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Hier calls for FBI
task force after
December incidents

BY CAMERON KISZLA

In a press conference at the
Museum of Tolerance on Dec. 30,
Rabbi Marvin Hier, founder, CEO
and president of the Simon
Wiesenthal Center, which oper-
ates the museum, decried a recent
rise of anti-Semitism in the United
States and Europe.

In the United States, Hier said,
there were more than 10 anti-
Semitic attacks in December
alone.

Locally, the most prominent
incident was the vandalism at the
Nessah Synagogue in Beverly
Hills, where on Dec. 14, religious
relics, furniture and worship mate-
rials were knocked over and dam-
aged. The Beverly Hills Police
Department  arrested  Anton
Nathaniel Redding on Dec. 18 in
connection with the vandalism.

Other incidents have been more

Rabbi denounces antl-Semitic attacks

Rabbi Marvin Hier of the Simon Wiesenthal Center wants President
Donald Trump to authorize an FBI task force devoted to anti-Semitism.
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violent, such as the recent stab-
bing of five people in Monsey,
New York, at the home of a rabbi
on Dec. 28, the seventh night of
Hanukkah.

[The] horrific attack at a
rabbi s home in Monsey, New

York, was the latest in a string of
anti-Semitic attacks in New York
and New Jersey that should shake
all of us to our core, U.S. Sen.
Dianne Feinstein (D-Calif.) said in

See American page 25

Foundation nets $4.5M for monument

West Hollywood
AIDS memorial
could break ground
next year

BY MORGAN KEITH

In early December, the
Foundation for The AIDS
Monument announced that it has
received more than $4.5 million
from individuals and philan-
thropies.

Donations will fund the construc-
tion of Stories: The AIDS
Monument in the southeast corner
of West Hollywood Park as part of
the park s renovations. The monu-
ment will be located on a space
donated by the city north of the
West Hollywood Library and
across from the Pacific Design
Center, said John Gile, the founda-
tion s fundraising campaign consul-
tant.

The three parts of the [monu-
ment s] design pay honor to all the
lives lost in West Hollywood and
the caregivers who fought the good
fight, Gile said.

Awustralian artist Daniel Tobin s
monument design was selected by
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A rendering depicts the AIDS Monument that will be constructed on a
donated space in West Hollywood Park.

the foundation s board of directors
and the West Hollywood Arts and
Cultural Affairs Commission.

The tentative design will incor-
porate interactive technology to
honor, memorialize and educate
visitors about HIV/AIDS, said
Tony Valenzuela, the foundation s
executive director.

The monument is important
because, first and foremost, the
AIDS epidemic is not over,
Valenzuela said.

At various locations throughout
the monument site, narrative tablets
will present the history of the epi-

demic in West Hollywood as well
as a number of quotes from authors
and activists that died from AIDS.
Additionally, the tablets will bring
attention to survivors and the con-
tinuing epidemic.

There s a lot to be proud of, and
we want to make sure this history is
not forgotten, Valenzuela said.

The monument will be the sec-
ond West Hollywood memorial in
remembrance of those who lost
their lives to AIDS. The West
Hollywood Memorial Walk on

See West page 26

Koretz announces bid
for L.A. City Controller

City Councilman plans to run in 2022 election

BY EDWIN FOLVEN

Los Angeles City Councilman
Paul Koretz, 5th District, has
announced his candidacy for city
controller in 2022, and although the
election is two years away, the
councilman has amassed a list of
many leaders pledging their sup-
port.

Koretz said he is making the
announcement early because he
wants to be the consensus candi-
date for the position. He has repre-
sented the 5th District on the Los
Angeles City Council since 2009,
having been reelected in 2013 and
2017. Koretz will be termed out as
councilman in 2022.

| have always been passionate
about government efficiency so we
can avoid waste and use city funds
exclusively to improve the service
city government provides for our
residents, Koretz said. Thats

-
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City Councilman Paul Koretz

why | am running for city con-
troller.

The legislator said the controller s
office will give him a new platform
to address important issues, includ-
ing fiscal responsibility.

I have spent a lot of time on the

See Councilman page 26

Metro given go-ahead for
holiday work in Beverly Hills

Purple Line
construction can
continue on MLK,
Presidents Days
BY MORGAN KEITH

On Dec. 17, the Beverly Hills
City Council  unanimously
approved the Los Angeles
Metropolitan ~ Transportation
Authority s request to work at the
Purple Line Extension s
Wilshire/La Cienega Station on
Martin Luther King Jr. Day and

Presidents Day.

Metro and its contractor,
Skanska Traylor Shea, will be
allowed to work in the yards and
underground on Jan. 20 and Feb.
17, with no work scheduled in the
public right-of-way. Gale Drive s
daily closure will only be imple-
mented for deliveries between 6
a.m. and 4 p.m.

Originally, the Memorandum
of Agreement agreed upon by
Metro and the City Council in
2017 scheduled construction to

See Neighbors page 26

photo by Cameron Kiszla
Metro Purple Line construction in Beverly Hills has impacted
Wilshire Boulevard.
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6427 Moryiond Drive | Multiple Offers Over List
JUST SOLD in BEVERLY GROVE

4BED 1 I BATH | 2,651 3F | 83,218,000

Allison L. Schwarz
Broker - Attomey
310.433.0056
ollison@acisestates.com
alsestates.com

PRE 01878458

Allison really knows the murket and did a great job for me. She guided me through
every step ol the sale process and kept me fully informed. It's rare o lind somcone
who i truly "on top of it” the way that Allison is

Recent Zillow Review
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Book sale

Book lovers can find rarities and bar-
gains at the John C. Fremont Library s
book sale on Friday, Jan. 3, from noon
to 4 p.m., and Saturday, Jan. 4, from
noon to 5 p.m. CDs, DVDs, audiobooks
and videos will be offered. 6121
Melrose Ave. (323)962-3521.

Greta Gerwig
double feature

Join American Cinematheque for a
double feature screening of Little
Women and Lady Bird on Friday,
Jan. 3, at 7:30 p.m. at the Egyptian
Theatre. Writer and director Greta
Gerwig s version of Little Women
draws on the classic novel and writings
of Louisa May Alcott and unfolds as the
author s alter ego, Jo March, reflects
back and forth on her fictional life.
Lady Bird is Gerwigs directorial
debut exploring the turbulent bond
between a mother and her teenage
daughter. The event includes a discus-
sion between films with Gerwig and
actress Saoirse Ronan. Tickets are $15.
6712 Hollywood Blvd. americancine-
matheque.com.

Mehta s Mahler

Conductor Zubin Mehta leads the LA
Phil in a series of performances titled
Mehta s Mahler
running from
Friday, Jan. 3,
through  Sunday,
Jan. 5, in the Walt
Disney Concert
Hall. The concerts
also feature sopra-
no Chen Reis,
mezzo-soprano
Mihoko Fujimura and the Los Angeles
Master Chorale, led by artistic director
Grant Gershon. Mahler s Symphony
No. 2, Resurrection will be per-
formed. Showtimes are 8 p.m., Jan. 3-4;
2 p.m., Jan. 5. Tickets start at $20. 111

S. Grand Ave. laphil.com.

Legal clinic

\Volunteer attorneys from the Beverly
Hills Bar Association Barristers will
answer legal questions during a free
clinic on Saturday, Jan. 4, from 10 to
11:30 a.m. in the EIm Room at Roxbury
Park in Beverly Hills. Small claims,

photo courtesy of the Grammy Museum

The Grammy Museum will welcome multi-platinum-selling singer and songwriter
Stephen Bishop for an intimate conversation and performance on Wednesday, Jan.
8, at 7:30 p.m. Hosted by Scott Goldman, the event will include performances of

some of Bishop s timeless hits including On and On,
It Might Be You and the Oscar-nominated Separate Lives.
known for appearances in films such as Kentucky Fried Movie,

Save it for a Rainy Day,
Bishop is also
The Blues

Brothers, Twilight Zone: The Movie and National Lampoon s Animal House.
Tickets are $25. 800 W. Olympic Blvd. grammymuseum.org.

wills and trusts, business disputes, con-
sumer law and landlord-tenant law will
be discussed. 471 S. Roxbury Drive.
(310)601-2422, bhba.org.

Autry guided tours

Join guided tours of the Autry Museum
of the American West on Saturday, Jan.
4, and Sunday, Jan. 5, at 11 a.m., 1 and
3 p.m. Participants can explore the
museum s popular exhibitions with
guides who provide deeper insight and
context to the displays. Event is free
with $14 museum admission. 4800
Western Heritage Way. (323)667-2000,
theautry.org.

The Summit
at the Improv

Enjoy The Summit at the Improv, an
evening of side-splitting comedy on
Saturday, Jan. 4, at 5 p.m. at the

Hollywood Improv. The evening
includes actors and comedians Darrell
Hammond and Louie Sabatasso, cultur-
al strategist Bridget Phetasy, political
strategist Aaron Lyles and fact-checker
Dustin David. General admission is
$15. 8162 Melrose Ave. improv.com.

Musket and
the Rat

Arena Stage Hollywood presents the
world premiere of the new play
Musket and the Rat running from
Saturday, Jan. 4, through Saturday, Jan.
15. The play follows Musket Cherry, a
young woman who lives in a gritty
ungentrified neighborhood in Chicago.
Her mother is an alcoholic and her
anchors are her beloved brother Weso,
her best friend Gay Stevie and her
boyfriend Billy. Times are tough, and
Musket supports her family by selling
heroin. After Weso is arrested and killed

in jail and Billy is robbed, Musket
decides to arm herself. Will she prevail
over the forces against her? Showtimes
are 8 p.m., Thursday through Saturday;
7 p.m. on Jan. 5. Tickets are $30. 1625
N. Las Palmas Ave. (800)838-3006,
brownpapertickets.com/event/4423684.

Photo exhibit

Fifteen Southern California photo-
graphic artists share their uniquely per-
sonal bodies of work in the exhibition
Project XV: New Perspectives on
Photography, running from Saturday,
Jan. 4, through Sunday, Feb. 2, at the
Los Angeles Center of Photography.
The artists include Andy House, Beth
Dubber, Carissa Dorson, Elisa Haber,
Ellen Friedlander, Hilary White, Julia
Bennett, Kristina Shires, Krysia
Lukkason, Mara Zaslove, Michael
Hacker, Michelle Elkins, Sharon
Johnson-Tennant, Wayne Swanson and
Yulia Tregub Morris. The exhibit
explores the essence of being human,
examining issues of family and rela-
tionships, aging, creativity, the impor-
tance of place and new perspectives on
the California landscape. 5566 W.
Washington Blvd. lacphoto.org.

Holocaust
survivor talk

The Los Angeles Museum of the
Holocaust will host a Holocaust sur-
vivor talk on Sunday, Jan. 5, from 3 to
4 p.m. The event includes survivors
speaking about the experiences during
World war I1. A Q&A session will fol-
low the discussion. 100 S. The Grove
Dr. (323)651-3704, lamoth.org.

Art of China

Los Angeles County Museum of Art pre-
sents a discussion titled In
Conversation: Stephen Little and Gu
Wenda on Sunday, Jan. 5, from 5:30 to
6:30 p.m. in BCAM, Level 1. In conjunc-
tion with the closing of the exhibition
The Allure of Matter: Material Art from
China, Stephen Little, the Florence and
Harry Sloan curator of Chinese art and
head of the museums Department of
Chinese, Korean and South and
Southeast Asian Art, will speak with
internationally renowned artist \Wenda
about his work, United Nations:
American Code, featured in the exhibi-
tion. 5905 Wilshire Blvd. lacma.org.

LACMAs
Sundays Live

Classical music fans are invited to a per-
formance by the Thies-Micarelli-Byers
Trio on Sunday, Jan. 5, from 6 to 7 p.m.
at St. James in-the-City on Wilshire
Boulevard. The
performance  is
part of the Los
Angeles County
Museum of Arts
Sundays Live
chamber  music
series. Pianist
Robert Thies will
be joined by violinist Lucia Micarelli
and cellist Eric Byers. Admission is free.
3903 Wilshire Blvd. lacma.org.

Impro Theatre
Winterfest

Impro Theatre kicks off 2020 with
Winterfest, the fourth annual interna-
tional improv festival, running from
Monday, Jan. 6, through Sunday, Jan.
12, at Impro Studio in the Los Feliz
District. The live performance festival
showcases some of the best genre and
narrative improv talent from the United
States and abroad. It features 19 shows,
13 specialized improv workshops for all
ages and levels, and over 75 internation-
al performers. Highlights include per-
formances and workshops from
acclaimed improvisational companies
Det Andre Teatret from Oslo, Norway,
and Ratas de Dos Patas, a Latinx female
impro group from Chicago. Impro
Theatre s Main Company will also per-
form its rarely-seen show Dorothy
Parker UnScripted. Performances start
at $10; workshops start at $50. 1727 N.
Vermont Ave., #208. (323)401-6162,
improtheatre.com/winterfest.

Beverly Hills
Chamber

Join the Beverly Hills Chamber of
Commerce for a Get to Know Your
Chamber event on Tuesday, Jan. 7,
from 8 to 9:30 a.m. Prospective mem-
bers can meet chamber members and
staff and learn about the benefits of
membership. Breakfast will be provid-
ed by Mickey Fine Pharmacy & Girill.
Admission is free. 9400 S. Santa
Monica Blvd., Second Floor. (310)248-
1000, beverlyhillschamber.com.
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New year brings new Iaws In California

BY MORGAN KEITH

The California State Legislature
passed legislation throughout 2019
addressing an array of issues. From
protecting vulnerable populations,
like the elderly, to safeguarding
voter data, the following bills went
into effect on Jan. 1.

Assembly Bill 5 was authored by
Assemblywoman Lorena Gonzalez
(D-San Diego) to limit employers
from classifying workers as inde-
pendent contractors rather than
employees.

The bill is designed to regulate
companies that hire contract
workers in large numbers, such as
ride-hailing companies like Uber
and Lyft. Some exceptions were
made for certain professions,
including doctors, dentists and
lawyers.

Gov. Gavin Newsom signed the
bill in September. Since November,
separate lawsuits have been filed by
Uber and Postmates, truck drivers
and journalists against the legisla-
tion. Gonzalez has said she is open
to make changes to the bill in the
new year but does not want it
repealed.

In March, Gov. Gavin Newsom
signed Senate Bill 126, which
requires all schools that receive tax-
payer funding, including charter
schools and charter management
organizations, to adhere to the same
public records and open meeting
laws that apply to school districts.

Its common sense. Taxpayers,

parents and ultimately kids deserve
to know how schools are using their
tax dollars, Newsom said.

The bill requires charter schools
and their management to hold meet-
ings in specified locations and pro-
hibits the discussion of any items
regarding an activity of the school s
governing body that are unrelated
to the operation of the school.
These requirements are already in
place for public schools.

Another bill, signed by Newsom
in  October, seeks to protect
California s elderly. Sponsored by
state Sen. Hannah-Beth Jackson
(D-Santa Barbara), the legislation
adds to an executive order made by
Newsom in June to create a master
plan for aging to prepare the state
for  upcoming  demographic
changes.

The bill instructs the director of
the California Department of Aging
and the secretary of the California
Health and Human Services
Agency to coordinate on the devel-
opment and implementation of the
master plan and submit annual
updates.

By 2030, our older population
will nearly double in California,
bringing an increase of 4 million
people over the age of 65, Jackson
said. We owe it to them and all
Californians to ensure that our state
has thoughtfully prepared for this
demographic shift.

Other legislation passed in
November aimed to make the pre-
trial justice system more fair for the

accused between the time they are
charged with a crime and when they
are brought to trial.

Senate Bill 36 will establish
guidelines regarding the use of risk
assessment tools used to examine
the likelihood that a defendant will
fail to appear for a scheduled court
date or commit further criminal vio-
lations if released.

When it comes to the way we
handle the accused before trial,
California is simply failing. We can
do better, and we must do better,
said Senate Majority Leader Bob
Hertzberg (D-Van Nuys), who co-
authored the bill.

Prior to the bill s passage, there
were no minimum standards gov-
erning the effective use of risk
assessment tools and no safeguards
in place to ensure that they are
being used in a way that accurately
estimates risk while minimizing
bias.

Safeguards were also prioritized
during the 2019 legislative year in
election cybersecurity. Assembly
Bills 1043 and 1044, authored by
Assemblywoman Jacqui Irwin (D-
Thousand Oaks) and sponsored by
California Secretary of State Alex
Padilla, were signed by Newsom in
July.

AB 1043 permits political cam-
paigns expenditures of cybersecuri-
ty technology and services, and AB
1044 requires entities applying for
voter registration data to demon-
strate that they have completed a
specified course on data security.

photo by Dan Gold/courtesy of Unsplash

Drivers for ride-hailing companies like Uber and Lyft will be affected by

California s Assembly Bill 5.

As political campaigns and
organizations are increasingly tar-
gets of cyber threats, they too have
a role and responsibility in defend-
ing our democracy, Padilla said.

Prior to AB 1043 s passage,
applicants for voter data only had to
provide documentation of their
organizational affiliation, descrip-
tion of their plans for using the data
and a plan to securely store it.

Although it will not go into effect
until Jan. 1, 2023, Newsom signed
another education-related bill in
October allowing all student-ath-
letes enrolled in public and private
four-year colleges and universities
in California to earn money from
their name, image or likeness.

The Fair Pay to Play Act, spon-
sored by state Sens. Nancy Skinner
(D-Berkeley) and Steven Bradford
(D-Gardena), became the first of its
kind in the nation.

The bill will distribute financial
power to student-athletes, who are
currently barred by the National
Collegiate Athletic Association
from earning compensation from
their association with college
sports. Nationwide, colleges and
universities make $14 billion each
year from student athletics, and the
NCAA takes in $1 billion annually,
according to Newsom.

The California State Assembly
will reconvene on Jan. 6 to begin
the 2020 legislative year.

Road closures planned for Golden Globes

The 77th annual Golden Globe
Awards ceremony will take place at
the Beverly Hilton on Sunday, Jan.
5, and the Beverly Hills Police
Department is deploying additional
staff and security measures to
ensure a safe event.

Road closures will be set up on
Wilshire and Santa Monica boule-
vards, with access provided only to
local residents and to members of
the Los Angeles Country Club.
Alternate east-west routes include
South Santa Monica, Olympic, Pico
and Sunset boulevards.

Additionally, partial closures will
be established on residential streets
with access granted only to residents.

North Santa Monica Boulevard
westbound will be completely
closed from Wilshire Boulevard to
Century Park East from 9 p.m. on
Jan. 3 through 4 am. on Jan. 6.
Eastbound will be completely
closed from Century Park East to
Wilshire Blvd from 2 p.m. on Jan. 4
through 4 a.m. on Jan. 6. For an
alternate route, South Santa Monica
Boulevard will remain open in both
directions.

Westbound Wilshire Boulevard
will be completely closed at South
Santa Monica Boulevard from 6
a.m. on Jan. 5 to 4 a.m. on Jan. 6.
Eastbound will be closed on a lim-
ited basis at Beverly Glen
Boulevard, with local access only

for residents of the 10200 and
10300 blocks of  Wilshire
Boulevard and visitors to the Los
Angeles Country Club from 7 a.m.
on Jan. 5 to 4 am. on Jan. 6.
Wilshire Boulevard will be com-
pletely closed to all other through
traffic between the country club and
South Santa Monica Boulevard.
Alternate routes include South
Santa Monica, Sunset and Olympic
boulevards.

Whittier Driver will be closed on
a limited basis from Wilshire
Boulevard to Sunset Boulevard,
with local access for residents only
from 7 a.m. on Jan. 5 through 1 a.m.
on Jan. 6. Alternate routes include
all north-south streets east of
Bedford Drive.

Trenton Drive and all adjacent
alleyways will see a limited closure
from Wilshire Boulevard to Whittier
Drive, with local access for resi-
dents only from 7 a.m. on Jan. 5 to
1 am. on Jan. 6. As an alternate
route, residents can access Trenton
Drive from Elevado Avenue.

Northbound and southbound
Greenway Drive will be closed on a
limited basis from  Sunset
Boulevard to Whittier Drive with
local access for residents only from
7 a.m. on Jan. 5 through 1 a.m. on
Jan. 6. Westbound Greenway will
be closed on a limited basis at
Walden Drive with local access for

residents only from 7 a.m. on Jan. 5
through 1 a.m. on Jan. 6.

Westbound Carmelita, Elevado and
Lomitas avenues will be closed on a
limited basis at Walden Drive with
access for residents only from 7 am.
on Jan. 5 through 1 a.m. on Jan. 6.

In addition, parking will be com-
pletely prohibited from 6 a.m. to
midnight on Jan. 5 on Whittier
Drive from Wilshire Boulevard to
Sunset Boulevard and on
Greenway Drive from Sunset
Boulevard to Whittier Drive.

Parking will be restricted to resi-
dent vehicles with a permit or
exemption code from 6 a.m. to mid-
nighton Jan. 5 on Carmelita Avenue
from Wilshire Boulevard to Walden
Drive, Lomitas Avenue from
Whittier Drive to Walden Drive,
Elevado Avenue from Wilshire
Boulevard to Walden Drive,
Trenton Drive from Whittier Drive
to Wilshire Boulevard, and Walden
Drive from Santa Monica
Boulevard to Whittier Drive.

For residents without permit
parking, a parking exemption can
be obtained by contacting the city s
Parking Exemption Line at
(310)285-2548 or online at beverly-
hills.org/parkingexemptions.

For information, visit beverly-
hills.org/goldenglobes, or call the
Golden  Globes Hotline at
(310)550- 4680.

Beverly Hills celebrates
the festival of lights

Vince Bucci

photos *
On Dec. 23, Beverly Hills Mayor John Mirisch, Councilman Julian
Gold, Councilwoman Lili Bosse and Vice Mayor Lester Friedman
participated in the city s Menorah Lighting Celebration at City Hall.
Hannukah began on Dec. 22, 2019, and ended on Dec. 30.
Beverly Hills City Hall is located at 455 N. Rexford Drive. For
information, visit beverlyhills.org.
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Fire damages Hollywood
apartment on Christmas Eve

2
photo by Edwin Folven

Firefighters extinguished a blaze on the balcony of an apartment in
east Hollywood on Dec. 24, containing the flames to a single unit.
The Los Angeles Fire Department received a report at 8:30 p.m.
about a blaze at 1206 N. Kingsley Drive, just south of Fountain
Avenue. They arrived to find smoke and flames emanating from the
balcony of a two-story apartment building. Approximately 20 fire-
fighters extinguished the flames in 13 minutes. The fire damaged the
balcony and a portion of one unit, LAFD spokesman Brian
Humphrey said. No injuries were reported and no monetary estimate
of damage and loss was available. The cause remains under investi-

gation.

District attorney outlines recent
settlement with fashion retailer

Los Angeles County District
Attorney Jackie Lacey has
announced that Fashion Nova, Inc.,
an online retailer, has settled a
$1.75 million consumer protection
lawsuit alleging the company
failed to ship items in accordance
with California law and properly
notify consumers of shipping
delays.

The civil complaint was filed
today in Alameda County Superior
Court by the District Attorneys of
Los Angeles, Alameda, Napa and
Sonoma counties. Alameda County
Superior Court Judge Tara
Desautels approved the settlement.

The complaint alleges that
Fashion Nova repeatedly violated
state laws by failing to ship items to
California consumers within 30
days of their orders, until at least
April 2018, and did not provide
adequate shipping delay notices.
The complaint also alleges that
Fashion Nova failed to adequately
disclose its return policy on its
website.

California law requires online

orders to be shipped within 30 days
in most cases. If a company fails to
do so, consumers must either be
given a refund or receive a written
notice about the delay. The content
of the notices is regulated by statute
and must include the expected
duration of the delay and an offer
for a refund upon request.

Fashion Nova is a retailer that
operates in the fast fashion
industry, meaning it sells clothing
that moves rapidly from fashion
shows or popular culture to mass
production and retail sales. A
majority of Fashion Novas sales
take place online through its web-
site.

Under the terms of the settle-
ment, Fashion Nova has agreed to
pay $250,000 in restitution to its
customers and $1.5 million in
costs, penalties and other remedial
payments to the government. The
company has also have agreed to
make changes to its business prac-
tices. Fashion Nova cooperated
fully in the investigation and did
not admit wrongdoing, Lacey said.

Former NBA player pleads
no contest to felony battery

Former National Basketball
Association player Ronald Glen
Davis pleaded no contest on Dec. 12
to assaulting a man outside a West
Hollywood nightclub last year, the
Los Angeles County District
Attorney s Office announced.

Davis, 33, of Tarzana, entered his
plea to one felony count of battery
with serious bodily injury. On April
8, 2018, Davis threw a victim into a
wall during an altercation outside of
a club in the 600 block of Robertson
Boulevard, prosecutors said.

As part of a plea agreement,
Davis is required to complete 320
hours of community service over
the next year. He also paid
$104,479 in restitution.

If Davis completes the communi-
ty service and does not break any
other laws, the battery count will be
reduced to a misdemeanor when he
is scheduled to be sentenced on
Dec. 15, 2020. The case was inves-
tigated by the Los Angeles County
Sheriff s Departments  West
Hollywood Station.

Authorities
search for
missing man
who frequented
the WeHo area

The Los Angeles County
Sheriff s Departments Missing
Person s Unit is seeking the pub-
lics help in finding a man who
went missing in September and was
known to frequent the West
Hollywood area.

Investigators hope a tip will lead
them to David William Ottenhouse,
52, who was last seen on Sept. 4 at
approximately 1 p.m. It was not
disclosed where Ottenhouse was
last seen; authorities described him
as a transient. He has not been in
contact with his family, which is
working with sheriff s investigators
to find him.

Ottenhouse is white, approxi-
mately 5 feet 9 inches tall and 155
pounds. He has green eyes and
brown hair.

Anyone with information is
urged to call (323)890-5500.

photo courtesy of the LASD
David William Ottenhouse has
been missing since Sept. 4.

Blaze scorches single unit on
Barton Avenue in Hollywooc

photo by Edwin Folven
A fire erupted on Dec. 26 in a second-story unit of an apartment
building at 5933 Barton Ave., between Vine and Gower streets in
Hollywood. The blaze was reported shortly after noon and crews from
Los Angeles Fire Department Station 27 arrived within minutes.
Residents were evacuated while firefighters contained the flames to a
single unit. The blaze was extinguished at approximately 12:18 p.m.
One patient suffering from smoke inhalation was transported to a hos-
pital for treatment. There was no information about the individual s
age, gender or condition, LAFD spokeswoman Margaret Stewart said.
The fire only affected the one unit and the rest of the apartments
remained habitable. The cause is under investigation and there was
not estimate of damage or loss available.
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Season's Creetings

Starting in 2020
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dled Next stop: more subway.
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Beverly Milly Update

Enjoy the holiday festivities in the City of Beverly Hills this seasen
Canstruction in the streets and within the public right-of-way
for the Wilshire/Rodeo Station i3 taking a break through New Year's Day

Piling actvities to create the supports for the Wilshire/Rodeo Station
box will continue after New Year's Day. Work will take place bahind
K-rail on the nacth side of Wilshire Bl between Crescent Dr and Beverly Dt

*Coastruction is dynamic and is subject to change

CONTACT US

[[q 213.922.6914
putplelineers @ metro net
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New WeHo middle school p

New school won t
open in time for
upcoming school year

BY CAMERON KISZLA

Last month, Cheryl Hildreth,
superintendent of the Los Angeles
Unified School Districts Local
District West, announced in an
email that plans for the West
Hollywood-Fairfax Academy have
been delayed again.

In November, school district offi-
cials said a Board of Education vote
that had been scheduled for Dec. 3
would be held in 2020. Now, that
vote has been postponed indefinite-
ly, meaning the proposed new mid-
dle school will not open in time for
the beginning of the 2020-21 school
year as officials had hoped,
Hildreth said.

Over the next few months, we
will be engaging all stakeholders in
the discussion about strong middle
school options, including existing
schools and the potential location of
a new program. This engagement
will ensure that all factors  most
importantly, our mission to serve
the diverse needs of all students
are carefully considered before pre-
senting anything to the Board of
Education, Hildreth said.

The plan for the WHFA  which
was expected to enroll 125 sixth-
graders this year and eventually
instruct 360 middle-schoolers
encountered pushback from some
stakeholders in the area, including
parents at Laurel Span School,
which was a one-time potential site

US

On Nov. 22, dozens of protestors
new middle school on the campus

hed back again
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photo by Cameron Kiszla

pushed back against a plan to put a
of Fairfax High School.

for the new middle school.

Some Laurel community mem-
bers were worried that a new mid-
dle school program on the same
campus would negatively impact
the school s change to the Laurel
Cinematic Arts and Creative
Technologies Magnet, which will
begin operating in the 2020-21
school year.

The WHFA also was opposed by
some parents and supporters of two
programs on the Fairfax High
School campus  the Fairfax Police
Academy Magnet and the Career
and Transition Center  both of
which were expected to be relocat-
ed to accommodate the new middle
school. The police magnet was
going to be relocated to another
facility on campus, but the CTC
was expected to be moved else-

where within the school district.
CTC teacher Royce Viso said the
program was notified of the delayed
vote on the middle school near the
end of the day on the last day of
classes before the holiday break.
Viso said he was happy the CTC
wouldn t be moved to make space
for another program without a new
home that was as good or better
than the current site, as the school
district officials had promised.

As a teacher in the position I m
in, | just like that our program is
also given some priority. | want to
feel that we re not being moved
around to make space for others
I would like them to work to find a
place that is an improvement for us,
then they can do with the space

See School page 25

Los Angeles LGBT Center to
open new facility on Jan. 11

On the heels of its 50th
anniversary, the Los Angeles
LGBT Center will open its
newest facility in the Leimert
Park neighborhood of south Los
Angeles on Saturday, Jan. 11,
from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.

The 5,500-square-foot com-
munity space, to be known as
Center South, is located at 2313
W. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd.
and will include HIV testing,
access to PrEP and PEP services,
housing case management, men-
tal health services, a computer
lab, drop-in safe space and more.

With grant support from Los
Angeles County, Center South
earmarks the first expansion into
the south Los Angeles neighbor-
hood and long-term commitment
to care for LGBT people living
throughout the city. Additionally,
Center South is made possible by
four local organizations
Bienestar Human  Services,
Black AIDS Institute, Children s
Hospital Los Angeles, and the
Wall Las Memorias Project that
have joined forces with the center
to address the societal and health
needs of LGBT people of color
living in south Los Angeles.

Thanks to our coalition of
four partners and Los Angeles
County, Center South will be a
welcoming space for those who
seek essential services and com-
passionate care so that they may

thrive as healthy, equal and com-
plete members of society, Los
Angeles LGBT Center CEO
Lorri L. Jean said. As part of the
south Los Angeles community,
we will be able to expand on our
50-year-plus history of caring for
the LGBT community through-
out Los Angeles.

All of Center Souths pro-
grams and services will be pro-
vided for free or at low cost to
everyone, with a focus on serving
the needs of young gay and
bisexual men of color ages 12 to
29. According to the 2017 Los
Angeles County Annual HIV
Surveillance Report, south Los
Angeles had the second highest
rate of HIV diagnoses in the
county. The rate continues to rise
among young black and Latino
gay and bisexual men.

Scheduled to speak at the cere-
mony alongside Jean is Los
Angeles County Department of
Public Health Director
Division of HIV and STD
Programs Mario J. P@rez. More
speakers will be announced soon.

Following the ceremony, the
community is invited to take self-
guided tours of Center South and
participate in the daylong cele-
bration which will include food,
giveaways, a resource fair and
entertainment. The event is free.

For information or to RSVP,
visit lalgbtcenter.org/centersouth.
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CITY OF BEVERLY HILLS GOLDEN GLOBE
STREET CLOSURES (JANUARY 35, 2020)
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