, in saying, ‘Bravo,
Gustavo.”

“Looking back at the first decade
in Los Angeles with my orchestra
makes me indescribably happy,”
Dudamel said. “I am full of expec-
tation and energy as we open the
next chapter of our artistic partner-
ship, and I thank the board of direc-
tors for its continued trust in my
vision for the organization.”

Dudamel added that there have
been many accomplishments over
the past decade.

“I'm so proud of our legacy in
education, especially the establish-
ment and continued growth of
YOLA. The shared passion of the
entire community to nurture the

next generation of music-makers is
both deeply moving and profound-
ly important. I also remain commit-
ted to connecting our rich civic her-
itage ever more closely to our pro-
gramming, community work and
concert performances in our homes,
Walt Disney Concert Hall, the
Hollywood Bowl and now, The
Ford,” Dudamel added. “We have a
unique opportunity and responsibil-
ity in Los Angeles to unite the soul
of the Americas, to build and to
strengthen musical and educational
bridges with our brothers and sis-
ters here in L.A. and beyond. We
have so much work still to do, but I
look forward to embracing the chal-
lenges ahead and to sharing more
beautiful moments together, hand
in hand with my extraordinary
orchestra and our leadership team.”
For information, visit laphil.org.

photo courtesy of the LA Phil
LA Phil Music and Artistic Director Gustavo Dudamel will lead the orchestra

LA Opera’s ‘Eurydice’ opens at the
Dorothy Chandler Pavilion

LA Opera presents the world pre-
miere of “Eurydice” by composer
Matthew Aucoin and librettist Sarah
Ruhl running from Saturday, Feb. 1,
through Sunday, Feb. 23, at the
Dorothy Chandler Pavilion.

The opera is based on Ruhl’s
2003 play of the same name and is
directed by Mary Zimmerman.
Aucoin is a MacArthur Fellowship
“Genius Grant” recipient, as are
Ruhl and Zimmerman. In addition
to composing “Eurydice,” he will
also conduct the new work depict-
ing the struggle between love and
death.

“Ever since I arrived at LA Opera
as artist in residence in the fall of
2016, I have been at work on
‘Eurydice,” so it feels deeply right
that this opera’s premiere will be the
culminating event of my rich and
joyful residency here,” Aucoin said.
“Sarah Ruhl’s libretto is heartbreak-
ing, funny, surreal and magical. At
certain moments, you may find
yourself laughing through tears. I
hope my music has matched her
extraordinary emotional range and I
think L.A. audiences are in for a
thrilling ride.”

“Eurydice” reimagines the
ancient myth of “Orpheus and
Eurydice” for a modern age, bring-
ing the heroine out of the shadows
and into the forefront of her own
narrative.

“When I wrote the play, I was still
in the process of leaving my prima-
ry genre, poetry and moving toward
playwriting,” Ruhl said. “As a
result, ‘Eurydice’ on the page looks
more like a poem than a play, and I
think it is the white space on the
page where poetry might take flight
and become music.”

Showtimes are 7:30 p.m. on Feb.
1, 8, 14 and 20, and 2 p.m. on Feb.
16 and 23. Tickets start at $19. The
Dorothy Chandler Pavilion is locat-
ed at 135 N. Grand Ave. For infor-
mation, call (213)972-8001, or visit
laopera.org.

Do you have news
about a student, teacher
or program?

Send it to

editor@beverlypress.com

for consideration in our
Schools section.

photo courtesy of LA Opera

Opera fans are invited to “Eurydice,” a production that reimagines the
ancient myth of “Orpheus and Eurydice.”
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ANTONIO'S MEXICAN RESTAURANT PRESENTS

THE DOLLEACE DAMES CABARET!

The Gatsby Extravaganza Vintage Cabaret!
Singing! Dancing! Flappergirls! Swing Dancers!

Fire & More!

Join us on Valentine’s Day

Two shows at 6 & 8 pm $10

RESERVE NOW
343-536- 060

Mexican Restaurant
7470 Melrose Ave.
Los Angeles
www.antoniosonmelrose.com

Valentine’s Day!

We have everything to make your Valentine
feel special - from balloons to banners,
party favors, paper goods, wrapping, bows,
and sweets for your sweet!

0% off all merchandise in the store 1

with this coupon! .

discounted merchandise, balloons and balloon delivery excluded I

Vme American

Los Angeles Party

”~ 1

Supply Store ¢
since 1934

5969 Melrose Ave, 4

(corner of Wilcox)s U‘f
(323)467-7124™ ‘
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http://www.vineamericanparty.com
https://www.kccla.org/english/home.asp
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THE ULTIMATE FLOORING EXPERIENCE

Get a New Floor for the NewYear!

LINOLEUM CITY

ciry © f S | over 66 years on Route 66

Rubber ¢ Linoleum ¢ Vinyl Tile * Fiber Floor *
Laminate Floors ¢ Azrock VCT
Prices so low you’ll be floored!
We understand your needs and deliver promptly.
Professionally installed or Do-It-Yourself! “L.Als Largest Selection of Floor Covering”

4849 Santa Monica Blvd.* (323)469-0063 * www.linocity.com
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LA Phil, director win second Grammy

Music and artistic director
Gustavo Dudamel and the Los
Angeles Philharmonic’s recording
of the world premiere of Andrew
Norman’s “Sustain” won the
Grammy Award for Best Orchestral
Performance at the 62nd Annual
Grammy Awards on Jan. 26.

“Sustain” was commissioned by
the LA Phil and recorded in partner-
ship with Deutsche Grammophon
to help celebrate the orchestra’s
centennial season in October 2018
at Walt Disney Concert Hall.

“Andrew Norman is an extraordi-
nary talent and vital member of our
LA Phil family,” Dudamel said.
“We are all so proud to have been
able to commission, premiere and
record this magnificent work of
his.”

Norman is a faculty member of
the USC Thornton School of Music
and director of the LA Phil’s Barry
and Nancy Sanders Composer
Fellowship Program. The LA Phil

first presented his music in 2010
and has since commissioned and
given the world premieres of a
number of his major works. He was
Musical America’s Composer of
the Year in 2017 and won the
Grawemeyer Award for 2013’s
“Play,” another recording which
received a Grammy nomination.
“It was an honor and a privilege
to collaborate with Gustavo
Dudamel and the inspiring musi-
cians of the Los Angeles
Philharmonic,” Norman said.
“They brought my piece to life in a
completely magical way, and I am
very grateful for all the work they
do to move this art form forward.”
Norman’s “Sustain” marks the
second Grammy for the Los
Angeles Philharmonic and

Dudamel. In 2012, they won Best
Orchestral Performance for their
recording of Brahms’ Symphony
No. 4.

For information, visit laphil.com.

photo by Dustin Downing

The Los Angeles Philharmonic and director Gustavo Dudamel won their
first Grammy for Best Orchestral Performance in 2012.

Special

American Pickers on the hunt for California collections

Frank Fritz and Mike Wolfe are
returning to California in March to
film episodes for “American
Pickers,” a documentary series that
explores the world of antique
“picking.”

The stars are looking for large,
private collections or accumula-
tions of antiques they can browse
for treausre. Stores, malls, flea
markets, museums, auctions or
businesses open to the public do
not qualify.

For those interested in sharing
items, call (855)653-7878, or email
americanpickers@cineflix.com.

American Pickers features Frank Fritz, left, and Mike Wolfe.

photo courtesy of American Pickers

LA Phil Association names Hollywood Bowl president

On Jan. 22, Los Angeles
Philharmonic CEO Chad Smith
announced that Gail Samuel has
been promoted to president of the
Hollywood Bowl and chief operat-
ing officer of the Los Angeles
Philharmonic Association.

“Gail Samuel is a strategic part-
ner and critical member of our lead-
ership team. Since 2012, she has
been the exemplary executive over-
seeing operations and program-
ming at the Hollywood Bowl,”
Smith said. “In recognition of her
extraordinary work and the addition
of the stewardship of The Ford to
her portfolio, I am delighted to rec-
ognize her leadership, service and
mentorship within the association
by promoting her to the newly cre-
ated position of president of the
Hollywood Bowl.”

Samuel most recently served as
executive director of the LA Phil,
leading  operations at the
Hollywood Bowl including pro-
gramming jazz, world music,
orchestral pops and pop/rock pre-
sentations, and management of the
Hollywood Bowl Orchestra’s

30th Anniversary Issue
of the Beverly Press!

The Park Labrea News has been publishing for 74 years,

however, the Beverly Press

was started in 1990.

A special issue commemorating the past
30 years will publish on February 6, 2020.
A few guest columnists will be contributing

For more information email
karen@beverly press.com

to this issue and
letters to the editor

are highly encouraged!

or call (323)933-5518
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human resources, strategy and spe-
cial projects. In her new position,
Samuel will provide strategic lead-
ership for both the Hollywood
Bowl and The Ford, as well as
operational oversight for all the
organization’s venues.

“The LA Phil has been my pro-
fessional home, and I'm eager to
move into this next phase of my
work here,” Samuel said. “For its
nearly 100-year history, the
Hollywood Bowl has been central
to the cultural life of Los Angeles.
It’s been a thrill working on behalf
of this beautiful county park, and I
look forward to greater opportunity
to create a vision for its future as the
LA Phil’s summer home and as a
vital experience  for all
Angelenos.”

Samuel’s tenure at the LA Phil
began more than 25 years ago when
she joined the Orchestra Operations
department, and she has since held
several critical roles within the
association, serving as orchestra
manager, general manager and vice
president, managing the Los
Angeles Philharmonic orchestra
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and concert production. Samuel
studied violin and earned under-
graduate degrees in music and psy-
chology and a master’s degree from
the University of Southern
California. She serves on the board
of councilors for the USC Thornton
School of Music and on the board
of directors of A Noise Within
Theatre.
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Gail Samuel
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Gallery features actor’s photography

The Fahey/Klein Gallery pre-
sents “Dennis Hopper: In
Dreams,” an exhibition of works
that connect Hopper’s role as an
actor, husband, father and pho-
tographer.

Referencing Roy Orbison’s
song by the same name, famously
featured in David Lynch’s “Blue
Velvet,” “In Dreams” includes
appearances by Andy Warhol,
Peter Fonda and Wallace
Berman, which are interwoven
with Hopper’s life and his daily
use of the camera.

Hopper first appeared on tele-
vision in 1954 and co-wrote,

directed and acted in “Easy
Rider” (1969).

“While people will always
remember me as an actor and for
‘Easy Rider,” I want to be remem-
bered as a photographer, not just
an actor who took pictures,”
Hopper said before his death in
2010.

Open through Feb. 29, the
exhibition is free and open to the
public from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.,
Tuesday through Saturday.

The Fahey/Klein Gallery is
located at 148 N. La Brea Ave. For
information, call (323)934-2250,
or visit faheykleingallery.com.

photo courtesy of Fahey/Klein Gallery, Los Angeles © Dennis Hopper Trust

A photograph of Andy Warhol taken in 1963 by Dennis Hopper will be

on view at the exhibition.

Japan House debuts woodcraft exhibit

Japan House Los Angeles
announced the exhibition “HIDA |
A Woodwork Tradition in the
Making,” which brings Japanese
woodcraft from the Hida region of
Japan to Los Angeles for the first
time.

On display on the gallery’s sec-
ond floor through April 12, the
exhibition invites visitors to dis-
cover the legendary craftsmen of
Hida and their design legacy
today, embodied in the work of
century-old furniture maker Hida
Sangyo Co. Ltd. Select items on
display include a chair designed
by the late Sori Yanagi, utilizing
wood-bending techniques native
to Hida, and a branch spoon creat-
ed by Ibuki Kaiyama utilizing a

traditional chiseling technique.

Displays will highlight regional
specialties such as Hida-shunkei
lacquerware, Ichii wood carving
(Ichii itto bori — Japanese yew
carving) and mageki (wood bend-
ing), as well as materials, proto-
types and products developed by
Sangyo.

Admission is free to the public.
Regular gallery hours are 10 a.m. to
8 p.m., Monday through Saturday;
10 am. to 7 p.m., Sunday. The
gallery will be closed on Feb. 8-9
for Academy Awards weekend.

Japan House Los Angeles is
located at 6801 Hollywood Blvd.
For information, call (800)516-
0565, or visit japanhouse.jp/losan-
geles.

Artists to perform Original Song nominations at 92nd Oscars

On Jan. 23, Oscars co-producers
Lynette Howell Taylor and
Stephanie Allain announced that
Cynthia Erivo, Elton John, Idina
Menzel, Chrissy Metz and Randy
Newman will perform this year’s
nominations for Original Song dur-
ing the 92nd Oscars ceremony on
Sunday, Feb. 9.

“We’re excited to have an
incredible group of nominees and
performers who will deliver one-
of-a-kind music moments you will
only see on the Oscars,” Howell
Taylor and Allain said.

This year’s Original Song nomi-
nees and performers are “I Can’t
Let You Throw Yourself Away”
from “Toy Story 4,” performed by
Randy Newman; “(I'm Gonna)
Love Me  Again” from
“Rocketman,” performed by Elton
John; “I'm Standing With You”
from “Breakthrough,” performed
by Chrissy Metz;“Into The
Unknown” from “Frozen II,” per-
formed by Idina Menzel and
Norwegian artist Aurora and
“Stand Up” from “Harriet,” per-
formed by Cynthia Erivo .

In addition to the five nominat€d

photo by Phil McCarten/©A M.PA.S.
Oscar nominee Randy Newman, left, and Academy President David
Rubin attended the Oscar Nominee Luncheon on Jan. 27.

song performances, the show will
feature a special appearance by
Questlove and a guest-conducted
segment by Eimear Noone. Noone
is the first woman to conduct dur-
ing an Oscars telecast.

The producers will continue to

announce talent joining the show in
the coming weeks.

The 92nd Oscars will be held at
the Dolby Theatre at Hollywood &
Highland Center and will be tele-
vised live on ABC.

For information, visit oscars.org.

L.A. Chamber Orchestra announces new executive director

Los Angeles Chamber Orchestra
chair Leslie Lassiter announced
that Ben Cadwallader will be its
new executive director, effective
March 9.

“Ben Cadwallader is one of
classical music’s rising leaders,”
Lassiter said. “His infectious ener-
gy, passion for classical music,
innovative strategies and excep-
tional leadership abilities will help
propel LACQO’s continuing growth
and excellence.”

Cadwallader will work closely
with Music Director Jaime Martin
in support of Martin’s artistic
vision and will oversee all aspects
of the orchestra’s strategic plan-
ning and operations, provide
administrative oversight and col-
laborate with the board of direc-
tors to optimize LACO’s fiscal
growth.

“Ben, who cares deeply about

music and musicians, will serve as
a valuable colleague on artistic
matters, and I am looking forward
to working with him,” Martin said.

An advocate for the vibrant
future of live classical music,
Cadwallader has served as
Vermont Symphony Orchestra’s
executive director since 2015. His
bicoastal experience also includes
leadership positions with the Los
Angeles Philharmonic, where he
served as education programs
manager from 2012 to 2015, the
Youth Orchestras of San Antonio
and the East Coast Chamber
Orchestra.

“I have long admired LACO’s
steadfast commitment to musical
excellence and new music as well
as its ability to experiment and
adapt within a changing media
landscape,” Cadwallader said.
“Working in partnership with

[Martin] and LACO’s stellar artists
to bring their vision for the orches-
tra to life will be a joy personally
and professionally. While I’m gen-
uinely saddened to close my chap-
ter in Vermont, the remarkable
people affiliated with LACO have
welcomed me with open arms, and
I’'m excited to get to work there.”

At the L.A. Phil, Cadwallader
managed the unique Composer
Fellowship Program and worked
with sought-after, contemporary
composers associated with LACO
including Andrew Norman, Sarah
Gibson and Christopher Rountree.
As a mark of his track record for
making significant contributions to
his orchestra and to the classical
music field, he was one of nine arts
administrators from across the
country selected in 2017 by the
League of American Orchestras for
its Emerging Leaders Program.

TMC Arts Dance appoints senior advisor

On Jan. 10, Music Center presi-
dent and CEO Rachel S. Moore
announced the addition of dance
curator and producer Martin
Wechsler as a senior advisor for
TMC Arts Dance presentations.

“Martin Wechsler has his finger
on the pulse of the dance world and
knows what’s happening before it
even happens. He scouts the world
looking for what’s next,” Moore
said. “He has extensive knowledge
of the world’s renowned dance
companies and has long and deep
relationships within the dance
world.”

A dance curator, producer,
administrator and  educator,
Wechsler began his career with the
Joyce Theater as an administrative
assistant and grew to become the
organization’s director of program-
ming, a role he held for more than

20 years before stepping down in
2017. He was also responsible for
programming Joyce  Theater
Foundation presentations at other
venues, including the David H.
Koch Theater at Lincoln Center
and in public parks throughout
New York City.

“I' ook forward to contributing to
TMC Arts’ engagement approach
as we curate the work of local,
national and international dance
companies and strive to enrich the
cultural lives of all Angelenos,”
Wechsler said.

Since leaving the Joyce,
Wechsler has pursued a number of
independent projects, including
serving as the associate producer of
the 2019 and 2020 Fall for Dance
Festival at New York City Center.

For information, visit musiccen-
ter.org.

FIDM Museum presents annual costume design exhibit

On Tuesday, Feb. 4, the FIDM
Museum will open the “Art of
Motion Picture Costume Design”
exhibition, which celebrates the
creativity of costume designers in
the film industry.

For its 28th year, the exhibit will
feature over 100 costumes from 29
films. Pieces from five Academy
Award nominees for costume
design — “The Irishman,” “Jojo
Rabbit,” “Joker,” “Little Women”
and “Once Upon a Time... in
Hollywood” — will be on view.

Other costumes will be exhibited
from “A Beautiful Day in the
Neighborhood,” “The Aeronauts,”
“Avengers: End Game,” “Captain
Marvel,” “Knives Out” and “Star
Wars: The Rise of Skywalker.”

As is tradition, the former year’s
Oscar winner for Best Costume
Design, “Black Panther,” will also
be on display.

The exhibition is free to the
public and closes Saturday, March
21. Hours are Tuesday through
Saturday, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

FIDM Museum is located on the
campus of the Fashion Institute of
Design & Merchandising at 919 S.
Grand Avenue. For information,
call (213)623-5821, or fidmmuse-
um.org.

photo courtesy of the FIDM Museum
“Art of Motion Picture Costume Design” will also feature costumes from
“Downton Abbey,” “Maleficent: Mistress of Evil” and “Hustlers.”
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On Feb. 15, Fort Gansevoort
will open “Soviet Childhood,” pre-
senting new paintings and draw-
ings by Zoya Cherkassky.

A continuation of the artist’s
2019 exhibition at Fort Gansevoort
New York, “Soviet Childhood”
evokes the specific social realities
of mundane Soviet daily life, while
uncovering the complex phenome-
non of nostalgia that affects the
final generation of Soviet children.

Cherkassky, just 15 years old
when the USSR collapsed, creates
her paintings with precision. From
rigidly structured school buildings
to vibrant clothing, a multitude of
artifacts fill and give life to her
scenes. Representing varying
Soviet realities, Cherkassky’s
work narrates specific stories in
addition to sharing such simple
everyday situations as daily com-

Gallery shows paintings of Soviet life

mutes and chores. Through histor-
ical research and memory, she
gathers together recognizable
objects and patterns to reconstruct
a bygone era that defines millions
of identities.

Having begun the Soviet
Childhood series while pregnant
with her daughter, Cherkassky
portrays her own childhood utopia
and simultaneously conjures a
feeling of catastrophe, neither glo-
rifying nor decrying Soviet life.

An opening reception for the
exhibition will be held from 6 to 8
p-m. on Feb. 15 at Fort Gansevoort
Los Angeles. Gallery hours are 10
am. to 6 p.m., Tuesday through
Saturday.

Fort Gansevoort is located at
4859 Fountain Ave. For informa-
tion, call (323)928-2332 or visit
fortgansevoort.com.

Crossword Puzzle by wyles Mellor

Getty Center’s concert series Sounds of L.A. returns

Sounds of L.A., the Getty’s annu-
al concert series exploring the city’s
varied musical landscape, features
concerts each month by musicians
who combine global influences in
unexpected and original ways.

Oakland-based rapper and spo-
ken-word artist Ruby Ibarra takes
the stage on Feb. 15 and 16.
Listeners will hear stories reflecting
the lives of immigrants and com-
munities of color in Tagalog and
Waray; these languages originate in
the Philippines, just like Ibarra.
Both are especially percussive lan-
guages: perfect for her voice and
vision. She’ll be joined by contem-
porary and traditional musicians for
an evening illuminating the social
power of music.

Sounds of L.A. closes March 21
and 22 with one of Brazil’s most
acclaimed contemporary musi-
cians, Hamilton de Holanda. He is
known for his tour-de-force compo-
sitions and stunning command of
his instrument the bandolim, or
mandolin. Starting his professional
career at the tender age of five, de
Holanda went on to reinvent the

photo by Donna Ibarra/courtesy of the Getty

Ruby Ibarra will perform at the Getty Center on Feb. 15 and 16.

sound, style and technique of this
beloved instrument by adding two
extra strings.

The series is free; a separate
reservation is required for each con-
cert. All performances, which begin

at 7 p.m. on Saturdays and 4 p.m.
on Sundays, take place in the
Harold M. Williams Auditorium at
the Getty Center. Parking is $15;
$10 after 3 p.m. For tickets and
information, visit getty.edu/360.
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Across . TT Roadster
1. Rapid . High-hatter

5. Hawaiian wreath

8. Lose control on the road
12. Kind of cycle

14. Babe in the woods

15. Do __ others

16. Venerate

17. Stout relatives

18. Tres y tres

19. City on a rock

21. Belgium port

22. Nautical position

23. Spoon bender

24. Completely wowed

27. Ukrainian port

30. Government security agency,
abbr.

33. Continental money

35. Figure (out)

36. Long time

37. Popular Florida resort
41.“  moment”

42. First Lady of Jazz

43. Yesteryears

44. Demagogue, for short
45. Deprived of sensation
48. Malt infusion

49. Electrocardiograph, abbr.
50. Jack and Jill’s bucket

52. Capital of Western Australia
55. Tennessee city

60. Insurer for military personnel
61. Famous Fort

62. Liqueur flavor

63. Singer k. d.

64. Knots Scary Farm setting
description

65. Himalayan country

66. Olympic sport

67. Part of a U.R.L.

68. They’re often pickled

Down
1. Alert to something odd

2
3
4. Béarnaise ingredient
5.In __ land (spacy)
6. Pitcher

7. Those with clout

8. Japanese raw fish dish

9. Pad or cap starter

10. Pack _ (quit)

11. Thou protest too much
13. Down-to-earth

14. Destined

20.  Getz (“Lethal Weapon 2”
role for Joe Pesci)

21. Green

23. What Gorbachev reorganized
24. Fable maker

25. Bat dung

26. Large recessed window

28. Cornerstone abbr.

29. Take action against

30. Surgical opening?

31. More tender

32. Discomfort

34. Fetor

38. Push on the radio

39. Shader

40. Slip free loop knots

46. Adhesive

47. Shepard of ‘Parenthood’

49. French story

51. Director Reitman

52. Influence

53. Biblical birthright seller

54. Summoned Jeeves

55. Experienced

56. Neighbor of Swed.

57. MD’s fat-reducing procedure
58. Future atty.’s exam

59. Spawning fish

61.  Gardens

See answers page 26

Museum opens Japanese internment camp exhibit

The  Japanese  American
National Museum and multimedia
artist Taiji Terasaki present
“Transcendients:  Heroes At
Borders,” an exhibit running from
Saturday, Feb. 1, through Sunday,
March 29.

On the 78th anniversary of
President Franklin Roosevelt’s
executive order that authorized
Japanese American internment
camps, JANM and Terasaki have
partnered to transform the museum
into a multisensory experience that
brings together historic photogra-
phy, mist projection, immersive
installation, lenticular imagery,
contemporary portraiture and
videography to honor the known
and unsung ‘“heroes at borders.”
Terasaki’s parents and grandpar-
ents were incarcerated in an intern-
ment camp holding Japanese
Americans during World War II.

“These are the heroes that advo-
cate and fight for those who face
discrimination, prejudice and
inequity at the many borders that
divide and separate us,” Terasaki
said. “These heroes are an inspira-
tion for fellow Americans, some-
thing we now need more than ever.
By illuminating the stories of
these individuals, we hope to edu-
cate attendees about the advocacy
work they do and inspire a spirit of
unity and action in support of
democracy and justice for all.
These stories will underscore that
the forces of intolerance, injustice
and human rights indignities,
which resulted in the incarceration
of Japanese Americans during
World War II, are ever-present
today.”

In the museum’s main plaza, a
shipping container will immerse
visitors in the experience of
today’s migrants desperate to
escape the hardships of their home
countries and the inhumane treat-
ment some have endured at the
border. Artistic visuals inspired by
detention centers and live-feed
video projections onto mist will
connect visitors to the plight of
detained migrants.

A series of lenticular structures
will parallel past attacks on
democracy with those that current-
ly exist and will explore the vari-
ous “borders” the exhibit intends

to spotlight.

In the museum’s Weingart
Gallery, visitors can view a short
film projected on mist about
Satsuki Ina, a Japanese American
woman born in the Tule Lake
Segregation Center, who has dedi-
cated her life to the study of com-
munity trauma and has become an
advocate and counselor for chil-
dren currently enduring family
separation and detention at the
border.

In another section of the exhibit,
floor-to-ceiling images will focus
on current events and threats to
democracy, bringing awareness to
issues and highlighting threats that
also exist outside the United

A Mhlv

States.

The final section is a ceremonial
offering at a memorial wall, where
tributes to passed loved ones and
activists who have fought for jus-
tice in their communities can be
seen.

“I, as well as all of us, have a
responsibility to remember and
analyze what happened then, to
not look away and to not lie to our-
selves, so we can make sure this
never happens again,” Terasaki
said.

The Japanese =~ American
National Museum is located at 100
N. Central Ave., in downtown Los
Angeles. For information, visit
janm.org/exhibits/transcendients.
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photo courtesy of JANM

A self-portrait of photographer Toyo Miyatake is included in the new
exhibit at the Japanese American National Museum.
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Three historical dramas prepare for Oscars snubs

“A  Beautiful Day in the
Neighborhood,” ‘Harriet” and
“Richard Jewell” will go home
empty-handed come Oscars night.
One lead, two supporting and an
original song nom are their only
chances, but most other contenders
enjoy all the hype, and (mostly)
rightly so.

“A Beautiful Day in the
Neighborhood”

Fun fact: This one doesn’t focus
on Mr. Rogers, expertly played by
Tom Hanks. He’s a deistic pres-
ence. Instead, Esquire journalist
Lloyd Vogel (Matthew Rhys), a
fictional stand-in for real journal-
ist Tom Junod, encounters the
famed children’s TV host on
assignment for a 400-word puff
piece for a heroes series.

Always the antagonist, a jaded
muckraker molded by deep-seated
resentment toward his own father
(Chris Cooper), Lloyd resists the
allure of Mr. Rogers’ pure good-
ness. How can anyone care so
deeply for everyone he encoun-

ters? Turns out the Presbyterian

minister gravitates toward those
he believes need him most, trans-
forming what should’ve been a
one-off for Lloyd into a series in
conversations that reveals less
about what makes Mr. Rogers tick
and more about Lloyd’s own emo-
tional journey.

For Hanks to win the supporting
nom would be rather disingenu-
ous. To date, no film, feature or
documentary, has  explored
Rogers’ true complexities. The
2018 documentary “Won’t You Be
My Neighbor?” comes closest
thus far. This Mr. Rogers under-
goes nothing new. By the time
Lloyd arrives in Rogers’ life, the
informal life coach is a fully real-
ized person without need for a
new life lesson. He remains a con-
stant presence, a Jungian sage
sporting a Daniel Tiger puppet.

But fret not. Hanks might not
win, but “Beautiful Day” oozes
with positivity and hope, even
when tragedy strikes. A true
Rogers film is hopefully still to
come, but this one still provides a
splendid example of how whole-
someness navigates a contradicto-
ry world.

photo courtesy of Sony Pictures

Tom Hanks is compelling as Mr. Rogers in “A Beautiful Day in the
Neighborhood,” but the film falls short in capturing the true identity and
motivation of the iconic television personality.

ON SCREEN
WITH

TIM POSADA

“Harriet”

Biopics need to pick a topic. That
problem looms over “Harriet,”
which depicts the Underground
Railroad’s most heroic figure,
Harriet Tubman (Cynthia Erivo
from “Bad Times at the EI
Royale”). In an attempt to provide a
snapshot of Tubman’s life and
times, the story’s pulse is lost.

Erivo will return to the best
female actor category. She’s incred-
ibly talented. But “Harriet” doesn’t
provide her with a rich enough
script. She dramatically, passion-
ately waxes and champions the
need to free slaves in contrived
monologues that play for the cam-
era more than a real-life setting.

An underdeveloped bit also
arrives halfway through the film as
well: God provides her with safe
passage and gives her visions. Alas,
no one involved in this project
wishes to explore this subplot more,
hence it feels either tangential or
like a missed opportunity.

“Harriet” is what happens when
history is condensed too much. A
brief montage explains her many
feats and some strategy involved in
liberating slaves. And instead of a
elaborate displays of racism in
slave states, villainy again condens-
es into a singular figure, Tubman’s
former owner Gideon Brodess (Joe
Alwyn, who feels more like a cari-
cature than a character), another
fictional character created for a
film.

At the very least, “Harriet” can
serve as a beneficial learning tool
for younger audiences as a film to
avoid the harshness of others like
“12 Years a Slave.” As an awards
contender, others cover this and
many other topics with more preci-
sion.

‘Hate It or Love It,’ 50 Cent is a star

Rapper, actor and producer
Curtis “50 Cent” Jackson will be
honored with the 2,686th star on
the Hollywood Walk of Fame on
Thursday, Jan. 30, at 11:30 a.m.
Jackson’s star will be dedicated in
the category of recording at 6250
Hollywood Blvd.

“Curtis ‘50 Cent’ Jackson is a
man of many talents and star
power,” said Ana Martinez, pro-
ducer of the Walk of Fame. “He has
pursued many types of entertain-
ment genres and done so with huge
success. We are proud to add this
talented and revered performer to
our Walk of Fame family.”

Jackson is an award-winning
rapper, entrepreneur, actor and pro-
ducer from Queens, New York.
Recognized as one of the most tal-
ented and prolific music artists of
his time, the Grammy Award win-
ner rose to fame with his record-
shattering debut album, “Get Rich
or Die Tryin”” and has since sold
more than 30 million albums
worldwide and been awarded
numerous prestigious accolades.
The exceptional businessman
serves as CEO of G-Unit Records,
which he founded in 2003, and has
since signed a host of multi-plat-
inum artists.

Jackson has carved out a televi-
sion and film career as both a pro-
ducer and star. In 2005, he founded

photo courtesy of the Hollywood Chamber of Commerce

Curtis “50 Cent” Jackson

G-Unit Film & Television, Inc.
which has produced a wide variety
of content across numerous plat-
forms and sold shows to multiple
networks.

He is also developing a number
of new projects including
“Intercepted” and “Trill League” at
Starz and the series “For Life,” a
serialized legal and family drama
which will premiere in February on
ABC.

Additional credits include the
variety show “50 Central” on BET
and “The Oath” on Sony Crackle,

the network’s most-watched new
original series. Jackson’s film
career has included roles in several
blockbusters, most recently “Den
of Thieves,” co-starring opposite
Gerard Butler. Jackson has signed
on to produce the sequel along with
Butler.

Jackson has also appeared along-
side Jake Gyllenhaal in Antoine

Fuqua’s boxing drama
“Southpaw,” and “Spy” with
Melissa McCarthy.

For information, visit walkof-
fame.com.

photo courtesy of Focus Features

“Harriet,” starring Cynthia Erivo as Harriet Tubman, fails to offer an in-
depth exploration of the iconic historical figure.

“Richard Jewell”

Clint Eastwood really doesn’t
like news media. In his latest film,
Richard Jewell (Paul Walter
Hauser, surprisingly not nominat-
ed), the security guard who dis-
covered a bomb at Centennial
Olympic Park in 1996, becomes
the quite innocent subject of an
FBI investigation and media fren-
Zy.
yFor a hot second, he’s a hero,
appearing on morning shows and
preparing to pick a ghost writer
for his memoir. Then, Atlanta
Journal-Constitution reporter
Kathy Scruggs (Olivia Wilde)
pushes for a story about the FBI’s
investigation into Jewell, who fits
the profile of a bomber on paper.

Pause a moment and bask in
Eastwood’s depiction of Scruggs,
who died in 2001. Rather than cre-
ate a fictional character in
“Jewell,” Eastwood and screen-
writer Billy Ray (“State of Play,”
“Shattered Glass™) play very loose

with the facts, an odd choice con-
sidering the film’s attempts to
chastise news media for doing the
same thing. She gets aroused by a
good scoop, even rewarding her
anonymous FBI agent Tom Shaw
(Jon Hamm), another fictional
character, for revealing Jewell is a
person of interest.

As for this one’s Oscar nom:
Kathy Bates as Jewell’s hapless
mother thrust into the spotlight
and investigation alongside her
son. To be clear, Bates is a nation-
al treasure — nay, a worldwide
treasure — but any of her many,
many roles on “American Horror
Story” are more worthy of praise.
She doesn’t miss the mark, but she
hardly ascends to Oscar greatness.

News media and occasional FBI
hate aside, “Richard Jewell” is
hardly unwatchable, from
Hauser’s amazing performance to
Sam Rockwell being Sam
Rockwell (or lawyer Watson
Bryant). But it is still a post-empty
chair Eastwood film nonetheless.
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Kobe cemented
forever in L.A.

SOUTHFIELD
VILLAGE

In the Feb. 24, 2011, issue of the Park Labrea News and Beverly
Press, NBA and Los Angeles Lakers legend Kobe Bryant was pictured
placing his handprints in cement during a ceremony at the Grauman’s
Chinese Theatre. Bryant became the first athlete to have his hand-
prints and footprints enshrined in cement at the theater, an honor gen-
erally reserved for actors and members of the film industry. He was
joined at the ceremony by actress Penny Marshall, actor and comedian
George Lopez, television host Jimmy Kimmel and former Lakers
coach Phil Jackson. The ceremony coincided with the NBA All-Star
Game, which was held at Staples Center that year.

Fans around the world are commemorating Bryant, who died on
Jan. 26 in a helicopter crash in Calabasas that also claimed the lives of
his daughter Gianna and seven others. Los Angeles Mayor Eric
Garcetti ordered flags flown at half-mast at government buildings
throughout the city on Jan. 27, and Los Angeles City Hall was illumi-
nated in purple and gold as a tribute to Bryant.

BH Board of Education honors high-scoring students

At its Jan. 28 meeting, the Beverly Hills Board of Education celebrated the hard work of six Beverly
Hills High School students who earned perfect scores on their 2019 PSAT-NMSQT.

Josephine Cosmosse, left, and Noah Kittle-Pals earned perfect math scores. Nicholas Walker, center,
earned a perfect English score. Jacob Lee also earned a perfect math score, and Bradley Moon earned an
overall perfect score of 1520.

Budget could fund school meals

Students may soon be able to
enjoy more fresh, nutritious food in
school meals under a new budget
proposal introduced by Gov. Gavin
Newsom in his 2020-21 prelimi-
nary budget.

The budget proposal, if signed
into law, would provide at least $70
million in funding — a 40% increase
— to strengthen food service pro-
grams and improve the quality of
school meals. The funding will
support efforts to purchase and
serve more freshly prepared, local-
ly grown food, and fuel farm-to-
school and sustainability initia-
tives.

“We know these funds will help
children across the state gain
access to more locally sourced,
healthy, freshly prepared school
meals, give school food service
staff the tools to succeed, and bol-
ster local California economies
through purchasing from local
growers and farmers,” said Kat
Taylor, founder of the TomKat

Foundation and a partner with
California Food for California
Kids.

A diverse coalition of organiza-
tions, including the Center for
Ecoliteracy, NextGen California,
the California School Employees
Association and Taylor have joined
leaders from dozens of organiza-
tions in agriculture, education and
public health to boost investment in
school nutrition. Their efforts build
upon the work by Ross and
Thurmond.

“Our members who work as
cooks, servers, clerks and delivery
drivers see first-hand the positive
impact providing a nutritious meal
can have on students,” said Ben
Valdepefia, president of the
California School Employees
Association. “Without food, stu-
dents cannot learn, and good nutri-
tion enables students to meet their
education and physical potential.”

For information, visit californi-
afoodforcaliforniakids.org.

L.A. Unified calls for more restrictions on vaping

Citing the dangers posed by vap-
ing, the Los Angeles Unified
School District Board of Education
unanimously approved a resolution
condemning the use of e-cigarettes
and criticizing the tobacco industry
for its role in creating a “vaping
epidemic” that affects the health
and well-being of students.

Authored by Board Member Dr.
George J. McKenna 111, the resolu-
tion underscores LAUSD policy
that prohibits the use of any tobac-
co products on campuses and dur-
ing school activities. It also calls
for more student education about
the dangers of tobacco, and for
civic and government leaders to put

a halt to the sale of tobacco and
vaping products to children.

“The health of our students is
equally as important as academic
achievement,” McKenna said. “We
stand proudly against the flavored
tobacco industry’s propaganda that
targets our society’s most cherished
members, children. As an educa-
tional institution, we will continue
to educate students against the
harms of all tobacco products, and
we call on our elected, community
and civic leaders to do the same.”

LAUSD Superintendent Austin
Beutner noted that the district filed
a class-action lawsuit in October
against Juul Labs Inc., the nation’s

largest manufacturer of e-cigarettes
and vaping devices. The suit
alleges that the vaping epidemic
harms students, disrupts learning
and takes time and money away
from LAUSD’s mission of educat-
ing students.

“Los Angeles Unified is taking
steps to ensure those responsible
will pay the price to repair the harm
done to our students, our schools
and the communities we serve,”
Beutner said. “Every day, students
are being harmed as a result of vap-
ing products in schools. Others
need to join us in this fight, and
quickly.”

For information, visit lausd.net.

Black College Expo offers information on higher education

The annual Black College Expo
will be held on Saturday, Feb. 1,
from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. at the Los
Angeles Convention Center.

LACCD representatives will
offer information about the district
and its nine colleges, including
Los Angeles City College, at the
event.

“We want all African American
students and families to know that
the nine colleges of the Los
Angeles Community College
District are an excellent first
choice for higher education in Los
Angeles,” LACCD Chancellor

Francisco C. Rodriguez said. “We
have tuition-free education for
two years and outstanding learn-
ing facilities with unique educa-
tional opportunities and student
success services available to all
first-time, full-time students
though our Los Angeles College
Promise program. Priority regis-
tration is available to students
who enroll by May 1 for the fall
2020 semester.”

The expo offers workshops and
informational booths about finan-
cial aid. Representatives from his-
torically black colleges and univer-

sities will provide information
about transfers for existing college
students, internships and scholar-
ships, and special educational pro-
grams in science, engineering and
math.

The Los Angeles Convention
Center is located at 1201 S.
Figueroa St. For information about
the LACCD College Promise, visit
lacollegepromise.org. For informa-
tion about the Black College Expo,
v i s i t
lahiphopevents.com/event/21st-
annual-los-angeles-black-college-
expo-2.

School board passes charter school enrollment resolution

The Los Angeles Unified
School  District Board of
Education recently passed a reso-
lution that requires funds
recouped when charter organiza-
tions fall short of enrollment tar-
gets be directed back to non-char-
ter host schools.

Approximately one in five char-
ter schools operating within
LAUSD’s boundaries share space
on campuses with traditional non-
charter schools, a process known
as co-location. When a co-located
charter school over-projects the
number of students actually
served but continues to occupy the
space allocated, the law requires
the charter school pay an “over-
allocated space” reimbursement to
the host district.

Authored by Board Vice

President Jackie Goldberg and co-
sponsored by Board Members Dr.
George J. McKenna III, Scott M.
Schmerelson and Nick Melvoin,
the Directing Charter School
Overallocation Reimbursement
Funds to Home Schools resolution
directs that over-allocated space
reimbursements be returned to the
non-charter schools that host the
charter schools on their campuses.

“This action is long overdue,”
Goldberg said. “For years, many
of our schools have been deprived
of classrooms and learning spaces
because charters overestimated
how many classrooms they would
need. We are finally collecting the
fees incurred as a result of those
overestimates and the lion’s share
of that money should go directly
to the schools that bore the brunt

of those errors.”

“Ms. Goldberg and I recently
co-sponsored a resolution creating
a program to use bond dollars to
benefit co-located charters and
district schools on joint projects,”
Melvoin said. “I am glad to co-
sponsor this latest effort to contin-
ue alleviating the burdens of co-
location and promoting collabora-
tion and harmony between co-
located schools.”

The resolution further empow-
ers local leadership councils at
host schools to decide how the
funds will be spent.

“This is part of our continuing
efforts to make sure all dollars are
invested in schools,” LAUSD
Superintendent Austin Beutner
said.

For information, visit lausd.net.
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Pilot program to be part of greenway project

From page 1

said.

Duran added that the signs are
unnecessary, as the information
they would contain is already readi-
ly available on smartphones.

“I think there are better ways to
deal with our carbon footprint and
reduce driving,” Duran said.

Councilwoman Lindsey Horvath
said bicyclists need more infrastruc-
ture to “make biking a realistic
option for folks.” She added that
smartphone dependency comes
with issues of its own.

“Yes, you can look at things on
your phone, but if you’re looking at
your phone while you’re crossing
the street, that’s a problem. If you’re
using your phone while you’re bik-
ing, that’s even more of a problem,”
Horvath said.

Four members of the public were
unanimously in support of the signs,
including Michael Schneider, chair
of Mid City West Community
Council’s Transportation
Committee and founder of the
transportation-focused nonprofit
Streets for All, and West Hollywood
resident Kevin Burton, who spoke
on behalf of the Bicycle Coalition
of West Hollywood.

“If walking and biking are shown
to be quicker than driving, includ-
ing looking for parking, then more
people will do it,” Schneider said.

Schneider also pushed for a quick
city-wide implementation of the
signs, potentially as soon as the

coming months, but the council
decided the city’s pilot program will
be included in the Willoughby and
Vista/ Gardner Greenway project,
which was first approved by the
City Council in 2018 and aims to
improve portions of the streets and
make them easier for bicyclists and
pedestrians to use. It’s possible
some signs will be available for
people to see at the city’s public
outreach event for the project on
April 25, said Bryan Eck, the city’s
acting long-range planning manag-

“Yes, you can look
at things on your
phone, but if you’re
looking at your
phone while you’re
crossing the street,
that’s a problem. If
you’re using your
phone while you’re
biking, that’s even
more of a problem.”

-West Hollywood
City Councilwoman
Lindsey Horvath

—— e-eee——

er, in an email.

At the urging of Councilman
John Heilman, Councilwoman
Lauren Meister and Mayor John

D’ Amico, the wayfinding signs will
be visually consistent with West
Hollywood’s other signage. First,
however, their effectiveness will be
tested, and only if the signs prove to
be successful will they be placed
citywide.

“l agree with staff’s assessment
that we should try signage on a very
limited basis in the upcoming project,
evaluate how that signage works — if
at all — and then go through another
process to go through a citywide sign
program, if we feel that’s appropri-
ate,” Heilman said.

“If we do find it is effective, it
needs to go out to bid. It needs to be
consistent with the other signage we
have in our city so that we don’t just
have a hodgepodge of different
designs going on,” Meister added.

D’Amico, who initially agreed
with Duran and called the signs “a
bit of a Luddite idea” before agree-
ing to support the pilot program,
added that the signs should be rep-
resentative and inclusive of people
with disabilities, such as people in
wheelchairs.

“I think if we’re going to do this,
we need to do it in the West
Hollywood way, which is to make
sure that everyone is included and
that we’re dealing with what goes
on in our city, and we’re not asking
people to go to other cities, and that
we’re paying attention to our own
identity, our own brand,” D’Amico
said.

GoFundMe raises funds for detective’s family

From page 3

with Amber on a couple of cases,
and she was just such an incredible
person,” Hopkins said. “She was a
great detective, but beyond that, she
had a really warm personality, was
very caring and passionate about
her cases. It really hurt to lose her,
and it seemed like it was the least
we could do to come and pay our
respects and let our partners know
we are thinking of them.”

West Hollywood City
Councilman John Duran was
among the city officials who attend-
ed the benefit.

“It’s typical of a West Hollywood
response, a community response to
a tragedy. It brings everybody
together,” Duran said. “Det. Leist
was an extraordinary deputy sheriff.
She’s going to be really missed.”

Tila said he has long respected
the law enforcement community,
and when he heard through social
media that a benefit for Leist was

being organized, he wanted to par-
ticipate.

“Amber was really someone spe-
cial,” Tila said. “This is our way of
giving back for what LAPD and
LASD do for us every day. We
couldn’t be more grateful.”

Leist is survived by her father,
mother, Ellen; sisters Heather
Ashor, Sumry Lemmenes and
Savannah Torsney; and sons,
Walter Ray Laney IV, 21, who cur-
rently serves in the U.S. Navy, and
Daniel Laney, 16.

The Association for Los Angeles
Deputy Sheriffs and the West
Hollywood Sheriff’s Station have
established an account for anyone
wishing to donate to the Leist fam-
ily. Donations can be made
through the ALADS CARES
Foundation by visiting alads.org.
Those who prefer to send a check
should make it out to “ALADS
CARES,” noting “Detective Leist”

on the memo line. Checks can be
mailed Attn: ALADS CARES, 2
Cupania Circle, Monterey Park,
CA91755.

Dep. Jonathan Torsney, who
serves at the Palmdale Sheriff’s
Station and is married to Leist’s sis-
ter, has also launched a GoFundMe
page for people wishing to con-
tribute to the family. He said
approximately $24,000 has been
donated to date.

“Everything helps. Any little
amount is encouraged,” Torsney
said, adding that anyone wishing to
donate should visit
gofundme.com/f/detective-amber-
leist. “People can donate whatever
they can. A group of kids from the
Farmington, New Mexico, police
explorers heard about it and donat-
ed $5 just because they wanted to
help. It’s stories like that that really
show people care. The support has
just been amazing.”

City urges local leaders
to push back against
anti-Semitism, hatred

From page 1

crimes in Los Angeles in 2019,
69 were anti-Jewish.

Mayor John Mirisch asked for
the council to consider adopting
an official definition earlier this
month.

“We were the victims of syna-
gogue vandalism and anti-
Semitic acts we wouldn’t have
thought possible. We need to take
as strong a stance as we can
against this,” Mirisch said.

The council considered a few
definitions of anti-Semitism, but
chose the IHRA’s wording that
“Anti-Semitism is a certain per-
ception of Jews, which may be
expressed as hatred toward Jews.
Rhetorical and physical manifes-
tations of anti-Semitism are
directed toward Jewish or non-
Jewish individuals and/or their
property, toward Jewish commu-
nity institutions and religious
facilities.”

The council will vote on a res-
olution that includes the defini-
tion at a council meeting next
month.

The IHRA definition, which
was chosen by Beverly Hills
over wording by the Anti-
Defamation ~ League and
Merriam-Webster, has been
adopted by the United States
Department of State, Israel,
France, Germany and the United
Kingdom, as well as the
American Jewish Committee.

“If the IHRA definition is the
one gaining momentum in coun-
tries around the world and our
own government, I’d support
that,” Councilman  Robert
Waunderlich said.

The council members and two

public speakers, Dillon Hosier,
chief advocacy officer of the
Israeli-American Civic Action
Network, and Holly Huffnagle,
assistant director of the American
Jewish Committee Los Angeles,
spoke to the importance of defin-
ing anti-Semitism.

“This is not the law, but it’s a
tool for prosecutors, for law
enforcement, for judges, educa-
tors, et cetera, to understand what
anti-Semitism is, because we
know it’s rising, and if we can’t
define it and how complex it is
and that it’s from different
sources, we won’t be able to
effectively fight it,” Huffnagle
said.

The council also decided to
send letters to the heads of insti-
tutions of higher learning in
Southern California, local legis-
lators and others of importance
encouraging them to be vigilant
against anti-Semitism and sup-
port House Resolution 4009, the
Anti-Semitism Awareness Act of
2019, which lacks co-sponsor-
ship from any Democrats or
members of California’s delega-
tion in the House of
Representatives.

Councilman Julian Gold cited
last year’s draft of California’s
ethnic studies curriculum, which
was criticized as anti-Semitic,
and an alleged case of anti-
Semitism at UCLA as examples
of the need for more to be done to
combat hate.

“I think that the red lights are
going off, and we have to be vig-
ilant and we have to be strong
and perhaps, we have to be
aggressive,” Gold said.

APLA Health co-sponsors STD

On Jan. 16, state Sen. Scott
Wiener (D-San Francisco) intro-
duced legislation that would require
California to develop and imple-
ment a comprehensive strategy to
end the epidemics of HIV, hepatitis
C and other sexually transmitted
diseases. This would be the first
statewide strategy developed in the
United States to tackle all three epi-
demics collectively.

Senate Bill 859 — cosponsored by
APLA Health, San Francisco AIDS
Foundation and Essential Access
Health — would require the California
Health and Human Services Agency,
in coordination with the Office of
AIDS and other state departments, to
create a statewide master plan to sig-
nificantly reduce new cases of HIV,
HCV and STDs. This bill would also

require the state to establish a
Stakeholder Advisory Committee,
including community-based organi-
zations and individuals impacted by
these conditions, to help inform the
development of the plan.

“STD rates in California have
reached record highs, and HIV and
hepatitis C continue to impact the
state’s most vulnerable and under-
served communities,” said Craig E.
Thompson, CEO of APLA Health.
“We applaud Sen. Wiener for lead-
ing this bold effort to bring together
state agencies and community
members to develop an aggressive
strategy to end these epidemics.
Now we need the full support of the
governor and the legislature. The
longer they wait, the more it will
cost California to treat new infec-

master plan

tions that could — and should — have
been prevented in the first place.”

According to the Department of
Public Health, California’s STD
rates continue to climb and are at
the highest levels in 30 years. STD
cases are increasing across all
regions of the state with the highest
rates among gay men, young peo-
ple and African Americans. The
state’s HCV epidemic is also grow-
ing rapidly, with rates of newly
reported chronic HCV increasing
50% among young people from
2011-15. New HIV diagnoses
declined just 2% from 2013-17,
and communities of color, particu-
larly young gay men and transgen-
der women, remain hardest hit by
the epidemic.

“We have the tools to end new

Senate agrees to keep fentanyl-
related substances Schedule |

On Jan. 16, U.S. Sens. Dianne
Feinstein  (D-Calif.), Lindsey
Graham (R-S.C.) and Dick Durbin
(D-111.) applauded Senate passage
of the Temporary Reauthorization
and Study of the Emergency
Scheduling of Fentanyl Analogues
Act, legislation they authored to
extend the Drug Enforcement
Agency’s temporary order making
fentanyl-related substances
Schedule I, a designation reserved
for substances that have no current-
ly accepted medical use and a high
potential for abuse.

“In 2018, there were 32,000 fen-
tanyl-related deaths, up 14% from an
already-staggering 28,000 deaths in
2017, Feinstein said. “This is a cri-
sis, plain and simple. DEA’s tempo-
rary order making fentanyl-related
substances a Schedule I substance
has shown success, with the supply
of new fentanyl analogues down by
75%:. This bill isn’t a permanent solu-

tion, but I’'m confident it will give us
time to find a commonsense, biparti-
san pathway to develop meaningful
solutions to the overdose crisis.”

Graham called fentanyl “one of
the most dangerous drugs in the
world.”

“This legislation ... will prevent
fentanyl analogues from being
removed from the Schedule I dan-
gerous drug list for 15 months. I
hope in the coming days we can
reach an agreement that will allow
fentanyl analogues to be listed as a
Schedule I drug permanently,”
Graham said. “I also appreciate
China’s recent efforts to deal with
the fentanyl supply coming from
China, as fentanyl has been proven
to be one of the dangerous drugs
known to man. There were over
30,000 fentanyl-related overdose
deaths in 2018 alone.”

For information,
feinstein.senate.gov.

visit

infections of HIV and STDs. What
we’re missing is political will,”
Wiener said on the release of the
legislation. “This bill, SB 859,
would require California to make a
plan to end this epidemic, and help
state agencies access the necessary
resources to do so. I’'m proud to be
introducing another piece of legis-

lation fighting for the LGBT com-
munity, which, alongside other
marginalized communities, is dis-
proportionately impacted by HIV
and other STDs. California must be
a leader on these issues, and right
now we’re at risk of falling behind.
SB 859 would be a big step towards
finally ending the epidemic.”
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the first time African-American
artists were commissioned by the
National Portrait Gallery to paint
the portraits of a president and
first lady.

The tour will also feature “an
audio-visual element, Portrait
Gallery-led teacher workshops
and curatorial presentations in
each location,” the gallery’s
statement said. The National

Portraits to be displayed
In November 2021

Portrait Gallery also announced
that a book about the artwork,
“The Obama Portraits,” will be
published on Feb. 11.

Jessica Youn, LACMA’s inter-
im director of communications,
said in an email that the con-
struction of the museum’s new
building will not impact the pre-
sentation of the Obamas’ por-
traits.

From page 1

“I think a lot of times when
they come up with these ordi-
nances they’re trying to pass,
they don’t know how it really
works inside [grooming estab-
lishments] and mobile grooming
vans,” Recinos said. “When it
comes down to the whole video
recording, it’s going to be more
costs for a lot of groomers that
are smaller companies.”

The fiscal impact section of
the staff report listed costs asso-
ciated with the issuance of per-
mits, administration of the pro-
gram and inspection of animal
grooming businesses, which

Groomers worry new rules
may be burdensome

would be recovered through an
annual permit fee of $149.

City staff said that letters will
be sent out to mobile groomers
about the ordinance, permit fee
and future meetings. Mobile
groomers in Los Angeles will be
notified of the ordinance require-
ments in case they want to con-
duct future business in Beverly
Hills.

Next steps include a public
hearing for a permit fee adoption,
which will be addressed at a future
City Council meeting before the
ordinance is introduced.

Rampart Village clinic to open in April

From page 7

services providers, nurses and sup-
port staff will also be included. The
center is anticipated to have approx-
imately 15,000 to 20,000 patient
Visits per year.

“It will primarily serve the work-
ing poor, people at the federal
poverty level. Around 45% of peo-
ple in the community are uninsured.
The area around the center has been
described as a dental desert. We did
a community needs assessment a
couple of years ago to identify
where the needs are the greatest,”
said Adam Friedman, chief market-
ing and advancement officer for the
Saban Community Clinic

Friedman said the focus will be
on families and individuals who
seek health care only when they are
experiencing a medical problem,
with the goal of linking them with
long-term care. A major component
will be the Saban Kids Club, which
focuses on preventative care for
families including annual check-
ups, vaccinations and dental exams.
Friedman added that the new center
will also have a policy of open
access scheduling, in which approx-
imately 50% of appointment times
will be kept open for people seeking
urgent care.

Funds for the new center came

rendering courtesy of the Saban Community Clinic

Dental exam rooms and other patient spaces at the new Saban
Community Clinic health center will have themes to make children feel

more comfortable.

from foundations and a fundraising
campaign. Los Angeles City
Councilman Mitch O’Farrell, 13th
District, recently toured the facility
and said it will make a big differ-
ence in the community.

“I want to welcome Virgil Family
Health Center to the 13th District,”

O’Farrell said. “The facility will
provide much needed family med-
ical and dental services in the sur-
rounding neighborhoods. My office
was happy to help pave the way to
get this facility built to best serve
residents in our local neighbor-
hoods.”

Bloom urges MLB to hold
Houston Astros accountable

Earlier this month, Assemblyman
Richard Bloom (D-Santa Monica)
introduced House Resolution 74 to
condemn the Houston Astros for
their alleged sign-stealing in the
2017 season. HR 74 requests that in
addition to the penalties already
imposed, the commissioner of Major
League Baseball remove the 2017
World Series title from the Houston
Astros, impose penalties or fines
against players on the 2017 Astros
team found to be complicit, and calls
upon the commissioner of MLB to
require Houston Astros owner Jim
Crane to publicly apologize.

“Lies and dishonesty have
become so pervasive in American
culture that one may think cheating,
not baseball, is the national pas-
time,” Bloom said. “Professional
ballplayers and teams are looked up
to by children and should behave
accordingly. Likewise, when their
behavior is egregious, they should
be held accountable.”

During the 2017 season, the Los
Angeles Dodgers won an historic
104 regular season games — the
most in baseball — and reached their
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first World Series since 1988, fac-
ing off against the American
League champion Houston Astros,
who defeated the Dodgers four
games to three to win their first
World Series in franchise history.

After former Houston pitcher
Mike Fiers told The Athletic that
the Astros stole signs during the
2017 season, MLB Commissioner
Rob  Manfred’s investigation
revealed that the Houston Astros
used cameras and video monitors to
steal the signs of opposing catchers
at Houston’s Minute Maid Park,
then signaled those signs to their
hitters before pitches throughout
the 2017 regular season and play-
offs. The report also reveals that vir-
tually all of the Astros’ players had
some involvement or knowledge of
the scheme and that most of the
position players on the 2017 team
either received sign information
from the banging scheme or partic-
ipated in the scheme.

On Jan. 13, Manfred announced
the Astros’ punishment, which
includes a year-long suspension of
Manager AJ. Hinch and General
Manager  Jeff Luhnow, a
$5.000,000 fine, and stripping the
Astros of their first-and-second
round draft picks for the next two
years. Hinch and Luhnow were
subsequently fired.

“When an entire team is involved
in cheating, each member should
bear the consequence. So far, there
has been zero accountability from
the Houston Astros organization
nor the players ... Fans across the
country, including those in Houston
who shell out their hard-earned
money to watch games, deserve
better,” Bloom said.

Cedars-Sinai study examines how epilepsy works

'
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Epilepsy is a neurological disorder characterized by abnormal brain

activity that can cause seizures.

A new Cedars-Sinai study reveals
how memory and abnormal brain
activity are linked in patients with
epilepsy who often report problems
with memory. The data show that
abnormal electrical pulses from
specific brain cells in these patients
are associated with a temporary
kind of memory disruption called
transient cognitive impairment.

Understanding this process has
the potential to lead to improve-
ments in treating epilepsy patients,
as well as contribute to knowledge
of how memory works.

Epilepsy is a neurological disor-
der characterized by abnormal brain
activity that can cause seizures. It
affects about 34  million
Americans, or 1% of the popula-

tion, according to the federal
Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention.

“To our knowledge, our study is
the first to investigate the actual
mechanism of transient cognitive
impairment in epilepsy,” said Ueli
Rutishauser, associate professor in
the Department of Neurosurgery at
Cedars-Sinai and senior author of
the study, which was published
online in the journal JNeurosci.

To perform their study,
Rutishauser and his team investi-
gated electrical activity in the hip-
pocampus, an area of the brain
known to be important for memory.
Using electrodes implanted in the
brains of 11 adult epilepsy patients
as part of their treatment, the team

recorded activity of individual cells
in the hippocampus during a recog-
nition memory task.

Patients were first shown 100
new images. Later, a subset of 50 of
these images were repeated a sec-
ond time randomly intermixed with
other new images. After each
image, patients were asked whether
they had seen the image before and
how sure they were about their
answer.

Results showed that abnormal
electrical pulses in the brain, known
as interictal epileptiform dis-
charges, temporarily changed the
firing of individual cells in the hip-
pocampus. This change in the activ-
ity of the cells in turn disrupted the
patients’ ability to recall whether
they previously had seen a present-
ed image. Epilepsy patients com-
monly experience IEDs between
seizures and report transitive cogni-
tive impairment. However, it has so
far remained unknown why IEDs
cause such impairment.

During the task, the extent of
memory disruption was related to
exactly when an IED occurred, with
the most severe impairment caused
by IEDs that appeared within two
seconds of the patient trying to
recall an image, Rutishauser said.
He added that the effect was specif-
ic to recall and that the presence of
IEDs did not disrupt the encoding
of new memories.

Cedars-Sinai is located at 8700
Beverly Blvd. For information, visit
cedars-sinai.org.

Los Angeles filming falls short of expectations

A seasonal increase in film produc-
tion arrived too late to satisfy high
expectations for 2019, according to
new data published on Jan. 17 by
FilmLA, a nonprofit organization that
serves as the official film office of the
city and county of Los Angeles.

In several key -categories —
including feature films, TV dramas,
TV comedies and web-based TV —

on-location production was more
robust from October through

December than in any of the three
quarters prior. Nonetheless, overall
production slipped 5% in the fourth
quarter of 2019, to 9,839 shoot
days.

The fourth quarter of 2019 came
up short against the same period in
2018, FilmLA analysts say, in part
2018 Q4 was the most productive
period recorded by FilmLA in more
than 25 years, totaling 10,359 shoot
days in 2018.

In FilmLA’s television category,
TV comedy production increased
39.4% to 548 shoot days during the
fourth quarter. Web-based TV
increased 36% to 423 shoot days,
and TV pilot production increased
33.3% to 64 shoot days for the peri-
od. TV drama production declined
9.7% to 1,345 shoot days due to
fewer shows and fewer production
days for recurring shows.

For information, visit filmla.com.
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PARK LABREA NEWS
& BEVERLY PRESS

5150 WILSHIRE BLVD. #330
P.O. Box 36036

Computer Problems? TR Los ANGELES, CA 9o§6
I CAN HELP! 23. -RRI
 Troubleshooting SALES & INSTALLATIONS 3 \“é“g?ﬂy%r Eé -
* Lessons ‘ 7769 SANTA MONICA BL. www.parklabreanews.com
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or the latest news!
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UPHOLSTERY & DRAPERY
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Commercial & Residential
Every Style:

Sofas, Chairs, Slipcovers
Replace Feather Proof Lining
Broad Selection of Fabrics,
Draperies & Roman Shades
HIGHEST QUALITY
WORKMANSHIP
Call Rosie for FREE Estimate

310-491-8409 3
West Hollywood (S.)

Tell your
story.

Make an impact

on your sudience.
Growth isn't a goal,

it's an outcome.
mackeycreativelab.com
info@mackeycreativelab.com

MACKEY

Wein. Brond. Demnga. Metia,

INCOME TAX

ALLYEAR
INCOME TAX

Professional Tax Return
Preparation
10% DISCOUNT FOR

NEW CLIENTS
5967 W. Third St. Suite #201
Los Angeles, CA 90036
Phone (323)937-3848
FAX (323)937-9970

Across street from Park Labrea
email:allyearservices@yahoo.com

ACCOUNTANT

WANTED

FULL SERVICE
ACCOUNTING
payroll tax returns,
income tax,
general ledger
reconciliation
Bookkeeping
assistance.

Call Karen (323)933-5518

Special
30th Anniversary Issue
of the Beverly Press!

The Park Labrea News has been publishing for 74 years,
however, the Beverly Press
was started in 1990.
A special issue commemorating the past
30 years will publish on February 6, 2020.
A few guest columnists will be contributing
to this issue and
letters to the editor
are highly encouraged!

For more information email
karen@beverly press.com
or call (323)933-5518
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COOPER K-9
DOG WALKER

* Leash Manner Training
* Socialization, Structure,
Exercise
* Insured, Certified
AKC Good Citizen Trainer
323.393.5238
latty@cooperk-9.com

Google: Latty Cooper
as seen on YouTube!

NOW DELIVERING
TO 90035!
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4 GREEN MAYA
" COFFEE ROASTERS

STALL 614 - Next to Kiehl's

Green Maya sources only the finest organic
single-origin coffee beans, guaranteed to

elevate your cup to a new level!
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80z BAG OF . "\p
COFFEE 2z
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when you spend $30 or more .

s

An 311 value! *Offer expires 2/29/20. e -
Limit one per purchase with mention of thisad. *

4

6333 W.THIRD ST. - LOS ANGELES - 323.933.9211
FARMERSMARKETLA.COM - Ei ) * wil @FARMERSMARKETLA

90 MINUTES FREE PARKING IN FARMERS MARKET LOTS WITH PURCHASE VALIDATION
FROM GREEN MAYA COFFEE ROASTERS.



https://www.farmersmarketla.com
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