
Almost 20 years ago, West
Hollywood Councilman John
Heilman initiated the launch of
West Hollywood 2020, a plan to
anticipate how the city would
evolve decades into the future.
On Monday, shortly after being

sworn in as West Hollywood
mayor for the eighth time during
the city’s annual reorganization
ceremony, Heilman said he wants
to use the upcoming year to begin
a West Hollywood 2050 plan. The
plan would “engage the communi-
ty, our residents, our business peo-
ple, our staff, and envision what
West Hollywood is going to look
like in 2050,” he said.
Heilman, who has served on the

council almost continuously since
the city’s inception in 1984 (he
lost reelection in 2015, then
months later won a special elec-
tion to fill a vacated seat),
replaced Councilwoman Lauren
Meister as the city’s mayor. 
“I’m a little rusty at this, but I

think I’ll get the hang of it,”
Heilman quipped as he settled into
the mayor’s seat on the dais for
the first time since 2010.
Heilman and Councilman John

Duran, who was sworn in as
mayor pro tempore, were reelect-
ed to the council in the March 7
election.
The 2050 plan would consider

the future of transportation, busi-
ness, the LGBT community and
immigrant communities, among
other aspects of life in West
Hollywood. It was one of four ini-
tiatives the newly appointed
mayor said he wants to prioritize
in the next year. Another critical
priority is solving parking issues

Party on, Beverly Hills.
With business leaders and busi-

ness owners committed to keeping
stores open later on designated
nights, the Beverly Hills City
Council on Tuesday continued to
iron out details for the kick-off
evening events coming in August.
The effort to invigorate and

strengthen the business communi-
ty has ramped up in the face of
mounting competition in neigh-
boring cities. But the initiative is
also being used as an opportunity
to define – or rather create – a last-
ing nightlife culture, which until
now widely went missing.
“Beverly Hills has long been

perceived as the place where there
is nothing to do in the evening,”
said Mayor Lili Bosse.
After seeing the success of new

restaurants on Canon Drive that
are open later in the evenings, the
city council is hoping to add shop-
ping and entertainment “to perma-
nently shift the perception,” of

Beverly Hills nightlife. To start to
“change the culture,” business
owners will stay open until 8 p.m.
on Thursdays, Fridays and
Saturdays in Beverly Hills. To
augment the expense and risk of
providing two more hours in oper-
ating costs, the city will host a
long list of activities to help create
a unique “experience” that they
hope becomes a lasting tradition.
“This is a way to increase the

vitality of our commercial center
without additional construction,”
said Councilman Robert
Wunderlich. “It’s a way to pre-
serve Beverly Hills, that vibrancy
that we have, in a manner that is
fitting and supportive.”
Although the list of recom-

mended programming includes
DJs, “digital influencers,” street

Former Los Angeles Unified
School District teacher Nick
Melvoin, favored by charter school
proponents, won Tuesday’s runoff
election for school board against
incumbent Steve Zimmer.
With additional vote-by-mail and

provisional ballots to be counted in
the coming weeks, the pending vic-
tories by Melvoin and Kelly

Fitzpatrick-Gonez tilt the school
board to a pro-charter majority. 
“I was grateful to be in the room

with so many great supporters,”
said Melvoin, who celebrated with
them in Venice. He said he’ll start
his term by reaching out to his
opposition to “bring our communi-
ty together.”  
Zimmer, the school board 
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n Veteran lawmaker to
take his eighth turn as
city’s leader

photos by John Viscott/courtesy of the city of West Hollywood 
John Heilman will serve his first mayoral term since 2010, and his eighth
overall. The city honored Councilwoman Lauren Meister for completing
her first term as mayor.

n Majority of members now are pro-charter

n City Hall is organizing
evening events to help
create a new nightlife

Courtesy of the city of Beverly Hills 
The Eric E Ensemble will perform at Concerts on Canon in Beverly
Hills this year. Similar evening events will soon be the norm as the city
works to stimulate the business community.

The late show with Beverly Hills 

Heilman sworn in as WeHo’s Mayor

Melvoin defeats Zimmer 
for LAUSD school board

courtesy of Melvoin for School Board 
Nick Melvoin will now lead District 4 for LAUSD.

Melrose Avenue is home to
some of the most unique and dis-
tinctive street art in the city, but
Los Angeles also happens to be
home to the most persistent graffiti
taggers in the nation. At its meet-
ing on Friday, May 12, the
Melrose Business Improvement
District (BID) discussed ways to
keep the community clean while
also finding a balance between

intriguing art and unappealing
graffiti. 
Gilbert Perez, the clean streets

supervisor for the BID, reported
on streetscape improvements, and
discussed stickers, posters and
unwanted graffiti. 
“We continue working on graf-

fiti, something that is happening
every week. There’s a group of
people that come, I think at mid-
night, and put a stamp on the side-
walk. Some of the graffiti we can
say is art graffiti. Melrose has
allowed people to do that on the

n Taggers dampen
unique street art

photo by Gregory Cornfield 
Lala’s wall on Melrose was clean less than three months ago. 

Melrose Avenue draws line
between art and graffiti

See Melrose page 25

See WeHo page 26

See LAUSD page 26
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Carmen
Opera fans are encouraged to attend
Santa Monica College’s production
of “Carmen” on Saturday, May 20
at 2 and 7:30 p.m., and Sunday,
May 21 at 2 p.m. at the Broad Stage.
George Bizet’s opera offers a
glimpse into the world of gypsies,
smugglers, bullfighters and flamen-
co dancers. General admission is
$35. 1310 11th St., Santa Monica.
facebook.com/events/144080046596
1484.

SHARE Gala
SHARE Inc. is holding its 64th annual
Boomtown Gala “Let’s Dance” on
Saturday, May 20 at the Beverly
Hilton Hotel. The evening of enter-
tainment honors international dance
philanthropist Glorya Kaufman.
Recording artists The 5th Dimension
will headline, and actor and ventrilo-
quist Jay Johnson will serve as master
of ceremonies. SHARE supports chil-
dren with special needs. A cocktail
reception and silent auction start at 6,
followed by dinner at 7:30 and the
show at 9 p.m. Tickets start at $500.
9876 Wilshire Blvd. (310)274-5361,
or email info@share4children.org.

Vernacular
Environments
Edward Cella Art & Architecture
debuts “Vernacular Environments,
Part 1,” a group exhibition of works
from the 1960s through the present
running from Saturday, May 20
through Saturday, July 15. The
works explore the diversity of ten-
sions between built environments,
bodies and narratives. Artists include
Stephen Berens, Jennifer Bolande,
Raúl Cordero, William Leavitt, John
Mason and many others. A reception
is on May 20 from 6 to 8 p.m. 2754 S.
La Cienega Blvd. (323)525-0053,
edwardcella.com.

Ardumman House
Project
The Loft at Liz’s presents
“Ardumman House Project,” an
exhibit of drawings by artist Anna
Dusi running from Saturday, May 20
through Tuesday, June 20. The

exhibit is curated by Kio Griffith, with
sound installation by Giuseppe
Patanè. A reception is on May 20 from
7 to 10 p.m. 453 S. La Brea Ave.
(323)939-4403 ext. 5,
theloftatlizs.com

Emmitt and Ava
Delta Highway Productions presents
the Los Angeles premiere of
“Emmitt and
Ava” running
from Saturday,
May 20 through
Sunday, June 18
at the Edgemar
Center for the
Arts. Tucker
Smallwood (pic-
tured) joins Tom Schanley,
Stephanie Schulz and Harry Fowler
in the contemporary tale of love and
loss. Two families, unacquainted

with each another, suddenly find
themselves forced to communicate
on the most intimate terms.
Showtimes are 8 p.m., Thursday
through Sunday. Tickets start at $20.
2437 Main St., #B, Santa Monica.
brownpapertickets.com/event/29079
00.

The Speed
Merchants
Films fans are invited to a Petersen
Automotive Mu-
seum screening of
“The Speed
Merchants” on
Sunday, May 21
at 7 p.m. The
classic story of
the 1972
Manufacturer ’s
Championship was narrated by dri-

vers Mario Andretti and Vic Elford,
and takes viewers behind the scenes at
Daytona, Sebring, the Targa Florio,
the Nurburgring and Watkins Glen.
Admission is free for members; $5 per
couple for non-members. 6060
Wilshire Blvd., (323)930-2277,
petersen.org.

Theatre 40
Join Theatre 40 senior member Gloria
Stroock for “An Evening of
Storytelling” on Sunday, May 21 at 7
p.m. in the Reuben Cordova Theatre
on the campus of Beverly Hills High
School. Jim Furmston accompanies
on piano. Gail Johnston directs and
David Hunt Stafford produces for
Theatre 40. Proceeds support Theatre
40 programs. Tickets are $30. 241 S.
Moreno Drive, Beverly Hills.
(310)364-3606, theatre40.org.

Writers Panel
A panel of Southern California liter-
ary agents will discuss the state of
publishing during a forum on
Monday, May 22 at 7 p.m. at the
Veterans Memorial Building in Culver
City. The Independent Writers of
Southern California event features
panelists Sara Nestor, Steve Hutson,
Charlotte Gusay and moderator Telly
Davidson. General admission is $15.
4117 Overland Ave. iwosc.org.

Child Sex
Trafficking Film
Aviva Family and Children’s Services
is holding a screening of “I Am Jane
Doe” on Tuesday, May 23 at 7 p.m. at
the Creative Artists Agency Screening
Room. Narrated by Jessica Chastain,
the film chronicles the stories of
numerous mothers and their daughters
who fell victim to sex trafficking. The
event begins with a reception and
includes a presentation by Kelsi
Yeakel, Aviva Resource Family
Agency therapist. Tickets are $25.
2000 Avenue of the Stars, Century
City. (323)876-0550, ext. 1105,
impact.avivacenter.org/movie.

Concert For America
The fifth edition of the “Concert For
America” is on Wednesday, May 24 at
7 p.m. at UCLA’s Royce Hall. The con-

cert features Chita Rivera, Cheyenne
Jackson, Rachel Bloom, Wayne Brady,
Helen Reddy, Jane Lynch, Kate
Flannery, Megan Hilty, Dan
Bucatinksy, Barrett Foa, Marissa Jaret
Winokur, Alec Mapa, Wendy Liebman
and many others in a performance of
music, comedy and commentary.
Tickets start at $30. 340 Royce Drive.
concertsforAmerica.com.

Comedy and
Cocktails
Comedian Bill Devlin’s “Comedy
and Cocktails” show returns
Wednesday, May 24 at 8 p.m. at the
Hollywood Improv. Devlin’s show
mixes some of the hottest stand-up
comedians in the country with sur-
prise celebrity guests and a band.
8162 Melrose Ave. (323)651-2583,
hollywood.improv.com.

JFS Health Fair
Jewish Family Service of Los
Angeles is holding its free “Healthy
Aging and Wellness Fair” on
Thursday, May 25 from 10 a.m. to 1
p.m. at the JFS/Freda Mohr Activity
Center. The event includes lectures
on healthy aging, arthritis, fall pre-
vention and balance, and medication
management. Free blood pressure,
vision and foot screenings will also
be offered. 330 N. Fairfax Ave.
(323)937-5900, jfsla.org.

Teen Line Benefit
Cedars-Sinai Medical Center’s Teen
Line’s annual ”Food For Thought”
luncheon is on Thursday, May 25 at
The Beverly Hilton Hotel. The event
honors the Sarah
Shindler family
with the Family
Advocacy Award.
Teen honorees
include Naomi
Perez, Dylan
Brenner, Natalie
Musicant, Elliot Snow, Tommy
Attwood and many others. Actress
Katie Lowes (pictured) hosts the
event. A boutique starts at 10 a.m.,
followed by a luncheon and awards at
11:45 a.m. Tickets start at $150. 9876
Wilshire Blvd. Email events@teenli-
neonline.org, teenlineonline.org.
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photo by Caroline Moreau
Peter Brook, Marie-Hélène Estienne and Jean-Claude Carrière revisit the
Indian masterpiece “The Mahabharata” in “Battlefield” running from
Wednesday, May 24 through Saturday, May 27 at the Wallis Annenberg
Center for the Performing Arts. The production is a 70-minute distillation
of the central story in the ancient Sanskrit poem “The Mahabharata.” It
begins as the devastation of war is tearing the Bharata family apart. The
victorious new king must learn how to live with himself in the face of the
devastation and massacres he has caused. Showtimes are 8 p.m., with
matinees on May 27 and 28 at 2 p.m. Tickets start at $35. 9390 N. Santa
Monica Blvd., Beverly Hills. (310)746-4000, thewallis.org.
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Flat Art Files, Mirrors, 
•  Wood Working Tools
• 1,000 of Art Posters
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Bogie’s Liquor

We carry the finest in 
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• Kegs

5753 Melrose Ave. Corner of Melrose & Vine

Call us! 323-469-1414 
www.bogiesliquor.com 

Open 7 days 6 am - 2 am

Summer is just 
around the corner! 

Get your Memorial Day BBQ
beverages here!

Don’t Drink & Drive - We Deliver!!
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When Los Angeles County
Supervisor Sheila Kuehl, 3rd
District, addressed the Hollywood
Chamber of Commerce in 2015,
she referred to her job as one of the
nation’s most powerful positions in
local government.

“This is like when people say, in
the order of power, you have the
president, governors, and the L.A.
County Board of Supervisors, and I
don’t think it’s a joke,” Kuehl said.
“Because the truth is, I can wake up
in the morning and think of some-
thing I’d like to do about homeless-
ness – maybe I’d like us to put in
$200 million in the next year and a
half – and I only need two votes.”

Kuehl represents approximately
2 million county residents as one
member of a five-member board
that approved a budget of nearly
$30 billion last year. 

But now State Senator Tony
Mendoza (D-Artesia) is restarting
his effort to make big county gov-
ernments “more representative,”
accessible and accountable to the
populations they serve. Earlier this
year he introduced Senate
Constitutional Amendment (SCA)
12  to expand representation on
county boards that represent more
than five million people. More than
twice as many people live in Los
Angeles County. If the amendment
passes the Legislature and is
approved by voters in 2018, the size
of the Los Angeles County Board
of Supervisors would increase from
5 to 7. It would also require the cre-
ation of an Elected County
Executive.

“Accountability and transparen-
cy are critical to the functioning of
government, be it at the state, local
or federal levels,” Mendoza said.
“It has been over 150 years since
the county system of government
was introduced. California, espe-
cially Southern California, has
changed so dramatically and it is
imperative to adjust how a board of
supervisors is structured for large,
urban counties.”

SCA 12, pending passage through
the Legislature, would be scheduled
for voter consideration during the
June 5, 2018 Primary Election.

Using data from the 2020 U.S.
Census, the amendment would
change the number of seats on
county boards by limiting the popu-
lation of a single supervisorial dis-
trict to no more than twice the pop-
ulation size of a congressional dis-
trict, which currently averages to
approximately 1.4 million residents

per district. SCA 12 also contains
language to control expenses and
lays out the powers of the Elected
County Executive and establishes
new term limit guidelines.

“If Los Angeles County were a
state it would be the eighth largest.
I believe L.A. County is too large
and should split up,” said co-author
Senator Scott Wilk (D-Antelope
Valley).

Kuehl, however, said she strong-
ly opposes the amendment. 

“It is inappropriate from any
point of view to allow the voters
from 57 other counties to dictate the
governance structure of our coun-
ty,” she said. “No other local juris-
diction is so cynically singled out.
It’s hard for me to believe that elect-
ed representatives in Kern, Contra
Costa, Alameda, San Bernadino,
San Diego and other counties
would welcome the specter of
Angelenos removing their right to
local self-determination. Nor do I
imagine that voters in Northern
California should have the right to
vote on a constitutional amendment
to change the governance structure
of a county hundreds of miles to the
south. As someone who spent 14
years as a legislator in Sacramento,
I know the magnitude a proposal to
amend the California constitution
should have. This kind of personal
cherry-picking represents an extra-
ordinary state overreach.”

In a statement released this week,
Kuehl explained voters in Los
Angeles County already have the
ability to expand the membership
of the board of supervisors or estab-
lish an elected county Chief
Executive Officer by amending the
County Charter through a local bal-
lot measure.

“Since 1962, Los Angeles
County voters have had four oppor-
tunities to expand the board and
each time voters have overwhelm-
ingly rejected such proposals,”
Kuehl said.

Mendoza also made an attempt at
the same amendment in 2015, but
failed.

Kuehl also said the proposal for
an elected CEO would “deeply
politicize” the administrative and
ministerial work of county govern-
ment.

“Finally, it’s suspicious that cen-
trists in the Legislature want to
water down a progressive board. Or
perhaps there are just too many
women?” Kuehl said. “All the
authors of this wrong-headed bill
are men except for one woman

The city of Beverly Hills will
issue a $32.5 million settlement
following a series of accidents
along Loma Vista Drive resulting
in one death and two injuries,
according to attorneys represent-
ing the plaintiffs.

Cement truck driver Eric
Johnson was seriously injured in
May 2014 after his truck lost its
brakes along Loma Vista Drive
and he crashed into parked cars.
One week later, Los Angeles
Police Department Detective
Ernest Allen was killed when
another cement truck driver,
Brandon Cascio, lost control of
his truck and it rolled on top of
Allen’s pickup truck.

Cascio, who is in a vegetative
coma, and Johnson were repre-
sented by law firm Panish Shea &
Boyle LLP. Their case was con-
solidated with Allen’s case for
purposes of the trial. The settle-
ment was agreed upon in
February, a few days before the
trial was scheduled to begin.

The law firm criticized Beverly

Hills city officials for not ade-
quately addressing the safety risks
posed by Loma Vista Drive.

“For over 50 years, the city of
Beverly Hills had known that
Loma Vista Drive constituted a
dangerous condition because its
unusual grades are too steep for

too long at the top,” according to
the statement. “Because the road-
way has grades that are unusually
long and steep, drivers’ brakes are
used repeatedly while driving
down the hill until some eventual-
ly fail.”
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photo by Aaron Blevins
In 2014, an LAPD squad car collided with this big rig on Loma Vista
Drive in Beverly Hills. One officer, Nicholas Lee, was pronounced dead
at the scene. 

Beverly Hills reaches settlement with Loma Vista victims

See Loma Vista page 25

How many supervisors does
it take to run the county?
n Proposed amendment would increase number of
L.A. board members, and require elected executive

photo by Gregory Cornfield 
Supervisor Sheila Kuehl, left, answers questions in 2015 with Leron
Gubler, president and CEO of the Hollywood Chamber of Commerce.

See County page 26

http://www.prosprco.com
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The Los Angeles County
Sheriff’s Department’s Traffic
Services Detail will conduct a dri-
ving under the influence check-
point at an undisclosed location in
West Hollywood on Friday, May
19 from 6 p.m. to 4 a.m.

The city of West Hollywood
encourages people enjoying
nightlife in West Hollywood to use
The PickUp free shuttle. The
PickUp runs on Fridays and
Saturdays from 8 p.m. to 3 a.m. and
Sundays from 2 to 10 p.m. along

Santa Monica Boulevard. The shut-
tle travels along a four-mile loop
with 15 stops in each direction
between Robertson Boulevard and
La Brea Avenue. 

For information, visit wehopick-
up.com.

DUI checkpoint scheduled in West Hollywood

The Los Angeles County District
Attorney’s Office announced on
Wednesday that two women have
been charged in connection with an
attack on a man whose leg was sev-
ered after being pinned against a
railing in a Beverly Hills supermar-
ket parking lot.

One defendant, Jamika Marie
Abair, 22, of Long Beach, faces one
felony count each of attempted
murder, aggravated mayhem and
assault with a deadly weapon – a
vehicle.

Prosecutors also allege Abair

caused great bodily injury to the
victim. 

A second defendant, Sarah
Gabriella Huerta, 19, also a Long
Beach resident, was charged with
one felony count of accessory after
the fact, knowledge of crime.

The defendants pleaded not
guilty to the charges on May 16 and
are due back in court on June 14 in
Department W31 of the Los
Angeles County Superior Court,
Airport Branch.

Prosecutors allege that on May
12, Abair and Huerta reportedly got

into an altercation with the victim in
a supermarket parking lot in the
9400 block of Olympic Boulevard.
The confrontation ended with Abair
allegedly driving her vehicle toward
the victim and pinning him against a
railing, severing one of his legs
below the knee, prosecutors added.

If convicted as charged, Abair
faces a possible maximum sentence
of life in state prison. Huerta faces
three years in county jail.

The case remains under investi-
gation by the Beverly Hills Police
Department. 

Defendants charged for attack in Beverly Hills 

Detectives with the Los Angeles
Police Department’s Robbery-
Homicide Division are investigating
a home invasion robbery that
occurred at approximately 11:30
p.m. on May 16 in the 300 block of
N. Flores Street, near Beverly
Boulevard.

LAPD spokeswoman Rosario
Herrera said three unknown male

suspects, one armed with a handgun,
approached a female victim outside
the residence. They forced the victim
to take them inside and ordered her
to open a safe.

When the victim was unable to
open the safe, the suspects tried to
carry it away, but the safe was too
heavy and they left it behind, Herrera
said. The suspects stole property, but
Herrera said she did not have infor-
mation about what was taken.

According to media reports, the
home in the Beverly Grove neigh-
borhood belongs to rapper A$AP
Rocky, whose real name is Rakim
Mayers. Media reports also stated
that the property stolen was $1.5 mil-
lion in jewelry, although that could
not be confirmed by law enforce-
ment sources. No description of the
suspects was available. Herrera said
the incident is under investigation
and she had no further details.

Suspects target rapper’s home in Beverly Grove

The State Assembly voted 60-1
on May 4 to approve to approve
AB 1206, Assemblyman Raul
Bocanegra’s legislation to curb
prostitution.

AB 1206 would establish a 24-
month pilot program in Los
Angeles to allow law enforcement
agencies to impound vehicles of
customers and pimps that are used
during the solicitation of prostitu-
tion. 

“This is an important step to
protect our neighborhoods from
people who are taking advantage
of women who are being traf-
ficked,” said Bocanegra (D-
Pacoima). “We need to provide
law enforcement the tools to end
sex trafficking once and for all.”

The measure would allow the
city of Los Angeles to adopt an
ordinance to impound and seize

vehicles used in the act of solicit-
ing prostitution for up to 30 days
prior to a conviction. Currently,
law enforcement can only tow a
vehicle if a customer or pimp has a
prior conviction within the last
three years.

AB 1206 would also require the
city to create a diversion program
for prostitutes cited or arrested
during the pilot program, and
requires the city to issue a report
within six months of the comple-
tion of the pilot program.

“Human trafficking is a problem
in Los Angeles where vehicles
play a key role,” Bocanegra added.
“AB 1206 creates a zero-tolerance
policy for soliciting prostitution,
and anyone using their car will
have their vehicle towed.”

AB 1206 will next be considered
in the State Senate.

Bill will allow police to impound
cars used to solicit prostitutes

Two men were killed on May
14 at approximately 2 a.m. after a
stolen vehicle they were driving
collided with a tree on
Hollywood Boulevard, just east
of Gower Street.

Det. Jason Loya, with the Los
Angeles Police Department’s
Multidisciplinary Collision
Investigation Team (MCIT), said
patrol offers checking license
plates for stolen vehicles along
Hollywood Boulevard located a
1993 Honda Accord that was
reported stolen from the city of
Hawthorne. Officers attempted to
pull over the Honda, with two
men inside, but the driver sped
away eastbound on Hollywood
Boulevard.

“The suspects were going 70
to 90 miles per hour when they
lost control,” Loya said. “They
were heading eastbound on
Hollywood Boulevard and
briefly crossed into the west-
bound number one lane before
losing control and striking the
curb and a tree.”

Loya said the officers pursued
the vehicle one or two blocks

before the collision. The Honda
burst into flames after the crash
and the officers were unable to
extricate the people from the
vehicle.

After the fire was extin-
guished, paramedics pronounced
the men dead at the scene. Los
Angeles County Coroner’s
Office spokesman Ed Winter said
the victims’ names were not
being released pending notifica-
tion of next of kin. Flowers and
candles had been placed at the
scene of the collision on Monday.

Loya said the MCIT is investi-
gating the collision because it
involved a police pursuit. He
added that investigators found a
loaded gun inside the vehicle.
The firearm has been sent to a
police laboratory for testing to
determine if it was stolen, he
added. Detectives also worked
with nearby businesses, includ-
ing Toyota of Hollywood, to
obtain security camera footage
of the incident. The investigation
is ongoing.

The incident occurred at a
time when many nightclubs and
bars in the area were closing.

“When it first happened, there
was heavy vehicle traffic and
heavy pedestrian traffic,” Loya
added. “The speed limit is 35.
It’s fortunate nobody else was
hurt.”

n Incident occurred on
Hollywood Boulevard
near Gower Street

Two men driving stolen car
killed in fiery collision

photo by Edwin Folven
Flowers and candles were placed at the site of a collision on
Hollywood Boulevard on May 14 that claimed the lives of two men.

http://beverlyhills.org/living/walkwiththemayor/?NFR=1


The Los Angeles City Council’s
Planning and Land Use
Management (PLUM) Committee
again on Tuesday delayed consid-
eration of the Ivar Gardens project
– a 21-story, 232-foot tall hotel
proposal for the northeast corner of
Sunset and Cahuenga Boulevards. 
The proposal by R.D. Olson
Development includes a zone and
height change for the property, and
demolition of a one-story, Jack In
The Box restaurant. 
Opposition mounted last month
with the launch of an ad campaign
by UNITE HERE Local 11 – a
labor union that represents more
than 23,000 hospitality workers in
hotels, restaurants, universities and
convention centers. The ad cam-
paign – “Keep Hollywood Queer”
– includes posters on bus benches
in Hollywood that condemn the
proposal’s developer. The presi-
dent of the construction branch of
the company, Bill Wilhelm, was
connected to Legatus, a Christian
fundamentalist group linked to
“anti-gay” organizations that pub-
lish articles supporting “conver-
sion therapy” for LGBT children,
as well as the criminalization of
abortion and repeal of marriage
equality.
Earlier this month, Wilhelm
resigned from Legatus. 
“At R.D. Olson Construction,
we are committed to fostering, cul-

tivating and preserving a culture of
diversity and inclusion,” he wrote
in a letter. “Although I remain a
devout Catholic, some of Legatus’
beliefs regarding sexual orientation
and women’s rights do not repre-
sent my own. My decision to part
ways with this organization is sim-
ply a personal decision, one that
reflects my leadership philosophy.”
He added that the company will
be a sponsor of Orange County’s
LGBT Pride Parade for the first
time on June 24, but that isn’t
enough to solve the issues for
UNITE HERE.
On Wednesday, Elle Farmer – a
spokesperson for UNITE HERE –
said resigning from “a really real-
ly horrible organization” doesn’t
make up for joining it in the first
place. Farmer said Wilhelm has
had months to respond to UNITE
HERE’s opposition, but is just
now taking action to save his rep-
utation to get the project
approved.
“I cannot be in the mind of Bill
Wilhelm, nor do I want to be, but
it looks that way,” Farmer said.
Joey Sanchez, communications
director of the construction compa-
ny for R.D. Olson, said the union’s
opposition is a “bullying tactic” to
“force us to agree to a lot of their
labor agreements.” Sanchez said on
the construction side, they have had
a fair hiring process that has cele-
brated diversity. In April, Sanchez
added that he is gay and that

Wilhelm has never had an issue
with gay people. 
Councilman Mitch O’Farrell,
13th District, echoed Sanchez’s
sentiments in a statement. 
“Unite Here is zealously claim-
ing the R.D. Olson hotel proposed
on Sunset Boulevard will discrimi-
nate against the LGBT communi-
ty,” he said. “In my experience,
there has been nothing homophobic
about R.D. Olson’s approach to this
project. In fact, they have agreed to
work with me to create an LGBT
jobs pipeline. My record reflects

that I believe in fair wages and
good working conditions, but as a
gay man, I am extremely disap-
pointed that Unite Here has sought
to drive a wedge within my com-
munity in this way.”

Gil Diaz, communications man-
ager for the Los Angeles LGBT
Center, also released a statement
in the wake of UNITE HERE’s
opposition. 
“The head of our policy and
community building department
and members of his team met with
Bill Wilhelm, president of R.D.
Olson Construction, to encourage
him to sever his relationship with
the anti-LGBT organization
Legatus,” Diaz said. “We’ve
learned he has. While we’ve
always been strong supporters of
fair wages and practices – and the
Center is a union organization – we
have not taken a position on this
development.”
Farmer said the union has a list
of remaining concerns that it would
have raised even if Wilhem was
never involved, including concerns
about the size of the proposal and
the environmental effects on the

community, as it requires a height
and zone change in the city’s code,
as well as construction noise and
traffic impacts. 
“The environmental review for
this is inadequate,” Farmer said.
Anthony Wrzosek, vice presi-
dent of panning and development
for R.D. Olson Development, said
their attorneys and consultants are
responding to the environmental-
related concerns and they feel they
have addressed all other issues.
Farmer added that it’s certainly
possible for Wilhem to turn things
around as good actors. 
“But they spent time and money
being bad actors,” Farmer said.
“You have to actually take posi-
tive steps toward fixing that, such
as working with the community in
a real way.”
The PLUM Committee is
expected to consider the proposal
in mid-June.
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Planning committee delays decision on 
contentious hotel proposal for Hollywood

courtesy of UNITE HERE Local 11
A labor union launched an ad campaign to stop a hotel proposal for its
connections to “anti-LGBT” groups.

“They spent time
and money being
bad actors. You
have to actually

take positive steps
toward fixing that,
such as working

with the community
in a real way.” 

-Elle Farmer, 
UNITE HERE Local 11

https://www.metro.net/projects/westside/


Plans to turn a former
Firestone tire and service center
at the southeast corner of La
Brea Avenue and Eighth Street
into a microbrewery are taking
shape and have garnered the
support of local community
groups and Los Angeles City
Councilman David Ryu, 4th
District.
Plans have been submitted to

the city. The developer, Conroy
Commercial, has remained
tight-lipped about the project.
The Historic Preservation

Commission recently received
an update, and Conroy
Commercial has pledged to
maintain the historic façade, sig-
nage and other exterior features
of the building, said Ken
Bernstein, principal city planner
with the Office of Historic
Resources.
“The reaction from the com-

munity has been quite positive,”
Bernstein said. “I don’t antici-
pate any objections if it contin-
ues on the path it’s on.”
The building was constructed

in 1937 and was previously des-
ignated as a historic-cultural
monument because it was an
excellent example of Streamline
Moderne auto-related architec-
ture. Because of the building’s
historic-cultural monument sta-
tus, Conroy Commercial must
retain significant character-
defining characteristics,
Bernstein said.
Conrad Starr, of the Sycamore

Square Neighborhood
Association, said the association
voted to support the project. The
Miracle Mile Residential
Association (MMRA), located
to the west of La Brea Avenue,
has also expressed support.
“Everybody would like to see

that building come back to life,”
said MMRA vice president Ken
Hixon. “Parking is always the
issue, but the business owners
seem very cognizant of it and
are working very hard to make it
work. We support it, and are
excited to see how that intersec-

tion of Eighth and La Brea has
been transformed over the last
decade.”
The developer is reportedly

planning to lease parking spaces
in lots nearby and is seeking
additional locations for parking.
No timeline for the project has
been disclosed. It is unclear
whether Conroy or another ten-
ant to be announced will run the
microbrewery. Bernstein said
unless there are any further
objections, it will not have to
come back before the Cultural
Heritage Commission.

An announcement that there have
been no homicides in Hollywood
thus far in 2017 was among the
highlights of the Los Angeles
Police Department Hollywood
Division’s May 10 town hall meet-
ing addressing recent crime trends. 
Hollywood Division command-

ing officer Capt. Cory Palka led the
meeting, held at Immaculate Heart
High School, and briefed the
approximately 30 residents in atten-
dance about some of the latest sta-
tistics.
There were 35 homicides in

Hollywood in 1991, according to
the Hollywood Division. There
were only four combined in 2015
and 2016.
Palka attributed the drop in part

to the recent closing of two night-
clubs that had histories of crime-
related incidents. 
In October 2015, Los Angeles

City Councilman Mitch O’Farrell,
13th District, held a press confer-
ence to announce a crackdown on
code violations committed by
Hollywood nightclubs, particularly
Hollywood Boulevard locales
Supper Club and Cashmere.
Violations of particular concern
were underage drinking, over-serv-
ing alcohol to intoxicated cus-
tomers and staying open after
hours.
Both venues have since closed,

and Palka said the reduction of peo-
ple congregating on the street in the
early morning hours after the clubs
closed has, in turn, reduced crime.
But recent changes to city law have
created other complications for
police.
In February, the Los Angeles

City Council voted to decriminalize
vending on streets and sidewalks.
Mayor Eric Garcetti called it a
“critical first step toward protecting
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See Crime page 26

Changes brewing at former Firestone building on La Brea

Hollywood Division shares
crime trends at town hall

photo by Luke Harold 
Deputy City Attorney Steve Houchin spoke to residents about his role in
the community at the forum.

photo by Edwin Folven
Plans to turn a former Firestone Building at Eighth Street and La Brea
Avenue are gaining support with city officials and community members.

https://www.broadwayfederalbank.com
http://www.tashmans.com


The Los Angeles County
Sheriff’s Department is seeking
people interested in law enforce-
ment to volunteer at the West
Hollywood Sheriff’s Station.
Volunteers provide numerous

support functions in the station,
from staffing the front desk to
helping station personnel.
Volunteers who undergo more
extensive training also work in
the field, helping with traffic con-
trol at major events and
patrolling around the city.
“They are the extra eyes and

ears for the deputies,” said
Richard Best, senior team leader
for the West Hollywood Sheriff’s
Station Volunteer Program.
“They provide support so the
deputies can focus on other
duties.”
Volunteers must be 18 years

old and are required to undergo a
criminal background check. The
positions are unpaid and the vol-
unteers are unarmed. Participants
are trained in basic department
functions and work alongside
sworn sheriff’s department per-
sonnel. They are asked to work
16 hours per month, and many
volunteers spread the time out by
working four-hour shifts, once a
week. Volunteers are not required
to live in West Hollywood.
“Everybody starts at the front

desk,” Best said. “It provides a
great foundation for working at
the station. They issue parking
passes and file reports. It frees
the deputies up to do other

things.”
Best said volunteers who wish

to get more involved can move
into field duties. The station has
unmarked patrol vehicles in
which the volunteers drive
around the city, alerting deputies
if they see suspicious activity or
crimes. Volunteers who work in
the field undergo additional train-
ing in the use of police radios and
driving requirements.
Dr. Cary Charlin, a Beverly

Hills resident, has volunteered at
the West Hollywood Sheriff’s
Station for the past seven years.
He said the experience has given
him insight into law enforcement
and the risks involved, and added
that he has formed lasting per-
sonal relationships with many
deputies. Charlin patrols the city
and helps at special events. He
said it fulfills his desire to serve
the community.
“It’s been very rewarding for

me,” Charlin said. “It’s all about
helping the community.”
Lt. David Smith said there are

currently approximately 30 vol-
unteers at the station, but the pro-
gram has had as many as 45
members in the past. He added
that they are very beneficial to
the sworn personnel.
“We are always looking for

volunteers,” Smith said.
Anyone seeking information

about the program is asked to
email rhbest@lasd.org.
Information is also available by
calling the station at (310)855-
8850, and visiting
wehosheriff.com.
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The National Association of
Counties (NACo) has recognized
the Los Angeles County Assessor’s
Office with a 2017 Achievement
Award, which honors innovative
and effective county government
programs that enhance services for
residents.
The Assessor’s Office was specif-

ically recognized for its new Online
Portal, which was launched to
improve public access to Los
Angeles County property data. The
Online Portal enables anyone with
internet access to find detailed infor-
mation about nearly 2.6 million
property parcels in an easy to read
format. The website portal also pro-
vides access to over 30 years of
assessment history.

“This system upgrade makes it
faster and easier for the public to
access and interpret online assess-
ment data,” said Assessor Jeffrey
Prang. “By compiling data online
and making information more
accessible to the public, users save
time and resources previously spent
on onsite searches and multiple
phone calls.”
The awards are given nationally

in 18 categories, including children
and youth, criminal justice, county
administration, information technol-
ogy, health, civic engagement and
many others. NACo will recognize
the award winners at its 2017 annual
conference and exposition from July
21-24 in Franklin County, Ohio. For
information, visit naco.org.

Assessor recognized for 
innovative online service

The Los Angeles County
Metropolitan Transportation
Authority (Metro) is warning resi-
dents and motorists about ongoing
Purple Line Extension project work
along Wilshire Boulevard.
Advanced utility relocation work

will continue in Beverly Hills
through Friday, May 19 along the
north side of Wilshire Boulevard
between San Vicente Boulevard and
Le Doux Road, and on north Gale
Drive. Crews will install a pole and
overhead lines. Northbound La
Cienega Boulevard will be reduced
to two lanes from near Wilshire
Boulevard from 7 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Conduit placement will occur in the
evening. Pot holing, piling, geotech-
nical instrumentation and jet grout-
ing preparation is also occurring near
Wilshire and La Cienega
Boulevards.
To ease the impact of construction

near Wilshire and La Cienega
Boulevards, Metro has launched a
one-hour parking validation program
at 8350 Wilshire Blvd. and 8447
Wilshire Blvd. The parking replaces
metered spots removed along
Wilshire Boulevard between San
Vicente and La Cienega Boulevards
in Beverly Hills. One-hour parking
validation will be provided Monday
through Friday from 10 a.m. to 3
p.m. Motorists must mention
“Metro” for validation.
Additional Purple Line Extension

project construction is also continu-
ing in the Miracle Mile and Wilshire
Center neighborhoods. Street
restoration and paving is occurring
near Wilshire Boulevard and Wilton

Place. Eastbound Wilshire
Boulevard will be reduced to one
lane intermittently in each direction
between Western and Norton
Avenues Monday through
Wednesday from 9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
Beginning Friday, May 19, jet

grouting will continue in a new loca-
tion at Wilshire and Crenshaw
Boulevards. Jet grouting is a con-
struction process that uses high-pres-
sure air and grout to create a deep
soil-concrete block. The purpose is
to reinforce and strengthen the soil
with concrete to support tunneling.
Each jet grouting operation will take
approximately 8 to 12 weeks.
Additionally, there will be inter-

mittent changes to traffic control and
street lighting on Wilshire Boulevard
from Orange Drive to La Brea

Avenue from 7 a.m. to 11 p.m.
Excavation is also occurring behind
a closed area in the street at Wilshire
Boulevard and Sycamore Avenue.
Near Fairfax Avenue, southbound

Ogden Drive and Orange Grove
Avenue will be closed intermittently
Monday through Friday south of
Wilshire Boulevard. Work hours are
7 a.m. to 11 p.m..
Metro is holding a community

meeting on the Purple Line
Extension project tonight, May 18,
from 6 to 8 p.m. in the James Cagney
Boardroom at the SAG-AFTRA
building, 5757 Wilshire Blvd. Staff
will provide a project overview and
an update on construction, and par-
ticipants can ask questions. For
information, call (323)GOMETRO,
or visit metro.net.

Purple Line subway project keeps moving along

photo by Greg Cornfield
Crews continue to work on the subway station near Wilshire Boulevard
and La Brea Avenue.WeHo Sheriffs looking for 

a few good volunteers

photo courtesy of the LASD
Volunteers at the West Hollywood Sheriff’s Station are shown with
former station commanding officer Holly Perez (second from right)
and Lt. David Smith (right).

http://beverlyhills.org/living/constructionprojects/constructionactivities/?NFR=1


The Beverly Hills City Council
on Tuesday directed staff to pro-
ceed with the removal of 195 tree
stumps from two vacant properties
known as Parcels 12 and 13 that are
located between Civic Center Drive
and Santa Monica Boulevard,
between the Beverly Hills Civic
Center and the city’s border with
West Hollywood.
The trees were cut down in 2015

by the property’s private owner, the
Beverly Hills Land Company
(BHLC), and the stumps now need
to be removed as part of the Santa
Monica Boulevard reconstruction
project, according to city staff. The
parcels run parallel to Santa
Monica Boulevard and Civic
Center Drive, and were formerly a
Union Pacific Railroad right of way
that has long been defunct.
Thirteen of the stumps are on a

two-foot strip running along Santa
Monica Boulevard that is the city’s
public right of way. The others
straddle the property line on prop-
erty jointly owned by the city and
BHLC.
The stump removal will enable

crews to complete gutter and curb
repairs along the south side of
Santa Monica Boulevard. Plans
also call for an irrigation system to
be installed and new fencing

around the property. New landscap-
ing will also be planted along the
boulevard.
Opponents of the removal con-

tend that only the 13 stumps on the
city right of way should be
removed. The tree removal in 2015
was controversial because it was
done without public notice, and
crews hired by the BHLC did not
request or receive a permit neces-
sary to close a lane on Santa
Monica Boulevard for the removal.
Some residents want the stumps not
entirely on city property to be pre-
served as evidence if a civil lawsuit
is filed in the future against the
BHLC.
The BHLC had the trees cut

down based on a private arborist’s
report identifying them as “poten-
tial hazards” because of root uplift-
ing and falling limbs, according to
a report on the city’s website. “The
city’s arborist reviewed the report
and generally agreed with the
assessment,” according to the doc-
ument published on
beverlyhills.org.
A permit is not required for the

removal of privately owned trees
on non-residential property, but
public notice is required to remove
trees on public property, according
to the report. A public notice was
not issued. Repercussions for the
BHLC removing the trees are still
pending. The BHLC is responsible
for maintenance and other work on
the parcels, including the stump
removal, per an agreement with the
city.

Councilmen Robert Wunderlich
and Lester Friedman, and Vice
Mayor Julian Gold, agreed that all
of the stumps should be removed.
They cited the need to expeditious-
ly move forward with the Santa
Monica Boulevard reconstruction
project. If a lawsuit is filed later
over the tree removal, the city has
documented each stump’s location
with GPS coordinates and other
methods, and there is sufficient evi-
dence of where the trees were locat-
ed, according to the council mem-
bers.
Councilman John Mirisch said

he believes only the 13 stumps on
the city right of way should be
removed. Mayor Lili Bosse said
she was also inclined to agree that
only the 13 stumps should be
removed, but added that she did not
want to impede the Santa Monica
Boulevard reconstruction project.
The stump removal will begin on

May 19 and will last six days, said
Beverly Hills public information
manager Therese Kosterman. The
removal is part of Phase II of work
on the parcels. Pruning and other
work to preserve additional exist-
ing trees on the land was conducted
as part of Phase I.
Another issue involving the

parcels is arsenic contamination
believed to be the result of years of
railroad operations. The state
Department of Toxic Substances
Control (DTSC), the city of
Beverly Hills, the BHLC and
Union Pacific are working on a
plan to remove the contamination.
Testing has determined the contam-
inations is present but is within safe
levels. The city and DTSC will
monitor the stump removal to
ensure there is no impact from the
ground contamination during the
project.
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CITY OF WEST HOLLYWOOD 
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the West Hollywood
Planning Commission will hold a Public Hearing to con-
sider the following item:

LOCATIONS: 1221 N. DETROIT STREET, 
West Hollywood, California

REQUEST:                Applicant is requesting to demol-
ish all residential structures on-
site, and construct a three-story,
five-unit condominium building
over a subterranean parking
garage.

PERMIT(S):              Demolition Permit, Development
Permit, Subdivision Permit, and
any other required permits.

APPLICANT(S):       1221 N. Detroit, LLC (Margaret
Taylor, Apex LA)

TIME/PLACE            Thursday, June 1, 2017 
OF HEARING:          at 6:30 p.m.
                                 West Hollywood Park Public

Meeting Room – 
                                 Council Chambers
                                 625 N. San Vicente Boulevard
                                 West Hollywood, CA  90069

ZONES:                    R3C (Residential, Multi-Family
Medium Density)

ENVIRONMENTAL
STATUS:                   Categorically exempt from the

provisions of the California Envi-
ronmental Quality Act (CEQA),
pursuant to Section §15332 (In-
Fill Development)

The staff report will be available on Thursday, May 25,
2017, at City Hall, 8300 Santa Monica Boulevard, the
W.H. Library, 625 N. San Vicente Boulevard, and on-line
at www.weho.org

IF YOU CHALLENGE this item in court, you may be lim-
ited to raising only those issues you or someone else
raised at the Public Hearing described in this notice, or
in the written correspondence delivered to the West Hol-
lywood Planning Commission, via the Community De-
velopment Department at, or prior to, the Public Hearing.

To comply with the American with Disabilities Act of
1990, Assistive Listening Devices (ALD) will be available
for checkout at the meeting.  If you require special as-
sistance to participate in this meeting (e.g., a signer for
the hearing impaired), you must call, or submit your re-
quest in writing to the Office of the City Clerk at (323)
848-6409 at least 48 hours prior to the meeting.  The
City TDD line for the hearing impaired is (323) 848-6496.

Special meeting related accommodations (e.g., trans-
portation) may be provided upon written request to the
Office of the City Clerk at least 48 hours prior to the
meeting.  For information on public transportation, call
1-323-GO-METRO (323-466-3876) or go to
www.metro.net

ALL INTERESTED PERSONS are invited to attend said
Public Hearing to express their opinion in this matter.

For further information contact Antonio Castillo, Asso-
ciate Planner, in the Community Development Depart-
ment at (323) 848-6475; or via email at:
acastillo@weho.org

Yvonne Quarker, City Clerk

Мы сообщаем вам об обсуждении про-
екта. Для дополнительной информации
на русском языке звоните: 323-848-6826.

Beverly Hills OKs stump removal 
along Santa Monica Boulevard
n Work is necessary on
Parcels 12 and 13 for
street reconstruction 

May is National Bike Month, an
annual opportunity for communi-
ties to celebrate bicycling. 
The Los Angeles Department of

Transportation (LADOT) has
teamed up with the California
Office of Traffic Safety (OTS) and
community partners to celebrate
Bike Month by working to make
the city of Los Angeles a safer
place for people biking and walk-
ing.
Today, May 18, is Bike to Work

Day in the city of Los Angeles. To
encourage the healthy method of
commuting, LADOT will offer free
rides to bicyclists who use DASH
and Commuter Express bus ser-
vices, or Metro buses and trains.
Any rider who either brings a bicy-
cle or wears a bicycle helmet will
be given a free ride on DASH or
Commuter Express buses. For
those Commuter Express riders
who bring a bicycle, all Commuter
Express buses are outfitted with
bike racks on the front of the bus.
Each rack accommodates three
bikes, so riders bringing their bikes
will be accommodated on a first-
come, first-serve basis. For DASH
riders, DASH buses have two posi-
tion bike racks on the front of the
bus. However, any rider who
boards any DASH bus wearing a
bicycle helmet or carrying a folding
bike will get a free ride. 
West Hollywood is also celebrat-

ing Bike Month, as well as the
recent launch of its shared bicycle
system. The city of West
Hollywood will host a pit stop for
Bike to Work Day on May 18 with
the WeHo Bike Coalition and Bikes
and Bikes LA in the sidewalk plaza
at 8743 Santa Monica Blvd., east of
Hancock Avenue. Cyclists will

enjoy coffee, snacks and giveaways
during their morning commute
stop-off from 7:30 to 10 a.m. For
information, call (323)848-6868.
West Hollywood’s bike hub will

feature representatives from the
city of West Hollywood and the
West Hollywood Bicycle Coalition,
who will provide bike-safety infor-
mation and materials. 
Under the city’s Vision Zero ini-

tiative, the agencies will also host
eight creative traffic safety educa-
tion campaigns to promote road
safety. The campaigns aim to
engage the public in conversations
about traffic safety.
Throughout May, bike advocates

come together for bicycle cara-
vans, trainings, “Bike to Work
Day,” and fix-it workshops.
Participants also use the month to
advocate for bicycle infrastructure
and commemorate friends and
family lost in crashes. It is an
opportunity to strengthen the bicy-

cle community, 13talk about and
practice bicycle safety, and cele-
brate the form of transportation.
OTS shares Vision Zero’s goal

of zero traffic deaths in Los
Angeles. The community-based
education campaigns come in
advance of safety improvements
coming this summer to 95 miles of
the High Injury Network. These
parallel efforts are aimed at meet-
ing Vision Zero LA’s first major
benchmark goal: a 20-percent
reduction in traffic fatalities by the
end of 2017. 
For information about Vision

Zero and its traffic safety cam-
paigns, visit: visionzero.la-
city.org/actions/. For information
on LADOT’s support for the use of
bicycles, visit us at http://bike.lac-
ity.org. For DASH or Commuter
Express bus routes in your area,
visit ladottransit.com or call the
LADOT Customer Service Center
at (323)808-2273.

Cities encourage cycling during National Bike Month 

photo by Edwin Folven
West Hollywood’s “WeHo Pedals” program offers bike sharing. Riders
can find bicycles at stations throughout the city, including this one at
Santa Monica Boulevard and Doheny Drive. 

http://www.weho.org
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The Beverly Hills Farmers’
Market is accepting home-baked
fruit pie entries for the annual Pie
Bake A’la Beverly Hills and chil-
dren’s “Piesta,” from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m
on Sunday, June 11. 
The deadline to apply for the

home-baked pie contest is May 28.
Applications are available at beverly-
hills.org/piesta. 
All pie-bake entries must be made

with locally grown California fruit.
Judging criteria is based on appear-
ance, creativity, crust, consistency
and flavor by a panel of distinguished
chefs and food celebrity judges. Gift
certificates will be given to winners
by supporting sponsor Clementine of
Beverly Hills, including: $200 for 1st
place; $100 for second place; $50 for
third place, and $50 gift certificate for
the “Most Pieutiful.”
The annual Pie Bake & Piesta is a

free event featuring a pie-eating con-
test for kids and adults, and entertain-
ing pie-themed activities, including
pie ingredient juggling, pie making
and decorating, and searching for
treasures in pastry flour. 
Pony rides and a petting zoo will

also be available for a nominal fee. 
The Pie Bake A’la Beverly Hills

& Piesta is featured in conjunction
with the weekly Farmers’ Market,
located along Civic Center Drive
between Third Street and Santa
Monica Boulevard.  Free two-hour

parking is available in the Civic
Center garage. All regular farmers
and prepared foods vendors will be
at the market. For pie bake entry
rules or to download an application,
call (310)285-6830 or visit beverly-
hills.org/FarmersMarket.

Beverly Hills contests are as easy as pie

Beverly Hills officers ride in 
nationwide Police Unity Tour
Members of the Beverly Hills

Police Department rode from May
10-12 in the Police Unity Tour – a
three-day, 250-mile bicycle ride
from Somerset, New Jersey to
Washington, D.C. The ride honors
law enforcement officers killed in
the line of duty and culminates with
the opening ceremonies for Police
Week in Washington, D.C. Pictured
are Sgt. Todd Withers (left), Det.
Paul Kim and Sgt. Sean Smollen, of
the Beverly Hills Police
Department. Also participating was
retired K-9 officer Bobby Bloore.
Additional National Police Week

observances in Beverly Hills
included a public flag raising cere-
mony honoring fallen officers on
May 15 at the Beverly Hills Police
Station. On May 24, representatives

of the department will attend the
Los Angeles County Police
Officers’ Memorial, hosted by the
Los Angeles County Sheriff’s
Department, at the Biscailuz Center
Training Academy at 1060 N.
Eastern Ave., in Los Angeles.

photo courtesy of the city of Beverly Hills
Children and adults can participate in a pie-eating contest at the annual
“Pie Bake A’la Beverly Hills” and children’s “Piesta.”

photo courtesy of the Beverly Hills Police Department

LAPD to hold
annual Police
Memorial Run

Beverly Hills 
celebrates 
Public Works Day

The Los Angeles Police Revolver
and Athletic Club’s 2017 Annual
Police Memorial Run is on
Saturday, May 20 from 7 to 11 a.m.
at the Los Angeles Police Academy
in Elysian Park.
The annual event honors officers

who lost their lives in the line of
duty, and pays tribute to those who
risk their lives daily on the job. An
awards presentation will begin
immediately after the run. For infor-
mation, call the Los Angeles Police
Revolver and Athletic Club at
(323)221-5222.

Celebrate Public Works Day on
Sunday, May 21 at the Beverly Hills
Farmers’ Market. Activities will
include face painting, pony rides, a
petting zoo, music and games.
Visitors can also meet Beverly Hills
Public Works officials and learn
how they improve quality of life in
the city.
The Public Works Day celebra-

tion runs from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the
Beverly Hills Farmers’ Market,
located on Civic Center Drive and
Third Street. Free parking is avail-
able in the Civic Center parking
garage at 450 N. Rexford Drive.
For information, call (310)285-

2461, or visit beverlyhills.org.

http://www.anawaltlumber.com
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Congressman Adam Schiff (D-
CA) on Friday joined Los Angeles
City Councilmen Mitch O’Farrell,
Mike Bonin and Paul Koretz, as
well as officials with the Los
Angeles LGBT Center, to condemn
international human rights viola-
tions, specifically the beating and
torture of gay men in concentration
camps in the Republic of Chechnya.
The group joined outside City

Hall to call on President Donald J.
Trump to condemn the horrific
abuse of gay men in Chechnya.
“President Trump is so complete-

ly tone deaf as it relates to the con-
sequences of violence that authori-
tarianism breeds, and so engulfed in
the meltdown of his own adminis-
tration, that we cannot realistically
expect a show of leadership from
our own executive branch of gov-
ernment to pressure or shame the
Russian government into address-
ing the persecution of the LGBT
community within their borders,”
said O’Farrell, 13th District. “The
Trump administration must act and
act now, and world leaders must
speak in one voice. If the president
will not do this, then we will do it
ourselves.”
Schiff said he has been

“appalled” to learn of the “ongoing
atrocities.”
“Life, liberty and security are

fundamental human rights that we
are all entitled to, regardless of who
we are, or who we love, and the
United States must speak out
against these attacks on fellow
human beings. We cannot be silent
and look the other way. The United
States must serve as a beacon of
hope for vulnerable populations
around the world,” Schiff said. “We

must recommit ourselves to protect
and promote the human rights and
dignity of all persons.”
To date, nearly 100 gay men have

been detained and at least three have
been murdered, according to
O’Farrell’s office.
“As Los Angeles City

Councilmember of the 5th District
and former Mayor of West
Hollywood, I have spent my career
fighting anti-LGBTQ discrimina-
tion with the same vehemence as
every other kind of discrimination,”
said Koretz. “These atrocities must
stop and stop immediately. We
don’t fight discrimination by keep-
ing it in the dark – we chase it out of
the shadows by shining a strong
light on inhumanity wherever it
may occur. Today we stand together
with love for our fellow human
beings. Today we reaffirm that we
will not stand idly by while our fel-
low human beings suffer.”
Bonin, 11th District, said the

internment and genocide of gay
men in Chechnya is a tragic episode
in the history of humanity.

“If President Trump is unwilling
to act, it shows him to be a coward
unwilling to uphold the American
ideal and we are calling on
Washington, D.C. to engage and
end this atrocity immediately,”
Bonin said. 
O’Farrell, Bonin, and Koretz

introduced a resolution denouncing
the violations of human rights by

the Chechen government and the
Russian Federation.
“The failure of our president, our

secretary of state, and the U.N. sec-
retary general to address these
atrocities is an outrage,” said Lorri
L. Jean, CEO of the LA LGBT
Center. “Gay men are dying while
President Trump and Secretary
Tillerson cater to Vladimir Putin. As

long as they stay silent in the face of
such horrific violence and murder,
they have blood on their hands.”
The City Council resolution will

also call upon the Trump
Administration and the State
Department to sanction Chechnya
and the Russian Federation for their
inhumane treatment of lesbian, gay,
bisexual and transgender people.

photo courtesy of the offices of CD 13
(From left) L.A. LGBT Center CEO Lorri L. Jean; Councilman Paul
Koretz, 5th District; Councilman Mitch O’Farrell, 13th District;
Councilman Mike Bonin, 11th District; and Congressman Adam Schiff
held a press conference to condemn human rights violations in the
Republic of Chechnya. 

Elected leaders urge Trump to condemn LGBT 
concentration camps in Chechnya

Brown joins call
on Trump keep
Paris Climate
Agreement

“We don’t fight 
discrimination by
keeping it in the

dark – we chase it
out of the shadows

by shining a 
strong light on 

inhumanity 
wherever it 
may occur”

-Councilman Paul Koretz, 5th
District

In a letter sent last week to the
White House, Gov. Jerry Brown and
the governors of New York, Oregon,
Washington, Pennsylvania,
Colorado, Connecticut, Delaware,
Hawaii, Minnesota, Virginia and
Rhode Island called on President
Donald J. Trump to keep the United
States in the Paris Climate
Agreement.
“Maintaining the U.S. commit-

ment is essential to protect our resi-
dents, and indeed, all Americans from
the potentially catastrophic impacts
of a changing climate,” said Brown
and the 11 other governors in the let-
ter. “In each of our states, the path for-
ward is clear. Our citizens demand
the low-cost, clean-air benefits that a
clean energy transition can provide.”
Moving to reinforce and expand

the world’s commitment to climate
action, California and Baden-
Württemberg, Germany in 2015
formed the Under2 Coalition – an
international pact among cities, states
and countries to limit the increase in
global average temperature to below
2 degrees Celsius, the level of poten-
tially catastrophic consequences. The
growing coalition now includes 170
jurisdictions on six continents that
collectively represent more than 1.18
billion people and $27.5 trillion GDP
– equivalent to 16 percent of the glob-
al population and 37 percent of the
global economy.

http://thewallis.org/pride
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Mayor Eric Garcetti last week
signed a new law that will create
more affordable housing and protect
thousands of Angelenos from evic-
tion by enabling the city to legalize
certain unpermitted housing units.
There are currently thousands of

occupied units across Los Angeles
that were not permitted properly
when they were built. This ordinance
creates a path to legalization for many
of those units, allowing the city to
ensure that they are safe and habit-
able, without displacing families
from their homes.
“Too many Angelenos are already

struggling to stay ahead of rising
rents – and we must take action to
protect our communities, and keep
families in their homes,” Garcetti
said. “This ordinance will improve
the health and safety of our housing
stock, add more units to the market,
and bring us closer to meeting our
affordable housing goals.”
The new ordinance will use exist-

ing state density bonus laws to legal-
ize the unapproved units once they
have passed all necessary health,
safety and habitability inspections. 
The city will permit the units in

exchange for long-term commit-
ments from landlords to keep them
affordable.
“Passage of the Unapproved

Dwelling Units (UDU) ordinance is a
small but significant step to address
affordability in Los Angeles,” said
Councilman Gil Cedillo, 1st District.
“Buildings zoned as multiple family,
including apartments and duplexes,
will now be be brought to code while
ensuring health and safety require-
ments, adding to our housing stock.

We are in a housing crisis and need to
use every tool within reach to
increase our affordable housing sup-
ply.”
Councilmember José Huizar, 14th

District, said the UDU ordinance is a
common-sense solution to increasing
the city of Los Angeles’ affordable
housing stock and protecting low-
and moderate-income Angelenos.
“This ordinance will directly ben-

efit and protect those residents and
their families while increasing our
available affordable housing stock
for others,” said Huizar, who is chair
of the city’s Planning Committee. 

To give property owners time to
pursue this new route to legalization,
the Housing and Community
Investment Department (HCID) is
developing a program that would
defer certain code enforcement pro-
ceedings while landlords bring their
unpermitted units into compliance.
Owners of multifamily buildings

who have questions on how to pur-
sue legalization of unapproved
dwelling units can contact the
Department of City Planning’s
Priority Housing Project (PHP) pro-
gram at (213)202-5456 or
dcpphp@lacity.org.

Garcetti signs ordinance to legalize more 
affordable housing units

photo by Gregory Cornfield 

The city of West Hollywood on
Wednesday hosted its 2017 Public
Safety Awards to recognize indi-
viduals, groups and businesses
that have made significant efforts
toward enhancing public safety.
The individual Public Safety

Award was presented to Allen
Tripolskiy; the award for a busi-
ness or organization was present-
ed to The Hudson; the Lt. James
Farrell Deputy of the Year Award
was presented to Deputy Brandon
Zeff; and the Firefighter of the
Year Award was presented to
Firefighter Specialist Steven
Perkins.
These award recipients have

made extraordinary efforts to vol-
unteer for public safety programs
or events, and organized commu-
nity-watch groups. They have
made efforts to strengthen law
enforcement and community part-
nerships, and dedicated many
hours of service to the Sheriff’s
Department or Fire Department,
or demonstrated leadership in any
variety of ways that have con-
tributed to a safer community.
The Public Safety Awards were

held at the city of West
Hollywood’s Council Chambers,
at 625 N. San Vicente Blvd.
For information about the

Public Safety Awards, contact
Lily Campbell, the city of West
Hollywood’s Emergency
Management Coordinator, at
(323)848-6831 or
lcampbell@weho.org.

WeHo hosts
2017 Public
Safety Awards

http://www.farmersmarketla.com
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The city of West Hollywood
launched the latest of its new
micro-parks with two “TinyPark”
spaces on the city’s eastside. 
The first is located at the inter-

section of Santa Monica
Boulevard and North Gardner
Street, adjacent to Astro Burger;
the second is located across the
street at the intersection of Santa
Monica Boulevard and North
Vista Street, adjacent to Fatburger.
Each “TinyPark” is composed

of solid pink boxes that can serve
as “interactive furniture” to
encourage passersby to “play,
pause or smile.” They are places to
sit, gather, socialize and interact
with neighbors. The boxes are
ideal for enjoying lunch, playing a
game of chess or checkers, or just
enjoying a moment in a shady
spot.
Selfie photos should uploaded

with the hashtag #TinyPark on
social media. Visit
weho.org/micropark for updates
on additional micro-parks to be
installed across the city. 
For information, contact Garen

Gary Srapyan, associate planner
for the city of West Hollywood, at

(323)848-6827, or  via email at
gsrapyan@weho.org.

WeHo thinks outside the box with TinyPark spaces

photo by Garen Gary Srapyan | Courtesy of the City of West Hollywood

The Los Angeles County Board
of Supervisors on May 11 con-
firmed the appointment of Nadia
Davis-Lockyer to the 10-member
Los Angeles Homeless Services
Authority (LAHSA) Commission,
the agency’s governing board. She
replaces commissioner Owen
Newcomer, who resigned.
Davis-Lockyer, who was

appointed by Supervisor Janice
Hahn, 4th District, will join the
commission at its meeting on May
26. She has been an advocate for
young people since she was an
undergraduate at UCLA in the early
1990s. While a student at UCLA,
Davis-Lockyer mentored inner-city
youth through Project Motivation.
Later while a student at Loyola
Law School, she mentored students
at a neighboring elementary school.
Davis-Lockyer has also written a

handbook and conducted seminars
throughout California for immi-
grant children and youth seeking
higher education.
In 1997, Davis-Lockyer was

elected to the Santa Ana Unified
School District Board of Trustees,
and in 2010, was elected to the
Alameda County Board of
Supervisors. She chaired the SSI
Advocacy Committee and worked
on mental health issues, homeless-
ness, youth violence prevention and
education.

“I am very honored to be named
to the LAHSA Commission and I
am eager to join my colleagues in
the ongoing effort to end homeless-
ness in Los Angeles County,”
Davis-Lockyer said. “There is no
more critical issue facing our com-
munity in these times.”
The Los Angeles Homeless

Services Authority is a city and
county joint powers authority creat-
ed in 1993 to address homelessness
in Los Angeles County.
“Nadia has devoted her life to

helping those in need,” said Wendy
Greuel, chair of the LAHSA
Commission. “Her dedication and
commitment will be great assets to
the commission.”
LAHSA is the lead agency in the

HUD-funded Los Angeles
Continuum of Care and manages
more than $132 million annually in
federal, state, county and city funds
for programs providing shelter,
housing and services to homeless
individuals.
“Homelessness is the most press-

ing issue currently facing Los
Angeles County and LAHSA is at
the frontlines,” Hahn said. “Nadia
Davis-Lockyer has dedicated her
life to public service and will con-
tinue to fight for those most in need
in her new role on the LAHSA
Commission.”
For information, visit lahsa.org.

Supervisors appoint new member
to LAHSA Commission

The Associates For Breast and Prostate Cancer Studies (ABCs) hosted
its annual Mother’s Day Luncheon on May 10 at the Four Seasons Hotel
at Beverly Hills. The event benefits breast and prostate cancer research at
the John Wayne Cancer Institute at Providence Saint John’s Health Center.
Pictured are Mother of the Year awardee Sharon Stone (left), ABCs presi-
dent Gloria Gebbia and Humanitarian awardee Chaz Dean.
The ABCs was formed 27 years ago by a group of philanthropists who

wanted to devote charitable efforts and resources to eradicating cancer.
Since 1990, the organization has raised more than $15 million. For infor-
mation, visit abcjw.com.

photo by Vince Bucci

ABCs awards supporters at 
annual luncheon

https://www.samys.com
http://www.scientology-losangeles.org


even re-printing columns in future
editions of your newspaper. She
seems to have had a special talent
to make us smile at ourselves.

Barbara Young
Waring Avenue

Re “Letters to Editor:
Movietown Square should have
better amenities for seniors,” May
11 issue

Sofia Gelman, of West
Hollywood, writes about Metro
failing to respond to requests
about the location of a bus stop
that would make using the bus
much more convenient for elderly
folks living in her community.
From my experience and obser-

vations, Metro fails in many ways
in serving our city. I tried it out
and found it dangerous to passen-
gers’ health and welfare. I was
almost knocked over when the
bus abruptly started up before I
reached the seating area. I was on
a bus when it collided with a car,
tossing passengers to the ground
and bumping heads against win-
dows/walls. Add that to the terri-
bly bumpy roads and potholes that
make it hard to stand up or walk
on the bus as it travels our roads.
Recently, I saw a bus abruptly
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Senators challenge president’s executive orderCouncil honors LGBTQ
mixed martial artist

photo by Sheri Mandel, City of Los Angeles
Los Angeles City Councilwoman Nury Martinez, 6th District, rec-

ognized UFC women’s bantamweight champion Amanda Nunes on
Tuesday at the Los Angeles City Council meeting. Martinez intro-
duced a resolution declaring Amanda “The Lioness” Nunes Day on
May 16 in the city of Los Angeles. Nunes, a native of Salvador,
Bahia, Brazil, became the UFC’s first openly gay champion on July
9, 2016 after defeating former UFC bantamweight champion Miesha
Tate. Pictured are Councilmen Paul Koretz (left), 5th District, and Joe
Buscaino, 15th District; Nunes and Martinez; and Councilmen David
Ryu, 4th District, and Mitch O’Farrell, 13th District.
“Amanda Nunes is an example to young women, women of color

and LGBTQ people,” Martinez said. “Amanda’s passion, drive, deter-
mination and perseverance have shown our young people that they
can accomplish anything they set their mind to if they work hard
enough. As Amanda Nunes continues to break down barriers as a
Latina and as a lesbian, she is setting an example of determination,
strength and courage for our youth.”

The Mid City West Community
Council (MCWCC) is holding its
2017 “GreenFest and Sustainable
Garden Tour” on Sunday, May 21
from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. at Pan
Pacific Park.
Co-organized by MCWCC and

the Theodore Payne Foundation,
the free community event will

include food, entertainment, fami-
ly-friendly activities and a garden
tour in the surrounding neighbor-
hood highlighting gardens with
California native, sustainable,
drought-tolerant and edible plants.
Pan Pacific Park is located at

7600 Beverly Blvd. For informa-
tion, visit midcitywest.org.

Mid City West hosts ‘GreenFest’

Schiff authors resolution in 
support of vaccinations

Letters to the Editor
Articles about
Madeleine Shaner
were touching

More planning should
have gone into
Movietown Square

Re “Our beloved Madeleine,
1932-2017,” May 11 issue
I was so moved by your won-

derful tribute to Madeleine
Shaner. What a gem!
Callie Webb
Immaculate Heart High School

I just read your beautiful trib-
ute to Madeleine Shaner and had
to email you to tell you how ter-
rific it was. Your love for the dar-
ling lady shone through every
sentence.
Just beautiful! Thanks for

sharing the love.

Pam Rudy
advertising director
Larchmont Chronicle

I am a new arrival to this area,
and have been receiving your
paper with the L.A. Times. Your
homage to Madeleine Shaner
was very moving, thoughtful and
emotional ... words fail me. I
wish I could have known her. I
so enjoyed the reprint of her
April 13, 2006 column. It still
applies to today’s family chaos.
I was wondering if you would

consider compiling some of her
columns into a paperback book
for us to purchase and enjoy, or

close its doors and start up from
a stop while an elderly disabled
man was about to enter.  And,
why don’t busses have seat belts
to protect passengers?
Perhaps this may partly

explain why bus ridership con-
tinues to decline despite more
people living here.
Improvements are possible. I
wonder if other cities have simi-
lar problems.
Let’s hope the new Metro rail

lines are more successful in
serving our transportation needs.
But will it be worth the invest-
ment?

George Epstein (age 90)
Detroit Street

Re “Movietown Square is
ready for its close-up,” May 4
issue

I was shocked that a building,
built specifically for seniors, a
place one might assume one
could “age in place,” had bath
tubs and not stall showers, and
washer/dryers in the basement
(unlike the market rate apart-
ments in the adjacent new build-
ings, all of which have their own
in their units). Not to mention
there is only one elevator for all
77 of the affordable senior units.
I am so sorry to see the glass half
empty.

Cathy Blaivis
West Hollywood

Senators Dianne Feinstein (D-
CA), Patty Murray (D-WA) and Ron
Wyden (D-OR) introduced a bill to
rescind the president’s executive
order that undermines the integrity of
the charitable sector and lays the
groundwork for federal rules that
could allow discrimination, particu-
larly against women, LGBT
Americans, religious minorities and
others, under the pretext of religious
liberty.
Feinstein, Murray and Wyden are

ranking members of the Senate
Judiciary; Health, Education, Labor
and Pensions; and Finance
Committees, respectively.
“This dangerous executive order

paves the way for the administration
to allow companies to deny health
care to their employees and the attor-
ney general to roll back protections
against discrimination,” Feinstein
said. “Our bill would rescind the
order, protecting access to health
care for all Americans and rejecting
the administration’s disturbing
attempt to use religious liberty to

undermine the rights of others.”
The executive order directs the

Department of Health and Human
Services to consider changes to fed-
eral regulations that could allow
companies to refuse coverage for
preventive health services, as
required by the Affordable Care
Act’s essential health benefits pro-
vision, on the basis of religious
objections. This could allow com-
panies to refuse to cover contracep-
tion for women and eliminate cur-
rent protections that ensure women
are guaranteed access to contracep-
tion, regardless of where they work,
Feinstein said.
The executive order also directs

the attorney general to issue guid-
ance to all federal agencies on cur-
rent religious liberty protections.
This could alter how they are inter-
preted and lead to the discrimina-
tion of LGBT Americans in health
and housing, the senators contend.
Additionally, the president’s execu-
tive order directs the Treasury
Department not to enforce long-

standing tax laws that protect char-
ities and religious organizations
from partisan campaign influence.
“President Trump has laid out a

hateful, damaging agenda to undo
hard-won progress for women’s
reproductive freedom, the LGBTQ
community, religious minorities
and so many more – and he’s going
to have to answer to every individ-
ual who is harmed by this execu-
tive order,” Murray said. “With this
bill, Democrats are sending a very
clear message to President Trump:
We will not stand idly by as you
work to allow more discrimination,
hate and division in communities
across our country.”
“All Americans, regardless of

their personal or religious beliefs,
should be protected from discrimi-
nation,” Wyden said. “Limiting the
rights of LGBTQ Americans and
access to affordable reproductive
health care and birth control is an
assault on individual freedom.
Those same individual rights must
be protected from the flow of dark
money in politics that would use
taxpayer dollars to subsidize spe-
cial interests.”

Rep. Adam Schiff (D-CA) and
Rep. Tom Marino (R-PA) on May
17 introduced the bipartisan
Vaccines Save Lives resolution –
H. Res. 327 – recognizing the
importance of vaccines and immu-
nizations.
The resolution sends a message

of unequivocal Congressional sup-
port for vaccines and urges parents,
in consultation with health care
providers, to follow scientific evi-
dence and the consensus of medical
experts in favor of timely vaccina-

tion for the well-being of their chil-
dren and surrounding communities.
“The scientific and medical com-

munities agree – vaccines are both
safe and effective and there is no
evidence to suggest that vaccines
cause life-threatening or disabling
diseases,” Schiff said. “Vaccines
have saved millions of lives world-
wide and prevented suffering for
millions more. The importance of
vaccinating your children cannot be
overstated.”
The Vaccines Save Lives resolu-

tion rejects unfounded and
debunked theories about the dan-
gers of vaccines and recognizes that
scientifically sound education and
outreach campaigns about vaccina-
tion and immunization are funda-
mental for a well-informed public.
“Vaccines have been proven to

be safe and are an important tool in
fighting the spread of disease and
saving countless lives,” Marino
said. “This resolution reaffirms my
support for the use of vaccines for
our children to ensure that they can
grow up and live healthy and pros-
perous lives.”
The resolution is endorsed by the

American Medical Association,
Adult Vaccine Access Coalition,
Children’s Hospital Association
and the March of Dimes.

https://www.samys.com
http://www.micarabineau.com
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At the Original Farmers Market
6333 W. 3rd St.

Los Angeles, CA  90036

Gourmet Groceries, 
Wine, Cheese & More

The Front Yard 
food bowlSpend an evening dining under
the sycamore trees this evening,

May 18, as The Front Yard’s chef
Larry Greenwood creates a unique
tasting experience featuring five
fan-favorite dishes for $49 per per-

son. Enjoy land and sea options
including cheddar grit cakes, grilled
octopus, blue nose sea bass, dry-
aged prime New York steak and
chocolate brûlée custard. An
optional three-glass wine pairing is
$25. Dinner is served from 5:30 to
10 p.m. 4222 Vineland Ave.,
(818)255-7290.

Filipino food 
and a movieGrand Central Market presents

Filipino Food Night and a
screening of the new documentary
“Ulam” on Saturday, May 20 at the
Million Dollar Theater, next to the
market. Food will be available from

4 to 9 p.m. at the Grand Central
Market and the movie begins at 5
p.m. Director Alexandra Cuerdo’s
film focuses on how food is history,
as well as the history of the Filipino
people. Following the screening,
Pulitzer-prize winning food critic
Jonathan Gold will lead a panel dis-

Restaurant
News 
by Jill Weinlein See Restaurant News page 15

6333 W. Third St. • Farmers Market 
323.938.5131 • www.marcondas.com

Family Owned at the Farmers Market for 75 Years

USDA Prime New York Steaks

All natural, beautifully marbled.
Great on the Grill!

$1898

per lb.

with this ad
Good through 

5/24/17

Memorial Day BBQs start here! 

TOMAHAWK STEAKS • PORTERHOUSE • RIB EYES
TRI-TIP • FILET MIGNON • NEW YORK DRY AGED STEAKS

NANCY SILVERTONS BLEND BURGERS 
HUGE VARIETY OF OUR FRESH MADE SAUSAGES

YOU NAME IT - WE GOT IT!

Order Online @Amazon Fresh!
Delivered to your front door!

At the Original Farmers Market
6333 W. 3rd St. • #350 • (323) 938-5383

www.huntingtonmeats.com

http://www.farmersmarketla.com
http://www.marcondas.com
http://fmbars.com
http://huntingtonmeats.com
https://www.mrmarcel.com
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Executive chef Christian Page
has revitalizied Cassell’s
Hamburgers, originally opened in
1948, on the ground floor of the
Hotel Normandie in Koreatown. 

It took me a while to get there, but
I finally did earlier this month with

my nephew Jeffrey for a late-night
snack. 

Sitting at a table along the win-
dows facing 6th Street, we liked the
fun, classic 1950s diner atmosphere.
In addition to great burgers and
fries, Page makes his own mayon-
naise, potato salad that looks more
like mashed potatoes, and potato
chips with a sprinkle of salt. He also
offers house-made sodas and
shakes, a coffee bar and a fully
stocked bar.

He and his team grind fresh beef
daily into 1/3 pound burgers or larg-
er 2/3-pound sizes. The beef is from
grass fed Angus cows from Aspen,
Colorado. Burgers arecooked on Al
Cassells’ famous 1940s cross-fire
grill at about 500 degrees to get a
nice crusty caramelization on the
patty. It’s similar to the recipe
Cassell used over 60 years ago.
Some of Cassell’s original signs and
menus are displayed on the walls,
however, the new Cassell’s menu
has been tweaked a little to appeal

to a new generation of burger
fans.  What makes these burgers
even more appealing are the soft
and shiny Parker House buns. On
the side of the plate is a wedge of
iceberg lettuce, sliced tomatoes,
onions and pickles with Page’s
secret sauce. You can order it with
cheese, grilled onions, a fried egg,
chili con carne, pickled jalapenos,
nitrate-free bacon, avocado and
mushrooms. Each “extra” is an
additional charge.

Vegans can order a patty made
with faro, chopped mushrooms,
zucchini, red onion, miso, flax and
vegan cheese. Select from house-
made sauces of Thousdand Island,
blue cheese, house-made mayo, a
mustardy mayo or ranch dressing. 

Jeff devoured every bite of his
cheeseburger as I dipped Kennebec
fries into Heinz organic ketchup
appreciating the crisp outside and
warm, soft inside.

Sandwiches are also offered, like
ham and cheese, tuna salad, egg
salad (or a combo of both). For hot
sandwiches choose from grilled
cheese, tuna melt, grilled ham and
cheese and a buttermilk fried chick-
en number. Every now and then,
Page offers a “not on the menu”
special. While I was dining, it was
crispy chicken and waffles. 

Breakfast fare includes eggs with
nitrate-free bacon or sausage, hot-
cakes or French toast, a breakfast

burrito and even a vegan tofu ver-
sion. There is breakfast burger that
is served on a crispy hash brown
bun with avocado, spicy mayo and a
fried egg.

Page’s wife Elia is an exquisite
pie chef and her apple pie is one of
the best in town. It’s a small, whole

apple pie, that is perfect to share or
bring home to enjoy later. Her pies
are seasonal so check back to see
what Elia is baking next!

Cassell’s is open daily at 7a.m.
and stays open on Friday and
Saturday until 2 a.m. $$ 3600 W.
6th St. (213)387-5502.

photo by Jill Weinlein
Cassell’s Hamburgers brings back the 1950s diner at the Hotel
Normandie.  

By Jill Weinlein

photo by Jill Weinlein
Cassell’s offers house-made
sodas, shakes and malts.

cussion with chefs featured in the
movie including Eggslut’s Alvin
Cailan, Unit 120’s Isa Fabro and
LASA’s Chase Valencia, as well as
Cuerdo. Guests will also enjoy cre-
ations by Horse Thief restaurant
chef Anthony Chin, who will serve
lechon kawali (crispy deep fried
pork belly), and pop-ups will offer
street foods and new creations
inspired by traditional Filipino
recipes at the Grand Central
Market. General admission tickets
to “Ulam” are $10. Million Dollar
Theater, 307 S. Broadway; Grand
Central Market, 317 S. Broadway.

ulamthemovie.com and grandcen-
tralmarket.com.

Providence Aussie
dinnerAustralia meets California on

Saturday, May 20 at 6:30 p.m.
in a one-night collaboration at
Providence. Melbourne’s top chef
Dan Hunter and Los Angeles-based
chef Michael Cimarusti will create
a contemporary tasting menu com-
bining Hunter’s influences from
Brae, located in the countryside
near Melbourne, with Cimarusti’s
seafood-centric cuisine. The unique
dinner is $295 per person. 5955
Melrose Ave., (323)460-4170.

See Restaurant News page 17

Restaurant News
From page 14

http://beverlyhills.org/exploring/farmersmarket/?NFR=1
http://www.bridgewebs.com/beverlyhills/
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POLICE BLOTTER

Beverly Hills Police
Department
May 1
An unknown male suspect com-
mitted a burglary in the 300 block
of N. Palm Drive. The loss was
estimated at $300.

An identity theft was reported in
the 900 block of N. Roxbury Drive.

A burglary was reported in the
9500 block of Wilshire. No further
information was provided.

An unknown male suspect com-
mitted a burglary in the 300 block
of N. Oakhurst Drive. No further
information was provided.

May 2
An unknown suspect committed a
grand theft near Charleville and S.
Clark Drive. The loss was estimat-
ed at $1,053. The suspect was
approximately 5 feet 10 inches tall
and 160 pounds.

An unknown suspect committed a
grand theft in the 600 block of N.
Palm Drive. The loss was estimat-
ed at $1,800.

An identity theft was reported in
the 500 block of N. Crescent
Drive.

An unknown female suspect com-
mitted an identity theft in the 400
block of N. Bedford Drive. The
suspect was approximately 30
years old, 5 feet 6 inches tall and
110 pounds.

An unknown suspect committed a
grand theft in the 300 block of
Oakhurst Drive. The loss was esti-
mated at $3,000.

May 3
An unknown female suspect
assaulted a victim in the 100 block
of S. Bedford Drive. The suspect
was approximately 68 years old, 5
feet 5 inches tall and 120 pounds.

An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 600 block of N.
Canon Drive. No further informa-
tion was provided.

Two unknown suspects committed
a grand theft in the 9700 block of
Olympic. No further information
was provided.

May 4
Two unknown male suspects com-
mitted a burglary in the 500 block
of Alpine Drive. One suspect was
approximately 5 feet 5 inches tall.
No further information was provid-
ed.

A burglary was reported in the 400
block of N. Doheny Drive.

An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 300 block of S. La
Peer Drive. The loss was estimat-
ed at $300.

Two unknown suspects, one male
and the other female, committed a
grand theft in the 1000 block of
Della Drive. The loss was estimat-
ed at $21,500. The female suspect
was approximately 28 years old, 5

feet 5 inches tall and 120 pounds.
The male suspect was approxi-
mately 6 feet tall and 180 pounds.

An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 1400 block of Park
Way. The loss was estimated at
$367.

A burglary was reported in the 500
block of N. Rodeo Drive.

An identity theft was reported in
the 1100 block of Coldwater
Canyon Drive.

An unknown suspect committed a
grand theft in the 1000 block of
Marilyn Drive. The loss was esti-
mated at $16,000.

May 5
A burglary was reported in the 300
block of N. Almont Drive. The loss
was estimated at $2,600.

Four unknown suspects, three
male and the other female, com-
mitted a burglary near N. Beverly
Drive and Park Way. The loss was
estimated at $440. No further
information was provided.

A burglary was reported near N.
Beverly Drive and Park Way. The
loss was estimated at $2,240.

An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 100 block of
Camden Drive.

An unknown female suspect com-
mitted an identity theft in the 300
block of N. Rodeo Drive. The sus-
pect was approximately 5 feet tall
and 100 pounds.

An unknown suspect committed a
grand theft in the 100 block of N.
Willaman Drive. The loss was esti-
mated at $3,433.

May 6
An unknown male suspect
assaulted a victim in the 400 block
of N. Doheny Drive. The suspect
was approximately 33 years old, 5
feet 6 inches tall and 150 pounds.

A burglary was reported in the 100
block of Peck Drive.

An unknown female suspect
assaulted a victim in the 100 block
of S. Swall Drive. The suspect was
approximately 32 years old, 6 feet
3 inches tall and 180 pounds.

May 7
An unknown suspect robbed a vic-
tim in the 400 block of N. Oakhurst
Drive. The suspect was approxi-
mately 5 feet 6 inches tall.

West Hollywood 
Sheriff’s Station
May 8
At 8 a.m., an unknown suspect
assaulted a victim in the 8500
block of Santa Monica.

A suspect assaulted a victim near
the corner of Santa Monica and
Westbourne at 8:45 p.m.

May 9
At 2:30 a.m., an unknown suspect

committed a grand theft in the 700
block of Huntley.

An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 8700 block of
Ashcroft at 3:45 p.m.

At 9:50 p.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
600 block of Robertson.

An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked near the corner of
Melrose and West Knoll at 11 p.m.

At 11:30 p.m., an unknown sus-
pect burglarized a vehicle parked
near the corner of Almont and
Rangeley.

May 10
At 11:30 a.m., an unknown sus-
pect committed a petty theft in the
8500 block of Sunset.

An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 7500 block of
Norton at 7 p.m.

May 11
At 11:40 a.m., an unknown sus-
pect committed a burglary in the
900 block of N. Crescent Heights.

An unknown suspect stole a vehi-
cle parked in the 1200 block of
Curson at 8 p.m.

At 11:56 p.m., an unknown sus-
pect committed a burglary in the
1200 block of Havenhurst.

May 12
At 2:23 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 7600
block of Santa Monica.

An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked near the corner of
Spaulding and Santa Monica at
noon.

May 13
At 1:17 a.m., an unknown suspect
assaulted a victim in the 8800
block of Santa Monica. A second
assault was reported in the same
area at 2:50 a.m.

May 14
At 10:07 a.m., a suspect assaulted
a victim during a domestic vio-
lence incident in the 500 block of
West Knoll.

Los Angeles Police
Department
May 7
At 5:40 a.m., an unknown suspect
assaulted a victim in the 6300
block of W. Sunset.

May 8
At noon, an unknown suspect bur-
glarized a vehicle parked in the
5600 block of Wilshire.

An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked near the corner of
Orange Grove and Rosewood at
12:45 p.m.

At 2 p.m., an unknown suspect
robbed a victim in the 800 block of
Spaulding.

An unknown suspect committed a
grand theft in 100 block of Fremont
Place at 4 p.m.

At 4 p.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
7000 block of Hawthorn.

An unknown suspect robbed a vic-
tim near the corner of Fifth and
Western at 6 p.m.

At 6:40 p.m., an unknown suspect
robbed a victim in the 8100 block

of Sunset.

An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 1500 block of
N. Martel at 9:30 p.m.

At 11 p.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
1600 block of Schrader.

May 9
An unknown suspect stole a vehi-
cle parked in the 5500 block of
Wilshire at 5:55 a.m.

At 9:35 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a grand theft in the
3900 block of Wilshire.

An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 6400 block of
Colgate at 12:30 p.m.

At 4 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a theft in the 100 block
of The Grove.

An unknown suspect stole a vehi-
cle parked in the 5700 block of
Lexington at 5 p.m.

At 5:15 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a theft in the 7000 block
of Sunset.

An unknown suspect stole a purse
from a victim in the 100 block of
The Grove at 5:30 p.m.

At 5:45 p.m., an unknown suspect
robbed a victim in the 600 block of
N. La Brea.

An unknown suspect committed a
grand theft in the 700 block of
Cloverdale at 8:40 p.m.

At 9:30 p.m., an unknown suspect
robbed a victim near the corner of
Gordon and Lexington.

May 10
An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 600 block of
N. McCadden Place at 3:25 a.m. A
vehicle theft was also reported in
the same area around the same
time.

At 6:30 a.m., an unknown suspect
robbed a victim near the corner of
De Longpre and Orange.

An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 600 block of S.
Orange at 9:30 a.m.

At 4 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a grand theft in the 100
block of The Grove.

An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 6100 block of
Hollywood at 4:15 p.m.

At 4:20 p.m., an unknown suspect
robbed a victim near the corner of
Wilshire and Western.

An unknown suspect committed a
grand theft in the 700 block of N.
Vine at 5:15 p.m.

At 5:15 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 500
block of N. Lucerne.

An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 500 block of
S. Burnside at 6:30 p.m.

At 6:45 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 800
block of S. Manhattan Place.

An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 500 block of
N. Curson at 6:45 p.m.

At 7:45 p.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
6900 block of Hollywood. A second
vehicle burglary was reported in
the same area at 9 p.m.

An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 6100 block of
Romaine at 10:08 p.m.

At 11 p.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
300 block of S. Fuller.

May 11
An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 7000 block of
W. Sunset at 9:30 a.m. A second
vehicle burglary was reported in the
same area around the same time.

At 12:49 p.m., unknown suspect
committed a grand theft in the
5000 block of Wilshire.

An unknown suspect committed a
grand theft in the 6400 block of
Hollywood at 1 p.m.

At 1:15 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 700
block of N. Vine.

An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim near the corner of Third and
Western at 2 p.m.

At 3 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 100
block of S. Western.

An unknown suspect robbed a vic-
tim near the corner of Melrose and
Fuller at 3:40 p.m.

At 6:30 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 200
block of N. Larchmont.

An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 1600 block of
N. Gower at 7 p.m.

At 9 p.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
6000 block of Carlton Way.

An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 6700 block of
Santa Monica at 11:50 p.m.

May 12
An unknown suspect stole a vehi-
cle parked in the 600 block of
Oxford at 1:30 a.m.

At 3:37 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 5000
block of Wilshire.

An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 1200 block of N.
Citrus at 3:45 a.m.

At 5 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 1700
block of N. McCadden Place.

An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 5600 block of San
Vicente at 5:30 a.m.

At 6 a.m., a suspect stole a bicycle
in the 300 block of S. La Brea.

An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 5500 block of
Wilshire at 6:30 a.m.

At 11 a.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
1400 block of N. Stanley.

An unknown suspect stole a vehi-
cle parked near the corner of
Oxford and Fourth at 6 p.m.

At 7:35 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 1500
block of N. El Centro.

An unknown suspect stole a vehi-
cle parked near the corner of
Selma and Ivar at 10:30 p.m.

May 13
An unknown suspect committed a
grand theft in the 100 block of The
Grove at 4 p.m.

At 4 p.m., an unknown suspect
stole a vehicle parked in the 7900
block of Rosewood.

An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 200 block of
S. Manhattan Place at 4:10 p.m.

The following crimes occurred in West Hollywood, Beverly Hills and the
areas patrolled by the LAPD’s Wilshire and Hollywood divisions between
May 1 and May 14. The information was compiled from www.crimemap-
ping.com. To report a crime, call local law enforcement agencies: Los
Angeles Police Department, Wilshire Division (213)473-0476, Los Angeles
County Sheriff’s Department West Hollywood Station (310)855-8850, and
the Beverly Hills Police Department, (310)550-4951.
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5969 Melrose Ave. (corner of Wilcox)
(323)467-7124

Paper Goods • Decorations
Balloons  • Banners

Centerpieces • Piñatas 
& MORE!

5969 Melrose Ave. (corner of Wilcox)

take an
additional
20% off

all 50% 
red tag items

take an
additional
20% off

all costumes in
the costume

book

take an
additional
20% off
orange tag

merchandise

Huge Storewide 
Sale!

Tableside shaken,
shucked, popped
Restaurateur Cameron

Mitchell’s Ocean Prime in
Beverly Hills is offering a new
extended Friday happy hour from 3
to 11 p.m. Enjoy complimentary
truffle popcorn and oysters shucked
tableside for $1 each. Prime mar-
garitas and Grey Goose martinis are
shaken tableside for $10 each.
Veuve Rosé is popped and poured
for $10 a glass. Music begins at 6
p.m. 9595 Wilshire Blvd.,
(310)859-4818.

CREAM partners
with MDA
CREAM Figueroa wants to send

children with muscular dystro-
phy and other neuromuscular dis-
eases to camp this summer.
Through Sunday, June 4, a portion
of proceeds from sales of
CREAM’s MDA PB&J cookies
and Every Day is Your Birthday
cookies, with CREAMfetti cookies,
birthday cake ice cream and rain-
bow sprinkles, will help send a
local youth to camp. Customers can
also add $1-$5 to their purchase and
100 percent of the donation will go
directly to the camp fund. 335 S.
Figueroa St., (213)742-9090.

Hollywood Bowl
dining
James Beard-winning chef
Suzanne Goin and restaurateur

Caroline Styne are introducing new
food and wine options for the 2017
Hollywood Bowl season. The
California-inspired menus include
over 17 offerings created by Goin,
and wine and beer programs curated
by Styne. Executive chef Jeff
Rogers will oversee dining opera-
tions. Goin’s “grab-and-go” pre-

pared foods include fresh breads,
cheeses and snacks paired with
Styne’s favorite wines.Additionally,
a new snack bar on The Bowl’s
Peppertree Lane features nachos,
hot dogs, popcorn and soft pretzels,
as well as chips, beer and sodas.
Inside the venue, another stand
offers a choice of hand-crafted piz-
zas, along with a barbecue kiosk.
The Hollywood Bowl also offers
elevated fare with Supper in Your
Seats, The Wine Bar by A.O.C. and
The Backyard, as well as the full-
service restaurant, Lucques at the
Circle. 2301 Highland Ave., holly-
woodbowl.com/foodandwine.

Rise Up! Café
The Patina Restaurant Group has

expanded its culinary services
with The California Endowment by
opening the Rise Up! Café at the
Center for Healthy Communities in
Downtown LosAngeles. It’s a part-
nership with L.A. Kitchen, a local
nonprofit that empowers, nourishes
and engages the community
through the use of donated food.
Rise Up! Café is open to the public,
serving breakfast from 7:30 to 10
a.m. and lunch from 11 a.m. to 2:30
p.m. The menu features American
cuisine such as pastrami Reuben
sandwiches with Swiss cheese and
short rib sloppy Joes with crispy
fried onions on potato rolls. The
staff assists with food preparation
of healthy, made from scratch
meals for the café and catering
operations. The culinary training
program helps L.A. Kitchen team
members move into careers in food
service. 1000 N. Alameda St.,
(800)449-4149.

Smoke’s Poutinerie
In celebration of Canada’s 150thbirthday, Smoke’s Poutinerie is
incorporating multiculturalism into
its famous Canadian cuisine.
Smoke’s CEO Ryan Smolkin is
introducing new culturally diverse
flavors at his fast-casual restaurant
in Hollywood including butter
chicken, Korean barbecue and

Jamaican jerk chicken as part of
“Smoke Around The World.”
Guests who enjoy four international
poutines can collect four stamps in
their Poutine Passport for a chance
to win a free poutine. One guest
will win an all-inclusive trip for two
at the beachfront Hard Rock Hotel
Riviera Maya in Mexico. 1552 N.
Cahuenga Blvd., (323)745-0267.

Esters Wine Shop
& Bar
On Mondays, explore 250-plus

expertly curated bottles from
Kathryn Coker, one of Food &
Wine’s 2017 Sommeliers of the
Year, at Esters Wine Shop & Bar.
Happy hour runs from 4 to 6 p.m.
and features glasses of wine for $9,
house cocktails for $8 and beer for
$5. Order a half-dozen oysters for
$15 and charcuterie plates with two
meats, olives, corn nuts and corni-
chons for $15. There is also a $12
cheese plate with olives, corn nuts,
preserves and honey. 1314 Seventh
St., Santa Monica. (310)899-6900.

Baltaire industry
night
Baltaire is holding industry

nights on Mondays in the bar
and lounge with specials by execu-
tive chef Travis Strickland. Enjoy
oysters for $1 and rotating specialty
cocktails for $10. Burgers, craft
beers and a shot special are $15.
Baltaire’s signature butchered burg-
er is made from a blend of prime
cut brisket, chuck and short rib.
11647 San Vicente Blvd.,
(424)273-1660.

Restaurant News
From page 15

Boneyard Bistro burgers
For National Burger Month, Boneyard Bistro executive chef Erica Abell

is grilling up classics like the burger above.  Start the day with a
“Breakfast Bomb” of wagyu beef patty, bourbon maple syrup, pancake-bat-
tered bacon, American cheese and a fried egg. Or try a French onion dip
burger served with a wagyu beef patty, gruyere, barbecue potato chips,
crispy onions, pickles and French onion dip. Spice things up with a “Burn
In Hell” burger made with a wagyu beef patty, poblano peppers, jalapeños,
habanero aioli, jack cheese, tomatoes, crispy tortilla strips and a side of sour
cream. The burger is extremely spicy. The restaurant also serves pastrami
Reuben burgers with house-made pastrami, wagyu beef, Swiss cheese,
Russian dressing and sauerkraut. 13539 Ventura Blvd., (818)906-7427.

photo courtesy of Boneyard Bistro

Project Angel Food hopes for a perfect game
at Bowling for Angels event
Project Angel Food will hold its 22nd annual “Bowling for Angels”

event on Saturday, May 20 at PINZ in Studio City.
MY-FM host Lisa Foxx will lead the star-studded team “The Super

Foxes,” featuring KTLA’s Wendy Burch and son Brady Burch, “Days of
Our Lives” stars Ari Zucker and Shawn Christian, “Charlie’s Angels” star
Cheryl Tiegs, plastic surgeon Dr. Steve Svehlak and his wife Wendy, and
KFI’s Elizabeth Espinosa. The team will dress in capes and  fox ears as
part of the event’s D.C. vs. Marvel theme. 
Free individual and team registration is available by visiting bowling-

forangels.com. Each bowler raises or donates $5 and 100 percent of the
donations benefit Project Angel Food, which serves meals to men and
women living with critical illness. PINZ is located at 12655 Ventura Blvd.
Visit bowlingforangels.com.

http://www.beverlyhills.org/exploring/beverlyhillsartshow/?NFR=1
http://www.vineamericanparty.com
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SUMMER SCHOOL & CAMPS
What’s Happening at Our Local Schools & Camps This Summer

Registration •  Dates • Activities 

Rep. Adam Schiff (D-Burbank)
recently hosted the annual 28th
District Congressional Art
Competition and Forum at
Descanso Gardens in La Cañada
Flintridge.  Mimi Suh, Goar
Ayrapetyan, Annabel Lawton
Boardman and Monika Uguryan
were this year’s recipients.
Suh’s mixed media piece

“Building Blocks” won first place
and will be included in the
“Congressional Arts Competition:
An Artistic Discovery” exhibit in
Washington, D.C. The artwork
will be displayed in the United
States Capitol for one year along
with winners from other congres-
sional districts throughout the
country. Suh is a senior attending
Crescenta Valley High School.
Ayrapetyan’s photograph

“Looking for an Opening” and
Lawton Boardman’s linocut print
“Ministry of Peace” won second
and third place, respectively. Their
artwork will be displayed in
Congressman Schiff’s
Washington, D.C. Office and
Burbank District Office.
Ayrapetyan is a senior attending
John Burroughs High School in
Burbank. Lawton Boardman, a
Los Feliz resident, is a junior
attending L.A. County High
School for the Arts.
Schiff also awarded a People’s

Choice award to Uguryan for her
painting “World’s Eye.” Uguryan
is a freshman attending the
Atanian Art Center: School of Fine
Art & Design. Her artwork will be

displayed in Schiff’s Hollywood
District Office.
“Each year, it is an honor to see

young artists from our community
showcase their talent,” Schiff said.
“Every student involved in this
competition deserves recognition,
and I hope they will all continue to
enrich our community with their
artwork. I want to congratulate this
year’s winners, Mimi, Goar,
Annabel and Monika. I look for-
ward to viewing their art this year
in my offices and in the Capitol
building.”
Over 2,500 constituents voted in

the People’s Choice online contest
this year. The judges were Kellye
Nakahara Wallett, David Warren
and Patricia Peréz. Nakahara
Wallett is a well-known watercol-
or artist known for her role as

Nurse Kellye in the television
series “M.A.S.H.” Warren is a
board member of the Hollywood
Arts Council and Peréz is a multi-
media artist and board member of
the Elysian Valley Arts Collective.
Fifty-eight entries were submit-

ted by students attending 24
schools in the 28th Congressional
District. Each student received a
certificate of special congressional
recognition from Schiff.
The Congressional Art

Competition was started in 1982 to
recognize the artistic talents of
young constituents in each con-
gressional district. Since then, over
650,000 high school students have
participated. Suh will attend the
opening reception in Washington,
D.C. on June 29. For information,
visit schiff.house.gov.

Schiff honors student artists in Congressional
Art Competition

photo courtesy of Rep. Adam Schiff’s Office
Rep. Adam Schiff, center, honored artists, from left, Mimi Suh, Goar
Ayrapetyan, Annabel Lawton Boardman and Monika Uguryan.

Beverly Hills Unified School District
announces new hires
The Beverly Hills Unified School District announced administrative

staff changes going into effect for the beginning of the 2017-2018 school
year.
Beverly Hills High School Principal Dave Jackson has been hired as

assistant superintendent of construction and facilities beginning July 1.
Jackson will retire from his current position next month. His hiring
replaces an existing chief facilities officer position held by Eitan Aharoni.
The district is in the process of hiring a new high school principal.
Michelle Bernat will serve as the new principal of Horace Mann School

beginning in July. Bernat has served as an administrator in the Capistrano
Unified School District and the Santa Ana Unified School District for 11
years.
Laura Skirde will serve as the new director of communication, which

had been eliminated years ago due to budget cuts, beginning June 5. Skirde
has spent 20 years working in television news, including as an anchor and
meteorologist at CBS 13 Good Day Sacramento.
Laura Chism will be the district’s assistant superintendent of student ser-

vices, leading district special education programs and staff. Chism began
her career as a special education teacher, followed by a program specialist
in the Pomona Unified School District. Her hiring replaces the director of
special education position held by two consultants. 

The Los Angeles Unified School
District (LAUSD) will offer sum-
mer programs at some elementary,
middle and high schools. School
sites have opened enrollment,
which will continue until summer
programming begins.
Additionally, the LAUSD will

provide families with links to
online resources to keep students
academically and actively engaged
during the summer.
High school students who need

to recover credits for D or F grades
are eligible to enroll in up to two
classes at any of the LAUSD’s 72
high school summer term sites. The
program runs daily from June 22
through July 27 from 8:30 a.m. to 2
p.m. Meals will be served during a
half-hour break. For a list of partic-
ipating schools, visit
bit.ly/HSTerm17. 
Additionally, a new program

allows eligible recently arrived
immigrant high school students to
participate in a college awareness
program. For more information,
call Betsy Castillo at (213)241-
7900.
The LAUSD is also offering a

special 2017 CORE Extended
Learning Opportunity Summer
Program at select elementary and
middle schools. The program helps
students meet grade-level standards
in English and math. The program
runs from June 20 to July 19 from 8
a.m. to 11:50 a.m., with a meal pro-
vided during or after school. For a
list of schools and information, call
Nancy Robinson at (213)241-7900,
or visit bit.ly/EL-MSummer17
The Beyond the Bell Branch

Portable Pool Water Safety
Program returns in 2017 at 16
LAUSD elementary schools, with a
4-week rotation at each site. For
information, call Steve Alvarado at
(213)633-3535.
The LAUSD is also offering

summer school classes for eligible
students in pre-K-8th grade. The

instructional focus will be on build-
ing reading comprehension and
writing skills. Eligible students in
grades 9-12 may also enroll in
“Cyber High” to attain credits.
Classes will be held at Harmony
Elementary and Stevenson Middle
School from June 19 to July 18
from 8:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.,
Monday through Friday. Meals will
be provided. For information, call
Nellie Barrientos at (213)241-0510.
Thirty-five educational institu-

tions are joining Beyond the Bell to
raise academic performance and
close the achievement gap by
exposing students to a diverse
learning environment this summer
through iConnect. The program
also provides teachers, parents and
students access to educational tools
and resources. 
For information, call Luis Mora

at (213)241-7900, or visit iconnect-
beyondthebell.lausd.net.
The district’s Beyond the Bell

Branch will also operate summer
enrichment programs at more than
200 elementary and middle
schools. The programs will provide
activities Monday through Friday
beginning June 19. Meals will be
served. Each program will include
academic, enrichment and recre-
ation components. 
For a list of school sites and

information, as well as online
resources, visit
bit.ly/LAUSummer17.

Summer school and fun
offered at LAUSD

https://www.immaculateheart.org/page/Home
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LACC College for Kids
Summer 2017
Starts Saturday, June 17
Let your child explore their world this summer at
Los Angeles City College
Including:
• Cub Camp 2017: Day camps on LACC’s campus!
3 choices include: STEM-themed, STrEaM Academy,
Swim Camp and classic Cub Camp
• Dozens of classes for kids ages 2+, 7 days a week
• Free Lunch for kids, Monday-Thursday
• Swimming Lessons and classes for all ages!

Attend FREE Info Session
Saturday, May 20

12-2 p.m.
Meet teachers, tour campus

ask questions
Please register/RSVP for free.

Los Angeles City College Community Services of-
fers a wide array of classes for all ages, ranging
in topics from Arts & Crafts to Career Training,
from the classroom to the swimming pool! We’re
student-supported and not-for-credit

Call: 323.953.4000 Ext. 2650
Email: comsvcs@lacitycollege.edu
Surf:communityservices.lacitycollege.edu
Visit: 840 N. Heliotrope Dr. L.A. 90029

Scholarships presented to 
Fairfax High students
Four Fairfax High School students – Jennifer Siddique (from left),

Araceli Marcial, Elizabeth Suarez and Michael Boychuk – were awarded
$2,500 Irene Epstein Memorial Scholarships during a ceremony on May
11. The scholarships are awarded annually by the Los Angeles Chapter
of the International Society for the Advancement of Material and Process
Engineering to Fairfax High students planning to pursue careers in engi-
neering or medicine. Additionally, four Fairfax High School seniors –
Hye Chung, Yanely Hernandez, Eli Lopez Ortez and Ashley Truong –
received $1,000 stipends for college books. For information, visit
lasampe.com.

photo by Patricia Katzman

State Superintendent of Public
Instruction Tom Torlakson
announced that nearly 500,000
California students took California
Assessment of Student
Performance and Progress
(CAASPP) tests on Tuesday, May
9, the highest number of students
testing simultaneously during the
2017 spring testing season.
“We’re in the third year of

administering these state-of-the-art
assessments, and the capacity of
our system and our schools to effi-
ciently administer these tests

increases every year,” Torlakson
said. 
“Our students and families are

the ultimate winners here. The
information from these tests will
help our schools refine their teach-
ing, improve learning and better
prepare our students for success.”
The CAASPP assessments in

English language arts/literacy and
mathematics are given each spring
to students in grades three through
eight and grade eleven. 
As of May 10, more than 2.7 mil-

lion students statewide started a

summative assessment in English
language arts/literacy or mathemat-
ics. Participation peaked on May 9
with 495,463 students testing at one
time. 
The online tests are computer-

adaptive, which means the tests
change in real time depending on
how students are performing. A stu-
dent doing well will see increasing-
ly challenging and more difficult
questions; a struggling test taker
will see easier questions in an
attempt to more precisely measure
the student’s knowledge.

Torlakson: CAASPP testing hits peak season

Los Angeles Unified School
District (LAUSD) Superintendent
Michelle King was awarded a doc-
torate in education this week from
the Rossier School of Education at
the University of Southern
California, earning the top academ-
ic degree while leading the nation’s
second largest school district.
A career educator who graduated

from LAUSD, King also holds a
bachelor’s degree in biology from
the University of California, Los
Angeles, and a master’s degree in
administration from Pepperdine
University. She has also received
honorary Doctor of Humane
Letters degrees from Pepperdine
University and Loyola Marymount
University.
“This has been a long and excit-

ing journey,” King said. “I have
remained inspired and strengthened
by our amazing students and
employees, as well as the amazing
work taking place in our schools. I
am grateful for the support I have
received as I continue my pursuit of
knowledge as a lifelong learner.”

Since being promoted to superin-
tendent in January 2016, King has
focused on innovation, equity in
schools and educational excellence,
as the district pursues a goal of 100
percent graduation. Under her lead-
ership, LAUSD has established
new educational pathways, broad-
ened student access to the arts,
increased parent engagement and
strengthened social-emotional sup-
ports.
With its graduation rate climbing

steadily, the district has established
partnerships that guarantee students
free tuition to community college,
as well as admission to a California
State University campuses and
other institutions of higher learning.

Superintendent King earns a doctorate 
in education from USC

“I have remained
inspired and

strengthened by 
our amazing students

and employees, 
as well as the 

amazing work taking
place in our schools.”

Michelle King
LAUSD Superintendent 

Dodgers players brighten the day
for young patients at Cedars-Sinai
Cedars-Sinai Medical Center recently welcomed Los Angeles Dodgers
players Enrique “Kiké” Hernandez and Sergio Romo, who visited young
patients at the Maxine Dunitz Children’s Health Center. Hernandez and
Romo are shown with 3-year-old Kalliyah Reddix. Romo said he has a
child with cerebral palsy and wants to help hospitalized patients.
Hernandez sang an infant to sleep in his arms and used the FaceTime
app to visit with one patient’s mother, who is a Dodgers fan. For informa-
tion, visit cedars-sinai.edu.

photo courtesy of Cedars-Sinai Medical Center

photo by Edwin Folven
LAUSD Superintendent Michelle
King welcomed students during a
tour of campuses throughout the
city on the first day of the school
year.

Call (323) 933-5518 to reserve space today 
or email  karen@beverlypress.com

Don’t miss your opportunity to get your message out!
Publishing May 25, June 1 and June 8!
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The Balassi Institute–
Hungarian Cultural Center in New
York and the Los Angeles County
Museum of Art (LACMA) present
a double bill featuring experimen-
tal composers with Hungarian
roots on Saturday, May 20 at 7:30
p.m.

The composers perform music
inspired by Hungarian-born avant-
garde painter and photographer
László Moholy-Nagy. The first
performance features jazz trom-
bonist and stalwart of the
Hungarian neo-avant-garde move-
ment László Gőz,
composer  György Kurtág Jr. and
cimbalom player  Miklós Lukács
in performance complemented by
opto-acoustic projections.

The second part of the concert is
devoted to maverick composer
Lukas Ligeti, whose acoustic and
electronic works have been
shaped by the Bauhaus’ sense of
equilibrium and playfulness, while
synthetizing influences from
Downtown New York experimen-
talism, contemporary classical
music and traditions from around
the world. It is Ligeti’s first major
concert in Los Angeles since he
relocated from New York City to

the West Coast in 2015.
The concert is being held in

conjunction with “Moholy-Nagy:
Future Present,” an exhibit on dis-
play at LACMA until June 18.
General admission tickets are $30;
$25 for LACMA members and
seniors; $10 for students with ID.
The performances will be held in
LACMA’s Bing Theater, 5905
Wilshire Blvd. For information,
visit lacma.org.

photo courtesy of LACMA
‘Moholy-Nagy: Future Present’ is
on exhibit through June 18.

LACMA hosts concert of 
experimental Hungarian music

The Korean Cultural Center of
Los Angeles (KCCLA) and Hiza
Yoo Korean Dance Institute present
“Tradition in Motion,” a special
performance on Friday, May 19 at
7:30 p.m. in KCCLA’s Ari Hall.

Participating artists include Hiza
Yoo (pictured), artistic director of the
Hiza Yoo Korean Dance Institute; 20
members from the dance institute
including Julia Kim and Sarah Yang;
members of Chum Mani troupe
including president Yenna Pikington;
and special guests Merelika
Shamash and Kenn Phillips.

The program features the
“Gayageum Ensemble,” “Modeum
Buk,” “La Muerte Del Amor,”
“Sword Dance,” “Yoo Hiza Ryu
Jindo Buk Chum,” “Nanta,” “Choi
Jong Sil Ryu Sogo Chum,” “Yoo
Hiza Gayageum Sanjo,”
“Ohdoldok” and “Nongak.”

KCCLA is located at 5505
Wilshire Blvd. Call (323)936-3015,
or visit kccla.org. photo courtesy of KCCLA

On the 47th anniversary of the
world’s first permitted LGBTQ
parade at Black Cat tavern, L.A.
Pride will begin with Alexei
Romanoff as this year’s Grand
Marshall. Romanoff was one of the
organizers of the Black Cat demon-
stration.

In 1967, LGBTQ activists
assembled in front of Black Cat
tavern in Silver Lake to protest
numerous incidents of police tar-
geting local gay bars, where use of
excessive force was a common
occurrence, all hidden under the
guise of upholding laws on “public
lewdness.” 

An obvious infringement of
human rights, the community had
never stood up publicly against such
injustices until community mem-
bers like Alexei Romanoff stepped
up, organized and protested. 

Preceding the Stonewall
Rebellion in New York by two and
a half years, hundreds of demon-
strators took to the streets of Los
Angeles to protest as a community.
Afterward, a series of protests
helped propel the issue of gay
rights in the United States.

Born in Ukraine, Romanoff
immigrated to the United States
during World War II, and moved to
Los Angeles in 1958 and became
an active member of the city’s
activist and leather communities. 

Romanoff founded several
LGBTQ organizations, including
the Santa Monica Bay Coalition for
Human Rights and the Avatar Club
of Los Angeles. At the height of the
AIDS epidemic, Romanoff also
fought for funding of research and
assistance programs.

“I have spent a majority of my
life fighting for equality and stand-
ing up for the unalienable rights of
the LGBTQ community,” said
Romanoff, who will also play a big
role in this year’s #ResistMarch. “I
have marched alongside the com-
munity in solidarity ever since the
first L.A. Pride Parade 47 years
ago, and will do so as long as I
live.”

“Our choice for the 2017 L.A.
Pride Grand Marshal was easy,
said Chris Classen, Christopher
Street West (CSW) board president.
“Alexei is a renowned activist, a
champion of human rights, a long-
time L.A. Pride supporter, and our
friend. He represents the very best
of what our community stands for
as well as what it can be.”

He added that this year’s Pride
will be different from the past few
years.

While 2017 marks the organiza-
tion’s 47th anniversary, it also
marks a pride season of change.
This year, CSW celebrates the right
to demonstrate with #ResistMarch,
an all-inclusive march that will take
place on June 11. The march begins
at Hollywood Boulevard and Vine
Street and will work its way
through the city, ending at West
Hollywood Park where participants
can continue celebrating at the L.A.
Pride Festival.

“We are committed to honoring
our community’s rich history of
activism by encouraging everyone
to own their pride this year,”
Classen said. 

For more information on
#ResistMarch, visit
resistmarch.org. Tickets for the
L.A. Pride Festival are available
now. For information on this year’s
L.A. Pride events, visit lapride.org.
The full schedule of events will be
announced soon.

photo by Vince Bucci

Romanoff named Grand Marshall
of ‘Own Your Pride’ campaign

KCCLA presents traditional Korean dance performance

photo courtesy of L.A. Pride
Alexei Romanoff

Cancer Support Community presents awards at gala

impacted by cancer each year. 
For information, visit cancersupportcommunitybenjam-

incenter.org.

Cancer Support Community Los Angeles,
The Benjamin Center (CSC) hosted its annual
Gilda Award Gala on May 12 at the
InterContinental Los Angeles. The event rec-
ognized Ruth Weil and the late Martin Weil
with Wellness Awards, and Dr. Deane Wolcott
with the Harold H. Benjamin Innovation
Award. 

Pictured are from left CSC executive direc-
tor Julia Forth, honorees Ruth Weil and
Wolcott, and gala chair Judy Caruthers.
Comedian, actor and activist Sandra Valls
emceed the gala named after legendary come-
dian Gilda Radner. 

CSC’s mission is to ensure that people
impacted by cancer are empowered and sus-
tained. In 2009, The Wellness Community and
Gilda’s Club came together to form the Cancer
Support Community. 

The organization provides social and emotion-
al support for more than one million people

https://www.pilgrim-school.org/page
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CITY OF WEST HOLLYWOOD 
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the West Hollywood Planning Commission
will hold a Public Hearing to consider the following item:

LOCATIONS:          SUNSET SPECIFIC PLAN AREA, West Hollywood,
California

REQUEST: A request to update the City’s regulations for off-site adver-
tising signs (billboards and tall walls) on Sunset Boulevard (also referred to as
the Sunset Specific Plan Area).  The proposed regulations would create a
Sunset Strip Billboard District to be established over 15 years with sign stan-
dards for size, lighting and protection of public view sheds and vegetation,
community benefits and public art components, and allowing a phased
process for no more than 18 new billboards integrated into new development
and significant façade remodel projects via a negotiated development agree-
ments over 15 years.  The proposed regulations would allow limited improve-
ments to existing billboards.  No more than 20 of the new or modified bill-
boards could be approved for digital display.

PERMIT(S):             Zone Text Amendment, Sunset Specific Plan
Amendment, and any other required permits.

APPLICANT(S):      City of West Hollywood

TIME/PLACE           Thursday, June 1, 2017
OF HEARING:         at 6:30 p.m.
                                West Hollywood Park Public Meeting Room – 
                                Council Chambers
                                625 N. San Vicente Boulevard
                                West Hollywood, CA  90069

ZONES:                   SSP  (Sunset Specific Plan)

ENVIRONMENTAL
STATUS:                 A Negative Declaration was prepared and circulated.

The staff report will be available on Thursday, May 25, 2017, at City Hall, 8300
Santa Monica Boulevard, the W.H. Library, 625 N. San Vicente Boulevard, and
on-line at www.weho.org

IF YOU CHALLENGE this item in court, you may be limited to raising only
those issues you or someone else raised at the Public Hearing described in
this notice, or in the written correspondence delivered to the West Hollywood
Planning Commission, via the Community Development Department at, or
prior to, the Public Hearing.

To comply with the American with Disabilities Act of 1990, Assistive Listening
Devices (ALD) will be available for checkout at the meeting.  If you require spe-
cial assistance to participate in this meeting (e.g., a signer for the hearing
impaired), you must call, or submit your request in writing to the Office of the
City Clerk at (323) 848-6409 at least 48 hours prior to the meeting.  The City
TDD line for the hearing impaired is (323) 848-6496.

Special meeting related accommodations (e.g., transportation) may be provid-
ed upon written request to the Office of the City Clerk at least 48 hours prior to
the meeting.  For information on public transportation, call 1-323-GO-METRO
(323/466-3876) or go to www.metro.net

ALL INTERESTED PERSONS are invited to attend said Public Hearing to
express their opinion in this matter.

For further information contact Sarah Lejeune, Senior Contract Planner, in
the Community Development Department at (323) 848-6475; or via email at:
slejeune@weho.org

Yvonne Quarker, City Clerk

Мы сообщаем вам об обсуждении проекта. Для дополни-
тельной информации на русском языке звоните: 323-848-
6826.

Los Angeles Museum of the
Holocaust, in collaboration with the
USC Polish Music Center, presents
a concert highlighting the work of
noted composer and Holocaust sur-
vivor Roman Ryterband on May 21
at 4 p.m. at the museum.

Acclaimed pianist Nic Gerpe and
violinist Pasha Tseitlin (known as
Panic Duo), celebrated soprano
Kirsten Ashley Wiest and harpist
Ko-Ni Choi will perform the music
of the award-winning composer.

Ryterband was born in Lodz,
Poland, in 1914. Touring in France
when Germany invaded Poland in
1939, the talented young composer
boarded the last train to
Switzerland before the border

closed. With the exception of his
sister and her son, his entire family
perished in the Holocaust.

A master of the chamber ensem-
ble, Ryterband lived and worked in
Switzerland, Montreal and Chicago
before settling in Palm Springs. He
died in 1979, and in 2016 his fami-
ly donated an extensive collection
of his personal correspondences
and musical manuscripts to the
USC Polish Music Center.

Tickets are available for a sug-
gested donation of $10 for adults
and $5 for students.

The Los Angeles Museum of the
Holocaust is located at 100 The
Grove Drive. For information and
tickets, visit lamoth.org.

photo courtesy of the Los Angeles Museum of the Holocaust
Roman Ryterband boarded the last train to Switzerland after Germany
invaded Poland.

LAMOTH presents Ryterband 
concert on May 21

“Body Worlds: Pulse,” an exhibit
featuring more than 200 plastinated
human bodies, will open at the
California Science Center on May
20, and run through February 2018.

“Pulse” focuses on how the body
is impacted by 21st century living
by exploring six main systems of
the human body: the nervous sys-
tem, the cardiovascular system, the
locomotive system, the respiratory
system, the digestive system and
the reproductive system.

“We are so pleased to present
‘Body Worlds: Pulse,’” said Jeffrey
Rudolph, California Science Center
President and CEO. “Through the
authenticity of the specimens on
display, our visitors will experience
the wonder of the real human body
and marvel at its elegance and com-
plexity.”

The specimens presented in
Gunther von Hagens’ Body Worlds
exhibitions stem from the Institute

for Plastination’s body donation
program. To date there are more
than 16,000 registered body donors
to the Institute, with more than
1,300 of them Americans, 297 from
California. All of the specimens
have been preserved through
Plastination, a process that replaces
the natural fluids in the body with
reactive plastics that are initially
pliable, and then harden after infu-
sion.    By hardening the plastic in
the specimens, they may be perma-
nently preserved in life-like poses,
which illustrate how our bodies
internally respond to everyday
movements.

Tickets start at $19.95 for adults
and $10.95 for children. Exhibit
hours are 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

The California Science Center
is located at Exposition Park
Drive. 

For information and tickets,
visit californiasciencecenter.org.

Body Worlds opening at California
Science Center

photo courtesy of the Institute for Plastination

http://www.weho.org
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Across
1. Paw
4. Drive away
9. Influences
14. Storm heading: Abbr.
15. Exclamation of victory
16. 1988 Olympics locale
17. Language spoken by many
20. Crazy quilt
21. Whiskey ___
22. Transport to Oz
26. Beard beginning
31. Braggadocio’s forte
32. Fax button
34. Unfurl
35. Conditions of the mind
37. In a frenzy
38. Relating to Argentina and
Brazil, for example
42. Priest
43. Genre for Andy Warhol
44. Cook too long
47. Defense acronym
48. Location of the opening
scene of “The Bourne
Supremacy”
51. Type of prescription drugs
53. A cord worn around the neck
to hold a knife or whistle
55. ___ vera
57. Roman poet
58. It’s spoken by many
65. Kind of closet or cloth
66. Italian ruins
67. London Dry, e.g.
68. Chimney channels
69. Oozes
70. Wrong __ of the stick

Down
1. Knock down
2. Roaming alternative
3. Co-star in “The Good
Shepherd”: Robert __ __
4. Colorful rug

5. Teacup handle
6. ___ Beta Kappa
7. A dog’s age
8. Maniacs
9. Vail trail
10. Took
11. __ we there yet?
12. “That’s right!”
13. Envelope type
18. ____ Giovanni
19. Tutsi
23. Spot of wine?
24. College head
25. Coming up
27. Leaflike part
28. Sanctuary
29. Writer, Uris
30. Yellowstone sight
33. Devilish sort
35. Rude look
36. Calyx part
38. Cleanse
39. Final word
40. New Zealand tree with hard
red wood
41. Multivitamin supplement
42. Winter house ingredient
45. Exhausts
46. Bribes
48. Forced feeding, as with a tube
49. Beginning
50. Number next to a plus sign
52. Small salmon
54. “That means ___!”
56. “What ___ can I say?”
58. Christmas worker
59. Nothing
60. African grazer
61. Korean name
62. Polished off
63. Bite
64. Neon, e.g.

See Answers page 26

West Hollywood City Councilman John Heilman was sworn in
Monday for the eighth time as the city’s mayor. The venerable leader
has served on the council since West Hollywood’s incorporation in
1984. He is pictured second from right with the other four members
of the city’s first-elected council. The photo ran in the Nov. 27, 2014
issue of the Park La Brea News and Beverly Press in conjunction
with West Hollywood’s 30th anniversary celebration. Also pictured
are Councilmembers Alan Viterbi (left) and Steve Schulte, Mayor
Valerie Terrigno and Councilwoman Helen Albert. Heilman outlined
his plans for his tenure as mayor – a position that rotates annually
among the five West Hollywood council members. For information
on Heilman’s plans, see page 1.

The Los Angeles Zoo has wel-
comed a group of critically endan-
gered gharials, a unique species of
crocodile with long, narrow snouts,
each filled with approximately 110
needle-like teeth.
The gharials, one male and three

females, received exams from ani-
mal care and health staff before
entering their newly renovated
habitat. They will share the space
with the critically endangered
painted river terrapins and the fly
river turtle.
“Receiving these gharials

hatched in India was a very long
and tedious journey, but we’re very
honored to be one of nine zoos in
North America that are a part of the
Species Survival Plan (SSP) for
gharials,” said Ian Recchio,
Curator of Reptiles and

Amphibians at the Los Angeles
Zoo. “We haven’t quite cracked the
code on breeding this species of
crocodile in North America. The

first egg to ever hatch in the
Western Hemisphere just happened
last year. But, it is our goal to try
and breed these gharials when they
reach sexual maturity in the next
five to seven years.”
Gharials were once common to

the Himalayan-fed rivers of India,
Nepal, Bhutan, Bangladesh and
Pakistan.
“You might not realize it, but we

were very strategic in how we built
the habitat for these gharials,” said
Recchio. “Even the smallest detail
such as the beach sand has a pur-
pose. In that instance, we wanted to
replicate the raised beaches of the
Chambal and Ganges Rivers where
the Indian gharials like to nest. It’s
important if we intend to breed
these animals that we make them
feel like they can come out of a
river above where the water would
potentially flood in the wild and
build their nests.”
The Los Angeles Zoo is located

at 5333 Zoo Drive. For informa-
tion, visit lazoo.org.

L.A. Zoo welcomes endangered gharials

Crossword Puzzle by Myles Mellor

photo by Tad Motoyama

The Children’s Hospital Los
Angeles (CHLA) Health
Network, a group of more than
100 general pediatricians in 26
practices throughout Los
Angeles affiliated with CHLA
to improve care for children
across Southern California,
recently launched.
The CHLA Health Network

is the only physician-led net-
work of its kind in Los
Angeles just for kids. It brings
together community-based
pediatricians committed to
developing a continuum of
care that spans from the pedia-
trician’s office to CHLA’s part-
ner hospitals, where its physi-
cians oversee pediatric and
neonatal care as well as to its
main hospital in the heart of
Los Angeles.
The network is jointly led by

a managing board that
includes representatives con-
sisting of pediatricians from
the five founding community
pediatric practices, the CHLA
Medical Group and CHLA.
The network is in the

process of reviewing applica-
tions from practices that are
interested in affiliating with
the network.
CHLA is located at 4650

Sunset Blvd. For information,
visit chla.org.

Children’s
Hospital Health
Network 
launches

The Los Angeles County
Museum of Art presents “Japanese
Painting: A Walk in Nature”
through Sept. 10.
The exhibit features 24 paintings

on scrolls and screens spanning the
16th to the 20th centuries. They
depict nature painted from observa-
tion or from memory in adherence
to established models. The exhibi-
tion includes deities finding space
for meditation and joy within
nature, flora and fauna, as well as
human appreciation of nature with-
in the setting of a garden. It also has
pieces heavily influenced by

Chinese masterpieces.
“Whereas European art often

depicts nature as something to be
feared – a place of wolves and
specters – nature in Japanese art is
respected, even revered, as an ideal
retreat for those needing meditation
or tranquility,” according to a state-
ment by the museum. “Beginning
in the Heian period (794–1185),
nature developed into one of the
most common themes in Japanese
painting.”
LACMA is located at 5905

Wilshire Blvd. For information,
visit lacma.org.

LACMA hosting Japanese ‘Walk in
Nature’ exhibit

Launch LA presents “Qualia” by
local artist Christine Weir from
May 20 to June 17.
The exhibition will include

Weir’s latest body of work, which
explores the emotional complexi-
ties of contemporary life. In this
series, “she meticulously and
earnestly chronicles the internal
response to chaos brought upon us
through outside circumstances,”
according to Launch LA.
“Each piece is an intricately

detailed work of graphite on clay
panel with flowing forms reminis-
cent of flowing rivers,” according
to the gallery. 
Weir studied fine arts and draw-

ing at the University of Kutztown
before moving to New York City,
where she studied art history at
Pratt Institute.
Launch LA is located at 170 S.

La Brea Ave. 
For information, visit

launchla.org.

‘Qualia’ on display at Launch LA

photo courtesy of Launch LA
“From Truth’s Sad Ashes Pain and Falsehood Grow,” a graphite on clay
panel, will be included in the exhibit. 
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“L.A.’s Largest Selection of Floor Covering”

4849 Santa Monica Blvd. • (323)469-0063 • www.linocity.com

http://linoleumcity.com
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I blame “300.” Since that beauti-
fully dumb flick, Hollywood can
run history amuck in bombastic
ways.

Sure, a film about King Arthur
owes little to the past, but the myth
is well established, and I’m pretty
sure the storytellers of old never
imagined Arthur’s cronies calling
him “boss” and pontificating like
“Snatch” characters.

That’s not necessarily bad. It’s
rather charming actually, a kick-
back to some of director Guy
Ritchie’s high notes. But “King
Arthur: Legend of the Sword,” the
first in an Arthurian film series,
needs more than charm. Despite
visually insane moments, it’s quite
a mess, featuring film work better
suited for a plotless music video,
not a reimagining of the classic leg-
end of Camelot, its king and its
king’s sword, Excalibur.

For a more fleshed out iteration
of Arthur and his round table,
BBC’s “Merlin” likely comes clos-
est. In this take, Arthur (Charlie
Hunnam) is orphaned when Uncle
Vortigern (Jude Law) seizes control
of the kingdom. Fleeing on a boat
like baby Moses, lil’ Artie is raised
in a brothel, growing up to function
more like a goodhearted pimp than
someone worthy to wield the

mighty sword. Alas, all secrets
eventually come out, especially
when the tide lowers, revealing the
sword of King Uther (Eric Bana)
wedged in a stone.

Some things sound familiar,
while others, including skyscraper-
tall elephants and sea witches that
somehow are equal parts Ursula
and Ariel, make this “King Arthur”
film all its own. But like the aver-
age superhero sequel, it’s all a bit
much. Distracting CGI spectacle,
incoherent fight scenes and more
montages with dialogue.

In true Ritchie style, “King
Arthur” starts with a more artful
than action-based opening scene:
dramatic slow motion fighting cuts
to a trendy folk song. Then a mon-
tage, a rather enjoyable one at that.
By the end of the film, however,
that Ritchie style becomes tedious
during the moments it hasn’t dulled
to something more recognizable in
a generic action film.

Hunnam is hit or miss. He leads
“Sons of Anarchy” like a boss. In
“Pacific Rim,” his every facial
expression warrants a slap. “King
Arthur” resides somewhere in the
middle, an unholy combination of
hokey one-liners and surprisingly
good acting.

Like most Ritchie films, the cast

is enormous, featuring a long list of
a quirky characters with names like
Wet Stick, Back Lack and Blue.
The only notable ones, though, are
Bedivere (Djimon Hounsou) and
Bill (Aidan Gillen), both leaders of
the resistance and former members
of King Arthur’s inner circle, and
Merlin’s representative, simply
referred to as a mage (Àstrid
Bergès-Frisbey).

And then there’s Law as the vil-
lain. He’s mostly a stock character,
but a few (and I do mean three)
moments reveal a more complex
character. It’s too bad nothing ever
comes of that development. He also
has a pretty great motivation for
seeking power. In place of generic
discussions about power, he per-
ceives it as a drug, an addictive
force worth all the fear and anguish
he thrusts upon his kingdom.

I’ll say this: Ritchie’s worst, and

this one just might be the bottom of
his filmography barrel, is still
watchable. He knows his way
around a pretty film, even if his eye
for narrative details and under-
standing of story are best exempli-
fied by an episode of “Drunk
History.”

“King Arthur: Legend of the
Sword” is an origin story, one that

shamelessly steals from every other
superhero film out there: tragic ori-
gin, a superpower, born with a
sense of right and wrong, daddy
issues. Then again, Arthur is one of
the earliest examples of the hero’s
journey, so claiming it rips off
superhero films is a complicated
topic. Nope. I take it back. Give this
one no credit.

Guy Ritchie’s ‘King Arthur’ just went full bro

photo courtesy of Warner Bros. Pictures
Charlie Hunnam plays King Arthur in this reimagining of a classic tale. 

photo courtesy of Warner Bros. Pictures
Vortigern, played by Jude Law, takes control of the kingdom, leaving
Arthur an orphan.

http://www.parklabrea.com
http://rosalietherealtor.com
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In addition to the plaintiffs in the case,
LAPD officer Nicholas Lee was killed in
March 2014 when he was struck by a dump
truck whose driver had lost control on Loma
Vista Drive.
Following the accident between Allen, a

27-year veteran of the police department, and
Cascio, the city of Beverly Hills suspended
heavy haul deliveries and pick-ups from the
Trousdale area for 30 days. A city press
release issued shortly after the accident stated
that city officials considered commercial
vehicle travel on Loma Vista Drive and sur-
rounding streets to be a “critical public safety
issue.” It also said that Beverly Hills police
and other departments were “aggressively”
working to prevent future accidents.
But another driver was killed in January

2016 after his truck went out of control on
Loma Vista Drive. A runaway truck ramp was
among the measures implemented by the city
to improve commercial vehicle safety on the
street. The driver, however, did not use the
ramp before hitting a parked car and colliding
with a retaining wall on the 800 block of
Loma Vista Drive.
“This was a settlement which arose out of

two tragic accidents, one of them fatal, that
involved a number of plaintiffs,” according to
a statement by Beverly Hills City Attorney
Larry Weiner. “The settlement proceeds were
paid by the city’s insurers.”

Loma Vista
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walls and some businesses. But
we are keeping clean as much as
possible on the sidewalk and the
public area.”
BID board member Isack

Fadlon said the group has dis-
cussed the importance in distin-
guishing between grafitti or tag-
ging and street art. 
“Melrose is known for a pletho-

ra of street art and expression of
the artists through extreme art,”
he said. “So there’s a balance.
Coming up and tagging is very
different from the celebration of
street art, which I think, as a
group, we want to celebrate and
we want to continue. Melrose
Avenue is known as one of the
center places in the world for
some of the most amazing street
art and that’s not something we
want to shy away from.”
BID board member Jilan

Chicha said graffiti has been an
issue for decades and that it’s
always in ebb and flow. 
“That’s what the street is. And

that’s been the constant battle,” he
said. “I think a big part of it is
proximity to schools, which
impacts it one way or another. But

I think you accept it but do your
best to buck it or keep it under
control.”
Board member Sylvia

Weintraub said they encourage
business owners to decorate
their buildings how they want.
“But when it’s tagging, we

encourage the businesses to
remove it immediately because
then it encourages other taggers,
and then it’s really defacing ver-
sus art,” she said.
BID board member Fred

Rosenthal said the city’s 311
mobile phone app works great.
Residents can download the
MyLA311 app to take photos
and submit service requests
about graffiti to the city, as well
as with pothole repairs and
bulky items for pickup.
“I take a picture and it’s gone

in 48 hours,” he said. “It’s a
good app. I literally go around to
any of the properties we have,
take a picture, GPS it and I get a
confirmation back and it’s taken
care of. The city doesn’t guaran-
tee a [color] match, but they get
rid of the graffiti quickly.”
Perez said the clean streets

team also accepts requests from
business owners to repaint a
wall, and the BID’s security
ambassador also uses the 311
app.
Fadlon said a big issue they

face is when taggers hit windows
instead of walls. 
“It’s much more difficult to

take care of. That’s happened. A
few months ago someone just
went around for a three-block
radius and tagged every single
window,” he said. 
Fadlon said they also deal with

large advertising posters.
“If you’re doing any kind of

construction, they’ll come and
illegally post and they keep doing
it on our property,” he said. “I
know we’re trying to deal with it,
but is there anything you guys can
think of to go after these guys?”
The advertising signs appear on

solid barrier construction walls
where it would usually say “post
no bills,” and on bus benches.
Fadlon said the posters come in

such strong waves that recently
the Department of Building and
Safety tried to fine him for illegal
advertising, even though it was
not his advertising.
“I’m like, this guy is coming on

my property illegally and posting
it,” he said.
BID board member Donald

Duckworth said there are compa-
nies, such as Wild Postings, that
pay people to go around to open
walls or barriers to post advertise-
ments.
Indeed, the website

CityWildPostings.com offers

extending advertising campaigns
for clients by increasing aware-
ness in urban, high traffic and
“hip and trendy neighborhoods.”
The company offers “traditional
wildpostings,” “dedicated wild-
postings” that enable clients to
“own and dominate a specific
location,” “barricade” postings,
and “out of the box campaigns.” 
Robert Oliver, field deputy for

Councilman Paul Koretz, 5th
District, said he would suggest to
the councilman that his office dis-
cuss the matter with LAPD senior
lead officers for the area and that
maybe something could be done
to help address the issue citywide.
On Tuesday, Paul Racs, direc-

tor of the Public Works
Department, said the city has not
noticed a particular increase in
tagging in the Melrose area, but
he added that the area typically
sees a high level of requests for
cleanup. 
“Our bottom line is if the prop-

erty owners allowed it to be there,
we’re not going to deal with it,”
he said.
Alison Simard, communica-

tions director for Koretz, said his
office has been calling for cleanup
in the area. His office has a new
chief deputy for public safety in
the area.

Melrose 
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art and other promotions, it doesn’t
mean Beverly Hills is trying to be
the next party city. Instead, the mis-
sion is to create a “vibe” or interest
that complements the existing
allure to encourage customers to
stay, shop and dine in Beverly Hills.
Programming for the kick-off

nights in August and through the
summer also includes sidewalk art,
cross promotions, discounts with
ride-sharing companies, test drives
or rides in luxury vehicles, and
mobile carts for beverages and
snacks. Plans also include setting
up a concierge with a desk and tent
on Rodeo Drive to help direct
tourists and passersby to nearby
restaurants and stores. The
concierge would text or call to con-
firm or arrange reservations.
Under the current plan, the city

would spend approximately
$525,000 to play host for the first
nights in August under the recom-
mendations made Tuesday. The
Beverly Hills Conference and
Visitors Bureau and the Rodeo
Drive Committee are contributing
$200,000 and $75,000, respective-
ly, for a total budget of $800,000.
The Rodeo Drive Committee

estimates their retailers will spend
nearly $2 million in labor and oper-
ation costs for the 13 nights of sum-
mer programming.

Eliot Finkel, former city treasurer
and candidate for city council, said
during public comment on Tuesday
that he “wholeheartedly” supports
the effort to keep businesses open
late to stimulate the local economy.
But he warned that a continuing
multi-year effort would be needed
to establish the community as a per-
manent destination, meaning more
taxpayer money would be needed
over a long period of time.
Thomas White, president of the

Municipal League of Beverly Hills,
said it isn’t a question of whether or
not it’s a good idea to stay open
later or increase revenue. But he
said the plan was “completely spec-
ulative,” and he was concerned the
city is risking too much taxpayer
money to reward businesses that
are only risking “the cost of doing
business” by staying open. 
“What you have before you is a

lot of sizzle and no steak,” he said,
questioning if the program will
solve the long-term issue of dimin-
ishing retail sales to online sales.
“It’s [the taxpayers’] money. It’s
not there to promote private busi-
nesses.”
Councilman John Mirisch ques-

tioned if the programming went too
far, and suggested that the solution
can be reached with simply keeping
longer business hours. He pointed
to the success of Concerts on
Canon for bringing the community
together on the weekends. If the
city continued similar or existing
programs, and the business owners
committed to later hours, the night-

time culture might be achieved
without spending as much. 
“Let’s do it more than one day a

week,” he suggested. “Why would
we have food trucks when our goal
should be to direct people two
blocks away to the restaurants that
we have. … We already have a
recipe for success. I support staying
open late but I just personally don’t
think this plan is worth 800 grand.”
Wunderlich said the city’s contri-

bution to create more entertainment
and encourage more activity and
foot traffic is an investment in the
city’s vitality now and in the future,
and will help add additional excite-
ment. 
“We have an opportunity to have

a captive audience,” he said. “We
have to recognize this is a step in
the process. But you have to take
that step.” 
Bosse said Beverly Hills needs to

continue to cultivate the experience
that originated on Rodeo Drive
with the first top-tier shopping
experiences and brands. 
“We can’t put our heads in the

sand and say ‘let’s study this
more,’” she said. “We need to do
something to make people come to
Beverly Hills.”
She promised that it will be the

Beverly Hills of the future as well
as the one “we know and love.”
Vice Mayor Julian Gold said it’s

long overdue, and pointed to pro-
jections of decreasing sales tax rev-
enue in the city’s most recent fiscal
year. 
“It’s a warning sign that compla-

cency is our enemy and if we don’t
do something, the year after it may
get worse,” he said. 
Todd Johnson, CEO and presi-

dent of the Beverly Hills Chamber
of Commerce, stressed that the city
will see “overwhelming support”
from the business community. But
he also echoed the notion that the
effort must continue beyond one
month in the summer when they
know neighboring communities are
investing millions in renovations or
updates with similar goals in mind.
“We will do our outreach,” he

said. “It’s not a very hard sell. It’s
going to help build the community,
and we have to do it together.”
Sandy Murphy, general manager

of the Beverly Hilton, said she is
very excited for the city’s program. 
“We’ve always struggled keep-

ing our guests in the city after
hours,” she said. “This will make a
big difference.”
The city has commitments from

Burberry, Chanel, Dior, Louis
Vuitton, Patek Philippe, Rolex,
Tom Ford and Valentino, and more
than 80 percent of the stores on
Rodeo Drive. The Beverly Hills
Conference and Visitors Bureau,
the Rodeo Drive Committee and
Beverly Hills Chamber of
Commerce have supported the ini-
tiative and are helping to coordinate
the effort. 
On April 6, the city’s leading

hoteliers and retailers requested an
urgent meeting with the groups to
discuss market conditions in the
city. According to the city’s staff

report, the attending representatives
said an “immediate strategic mar-
keting campaign was needed” to
compete with other regional busi-
nesses. 
On Tuesday, council members

pointed to Westfield Century City
and the Beverly Center – both with-
in a 2-mile radius of Rodeo Drive,
and both investing millions of dol-
lars into the shopping “experience”
as reason to get ahead of changing
markets.
Bosse explained that the summer

months are the busiest time of the
year for visitors and tourists in
Beverly Hills. According to a letter
she wrote to retailers, nearly 20 per-
cent of the city’s hotel business in
August originates from Middle
Eastern countries, where shoppers
generally prefer to begin in the late
afternoon or evening. The Beverly
Hills hotels where guests who pay
$800-$1,000 per night are at near or
full occupancy in the summer, but
the representatives for the top
hotels report that they are forced to
direct guests to neighboring com-
petitors.
“We have a captive audience of

our target demographic at these
hotels and we cannot afford to con-
tinue to lose their business to other
local destinations because our bou-
tiques close at 6 or 7 p.m.,” Bosse
wrote in the letter. “We are banding
together to become a stronger, unit-
ed city presence and to attract cus-
tomers before they get used to
going to Century City for their lux-
ury shopping.”

Beverly Hills 
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in residential areas – building on
steps the city has taken to improve
parking in commercial areas.
“We haven’t done such a good

job of addressing the parking
shortages in existing residential
neighborhoods,” he said. “We hear
about those any time there’s a
development, people all come out
to talk about how there’s already
no parking in their neighborhood.”
Heilman also said he wants to

implement a pilot project that
addresses poverty in West
Hollywood. According to 2010
Census data, 13.5 percent of West
Hollywood residents live in pover-
ty.
“We need to look at how we can

ease the burden of poverty and, if

possible, bring people out of
poverty by looking at innovative
programs,” he said.
Related to the West Hollywood

2050 plan, Heilman said he wants
staff to analyze the city’s long
term infrastructure needs, even
though it “isn’t always the sexiest
thing.”
“We’ve done a good job, I think,

overall of maintaining our streets,
our roads, our sidewalks, our
curbs,” Heilman said. “But there’s
a fair amount of infrastructure that
we’re going to need in the future.” 
A new sheriff’s station, a new

fire station on the east side and
management of Los Angeles
Department of Water and Power-
operated pipes running into West
Hollywood were some of the
needs he mentioned.
Heilman also said the city will

continue to counter the “reac-
tionary policies coming out of
Washington, D.C.” 
“These are policies that would

eliminate health care for the most
vulnerable people in our commu-
nity,” he said, “many of them liv-
ing with HIV and AIDS, many of
them with other serious preexist-
ing conditions, policies which
would defund reproductive health

care, policies which would under-
mine the gains of the LGBT com-
munity, especially the scant pro-
tections that are available for the
transgender community.”
West Hollywood officials have

opposed actions by President

Donald J. Trump such as House
Joint Resolution 43, which allows
states to withhold federal funding
from facilities that provide abor-
tions. The city also affirmed its
status as a sanctuary city in
response to potential changes in
federal immigration policy. 
Heilman praised Meister, who

was elected to the city council in
2015, for leading West Hollywood
in the aftermath of the November
election, and for her advocacy of
women’s rights, animal rights and
homelessness, among other issues.
Meister, accepting a proclama-

tion commemorating her year as
mayor, shared three lessons she
learned.
“One: Never try to put forth a

moratorium after an election, only
before an election,” she said.
“Two: When in doubt, ask the city
attorney. And three: Something is
better than nothing. Compromise
moves the dial forward.”

hard-working Angelenos who are
trying to make an honest living and
should not have to worry about a
criminal record.”
However, Palka said that decrim-

inalizing street vending has led to
an increase in patrons congregating
on the streets after Hollywood’s
bars close at 2 a.m. The larger the
group of people who have been
drinking, the greater the potential
for conflict. 
“Then you have force, then you

have arrests, then you have prose-
cution, then you have frustration,”
Palka said.

Besides the drop-off in homi-
cides, other positive trends include
a 23.1 percent reduction of rapes in
2017 compared to this time last
year, and a 9.1 percent reduction
compared to the same time two
years ago, according to Hollywood
Division statistics. Violent crime
overall has dropped a little more
than 10 percent compared to last
year, but has increased by nearly 22
percent compared to 2015.
There has also been a 23.8 per-

cent decrease in burglaries com-
pared to 2016, and a 4.7 percent
decrease compared to 2015.
There have been upticks in other

areas. The 196 incidents of motor
vehicle theft this year are an 11.4
percent increase compared to the
same timeframe in 2015, and a 7.1
percent increase compared to 2016.

Palka said residents can help police
cut down on motor vehicle theft by
taking common sense measures
such as locking car doors, closing
their windows and not leaving keys
in the car.
Los Angeles Deputy City

Attorney Steve Houchin spoke to
residents about his role in the com-
munity, which includes everything
from monitoring issues with party
houses in the Hollywood Hills to
criminal activity among character
actors on Hollywood Boulevard.
Homelessness was one of the

prominent citywide issues residents
asked about during the meeting. A
few residents asked about any laws
governing where and when the
homeless are allowed to sleep.
Between the hours of 9 p.m. and 6
a.m., Houchin said, they can sleep

inside tents in public areas such as
sidewalks as long as they’re not
blocking access.
The city’s many homeless gener-

ate plenty of inquiries to the city
attorney’s office as well, he said. A
recent homeless encampment that
emerged near the intersection of
Santa Monica and Cahuenga boule-
vards underscores the problem the
issue has posed in Hollywood. A
Los Angeles County measure on
the November ballot allowed the
county to begin developing $1.2
billion in bond-funded housing for
the homeless to try to move as
many of them as possible off the
streets.
“We try to problem solve in that

area as best we can,” Houchin said.
Officers encouraged residents to

stay up to date on local crime by

following the Hollywood
Division’s twitter account,
@LAPDHollywood, or by viewing
the latest posts on
lapdonline.org/hollywood_com-
munity_police_station.
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from Stockton. I’m just saying.”
Mendoza is a Los Angeles

native and former elementary
school teacher in East L.A. He
represents the 32nd Senate
District, which includes Los
Angeles and portions of Orange
County. 

Former County Supervisor Zev
Yaroslavky has advocated for an
elected executive for the county
for years, to give the county gov-
ernment someone to be account-
able. With the existing structure,
each board member can blame
another for inaction or poor per-
formance. He has not taken a posi-
tion on Mendoza’s amendment,
but he pointed to the closure of the
Martin Luther King Hospital, an
issue he said “festered for 30
years.” 
“No Elected County Executive

would have allowed it to fester for
so long,” he said.
To put it into perspective, on

Wednesday, he pointed out that if
Los Angeles County were to
become its own state, it would be
the eighth largest state in the
country. 
“No state government is run by

a committee or board of five peo-
ple,” he said. “I was always fond
of saying if we think the county’s
system is so perfect, why don’t we
go to Michigan – the ninth largest
state – and recommend they get

rid of their governor and
Legislator. How long before they
show us the door? It doesn’t make
sense in a lot of ways. It’s awk-
ward.” 
But he also said there is some-

thing awkward about asking the
people outside of Los Angeles
County to make a decision about
how Los Angeles County should
be governed. Like Kuehl, he said
local counties have the ability to
alter their governing system in
isolation without the state govern-
ment. But he said without an

amendment like Mendoza’s, the
changes might never happen. 
“I don’t think you will ever find

a board that will initiate a county
ballot measure or resident cam-
paign,” he said.
Yaroslavky is also supportive of

expanding representation, but not
without an executive, as seven
supervisors could slow the
process down more than five. But
he said it’s an important debate to
have, especially in dealing with
the largest local budget in the
country outside of New York City. 
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John J. Duran was sworn in as the city’s new Mayor Pro Tempore. 

president, conceded the election
shortly after initial returns showed
him trailing Melvoin by approxi-
mately 6,000 votes, mostly on the
strength of vote-by-mail ballots.
Melvoin ended the night with 57
percent of the vote, according to the
city clerk’s unofficial results. 
The two had not spoken as of

Wednesday morning, according to
Melvoin. Multiple media sources
reported that Zimmer refused to
call Melvoin, or accept a call from
his opponent, after conceding.
Zimmer was not available for com-
ment before press time.
“I may not have been successful

tonight,” Zimmer, first elected in
2009, told supporters. “But we the
teachers, we the students, we the
families of this district, we are not a
failure.”
The result signifies a notable

turnaround after Zimmer finished

with approximately 47 percent of
the vote in the March 7 primary, 14
points ahead of Melvoin. Zimmer
would have avoided the runoff and
reclaimed his seat had he cleared
50 percent.
There were 53,462 votes counted

by May 17 in the runoff for School
Board District 4, which ranges
from the Westside to the west San
Fernando Valley. By contrast,
96,558 ballots were cast during the
race’s March 7 primary, which
included two other candidates.
Melvoin won Tuesday night
despite receiving more than 1,000
fewer votes compared to his total in
the March primary. He said the
turnout was the “disappointing part
of the night.”
As the race turned into a referen-

dum over the future of charter
schools in the district, it drew exor-
bitant sums of money – more than
either of the other two school board
races and several of the city council
races.
Businessman Eli Broad and

Netflix founder Reed Hastings
were among the pro-charter contin-

gent that contributed to Melvoin’s
campaign. Zimmer received the
backing of pro-union organiza-
tions, and Democrats such as Los
Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti and
West Hollywood Councilwoman
Lindsey Horvath.
In total, Melvoin collected

$783,889 in campaign contribu-
tions compared to Zimmer’s
$346,719. Neither candidate in the
School Board District 6 race
between Gonez and Imelda Padilla
cleared $300,000. 
Independent expenditures, which

are made by individuals or organi-
zations on behalf of a candidate or
ballot measure without being affili-
ated with a campaign, also reached
unprecedented totals. Outside
money supporting Melvoin’s cam-
paign totaled approximately $2.4
million, compared to $1.86 million
supporting Zimmer. Approximately
$3.3 million of independent expen-
ditures opposed Zimmer’s cam-
paign, compared to only $505,184
opposing Melvoin.
Both candidates said throughout

the campaign that they were frus-

trated by the misinformation spread
by outside groups. Melvoin, a self-
described progressive Democrat,
was repeatedly characterized as an
advocate of the education agenda
of President Donald J. Trump and
Secretary of Education Betsy
DeVos. Zimmer was blamed for the
district’s failed iPad initiative,
which had mostly been pushed by
former Superintendent John Deasy.
A pro-charter majority on the

board could alter the direction the
district takes to address issues
such as declining enrollment.
Charters already account for half
of the students no longer attending
other schools in the district,
according to a 2015 district report.
Adding more charters would
exacerbate that trend. Melvoin
said as long as the board can pro-
vide all students within the district
a chance to attend a high-perform-
ing school, it will adjust accord-
ingly.
In the city’s other runoffs,

Councilman Gil Cedillo, 1st
District, won reelection over Joe
Bray-Ali with 70 percent of the

vote, according to the city clerk’s
unofficial results. In the race to fill
the council’s vacant District 7 seat,
Monica Rodriguez defeated Karo
Torossian by just fewer than six
percentage points.
By a 57 to 42 percent margin,

voters approved a ballot measure
that will allow police officers the
option to have their disciplinary
cases heard by a three-member
panel of civilians. The current sys-
tem requires a panel of two officers
and one civilian. The measure was
endorsed by Garcetti and the city
council. Groups including the
American Civil Liberties Union of
Southern California opposed it,
claiming that all-civilian panels
would be more lenient than the cur-
rent model.
More than 30,000 vote-by-mail

and provisional ballots will be
counted by June 13, according to
Los Angeles City Clerk Holly L.
Wolcott. Through May 19, the city
will accept vote-by-mail ballots
postmarked on or before election
day.
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