
With 12 stories comprising 119
deluxe rooms and 51 suites,
Waldorf Astoria Beverly Hills
opens its doors to guests today at
9850 Wilshire Blvd. The hotel had
been in the works since receiving
approval from the city in 2008.
Beverly Hills Mayor Lili Bosse

said the luxury hotel is “a gem”
for the community, and will soon
be “one of the premier hotels of
the world.”
“I think they spared no expenses

in terms of elegance, yet it’s a

warm inviting location,” she said.
One of the hotel’s notable fea-

tures is a restaurant partnership
with Jean-Georges, led by
Michelin-star rated chef Jean-
Georges Vongerichten. The hotel
will also include a spa operated by
luxury Swiss beauty company La
Prairie. Floor-to-ceiling windows
in all 170 rooms offer views from
the Hollywood Hills to Santa
Monica.
Renowned interior designer

Pierre-Yves Rochon said in the
months leading up to the June 1

Hundreds of Angelenos gath-
ered at Friendship Hall in Los
Feliz on Monday for a town hall
meeting with Congressman Adam
Schiff, who spoke about the inves-
tigation launched more than two
months ago into Russian interfer-
ence in the 2016 election.
As the ranking member of the

House of Representatives’
Permanent Select Committee on
Intelligence, Schiff has become a
major player in the drama that has
unfolded in the aftermath of
President Donald J. Trump’s vic-
tory in November. And as a leader
of the Democratic Party, Schiff
has also taken an active role in
checking the president, often cor-
recting Trump on Twitter or criti-
cizing his policies on national
television.
“[Schiff] has been my personal

hero,” said City Councilman
David Ryu, 4th District. “He has

been the steady hand amongst all
the chaos and turmoil and name
calling and the reality TV that
unfortunately is the news today.
… He exudes what a public ser-
vant should be.”
Schiff discussed the Russian

hacking and leaking of emails of

former Secretary of State Hillary
Clinton and her staff. He said for-
eign countries have attempted to
hack elections and candidates
before, but this instance was dif-
ferent because it was “in a sense,

Over the course of six years, a
bridge connecting Griffith Park
with Atwater Village evolved
from a less-than-$5-million, most-
ly privately funded endeavor into
a $16.15 million project financed
largely by the public.
The Los Angeles City Council

unanimously voted last Friday to
move forward with the North
Atwater Multimodal Bridge,
which would serve pedestrians,
equestrians and bicyclists. Public
funds will cover approximately
three-quarters of the bridge.
The bridge was originally going

to be a gift from real estate
investor Morton La Kretz, and the
project was to be completed by
River L.A., then known as the Los
Angeles River Revitalization
Corporation. Then-Councilmen
Tom LaBonge, 4th District, and
Eric Garcetti, 13th District, pre-
sented a motion in 2011 to accept
the bridge “as a gift to the city,
named after the donor or

whomever the donor designates.”
“Upon receipt, the city of Los

Angeles will own, operate and
maintain the bridge in perpetuity,”
the motion stated. 
Now, La Kretz’s contributions

will account for just $3.89 million

of the more than $16 million total
budget. (Another $861,397 has
been spent in due diligence, per-
mitting and design costs.)
Ten years of maintenance for

the cable-stayed bridge will run an

June 1 marks the beginning of
LGBTQ Heritage Month in Los
Angeles. On Wednesday, City
Hall was filled with people cele-
brating the kickoff events, and
the announcement of new LAPD
initiatives to keep people safe.
The Safe Place initiative is

modeled after a Seattle program,

which involves collaboration
between police and local busi-
ness owners. The program is free
and voluntary for businesses that
agree to post signage in their
storefront windows to acknowl-
edge their participation in the
program. The sign will signal the
location as a safe-haven for the
lesbian, gay, bisexual and trans-
gender community, or for any-
one who might be seeking refuge
from a hate crime or incident.
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n Hundreds fill Friendship
Hall to hear Schiff speak

photo by Gregory Cornfield 
Congressman Schiff discussed his role in the Congressional investiga-
tion into interference of the 2016 election. 

n LAPD launches
Safe Place initiative

n Originally slated as
private gift, budget is
now mainly public funds

photo by Edwin Folven 
Former Councilmen Tom LaBonge, 4th District, and Eric Garcetti, 13th
District, presented a motion in 2011 to accept a bridge “as a gift to the
city, named after the donor or whomever the donor designates.”

Ends meet to create bridge to Griffith Park

Congressman talks Trump, Russia at town hallPride, not prejudice, in
L.A.’s LGBTQ Month

See Waldorf Astoria page 25

photo by Luke Harold 
The new Waldorf Astoria at the corner of Wilshire and Santa Monica
Boulevards is the newest landmark hotel in Beverly Hills.

New kid on the boulevard: Waldorf
Astoria opens in Beverly Hills

See Los Angeles page 25

See Schiff page 26

See bridging page 25

http://www.alsestates.com


French Theater
Fans of French theater won’t want to
miss performances of “Épisode de la
vie d’unAuteur” (“Episode in the Life
of an Author”), a comedy by play-
wright Jean Anouilh, on Thursday,
June 1 and Friday, June 2 at 7:30
p.m. in Théâtre Raymond Kabbaz.
Pierre Leloup directs the production
focusing on an author confronted by
suspicions of his wife’s infidelity, a
Romanian journalist, a plumber, tele-
phone interruptions, his mother, an
old army pal, a housing inspector and
a lovesick, suicidal friend. Adult tick-
ets are $15; $10 for students. 10361
W. Pico Blvd. (310)286-0553, theatr-
eraymondkabbaz.com.

Book Sale
Book lovers can find rarities and bar-
gains at the John C. Fremont Library’s
book sale on Friday, June 2 from
noon to 4 p.m., and Saturday, June 3
from noon to 5 p.m. CDs, DVDs,
audio books and videos will also be
offered. 6121 Melrose Ave. (323)962-
3521.

Cultural Identity Play
Supersonix Media presents Guillermo
Reyes’ play “Men on the Verge of a
His-Panic Breakdown” running from
Friday, June 2 through Sunday,
June 15 at West Hollywood’s Macha
Theater. Armando
Rey stars in the
play, which is a
series of mono-
logues that chron-
icles the lives of
Latino immigrants
dealing with tran-
scultural shock,
race and gender identity. Showtimes
are 8 p.m., Friday; 3 and 8 p.m.,
Saturday; and 3 p.m., Sunday.
General admission is $25. 1107 N.
Kings Road. teatrodelasamericas.org.

All Space Considered
Astronomy fans are invited to join
Griffith Observatory’s curatorial staff
for “All Space Considered” on
Friday, June 2 from 7:30 to 9:30 p.m.
in the Griffith Observatory’s Leonard
Nimoy Event Horizon theater.
NASA’s Dr. Marc Rayman returns for
a discussion on the results of the

Dawn Mission, which orbited the two
most massive bodies in the main aster-
oid belt between Mars and Jupiter.
2800 East Observatory Road. friend-
softheobservatory.com and griffithob-
servatory.org.

Elevator
Michael Leoni’s play “Elevator” has
been extended at the Coast Playhouse
in West Hollywood from Friday,
June 2 through Sunday, July 30. The
play focuses on seven strangers in an

elevator that stops. Forced together,
it’s only a matter of time before they
show their real selves. Showtimes are
8 p.m., Friday and Saturday; 3 p.m.,
Sunday. Tickets are $40. 8325 Santa
Monica Blvd. (323)960-7787,
plays411.com/elevator.

Legal Clinic
Volunteer attorneys from the Beverly
Hills Bar Association Barristers will
answer legal questions during a free
clinic on Saturday, June 3 from 10

a.m. to noon in the Elm Room at
Roxbury Park in Beverly Hills. Small
claims, wills and trusts, business dis-
putes, consumer law and landlord-ten-
ant law will be discussed. 471 S.
Roxbury Dr. (310)601-2422,
bhba.org.

L.A. Artwork
Brainworks Gallery is holding “Buzz,
Pop, Color, Los Angeles,” an exhibit
running from Saturday, June 3
through Saturday, June 24. The
exhibit includes paintings, collage and
sculpture by Rochelle Botello, Adah
Glenn, Christopher Kuhn, Katya
Marshall, Megan St. Clair and Stacy
Wendt. An opening reception is on
June 3 from 5 to 8 p.m. 5364 W. Pico
Blvd. brainworksgallery.com.

VOX Femina
The women’s choral ensemble VOX
Femina Los Angeles presents
“Women on the Rise: WeHo,” a free
community concert featuring reper-
toire from the final subscription con-
cert of the group’s 20th anniversary
season, on Sunday, June 4 at 3 p.m.
at Congregation Kol Ami. The concert
includes a new commission, “Flight,”
by Jocelyn Hagen; “I Have a Voice,”
by Moira Smiley; and a 2016 VOX
commission, “Rise Up,” a piece by
Jake Runestad. Three high school par-
ticipants in VOX’s inaugural Choral
Scholar program will also perform.
Suggested donation $10. 1200 N. La
Brea Ave. voxfemina.org/tickets.

Japanese
Instruments 
Families are invited to a “Bamboo
Musical Instru-
m e n t - M a k i n g
Workshop for
Kids” hosted by
Japan Foundation,
Los Angeles on
Sunday, June 4
from 3 to 5 p.m. at
the Echo Park
Film Center. Join John Kaizan

Neptune, from Japan, who will present
the workshop. Participants will also
learn to play the instruments. Fee is
$10; workshop is intended for children
10-16. 1200 N. Alvarado St. jflalc.org.

Le Salon De
Musiques
Le Salon De Musiques invites guests
to “Romantic Heroes,” a musical per-
formance on Sunday, June 4 at 4 p.m.
in the Dorothy Chandler Pavilion. The
performance celebrates the music of
German composers Strauss,
Mendelssohn and Scharwenka.
Audience members will enjoy French
champagne and a buffet. General
admission is $85; $45 for students.
135 N. Grand Ave. (310)498-0257,
lesalondemusiques.com.

Prince Photos
Fans of Prince won’t want to miss an
exhibit of photography by Robert
Whitman on display from
W e d n e s d a y ,
June 7 through
Saturday, June
24 at Mr.
Musichead Ga-
llery. The pho-
tographs were
taken during
three sessions
with Prince in 1977. They were the
first photos of Prince taken by a pro-
fessional photographer and mark an
instrumental moment in the artist’s
career. A cocktail reception with
Whitman is on June 7 from 7 to 10
p.m. Tickets are $20. 7420 W. Sunset
Blvd. (323)876-0042, mrmusic-
head.com.

Sylvia Brooks
Jazz vocalist Sylvia Brooks performs
on Wednesday, June 7 at 8:30 p.m. at
the Catalina Jazz Club in Hollywood.
Brooks will debut songs from her
third CD, “The Arrangement,” an inti-
mate collaboration with Los Angeles
arrangers. Tickets are $20. 6725 W.
Sunset Blvd. catalinajazzclub.com.
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photo by Ian Flanders
Fans of Shakespeare are invited to productions of “The Merchant of
Venice” and “A Midsummer Night’s Dream” running from Saturday,
June 3 through Sunday, Oct. 1 at Will Geer’s Theatricum Botanicum.
Alan Blumenfeld (pictured) stars as Shylock in “The Merchant of
Venice,” Shakespeare’s comic tragedy, which starts on June 3 at 7:30
p.m. The production also features Sheridan Crist, Colin Simon, Willow
Geer and Maia Luer. “A Midsummer Night’s Dream” opens on June 4 at
3:30 p.m. and stars Lily Bleu Andrew as Puck, Christine Breihan as
Quince, Rosemary Brownlow as Helena and Kaitlyn Fae as Hermia.
Adult admission stars at $25. Showtimes vary, see complete schedule.
1419 N. Topanga Canyon Blvd. (310)455-3723, theatricum.com
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According to the Los Angeles
Homeless Services Authority
(LAHSA) annual point-in-time
homeless count, homelessness in
the city of Los Angeles increased
by 20 percent to 34,189 people
over the past year.
“[The results are] a stark

reminder that we continue to face
a growing crisis in Los Angeles,”
said Mayor Eric Garcetti. “While
the passage of Measures H and
HHH are welcome developments
that will help ease our region’s fis-
cal burden, we cannot afford to be
complacent about the challenge of
healing and rehabilitating the tens
of thousands of children, veterans
and families that find themselves
living at the margins in our city.”
In November, voters passed two

homelessness initiatives to help
combat the crisis: Measure H will
pay for services that are expected
to help lift 45,000 people out of
homelessness; Proposition HHH
is estimated to build up to 10,000
units of permanent supportive
housing over the next decade.
According to the data, there

were 8,952 sheltered homeless
persons and 25,237 unsheltered
homeless people counted. Of the
total, 23,139 were male, and
10,606 were female. The number
of homeless veterans increased 56
percent to 2,518 individuals. 
The point-in-time count was

conducted Jan. 24-26 and the
Youth Count Blitz Days occurred
Jan. 27-31. According to the data,
the number of homeless individu-
als under 18 years old also
increased 33 percent to 2,829, and
the number of individuals
between ages 18-24 increased 45
percent to 3,157 individuals. 
Los Angeles County Supervisor

Sheila Kuehl said the results make
“it very clear that our continuing
homeless crisis is being driven by
a housing crisis.”
“Even though the county found

housing for 14,000 people last
year, thus ending homelessness
for them, we just can’t keep up,”
she said. “Greater numbers of
Angelenos are falling into home-
lessness because they simply can-
not afford the soaring cost of rent-
ing.”
She said rents in the county

have increased 32 percent since
2000 while renters’ incomes have
remained flat. 
“80 percent of extremely low-

income households now pay more
than 50 percent of their income to
rent,” she continued. “Economists
suggest that in a stable housing
market that cost should not be
more than 33 percent. This means
that many residents of this county
are living on the edge, one small
stroke of bad luck away from los-
ing their homes, and more are
falling into homelessness than we
can house each month.”
She said increasing rents have

led to a significant shift in who
experiences homelessness. 
“We can agree that there are

men and women on the streets

who suffer from mental illness,
but those numbers have been
declining such that the root of our
homeless crisis now lies in an eco-
nomic imbalance linked to our
housing market,” she explained.
“But I am deeply concerned that,
over the next few years we will
continue to be overwhelmed by
people for whom rents are simply
unsustainable. These men, women
and families will continue to fall
into homelessness I want to chal-
lenge my colleagues at all levels
of government to squarely face
the realities of our housing mar-
ket. For far too long policymakers
nationally, in the state, and locally
have prioritized real estate profit
over a healthy housing market.
Weak housing and rent control
regulation combined with short-
sighted land use planning has
turned L.A. County into the most
unaffordable place to live in the
entire country.”
She added, “I need my con-

stituents to join with the county’s
efforts by supporting the siting of
affordable housing in their com-

munities, telling their state law-
makers that ‘Costa-Hawkins’ anti-
rent stabilization measures must
be eliminated, and opposing the
federal government’s draconian
cuts to housing and anti-poverty
programs. The news today is
deeply disturbing and it will take
all of us to reverse this trend.”
Councilman Mitch Englander,

12th District, said the city must
continue to take aggressive action
to engage people experiencing
homelessness in all areas of Los
Angeles.
LAHSA is a joint powers

authority of the city and county of
Los Angeles, created in 1993 to
address the problems of homeless-
ness. LAHSA is the lead agency in
the HUD-funded Los Angeles
Continuum of Care, and coordi-
nates and manages more than
$132 million annually in federal,
state, county and city funds for
programs providing shelter, hous-
ing and services to homeless per-
sons. 
For information visit lahsa.org.
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Homeless population jumps 20 percent in L.A.

photo by Gregory Cornfield 
Homeless individuals set up along Cahuenga Boulevard earlier this year. 
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The Los Angeles County District
Attorney’s Office is warning the
public about a scam involving
callers who claim to represent the
Social Security Administration,
Medicare, Medicaid or Medi-Cal
and offer call recipients free

devices such as medical alert
alarms, back support braces and
motorized scooters and chairs.
Known by law enforcement as

Free Medical Device Scams, the
caller commonly requests personal
information so the call recipients

can receive the free products. The
perpetrator often uses the personal
information to steal a victim’s iden-
tity. 
People are warned to never give

out personal information, credit
card information or bank account
information over the phone. 
For information, visit da.lacoun-

ty.gov.

Warning issued about medical scam

The Beverly Hills City Council
will consider a memorandum of
understanding (MOU) with the
Beverly Hills Police Management
Association (BHPMA) at the
Tuesday, June 13 City Council
Formal Session.
Approval of the MOU is subject

to ratification by members of the
BHPMA as well as adoption by the
City Council. The MOU is the

result of labor negotiations
between the city and representa-
tives of the employee group. The
proposed MOU covers salaries and
benefits for a three-year period
from Oct. 7, 2016 through Sept.
30, 2019. The Police Management
Association represents police cap-
tains and lieutenants.
The proposed MOU, an inde-

pendent fiscal analysis of the cost

of the MOU and a summary of sig-
nificant terms are posted on the
city’s website at
beverlyhills.org/mou.
There are nine represented

employee associations in Beverly
Hills. The city is currently in multi-
year agreements with the Police
Officers’ Association, Firefighters’
Association, and the six non-safety
employee associations.

Beverly Hills City Council to consider agreement 
with police management association

Detectives from the Los Angeles
Police Department’s Olympic
Division are searching for a suspect
wanted for a double shooting on
May 28 in Koreatown that left one
man dead.
Olympic Division officers were

near Fourth Street and Vermont
Avenue at approximately 8:15 p.m.
when they heard gunshots. Officers
searched the area and found a man
suffering from a gunshot wound in

the 400 block of Vermont Avenue.
Los Angeles Fire Department para-
medics took the victim to a hospital
where he later died from his
injuries.
Witnesses said the suspect drove

away from the scene southbound
on Vermont Avenue. Police later
found a second male victim suffer-
ing from a gunshot wound near the
initial crime scene. The second vic-
tim was taken to a hospital in stable

condition. Police surmise the inci-
dent was gang related.
The suspect was described as a

Hispanic man wearing a black T-
shirt and dark pants. He fled in a
newer-model white sedan.
Anyone with information is

urged to call investigators with the
LAPD’s West Bureau Homicide
Unit at (213)382-9470. During
weekends and off-hours, call the
LAPD’s hotline at (877)LAPD247.

Suspect sought in Koreatown double shooting

A fire that erupted last Friday
night damaged two units in a
Hollywood self-storage facility
located near Santa Monica
Boulevard and Highland Avenue.
The Los Angeles Fire

Department received an alarm at
approximately 10:10 p.m. Sixty
firefighters battled the blaze in
the five-story building at 6801
Santa Monica Blvd. Automatic
sprinklers helped contain the

blaze, but firefighters were still
challenged in reaching and enter-
ing the locked units, said LAFD
spokeswoman Margaret Stewart.
The flames were extinguished in
approximately 50 minutes.
Stewart said the fire was con-

tained to two interior storage
units but didn’t know where they
were located inside the building.
The damage was estimated at
$20,000. 
The cause is undetermined,

Stewart added.

Fire damages storage units 
at building in Hollywood

photo by Edwin Folven
The fire damaged two storage units inside a public storage building
located at Santa Monica Boulevard and Highland Avenue.

http://beverlyhills.org/living/constructionprojects/constructionactivities/?NFR=1


Los Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti
and other California leaders often
warn that “a major earthquake in
Southern California is not a matter
of ‘if,’ but ‘when.’” However,
“when” an earthquake does happen,
there will still be a matter of “if”
Angelenos receive enough warning
before it begins.
That “if” is now in the hands of

President Donald J. Trump. Last
week, Trump proposed cutting fed-
eral funding for an early earthquake
warning system – which officials
said would “effectively end” its
development – compelling Garcetti
to repeat the “not if, but when”
warning he used when Los Angeles
approved landmark seismic retrofit
ordinances.
In a statement released May 26,

Garcetti said Trump’s proposal to
eliminate funding “is an abandon-
ment of his duty to protect
Americans,” and that he trusts
Congress to reject “a plan that could
cost lives.”
“Los Angeles has already invest-

ed millions of dollars in this system,
and I am more determined than ever
to bring the technology to all
Angelenos as soon as possible,”
Garcetti said.
The early warning system can

provide users about a minute of
warning before shaking begins –

enough time for
an individual to
find cover, as
well as enough
time for trains
to slow down
and surgeons to
pause opera-
tions. A limited
e a r t h q u a k e
early warning
system has been
deployed in a testing phase.
Developers expect the program to
eventually send alerts via email and
text message.
The Beverly Press and Park

Labrea News first reported on
Congressman Adam Schiff’s advo-
cacy for the warning system in July
2014 when he explained the cost to
operate the system “pales in com-
parison to the lives and property
that can be saved with a few sec-
onds to a minute warning.” Schiff
secured $5 million for the system in
2015, and Congress increased fund-
ing to $8.2 million in 2016. The fis-
cal year 2017 House Interior bill
included $10.2 million, and
Congress requested $16.1 million
this year. It is estimated that a full
system of sensors will cost $38.2
million to build along the West
Coast, with annual operating and
maintenance costs of $16.1 million,
according to Schiff’s office. In a let-
ter to FEMA, Schiff and his col-
leagues estimated earthquakes cost
the United States more than $5 bil-
lion per year, averaged over the
long term.
On Friday, Schiff said that as

monitoring stations are being built
and the system is expanding its
reach, it would be foolish for
Congress to approve Trump’s pro-
posal to cut funding for the warning
system. 
“Support for the early warning

system in Congress is sustained,
growing and bipartisan, and we will
not accept this attempt by the presi-
dent to cut a vital funding stream for
a program that will protect life,
property and critical infrastructure,”
Schiff said.
Schiff said in April that the tech-

nology for the system has proven
itself both in testing in the United
States and in Mexico and Japan and
it would be “irresponsible not to
fund this critical technology before
the next ‘big one’ hits.”
Councilman Mitch Englander, 12th
District, said the proposed cut is a
threat to millions of lives in
California and beyond.
“Eliminating this relatively small
but critical funding for the develop-
ment of the California Earthquake
Early Warning System would effec-
tively end this project, which is our
most promising tool to provide
advance warning before the next
earthquake hits,” Englander said.
“When it comes to earthquakes,
seconds matter. A fully deployed
early warning system would give
time for elevators to shut down,
hospitals to turn on backup genera-
tors, and people to take cover.”
In May, California Secretary of

State Alex Padilla applauded the
announcement of the additional
$10.2 million allocation toward
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Earthquake warning system could face cuts

U.S. Rep.
Adam Schiff

California’s earthquake early-warn-
ing system. As a state senator in
2013, Padilla authored Senate Bill
135, signed by Gov. Jerry Brown,
which required the state to establish
the early-warning system. Last year,
Brown approved $10 million in
state funding to help build out
California’s system.
For comparison, Trump has spent

$26 million on vacations so far to
Mar-a-Lago and to Bedminster,
according to estimates made in a
Government Accountability Office
report. According to the New York

Times, Trump has spent 37 days of
his presidency at a Trump property,
and he has taken personal travel
trips nearly every weekend, costing
the taxpayers additional money
each time. 
It will be up to Congress, who

controls the country’s final budget,
to determine if the system is worth
the taxpayer money. 
Like Garcetti, Schiff said the

West Coast is “due for another
earthquake,” and has said the ques-
tion is not if, but “when, the next big
one will hit.”

n Leaders are concerned
President Trump will cut
funding for ‘vital’ program

Philanthropist recognized 
at Beverly Hills gala

photo by Michael Underwood
SHARE Inc. held its 64th annual Boomtown Gala “Let’s Dance”

on May 20 at the Beverly Hilton Hotel. The evening honored inter-
national dance philanthropist Glorya Kaufman with The Shining
Spirit Award. Pictured are SHARE board chair Joan Kardashian,
SHARE president Ellen Feder, honoree Kaufman, and choreographer
and member of the year Anita Mann Kohl. SHARE supports children
with special needs. For information, visit share4children.org.

https://www.metro.net
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After almost a year of fundraising,
social media advocacy and speaking
in front of the board of education with
celebrity animal rights activist
Pamela Anderson, a student in the
Los Angeles Unified School District
successfully lobbied the board of
education to offer more vegan
options in schools.

Beginning in August, select
schools will offer a daily vegan
option as part of a pilot meal pro-
gram. 

Fifteen-year-old Lila Copeland, a
freshman in the district, began a
Healthy Freedom Campaign as an
8th-grader with the goal of giving
students throughout the district a
vegan option during lunch.

“We came to you a year ago to kick
off the Healthy Freedom Campaign,
and we aren’t going to stop until stu-
dents in LAUSD have a full vegan
entrée option and plant-derived milk
choice in every school,” Copeland
said at the board of education’s meet-
ing earlier this month.

The board cited research by the
World Health Organization, Harvard
Medical School, the Physicians
Committee for Responsible
Medicine and the Academy of
Nutrition and Dietetics that show
meat and dairy consumption can
increase risks of developing cancer,
heart disease, obesity and diabetes.

“The district’s student population

is 83 percent African American or
Hispanic, and these populations face
disproportionate incidence of obesity,
diabetes and cardiovascular disease,”
the resolution states. “More than 30
percent of American children and
adolescents are overweight and 40
percent of children 6 to 11 have ele-
vated cholesterol levels.”

A district spokeswoman did not
respond to a request for comment
before press time about which
schools will be included in the pilot
program, or what types of vegan
choices will be offered.

The vegan pilot program is one of
several ways local schools have tried
to improve the food served to stu-
dents. Santa Monica Boulevard
Community Charter School in
Hollywood enlisted School Nutrition
Plus, a company that provides
schools with farm-to-table meals, to
enable students to eat healthier.

The resolution was approved a few
weeks after the board of education
passed a resolution backed by outgo-
ing board president Steve Zimmer
that discontinued district sponsorship
“from corporations that market, sell
or produce products that may be
harmful to children.” Examples
included tobacco, alcohol, firearms
and foods high in fat and calories.

The vegan pilot program builds on
the “Meatless Monday” program it
has participated in since 2013. In
March 2016, the district switched to
antibiotic- and hormone-free chicken

products.
Neal Barnard, a professor of med-

icine at the George Washington
University in Washington, D.C.
praised the pilot program in a blog
post, and called on the district to take
additional steps to improve nutrition.

“Adding vegan options is a
tremendous step toward keeping
students healthy, but removing
unhealthful foods from the menu is
equally important,” he said.
“That’s why the Physicians

Committee recently filed a lawsuit
to stop LAUSD and Poway
Unified School District, also in
California, from serving students
processed meats – including hot
dogs, pepperoni and luncheon
meat – which are linked to colorec-
tal cancer.”

Copeland told her social media
followers that getting the district to

expand its vegan offerings beyond
the pilot program will be her next
step. She has collected more than
$7,000 in donations to support her
nonprofit, Earth Peace.

“My ultimate goal is to make the
campaign a success statewide in
California and ultimately nation-
wide,” she said on her fundraising
page.

LAUSD student brings veganism to district cafeterias

photo courtesy of Kari Sullivan

“We aren’t 
going to stop 

until students in 
LAUSD have 
a full vegan 

entrée option and 
plant-derived 
milk choice in 
every school”

-Lila Copeland, 15, LAUSD
freshman

Senators Dianne Feinstein (D-
CA) and Chuck Grassley (R-IA),
leaders of the Senate Caucus on
International Narcotics Control,
introduced the Cannabidiol
Research Expansion Act, a bill to
support research initiatives on the
potential benefits of substances
such as cannabidiol (CBD) that
are derived from marijuana.

In addition to Feinstein and
Grassley, the bill is co-sponsored
by Senators Dick Durbin (D-IL),
Thom Tillis (R-NC) and Joni
Ernst (R-IA).

“Cumbersome research regula-
tions have made it difficult to con-
duct research on the potential
medical benefits of marijuana,”
Feinstein said. “I strongly believe
such research is necessary, espe-
cially for cannabidiol, a non-psy-
choactive component of marijua-
na. This bill paves the way for
new research to be conducted with
greater ease to determine if
cannabidiol can be an effective
medication for serious illnesses
such as intractable epilepsy.”

Grassley said parents of chil-
dren with severe epilepsy and
other conditions are interested in
cannabidiol to try to ease their
children’s symptoms.

“I understand their interest,”

Grassley said. “Research is neces-
sary to determine the potential
medical value of cannabidiol, and
wherever possible, the govern-
ment should help facilitate the sci-
entific research needed to give
these parents the answers they
need.”

Currently, CBD is classified as
a Schedule I drug. 

As a result, research on CBD is
subject to extremely stringent reg-
ulations, which has posed a signif-
icant obstacle to medical develop-
ments and research. 

Thousands of parents nation-
wide have used CBD oil to help
their children who suffer from
intractable epilepsy, often with
positive results. 

However, because no drug
products containing CBD have
been approved by the Food and
Drug Administration to date, CBD
is unregulated and its effective-
ness is unpredictable.

The goal of the Cannabidiol
Research Expansion Act is to
ensure research on CBD and other
potentially beneficial marijuana-
derived substances is based on
sound science while simultane-
ously reducing the regulatory bar-
riers associated with conducting
research on marijuana.

Bill seeks funding to research 
medical marijuana derivitive

The Greater Miracle Mile
Chamber of Commerce on
Thursday, June 8 will host its
June Luncheon at Candela Taco
Bar with LAPD Captain Tony
Oddo. 

Oddo will discuss business
safety. The luncheon will also
feature information on web net-
working with Chris Devlin. 

RSVPs are required by June
5. Members are $25, non-mem-
bers are $30. To register, or to
donate a raffle item, contact
info@miraclemilechamber.org
or call (323)964-5454.

The luncheon will begin at
11:45 a.m. at 831 S. La Brea
Avenue. Street parking is avail-
able. 

Join Captain Oddo for lunch at
Candela Taco Bar 

https://www.samys.com
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The California Supreme Court
on May 25 overturned a lower
court ruling on the humane treat-
ment of elephants at the Los
Angeles Zoo because of a techni-
cality in the way the lawsuit was
originally filed.
But the decision will not change

the way the elephants are cared
for, according to zoo officials,
who insisted that the pachyderms
are treated humanely. The deci-
sion also does not affect an effort
by Los Angeles City Councilman
Paul Koretz, 5th District, to have
the zoo’s male elephant, Billy,
moved to a sanctuary.
The California Supreme Court

voided an injunction issued by the
Los Angeles Superior Court in
2012 because the justices said the
vehicle by which the lawsuit was
filed was erroneous. The lawsuit
by attorney David B. Casselman,
filed on behalf of real estate agent
Aaron Leider, was a civil lawsuit
filed by a taxpayer against a gov-
ernment agency. The justices

ruled that the lawsuit alleged
criminal behavior – cruelty to ani-
mals – and not the wasting of tax-
payer funds, and thus should have
been a criminal lawsuit.
Casselman did not return a call

seeking comment. Melya Kaplan,
executive director of Voice for the
Animals, who with actress Lily
Tomlin filed a different lawsuit
about treatment of the elephants at
the zoo using the same approach,
said she will not be deterred in
pressing for better treatment of the
elephants. A ruling on their law-
suit was found to be contradictory
to the ruling in the Casselman
lawsuit, and they are now both
void, she said.
“I was not surprised,” Kaplan

said. “I understand why the court
issued the ruling. Cruelty is a
criminal action and we were suing

in civil court.”
The lawsuit that was overturned

required the zoo to exercise the
elephants on soft ground in a way
that has less impact on their legs
and feet. The zoo contends that it
follows that method of exercising
the elephants – Billy, Jewel and
Tina – and that will not change.
“The recent California Supreme

Court decision validates what
Angelenos already know: the L.A.
Zoo and its staff provide the high-
est level of care for our elephants
– and all our animals,” read a
statement provided by the Los
Angeles Zoo. “Our elephants live
in one of the best – and largest –
elephant habitats in North
America at a state-of-the-art facil-
ity where they benefit from
tremendous resources, a dedicated
staff and top-quality health care.”

Kaplan and Koretz take issue
with that assessment, and contend
Billy, the sole male elephant at the
zoo, should be moved to a sanctu-
ary. Billy is kept apart from the
female elephants because he could
be a danger to them, said L.A. Zoo
curator of mammals Josh Sisk. At
32 years old, Billy is of breeding
age and the females, in their 50s,
are past reproductive age. Billy
also bobs his head continuously in
a manner Koretz and animal wel-
fare advocates claim indicates dis-
tress.

“For many years, Billy has
lived in an area completely unnat-
ural for an animal of his size and
of his stature,” Koretz said. “It’s
sad and wrong to see any animal
living in captivity, in social isola-
tion, restricted in movement and
physical activity. In fact, he has
long been displaying stereotypic
behavior, such as repetitive head
bobbing, which goes on for
extended periods of time.”
Sisk said in April that Billy’s

head bobbing is “stereotypical”

California Supreme Court invalidates ruling 
on elephant treatment at L.A. Zoo

The Los Angeles City Council
unanimously voted last Friday to
oppose an executive order issued by
President Donald J. Trump that puts
some national monuments, including
one in Los Angeles County, under
review.
Citing potentially restrictive access

to federal land that could “curtail eco-
nomic growth” and designations that
may not have received adequate pub-
lic vetting, the executive order asks
for a review by Secretary of the
Interior Ryan Zinke of national mon-
uments designated since Jan. 1, 1996
that cover more than 100,000 acres.
“If the Trump administration is

allowed to do what it wants, they’ll be
drilling in the Grand Canyon and near
woods and others of these monu-
ments,” said Councilman Paul
Koretz, 5th District. “We should be
strongly out there in opposition of this
plan.”
The Grand Canyon-Parashant

National Monument, along the north-
ern edge of the Grand Canyon,
received its designation from
President Bill Clinton in January
2000. It is one of more than 20 nation-
al monuments under review due to the
executive order.

Spanning Los Angeles and San
Bernardino counties, the 346,177-
acre San Gabriel Mountains National
Monument was designated by
President Barack Obama in October
2014, and is included in the review.
Koretz, along with Councilmen

Mitch O’Farrell, 13th District, and
Jose Huizar, 14th District, brought the
resolution before the City Council.
“In his first 100 days, President

Trump has shown reckless disregard
for scientific research, environmental
protection and historic preservation,”
the motion states. “… the city of Los
Angeles has made great strides for-
ward in environmental protection and
historic preservation.”
Mojave Trails and Sand to Snow

National Monuments are two other
Southern California locations affected
by the executive order.
“These Southern California nation-

al monuments bring many benefits for
the citizens of Los Angeles, who visit
[the San Gabriel Mountains] and the
California desert to hike, camp and
view plants and wildlife,” Sarah
Friedman, of the Sierra Club’s
Beyond Coal Campaign, wrote in a
letter to the City Council.
Presidents have established nation-

al monuments based on a site’s his-
toric or scientific credentials under the

American Antiquities Act of 1906.
But Trump’s executive order will
examine whether any of the designa-
tions have created “barriers” for other
uses.
“Monument designations that

result from a lack of public outreach
and proper coordination with state,
tribal and local officials and other rel-
evant stakeholders may also create
barriers to achieving energy indepen-
dence, restrict public access to and use
of federal lands, burden state, tribal
and local government, and otherwise
curtail economic growth,” according
to the executive order.
Issued on April 26, the executive

order called for a report within 45
days that includes recommendations
for presidential actions. It asks for a
final report within 120 days.
In February, state Sens. Kevin de

León (D-Los Angeles) and Ben
Allen (D-Santa Monica) were
among several state lawmakers to
introduce bills that would protect
public land and environmental
defense efforts. 
“We have a sacred duty to take

whatever actions we can to protect
public lands from any sale or lease
that would result in their loss or
degradation,” Allen said at the time.
Advocates for the San Gabriel

Mountains also supported the bills.
“It is clear that the current admin-

istration is a threat to our environ-
ment,” said Omar Gomez, chairman
of San Gabriel Mountains Forever,
an organization that works to pre-
serve and enhance the land. “We
must defend our public lands at the
local level and we applaud state
actions like these to protect them.”
San Gabriel Mountains Forever

will celebrate National Trails Day at
the national monument on June 3 –
the meeting point is REI Arcadia at
214 N. Santa Anita Ave in Arcadia at

8:30 a.m. Congresswoman Judy Chu
(D-Pasadena), who reintroduced a
bill to increase protections for the
San Gabriel Mountains in response
to Trump’s executive order, will be in
attendance.
“President Trump has declared an

open assault on our nation’s natural
resources and outdoor spaces in
favor of energy companies and oil
exploration,” she said last month. “I
will not let him threaten our rivers,
forests, wildlife and outdoor oppor-
tunities in the San Gabriel
Mountains.”

L.A. Councilmen vow to protect national monuments

photo courtesy of the United States Department of Agriculture
The San Gabriel Mountains provide a backdrop to the city of Los
Angeles.

See Elephant page 9

http://andrewfriedmanlaw.us
http://melrosetradingpost.org
http://www.micarabineau.com
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CITY OF WEST HOLLYWOOD 
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the West Hollywood
Planning Commission will hold a Public Hearing to con-
sider the following item:

LOCATIONS:            1123 N. FORMOSA AVENUE, 
                                 West Hollywood, California

REQUEST:                Applicant is requesting to demol-
ish a single-family residence, and
construct a three-story, five-unit
condominium building with sub-
terranean parking.

PERMIT(S):              Demolition Permit, Development
Permit, Subdivision Permit, and
any other required permits.

APPLICANT(S):       1123 Formosa, LLC

TIME/PLACE            Thursday, June 15, 2017 
OF HEARING:          at 6:30 p.m.
                                 West Hollywood Park Public

Meeting Room – Council Cham-
bers

                                 625 N. San Vicente Boulevard
                                 West Hollywood, CA  90069

ZONES:                    R3B (Residential, Multi-Family
Medium Density) 

ENVIRONMENTAL
STATUS:                   Categorically exempt from the

provisions of the California Envi-
ronmental Quality Act (CEQA),
pursuant to Section §15332 (In-
Fill Development)

The staff report will be available on Thursday, June 8,
2017, at City Hall, 8300 Santa Monica Boulevard, the
W.H. Library, 625 N. San Vicente Boulevard, and on-line
at www.weho.org

IF YOU CHALLENGE this item in court, you may be lim-
ited to raising only those issues you or someone else
raised at the Public Hearing described in this notice, or
in the written correspondence delivered to the West Hol-
lywood Planning Commission, via the Community De-
velopment Department at, or prior to, the Public Hearing.

To comply with the American with Disabilities Act of
1990, Assistive Listening Devices (ALD) will be available
for checkout at the meeting.  If you require special as-
sistance to participate in this meeting (e.g., a signer for
the hearing impaired), you must call, or submit your re-
quest in writing to the Office of the City Clerk at (323)
848-6409 at least 48 hours prior to the meeting.  The
City TDD line for the hearing impaired is (323) 848-6496.

Special meeting related accommodations (e.g., trans-
portation) may be provided upon written request to the
Office of the City Clerk at least 48 hours prior to the
meeting.  For information on public transportation, call
1-323-GO-METRO (323/466-3876) or go to
www.metro.net

ALL INTERESTED PERSONS are invited to attend said
Public Hearing to express their opinion in this matter.

For further information contact Scott Lunceford, Asso-
ciate Planner, in the Community Development Depart-
ment at (323) 848-6475; or via email at:
slunceford@weho.org

Yvonne Quarker, City Clerk

Мы сообщаем вам об обсуждении про-
екта. Для дополнительной информации
на русском языке звоните: 323-848-6826.

Congressman Ted W. Lieu (D-CA)
last week introduced the Legal
Services for Homeless Veterans Act
of 2017. The legislation would autho-
rize the Department of Veterans
Affairs (VA) to enter agreements with
third parties to provide pro-bono
legal services to homeless and at-risk
veterans across the country. 
A 2016 study by the VA found that

at least five out of the top 10 prob-
lems leading to homelessness among
veterans cannot be solved without
legal help.
“The research clearly shows that

legal services are as necessary to
addressing the veteran homelessness
epidemic as physical housing, but the
VA does not have the flexibility it
needs to fund those services,” Lieu
said. “We must do more to fuel the
partnerships between civil legal-aid
and community health and housing
organizations that are doing cutting-
edge work to address veteran home-
lessness in Los Angeles and across
the nation. The Legal Services for
Homeless Veterans Act is an impor-
tant step to ensure that no veteran

who fought for our country ever
needs to fight for a roof over their
head or food in their stomach.”
Charles E. Schmidt, National

Commander of the American Legion,
said homeless and at-risk veterans
deserve strong representation when

dealing with eviction or routine legal
matters.
“Veterans have defended our con-

stitutional rights. We need to ensure
that the favor is returned when veter-
ans are facing legal challenges,”
Schmidt said.

Lieu introduces legislation to give homeless vets
access to legal services

photo courtesy of Congressman Ted W. Lieu’s Facebook  
Lieu said he was honored to be the keynote speaker to remember the
fallen at the Los Angeles National Cemetery Memorial Day ceremony.

The House of Representatives last
week passed the Protecting Young
Victims from Sexual Abuse Act,
which is aimed at protecting young
athletes and was authored by Senator
Dianne Feinstein (D-CA).
“I look forward to working with

[House Judiciary Committee
Chairman Bob Goodlatte (R-VA)]
and Representatives Brooks and
Frankel to work out the differences
between our bills,” Feinstein said.

“We must do all we can to protect
children.”
Feinstein’s bill stems from recent

allegations of sexual abuse made
against personnel involved with
USA Gymnastics and USA
Taekwondo.
In addition to requiring immedi-

ate reporting of child- and sex-
abuse allegations, the legislation
would amend the Ted Stevens
Amateur and Olympic Sports Act,

which governs U.S. Olympic sport
governing bodies, to make it safe
and easy for victims to report
abuse and mandate oversight of
member gymnasiums to ensure
strong sexual-abuse prevention
policies are implemented. For
example, USA Gymnastics would
have to implement and enforce
policies to ensure coaches and per-
sonnel are trained in sexual abuse
prevention.

House passes bill to end sexual abuse in Olympic sports

Congressmen Adam Schiff (D-
CA) and Joe Wilson (R-SC) last
week introduced the North Korea
Travel Control Act, which would
require the Treasury Department to
issue regulations requiring a license
for transactions related to travel to,
from and within North Korea by
American citizens. It also would ban
licenses for tourist travel.
“In recent years, there has been an

increase in tourist travel to the
DPRK by citizens of Western coun-
tries, including the United States,”
Schiff said. “With increased tensions
in North Korea, the danger that
Americans will be detained for polit-
ical reasons is greater than ever.

Given North Korea’s continuing
destabilizing behavior and their
demonstrated willingness to use
American visitors as bargaining
chips to extract high-level meetings
or concessions, it is appropriate for
the United States to take steps to con-
trol travel to a nation that poses a real
and present danger to American
interests.”
Wilson said tourist travel to North

Korea “does nothing but provide
funds to a tyrannical regime” that
will in turn be used to develop
weapons to threaten the United
States and its allies, which he said he
saw firsthand on a visit to
Pyongyang.

In the past, North Korea has
shown a willingness to use American
prisoners to seek diplomatic conces-
sions, including securing visits from
former presidents and cabinet offi-
cials. At least 17 Americans have
been detained in the past ten years,
despite the State Department strong-
ly warning U.S. citizens against trav-
eling to the DPRK. Currently, at least
four Americans remain imprisoned.
In addition to security concerns,
Western visitors bring with them
much needed foreign currency, espe-
cially valued in a country facing
extensive international sanctions for
its illegal nuclear weapons and bal-
listic missile programs.

Congressmen introduce North Korea travel limits

The Beverly Hills Chamber of
Commerce announced last week that
it opposes Assembly Bill 5 authored
by Assemblywoman Lorena
Gonzalez-Fletcher and
Assemblyman Ash Kalra because it
will limit employers’ ability to
“effectively manage their workforce,
subject employers to costly fines and
multiple avenues of litigation,” and
will limit job opportunities for unem-
ployed workers.
Existing law creates the Division

of Labor Standards Enforcement in
the Department of Industrial
Relations for the purpose of enforc-
ing labor laws, and establishes eight
hours as a day’s work and a 40-hour
workweek. Current law also requires
payment of prescribed overtime
compensation for additional hours
worked.
AB 5 would create the

Opportunity to Work Act and require
an employer with 10 or more

employees to offer additional hours
of work to an existing nonexempt
employee before hiring an additional
employee or subcontractor. AB 5
would require an employer to post a
notice of employee rights, as speci-
fied, and would require the employer
to maintain certain documentation. 
The bill would authorize an

employee to file a complaint for vio-
lation of these provisions with the
Division of Labor Standards
Enforcement, and to, in the alterna-
tive, bring a civil action for remedies
under the act. The bill would require
the Division of Labor Standards
Enforcement to enforce these provi-
sions and would authorize the divi-
sion to, among other things, adopt
rules and regulations. The bill would
make a violation of these provisions
punishable by a civil penalty.
The Beverly Hills Chamber of

Commerce said the bill takes away
the flexibility of businesses to man-

age their work in the way they see
fit, and that the bill’s ambiguity is a
“trap for the unwary” and will lead
to unnecessary and costly litigation.  
For example, if an employer

believes it is in the best interests of
the company to hire a new employee
rather than utilize existing staff, that
should be their decision, the cham-
ber said.
“This bill represents yet another

layer of regulation that is strangling
business in this state,” the Chamber
added in a statement.
AB 5 was approved by the

Assembly Labor and Employment
Committee and next will be consid-
ered by the Assembly
Appropriations Committee, of
which Assemblyman Richard
Bloom is a member. 
To move forward this year, the bill

must pass out of the Assembly
Appropriations Committee by
Friday, May 26th.

Beverly Hills Chamber opposes Assembly Bill 5

http://www.weho.org
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Mayor Eric Garcetti last week
signed the city’s 2017-18 budget, a
spending plan that his office said pri-
oritizes fiscal responsibility and
makes bold investments in L.A.’s
future.

The budget funds aggressive work
to curb homelessness, fix streets and
sidewalks, and expand the Vision
Zero initiative to make L.A.’s roads
safer. The signing caps a month-long
series of City Council hearings.

“This budget isn’t just a spending
plan – it’s an expression of our val-
ues,” Garcetti said. “We’re making
change that Angelenos can see and
feel in their neighborhoods, and
charting an ambitious course to the
future we have imagined together.
I’m grateful to my council colleagues
for their hard work and collaboration
on a budget that moves us closer to
realizing our shared vision for this
city.”

The $9.2 billion budget allocates
more than $180 million toward hous-
ing, cleanup and services to help
homeless Angelenos, and more than
$67 million in new spending to fix
some of the city’s most broken streets
and improve transportation. The bud-

get allocates $27 million for traffic
safety.

The budget also puts the funding
voters approved with Proposition
HHH and Measure M directly to use.
More than $89 million of the $180
million allocated to fight homeless-
ness is HHH funding, which will go
toward new permanent supportive
housing and service facilities for
homeless Angelenos. And the $67
million for transportation will come
from Measure M and California SB
1, a transportation package that will
fund street repairs across the state.

In addition, the budget keeps a
commitment to fiscal responsibility
by maintaining a 5 percent reserve
fund.

“This year’s budget strikes a bal-
ance between prioritizing everyday
neighborhood needs with bold city-
wide initiatives,” said Los Angeles
City Council President Herb J.
Wesson, Jr., 10th District. “The
mayor and City Council have worked
together to ensure the city’s finances
are on track.” 

Councilman Paul Krekorian, 2nd
District and chair of the Budget and
Finance Committee, said the city
government is doing everything pos-
sible to serve its residents and
strengthen the city.

Councilman Mike Bonin, 11th
District, said the budget is “smart,
compassionate and it represents true
progress for Los Angeles.”

courtesy of the Mayor’s office
Mayor Garcetti signs the 2017-2018 city budget surrounded by members
of the Los Angeles City Council.

Garcetti signs Los Angeles’ $9.2-billion budget

behavior for elephants in captivity
and does not mean he is in pain or
discomfort.

Koretz’s motion to have Billy
removed from the zoo will next be
heard in the Council’s Personnel
and Animal Welfare Committee at
a date to be determined, said
Koretz’s communications director
Alison Simard.

“This Supreme Court ruling has
no effect on our momentum work-
ing toward the goal of getting
Billy to an animal sanctuary as
soon as possible,” Simard added.

Kaplan said it is unclear
whether there is any further
recourse after the California
Supreme Court’s Decision, and
she will now turn her attention to
having Billy removed from the
zoo.

“Even though we can’t sue, it
doesn’t stop the facts,” Kaplan
said. “It’s a technicality. I don’t
agree with that, but I understand
that.”

Elephant 
From page 7

photo courtesy of the Los Angeles Zoo
The Los Angeles City Council’s
Personnel and Animal Welfare
Committee will consider a motion
by councilman Paul Koretz seek-
ing to have Billy the Elephant
moved from the Los Angeles Zoo
to a sanctuary.

http://www.farmersmarketla.com


tion for decades and a “must-see”
destination for tourists. Pink’s has
stayed true to its roots since Paul
and Betty Pink started with a push-
cart near the corner in 1939. In
addition to attracting crowds who
line up daily for chili dogs, ham-
burgers and Pink’s other delectable
offerings, the stand donates thou-
sands of dollars in food and gift
certificates to charity each year.
“We are extremely honored,”

Pink said. “We feel like we are part
of Hollywood. The celebrity crowd
that comes to Pink’s is part of the
Hollywood culture. I’ve often
thought that Pink’s is the longest-
running show in Hollywood. The
people who wait in line, the enter-
tainment of watching the food
being prepared and the photos
inside of celebrities, it’s a show.”
Pink said the “Chili Dogs for

Charity” program provides cater-
ing at galas and special events that
nonprofits hold throughout the
year. He cited Special Olympics,
the Concern Foundation, Planned
Parenthood and Alex’s Lemonade
Stand Foundation for Childhood
Cancer as organizations Pink’s Hot
Dogs supports.
“We have been doing a tremen-

dous amount of charity for years,”
Pink said. “We give out our origi-
nal hot dogs at events, and we hand
out thousands of dollars in gift cer-
tificates to be used at charity events
and silent auctions.”
The stand is also a destination

for Hollywood elite, with hundreds
of celebrity photographs including
television hosts Jay Leno, Ryan

Seacrest and Jimmy Kimmel,
musical stars Dolly Parton and Tim
McGraw, and comedians and
actors Steve Martin and George
Lopez in the dining areas. The
walls of photographs started
decades ago when actors and
actresses started pinning up their
pictures with the hope of being
“discovered.”
“It became part of Pink’s. We are

part of the Hollywood scene,” Pink
added. “We also do a lot of catering
for the studios and television
shows.”
Hollywood Chamber of

Commerce president and CEO
Leron Gubler described Pink’s Hot
Dogs as an iconic Hollywood des-
tination and the Pinks as important
members of the community.
“A few years ago, we started

honoring Hollywood families who

have been heroes to Hollywood by
their commitment to this commu-
nity. Pink’s Hot Dogs is one of the
great successful examples of a
Hollywood business that has
become legendary,” Gubler said.
“Founded in 1939 by Paul and
Betty Pink selling hot dogs from a
pushcart, this business has pros-
pered and grown at the intersection
of Melrose and La Brea for 78
years. This is a beloved local busi-
ness that continues to give back to
our community. We are thrilled to
be able to honor them.”
Pink added that the stand’s

recipe for success in serving quali-
ty food in a comfortable environ-
ment. The stand celebrated 77
years in business last fall and is still
going strong.
“We are sort of the ‘Hollywood

hot dog,’” Pink added.
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Pink’s honored as one of the ‘Heroes of Hollywood’

photo by Jose Martinez
Gloria (left) and Richard Pink, and Beverly Pink Wolfe, owners Pink’s
Hot Dogs, will be honored today by the Hollywood Chamber of
Commerce at the Taglyan Cultural Center.

Pink’s Hot Dogs, the iconic
stand near La Brea and Melrose
Avenues, will be honored as a
quintessential part of the
Hollywood community today, June
1, at the Hollywood Chamber of
Commerce’s “Heroes of
Hollywood” luncheon.
The event begins at 11 a.m. at

the Taglyan Cultural Complex,
1201 Vine St. The Hollywood
Chamber of Commerce is honor-
ing Richard and Gloria Pink and
Beverly Pink Wolfe, owners of
Pink’s Hot Dogs, as well as

Donelle Dadigan, founder and
owner of The Hollywood
Museum; LAPD Assistant Chief
Beatrice Girmala; John Lyons,
owner of the Avalon; and Baydsar
Thomasian, deputy district director
for state Senate President Pro
Tempore Kevin de Leon. Dadigan
will receive the Distinguished
Service Award in Memory of
Johnny Grant, the late honorary
mayor of Hollywood.
“Entertainment Tonight” host
Nancy O’Dell will receive the
Mary Pickford Award.
Richard Pink said the stand has

been an iconic Hollywood institu-

Sidewalk project underway 
at Rosewood Gardens Park

photo by Edwin Folven
Crews are reconstructing the sidewalk and curb in front of the

Rosewood Gardens Park near the corner of Fairfax and Rosewood
Avenues. The 145-square-foot “pocket park” was dedicated in 1997
by then-Los Angeles City Councilman Mike Feuer and features land-
scaping, tables and seating. The sidewalk was cracked and damaged
by a nearby ficus tree, which was removed. The work is being funded
by the city and is anticipated to be completed by the middle of next
week.
The Mid City West Community Council is working to beautify

Rosewood Gardens Park and has held multiple cleanups there over
the past year. MCWCC chair Scott Epstein said the sidewalk replace-
ment will improve the space, which is the smallest park in Los
Angeles. Plans call for additional maintenance at the park this sum-
mer.
“Overall, it’s a good thing,” Epstein added. “It does need a little

help. We need to do some more clean up, we are trying to monitor it.”

http://beverlyhills.org/living/walkwiththemayor/?NFR=1
https://www.cathedralchapelschool.org
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Epstein honored for contributions to engineering

photo courtesy of the Epstein family
George “The Engineer” Epstein was recognized with SAMPE’s Kushner
Award. He is pictured with books he authored on playing poker.

Fairfax District resident George
Epstein has been honored with the
Kushner Award from the
International Society for the
Advancement of Material and
Process Engineering (SAMPE).
Formerly known as the SAMPE

Space Award, the Kushner Award
recognizes dedicated individuals
who have provided exceptional ser-
vice in promoting the ideals of the
Society over many years.
Epstein has received numerous

awards and commendations for his
contributions related to composite
materials, including their use in
major U.S. space and defense pro-
grams such as GPS, communica-
tions satellites and launch vehicles.

Especially significant was his work
in creating the Air Force
Manufacturing Problem Prevention
Program, which has helped the
United States avoid costly anom-
alies and operational failures with
space and missile systems.
The Society of Plastics

Engineers (SPE) created a college
scholarship in his honor. In 1990,
The SPE gave Epstein the Fred O.
Conley Award for outstanding
achievements in plastics engineer-
ing/technology. Epstein was named
a fellow of the Society in 2009.
Epstein’s other honors include

SAMPE’s Lubin Award, given in

1963 for “his consistent and sus-
tained high level of technical con-
tributions and his pioneering efforts
in composites and adhesives tech-
nologies.” He was elected a
SAMPE fellow in 1987. SAMPE
also bestows scholarship annually
to Fairfax High School students in
honor of his late wife, Irene
Epstein.
In 2008, Epstein was named

Senior Citizen Volunteer of the
Year by the Westside Optimist Club
for introducing seniors to poker as a
recreational activity. Recently,
Epstein was elected to the Seniors
Poker Hall of Fame.

BHBA welcomes
California
Supreme Court
justices at 
luncheon
The Beverly Hills Bar

Association (BHBA), in conjunc-
tion with the Beverly Hills Bar
Foundation, will hold the 63rd
annual Supreme Court Luncheon
honoring the justices of the
California Supreme Court on
Wednesday, June 6 at 11:30 a.m. at
The Beverly Hilton.
Chief Justice Tani G. Cantil-

Sakauye will discuss the current
state of the judiciary, and Associate
Justices Ming W. Chin, Carol A.
Corrigan, Mariano-Florentino
Cuéllar, Leondra R. Kruger,
Goodwin H. Liu and Kathryn
Mickle Werdegar are scheduled to
attend. Additionally, Frank A.
McGuire, who served as court
administrator and clerk of the
California Supreme Court from
July 2012 to September 2016, will
be recognized for his service.
The Hon. Margaret Mary

Morrow (ret.), president and CEO
of Public Counsel and formerly the
senior judge of the United States
District Court for the Central
District of California, will give the
keynote speech. 
Scholarships will be presented to

seven local law students who have
demonstrated a commitment to
public interest efforts. The scholar-
ship recipients are Nneka Jackson,
of Loyola Law School; Vivian
Cheung, of Pepperdine University
School of Law; Monica Ponce De
Leon and Betzayda Montoya, of
Southwestern Law School; Norma
Ventura and Viviana Arcia, of
UCLA School of Law; and Roza
Petrosyan, of USC Gould School of
Law.
Los Angeles County Superior

Court Judge Deborah L. Sanchez, a
former bar foundation scholarship
recipient, will discuss the impact of
the scholarship on her career.
“A long and proud tradition of

the Beverly Hills Bar Association,
this luncheon provides an opportu-
nity for the BHBA to recognize the
California’s Supreme Court
Justices for their selfless dedication
and outstanding service to the
State,” said BHBA President
Howard S. Fisher. 
Tickets are $245. The Beverly

Hilton is located at 9876 Wilshire
Blvd. For tickets and information,
call (310) 601-2422, or visit
bhba.org.

http://www.farmersmarketla.com


Re “Tenor takes top honor in
Zachary Society vocal comple-
tion” and “Waving a sweet good-
bye to Tulane,” May 25 issue

This is a beautiful inclusion in
the Beverly Press. The Zachary
Society Competition and I send
my sincere gratitude for your
interest in this event.
[Also, the publishers’ daughter

Rebecca Villalpando] graduating
from Tulane University! My
congratulations on [the] accom-
plishment!

Nedra Zachary
Loren L. Zachary Society for the
Performing Arts

Re “Furry festival at L.A.
Zoo” and “Waving a sweet good-
bye to Tulane,” May 25 issue

Thanks very much for the
Beastly Ball coverage. We really
appreciate it. [And I] enjoyed the
photo of the Tulane graduate –
congrats to all Villalpandos!

Laura Stegman
Greater Los Angeles Zoo
Association

Re “Jury favors WeHo in law-
suit brought by former deputy,”
May 25 issue

West Hollywood may have
won the wrongful termination
suit by a former deputy but the

split decision (10-2) required a
10-day trial. Several city staffers,
including the city manager and
city attorney, spent days in court
instead of at City Hall. The plain-
tiff and her attorney thought the
city would settle before going to
court.
Instead, the lurid escapades

that were the seed of this debacle
were again aired in public, this
time under oath. The council
deputy whose introduction to
city politics was through a sex
website and a tryst with the
mayor pro tem seemed to be a
focal point of the conspiracy the-
ory.
Truth is, West Hollywood’s

City Hall isn’t organized enough
to have conspired such a scheme.
Ergo, no conspiracy. The out-of-
town jury   with only one alter-
nate juror from WeHo   learned
that this 1.9 square mile munici-
pality of 38,000 residents is so
flush with cash they could pay
five council deputies six figure
salaries to manage the individual
offices of council members. Yes,
the city may have “won,” but the
victory was pyrrhic.

David Reid
Vista Street

Re “Our beloved Madeline,
1932-2017,” May 11 issue

I recently saw in your paper
that Madeleine Shaner passed
away. You were so good to her
and I know she just loved being a
part of the team.
I always admired the gracious-

ness you showed her. She was
such a beautiful figure to have
around and reminded me of “old
Hollywood.”

Laura Vaillancourt
Former Park Labrea News and
Beverly Press employee

Letters to the Editor
Kudos for photos on
winning tenor and
Tulane graduate

Thank you for
‘Beastly Ball’ 
coverage

Very sorry to hear
about passing of
Madeleine Shaner

Ruling in WeHo 
court case was a 
pyrrhic victory

Jewish Family Service of Los
Angeles (JFS) held its 24th
annual Gala on May 23 at the
Beverly Hilton Hotel.
The event raised more than

$1.3 million for JFS programs
providing shelter, counseling,
nutrition and other services.
JFS honored Renee and Paul

Haas with the JFS Spirit of
Humanity Award for their sup-
port of people in need and JFS.
The couple volunteers at the JFS
SOVA Community Food and
Resource Program and are
among the original sponsors of
JFS CBS’s “A Day Of Hope,”
which benefits the JFS Family
Violence Project.
Sara and Dr. David Aftergood

received the JFS Stanley and
Anita Hirsh Award for their ded-
ication and commitment to JFS
and the community. Sara
Aftergood is a JFS board mem-
ber and has served as co-chair of
the JFS SOVA Leadership
Committee and as JFS board

secretary.
JFS’s Special Lifetime

Achievement Award was given
to Paul S. Castro, CEO and pres-
ident of JFS. Castro has worked
throughout his career to further
opportunities for people in dis-
advantaged and disenfranchised
communities. For information,
visit jfsla.org.
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The 23rd annual “Gilmore
Heritage Auto Show” roars into the
Original Farmers Market on Saturday,
June 3 from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.
The theme of the 2017 edition is

“Fintastic: A Tribute to American
Cars of 1957.” Automobile design
that year expressed the country’s
unbridled optimism. Chrysler’s
new forward-looking design set the
standard for tailfins, and General
Motors, Ford and other companies
quickly followed Chrysler’s lead.
The “Gilmore Heritage Auto

Show” will feature more than 100
classic and vintage American cars,
including a one-of-a-kind 1957 De
Soto Adventurer two-door hardtop,
a 1957 Ford Thunderbird and a
1957 Chevy 210 Hardtop.
The free auto show offers up-

close access for spectators. Car
fanatics can walk among the more
than 100 classic cars on display and
visit with car owners. The show’s
grand finale features all show cars
in a drive-off at 5 p.m., traversing
the entire Farmers Market property.
“Although our auto show offers

something unique every year, we’re
particularly excited about this
year’s tribute to American cars of
1957,” said Farmers Market mar-
keting director Ilysha Buss. “1957
was a peak year for Baby Boomers:

the year the hula hoop was invent-
ed, Sputnik was launched and Elvis
purchased his Graceland mansion.
It was also a very special year for
the automobile – tailfins aplenty –
and we can’t wait to celebrate that
history with our fans at the Market.”
Since its founding in 1995, the

“Gilmore Heritage Auto Show” has
saluted Los Angeles’ rich automo-
tive history, nurtured through the
efforts of The Gilmore Oil
Company, which originated at the
corner of Third Street and Fairfax

Avenue. From the discovery of oil
on the property circa 1900 to the
thrilling days of midget car racing at
Gilmore Stadium in the 1930s and
1940s, and the development of
some of the most innovative mar-
keting promotions in the history of
the petroleum industry, the Original
Farmers Market is pleased to pay to
tribute to this legacy, Buss said.
The Original Farmers Market is

located at 6333 W. Third Street. For
information, call (323) 933-9211, or
visit farmersmarketla.com.

Gilmore Heritage Auto Show revs up 
at the Original Farmers Market

JFS honors supporters at
annual gala in Beverly Hills

photo courtesy of the Original Farmers Market
The Gilmore Heritage Auto Show will pay tribute to the cars of 1957,
many of which were designed with distinctive tailfins. Pictured is a 1957
Chevy 210 Hardtop.

Fans of actress Jean Harlow are
invited to a Hollywood Heritage
celebration of the actress’ life and
career on Saturday, June 3 at the

Women’s Club of Hollywood.
The event includes a special pre-

sentation by author Darrell Rooney,
music and a private screening of

clips from Harlow’s career.  A
champagne reception begins at 6:30
p.m., followed by dinner. The
Women’s Club of Hollywood is
located at 1749 N. La Brea Ave. For
information, call (323)876-8383, or
email info@wehollywood.org.

Celebrate Harlow in Hollywood

photo courtesy of JFS
Renee and Paul Haas received
the JFS Spirit of Humanity
Award.

https://ncjwla.org
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Bogie’s Liquor

We carry the finest in 
• Beer
• Wine
• Spirits
• Champagne
• Kegs

5753 Melrose Ave. Corner of Melrose & Vine

Call us! 323-469-1414 
www.bogiesliquor.com 

Open 7 days 6 am - 2 am

Summer is just 
around the corner! 

Stock your cooler here!
Don’t Drink & Drive - We Deliver!!

Work on the Purple Line
Extension subway project is ongo-
ing along Wilshire Boulevard.
Advanced utility relocation work
will continue during evening hours
on the north side of Wilshire
Boulevard between La Cienega and
San Vicente Boulevards, and dur-
ing daytime hours along La
Cienega Boulevard just north of
Wilshire Boulevard through Friday,
June 2.
Phase three of decking opera-

tions are also scheduled to begin on
June 2 at 8 p.m. through Monday,
June 5 at 6 a.m. There will be a full
closure of Wilshire Boulevard
between Fairfax Avenue and
Crescent Heights Boulevard. Lane
reductions will start at 10 a.m. on

June 2 to accomplish the noisier
activities during daytime hours.
Additionally, jet grouting will

continue on Wilshire Boulevard in
new locations near Highland
Avenue beginning on Friday, June
9. Jet grouting reinforces and
strengthens the soil with concrete to
support tunneling. The operation
will take approximately 8 to 12
weeks.
Potholing and jet grouting will

also occur through June 4 near
Wilshire and Crenshaw
Boulevards. Westbound Wilshire
Boulevard will be closed between
Crenshaw Boulevard and Windsor
Avenue from Friday, June 2 at 9
p.m. through Sunday, June 4 at 7
a.m. 

There will also be intermittent
changes to traffic control and street
lighting on Wilshire Boulevard
from Orange Drive to La Brea
Avenue. 
Excavation is also occurring

behind a closed area in the street at
Wilshire Boulevard and Sycamore
Avenue. Additionally, geotechnical
instrumentation and decking prepa-
ration is occurring near Wilshire
Boulevard and Fairfax Avenue.
For information, visit metro.net. 
Members of the public with

questions or concerns about Purple
Line Extension construction activi-
ty can also call the 24-hour project
hotline at (213)922-6934, and
email the project team at purpleli-
neext@metro.net.

Subway construction rolls ahead along Wilshire

The Los Angeles County
Metropolitan Transportation
Authority (Metro) board of directors
has approved a $6.1 billion budget
for fiscal year (FY) 2018 following a
recent public hearing and extensive
public outreach.
The adopted budget represents a

1.45 percent increase from the FY
2017 budget – less than the 1.75 per-
cent rate of inflation set by the
Consumer Price Index.
“The adoption of the budget

demonstrates Metro’s commitment
to fiscal discipline and tight budget
controls,” said Metro board chair
John Fasana. “Through an aggres-
sive transportation initiative focused
on construction, bus and rail opera-
tions, and making sure our system is
in a state of good repair to maintain
and protect our assets, we are work-
ing diligently to anticipate long-term
transportation needs.”
Metro’s budget includes an

increase of 129,000 rail revenue ser-
vice hours, an increase of 11.6 per-
cent over FY 2017, with the addition
of more rail cars to meet the growing
demand on the Expo and Gold lines,
as well as adding more service for
special events.
“As we work to deliver the

promises of Measure R and Measure
M, it is Metro’s duty to exercise
careful planning and to responsibly
spend every dollar the voting public

has entrusted us with,” said Metro
CEO Phillip A. Washington. “This
budget continues the transportation
revolution already in progress and
prepares our region for the next cen-
tury and beyond.”
No fare changes are included in

the budget, and it places a renewed
emphasis on right-sizing bus service
levels along lines that parallel the
Expo Line to reallocate those
resources to improve Metro’s late
night “Owl Network” and increase
peak hour frequency on select bus
lines.
The budget includes $1.706 bil-

lion for bus and rail operations;
$2.224 billion for capital projects
including major construction activi-
ty for the Regional Connector
Project, the Crenshaw/LAX Line
and extension of the Purple Line
subway. It also includes $1.510 bil-
lion in funding for other transit agen-
cies in L.A. County, as well as local
funding for the county’s 88 cities
and unincorporated areas – a $205
million increase over FY 2017 as a
result of Measure M.
Metro will also continue its focus

on maintaining its fleet, rail lines,
transit stations and facilities in a
state of good repair. Bus acquisition
activities for FY 2018 include pro-
curement of two types of buses,
including 53 new compressed natur-
al gas (CNG) buses to replace exist-

ing CNG buses scheduled for retire-
ment. The purchase will reduce the
average age of the fleet and make
bus service more efficient.
Ten new electric buses will also be

tested on the Metro Orange Line and
the Metro Silver Line. Additionally,
Metro will take delivery of 48 new
light rail vehicles during FY 2018,
and will increase heavy rail vehicle
procurement for the Purple Line
Extension subway project to replace
the aging heavy rail fleet.
Construction will also continue on

the Regional Connector,
Crenshaw/LAX Line and the Purple
Line Extension. Metro is expected to
break ground on two additional
Measure M projects: the Airport
Connector project and the Gold Line
Foothill Extension Phase 2B to
Claremont.
For information, visit metro.net.

Metro budget includes Purple Line
Extension funds and other projects

photo courtesy of Metro

The Los Angeles County
Metropolitan Transportation
Authority’s (Metro) contractor
Walsh/Shea Corridor
Constructors will implement
nightly lane closures on the San
Diego (405) Freeway through
Saturday, June 10.
The closures are necessary for

construction of a light-rail bridge
for the Crenshaw/LAX Transit
Project. The nightly lane closures
are from 10 p.m. to 5 a.m. 
Two lanes will be closed each

night.
The northbound side of the

freeway will have lane restrictions
between the Century Boulevard
off-ramp and the La Tijera
Boulevard on-ramp through

Saturday, June 3. The southbound
lanes will have five nights of clo-
sures between the La Cienega and
Manchester Boulevard off-ramps
from Monday, June 5 through
Saturday, June 10. The high occu-
pancy vehicle (car pool) lanes will
also be closed.
Message signs will be posted

prior to the lane reductions. The
California Highway Patrol will
oversee the operations. The 8.5-
mile Crenshaw/LAX Line is a
$2.058 billion light-rail project
that will connect the Green Line
and the Expo Line. It is expected
to open in 2019.
For information, call the project

hotline at (213)922-2736, or visit
facebook.com/crenshawrail.

Lane closures on 405 until June 10

http://beverlyhills.org/living/constructionprojects/constructionactivities/?NFR=1
https://www.bogiesliquor.com
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At the Original Farmers Market
6333 W. 3rd St. • 323.939.7792

www.mrmarcel.com
Locations in Santa Monica & at LAX Airport

Your friendly 
gourmet market!

New DTLA whiskey
lounge
Miro Restaurant in downtown

Los Angeles is celebrating its
one-year anniversary tonight, June
1, by launching an underground
whiskey lounge and party from 8 to
11 p.m. Enjoy hors d’oeuvres,
whiskey tastings, music, a DJ and
drink specials. A special steak and
whiskey pairing menu is also avail-
able through June 20, ranging in
price from $65 to $900. RSVP
required for the party by visiting
miro1year.eventbrite.com. 888

Wilshire Blvd., (213)988-8880.

Celebrate National
Doughnut Day
Astro Doughnuts & Fried

Chicken is celebrating
National Doughnut Day on Friday,
June 2 with a limited-edition cherry
pie doughnut featuring cherry com-
pote filling, shortbread crumble and
tart cherry vanilla glaze. National
Doughnut Day honors women who
served doughnuts to soldiers during
World War I. Astro Doughnuts &
Fried Chicken will donate proceeds

from each $3.50 doughnut sold to
military families being assisted by
the Fisher House Foundation. 516
W. Sixth St., (213)622-7876.

Wellness Days at
Avalon Hotel
Celebrity fitness trainer Kit Rich

will teach a free poolside
pilates fusion class for hotel guests
at Avalon Hotel Beverly Hills every
first Saturday of the month through
September. Non-hotel guests may
bring a yoga mat and attend the
morning workout for $25 per class.
Classes are offered on Saturdays,
June 3, July 1, Aug. 5 and Sept. 9 at
9 a.m. After the one-hour class,
Viviane Restaurant will serve dish-
es from a “Kit approved” three-

course wellness menu for $23 per
person. Menu items include acai
cups, beet root cured salmon and
cashew date mousse with pistachio
crumble and fig syrup. Bottomless
mimosas or bellinis are included,
and fresh juice is available for an
additional fee. 9400 W. Olympic
Blvd., (310)277-5221.

Pedal on the Pier
The Santa Monica Pier will host

“Pedal on the Pier,” a five-
hour/100-mile spin-a-thon
fundraiser on Sunday, June 4 fea-
turing riders on hundreds of station-
ary spin bikes. The event attracts
1,500 participants for a day of fun,
exercise, music and entertainment.
Food is offered by Wahoo’s Fish
Tacos and Planet Smoothie. An

over 21 lounge allows riders and
supporters to indulge in beer and
libations. “Pedal on the Pier” raises
$850,000 each year for the Harold
Robinson Foundation, which
enables children to go to camp.
Celebrities such as model and
actress Molly Sims, “Shameless’”
Shanola Hampton and Emma
Kenney, basketball stars Paul
Pierce and Kareem Rush, and
KTLA’s Courtney Friel will attend.
Red carpet arrivals are from 9:30 to
10:30 a.m. and the ride is from 11
a.m. to 4 p.m. Registered riders will
receive a free T-shirt, gift bag, meal
ticket and access to the 21 and over
lounge. There will also be a cash
bar with beer and wine. “Pedal on
the Pier” is also offering limited
$100 tickets for spectators to the

RESTAURANT NEWS
By Jill Weinlein

See Restaurant News page 15

6333 W. Third St. • Farmers Market 
323.938.5131 • www.marcondas.com

Family Owned at the Farmers Market for 75 Years

USDA Prime New York Steaks

All natural, no anitbiotics.

$1998

per lb.

with this ad
Good through 

6/7/17

http://www.farmersmarketla.com
http://fmbars.com
http://www.marcondas.com
https://www.mrmarcel.com
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Otium at The Broad
The grand opulence of the museum is shared by the neighboring restaurant

by Jill Weinlein

The last time my husband and
I explored The Broad, we
strolled over to the contem-

porary urban Otium restaurant
designed by architect Osvaldo
Maiozzi. With its striking box-like
design, we peeked inside and
admired the soaring ceiling and
handmade glass pieces that resem-
bled falling raindrops. The open
elegant kitchen is near a long bar
with floor-to-ceiling shelves
stocked with bottles lined up like
soldiers. Bartenders were climbing
and pushing the tall, rolling ladder

from side to side to grab bottles up
near the top. It was lively and fun,
so we made a note to come back
another time for dinner.
With tickets in hand to the open-

ing night of “Jersey Boys” at the
Ahmanson Theatre, we decided to
make an impromptu visit to Otium
for a pre-theater dinner. Without
reservations, we were seated at a
long communal table next to anoth-
er couple from Manhattan Beach. It
was their first time dining at Otium
too, before seeing a show at the
nearby Walt Disney Concert Hall. 

We told our server we had theatre
tickets for the 8 p.m. show and
needed to leave by 7:45 p.m. He
assured us that he would do his
best, and recommended a few dish-
es that could be prepared quickly.
The chef of Otium, Timothy

Hollingsworth, was once the chef
de cuisine at Thomas Keller’s
French Laundry, earning the dis-
tinctive James Beard Rising Star
Chef award in 2010, so we were
expecting a great meal. 
Even though we were dining

indoors, it was near the outdoor
patio, offering views of the 100-
year-old olive trees gracing The
Broad’s park-like plaza. Looking
up, we gazed in wonder at the
restaurant’s open mezzanine with a
private dining area and vertical gar-
den created by LA Urban Farms.
Hollingsworth utilizes its herbs,
vegetables and edible flowers to
enhance each menu item.
The wine list offers more than 20

wines by the glass – some as much
as $22 per glass – and an extensive
offering of bottled wine. If you pre-
fer to bring your own bottle, a $35
corkage fee applies. 
Freshly baked bread arranged in

a cloverleaf pattern arrived in a
mini cast-iron skillet glistening
with butter, chopped chives, herbs
and a sprinkling of sea salt. 
A plate of wood-fired octopus

arrived next with a long tentacle
sticking straight up saluting us.
Hollingsworth combines octopus
with a variety of spices, maybe a
bay leaf, a pinch of thyme, garlic,
salt and pepper. I’m sure he
squeezed fresh lemon before and
after grilling. The octopus was
served on tzatziki spread with thin-
ly sliced cucumber medallions and

pickled red onion ribbons with a
few arugula leaves offering a pep-
pery enhancement. 
Another dish from the sea was

the ceviche made with a combina-
tion of kanpachi (Amberjack or
Japanese yellowfish), sliced squid,
chopped green tomatoes, shrimp
and avocado. A few squeezes of
lime juice, chopped parsley, salt
and thinly sliced aji peppers daz-
zled the fresh and chunky ceviche
served in an artistic blue Irving
Place Studios hand-thrown ceramic
bowl. 
Our waiter recommended the

falafel plate, with four deep-fried,
ground chickpea balls placed on a
puree of chickpea and eggplant
with cucumber, Meyer lemon, pars-
ley and micro greens. There wasn’t
anything spectacular about this
small mezze plate for $17. I’m
unsure why our server singled it
out, however his suggestion about-
the grapefruit avocado salad was a
winner, with ancient amaranth
grains, thinly sliced radish, a sprin-
kling of sesame seeds and glaze of

miso dressing.
Even though the service was

friendly, our dishes took longer
coming out of the kitchen than we
had hoped. While apologizing
repeatedly, our server inquired in
the kitchen about my husband’s
poached halibut several times,
before finally bringing it out. At
almost $40, it was a disappointing
piece of bland fish, with an
unmemorable Green Goddess
glaze on top of a jardiniere of
mixed vegetables and caramelized
onions. 
We paid our bill and ran to the

theater as the lights were dimming.
Fortunately, the show was better
than our experience at Otium and
the evening ended on a high note. 
The restaurant is open for week-

end brunch from 11 a.m. to 2:30
p.m., lunch from Tuesday to Friday
from 11:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.,
snacks Tuesday through Sunday
from 2:30 p.m. to 5:30 p.m., and
dinner nightly starting at 5:30 p.m.
Closed on Mondays. $$$ 222 S.
Hope St. (213)935-8500.

private event, which includes
access to the festivities, food and
beverages, dancing and children’s
activities. To register for a “Pedal
on the Pier” team or donate to the
Harold Robinson Foundation, visit
pedalonthepier.org. 200 Santa
Monica Pier, (310)458-8901.

Special onePULSE
fundraiser at 
The Abbey
On Monday, June 5, David

Cooley, owner of The Abbey
Food & Bar, and Barbara Poma,
owner of Pulse Nightclub in
Orlando, are co-hosting a fundrais-
er for the onePULSE Foundation.
The event commemorates the one-
year anniversary of the Pulse
Nightclub tragedy and will be held
at The Chapel at The Abbey at 7
p.m. A cocktail reception will be
followed by a multi-course dinner
with Ketel One cocktails. Survivors
will share stories. Tickets are limit-
ed to 125 people and are available
for $150 by visiting theabbeywe-
ho.com.onepulse. Following the
dinner, a special charity drag show
will be held at 9:30 p.m. Donations
for the show will be accepted at the
door and 100 percent of ticket sales
will be donated to the onePULSE
Foundation to support the construc-
tion andmaintenance of a memorial,
as well as grants for survivors and

victims’ families. Proceeds also sup-
port an educational program, schol-
arships and a future museum show-
casing historic artifacts and stories
commemorating the tragedy. 692 N.
Robertson Blvd., (310)289-8410.

Wine and Paint Nite
Katsuya L.A. Live has partnered

with Paint Nite to present a
night of fun on Monday, June 5
from 7 to 9 p.m. Participants will be
guided by a professional artist and
party host in creating a painting
with an “Island Palms” theme. All
supplies will be provided, and par-
ticipants will receive 15 percent off
a la carte food and drinks. The
event is $45 per guest. Additional
“paint nite” parties are on Monday,
June 19 with an “I Love L.A.”
theme, and Monday, July 10 featur-
ing an “OMG” theme. Dinner
reservations encouraged prior to the
event. 800 W. Olympic Blvd.,
(213)747-9797.

Trejo’s Coffee and
Donuts
Actor Danny Trejo’s newest

food offerings – doughnuts
and coffee – are available in a new
space at the corner of Highland
Avenue and Santa Monica
Boulevard. With the success of
Trejo’s Tacos, Trejo’s Truck and
Trejo’s Cantina, he has introduced
pastry chef Dianne Crame’s sweet
treats prepared with a Mexican
flair. The doughnuts come in fla-
vors such as horchata, Mexican hot

chocolate, tres leches and tequila-
lime margarita doughnuts. Guests
can also enjoy plain, glazed, cinna-
mon crumb and vegan banana cake
varieties. A doughnut shaped like a
machete is available in honor of
Trejo’s movie by the same name,
and a nacho doughnut includes
jalapeños and cheddar cheese. The
coffee is Trejo’s special blend,
roasted in Los Angeles. It’s served
hot or cold as espresso, latte and
caffe con leche. Local artist Man
One’s original murals can also be
seen on the building’s exterior.
6785 Santa Monica Blvd.,
(323)462-4600.

New seafood
concept at Grand
Central Market
Los Angeles-based chef MarkPeel has unveiled Prawn, a new
outlet serving a coastal-casual
menu at Grand Central Market.
Peel’s new broth-based seafood
options include warm albacore
salad, Seattle fish stew, lobster rolls
and fish and chips. For vegetarians,
Peel has created seasonally-
inspired grain bowls with roasted
cauliflower, and a “Sunny Side”
bowl layered with barley and
quinoa, roasted broccolini, pickled
sweet pepper, spiced almonds and
sorrel pesto. Diners can request it
topped with a sunny side up egg.
Prawn is open daily for lunch and
dinner and offers a selection of
exclusive seasonal wines and craft
beers. 317 S. Broadway, (213)628-
3400.

The MV Grab & Go
Mar Vista restaurant executive

chefs D. Brandon Walker, Jill
Davie and Jorge Rivas recently
opened their second culinary con-
cept – The MV Grab & Go – a
counter-service café located across
the street from The Mar Vista
restaurant. The MV Grab & Go is
open daily for breakfast, lunch and
dinner. It’s an ideal spot for quick
and accessible chef-driven items to
enjoy onsite, at home or at summer
picnics. Menu items include wild
salmon wraps, torn potato poutine
with guajillo pork, chicken sand-
wiches, pork shoulder quesadillas,
all-day breakfast tacos and com-
plete family style dinners. The
chefs also offer a selection of
house-made cold pressed juices and
a “cup of Joe” with partner Venice
Grind Coffee Company located
next door. 12226 Venice Blvd.,
(310)751-6773.

Boa Steakhouse’s
new meat and
vegan menu
Boa Steakhouse, a modern
steakhouse restaurant in West

Hollywood and Santa Monica, has
launched a new vegan, plant-based
lunch and dinner menu to supple-
ment its specialty prime meats.
Executive chefs David Plonowski,
at the West Hollywood location,
and Michael Neflas, at the Santa
Monica restaurant, have also added
Japanese, Italian and

Mediterranean-inspired dishes.
New menu items include sweet
corn soup, beet poke, vegan
“bacon” guacamole burgers and
vegan Mediterranean panelle. Meat
lovers will enjoy bison rib-eyes,
ostrich filets and lamb T-bone
steaks. 9200 Sunset Blvd.,
(310)278-2050; 101 Santa Monica
Blvd., (310)899-4466.

Summer fun at
TART Restaurant 
Enjoy the warm weather on
TART’s outdoor patio with the

restaurant’s new happy hour featur-
ing $6 bottled beers, $7 house
wines and $8 classic cocktails. Bar
bites from chef Joshua Pebbles
such as duck liver toast, pork meat-
balls in marinara and lobster tacos
are $9 or less on the happy hour
menu. 115 S. Fairfax Ave.,
(323)556-2608.

Beach happy hour
Tower 12 in Hermosa Beachoffers the happiest happy hour
hangout every Monday through
Friday from 3 to 6 p.m. All shots,
and bottled and canned beer are 50
percent off. 32-ounce draft beers
are priced as pints. Wines by the
glass are $4.50 to $6. Happy hour
bites include cauliflower tempura
for $5, burrata toast, cheese steak
poppers, smoked meatballs and
prosciutto di San Daniele are $5.50
each. Collins’ big eye tuna poke is
$6. 53 Pier Ave., (310)379-6400.

photo by Jill Weinlein
Grilled octopus is brightened with a squeeze of lemon and complement-
ed with tzatziki spread.

photo by Jill Weinlein
Grapefruit and avocado salad with thinly sliced radish and miso dressing
was a winner at the high-end Otium restaurant.

Restaurant News
From page 14
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POLICE BLOTTER

Beverly Hills Police
Department
May 15
An unknown male suspect robbed
a victim in the 9300 block of
Wilshire. The suspect was approx-
imately 5 feet 8 inches tall. No fur-
ther information was provided.

Three unknown male suspects
committed a burglary in the 1100
block of Hillcrest Road. One sus-
pect was approximately 27 years
old, 6 feet 3 inches tall and 220
pounds, while the second suspect
was approximately 5 feet 10 inch-
es tall and 165 pounds and the
third was 5 feet 6 inches tall and
160 pounds. The loss was esti-
mated at $9,000.

An identity theft was reported in
the 300 block of McCarty Drive.

An unknown male suspect com-
mitted an identity theft in the 300
block of S. Rexford Drive. The
suspect was approximately 5 feet
5 inches tall and 150 pounds.

An unknown suspect committed a
grand theft in the 9200 block of
Beverly. The loss was estimated at
$2,700.

An identity theft was reported in
the 200 block of Lasky Drive.

An unknown male suspect com-
mitted a grand theft in the 200
block of N. Rodeo Drive. The loss
was estimated at $1,750.

May 16
An unknown suspect committed a
grand theft in the 100 block of
Reeves Drive. The loss was esti-
mated at $59,500.

An unknown male suspect
assaulted a victim in the 600 block
of N. Rexford Drive. No further
information was provided.

An unknown suspect committed a
burglary near Gregory Way and
Tower Drive. The loss was esti-
mated at $135.

An identity theft was reported in
the 400 block of N. Oakhurst
Drive.

May 17
An unknown male suspect
assaulted a victim in the 100 block
of S. Canon Drive. The suspect
was approximately 16 years old, 6
feet tall and 190 pounds.

A burglary was reported in the 300
block of N. Canon Drive. The male
suspect was approximately 59
years old, 5 feet 6 inches tall and
160 pounds.

An unknown female suspect
assaulted a victim in the 100 block
of S. Clark Drive. The suspect was
approximately 33 years old, 5 feet
1 inches tall and 118 pounds.

May 18
An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 200 block of S.
Linden Drive. The loss was esti-
mated at $520.

An unknown suspect committed a

burglary in the 100 block of S.
Palm Drive. The loss was estimat-
ed at $4,500.

An identity theft was reported in
the 9600 block of Santa Monica.
The loss was valued at $150.

May 19
An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim in the 9400 block of
Wilshire. No further information
was provided.

A burglary was reported in the 300
block of S. Beverly Drive. The loss
was estimated at $1,910.

May 20
An unknown suspect committed a
grand theft in the 9900 block of
Santa Monica. The loss was esti-
mated at $5,385.

An unknown male suspect com-
mitted a burglary in the 400 block
of N. Canon Drive. The suspect
was approximately 5 feet 7 inches
tall and 180 pounds.

An unknown female suspect com-
mitted a grand theft near Angelo
and Chevy Chase Drives. The loss
was estimated at $850.

May 21
A burglary was reported in the 700
block of Palm Drive. No further
information was provided.

An unknown suspect committed a
grand theft near N. Crescent Drive
and Lomitas. The loss was esti-
mated at $8,100.

West Hollywood 
Sheriff’s Station
May 22
At 1 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a grand theft in the
8500 block of Sunset.

An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 7100 block of
Santa Monica at 4:35 p.m.

At 4:40 p.m., an unknown suspect
robbed a victim in the 1000 block
of La Brea.

An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 1200 block of
Sunset Plaza at 6:30 p.m.

At 7:35 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 7100
block of Santa Monica.

An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 1200 block of
Detroit at 8:30 p.m.

At 9 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 1000
block of Fuller.

May 23
At 8 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 700
block of West Knoll.

An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 8500 block of
Holloway at 4 p.m.

At 9:47 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 7100
block of Santa Monica.

May 24
At 1:08 a.m., a suspect assaulted
a victim during a domestic vio-
lence incident in the 1000 block of
N. Doheny Road.

An unknown suspect committed a
theft in the 7500 block of Santa
Monica at 2 p.m.

At 2:18 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 8900
block of Santa Monica.

An unknown suspect committed a
grand theft in the 8700 block of W.
Sunset at 9 p.m.

At 9:15 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a grand theft in the
8900 block of Sunset.

May 25
At 1:30 a.m., an unknown suspect
assaulted a victim in the 8600
block of Santa Monica.

An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 600 block of N.
Kings at 5:15 a.m.

At 6 a.m., an unknown suspect
assaulted a victim in the 9000
block of Elevado.

An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 8900 block of
Ashcroft at 7:40 p.m.

At 9:10 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 7400
block of Santa Monica.

May 26
At noon, an unknown suspect
assaulted a victim near the corner
of Sherwood and Westmount.

An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim in the 8900 block of Sunset
at 5:50 p.m.

May 27
At 2 a.m., an unknown suspect
assaulted a victim in the 600 block
of N. San Vicente.

An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 8600 block of
Melrose at 10:35 a.m.

Los Angeles Police
Department
May 21
A suspect assaulted a victim dur-
ing a domestic violence incident
near the corner of Sunset and
Cahuenga at 2:30 a.m.

At 6:30 a.m., a suspect assaulted
a victim during a domestic vio-
lence incident in the 6500 block of
W. Sunset.

An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 1500 block of
Schrader at 11:15 a.m.

At 11:25 a.m., an unknown sus-
pect committed a petty theft in the
5900 block of Wilshire.

An unknown suspect robbed a vic-
tim near the corner of Las Palmas
and Leland Way at 12:15 p.m.

May 22
At 5:08 a.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
2000 block of Pinehurst.

An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 6200 block of
Banner at 6 a.m.

At 7 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft near the
corner of De Longpre and Wilcox.

An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 1800 block of
N. Argyle at 7 a.m.

At 11 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft near the
corner of Fairfax and Rosewood.

An unknown suspect stole a vehi-
cle parked in the 800 block of N.
Martel at noon.

At 3 p.m., an unknown suspect
stole a vehicle parked in the 200
block of S. Norton.

An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 6100 block of
Lindenhurst at 3 p.m.

At 8:50 p.m., an unknown suspect
robbed a victim in the 800 block of
N. Western.

An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 1000 block of N.
Fuller at 9 p.m.

At 10 p.m., a suspect stole a bicy-
cle in the 13200 block of
Cherokee.

May 23
At 10:25 a.m., an unknown sus-
pect committed a petty theft in the
8500 block of Beverly.

An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 600 block of S.
Citrus at 11 a.m.

At 2:30 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 5500
block of W. Sixth.

An unknown suspect robbed a vic-
tim in the 5500 block of Wilshire at
3:50 p.m.

At 4 p.m., an unknown suspect
assaulted a victim near the corner
of Rosewood and Wilton Place.

An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked near the corner of
Hollywood and Ivar at 4:30 p.m.

At 5:50 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 800
block of Poinsettia Place.

A suspect assaulted a victim dur-
ing a domestic violence incident in
the 800 block of N. Citrus at 7 p.m.

At 8:32 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 800
block of S. La Brea.

An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 6200 block of
Afton Place at 9 p.m.

At 10 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 7000
block of Lanewood.

May 24
At 2 a.m., an unknown suspect
assaulted a victim near the corner
of Orange and Hawthorn.

An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 100 block of N.
Orlando at noon.

At 1:25 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 7100
block of W. Sunset.

An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 1100 block of N.
Western at 3 p.m.

At 7:45 p.m., an unknown suspect
robbed a victim near the corner of
Hollywood and Vine.

An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 600 block of
N. Rossmore at 10:30 p.m.

At 11:30 p.m., an unknown sus-
pect committed a petty theft in the
7000 block of Hollywood.

May 25
An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 5000 block of
Wilshire at 1:27 a.m.

At 10 a.m., an unknown suspect

stole a vehicle parked in the 700
block of El Centro.

An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 400 block of S.
Fuller at 11:30 a.m.

At 1:15 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a robbery in the 300
block of N. Fairfax.

An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 5600 block of
Lexington at 4 p.m.

At 8:55 p.m., an unknown suspect
stole a vehicle parked in the 1300
block of N. Las Palmas.

An unknown suspect robbed a vic-
tim in the 500 block of N. Gower at
9:20 p.m.

At 10:55 p.m., an unknown sus-
pect robbed a victim in the 6200
block of Wilshire.

May 26
At 12:08 a.m., an unknown sus-
pect robbed a victim near the cor-
ner of Highland and Eighth.

An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 300 block of S.
Burnside at 1 a.m.

At 1:15 a.m., an unknown suspect
robbed a victim near the corner of
De Longpre and Seward.

An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft near the corner of
Sunset and Vine at 12:40 p.m.

At 2 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 1000
block of N. Western.

An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 6600 block of W.
Sunset at 6:20 p.m.

At 7:30 p.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
1900 block of Hillcrest.

An unknown suspect robbed a vic-
tim near the corner of Crenshaw
and Wilshire at 7:30 p.m.

At 9 p.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
5600 block of Wilshire.

An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 6900 block of
Bonita Terrace at 9 p.m.

At 9:15 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a grand theft in the 300
block of N. Spaulding.

An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 6600 block of
Hollywood at 10:40 p.m.

At 11 p.m., an unknown suspect
stole a vehicle parked in the 1800
block of N. La Brea.

An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 1500 block of
Vine at 11:15 p.m.

May 27
An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 700 block of S.
Detroit at 2:30 a.m.

At 10:30 a.m., an unknown sus-
pect committed a petty theft in the
7100 block of Beverly.

An unknown suspect stole a vehi-
cle parked in the 6300 block of
Lexington at 2:30 p.m.

At 7:30 p.m., an unknown suspect
stole a vehicle parked near the
corner of Selma and Wilcox.

An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 100 block of N. La
Cienega at 7:30 p.m.

An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim in the 6200 block of
Hollywood at 8:17 p.m.

The following crimes occurred in West Hollywood, Beverly Hills and the
areas patrolled by the LAPD’s Wilshire and Hollywood divisions between
May 15 and May 27. The information was compiled from www.crimemap-
ping.com. To report a crime, call local law enforcement agencies: Los
Angeles Police Department, Wilshire Division (213)473-0476, Los Angeles
County Sheriff’s Department West Hollywood Station (310)855-8850, and
the Beverly Hills Police Department, (310)550-4951.
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“L.A.’s Largest Selection of Floor Covering”

4849 Santa Monica Blvd. • (323)469-0063 • www.linocity.com

http://linoleumcity.com
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congratulations 
graduates!

5969 Melrose Ave.• (corner of Wilcox)
(323)467-7124

We’ve got all the decorations to
make your Graduation Party

a BIG SUCCESS!

10% off all merchandise in the store
with this coupon!

discounted merchandise, balloons and balloon delivery excluded

SUMMER SCHOOL & CAMPS
What’s Happening at Our Local Schools & Camps This Summer

Registration •  Dates • Activities 

The second annual Notre Dame
High School/Thrive In Joy Nick
Fagnano Foundation Baseball
Extravaganza will be held on
Saturday, June 17 at the Notre
Dame High School baseball stadi-
um in Sherman Oaks.

The event celebrates baseball,
friends and family – specially the
bond between fathers and their chil-
dren.

The day begins at 11 a.m. with a
two hour Junior Players’ Skills
Clinic for players 7-13 years-old
with Notre Dame High School JV
coach Brian Milone. After lunch,
players 16 to 60-plus will partici-
pate in a co-ed softball game. The
day concludes with a baseball game
under the stadium lights open to all
current and former varsity baseball
players 18 to 60-plus years old.

The registration fee for junior
players will include lunch, a T-shirt
and more. Players will be grouped
by skill level for pitching, hitting,
running, fielding and mental strate-
gy training. The registration fee for
softball and baseball players
includes a barbecue dinner, T-shirt,
baseball cap and more. The barbe-
cue is open to players and specta-
tors.  

The Thrive in Joy Nick Fagnano
Foundation was formed in memory
of Nick Fagnano (Notre Dame
High School Class of 2012), whose
life was taken on Sunday, July 27,
2014, when a rare lighting storm
struck Venice Beach. Nick loved
playing baseball from age 4
through junior college. He was

never more proud than when he
wore the uniform of the Notre
Dame Knights.

When Nick was 13, he organized
a baseball equipment drive for chil-
dren in the Dominican Republic
after seeing a TV documentary
about how much Dominicans loved
baseball yet children played the
game with rocks for balls and sticks
for bats. Nick succeeded in sending
over 200 pounds of gear to the
Dominican Republic.

After Nick’s passing, his parents,
Mary and Jay, felt drawn to the
Dominican Republic. Following
their first trip to the country, they
established the Thrive in Joy Nick
Fagnano Foundation to support
children at Tia Tatiana School and
the Remar Orphanage – Vision
Trust programs in Santo Domingo.
They now make two trips a year to

the Dominican Republic and invite
others to join them.

The Foundation also supports the
Los Angeles Chapter of the
Jefferson Awards Students in
Action Community Service
Program, the USC Sol Price School
of Public Policy Nick Fagnano
Memorial Endowment, the Notre
Dame High School Senior Baseball
Player Award for Outstanding
Character, and the St. Brendan
Grade School Graduation Award
for Outstanding Character. 

All proceeds from the Baseball
Extravaganza will benefit the foun-
dation’s ongoing work in the
Dominican Republic.

Notre Dame High School is
located at 13645 Riverside Drive,
Sherman Oaks. 

For information and registration,
visit thriveinjoy.org.

Baseball extravaganza honors memory 
of the late Nick Fagnano

photo courtesy of the Thrive In Joy Nick Fagnano Foundation
The baseball extravagana will be held June 17.

The Drake Law Firm has
launched its “Superhero
Scholarship” program for students
seeking to pursue higher education.

A $1,500 scholarship is available
for a high school senior or college
student enrolled in a two- to five-
year institution in 2017-2018. The
Drake Law Firm has offices in Los
Angeles and San Francisco.

“We all have been given assis-
tance to achieve our education and
career dreams, and I want to pay it
forward and help a student achieve
their own dreams and further his or
her educational aspirations,” said
Benjamin Drake, founder of the
Drake Law Firm.

A minimum GPA is not required
for the scholarship, which will be

awarded to a student who submits a
video (30-120 seconds) explaining
who inspires them – the superhero
or superheroes that have influenced
their education.

“Also, tell us how this scholar-
ship will help you reach your goals
in an essay expanding on the con-
tent of your video, which must be
400 to 1,000 words,” Drake added.

Videos should be uploaded to
YouTube and the Drake Law Firm
Superhero Scholarship should be
mentioned in the video and
tagged.Include the YouTube link
when filling out the scholarship
application.

Applications are due by Dec. 31
and the scholarship will be award-
ed on Feb. 1. For information, visit

Scholarship available for student
inspired by a ‘superhero’ in their life

The Gabriella Foundation is
hosting its annual Gabri Awards
Gala on Sunday, June 11 from 5 to
8 p.m. at Paramount Picture
Studios.

The Foundation is honoring
Andrew Kin and the Connie Kin
Memorial Fund. The Gala cele-
brates 17 years of The Gabriella
Foundation transforming the lives
of Los Angeles youth through
dance, and 12 years of education
excellence through the Gabriella
Charter School.

The gala will feature perfor-
mances by students from the
“Everybody Dance!” after-school
program and company, the
Gabriella Charter School and a

work commissioned by Versa-Style
Dance Company. Awards will be
presented by the Foundation’s
founder, Liza Bercovici.

Andrew Kin established a fund
for his late wife, Connie Kin, who
was passionate about dance and
helping those less fortunate. In an
effort to continue his wife’s legacy,
Kin reached out to Bercovici and
visited Gabriella Charter School,
where he has headed the school’s
strategic planning operations.

A cocktail reception begins at 5
p.m., followed by the program and
performances. Tickets start at $300.
Paramount Pictures Studios is
located at 5555 Melrose Ave. For
information, visit gabri.org.

Gabri Awards gala at Paramount Studios

https://www.immaculateheart.org/page/Home
http://www.vineamericanparty.com
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The final project created by stu-
dents in Immaculate Heart High
School’s “Engineering Your
World” class was up in the air – 30
feet in the air, in fact.
The project was attached to an

aerial imaging probe that the stu-
dents raised to the required height
with five large helium balloons to
test the efficacy of their designs.
The probe was a complex piece of
equipment built to withstand repeat-
ed drops from a height of approxi-
mately nine meters, or 30 feet.
In addition to designing and con-

structing a protective shell, and a
mechanism to control the probe’s
descent, students built and pro-
grammed a circuit to control an
onboard camera and altimeter. With
the circuit, they set the probe to
activate its camera and take photos
of its descent.
The project was the culmination

of a year of innovation and required
students to use all the skills they’ve
learned in the new class, which was
introduced for the first time this
school year. From designing and
constructing a simple rubber band-
powered cardboard car to creating
functional pinhole cameras and aer-
ial probes, the course challenged
the students to think like engineers.
And no wonder, the class was

designed by NASA engineers in
partnership with the University of
Texas, Austin. Science chair and
course instructor Rob Vondrak
spent two weeks last summer train-
ing in the curriculum in preparation
for the class being held at
Immaculate Heart.
With each task, students were

given few explicit instructions

rather than the detailed rubrics
other courses provide. The inten-
tional ambiguity led them to work
collaboratively and independently
to solve problems.
“Students kept talking and asking

questions, like engineers do, to
determine each step in the process,”
Vondrak said. “These brainstorm-
ing techniques helped them arrive
at a decision.”
As they progressed in the class,

students used the lessons learned in
previous assignments to help solve
new problems.
“Each project gave students the

skills they would need for the next
one,” Vondrak said. “The entire
way we learned how engineers
solve problems through the engi-
neering design process.”
Students have also applied the

skills to other areas of their life.
“Some seniors have told me that

they used a Pugh chart to help them
decide colleges,” Vondrak said.
A Pugh chart, or decision matrix,

allows an individual to score alter-
native solutions to a problem on a
set of criteria. The scores can then
be compared, showing students the
overall effectiveness of one solu-
tion against another. “Engineering
Your World” has given students the
opportunity to not only design and
build interesting devices, but also to
develop a new way of examining
problems and finding solutions,
Vondrak said. “Teaching the class
this year has been a great learning
experience for me,” Vondrak
added. “We’ve accomplished a lot.”
Immaculate Heart is an all-girls

Catholic school founded in 1906 at
the corner of Western and Franklin
Avenues. For information, call
(323)461-3651, or visit immacu-
lateheart.org.

Students engineer aerial probe at Immaculate Heart 

photo courtesy of Callie Webb/Immaculate Heart High School
Instructor Rob Vondrak challenged student engineers when he departed
from typical classroon assignments.

Congress members help foster
youth on annual ‘shadow’ day
Rep. Karen Bass (D-CA) and the bipartisan Congressional Caucus on

Foster Youth hosted more than 100 current and former foster youth as
part of the 6th annual Foster Youth Shadow Day in Washington, D.C.
Every year, the event allows youth to share their experiences in foster

care directly with members of Congress to help inform and improve
child welfare policy. This year’s group came from more than 36 states.
“Any time a foster youth falls through the cracks, the government is

really the one responsible,” Bass said. “When we remove children from
their parents, it’s the government that becomes the parents. What can we
do better? What are the tangible solutions? We had over 100 youth from
all over the country speaking to members of Congress representing over
90 different congressional districts. Especially in a time marred by par-
tisanship, what can bring this country together are our children. We can
come together and work to raise foster youth voices.”
Bass was shadowed by three former foster youth – Leo Jimenez,

Doniesha Thomas and Michael Rogalski – all of whom who have spent
time in at least seven housing placements. Jiminez and Thomas are pic-
tured with the congresswoman.
In 21 years of care, Jiminez spent time in 22 housing placements. This

fall, he is graduating from West Los Angeles College and starting studies
at New York University.
“We have someone (Bass) that is advocating for us that hasn’t been in

our shoes but is willing to … put herself in our shoes to know our
needs,” Jiminez said. “She’s very involved in our future. She’s given me
a voice.”

photo courtesy of Rep. Karen Bass’ Office
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC
HEARING

The Beverly Hills City Coun-
cil, at its regular meeting to
be held on Tuesday, June
13, 2017, at 7:00 p.m., in the
City Hall Council Chamber,
455 N. Rexford Drive, Bev-
erly Hills, CA, will hold a
public hearing to consider
adoption of:

A RESOLUTION OF THE
COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
BEVERLY HILLS APPROV-
ING A MEMORANDUM OF
UNDERSTANDING FOR
THE FORMATION OF THE
SANTA MONICA BASIN
GROUNDWATER SUS-
TAINABILITY AGENCY

The proposed resolution
would establish a Memoran-
dum of Understanding
(MOU) with Santa Monica,
the Los Angeles Department
of Water & Power (LADWP),
Culver City, and Los Ange-
les County to form a
Groundwater Sustainability
Agency (GSA) for the Santa
Monica Basin under the
2014 Sustainable Ground-
water Management Act
(SGMA).  This legislative act
empowers local agencies to
adopt groundwater manage-
ment plans tailored to the re-
sources and needs of their
communities.  State legisla-
tion requires a formal public
hearing to receive any public
comment on the formation of
a GSA via MOU approval.

Copies of the proposed res-
olution are available for re-
view in the City Clerk’s
office, Room 290, 455 N.
Rexford Drive, Beverly Hills.
These documents can also
be found on the City’s web-
site at
www.beverlyhills.org/ground
water. Any interested person
may attend the meeting and
speak.  Written comments
may also be submitted and
should be addressed to the
City Council, c/o City Clerk,
455 N. Rexford Drive, Bev-
erly Hills, CA, 90210.  The
comments should be re-
ceived prior to the hearing
date.  If you need more infor-
mation, please contact
Caitlin Sims at (310) 285-
2499.

Please note that if you chal-
lenge the Council's action in
regard to this matter in court,
you may be limited to raising
only those issues you or
someone else raised at the
public hearing described in
this notice, or in written cor-
respondence delivered to
the City, either at or prior to
the public hearing.

BYRON POPE, CMC
City Clerk

Across
1. Besides
4. Duds
8. Parrot landing
13. Bolt
14. “The Kite Runner” protago
nist
15. Harsh
16. Ordinal-number ending
17. Nullify
18. Discredits
19. Orwell classic
22. Crescent shaped object
23. Pitch
24. Native
28. Urgent appeal
33. Buddhist who has attained 
Nirvana
35. Foe of the Iroquois
36. James classic
42. Inkling
43. Old-fashioned rewards
44. Honey or sugar
47. Compose a quick note
52. Put on
54. U.N. agency
55. DH Lawrence classic
60. Baby
62. Cancel
63. Potted
64. Powerful people
65. Was in debt
66. Back to square __
67. Crumbling
68. Hostels
69. Sticky beach problem

Down
1. Go from 3 to 9, say
2. Surpass
3. Present
4. Was philanthropic

5. Word of agreement
6. Confirmation, e.g.
7. Foreheads
8. Jewels from oysters
9. Satanical
10. Sever
11. PC component
12. Guys
15. Lifted, so to speak
20. Victory sign
21. Like platypuses and otters
25. Scratch
26. 401(k) alternative
27. Idle fancy
29. Seafood selection
30. Artistic period
31. British agency
32. Attention-getting call
34. Ingested
36. Card spot
37. Words of honor?
38. Expose to moisture
39. Brown color
40. Organization for health issues
41. Fool
45. Sun shade
46. Parter of the Red Sea
48. Subject of Philadelphia
49. Leopard-like cat
50. Hot breakfast cereal
51. Encourage
53. End of poem
55. A Pharaoh
56. Muscat’s land
57. Descending
58. Legal claim
59. Handicap
60. School/parent group for stu
dent’s welfare
61. Fake

See Answers page 26 

Crossword Puzzle by Myles Mellor

Pink’s Hot Dogs celebrated its 60th anniversary in this photograph
from the Nov. 18, 1999 issue of the Park Labrea News and Beverly
Press. Pink’s celebrated the anniversary by rolling back prices on its
hot dogs to 60 cents for 60 minutes starting at 6 p.m. for 10 days
from Nov. 16-26. Hundreds of customers lined La Brea Avenue dur-
ing the celebration, which also featured daily appearances by
celebrities and dignitaries, such as television host Huell Howser and
former Los Angeles Mayor Richard Riordan. The Hollywood
Chamber of Commerce is honoring Pink’s Hot Dogs today, June 1,
with a “Heroes of Hollywood” award during a ceremony at the
Taglyan Cultural Complex at 1201 Vine St. For information, see
page 10.

The Hollywood Fringe Festival,
an annual open-access festival of
plays celebrating freedom of
expression and collaboration in
the performing arts community,
runs through June 25 at theaters
and other venues throughout
Hollywood.
Previews run from Thursday,

June 1 through Tuesday, June 6 at
numerous venues. An opening
night party is on Wednesday, June
7 at 7:30 p.m. at Fringe Central,
6510 Santa Monica Blvd. The fes-
tival ends on Sunday, June 25,
when awards and a closing party
will be held at Fringe Central.
Fringe productions are held at

theaters, parks, clubs, churches,
restaurants and other locations.
Hundreds of productions by local,
national and international arts
companies and independent per-
formers are included.

Participation in the Hollywood
Fringe Festival is open and uncen-
sored. The “free-for-all approach”
underscores the festival’s mission
to be a platform without barriers
for artists.
Participating venues include the

Actors Company Theater, the
Assistance League Playhouse, the
Greenway Court Theatre, Asylum,
the Complex Theatres, the
Hudson Theatres, the Lounge
Theatre, the MET Theatre, the
Montalban, the Los Angeles
LGBT Center, the Loft, Three
Clubs, Sacred Fools Theatre and
many others.
The Hollywood Fringe Festival

is a nonprofit organization. The
festival gives 100 percent of box
office revenue back to participat-
ing artists and venues. For a com-
plete schedule and information,
visit hollywoodfringe.org.

Hollywood Fringe Fest spotlights
grassroots productions

Stanley C. Jordan (center), direc-
tor of the Division of Nephrology
and medical director of the Kidney
Transplant Program at Cedars-
Sinai, accepted the Jean
Hamburger Award at the World
Congress of Nephrology in April.
It is the most prestigious award
given by the nephrology society
for research benefiting kidney
patients.
“It is a great honor, and hum-

bling to me personally, to have our
work recognized as being among
the best in nephrology and
immunology,” Jordan said. “Dr.
Jean Hamburger was a major force
in the early development of trans-
plantation immunology. It is a priv-
ilege to carry on that tradition.”
Jordan’s groundbreaking work

in transplant immunology led to
the development of drug therapy
protocols that significantly reduce
the risk that a kidney transplant
patient’s immune system will

reject the new organ. Decades of
Jordan’s research and collaboration
with colleagues in pharmacology
have improved the treatment of
organ transplant patients around
the world.
“Dr. Jordan is a pioneering clini-

cian researcher who has advanced
the field of organ transplantation
by discovering a way to expand the
size of the donor pool by reducing
the risk that a patient’s body will
reject a donated organ,” said Leon
Fine, vice dean of research and
graduate research education at
Cedars-Sinai.
Jordan was also honored this

month by the American Society of
Transplantation, receiving the
Senior Achievement Award in
Clinical Transplantation.
“These awards distinguish him

among a field of internationally
prominent scientists and are high
tributes to the quality and rele-
vance of his research,” Fine said.

Cedars-Sinai Medical Center 
kidney researcher honored 

photo courtesy of Sébastien Assoignons
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The Wallis Annenberg Center
for the Performing Arts celebrates
Pride Month throughout June with
two programs that put the spotlight
on the LGBTQ community. 

On Saturday, June 3 at 8 p.m.,
the Wallis welcomes the return of
the Gay Men’s Chorus of Los
Angeles performing a special cele-
bratory “Pride @ The Wallis” con-
cert featuring the music of Cindy
Lauper, Melissa Etheridge,
Radiohead and Rodgers &
Hammerstein, and more. 

“For almost 40 years, the Gay
Men’s Chorus of Los Angeles has
brought the beauty of choral music
to the greater L.A. community and
we are thrilled to welcome them
back to The Wallis,” said Paul
Crewes, artistic director for the
Wallis.

And beginning June 8 through
July 9, The Wallis’ Artist-in-
Residence Michael Arden tackles

the issues of emotional isolation,
love and the evolution of gay iden-
tity in the Los Angeles premiere of
“The Pride,” Alexi Kaye
Campbell’s provocative Olivier
Award-winning play.

“The Pride is without doubt a
remarkable piece of writing explor-
ing relationships and our changing
attitudes towards sexuality,” con-
tinued Crewes. “It certainly is a
play very relevant today, and I’m
delighted that we can present its
Los Angeles debut along with the
Gay Men’s Chorus of Los Angeles
during the upcoming Pride Month
celebrations.”

Tickets for the Gay Men’s
Chorus start at $39. Tickets for
“The Pride” start at $40. 

The Wallis Annenberg Center
for the Performing Arts is located at
9390 N. Santa Monica Blvd. For
information and tickets, visit the-
wallis.org.

photo courtesy of the Wallis Annenberg Center for the Performing Arts
The Gay Men’s Chorus of Los Angeles will kick off the center’s Pride
Month celebration.

The Wallis hosting two shows 
recognizing Pride Month

Angel City Chorale (ACC), the
esteemed Los Angeles choir led by
Founder-Artistic Director Sue Fink,
will present “Interactive,” an imagi-
native and multidimensional concert
event, on June 3 and 4 at 7 p.m. at
Wilshire United Methodist Church. 

“Interactive” will fuse choir and
cyberspace to break down the barri-
ers between performer and audience
and honor the notion of connectivity
in the modern world. 

“Angel City has always been
known for our fresh, spontaneous
approach to choral performance and
our devotion to diversity of member-
ship and material, but this time we are
out to break the choral mold entirely,”
said ACC founder and director Sue
Fink. “The music is breathtakingly
varied from Bach to R&B Gospel but
that’s just the beginning of the adven-
ture. Traditional pieces will be rein-
vented with multi-dimensional tools.
We will use apps, screens, visual
artists, and audience participation to
break down the fourth wall and take

our audience where no choir has ever
gone before. We will have virtual
guest performers from South Africa
and visual artists interpreting our per-
formance live and more. I don’t want
to give away all the surprises but for
once we are going to ask the audience
to not turn their cell phones off.”

The concert will blend pieces from
traditional masters like Bach and
Mozart with contemporary favorites
including Cyndi Lauper and The
Beatles to create a radical, cross-gen-
erational experience that will res-
onate with attendees of any age or
background. 

The show will finish with a daz-
zling rendition of “All You Need Is
Love,” which melds past and present
as a beautiful ode to the 50th anniver-
sary of The Beatles performing their
song for the world’s first simulcast in
1967.

Wilshire United Methodist Church
is located at 4350 Wilshire Blvd. For
information, visit
angelcitychorale.org.

Angel City Chorale to perform at
Wilshire United Methodist Church

photo by Moloshok Photography, Inc.

The Los Angeles Dodgers
Foundation (LADF) will host its
third annual Blue Diamond Gala on
Thursday, June 8 at Dodger
Stadium. 

The event will feature a concert
by Grammy Award-winning bands
Maroon 5 and Earth, Wind & Fire.
It will also include Dodgers players
and coaches. 

“For more than two decades, the
Los Angeles Dodgers Foundation
has worked to drive positive change
throughout Southern California,”
said Mark Walter, Dodger owner
and chairman of the LADF Board.
“The funds we raise from our third
annual Blue Diamond Gala will
advance our mission of building
healthy communities and support-
ing the academic success of chil-
dren in need across the region. We

look forward to joining our many
supporters, including Maroon 5 and
Earth, Wind & Fire, on the field at
Dodger Stadium to strengthen
some of the most challenged com-
munities in Los Angeles.” 

LADF is the official team charity
of the Los Angeles Dodgers. Its pri-
mary focus is to support corner-
stone programs benefitting children
and families in need throughout the
greater Los Angeles region. Since
inception, the LADF has invested
over $18 million into the L.A.
community in the form of direct
programs and grant making to local
organizations, impacting millions
of children. Proceeds from the
Blue Diamond Gala will support
the expansion of its direct pro-
grams, Dodgers Dreamfields and
Dodger RBI (Reviving Baseball in

Inner Cities), enabling LADF to
reach its goal of building 50 base-
ball fields in underserved commu-
nities and attain its vision of
impacting the lives of 10,000
young boys and girls, utilizing the
power of sport.

Serving as this year’s event
chairs for the LADF Blue
Diamond Gala are Mary Hart and
Burt Sugarman, Sharon and Joe
Hernandez, and Cathi and John
Bendheim.

The evening will begin with a
star-studded blue carpet, and
include a pre-show dinner party
with two hours of entertainment
and post-show food trucks. 

Dodger Stadium is located at
1000 Vin Scully Ave. For tickets
and information, visit
dodgers.com/gala.

Dodgers Foundation prepares for annual gala

The Paley Center for Media in
Beverly Hills will present
“American Horror Story: The Style
of Scare” from June 3 to July 30.

It marks the largest museum
exhibition presented by the Paley
Center. The exhibition will encom-
pass nearly 4,000 square feet with-
in the center, including a specially
designed graphic installation on the
building’s glass-walled façade.

The exhibit will feature a chill-
ing display of the killer costumes
by Lou Eyrich, as well as set
pieces, props and multimedia pre-
sentations. Iconic pieces from
every season of the anthology hor-
ror thriller will be displayed and
guests will get the opportunity to
see wardrobe worn by the residents
of the Murder House, inmates of
the Asylum, witches of the Coven,
curiosities of the Freak Show,
guests of the Hotel, and victims of
Roanoke.

“‘American Horror Story’ capti-
vates with each stunning new
installment, showcasing the enor-
mous creativity of Ryan Murphy
and costume designer Lou Eyrich,”

said Kenya Hardaway, senior vice
president of integrated promotions,
multi-platform marketing, FX
Networks. “We are proud to part-
ner with The Paley Center for
Media to bring together in one
amazing exhibit six installments of
the iconic art, costumes and props
in celebration of the groundbreak-
ing and hugely influential
‘American Horror Story.’” 

“Ryan Murphy is one of the
most innovative and original cre-
ators in the industry and we are
honored to be the first to present
this visually stunning retrospective
exhibit celebrating his game-
changing series,” said Maureen J.
Reidy, the Paley Center’s president
and CEO. “Every year the Paley
Center presents exhibits that cap-
ture the unique combination of
artistry and entertainment. We’re
thrilled to give ‘American Horror
Story’ fans an opportunity to get
up close and enjoy the collabora-
tions between Murphy, costume
designer, Lou Eyrich, and all of the
fearless creatives behind the hit
FX series.”

Admission is free.
The Paley Center for Media is

located at 465 N. Beverly Drive in
Beverly Hills. For information,
visit paley.me/ahs.

Paley Center opening ‘American Horror Story’ exhibit

Grammy Award-winning
singer/songwriter Lauryn Hill and
rap superstar Nas are performing
in a co-headlining tour that will be
featured at the Hollywood Bowl
on Thursday, Oct. 5.

Tickets for the concert go on
sale on Friday, June 2 at 10 a.m.
The performance at the
Hollywood Bowl will also fea-
ture reggae artist Chronixx.

Hill rose to prominence as the
lone female member of The
Fugees, one of the biggest selling
R&B acts. Her solo career

launched when “The
Miseducation of Lauryn Hill”
was released nearly 20 years ago,
earning her five Grammy
Awards. 

Nas has eight platinum and
multi-platinum albums, and 13
Grammy nominations. 

The Hollywood Bowl is locat-
ed at 2301 Highland Ave. 2301
Highland Ave. Tickets are avail-
able through Ticketmaster by
calling (800)745-3000, or visiting
ticketmaster.com or
livenation.com.

R&B and rap superstars partner
for concert at Hollywood Bowl

photo courtesy of Nicole Schoen/The Agency Group
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Ester Tepper, a Holocaust sur-
vivor and Los Angeles resident since
1976, died on May 20 at age 85.

Tepper was a longtime supporter
of the Los Angeles Museum of the
Holocaust (LAMOTH). Born in
1932 in Radomsko, Poland, she
enjoyed a normal childhood until the
outbreak of World War II.

When Nazi Germany invaded
Poland in 1939, Radomsko’s Jews
were forced out of their homes and
into a walled ghetto in the city. 

In late 1942, her mother was
deported from the ghetto with a
large group of Jews, and her brother
was killed for sneaking out of the
ghetto to find coal. A ghetto police-
man tipped off her father that the
Nazis were planning a final liquida-
tion of the ghetto. Her father then
secured false identification papers
for Tepper and her sister and smug-
gled them out of the city.

She went to live in the city of
Czestochowa with the mother of her
non-Jewish friend, Krysia. A neigh-
bor who was suspicious reported
Tepper and Krysia’s mother to the
police. They were both arrested and
after an interrogation, were released.

With Krysia’s help, Tepper went
to live in a convent in Radomsko.
The nuns soon doubted her Catholic
identity, and Krysia helped Tepper
move to Warsaw where her father
was living under a concealed identi-
ty.

After a few months, Tepper went
to Austria, where her sister was liv-
ing, to volunteer for the Germans
under a false identity. Tepper and her
sister were both liberated in Austria

by Soviet troops in April 1945.
After the war, they went back to

Radomsko, where their father had
already returned. They later immi-
grated to Israel, and while serving in
the Israeli army, she married Nisan
Tepper. The couple had four chil-
dren.

Tepper’s son, Yaniv Tepper, and
her granddaughter, Galit Prince,
serve on LAMOTH’s board of
directors. Tepper’s funeral was on
May 23 at  Hillside Memorial Park
and Mortuary. In lieu of flowers, the
family requests that donations in her
memory be made to LAMOTH. For
information, visit lamoth.org.

Community mourns loss of
Holocaust survivor

Tepper

Former President Barack
Obama’s new appointments for the
United States Holocaust Memorial
Council were sworn in during a cer-
emony at the United States
Holocaust Memorial Museum on
April 25 in Washington, D.C.

Participating in the event were
(from left) Tom A. Bernstein, for-
mer chairman of the United States
Holocaust Memorial Council;
Allan M. Holt, vice chairman of the
United States Holocaust Memorial
Council; Eric Ortner, museum
council appointee from Los
Angeles; and Eli M. Rosenbaum,
director of human rights enforce-
ment strategy and policy at the
U.S. Department of Justice. 

Ortner was appointed to the
position by Obama in January
2017. 

The United States Holocaust
Memorial Council was established
by Congress in 1980 to lead the
nation in commemorating the
Holocaust and to raise private
funds for the United States
Holocaust Memorial

Museum.  Once the museum
opened in 1993, the council
became the governing board of
trustees of the museum, an inde-
pendent establishment of the U.S.
government operating as a public-
private partnership that receives
some federal funding to support
operations of the museum building. 

The council, which meets twice

a year, consists of 55 members
appointed by the president, as well
as five members each from the
Senate and House of
Representatives, and three ex-offi-
cio members from the Departments
of Education, Interior, and
State.  Presidential appointments
serve five-year terms; 11 members’
terms expire each year. 

Obama appointee to Holocaust Memorial Council
sworn in

photo courtesy of U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum

The Los Angeles County
Museum of Art (LACMA) will
host a celebration and exploration
of its permanent collection of
Korean art on June 3 at 7:30 p.m.,
sponsored by the Korea
Foundation.

LACMA’s collection of Korean
works is one of the largest in the
United States. The event will
include gallery viewing.  Art dis-
cussions, art making and Korean
tea tastings. Attendees will get to
experience the beauty of Korean
ceramics, the spirituality and ritual
of Korean Buddhist art and the spe-

cial exhibition “Unexpected Light:
Works by Young-Il Ahn.”

One of the art making work-
shops, “Brush Painting with Artist
Kyungsoo Lee,” will explore tradi-
tional Korean brush painting
techiniques and materials. Then
attendees can create their own
small ink landscape inspired by
images of the natural world found
on artworks in the Korean art col-
lection.

Another, “Abstract Translucency
with Artist Patricia Yossen,” will
explore the work of the Korean-
American artist Young Il Ahn.

Attendees can create their own
pieces inspired by the quality of the
translucency and meditative artistic
practice. 

Food and beverages will include
complimentary Korean tea and
sweets, bulgogi beef or vegetarian
bibimbap served with steamed rice
and pickled vegetables for pur-
chase, and soju cocktails for pur-
chase.  Admission is free, but tick-
ets are required.

The Los Angeles County
Museum of Art is located at 5905
Wilshire Blvd. For more informa-
tion, visit lacma.org.

LACMA to celebrate its Korean art on June 3

The Los Angeles Museum of
the Holocaust welcomed the staff
of the National Training Center
& Fort Irwin Equal Employment
Opportunity Office last week. 

The Equal Employment
Opportunity Office ensures a dis-
crimination-free environment
and provides employees with
rights and procedures for redress

in potential discrimination cases.
The group from Fort Irwin was

invited to visit the museum by
Holocaust survivor Renee
Firestone and her daughter Klara. 

The Los Angeles Museum of
the Holocaust is located at 100
The Grove Drive. 

For information, visit
lamoth.org. 

photo courtesy of the Los Angeles Museum of the Holocaust

Fort Irwin visits LAMOTH
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Here we are for another round of
“yo ho, yo ho,” but the pirate’s life
isn’t for anyone anymore.
“Pirates of the Caribbean: Dead

Men Tell No Tales,” a title more
suited for a tagline, proves for a
fourth time this franchise is a sink-
ing ship guided by fragments of a
burnt map, forever failing to redis-
cover the first entry’s glorious suc-
cess.
Apparently Captain Jack

Sparrow (Johnny Depp) gets
around. During his heyday, he
angered the crew of the Black
Pearl, Davy Jones and Blackbeard.
But it all began when he took
down his first foe, Captain Salazar
(Javier Bardem), the top pirate
hunter of the Spanish Navy, who
befell a curse and now bides his
time until he can exact vengeance.
Now, Salazar attacks all ships

that venture into the Devil’s
Triangle, leaving only one to tell
the tale since “dead men tell no
tales,” as he says to the latest des-
ignated survivor, young Henry
Turner (Brenton Thwaites), the
son of Will (Orlando Bloom) and
Elizabeth Turner (Keira Knightly).
What an unlikely coincidence.
Eventually, Sparrow, young

Turner and a new player, Carina
Smyth (Kaya Scodelario), who is
continually labeled a witch
because she understands science,
enter each others’ lives on a small
British-ruled island and the adven-
ture begins. Their only hope is to
locate a special device that can
undo any curse of the deep blue
sea.

Once, the great Jack Sparrow
was maker of his destiny. A great
swordsman and strategist, he could
devise a plan to suit any situation.
During his fifth great adventure,
Jack controls nothing. Everything
happens to him. Much like the
actions of Indiana Jones in
“Raiders of the Lost Ark,” our
leading man’s action sequences
don’t move the plotline forward.
The result is much the same
regardless of his presence.
No longer a charming, quirky

character, the Captain is tired,
more drunk than usual, unable to
muster up much likability, a prob-
lem for everyone else as well.
Captain Barbossa’s (Geoffrey
Rush) clichéd pirate antics and
mannerisms once sprung to life.
Here, he’s more tired than Jack. As
for our villain and young stars –
who cares? 
“The Curse of the Black Pearl”

was a swashbuckling good time,
complete with sea battles, action,
character chemistry and a treasure
hunt. Those elements appear here
in a more superficial capacity. But
like the performances, everything
is phoned in. Rarely is an action
film so yawn-inducing.
And then we have to experience

a generic attempt at addressing
sexism. Carina is a student of
astronomy and horology. The first
discipline marks her a witch by
uneducated patriarchs, a move that
becomes tedious and wildly over
the top the more it appears. The
second discipline’s proximity to
the word “whore” leads to a series

of juvenile jokes about Carina’s
profession, a move that contradicts
any attempts to sincerely claim
this film elevates women.
Disney has a bad habit of going

too big. It’s an old idea, spectacle
over story, and here we are, once
again, with another Disney block-
buster desperately craving an enor-
mous pull at the box office.
Whatever happened to a more
modest action adventure? In this
case “Black Pearl” fits that
description compared to all the
cartoonish visual effects in “Dead
Men Tell No Tales” that merely
prove graphics companies need
some more lessons in verisimili-
tude.
“Pirates of the Caribbean” have

a special super power: the ability

to take major set pieces, like a
bank heist where the building gets
dragged away along with the
vault, and make them seem like
business as usual, something we
easily witness every Tuesday
afternoon. The entire process is
numbing.
Perhaps dead men tell no tales,

but how did the living create such
a lifeless film that’s equal parts

nostalgia and recycling? And even
though marketing for the film
declared this the end, apparently
the cash-cow team now calls it
“the beginning of the end.”
Why allow something to con-

clude when more and more
shameless stories can continue to
make us numb to visual effects,
set pieces and any sense of won-
der cinema once championed?

‘Pirates of the Caribbean’ sinks another 
cursed sequel

photo courtesy of Walt Disney Pictures
Jack Sparrow (Johnny Depp) has lost his luster over the course of the
franchise.

Letters of Intent are being
accepted through June 12 for the
Ford Theatres Artists Partnership
Program. The program supports
Los Angeles County independent
artists, nonprofit arts organizations,
presenters, producers and produc-
ing collectives with a history of
presenting arts events, by co-pro-
ducing their performances in the
historic 1,200-seat John Anson
Ford Amphitheatre. 
The Artists Partnership Program

is a cornerstone of the Ford
Theatres summer season and
makes up the bulk of events that
take place.
For 2018, the Ford has

redesigned the Artists Partnership
Program application process to
include a Letter of Intent (LOI) fol-
lowed by a full application invita-
tion. The new application process

was created to make it easier for
artists and producers to apply, to
increase the number of applicants
and to help bring new artists and
audiences to the Ford.
The Ford will consider LOIs that

reflect the Ford Theatres’ mission
to bring people together for trans-
formative arts experiences that
inspire, empower and ignite cultur-
al exchange. 
Upon review, selected applicants

will be invited to submit a full
application. Applicants are strongly
encouraged to review the Ford
Theatres Partnership Program
guidelines before submitting an
LOI.
The Fords Theatres complex is

located at 2580 Cahuenga Blvd. E.
For information and instructions,
visit fordtheatres.org/artists-part-
nership-program. 

Ford Theatres accepting Artists
Partnership Program applications

http://www.parklabrea.com
http://www.scientology-losangeles.org


Park Labrea News/Beverly Press 25 June 1, 2017

The idea is that someone being
harassed for their sexual orientation
or their gender identity would see
the sign and know they can go
inside for help or to make a phone
call to report an incident. The pro-
gram will roll out in Hollywood.

LAPD Assistant Chief Beatrice
M. Girmala, joined by members of
the LGBTQ-LAPD Working
Group, said the initiative strives to
prevent hate crimes while also
helping to foster and create envi-
ronments throughout the city in
which persons can feel comfort-
able. And they hope to launch it
across the city soon.

Girmala also unveiled a new
LGBTQ Resource App, which will
make it easier to access LGBTQ
resource information from a smart
phone and brochure, which will be
available at Safe Place locations.
The official 2017 Lesbian, Gay,
Bisexual, and Transgender Heritage
Month Calendar and Cultural
Guide, is the largest repository of
LGBTQ materials in the world.

Girmala said the LAPD is com-
mitted to building bridges, strength-
ening relationships and protecting
residents. 

“As we move forward as a police
department, we hope that the part-
nership and trust that we have
attempted to build thus far is not at
all coming to an end. It is seeing a
new chapter and a stronger chapter
where those bridges of trust contin-
ue to be built,” Girmala said.

The LAPD-LGBTQ Working
Group was formed by Chief
Charlie Beck in 2010 to create
more culturally sensitive policies
for the city’s law enforcement

officers. 
Mayor  Eric Garcetti  and City

Controller Ron Galperin joined the
city council members on
Wednesday to honor trailblazers in
the city’s LGBTQ movement. 

“Everyone should be free to live
their truth, love who they choose
and find acceptance in the place
they call home,” Garcetti said.
“LGBTQ Heritage Month is a time
to reflect on the long march to jus-
tice and tolerance, and to honor
those who have devoted themselves
to building a world that is free from
hatred and safe for all – no matter
their sexual orientation or gender
identity. Los Angeles takes pride in
the activism and accomplishments
of our LGBTQ community, and we
will always stand with every

Angeleno who is fighting for equal-
ity, respect and dignity for all peo-
ple.”

The theme for this year’s celebra-
tions is ‘The Art of Resistance.”
Councilman Mitch O’Farrell, 13th
District, said the theme has special
meaning in a time when “we have a
U.S. President that openly admires
authoritarian leaders across the
globe, and exhibits an alarming
level of ignorance of history related
to human rights, civil rights, First
Amendment rights, reproductive
rights and the founding principles
that are at the cornerstone of our
Constitution.”

As part of the celebration, the
elected leaders also honored
LGBTQ artists and activists for
their work to advance equality,

including Alexei Romanoff, who
was one of the original protestors of
the watershed Black Cat demon-
stration in 1967 – which O’Farrell
said “galvanized the gay rights
movement in Los Angeles, and set
the stage for the LGBT rights
movement across the United
States” – two and a half years
before the Stonewall demonstra-
tions in New York. 

During June, the City Hall tower
will be illuminated in the rainbow
colors of the gay pride flag, compli-
ments of the Office of Mayor Eric
Garcetti.

The council members and
activists also encouraged residents
to participate in the June 11
#ResistMarch at the intersection of
Hollywood Boulevard and
Highland Avenue. 

O’Farrell said this year, “in an
era of uncertainty and anxiety,” it is
an opportunity to show the world

that “we are resolute in our resis-
tance toward hatred, discrimina-
tion, authoritarianism and intoler-
ance.”

“Los Angeeles is an exceptional
city that welcomes and celebrates
its diverse populations. The LGBT
community has contributed signifi-
cantly with its remarkable leaders,
social activists and cultural vision-
aries who have made a mark on the
history of Los Angeles,” O’Farrell
said. “We are a city of compassion
and inclusion. We are a city that, no
matter who you are, where you are
from or what language you speak,
you are encouraged to reach your
full potential and work toward a
better life for yourself and your
family. That value is part of our cul-
ture, part of our DNA.”

For information on the LAPD’s
initiatives, contact Community
Relationship Division at (213)486-
6000.

LAPD Assistant Chief Beatrice M. Girmala shows new resource pam-
phlets that will be available at Safe Place locations.

Los Angeles launches Safe Places program
From page 1

photos by Gregory Cornfield 
Right, Councilman Paul Koretz, 5th District, honors David Reed for his
leadership in the LGBTQ community. 

estimated $900,000.
At a May 1 hearing about the

bridge in the Arts, Parks and River
Committee, Councilman Mitch
O’Farrell, 13th District, criticized
the “opulent” nature of the
approximately 320-foot long,
cable-stayed bridge, when a more
utilitarian design would have suf-
ficed.

“I think that would have been
more widely accepted because it
also would have been a lot less
expensive,” O’Farrell said. 

Instead, he continued, the pro-
ject entails “a $16.12 million
bridge that the community didn’t
really ask for, as far as the partic-
ular design.”   

A January 2012 report from the
city administrative officer stated

that the estimate for completion of
the bridge was $4.67 million. It
also said “construction of the
bridge is not a city project.” 

“[River L.A.] will manage the
project, including preparation of
environmental plans, design and
construction,” the report said.
“Once completed, [River L.A.]
would donate the bridge to the
city.”

Approximately $300,000 in
funds from Council District 4
were going to be appropriated to
cover fees and city costs of the
bridge. The latest budget includes
$35,633 from Council District 4.

La Kretz, in a letter to River
L.A. executive director Omar
Brownson dated December 2011,
when the project commenced,

touted the bridge as a way to
“revitalize the Los Angeles River
and raise its profile as a valuable
city asset.” 

“In a time of aging infrastruc-
ture and constrained municipal
budgets, I am hopeful that our
partnership can demonstrate the
viability of public-private partner-
ships and the need for cooperation
to solve larger, more complex
challenges like the revitalization
of the Los Angeles River,” he
said. 

The project has run into other
complications over the years as
well. River L.A. was on the verge
of acquiring a $3.6 million grant
from the California Department of
Transportation. But a mandatory
audit to secure the grant revealed

“inadequate procurement proce-
dures.” River L.A. ultimately
transferred the bridge project to
the city of Los Angeles to preserve
the grant, but the group remains
involved.

Despite the higher budget and
reservations by city officials and
some local residents, a few local
organizations have urged the city
to complete the bridge.

Judith Kieffer, executive direc-
tor of the nonprofit Los Angeles
Parks Foundation, said in a letter
that her organization is proud to
support the bridge.

“This incredibly significant pro-
ject to connect everyone in our
city represents the kind of city
where everyone has access to the
L.A. River and beyond,” she said.

Irma Munoz, chairwoman of the
Santa Monica Mountains
Conservancy, also sent a letter in
support of the bridge.

“This project will provide a safe,

convenient connection from resi-
dential communities on the east
side to both the bike path and all the
other recreational opportunities
such as Griffith Park and the net-
work of river pocket parks,” Munoz
said. “As the river bike path is
extended both through downtown
and further into the San Fernando
Valley, the path will encourage
more local residents to utilize the
river for recreation and commuting,
and will reinforce the river’s role as
a regional trail connection.”

Councilman David Ryu, 4th
District, said he supports safer
access to Griffith Park for pedestri-
ans, bicyclists and equestrians that
the bridge would provide.

“This is another important step
toward achieving our vision for a
community friendly and environ-
mentally responsible Los Angeles
River,” he said.

Bridging the gap has been years-long effort
From page 1

opening that the hotel is “soon-to-
be-iconic.”

“By using richly upholstered
furniture in soothing tones of
celadon, taupe and white, accent-
ed by spectacular pieces of
bespoke art works, we have creat-
ed an environment for travelers
that is both sophisticated and
relaxing,” he said.

A triple-height lobby with an
Art Deco design, hand-painted

murals and custom Strass crystal
chandeliers are prominent interior
details. Its exterior includes a
rooftop pool with panoramic
views of the city.

Luc Delafosse, the hotel’s man-
aging director, said he was excited
for the grand opening during a
March unveiling of the hotel’s
rooms.

“It has been a long journey
toward creating a new standard of

luxury and service in the perfect
location for visitors to Los
Angeles, a welcoming place
where vacationers and business
travelers alike will soon discover
is the ideal spot to call home while
visiting Southern California,” he
said. 

A one-night stay in the hotel,
located next to the Beverly Hilton,
during its opening weekend costs
up to $2,600 in a 1,093-square-
foot Beverly Hills Suite, with a
445-square-foot terrace and 360-
degree view. A comparably mod-
est 537-square-foot Deluxe King
Room, with a 110 square-foot ter-
race, is going for $600 to $700.

The Waldorf Astoria Beverly
Hills is owned by Alagem Capital
Group and clients of Guggenheim
Partners. Beny Alagem is also
executive officer and director of
Oasis West Realty, which owns
the Beverly Hilton. Alagem was
one of the central figures involved
in Beverly Hills’ Measure HH
vote in the November election,
one of the most divisive issues
that has confronted local residents
in recent memory. 

The measure was the first in the
city’s history to put a residential
development approval in front of
voters. It asked voters to allow
developers to convert two city-

approved residential buildings –
one 101-foot and the other 218-
foot – into one 345-foot tower that
would have been the tallest in
Beverly Hills. The contingent that
promoted the measure tried to sell
the community, in part, based on
additional green space that only
one building, as opposed to two,
would have allowed.

With many residents taking
pride in the city’s low-rise identi-
ty, 56 percent of voters opposed
Measure HH.

The Waldorf Astoria Beverly
Hills is the Waldorf Astoria Hotels
and Resorts’ first new building on
the West Coast.

Waldorf Astoria Beverly Hills
From page 1



weaponized” in order to under-
mine the candidacy of Clinton and
advance Trump.

But Schiff stressed the impor-
tance of the Congressional inves-
tigations, and downplayed the nar-
rative that they were launched in
an attempt to make up for a lost
election. He warned that the
nation’s intelligence agencies con-
cluded that Russia will attempt to
interfere with U.S. elections
again, and he fears that their
efforts could become more sophis-
ticated or more consequential. 

“So it’s vital that we understand
just what they did, just how they
did it, and that we prepare our-
selves, defend ourselves as best
we can in the future,” Schiff said.

But the Democratic Party and
former President Barack Obama’s
administration also share the
blame, Schiff said, for the way the
information was handled. Before
the election, Schiff and Sen.
Dianne Feinstein (D-CA) issued a
statement explaining they were
convinced Russia was responsible
for the hack and that the decisions
were made at the highest levels of
Russian government.

“The reason we had to do that
was because we couldn’t persuade
the (Obama) Administration to
make the attribution itself,” Schiff
explained. “Why is that? Why,
during a presidential election of
enormous consequence when you
have a foreign adversarial power
interfering in our election, would
our administration not come out as
soon as it learned and not tell the
American people it was meddling
in its affairs?”

Schiff explained two possibili-
ties – the first is that the Obama
Administration was too careful to
avoid doing anything that would
make it appear it was putting its
“hand on the scale” in favor of
Clinton. But more so, Schiff sur-
mised that Trump’s rhetoric
played a role in causing Obama to
balk at sounding the alarm on
Russian involvement because it
could have in some way validated
Trump’s claims that the election
was “rigged.”

Indeed, less than a month ago,
Trump said, “you’ve been hearing
me say it’s a rigged system, but
now I don’t say it anymore
because I won, OK. It’s true. You
know, now I don’t care. I don’t
care.”

Schiff wanted to inform the

country before voters went to the
polls in November. The Obama
Administration eventually did
attribute the hack to Russia after
Schiff’s and Feinstein’s statement,
but the administration didn’t do
anything more. Schiff urged the
administration at the time to begin
discussion with allies to enact a
new round of sanctions on Russia,
to both punish them for interfer-
ing, but also to signal to the
American people that the govern-
ment was not going to stand for
interference.

Moving forward in the investi-
gation, Schiff said they will find
whatever they can and share it
with the public. 

“One of the issues is that we
know the Russians in Europe use
financial entanglement to influ-
ence policy,” Schiff said. “They
like dealing with business people
because they can hook them with
a financial transaction and then
they can reel them in. So we need
to determine if that is a tactic that
was used here, and on what U.S.
persons was it used.”

Schiff said Congress should
establish a special commission
that would have the added benefit
of a larger staff, whereas the cur-
rent congressional investigations
are conducted by lawmakers with
only their existing staff.

“Our day job is oversight of all
the intelligence agencies,” Schiff
said. “And those agencies for the
most part are pretty good at keep-
ing secrets. And we have to over-
see them to make sure they are
acting lawfully, that they are talk-
ing to each other in ways that we
need them to to protect the coun-
try. … We have to know what the
right questions are for vigorous
oversight all the time. That’s the
day job and that hasn’t gone away.
We just now have this huge inves-
tigation on top of it.”

Schiff said the hardest question
to answer is how much longer the
investigation will take. 

“I don’t know,” he said.
“Certainly there is a sense of
urgency. But, of course, if we
don’t do a thorough job, we’re
going to add little value, if at all.
But the other thing I would say
about the investigation is if we
can’t somehow find a way to do
this together, to reach a common
conclusion among Democrats and
Republicans, we will also add lit-
tle value at the end of the day. 

“If we get to the point where the
Democrats issue one report and
the Republicans issue another,
half the country will read one and
half the country will read the
other. And we will have added
very little to the public under-
standing.”

The 2016 election, its after-
math, and the investigations have
pointed to larger issues for the
country moving forward in
Schiff’s perspective, as it becomes
more evident that the electorate is
more divided than ever in a time
when voters think anything bad
for their opponent is good for
them.

“A lot of the damage that was
done during the election was done
to ourselves, by ourselves,” Schiff
said. “Herein, I think, lies the
most important question of the
investigation: What can we do to
prevent this in the future? … We
have to be concerned not just with
what they did already, but that
they go beyond what they have
already done and that we are in the
new “wild west” when it comes to
the democracy process. … It’s
true the GOP were willing to
accept Russian interference. It’s
also true that Democrats failed to
persuade the country why they
should care. …That was our
obligation and we didn’t meet that
challenge.”

He said it has shed light on a
challenge for lawmakers moving
forward to go into communities
affected by the “global world
where automation is replacing a
lot of the jobs that our fathers and
mothers had.” He said they should
focus on one basic question:
“What are you offering us that
will give us some hope that our
lives and our children’s’ lives will
be better?”

“I would much rather we spent
the next year and a half figuring

out the good answer to that ques-
tion than spend our time talking
about message,” Schiff said.

Schiff said the answer to the
question, as well as the answer to
future hacking efforts, is a “well-
informed electorate.”

“That’s really our only defense
– understanding what they did,
preparing ourselves that it may
happen again, and somehow,
developing a consensus that
whether it helps one candidate or
hurts the other, or helps one party
and hurts the other, that all
Americans will reject it. That’s the
only thing that’s going to protect
us.”

In the broader context, Schiff
said America is engaged in a new
ideological struggle. 

“It’s not communism vs. capi-
talism. But it is authoritarianism
and autocracy vs. democracy and
representative government. And
the leader of the autocratic move-
ment is Vladmir Putin,” he said.
“And this is really what we’re up
against. I don’t think it’s an exag-
geration to say that the fate of lib-
eral democracy is really at stake
here. For many of you who are a
part of the same generation I am,
who grew up in the wake of World
War II, we grew up to think that
our democracy was on such a
solid footing, that it was in a way
self-effectuated, that we didn’t
have to really be as vigilant as we
should have been. That was our

mistake.”
He continued, “What I’ve come

to find in just the last few months
is that our democracy, in the hands
of the wrong person in the Oval
Office, it is really quite fragile.
There are certain, very basic qual-
ities that we need in a president to
make our system work. We need
someone who understands and
respects the separation of powers.
We need someone who under-
stands and respects the free press.
And we need someone with a very
basic level of simple decency.
When we don’t have that, we find
out just how much damage you
can do to our democracy, even
operating within the letter of the
law.”

Schiff finished with a story
about a dinner he had in Munich,
Germany with Sen. John McCain,
Bill Gates and Bono, who Schiff
said “speaks like a poet.”

“Bono said, ‘I’m very proud to
be Irish. I’m very proud of
Ireland, but Ireland is just a coun-
try.’ Most countries, he said, are
just countries, but America is also
an idea. And when he said it, it
really struck me, that this is what’s
at risk right now – the very idea of
America. And of course, it’s that
idea that people fought and died
for that we memorialize today. It’s
that idea. And that’s an idea we
need to cherish.”
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Gaga for ‘La La Land’

The world premiere of “La La Land in Concert” was held at the
Hollywood Bowl last weekend. Composer Justin Hurwitz conducted
his Oscar-winning score and Oscar-winning song “City of Stars” per-
formed live-to-film by a 100-piece symphony orchestra, choir and
jazz ensemble accompanying the film’s original vocal recordings.

Guests were encouraged to wear “La La Land” inspired attire to
the two-night performance, which proved to be a little tricky given
the cool temperatures on Friday evening. The performance however
was spectacular complete with show-ending fireworks to Hurwitz’s
overture. We half expected Emma Stone and Ryan Gosling to make
an appearance, and while that didn’t happen, the elderly couple who
danced on the pier in the movie danced on stage to the delight of the
audience.

If you missed the sold-out concert at the Hollywood Bowl, the tour
continues throughout the United States, with a performance in San
Diego on Aug. 12. Visit ticketmaster.com for more information.

- Karen Villalpando

Answers From Page 21

Schiff balances day job with investigation
From page 1
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Congressman Adam Schiff discusses the pending investigation into the 2016 election.

photo by Rebecca Villalpando
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