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Equality, growth made WeHo tries to catch the Metro train
headlines in 2015
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n L.A. and WeHo met new faces in politics

By edwin folven

In 2015, the Wilshire, Miracle
Mile, West Hollywood and
Hollywood communities elected
new leaders, ushered in a new era
of equal rights for the LGBT community, watched the Metro Purple
Line subway extension plow forward and enjoyed the re-opening
of The Petersen Automotive
Museum.

Marriage Equality

The past year was a period of
unprecedented change for the
LGBT community, which celebrated a milestone in June when
the U.S. Supreme Court upheld a
decision to expand marriage
equality nationwide. Thousands of
people rallied in West Hollywood
following the June 26 ruling
which invalidated bans on same-

sex marriage in 13 states and guaranteed all couples the right to
marry. Lorri L. Jean, CEO of the
Los Angeles LGBT Center,
declared at the rally that the decision culminated decades of
“blood, sweat and tears.” June 26
is now known as “Decision Day”
among the LGBT community and
the thousands of same-sex couples
who married in the weeks following the ruling.

Civic Politics

The year started with heated
debates between 14 candidates
vying to replace Councilman Tom
LaBonge in the Fourth Council
District. Hot-button issues included access to the Hollywood Sign,
traffic congestion in the
Hollywood Hills, perceived runaway development in Hollywood,

L.A. helps homeless take
cover from cold, El Niño
n LAHSA, city ramp up

shelters for winter months
By GreGory Cornfield

With abnormally cold weather
expected to continue at least into
next week throughout Los Angeles
County, and with anticipation for a
possibly historic El Niño, heightened concern for the growing
homeless population is becomming
more immediate.
Officials have been working
together to provide additional shelter options for the approximately
20,000 people in Los Angeles
experiencing homelessness who

See 2015 page 22

are unsheltered most nights.
According to the National
Weather Service, parts of Los
Angeles will see overnight temperatures dip below 40 degrees
through the weekend. Dr. Cyrus
Rangan with the Los Angeles
County Department of Public
Health said hypothermia risks significantly increase based on duration of exposure to cold weather,
making it more important to focus
on the homeless population. For
example, people can step outside
for a couple minutes when it’s
below freezing and be OK, but
staying outside for hours when it’s
40 degrees can be harmful.

See shelters page 21

photo by Edwin Folven

Los Angeles County has been conducting outreach at homeless encampments to inform people about additional shelter and safety measures.
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n City to examine vote

on sales tax increase
for upcoming ballots

By GreGory Cornfield

The West Hollywood City
Council approved major steps last
week in a complex effort to persuade the county to include West
Hollywood in plans to expand rail
transit throughout the region.
“This is probably one of the
most important issues, not so much
for us, but for the future of the city
of West Hollywood,” Councilman
John Duran said.
The ideal outcome the city staff
hopes for is an extension of the
Crenshaw Line – which would
include access to Los Angeles
International Airport (LAX) – to
come through West Hollywood
and connect the city to the existing
Red Line subway. Lisa Marie
Belsanti, communications manager for West Hollywood, explained
that the large millennial demographic and transit-oriented residents in West Hollywood differ
from previous car-dependent generations, making a north-south
connection especially appealing.
The first measure that the city
council passed approves covering
the cost of independent consultants
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The city council approved lobby and outreach efforts to build support
for a Metro rail line extension in West Hollywood.

to lobby Los Angeles County
Metropolitan Transit Authority
(Metro) board members to include
West Hollywood in rail extension
plans – a draft of which will be
released in March. The lobbying
efforts will also largely consist of
building support in West
Hollywood and neighboring communities. The work is divided into
three phases aligned with Metro’s
development schedule, including
evaluations and reassessments
benchmarked in March and June.
Though staff originally recommended more money, the city

council agreed to pay $200,000 to
Dakota Communications and The
Robert Group for the first phase, or
at least until Metro’s draft plans are
released in three months.
Joanna Hankamer, special projects senior planner for West
Hollywood, said the first phase is
to initiate two separate campaigns.
It includes the launch of the West
Hollywood Advocates for Metro,
and stakeholder and regional outreach to other communities and
districts that a transit extension
would also serve, from Inglewood

‘Girl-power’ blooms in Rose Parade

See WeHo page 21

n Girls hope to be role

models for other youth
with HIV, other illnesses
By edwin folven

AIDS Healthcare Foundation
(AHF) is spreading a message of
hope and inspiration for young
girls with its float in the 127th
annual Rose Parade in Pasadena
on Jan. 1.
The float follows the theme “A
Girl’s World of Adventure – It’s
Her Journey,” and features a spinning globe surrounded by figures
of girls dressed as various professionals – a doctor, medical worker, teacher, construction worker
and businesswoman. The idea is
to show girls, particularly those
with HIV or other illnesses, that
they can overcome adversity and
have a bright future to accomplish
anything they wish through hard
work and dedication. Five 10 and
11-year-old girls – three of them
HIV-positive – will ride on the
float as it rolls along Colorado
Boulevard on New Year’s Day.
“Having traveled the world in
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Five girls ages 10 and 11 will ride on AIDS Healthcare Foundation’s Rose
Parade float, including from left, Tatianna Lindsey, 11, of Chicago; Iliana
McDonald, 11, of Compton; Sarah Sheppard, 11, of Seffner, Florida;
Gloria Gallarzo, 10, of Arizona; and Jenna Vargas, 10, of Silverlake.

my job at AHF, I have seen firsthand what an incredibly important issue the plight of girls and
young women is today,” AHF
president Michael Weinstein said.
“It is an honor to dedicate this
year’s AHF Rose Parade float to
celebrating and empowering such
young girls and women.”
Weinstein said many girls

around the world living with HIV
face challenges ias they develop
into women. AHF hopes the girls
riding the float will serve as role
models to the millions of people
watching the parade.
AHF spokesman Ged Kenslea
said three of the five girls who
will ride on the float were recomSee page 22
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31 Albany State
Marching Band

J

oin the Albany State University
(ASU) marching band for a free
adrenaline-pumping
show
on
Thursday, Dec. 31 at 2 p.m. at the
California African American Museum
in Exposition Park. The ASU marching band is the only band from
Georgia, the only university band
from the southeastern United States
and the only historically black university band in the nation to participate
in the 2016 Tournament of Roses
Parade on Jan. 1 in Pasadena. 600
State
Dr.
(213)744-7432,
www.caamuseum.org.
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will shoot targets with paint-ball
guns. Everything needed will be supplied; extra paintballs will be available for purchase onboard the train.
Tickets are $49 for adults and children 10 and older. Ride-only tickets
for children under 10 are $25. Trains
depart from 364 Main St., Fillmore.
(805)524-2546, www.fwry.com.

3 Capoeira
Performance

Gladys Knight

E

Funky Soul
New Year’s Eve

A

C

njoy an afternoon of Brazilian
capoeira on Sunday, Jan. 3 at the
historic Union Station in downtown
Los Angeles. The event is hosted by
the Capoeira Exchange and begins
with free lessons and a demonstration
of the rhythmic Afro-Brazilian art form
at 11:30 a.m. on the station’s south
patio. A capoeira procession begins at
noon inside the station, followed by a
performance on the south patio running
until 2 p.m. 800 N. Alameda St.
www.facebook.com/events/17561584
2792931.

elebrate New Year’s Eve with
Gladys Knight in performances
on Thursday, Dec. 31 at 7 and 10:30
p.m. at the Walt Disney Concert Hall.
Knight, known as the “Empress of
Soul,” has recorded more than 38
albums, including four solo albums
during the past decade. The performances are part of the Los Angeles
Philharmonic’s “Deck The Halls”
series. Tickets start at $74.50. 111 S.
Grand
Ave.
(323)850-2000,
www.laphil.com.

S

oul music legend Charles Wright
presents the “Funky Soul New
Year’s Eve Celebration” on Thursday,
Dec. 31 beginning at 8 p.m. at the
Saban Theatre in Beverly Hills.
Special guest performers include
Chante Moore, Lakeside, Bloodstone
and Wright with the Watts 103rd
Street Band. Tickets start at $75. 8440
Wilshire Blvd. (323)655-0111,
www.sabantheatre.org.

January

2 South Africa
Plants Tour

L

earn about plants native to South
Africa during a workshop titled
“Fun in the Fynbos: Aloes and other
South African Plants” on Saturday,
Jan. 2 from 1 to 2 p.m. at the Los
Angeles County Arboretum and
Botanic Garden. Frank McDonough,

Founded 1946
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Classic TV
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Pianists Inna Faliks (pictured) and Daniel Schlosberg will perform on
Sunday, Jan. 3 at 6 p.m. at the Los Angeles County Museum of Art.
Faliks is head of the Piano Department at UCLA’s Herb Alpert School of
Music. Schlosberg has served as a staff pianist for Ravinia’s Steans
Music Institute vocal program and has been a faculty member at the
University of Notre Dame since 2005. The pianists will perform
Rachmaninoff’s “Piano Concerto No. 2” and Gershwin’s “Rhapsody in
Blue.” Admission is free. 4904 Wilshire Blvd. (323)857-6000,
www.lacma.org.

a botanical information consultant
for the arboretum, will lead participants on an informational tour focusing on the plants, which are currently
blooming. The event is free with $9
arboretum admission. 301 N.
Baldwin Ave., Arcadia. (626)8213222, www.arboretum.org.

‘Mad Maxed
Paintball Shoot’

S

hoot targets from a moving train
during the Fillmore & Western
Railway’s “Mad Maxed Paintball
Shoot” on Saturday, Jan. 2 with departures at 3, 5 and 7 p.m. Participants
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njoy an evening of side-splitting
comedy at the iO West Theatre
with “Top Story! Weekly” on
Sunday, Jan. 3 at 8 p.m. The performance is described as “SNL” meets
“The Daily Show” and includes a
constantly changing, news-driven
sketch romp through the week’s
headlines. The laughs continue on
Jan. 3 at 9 p.m. with “Zach & Vigo:
Thunderflop,” the debut show of the
international comedy duo of Zach
Zucker and Viggo Venn. It will be
followed at 11 p.m. by “Sketch
Cagematch” featuring three teams
who have 15 minutes each to perform
their best comedy. Tickets to each
show are $5. 6366 Hollywood Blvd.
(323)962-7560, www.ioimprov.com.

L

uis De Jesus Los Angeles presents a residency by artists Josh
Reames and Jose Lerma running
from Monday, Jan. 4 through
Saturday, Jan. 30. The gallery will be
open by appointment. The residency
will be followed by an exhibit of the
artists running through March 5.
2685 S. La Cienega Blvd. (310)8386000, luisdejesus.com.
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merican
Cinematheque
is
remembering custom car designer George Barris with a double feature screening of “Batman” (1966)
and “Munster, Go Home!” (1966) on
Sunday, Jan. 3 at 5 p.m. at the
Egyptian Theatre. Barris (1925-2015)
designed many vehicles for 1960s TV
series such as the Batmobile and
vehicle used in “The Munsters.” The
big-screen “Batman” movie was a
feature-length film based on the TV
series by the same name. “Munster,
Go Home!” is a feature film based on
the “The Munsters” series. Tickets
are $11. 6712 Hollywood Blvd.
www.americancinematheque.com.

website
www.beverlypress.com

Elvis Tribute
Concert

F

ans of “The King” are invited to
an Elvis Presley tribute concert on
Monday, Jan. 4 at Echoplex.
Performers include The Abigails, Joel
Jerome, Paul Bergmann, Rob and
Lauren, Blank Tapes, Summer Twins,
Isaac Rother and the Phantoms,
Rachel Goodrich, Bloody Death
Skull, Cutty Flam and Bonbon. The
concert coincides with what would
have been Presley’s 81st birthday
observance on Jan. 8. Doors open at
8:30 p.m.; concert starts at 9 p.m.
Tickets are $10. 1154 Glendale Blvd.
www.facebook.com/events/19558441
7450499.

C

5 ‘His Girl Friday’

lassic film lovers are invited to a
screening of “His Girl Friday” on
Tuesday, Jan. 5 at 1 p.m. at the Los
Angeles County Museum of Art. The
film by Charles Lederer is based on
the play “The Front Page” by Ben
Hecht and Charles MacArthur. It stars
Cary Grant and Rosalind Russell in a
story about a newspaper editor who
uses every trick in the book to keep
his ace reporter ex-wife from remarrying. General admission is $4. Bing
Theater, 5905 Wilshire Blvd.
(323)857-6000, www.lacma.org.

A

6 ‘Arcadia’

Noise Within, a classical repertory theatre in Pasadena, presents a free staged reading of Tom
Stoppard’s “Arcadia” on Wednesday,
Jan. 6 at 7 p.m. The reading follows a
lecture by the California Institute of
Technology’s Dr. Julia Greer about
the play. Greer will also join the
artists for a discussion with the audience after the play, which focuses on
the relationship between past and present, order and disorder, certainty and
uncertainty. 3352 E. Foothill Blvd.,
Pasadena. (626)356-3100 ext. 1,
www.anoisewithin.org.

L

Art Exhibit

os
Angeles
Contemporary
Exhibitions is hosting “Notes
from the Front Line” running
Wednesday, Jan. 6 through Sunday,
Feb. 14. The multi-media exhibition
by artists Olga Lah and Jason Wallace
Triefenbach explores art production
during a post-global economic crisis.
A reception will be held on Jan. 6 at 7
p.m. 6522 Hollywood Blvd.
(323)957-1777, www.welcometolace.org.

E

Piano Concert

njoy a PianoSpheres performance
by Danny Holt and the Piano
Percussion Project on Wednesday,
Jan. 6 at 8:30 p.m. at the Roy and
Edna Disney CalArts Theatre.
Tickets are $25. 631 W. Second St.,
downtown. www.pianoshperes.org.

7 Beverly Hills
History Film

L

earn about local history during a
screening of the documentary
“The History of Beverly Hills: 100
Years, 100 Stories” on Thursday,
Jan. 7 at 7:30 p.m. in the Bram
Goldsmith Theater at the Wallis
Annenberg Center. The film offers
an inside look at life in Beverly
Hills from the Rancho Days to the
21st century. The event is free;
RSVP required. 9390 N. Santa
Monica Blvd. (213)792-2447, or email bh100rsvp@gmail.com.

A

‘Diablo’

rena Cinema Hollywood presents screenings of the new film
“Diablo” running Thursday, Jan. 7
through Thursday, Jan. 14. Produced
by Roeck and Shana Wilson, the film
follows the story of a young civil war
veteran who is forced to embark on a
desperate journey to save his kidnapped wife. Showtime on Jan. 7 is
7:30 p.m.; check schedule for additional showtimes. Admission is $12.
1625 N. Las Palmas Blvd. (323)3060676, www.arenascreen.com.

S

Comedy Show

econd City Hollywood previews
the comedy show “Swipe Right to
Vote Left” on Thursdays Jan 7, 14, 21
and 28 at 9 p.m. The show is an original sketch revue written and performed by Jeremiah Burton, Steve
Harwood, David Neale, Zoe
Moacanin, Abra Moore, Ali Pickard,
Ric Rosario and Diana Savone.
Admission is $12. 6560 Hollywood
Blvd., 2nd Floor. (323)464-8542,
www.secondcity.com.
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Corky Hale, Mike Stoller deliver ‘dream come true’
n Musician, songwriter

pay for new van for
Project Angel Food

By GreGory Cornfield

After learning about Project
Angel Food’s request for donations
to add a van to their delivery fleet in
the Park Labrea News and Beverly
Press, acclaimed jazz musician
Corky Hale and her husband,
famous songwriter Mike Stoller,
decided to fund the effort outright.
Headquartered in Hollywood
near Larchmont Village, Project
Angel Food’s mission is to feed and
nourish the sick. Volunteers and
staff cook and deliver free meals to
homes throughout Los Angeles
County to alleviate hunger and to
help return clients to health.
But delivering 496,306 meals a
year to 1,200 clients requires a lot
of driving. Seven people at Project
Angel Food make treks as far north
as Antelope Valley and as far east as
Pomona every day, and one of their
vans needs to be replaced after logging more than 120,000 miles.
The nonprofit agency is hoping
to add an eco-friendly van to its
fleet. The cost for the vehicle and
fuel is $40,000. Tom O’Leary,

Rep. Becerra
announces $12 M
for Head Start

Congressman Xavier Becerra
(CA-34), this week announced that
Volunteers of America – Los
Angeles (VOALA), and Dignity
Health - California Hospital Medical
Center received over $12 million in
federal grants from the U.S.
Department of Health and Human
Services for Head Start and Early
Head Start programs in Los
Angeles.
VOALA will receive $10.6 million, and Dignity Health – California
Hospital Medical Center will receive
$1.8 million in continuation grants.
“For 50 years now, Head Start has
opened the doors of opportunity for
our most vulnerable children and
their families – here in Los Angeles
and across the nation,” Becerra said.
“This latest round of federal funding
for Head Start and Early Head Start
programs will help us ensure that all
of our children have the support they
need to succeed in life. At a time
when Congress crafts budgets that
sidestep the American people’s priorities, I will continue to make sure
that these programs are there for
working families who need them
most.”

Coming in 2016

ALL NEW
website
www.beverlypress.com
Follow us on
Facebook & Twitter!

“It’s really
inspiring to know
that a story moves
someone so much
that they picked
up the phone and
said, ‘we’re going
to buy you a van.’
It’s remarkable.”

-Richard Ayoub
executive director
Project Angel Food

client services manager at Project
Angel Food said, “the need is
urgent.”
“Our clients can’t wait, and we
are determined not to let them
down,” he added.
After celebrating their 45th wedding anniversary two weeks ago,
Hale and Stoller wanted to find a
way to help people who are less fortunate. Hale said with so much
unhappiness and violence in the
media and entertainment, she and

her husband help those in need in
hopes of reversing the trend.
“If we can help [Project Angel
Food] get food to those people, then
that’s what we wanted to do,” she
said.
Richard Ayoub, executive director of Project Angel Food, said he
was very surprised when Hale
called him.
“It’s like a dream come true,” he
said. “It’s really inspiring to know
that a story moves someone so
much that they picked up the phone
and said, ‘we’re going to buy you a
van.’ It’s remarkable. You put these
things out in the universe and hope
something happens, and when it
does it restores faith.”
Hale said Project Angel Food is
important and drew her attention
because of the designed care they
provide to meet each client’s needs
based on the type of illness they
have. Ayoub said the agency provides 21 different medically tailored meals. For example, people
suffering kidney failure receive
meals that have no potassium.
Hale and Stoller sent the check
for the van Tuesday, and Ayoub
said they will put the couple’s name

photo courtesy of Project Angel Food

Project Angel Food was in need of a new van to deliver meals to the sick.
Then Corky Hale and Mike Stoller stepped in.

on the truck.
Ayoub commended Hale because
they often help agencies in similar
situations, but not always publically.
In two weeks, jazz fans can hear
Corky Hale deejay from noon-2
p.m. on 88.1 FM.
Fans can also look forward to
reading about Hale in a book about
her life – from her lunch with James
Dean to playing with Tony Bennett

to meeting Harpo Marx when he
said to her, “young lady, I’m going
to make you a star.” Hale’s husband
Stoller was a composer with Leiber
and Stoller and is responsible for
famous songs such as “Hound
Dog” and “Jailhouse Rock.”
Details on the book’s release are
expected to be available in the next
couple weeks.
For information on Project Angel
Food, visit angelfood.org.
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Fleeing driver causes double-fatality collision Suspect in Hollywood Hills
Hollywood Boulevard
murder killed during standoff
n

closed for hours
after crash

n Investigators located

alleged assailant
in Rosemead

By edwin folven

A traffic collision in Hollywood
early Monday morning left two people dead, including a maintenance
worker for the Los Angeles County
Metropolitan
Transportation
Authority (Metro).
The collision occurred at approximately 2 a.m. after officers from the
LAPD’s Hollywood Division pulled
over the driver of a late-model
Chevrolet Camaro for making an
illegal left turn near Sunset
Boulevard and Argyle Avenue. A
female passenger got out of the
Camaro, and police were talking to
her when the driver abruptly sped
away, LAPD spokesman Aareon
Jefferson said.
“We don’t know why he fled the
scene,” Jefferson added. “The officers began searching for the vehicle
and determined it had collided with
another vehicle at Hollywood
[Boulevard] and Gower [Street].”
The Camaro collided with a
Metro maintenance van, causing the
Metro employee to drive onto a
sidewalk on the northwest corner
where the van erupted in flames.
Firefighters arrived and extinguished the fire within minutes,
LAFD spokesman Erik Scott said.
The Metro employee, who was
later identified as Willie Toy, was
pronounced dead at the scene. Metro
spokeswoman Anna Chen said Toy
was a 15-year employee of Metro
and worked as a custodian lead. He
was driving to a Metro Red Line

By edwin folven

photo by Edwin Folven

The driver of a Camaro who fled after being pulled over by police in
Hollywood crashed into a Metro maintenance van at Hollywood Boulevard
and Gower Street. Both drivers were killed in the collision.

subway station on Hollywood
Boulevard when the collision
occurred.
“During this time of great loss,
my deepest condolences are with his
family and friends,” Metro CEO
Phillip A. Washington said in a statement. “I ask that you join me in
keeping Mr. Toy’s loved ones in
your thoughts and prayers as they go
through this difficult time.”
The driver of the Camaro was
transported to a hospital in critical
condition and later pronounced
dead, Scott added. Los Angeles
County
Coroner’s
Office
spokesman Ed Winter identified him
as Oscar Chavez, 29. Winter did not
know where Chavez resided and

added that an autopsy is pending.
The intersection of Hollywood
Boulevard and Gower Street
remained closed Monday morning
while an investigation was conducted by detectives from the LAPD’s
Multi-Disciplinary
Collision
Investigation Team. Jefferson said
the specialized LAPD unit investigates all collisions involving government-owned vehicles and
employees.
Detectives are also interviewing
the female passenger of the Camaro
and witnesses and reviewing surveillance camera footage to determine what led to the collision. The
investigation will likely take several
weeks to complete, Jefferson added.

with a photograph of Jack Perry
and his 2-year-old daughter Lucia.
The witness claimed that Perry and
his daughter were in Palm Springs.
Investigators from the Van Nuys
Division are leading the investigation because the child and her
mother live in Sherman Oaks.
Based on the information, Lt.
David Legaspi relayed the information to the Palm Springs Police
Department. Officers went to an
apartment allegedly rented by
Perry last Sunday using a fictitious

name and arrested the suspect.
Officers also located his daughter
Lucia unharmed.
LAPD detectives drove to Palm
Springs Monday night with Lucia’s
mother Elise Perry, who was
reunited with her daughter. Jack
Perry was transported to Los
Angeles and booked in the Valley
Jail Section on suspicion of child
abduction. He was charged
Wednesday with one felony count
each of kidnapping and child stealing.

Two African American male suspects wanted for a series of street
robberies in West Hollywood and
the surrounding community in
November and December were
arrested approximately one week
ago during a traffic stop in

Inglewood. According to Sgt.
Shawn Cohen, with the West
Hollywood Sheriff’s Station, the
suspects pulled up in a vehicle to
victims walking alone and confronted them at gunpoint before
stealing cell phones and personal
property. Cohen said some of the
stolen property and a pellet gun

were recovered in the suspects’
vehicle, but had no further information about the suspects’ identities.
Anyone with information about
the incident is urged to contact
detectives
with
the
West
Hollywood Sheriff’s Station at
(310)855-8850.

The Los Angeles Police
Department is warning the public
about the dangers of drunk driving
on New Year’s Eve and New Year’s
Day and will conduct sobriety and
driver’s license checkpoints, as well
as DUI saturation patrols, through
Sunday, Jan. 3.
The enforcement operation is part
of the national “Drive Sober or Get
Pulled Over” enforcement campaign. A DUI/driver license checkpoint will be held on Jan. 2 from 8

p.m. to 2 a.m. at Sunset Boulevard
and
Fountain
Avenue
in
Hollywood. A DUI saturation patrol
will also monitor the area patrolled
by the LAPD’s Northeast Division,
which includes portions of
Hollywood, on Sunday, Jan. 3 from
5 p.m. to 1 a.m.
In 2013, the latest year for which
statistics are available, 10,076 people were killed nationwide in crashes involving a drunk driver. In
December 2013, 733 people were

killed nationwide in crashes involving drivers or motorcycle operators
whose blood alcohol concentration
was .08 or higher. Ninety-eight
deaths and 1,852 injuries related to
drunk driving occurred in
California in December 2013.
“Drunk driving is a choice you
make, and when you make that
choice, people can get hurt or die,”
said Lt. Dave Ferry, of the LAPD’s
Traffic Coordination Section,
Emergency Operations Division.

Police locate missing child, arrest father for kidnapping
By edwin folven

A father who is accused of
abducting his 2-year-old daughter
during a supervised visit at The
Grove on Christmas Eve was taken
into custody in Palm Springs
Monday night. The girl was not
harmed.
At approximately 9:30 p.m., officers from the Los Angeles Police
Department’s Van Nuys Division
received a call from a witness who
said she saw a community alert

A suspect in a murder that
occurred on Sunday in the
Hollywood Hills was shot and
killed by police Tuesday after a
standoff with authorities in the
city of Rosemead.
Lt. John Radtke, with the Los
Angeles Police Department’s
West Bureau Homicide Unit,
identified the suspect as Tien
Hua, 33. Radtke said Hua and
the victim, Henry Estrada, 27,
knew each other but declined to
provide further details about
their relationship. He said the
motive appears to be a dispute.
The murder occurred at
approximately 8:40 p.m. on Dec.
27 in the 2000 block of
Sycamore Avenue, west of
Highland Avenue between
Franklin Avenue and Camrose
Drive. Radtke said the victim
and suspects were visiting a
location in the neighborhood
when the dispute occurred.
“The victim ran away from the

suspect and he chased him a
ways until the shooting
occurred,” Radtke said.
Detectives obtained information from the victim’s associates
about Hua being the suspect
who shot Estrada. Police placed
him under surveillance until an
arrest warrant was issued and
went to Hua’s residence at
approximately 2:45 p.m. to serve
the warrant.
“He barricaded himself inside
and the S.W.A.T. Team responded and they made numerous
efforts to get him to come outside,” Radtke said. “Tear gas was
deployed, and the incident eventually ended with an officerinvolved shooting.”
The lieutenant said police
recovered a vehicle that Hua
allegedly used to flee the scene
of the homicide. He added that
finding the suspect was a priority
for police.
“Any case with leads is a priority, and we work them all
hard,” Radtke said.
Anyone with information
about the incident is urged to
contact detectives with the
LAPD’s West Bureau Homicide
Unit at (213)382-9470.

Detectives search for suspects in
shooting of deliveryman in WeHo
A restaurant deliveryman was
hospitalized after being shot multiple times shortly before 1 a.m.
Tuesday in West Hollywood.
The unidentified victim was
delivering food to a residence in the
1000 block of Kings Road when he
was approached by two male suspects.
Sgt. Shawn Cohen, with the West
Hollywood Sheriff’s Station, said
the suspects confronted the victim
and one immediately started shooting.
The victim was struck in the
lower torso. He was taken to
Cedars-Sinai Medical Center for

treatment. Cohen said the wounds
are not life threatening.
The suspects stole a credit card
reader from the victim before fleeing in a vehicle, which Cohen
described as possibly a late-model,
silver four-door sedan. He said the
suspects were wearing hooded
sweatshirts and baseball caps.
Cohen said the incident is not
believed to be related to any other
recent crimes, and he declined to
provide the name of the restaurant
that employed the victim.
Anyone with information about
the incidents is urged to contact
detectives
with
the
West
Hollywood Sheriff’s Station at
(310)855-8850.

Los Angeles County Board of
Supervisors recently approved a
motion authored by Supervisors
Sheila Kuehl and Hilda Solis condemning the tragic gun violence in
San Bernardino and expressing condolences to the families and friends
of victims.
The motion also recognized that
the terrorists who committed the
acts, who were motivated by violent
religious and political extremism,
and that the county rejects fearbased stereotyping and scapegoating
and an atmosphere of Islamophobia,
xenophobia, discrimination, hate
and bigotry that sometimes results.
“This is a time that requires all
Americans to try to be our best and
bravest and wisest selves,” Kuehl
said. “ Although the tragic shooting
in San Bernardino frightened many
people, we cannot respond with
hatred and violence. Rather, county
government must ensure that threats
or acts of hate violence are responded to swiftly and appropriately.”

The motion also honors a request
by the Los Angeles County District
Attorney’s Office, Sheriff Jim
McDonnell and the Countywide
Criminal Justice Coordination
Committee to increase outreach to
the Muslim, Sikh, South Asian and
other communities that are sometimes targeted for hate crimes. The
county has resolved to offer assistance to deter and swiftly responding to threats and acts of hate violence.
“This motion is about preventing
more tragedy,” Solis said. “Our history is peppered with instances
where we have irresponsibly scapegoated minority groups as a
response to tragedy. Anger and fear
are understandable reactions to what
happened in San Bernardino, but we
cannot permit these feelings to grow
into hate or bigotry against individuals who had nothing to do with this
senseless violence. As public leaders, our responsibility is to counsel
reason, good judgment and peace.”

By edwin folven

Supervisors condemn extremist
Alleged WeHo robbery suspects arrested during traffic stop violence; vow to increase outreach
By edwin folven

Police warn about New Year’s holiday drunk driving

Happy 2016!
Start the New Year with new floor!
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Prices so low they’ll
tickle your toes!

“L.A.’s Largest Selection of Floor Covering”

4849 Santa Monica Blvd. • (323)469-0063 • www.linocity.com
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New laws hit the road for Californians in 2016
By Patricia Sanchez

The start of a new year brings a
new beginning, and come Jan. 1,
there will be several new laws
affecting Los Angeles drivers.
Signed in October, AB 1461 is a
new automatic voter registration
program through the Department of
Motor Vehicles (DMV). Under
existing law, a person cannot be
registered to vote unless he or she
gives a written statement or registers in person.
Under AB 1461, also known as
the California New Motor Voter
Program, the DMV will be required
to electronically provide to the
Secretary of State the records of
each person who is issued an original or renewed driver’s license, or
state identification card, or who
provides a change of address.
Through the program, a person’s
motor vehicle records would constitute written consent, and anyone
who meets voting requirements
will be automatically registered to
vote.
A person can still choose to be
exempted from the automatic registration process if he or she specifically declines to be registered to vote
during a transaction with the DMV,
and individuals can still change their
party affiliation at any time.
With 6.6 million Californians
who are eligible but not yet registered to vote, the law is an effort to
increase voter participation.
Sandra Mendoza, public affairs

coordinator for the Los Angeles
City Clerk’s Office, said she
believes the Motor Voter Program
will increase voting turnout for the
upcoming year.
“The city clerk’s office is very
big on voter engagement and reaching out to people who are eligible to
vote but haven’t registered yet,”
Mendoza said. “This program is a
major step forward for the voting
process and will be instrumental in
getting more people in the voting
boxes in [2016].”
Mendoza further noted that while

“There have been
so many people
affected by
hit-and-run
accidents, and
that needs to
change.”

-Assemblyman Mike Gatto
43rd District

the city will continue to do its own
community outreach to increase
voter participation, the new Motor
Voter Program will be a great tool
in getting residents registered.
AB 1465 requires an applicant
for an original driver’s license or
identification card to provide proof
of California residency starting July
1, bringing the DMV into compli-

L.A. announces ‘Lyft off’ at LAX

ance with a federal law requirement. The DMV will adopt regulations to verify that an applicant is a
California resident.
Also changing in 2016 are
saftey alerts. Initiated by
Assemblyman Mike Gatto, who
represents the 43rd District, AB 8
allows local law enforcement
broadcast a yellow alert emergency signal in the aftermath of a
hit-and-run incident if it results in
serious injury or death and the law
enforcement agency has information concerning the suspect or suspect’s vehicle. The alert will
broadcast information on vehicles
suspected in a hit-and-run.
Gatto said he initiated the bill
after he and his staff researched the
number of hit-and-run incidents in
California.
“It was just really bad. I went
through communities throughout
the state and a lot of people had the
same stories,” Gatto said. “There
have been so many people affected
by hit-and-run accidents, and that
needs to change.”
The law goes into effect after two
years of research by Gatto and his
staff and outreach to the state by
victims and families affected by
hit-and-runs.
One major supporter of the law is
Los Angeles resident Damian
Kevitt, who two years ago was hit
by a car and dragged for nearly half
a mile when the driver failed to
stop. Kevitt was one of over 3,100
reported hit-and-run victims in

Improving mobility for L.A. residents and visitors, Mayor Eric
Garcetti announced last week that
pick-ups at LAX by Transportation
network companies (TNCs) are
now approved.
Lyft, the ride-sharing program,
started pick-ups at LAX on Dec.
23, making it the first TNC to be
licensed for this service at the airport, and expanding transportation
options for travelers.
“We have Lyft-off at LAX, giving our passengers what they have
been asking for –another safe and
convenient way to get to and from
the airport,” Garcetti said. “As we
continue rebuilding nearly every
terminal at the airport, and work to
bring rail to LAX, our passengers
deserve access to all available
options to ensure they have an
excellent experience.”
Garcetti has made improving
amenities at LAX a priority. Now
allowed to pick up passengers on
the upper departure level of LAX,
TNCs that successfully complete
the application process will pay the
airport $4 per trip, while following

rules to reduce congestion in the
central terminal area.
Los Angeles World Airports
(LAWA) staff held several public
comment periods and considered
input from dozens of stakeholders,
including passengers, taxicab companies, limo companies, disability
advocates and environmental
advocates.
The Los Angeles City Council
approved the license agreement
earlier this year, paving the way for
TNC pick-ups at LAX.
TNC’s that successfully apply
for and obtain a license from
LAWA will now be permitted to
both pick up and drop off at LAX,
giving passengers the power to
choose their preferred transportation option.
“I am stoked that we are leading
the way in passenger convenience
by allowing Lyft to operate at
LAX,” said Councilman Mike
Bonin, who represents LAX and
nearby neighborhoods. “The agreement negotiated by the Board of
Airport Commissioners protects
nearby neighborhoods with tech-

nology that prevents drivers from
parking on their streets while they
wait for calls.”
Other TNCs are currently in various stages of LAWA’s application
process to obtain a license agreement. Prior to issuing a license
agreement to a TNC, LAWA
reviews each application to ensure
the TNC and its drivers are able to
comply with the rules and regulations necessary to ensure safe and
reliable service for passengers at
LAX.

The Los Angeles Planning
Department announced that open
houses and public hearings for proposed updates to the city’s Small Lot
Ordinance will be held in January.
The proposed ordinance could
amend the Los Angeles Municipal
Code to require greater front and
rear yard setbacks. It also could create a division of land process for
“adaptive reuse” small lot projects
and establish design standards for
small lot subdivision projects.
There will be two meetings for
public input, one of which will be
in the 13th District.
On Jan. 20, the planning department will hold an open house from
5:30-7 p.m. at Felicia Mahood

Multipurpose Center, located at
11338 Santa Monica Blvd.
On Jan. 26, an open house will be
held from 5:30-7 p.m. at Grace E.
Simons Lodge, located at 1025
Elysian Park Drive. Public hearings
will begin at 7 p.m. or shortly after
each open house.
All are invited to attend either of
the public hearings to listen, speak or
submit written information relating
to the proposed project and the environmental document.
In July, Councilman Mitch
O’Farrell, 13th District, introduced a
motion instructing the department to
report back on updating the Small
Lot Ordinance.
“I want to give the ordinance

some teeth and make the guidelines
enforceable, as well as encourage
adaptive reuse, require onsite trash
collection and provide guest parking,” O’Farrell said. “After six
months of my staff working with
the department, the revisions are
ready for review.”
After the hearings, city staff will
finalize a report and a recommendation that will be considered by
the City Planning Commission at a
later date.
The last day to submit comments
will be Feb. 26.
For more information, contact
Jane Choi, city planner at
jane.choi@lacity.org, or call
(213)978-1379.

The ride-sharing company Lyft can
now pick up passengers at LAX

L.A. seeks input on proposed amendment to small lot ordinance
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Ten new laws for California drivers go into effect tomorrow, including the
Motor Voter Act and safety alerts.

2013, according to statistics from
the California Office of Traffic
Safety.
“The epidemic of hit and runs
turns the streets into a bloody battlefield,” Kevitt said. “This is a
sensible law that will address a
big problem.”
Kevitt said AB 8 is a simple and
cost-effective law for the state
because the system would only be
broadcasted on a local level.
“It’s an inexpensive tool to help
prevent hit-and-runs from happening and hopefully create more
awareness about the problem.”
Gatto said he hopes law
enforcement utilizes the yellow
alert law because he believes the
law will make a major impact on
hit-and-run incidents.
“I hope law enforcement knows
that this law exists now, and they
utilize it to help save lives and bring
people to justice,” Gatto said. “I

hope it gets people to think twice
about their actions, and if they
don’t, their information will be
broadcasted for everyone to see.”
In addition, California will
impose stricter laws on headset
and earplug use while operating a
motor vehicle to help increase
road safety. SB 491 prohibits a
person operating a motor vehicle
or bicycle from wearing earphones covering, resting on or
inserted in both ears.
The law would not apply to
individuals operating authorized
emergency vehicles, construction
equipment and refuse of waste
equipment while wearing a headset or safety earplugs.
In total, 10 laws affecting
California drivers will go into effect
in 2016. For a complete list of these
laws, visit www.dmv.ca.gov/portal/dmv/detail/pubs/newsrel/newsrel15/2015_65.
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WeHo resident eager to reunite with man’s best friend
n Witness claims woman picked up Chihuahua

By Patricia Sanchez

Many people consider pets to be
part of the family and would do just
about anything for them. For West
Hollywood
resident
Jason
Christopher that includes offering a
$10,000 reward for the safe return of
his beloved service dog, Bronson.
Bronson, a three-year-old longhaired Chihuahua, was taken on
Dec. 5 after he wandered out of the
Brick Gym located at 7781 Santa
Monica Blvd.
He is a service dog that also
appeared in a Scrubbing Bubbles
commercial last year.
An eyewitness, who wishes to
remain anonymous, said she saw
Bronson while driving down Santa
Monica Boulevard and parked to
pick him up.
“I saw this little dog in the streets
and thought to myself, ‘he’s going to
get hit,’” she said. “I walked back
toward my car and started asking if
he belonged to anyone. I was going
to take him to a shelter to see if he
was microchipped, but a woman in a
car in front of me said it was her
dog.”
According to the witness, the
woman appeared to be Latina, in her
late 40s and was driving a silver,
four-door BMW.
“She didn’t speak a lot of English,
and I had a hard time understanding
her, but she said the dog was hers,”
the witness said. “I told her not to
leave her dog out on Santa Monica
[Boulevard] because it’s a busy
street. She just took the dog and left.”
Shortly after the incident, the witness came across a lost dog flyer
with Bronson’s picture and called
Christopher to let him know what
had happened. Bronson has not been

Candidate registration
opens soon for
Hollywood Hills West
Neighborhood board

Anastasia Mann, president of
the Hollywood Hills West
Neighborhood
Council,
announced residents can begin
preparing to run as candidates for
the 2016 board next month.
Candidates can file for the election starting on Jan. 17. Filing
closes March 2, and the election
will be held on May 1.
To
register,
visit
empowerla.org/nccr. For more
information,
email
elections@empowerla.org or call
(818)293-VOTE.

WeHo invites public
feedback for
development proposal

The West Hollywood Community
Development Department announced
an open house presentation for a redevelopment proposal will be held in
January for public outreach and feedback.
The redevelopment is proposed at
7965-7985 Santa Monica Blvd.
Faring Capital will conduct the presentation on Jan. 13, from 6-8 p.m. at
the city hall conference room, located
at 8300 Santa Monica Blvd.
The project team will discuss the
proposed plans and invite conversation and feedback.
For more information, contact
Darren Embry at (424)332-1111, or
email at darren@faringcapital.com.

seen since.
Christopher said he reported the
incident to the West Hollywood
Sheriff’s Station but has not heard
response from them.
But Sgt. Richard Bowman, of the
West Hollywood Sherriff’s Station,
said cases such as missing pets are
dealt with on a case-by-case basis.
“Sometimes we can deal with it,
but in other [cases] where there’s not
enough information, we treat it as a
suspicious circumstances report, and
we can refer them to other departments such as animal control,”
Bowman said.
Christopher has had Bronson by
his side for over two years and said
he brought Bronson into his family
after the death of his mom.
“My mom’s death was really hard
on me,” Christopher said. “I am an
only child, and my mom was all I
had. [Bronson] was something that
saved me mentally after her death.”
Throughout
the
month,
Christopher has receive support from
the community including friends and
strangers alike.
“Our Facebook page for Bronson

wasn’t even made by me,”
Christopher noted. “The outreach
has been tremendous. For a really
terrible situation, a lot of beauty has
come out of it.”
Christopher further explained he
doesn’t want to “punish” or single
out the person who took Bronson.
He just wants to have his dog
returned safely.
“I’m not trying to embarrass her,
and I don’t want her to feel scared to
come forward,” Christopher said. “I
just want my puppy back. The
reward money is nothing to me. I can
make more money. I can’t replace
[Bronson].”
Bronson has a microchip in his
right shoulder that can be scanned at
any animal shelter or veterinary’s
office. Information on Bronson’s
whereabouts can be relayed to
Christopher through social media via
@jasonhristopher, or by calling
(310) 367-7778.
“We have a gofundme account
with the money going toward the
reward money, but if we find
Bronson without the money, we
will donate the proceeds to a local
animal charity,” Christopher said.
After being featured on

photo courtesy Jason Christoper

Three-year-old Bronson has been missing since Dec. 5.

Telemundo and KTLA news,
Christopher hopes to continue
spreading the word about Bronson.
“We’re going to get him back.
It’s just a matter of time,”

Christopher said. “There’s nothing
I won’t do to get my dog back, and
we’re trying to get enough noise to
make sure he’s returned home safely.”
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West Hollywood to showcase unique grooves
n Concerts start in

To help residents get in tune with
the season, West Hollywood is
orchestrating and conducting a
series of free concerts featuring
local musicians through March.
The 2016 Winter Sounds series
kicks off next week to fill the air with
jazz, world, folk and other music.
At the first concert on Jan. 9,
Ireesh Lal will blend music genres
while artist Norton Wisdom paints
live art on stage. Lal and Wisdom
have been performing together for
over a decade after meeting on
stage at a concert. Wisdom will
paint a handful of works and erase
them on his easel throughout the
show, while Lal combines electronic music with jazz trumpet and traditional East-Indian classical
instruments, such as the oud, tabla
and sitar. Lal said he loves to look
over to see what’s being created
while he’s playing music.
“It’s abstract. Anybody who
watches will see the connection
between what the musicians are
playing,” Lal said. “You’ll see various different instruments show up in
the paintings. It’s a unique experience. It’s never the same thing
twice.”
Lal’s performance will begin at 4
p.m. in the city of West
Hollywood’s Council Chambers at
the West Hollywood Public
Library, located at 625 N. San

Vicente Blvd.
The concert series will continue
on Jan. 23 when Dawn Norfleet
will perform with a flute.
Norfleet also said her music does
not fall into one genre. She said
fans can expect a jazz set that will
be “heavily infused with soul, funk,
world and anything else.” She will
be accompanied by a group of veteran musicians who have worked
with artists like Mary J. Blige and a
drummer who played on Jay Leno’s
Tonight Show Band. Her songs
encourage people to keep searching
for love, and that it can be found in
ordinary places.
“In this crazy world, you really
don’t know what’s going to happen,” she said, adding that in a
world that seems to be surrounded
by violence, “an ordinary act
expressing love is something quite
revolutionary.”
Norfleet said she is excited to
perform live because of how
“ubiquitous” music has become
online and through smart devices.
“Live music is increasingly out
of reach,” she said. “I’m really
lucky to have this chance to share
my music.”
Norfleet is also on the teachingartist faculty of The Music Center.
Her performance will start at 4
p.m. in Fiesta Hall at Plummer
Park, located at 7377 Santa
Monica Blvd.
On Feb. 6, the team Garretson
and Gorodetsky will be joined by
Brainchildren of Xenog to combine folk tunes, pop, blues riffs
and jazz harmonies to create songs
that are “haunting, as well as

New laws authored by Sen. Bob
Hertzberg (D-Van Nuys) that will
help better protect California’s
water systems from earthquakes
and ensure state taxpayers get
prompt assistance and refunds
when they are overcharged will
take effect on Jan. 1.
Other legislation carried by
Hertzberg will help ensure lowincome Californians get legal assistance and require local governments to make public the types of
data they are collecting.
“Water is a precious resource in
California, and it’s imperative that
we make sure our waterways are
earthquake safe, and if not, take the
proper steps to protect them,”
Hertzberg said. “Senate Bill 664
aims to do that with important new
reporting requirements for water
officials.”
Aside from protecting water and
improving government disclosure,
Hertzberg has focused on providing Californians greater access to
justice by enacting a traffic
amnesty program, encouraging
lawyers to work in public-interest
law and making permanent a tax
advocacy program.
“Every Californian deserves
access to justice and fair treatment,
regardless of their income level or
background, and that’s what these
new laws will help deliver,”
Hertzberg said.
SB134 will help ensure low-

income Californians have greater
access to equal justice. This bill
allows the use of certain unclaimed
funds to help pay off loans for
attorneys practicing public-interest
law.
SB 239 pertains to contracts for
fire protection. It will ensure residents and public officials have an
opportunity to examine plans,
costs and other financial estimates
before local governments provide
new or extended fire-protection
services.
A new local government data
law will now create an inventory of
their key data-keeping systems,
make that catalog publicly available online and list the types of data
collected by those systems. Cybersecurity systems and infrastructurecontrol systems are exempted.
A taxpayer advocate makes permanent a soon-to-expire taxpayeradvocate program to help ensure
taxpayers who are overcharged by
the state Franchise Tax Board can
receive assistance and refunds.
A mental health and public safety measure clarifies that counties
can apply for Mentally Ill Offender
Crime Reduction Grant funds to
pay for diversion programs that
reduce recidivism of non-violent
mentally ill offenders.
An “Accountability Act” will
increase accountability and transparency in the Public Utilities
Commission.

January featuring
local artists

By GreGory Cornfield

New laws protecting waterways,
assisting the public set to take effect
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humorous,” as described in a
release from the city of West
Hollywood, with which Weba
Garretson agreed.
Garretson, who plays piano and
guitar, said she and Ralph
Gotodetsky have been writing
music together for more than 20
years. At their West Hollywood
performance, the music will focus
on what happens in Garretson’s
backyard and the wildlife in Echo
Park for short, episodic songs in a
connected cycle.
“People will enjoy it if they like
anything about animals, bugs or
insects,” she said. “It’s good for all
ages.”
The performance will begin at 4
p.m. on Feb. 6 in the city of West
Hollywood’s Council Chambers.
On Saturday, Feb. 20 at 4 p.m. in
Fiesta Hall at Plummer Park, Jack’s
Cats will entertain audiences with a
sound that is grounded in ’30s and
’40s vintage jazz and swing. Swing
clarinetist and composer Jack
Malmstrom leads the band, which is
comprised of up-and-coming musicians drawn from the jazz scene in
Los Angeles. Dancing will be
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Above, Ireesh Lal sounds his trumpet. Lal will perform in a concert for
the 2016 Winter Sounds on Jan. 9.

encouraged
at
this
show.
On Saturday, March 5 at 4 p.m. in the
city of West Hollywood’s Council
Chambers, the Honey Whiskey Trio
will explore harmony in folk, bluegrass and any melody that catches
the ear. Held during Women’s
History Month, the all-female trio of
storytellers in song will perform a

capella with body percussion,
accompanied by mandolin, guitar,
banjo, washboard, dulcimer and
trumpet.
To hear music samples of the performers and to RSVP, visit
weho.org/residents/arts-and-culture/2016-winter-sounds
or
www.weho.org/arts.

Hillside federation leader New HIV/AIDS medication could hit shelves by 2017
recognized for preservation
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After 12 years of development,
the drug PRO 140 is entering the
last stages of its Food and Drug
Administration (FDA) trials, and if
approved, could reach the market
as early as 2017.
PRO 140 is a treatment designed
to protect healthy cells from HIV.
According to Nader Pourhassan,
chief executive for Vancouver
based company CytoDyn, the company which owns PRO 140, the
new drug is highly effective and
negates some of the side effects of
existing HIV medications.
PRO 140 is the only non-synthetic HIV medicine and would
eliminate combination therapy for
many patients.
Pourhassan explained that PRO
140 is an antibody that acts to prevent viruses from latching onto
cells. It binds to CCR5, a protein in
the immune system that acts as a
gateway for HIV to enter healthy Tcells. Pro-140 works by interfering
with that process.
“It binds to the exact location the
virus wants to bind to,” Pourhassan
said. “Because it binds to the right
part, it blocks the HIV virus.”
PRO 140 has gone through several evaluations with the FDA, and
Pourhassan said it has seen positive
results. Earlier this year, the drug
underwent a Phase 2b clinical trial
with the FDA where 40 patients
were given a weekly injection of
PRO 140 in a monotherapy trial.
The 25-week trial he said, saw a
vast improvement in patient health
with a 98 percent success rate.

Pourhassan also noted that,
because the drug is a weekly injection and not a daily dose of various
pills, nearly all of the patients
reported a better quality of life.
“Some of the patients in this trial
were taking up to seven pills a
day,” Pourhassan said. “As soon as
we opened up enrollment for this
trial, it filled up almost immediately. All of the patients were eager to
see if they would be able to switch
from multiple pills to [PRO 140]
… many patients complain they
take too many pills and that is a
reminder to them every day that
they have HIV,” Pourhassan said.
“We believe [PRO 140] could
change their lives.”
Michael Weinstein, president of
the AIDS Healthcare Foundation,
said with the transition from pills to
injections,
treatment
would
become an easier and more accessible reality for HIV patients.
“Overall, if we are moving away
from daily dosages, that would be a
huge advancement,” Weinstein
said. “An injection would be a very
important advance, and it would
make it easier to treat HIV.”
Weinstein further noted that,
while it’s ultimately the patient’s
decision on whether or not they
choose PRO 140, should it be
approved, he believes the option
for injection as opposed to oral
administration would make a positive impact in the AIDS community.
“The fact that only 40 percent of
people with HIV are in treatment is
a problem,” Weinstein said. “There
are people who chronically don’t

adhere to their medication schedules and people who are hesitant to
start treatment because of how rigorous it is.”
The National Institute of Health
(NIH) granted the drug $28 million, and in a recent press release,
CytoDyn announced the FDA has
approved the drug for a Phase 3
study. The Phase 3 study, which
was initiated in October, allows the
company to enroll patients with
resistance to a single antiretroviral
drug, which will expand the number of patients available for the
study.
“The FDA gave us approval to
move to the next phase of our studies, which means we will enroll
roughly 300 patients for a 25 week
trial,” Pourhassan said. “After we
get the results from that we work
on getting it approved to be on the
market.”

Gov. Jerry Brown has reappointed Michael Agyin, 37, of Los
Angeles, to the California State
Independent Living Council, where
he has served since 2010.
Agyin is a behavior therapist at
the Inclusive Education and

Community Partnership. He was
also a job coach at the Marriott
Foundation from 2009 to 2010 and
an assistant and disability programs
coordinator in the Los Angeles
Mayor’s Office, Neighborhood and
Community Services Department

from 2008 to 2009.
Agyin is a member of the
National Council on Independent
Living and the National Association
of the Deaf. The position does not
require Senate confirmation and
there is no compensation.

By patricia sanchez
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Los Angeles City Councilman Paul Koretz, 5th District, recently
honored Marian Dodge, president of the Federation of Hillside and
Canyon Associations. The federation focuses on protecting the life of
residents residing in the Santa Monica Mountains and other hillside
areas of Los Angeles. Koretz thanked Dodge for her efforts in preserving the natural topography and wildlife of the local mountains.

Congress honors request by Schiff
to extend program for refugees

Congress has included a oneyear extension of a program to
assist Iranian religious minorities
fleeing persecution in the FY 2016
omnibus spending bill as the result
of a bipartisan effort led by
Representatives Adam Schiff (DCalif) and Trent Franks (R-Az.).
The bill was signed into law by
President Obama last week.
Commonly referred to as the
“Lautenberg Amendment,” the
provision extends a program established by the state department and
the government of Austria to provide a safe pathway to asylum for
Iranian refugees at a time when the
Iranian regime perpetuates campaigns that vilify Christians, deny
the Holocaust and persecute Jews,
and incarcerates Baha’i leaders

who are put on trial for their
beliefs.
The provision predominantly
facilitates the resettlement of
Iranian Jews, Christians and
Baha’is, as well as other historically persecuted religious minorities
from the former Soviet Union,
Eastern Ukraine and Crimea. The
provision previously expired on
Sept. 30, and will now be extended
through September 2016.
“The Lautenberg Amendment
has served as a lifeline for over two
decades to tens of thousands of
Jewish, Christian, Baha’i and other
religious minorities fleeing Iran
and the FSU,” Schiff said.
“Without it, there would be no
recourse or refuge for many of
these individuals.”

Nearly a decade after its launch in
Boston, the first annual “Run to
Remember – Los Angeles” will be
held on Sunday, Jan. 24 at The
Grove.
Participants are sought for the
event, and registration is available at
www.RuntoRememberLA.org.
“The Grove is proud to host Run
to Remember and pay tribute to the
many first responders who died in
service to our communities,” said
Rick J. Caruso, founder and CEO of
Caruso Affiliated, owner of The
Grove. “We look forward to honoring them and their legacies by raising funds for a wide range of important causes.”
“Run to Remember” began in
Boston in 2005 as a way to recog-

nize the law enforcement officers
killed in the line of duty. The event
includes a half-marathon and fivemile race. More than 5,000 runners
are expected, including teams of law
enforcement officers from agencies
throughout the U.S. The run begins
at 7 a.m. on The Grove Drive, and
will follow a route through
Hollywood, including a detour into
the Paramount Studios backlot. The
event will conclude at 11 a.m. in Pan
Pacific Park.
“Run to Remember-Los Angeles”
will raise funding platform for
Operation Progress Los Angeles,
the CHP 11-99 Foundation and the
LAFD Foundation.
For
information,
visit
www.RuntoRememberLA.org.

Runners to raise funds for first
responders at ‘Run to Remember’

Immaculate Heart High School
to hold admissions exams

Immaculate Heart High School
is holding its middle school exam
for admission on Saturday, Jan. 9 at
8:30 a.m., and its high school exam
for admission and merit scholarships on Saturday, Jan. 16 at 8:30
a.m.

Founded in 1906, Immaculate
Heart High School serves female
students in the sixth through 12th
grades. The school is located at
5515 Franklin Ave. For information, call (323)461-3651, or visit
www.immaculateheart.org.

“Overall, if we are
moving away from
daily dosages, that
would be a huge
advancement. An
injection would be a
very important
advance, and it
would make it
easier to treat HIV.”

-Michael Weinstein, president
of the AIDS Healthcare
Foundation

Brown reappoints member to independent living council
10 Reasons Why I Don’t
Want An Estate Plan

1. I want large sums of my hard-earned money to go to
a law firm.
2. I want the government to decide who gets my life
savings.
3. What for? My house is only worth a half-million
dollars.
4. I really don’t care who raises our children.
5. I want a total stranger to go through all of my personal papers and financial affairs.
6. I like family fights – especially unnecessary ones.
7. I don’t care who inherits my hard earned money.
8. I’ve been messy in life; I’ll be messy in death.
9. They say you can’t take it with you, but what if you can?
10. Probate. Must be fun.

If you don’t do it for yourself, please do it for those you care about.

Kramer Law Group
Stephen W. Kramer

5858 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 205
Los Angeles, CA 90036 • (323)964-7100
www.kramerlaw.biz

Union
Privilege
Network

City to provide $1.65 million New proposed initiatives enter circulation
for arts programs

Park Labrea News/Beverly Press
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Los Angeles City Councilmember Mitch O’Farrell (third from
right), 13th District, recently joined staff from the Los Angeles
Department of Cultural Affairs (DCA) to celebrate the approval of
public art project funding for approximately $1.65 million. As the
chair of the Los Angeles City Council’s Arts, Parks and Los Angeles
River Committee, O’Farrell worked with DCA’s general manager
Danielle Brazell in 2015 to ensure the city is investing in public art
projects in neighborhoods through arts development fees, promise
zone grants, arts activation funds and other resources.

Gatto to lead
utilities and
commerce
committee

Assemblyman Mike Gatto (DGlendale) has been appointed chairman of the State Assembly’s Utilities
and Commerce Committee, overseeing legislation that regulates public
utilities, natural gas, energy, companies like Uber and Lyft, and general
commerce. Gatto replaces Assembly
Speaker designee Anthony Rendon
(D-Lakewood).
“I thank Speaker Atkins and my
colleagues for giving me the opportunity to serve as chairman of this key
committee,” Gatto said. “I’m looking
forward to continuing my predecessor’s excellent work and ensuring
that we craft sound policies in these
critical subject areas.”

“I’m looking
forward to ...
ensuring that we
craft sound
policies in these
critical
subject areas.

-Assemblyman Mike Gatto

Gatto also announced that the
committee will open an inquiry into
the Porter Ranch gas leak and will
hold a hearing in the Los Angeles
suburb, where residents have been
coping with noxious fumes for
months.
“The people have questions
regarding how this could happen and
whether there is a risk that it could
happen again,” Gatto added. “It is up
to those of us who represent the people to find some answers.”
The new appointment will be
Gatto’s third chairmanship. He previously served as chairman of the
Assembly
Committee
on
Appropriations, which sets legislative fiscal policy, and the Assembly
Committee on Consumer Protection
& Privacy.

Secretary of State Alex Padilla
has announced that multiple initiatives have been approved for circulation or are eligible for the
November 2016 ballot.
One initiative involves potential
changes to laws pertaining to the
death penalty. If approved, the initiative would change procedures that
govern state court appeals and petitions challenging death penalty convictions and sentences.
It would designate the superior
courts for initial petitions and limit
successive petitions. It would also
impose time limits on state court
death penalty review; require
appointed attorneys who take noncapital appeals to accept death
penalty appeals; exempt prison officials from existing regulation
process for developing execution
methods; authorize death row
inmate transfers between California
state prisons; and require state death
row inmates to work and pay victim
restitution. Other voter-approved
measures related to the death penalty would be null and void if the measure is approved. The state legisla-

tive analyst and director of finance
estimate the fiscal impact on state
and local government would be in
the “tens of millions of dollars annually” for several years because of
direct appeals and habeas corpus
proceedings.
Another initiative entering circulation re-defines that serious or violent felonies committed before passage of the three strikes law in 1994
do not count as strikes toward three
strikes sentencing. It drops definition of crimes that count as strikes
for purpose of three strikes law and
requires resentencing for certain
three strikes-inmates (and certain
two-strikes inmates) who committed pre-1994 serious and/or violent
felonies.
A water bond initiative to fund
water quality, supply, recycling and
storage projects would authorize
$6.02 billion in general obligation
bonds for water supply infrastructure projects. The projects include
watershed improvement and water
quality enhancement; capturing
urban runoff; water recycling and
desalination; flood management;

water conservation; water for
wildlife; groundwater sustainability
and storage; and safe drinking water.
The initiative would appropriate
money from the state’s general fund
to pay off bonds, and would require
that certain projects to provide
matching funds from non-state
sources in order to receive bond
funds if passed into law.
Another initiative that is eligible
for the November 2016 ballot relates
to prescription drug purchase pricing standards. It would prohibit state
agencies from paying more for a
prescription drug than the lowest
price paid for the same drug by the
United States Department of
Veterans Affairs. It would apply to
any program in which the state is the
ultimate purchaser for a drug, even
if the state does not purchase the
drug directly. An initiative can qualify via random sampling of petition
signatures if the sampling projects a
number of valid signatures greater
than 110 percent of the required
number. Petitions for the measures
must be submitted to county elections officials by June 27.

11 December 31, 2015

Park Labrea News/Beverly Press

West Hollywood recognized Deputies grant holiday wishes for pediatric patients
for innovative programs

The city of West Hollywood
has received numerous prestigious awards from organizations
in 2015. As the city celebrated 30
years of incorporation, the recognitions
validated
West
Hollywood’s continued commitment to best serve the community
with innovation, creativity and
dedication.
Officially incorporated as an
independent city on Nov. 29,
1984, West Hollywood has
earned a reputation for progressive policies, supporting tenants’
rights and providing community
services. The honors received in
2015 confirm that the city
remains committed to its founding principles and continues to
excel in its efforts to maintain the
interests of the community in its
planning and implementation of
policies.

Community
Development
Department received several
awards in 2015. The California
Chapter of the American
Planning Association (APA CA),
which encourages quality in planning and increases the public’s
awareness of the planning profession by recognizing outstanding
achievement in the planning field,
presented West Hollywood with
two awards at its annual conference in October. The department
received the APA CA 2015 Award
of Excellence for a Planning
Agency and the organization’s
2015
Opportunity
and
Empowerment
Award
of
Excellence for the Courtyard at
La Brea.
The Los Angeles Chapter of
the
American
Planning
Association presented West
Hollywood with the Award of
Excellence for Distinguished
Leadership, Planning Agency;
“I’m thrilled that Award of Merit for Planning Best
Practices for the West Hollywood
the hard work,
West Neighborhood Overlay and
dedication, and Design Guidelines; the Award of
creativity of our Excellence for Opportunity and
Empowerment for The Courtyard
city employees
at La Brea; and the Award of
has been
Excellence for Urban Design for
the Design District Streetscape
recognized on
Plan.
local and national Master
Although it was completed in
levels this year.” 2004, the West Hollywood
Gateway project was recognized
-West Hollywood Mayor again by the U.S. Department of
Lindsey P. Horvath Housing and Urban Development
which, in celebrating 40 years of
Community Development Block
“I’m thrilled that the hard Grant partnerships and successes,
work, dedication, and creativity presented a Recognition of
of our city employees has been Excellence award to the city for
recognized on local and national transforming a blighted and contlevels this year,” said West aminated five-acre site at the
Hollywood Mayor Lindsey P. city’s boundary into a pedestrianHorvath. “It is an honor to be of friendly destination with retail,
service to my community as dining and shopping.
mayor of West Hollywood, and I
Additionally, the design for the
want to congratulate everyone City’s
not-yet-constructed
whose efforts contributed to these Aquatic and Recreation Center at
awards.”
West Hollywood Park, which will
The awards reaffirm that West be a LEED-certified structure,
Hollywood excels in city plan- was recognized by the Long
ning, public transportation initia- Beach/South Bay Chapter of the
tives, innovative parking solu- American Institute of Architects
tions, its public outreach via web (AIA), which presented a Citation
design and public information Award to the project’s architect,
campaigns, and its commitment LPA, Inc.
to the arts.
For
information,
visit
The
West
Hollywood www.weho.org.

Submissions sought of books
spotlighting American history
The Grateful American Book
Prize will begin accepting submissions on Friday, Jan. 1 for its 2016
award.
The prize was created last year,
and nearly 150 entries as authors
and publishers competed for top
honors in a first-of-its-kind competition for historically accurate
books of fiction and non-fiction for
young readers about the events and
personalities that have shaped the
United States.
The 2015 winner was Kathy
Cannon Wiechman for “Like a
River: A Civil War Novel” published by Calkins Creek. Although
“Like a River” is her first published
novel, Wiechman is a prolific
writer who has written 11 novels,
dozens of short stories and hundreds of poems. She has a new
novel, “Empty Places,” scheduled
for publication in 2016.

The award was co-founded by
author and publisher David Bruce
Smith and Dr. Bruce Cole, former
Chairman of the National
Endowment for the Humanities.
Their goal is to encourage authors
and publishers to produce “good,
readable books about American
history.”
The winner will receive a cash
award of $13,000, for the original 13
colonies, as well as a medal created
by Smith’s mother, artist Clarice
Smith. The prize will be awarded to
the authors of books for children in
grades 7-9 about important moments
and people in American history.
Submissions can be fiction or nonfiction and may include illustrations.
Books published or scheduled to be
published from June 2015 through
June 2016 are eligible. For information, visit www.gratefulamericanbookprize.com.

Members of the Los Angeles
County Sheriff’s Department’s
Transit Bureau North Bureau
recently spread holiday joy to the
children in the pediatric wards at
the Kaiser Permanente Los
Angeles Medical Center in
Hollywood.
Transit Bureau North is one of
the LASD bureaus that provides
police services to the Los Angeles
Metropolitan
Transportation
Authority’s (Metro) buses, trains,
and properties. Many of the families who received gifts use Metro
buses and trains to get to and from
work, school and doctors’ appointments.
Sheriff’s Security Assistant/Fare
Inspector Maria Carlin led the
effort to secure toy donations for
the large number of children who
spend the holidays in the hospital.
The toys were delivered by Capt.
Jennifer Bateman, Red Line Sector
Lt. Michael Mendoza, and numerous Transit North Bureau deputies.
Security assistant/fare inspector
Jerry Rocha dressed as Santa
Claus. The children and their parents were filled with joy when the

photo courtesy of the LASD

Personnel from the Los Angeles County Sheriff’s Department’s Transit
Bureau North Bureau spread cheer at the Kaiser Permanente Los
Angeles Medical Center.

6-foot-7-inch Rocha entered their
rooms.
“It’s our business to keep Metro
patrons safe when they ride the
buses and trains,” Bateman said.
“However, it’s a very special feel-

ing when we can make even one
kid smile and hopefully forget
where they are and why they’re
there. I’m so proud of my staff and
how they’ve given so much of
themselves without hesitation.”

defined as anyone who lives,
works or owns property in a neighborhood, as well as people who
declare a stake in a neighborhood
as a community interest stakeholder, who are people who affirm a
substantial and ongoing participation within a neighborhood council’s boundaries and who may be in
a community organization, educational entity, nonprofit or religious
organization.

For
information,
visit
EmpowerLA.org.
The Office of the City Clerk
administers elections for the city of
Los Angeles, the Los Angeles
Unified School District and the Los
Angeles Community College
District. For information, call the
city’s clerk’s office’s election division at (213)978-0444, or visit the
city clerk's election website at
www./clerk.lacity.org/elections.

Neighborhood council candidate filing period opens

Los Angeles City Clerk Holly L.
Wolcott has announced the launch
of the 2016 Neighborhood Council
Elections and the launch of the
online candidate filing period.
The Office of the City Clerk staff
has developed an online system to
simplify the filing process for candidates. The neighborhood council
elections are a collaboration
between the city clerk and the
Department of Neighborhood
Empowerment.
The requirements for stakeholders to participate in neighborhood
councils varies. A stakeholder is

Governor appoints
new judge to
Superior Court
Governor Edmund G. Brown this
week announced the appointment
of Francis B. Bennett to a judgeship
in the Los Angeles County Superior
Court.
Bennett, a 50-year-old republican from Los Angeles, has served
as a deputy alternate public defender at the Los Angeles County
Alternate Public Defender’s Office
since 1995. He served as a deputy
public defender from 1994 to 1995,
and operated the Law Offices of
Francis B. Bennett from 1990 to
1994. Bennett fills the vacancy created by the retirement of Judge
Patricia M. Schnegg.

Judge Francis B. Bennett

Realtors association
installs new board

photo courtesy of BH/GLAAR

The Beverly Hills/Greater Los Angeles Association of REALTORS (BH/GLAAR) recently held the organization’s 113th
Installation Gala at the Hyatt Regency Century City. More than 400
people attended the event, at which Aaron Leider, of Keller Williams’
Brentwood office, was installed as the organization’s president.
“My commitment as [the] 113th president will be to bring
enhanced relevance to our members and our community, thereby
securing our sustainable future,” Leider said.
Also sworn in were 2016 president-elect Karen Misraje, of
Partners Trust Beverly Hills; 2016 treasurer Brian Brubaker, of The
Brubaker Group; 2016 past-president Diane Mann, of John Aaroe
Group; and new directors Robert Cipolloni, of The Cipolloni Group;
Marco Rufo, of Berkshire Hathaway Home Services; and Anne
Russell and Gregg Pawlik, of Coldwell Banker Pacific Palisades.
The 2015 annual award honorees include Richard Kissel, of Keller
Williams; Toni Xiong, of Rodeo Realty; Tiffanie Misner, of Chicago
Title; Ronna Brand, of Brand Realty Inc.; and Robin Greenberg, of
Berkshire Hathaway.
Donations were also collected at the gala for organization’s Habitat
for Humanity project. Leider serves on BH/GLAAR’s Professional
Standards Committee as a presiding officer for arbitration and Ethics
hearings. He has been a member of the organization’s board of directors since 2012.
The 9,000-member BH/GLAAR serves the cities of West
Hollywood, Beverly Hills, Los Angeles, Santa Monica and Culver
City.
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Maru

French & Japanese
inspired cuisine

I don’t think I’d ever tasted a
sword lettuce salad, which ismade
with an Asian variety of lettuce that
has distinct long, pointed leaves.
It’s very popular in Taiwan and
chefs in certain parts of southern
China cook stir-fry the leaves. Chef
Jason Park at Maru marries the
bright green leaves with a sunny
side up egg and dresses the salad
with an Asian green goddess glaze
that gives it a touch of sweetness.
This dish was one of ten that I
tasted while dining recently at
Maru in Santa Monica. I was excited to meet the talented Korean chef,
known for his creativity in using
quality ingredients from farmers
markets. He personally selects the
produce for his dishes.
Park’s mother lived in Japan and
her cooking style was a significant
influence on him. When he came to
the United States and enrolled at
UCLA, he entered the University’s
Extension Culinary Arts Program
to become a chef.
We started our dining experience
with sashimi and nigiri plates.
Park’s Omakase menu by by sushi

By Jill Weinlein
veteran Itsuroku Kimura features
fish flown in daily from Japan.
Sashimi is a Japanese delicacy consisting of fresh raw fish sliced into
thin pieces. It’s different from nigiri
sushi, because nigiri is made with
vinegary rice. While raw fish is one
of the traditional nigiri ingredients,
many sushi dishes contain seafood
that has been cooked.
A thin slice of halibut from Korea
was plated with octopus from Japan
and blue fin tuna. We enjoyed this
tasting menu with different wine
and cocktail pairings. The first was

photo by Jill Weinlein

A sizeable list of nigiri, sushi and rolls is offered at Maru, with talented
chef Jason Park at the helm.

Farmers Market
New Year’s hours

The Original Farmers Market,
corner of Third and Fairfax, will be
open on New Year’s Eve from 9
a.m. to 6 p.m. and on Jan. 1 with
regular hours from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m.
Some merchants will remain
open past 6 p.m. New Year’s Eve,
inlcuding Du-Par’s Restaurant,
which is open 24-hours; the Coffee
Bean and Tea Leaf, which will stay
open until 10:30 p.m.; and Cost
Plus World Market, which will
close at 7 p.m. Deano’s Gourmet
Pizza and Phil’s Deli will remain
open until 7 p.m.; Marmalade Cafe,
Pampas Grill and Starbucks will
remain open until 8 p.m.; Taschen,
Ulysses Voyage, Zara and Verizon
Wireless will close at 9 p.m.; and
the Veggie Grill and Planet Dailies
will remain open until 11 p.m. New
Year’s Eve hours for individual
merchants are subject to change.
The Original Farmers Market is
located at 6333 W. Third St. For
information, call (323)933-9211 or
visit www.farmersmarketla.com.

a flute of Louis Drescher Amor
Cuvee Brut Cava from Catalonia,
Spain.
The next plate had four nigiri
pieces including Kinme-dai, a red
snapper,
kanpachi,
baby
Amberjack, Spanish mackerel and
eel.
We moved on to the salad course.
Both the sword lettuce salad and
the prosciutto and walnut salad
with a sundried tomato vinaigrette
were crisp and pleasing. Park is a
bit of a perfectionist. He will only
serve the best ingredients, and each
dish must look perfect before leaving his kitchen.
We sipped a beautiful rose petal
purple aperitif made by Luke
Matthews, the right hand man to the
talented mixologist Matthew
Biancaniello. The cocktail was
made with cocchi americano rosa,
lime, ginger, cucumber, garnished
with lots of mint sprigs and a splash
of pomegranate juice.
The second cocktail was an
Arugarita made with Dolin blanc
vermouth. It was slightly sweet and
had a lovely essence of white cake,
orange peel, flowers and cloves. He
muddled it with arugula, agave and
fresh lime.
After the salads, we moved on to
seafood – a marinated black cod on
a half brown rice disc. Half brown
rice has half the bran of the rice,
giving it more texture. Park crisps it
on the bottom of the pan to form a
crust, yet it was cooked perfectly,
so the top was still al dente. The cod
sat on deer tongue spinach with a
nutty flavor. Park is an expert on the
broths he serves with his seafood.
The broth served with the cod is as
good as an elegant soup. It paired
nicely with a glass of pinot noir
Genot-Boulanger Mercurey, a
heady, rich and full bodied wine to
complement the fish.
The pistachio crusted scallop
rested on sautéed pea shoots that
were topped with Karashi, a mustard used in Japanese cuisine. It is a
spicy mustard, yet Chef Park adds
wine, honey and butter to mellow
the intensity and balancing the

A Great
Place to
Gather
with
Friends

PIZZA • PASTA • SALAD •SANDWICHES & MORE

ALL LARGE PIZZAS

1495

WITH ANY & ALL THE TOPPINGS YOU WANT!

THIS WEEK
ONLY!

$

reg. price $20.95

“YOU NAME IT & WE’LL TOSS IT!”

•

exp.1/7/16

323.939.7661

5044 Wilshire Blvd. at Highland

www.NuPizzaLA.com • www.numerounopizza.com
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The lamb curry with crispy shiitake rice is a specialty at Maru, a French
Japanese restaurant in Santa Monica.

sweetness and bitterness. This dish
paired beautifully with a German
riesling by Robert EymaelMonchhof.
Meat dishes included a New
York steak with parmesan potatoes
and asparagus and topped with a
36-hour homemade soy-espresso
sauce. It was served with a Cuvee
Louis Cabernet Franc.
The lamb curry had a smoky
essence with crispy shiitake rice.
There was a heap of marinated
onions on top of the beautifully
cooked lamb. Chef Park makes his
curry with lamb loin to intensify the
flavors of this special dish. It went
well with David Arthur red
Meritaggio from Napa Valley.
For dessert we sipped a fun

candy cap cream that reminded me
of eggnog. This was made with a
secret ingredient - candy cap mushrooms. The chef foraged in the
foothills to find these unusual, edible mushrooms that are often used
in desserts. The oil from candy cap
mushrooms is similar to maple
syrup.
The creamy beverage heightened
the two desserts - a berry cobbler
with a thick pastry top and bread
pudding with Valrhona chocolate
and a delicious vanilla bourbon ice
cream that is made in house.
From sushi to steaks, you are
bound to find many pleasing plates
at Maru. $$ 12400 Wilshire Blvd.
#150 (310)820-7240. marusantamonica.com.

photo courtesy of Maru

Jason Park is the talented chef behind Maru’s French Japanese cuisine.
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R ESTAU R ANT NEW S
By Jill Weinlein

Looking for last minute New
Year’s Eve plans? Here are a few
suggestions. Call ahead for reservations and availability.

Celebrate 31 at
Baskin-Robbins

C

elebrate the holiday season at
Baskin-Robbins with the
“Celebrate 31” promotion in honor
of its 70th anniversary. On
Thursday, Dec. 31, one-scoop
cones and cups are $1.31 and two-

scoop sundaes are $3.31.
Customers can also order festive
ice cream cakes in cool new flavors
for the month such as Oreo Cool
Mint Chocolate. 7150 Melrose
Ave., (323)936-3921; 1800 S.
Robertson Blvd., (310)559-3131.

Avalon Beverly
Hills New Year’s

E

njoy a New Year’s Eve celebration dinner for two at Avalon
Beverly Hills at either of two seat-

ings, followed by a one-night stay
in the hotel. The first dinner is a
prix-fixe dinner from 5 to 9 p.m.
The second seating is a sevencourse dinner after 9 p.m. with a
champagne toast at midnight. Also,
for the first meal of the new year,
patrons will be treated to Viviane’s
New Year’s Day hangover brunch
for two that includes a remedy kit
of Advil, sleep masks, Visine,
breath mints, a cold pack and a
small “hair of the dog” shot delivered to guest rooms bright and early
on Jan. 1. For those looking for further rejuvenation, an in-room massage is available for an additional
$99. The package includes dinner, a
one-night stay, brunch for two and a

hangover remedy kit for $564 per
night. Use the code “NYE” when
making reservations. 9400 W.
Olympic Blvd., (844)328-2566.

L

La Dolce Vita NYE

a Dolce Vita is serving a lavish
five-course New Year’s Eve
prix-fixe dinner on Dec. 31 beginning at 5 p.m. The restaurant is
reminiscent of a romantic, mid-century New York Italian restaurant
offering reimagined Italian cuisine
by executive chef Alejandro Galan.
Sit in cozy booths and enjoy timeless service while sipping a
“Gentlemen’s Drink” inspired by
Frank Sinatra, the restaurant’s orig-
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inal investor. Sinatra’s drink of
choice was an Old Fashioned made
with Jack Daniel’s rare Sinatra
Select. Galan’s menu features
seared foie gras with rugosa heirloom squash, spiced jus and chive;
roasted venison medallions with
broccolini, sunchoke mash, bacon
chips and hazelnut demi-glace; and
winter truffle risotto with
chanterelle, oyster and cremini
mushrooms, black truffle and
parmigiana. Top off the evening
with a complimentary glass of prosecco at midnight to toast the new
year. Dinner is $125 per guest.
9785 Santa Monica Blvd.,
(310)278-1845.
See Restaurant News page 15

Ring in the New Year !
Prime Rib
All Natural,
Hormone & Antibiotic Free
“The Best Prime Rib You’ll Ever Eat”

Colorado Leg of Lamb
• Crown Roast of Pork
• Whole Filet Mignon
• Ham & Much More!

6333 W. Third St. • Farmers Market
323.938.5131 •www.marcondas.com

The Original Farmers Market 3rd & Fairfax
6333 W. 3rd St. • Los Angeles, CA 90036

323.939.7792
1260 3rd Street Promenade
Santa Monica, CA 90404

310.587-1166
www.mrmarcel.com
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P O L I C E B LOT T E R

The following crimes occurred in West Hollywood and the areas patrolled
by the LAPD’s Wilshire and Hollywood divisions between Dec. 21 and Dec.
27 and were compiled from www.crimemapping.com. To report a crime,
call local law enforcement agencies: Los Angeles Police Department,
Wilshire Division (213)473-0489 and Los Angeles County Sheriff’s
Department West Hollywood Station (310)855-8850.

Dec. 21

At 12:05 a.m., an unknown suspect
stole a vehicle parked near the corner of Hollywood and Orange.
An unknown suspect committed a
theft in the 6500 block of Hollywood
at 12:45 a.m.

At 12:55 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 4900
block of Wilshire.

An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 8500 block of
Gregory Way at 1:35 a.m.
At 2:40 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 6000
block of W. Sunset.

An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 8400 block of
Melrose at 5:20 a.m.
At 5:45 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 5400
block of Hollywood.
An unknown suspect committed a
theft in the 600 block of S. Western
at 8 a.m.

At 8:30 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 500
block of N. Kenmore.

An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 1100 block of
Bronson at 10 a.m.
At 11 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 6100
block of Melrose.

An unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked in the 300 block of S.
Plymouth at 1 p.m.
At 1:05 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 800
block of N. La Brea.

An unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked in the 400 block of S.
Windsor at 1:15 p.m.
At 1:30 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a theft in the 600 block
of S. Western.

An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 1200 block of
Flores at 2:20 p.m.
At 4:30 p.m., an unknown suspect
stole a vehicle parked in the 4800
block of Rosewood. A second vehicle was reported stolen from the
same location at 6:20 p.m.

An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 100 block of
S. Manhattan Place at 5:30 p.m.

At 6 p.m., an unknown suspect
stole a vehicle parked in the 6300
block of Orange.

Dec. 22

At 12:05 a.m., an unknown suspect
stole a vehicle parked near the corner of Bronson and Fountain.

An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 1100 block of
Bronson at 12:45 a.m.

At 6 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 700
block of Vine.
An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 4400 block of
W. Third at 8:30 a.m.

At 9 a.m., an unknown suspect
stole a bicycle in the 1300 block of
Crescent Heights.
An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 7100 block of
Hawthorn at noon.
At 12:04 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 5600
block of Wilshire.
An unknown suspect stole a bicycle
in the 6000 block of Maryland at 1
p.m.

At 4:05 p.m., an unknown suspect
robbed a victim in the 9000 block of
Beverly.
An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 900 block of N.
Stanley at 5 p.m.
At 10 p.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
1200 block of N. Flores.

An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 1000 block of
S. Cochran at 10:30 p.m.

Dec. 23

At 12:30 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 3800
block of W. Sixth.

An unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked in the 700 block of N.
Sycamore at 12:30 a.m.
At 12:30 a.m., an unknown suspect
stole a vehicle parked in the 7000
block of Hawthorn.

An unknown suspect assaulted a
victim in the 600 block of
Westmount at 1:22 a.m.

At 6 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 1000
block of S. Holt.
An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 1200 block of N.
Cherokee at 6:30 a.m.

At 10:30 a.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 7200
block of Waring.

An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 600 block of
Westmount at 7 p.m.

An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 3800 block of W.
Sixth at 11:30 a.m.

An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 3200 block of W.
Olympic at 9:14 p.m.

An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked in the 6100 block of
Orange at 2 p.m.

At 7:20 p.m., an unknown suspect
robbed a victim in the 8400 block of
Santa Monica.

At 10 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 6500
block of Hollywood.

At noon, an unknown suspect committed a burglary in the 600 block of
N. Martel.

At 2:20 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 900
block of Formosa.
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A theft was reported in the 6500
block of Sunset at 2:30 p.m.

At 2:45 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 1300
block of Curson.
An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked near the corner of
Whitley and Yucca at 3:30 p.m.

At 6 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a burglary in the 4500
block of Wilshire.

An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 6600 block of
Barton at 7 p.m.
At 9 p.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in the
700 block of S. Oxford.
An unknown suspect committed a
vehicle burglary in the 700 block of
S. Oxford at 9 p.m.

At 9:30 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the 8499
block of Sunset.
An unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked in the 5000 block of
Rosewood at 9:55 p.m.

At 10:30 p.m., a vehicle burglary
was reported in the 1000 block of
Bronson.
An unknown suspect burglarized a
vehicle parked near the corner of
Sunset and Wilcox at 11 p.m.

At 11 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a grand theft in the

8700 block of Santa Monica.

Dec. 24

At 2:05 a.m., an unknown suspect committed a burglary in the
700 block of N. Fairfax.
An unknown suspect robbed a
victim in the 5500 block of
Wilshire at 8:20 a.m.

At 11 a.m., an unknown suspect
robbed a victim near the corner of
Western and Franklin.

An unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked in the 400 block of S.
Burnside at 11:30 a.m.

An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 300 block of
Hauser at 10:30 a.m.

At 2 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a grand theft in the
7300 block of Santa Monica.
An unknown suspect burglarized
a vehicle parked in the 1200
block of S. Orange Grove at At
5:30 p.m.

Dec. 26

At 9:45 a.m., an unknown suspect committed a petty theft in
the 5600 block of W. Sunset.

At 5 p.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in
the 200 block of N. Manhattan.

An unknown suspect burglarized
a vehicle parked in the 1600
block of N. El Centro at 10:30
a.m.

At 7 p.m., an unknown suspect
committed a petty theft in the
6300 block of W. Sunset.

An unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked in the 400 block of S.
Lucerne at 9 p.m.

An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 500 block of N.
Gardner at 7 p.m.

An unknown suspect committed a
burglary in the 300 block of S.
Hobart at 11 p.m.

At 11:55 p.m., an unknown suspect committed a petty theft in
the 1000 block of S. Oxford.

Dec. 25

At 3 a.m., an unknown suspect
burglarized a vehicle parked in
the 5600 block of Carlton Way.

At 3:45 p.m., an unknown suspect committed a petty theft in
the 100 block of N. La Cienega.

At 9:10 p.m., an unknown suspect committed a theft in the
8700 block of Santa Monica.
An unknown suspect committed a
petty theft in the 1400 block of N.
Alexandria at 9:30 p.m.

Dec. 27

At 3:40 a.m., an unknown suspect stole a vehicle parked in the
1200 block of N. Fairfax.

Suspect sentenced for mortgage rescue scam

A defendant who operated a
bogus mortgage rescue scheme has
been sentenced to eight years in
federal prison.
Terry Meisinger, 75, was sentenced by United States District
Judge Virginia A. Phillips, who
rejected Meisinger’s arguments that
his age merited a lower sentence.
Judge Phillips noted that, even if
Meisinger was released from prison
when he was 80 years old, he would
still pose a danger to the public.
Authorities said Meisinger made
false promises to dozens distressed
homeowners, filed fraudulent bankruptcies to delay foreclosure and
rented the properties to third parties
after the foreclosure proceedings
were delayed. Phillips also ordered
Meisinger to pay $1.5 million in
restitution to victims of the scam.
The defendant pleaded guilty in
October to two counts of wire
fraud.
“This man earned significant
profits as the result of his scheme –
profits that came as the result of significant financial harm inflicted
upon victims,” said United States
Attorney Eileen M. Decker. “This
scheme operated for years and continued after my office filed a civil
lawsuit and he was ordered to cease
his fraudulent activities. This trail
of victims, most of whom lost their
homes, has earned this defendant

the lengthy prison term.”
When he pleaded guilty,
Meisinger specifically admitted that
he defrauded one distressed homeowner by inducing him to sign a
quitclaim in exchange for promises
that included negotiating a shortsale agreement with his lender that
would free the homeowner from his
mortgage. Instead, Meisinger had a
deed of trust to be recorded on the
property, which was followed by a
fraudulent bankruptcy on behalf of
the person who supposedly now
held an interest in the home.
Meanwhile, Meisinger rented out
the home to another person while
foreclosure proceedings were
stayed as a result of the fraudulent
bankruptcy.

According to federal prosecutors, there were more than 250 victims of the scheme, including
homeowners, lenders and renters.
Meisinger “collected more than
$1.5 million in illicit rent payments
on more than 100 properties.
Further, he caused more than 300
bogus bankruptcy petitions to be
filed in the names of numerous
individuals who had no knowledge
their identity was being used,”
according to court documents.
Meisinger also admitted that his
illegal conduct violated Phillips’
court order in a prior civil matter
barring the defendant from participating in the home finance or real
estate industries for 10 years.
Meisinger had previously also
been barred from filing bankruptcy
petitions. Phillips additionally
imposed a $5 million civil fine on
Meisinger.
The criminal case resulted from
an investigation by the United
States Department of Housing and
Urban Development, Office of the
Inspector General (HUD-OIG).
“This significant sentence
demonstrates our commitment to
protecting HUD’s important work
in providing affordable home ownership,” said James Todak, special
agent in charge of Housing and
Urban Development’s Office of the
Inspector General.

Officers from the Beverly Hills
Police Department arrested four
auto burglary suspects on
December 21 in an alley behind
the 300 block of south Rexford
Drive.
At approximately 1:30 a.m.,
officers observed two individuals
in the alley acting suspiciously. As
officers approached, they attempted to discard a metal lock pick tool
behind a utility pole.

Additional officers were called
to assist with the investigation and
while they canvassed the area,
they found a vehicle that had been
burglarized.
Further investigation led to two
additional suspects in the area,
including one armed with a loaded
semi-automatic handgun. The four
suspects were taken into custody
and booked on charges including
burglary, possession of a loaded

gun, possession of burglary tools,
receiving stolen property, possession of narcotics and forgery. The
property from the vehicle that was
burglarized was recovered from
the suspects and returned to the
owners.
The suspects were identified as
Ivan Sanchez, 20; Freddy
Landaverde, 22; Rosa Castillo, 22;
and Mayara Castillo, 24; all residents of Los Angeles.

“This trail of
victims, most of
whom lost their
homes, has earned
this
defendant
the lengthy prison
term.”

-United States Attorney
Eileen M. Decker

Four suspects arrested for Beverly Hills auto burglaries
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Wokcano’s Sweet 16
Black & White Ball

R

ing in the new year at the
Westside’s largest New Year’s
Eve ball at Wokcano in Santa
Monica with music by DJ Frankie,
dancing, cocktails, complimentary
hors d’oeuvres, a photo booth and
party favors. General admission
tickets are $50; VIP Tickets are $70.
Table packages for a minimum of
six guests are available and come
with bottles of liquor of the guests’
choice for an additional charge.
1413 Fifth St. (310)458-3080.

8 p.m. Enjoy an open premium bar,
music by DJ Myster-E, entertainment, party favors, a midnight
countdown, champagne toast,
photo booth and complimentary
appetizers from 8 to 10 p.m.
Cocktail attire required. General
admission tickets are $75 for members, $120 for non-members and
include an open premium bar, party
favors and champagne toast. Table
and bottle service are also available. 1541 Ocean Ave. #150,
(310)566-3870.

Ivory at
The Mondrian

A

uests can unleash their inner
Rat Pack and ring in the new
year Vegas-style on Dec. 31 at 41
Ocean in Santa Monica. The restaurant has stunning ocean views,
secluded private courtyards and is a
throwback to the Golden Age of
Hollywood. VIP table and bottle
service is available upon request.
New Year’s Eve festivities begin at

new restaurant, Ivory, will
open Dec. 31 on the iconic
Sunset Strip at the Mondrian Los
Angeles. Chef Brian Malarkey has
designed a five-course menu
including oysters, winter squash,
big eye tuna, pork belly, Australian
lamb rack and prime ribeye steaks
for $100 per person. Finish with
desserts such as tres leches cake
and pumpkin panna cotta.
Weekday lunch and weekend
brunch is available with more casual dishes like avocado wraps with
red onion, pea tendrils, pickled
peppers and horseradish aioli and

The Los Angeles County
Democratic Party (LACDP) hosted its annual Chair’s Holiday Party
on Dec. 27 at the home of LACDP
chair and LACDP vice chair Eric
C. Bauman.
The annual event brought
together democratic activists,
elected officials and community
leaders to celebrate the successes
of 2015 and look ahead to the
coming year.
As it has for the past several

years, LACDP partnered with
local nonprofit Poverty Matters to
collect blankets, sweat suits, socks
and other cold-weather items at
the holiday party to be distributed
to homeless people living in skid
row and the surrounding area.
“I am proud that our continued
work with Poverty Matters will
once again enable LACDP to have
a direct impact on the lives of
homeless people on the streets of
Los Angeles, especially this winter

NYE party at
41 Ocean

G

crab cake Benedict with avocado,
lemon and tarragon. A selection of
house-infused and signature cocktails complement Ivory’s cuisine.
Libations include Dueling Pistolas
cocktails with tequila, mezcal,
housemade black mission fig jam,
clove agave, lime and bitters, as
well as refreshing options like the
Achilles Peel with blackberry and
blueberry infused vodka, St.
Germain, fresh berries and lemon.
The restaurant also offers a globally-inspired wine list and pints of
craft beer. 8440 Sunset Blvd.,
(323)848-6000.

Go to Public
School on New
Year’s Day

P

ublic School, where you get an
education in the art of food and
beer, offers $10 bottomless
mimosas,
beermosas
and
micheladas on New Year’s Day as
well as their bloody Marys featuring a house-made mix spiked with
chipotle and sriracha sauces.
Glasses are rimmed with bacon salt
and garnished with house-pickled
carrots, green beans and garlic, as
well as a fried chicken wing. Enjoy
the cocktails with a burger or thier
morning after brunch. The seasonal
pumpkin coffee cheesecake is still
available. 612 Flower St.,
(213)622-4500; 9411 Culver Blvd.,

(310)558-0414; 15300 Ventura
Blvd. #102G, Sherman Oaks,
(818)728-9818.

Hangover recovery
at Viviane

O

n the morning after, Viviane
executive chef Michael Hung
is offering his hangover brunch featuring hearty dishes. Start with an
invigorating “San Francisco
Rooster Shot” featuring a shot each
of freshly pressed wheatgrass juice,
orange juice and Tapatío tequila.
Follow it with a fried egg and
porchetta ham hoagie with jack
cheese and house-made hot sauce
on a puff pastry long roll; or a bone
marrow and trout caviar short stack
of whole wheat blinis served with
Asian pear conserve. Try the roasted mushroom bread pudding with
green onion pistou and truffle
anglaise. Brunch is served from 7
a.m. to 3 p.m. 9400 W. Olympic
Blvd., (310)407-7791.

LAMILL Coffee
and Boutique

S

tart the new year at LAMILL
Coffee and Boutique in
Silverlake with a liquid brunch of
LAMILL’s
Japanese-inspired
micheladas made with a house mix
incorporating shiso, yuzu kosho

L.A. County Democratic Party helps the homeless through donations
which is expected to be so much
colder and wetter than we have
seen in recent years,” Bauman
said. “The holiday season is a time
of reflection and celebration, yet
with so many of our fellow
Angelenos struggling day by day,
it is also a time for each of us to do
more. I know our efforts will make
an immediate difference for some
of those living on skid row, while
efforts are underway by the city,
county and NGOs to find longer-

term solutions to the homelessness
and poverty crisis that affects so
many in our community.”
The LACDP is the official governing body of the Democratic
Party in Los Angeles County and
works in cooperation with the state
and
national
Democratic
Committees.
The organization represents
approximately 2.5 million registered Democrats. For information,
visit www.lacdp.org.
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and powdered togarashi, and
topped with Lefthand Brewing’s
pilsner. LAMILL also offers black
& black coffee cocktails made with
cold brew coffee, Victory Brewing
Storm King Stout, turbinado sugar
and a grapefruit twist. The beverages pair well with LAMILL’s egg
dishes and avocado toast. 1636
Silver Lake Blvd., (323)663-4441.

photo courtesy of The Abbey

Bloody Mary’s on
New Year’s Day at
The Abbey

T

he Abbey in West Hollywood
has six bloody Mary options that
range from traditional to fruity, skinny and refreshing. The Abbey’s
Proud Mary is made with Absolut
vodka, muddled jalapeños, houseMary mix and hot sauce. The Mango
Mary is made with Grey Goose,
Citrónge Mango, house-Mary mix
and fresh mango. Try the Skinny
Mary made with Belvedere Bloody
Mary and soda. The Cool Mary is
made with EFFEN cucumber vodka,
house-Mary mix and cucumber. A
Mexi-Mary with Avión Blanco and
house-Mary mix is also available.
For guests who enjoy micheladas,
The Abbey uses Montejo beer and
house-Mary mix. 692 N. Robertson
Blvd., (310)289-8410.

Comedy of Groucho Marx returns in playhouse tribute CUSTOM PICTURE FRAMING
The Pasadena Playhouse presents
Frank Ferrante in “An Evening
With Groucho” on Saturday, Jan. 9
and Sunday, Jan. 10.
“For the past few seasons we
have made great efforts to keep the
lights glowing at The Playhouse as
often as possible. With that as a
goal, it is our pleasure to fill our
few dark weekends with ‘special
presentations’ such as this,” said
Sheldon Epps, artistic director of
The Pasadena Playhouse. “We have
found that they help us to attract
new audiences while also giving
our loyal supporters the thrill of
seeing theatrical events that they
might not otherwise have the
chance to enjoy.”
Award-winning actor, director and
playwright Ferrante recreates his
portrayal of legendary comedian
Groucho Marx in the fast-paced, 90minute show filled with hilarity. The
two-act comedy consists of the best
Groucho one-liners, anecdotes and
songs including “Hooray for Captain
Spaulding” and “Lydia, the Tattooed
Lady.” The audience becomes part of
the show as Ferrante ad-libs his way
throughout the performance in grand
Groucho style.
The Pasadena Playhouse is located
at 39 S. El Molino Ave. Showtime is
4 and 8 p.m., Jan. 9; 2 p.m., Jan. 10.
Tickets start at $25. For information,
call (626)356-7529, or visit
www.PasadenaPlayhouse.org.

• Restoration of Paintings, Frames, Fine Art &
Art Objects, Wood, Metal & Stone
• We do custom shadow boxes, double glass,
closed corner & gilded frames,
hand carved & hand finishing.

TED GIBSON

Art Material & Picture Frames

photo by Michael Doucett

4271 W. 3rd St. • Los Angeles
213.382.9195
www.tedgibsonframes.net
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Trans Chorus of Los Angeles welcomes
and empowers transgender singers
The Trans Chorus of Los
Angeles (TCLA) is holding two
open rehearsals from 5 p.m. to 8
p.m. Sunday Jan. 3 and again on
Jan. 10 at Immanuel Presbyterian
Church located at 3300 Wilshire
Blvd. These two rehearsals are free
and open to the public.
TCLA performed for the first
time at last month’s Transgender
Day Of Remembrance in West
Hollywood.
TCLA, one of only five transgender choruses in America, has
been invited to perform at the 2016
GALA Festival in Denver,
Colorado in July, a five-day event
held every four years. TCLA is the
only trans chorus performing at the

GALA Festival 2016. “This is a
milestone in the trans experience,”
said Lindsey Deaton, TCLA’s artistic director. “This is the first time
trans and gender non-conforming
singers from LGB choruses around
the world will form a mass trans
chorus and perform publicly. I am
very grateful to GALA to their

Board of Directors and to their
membership for their inclusion of
the trans community in the
Festival. It’s historic.”
TCLA was created in August
2015 to encourage and foster artistic expression, personal development, and leadership in transgender, intersex, queer/questioning,
gender expansive/non-conforming
people, and they present performances that provides an opportunity for all. TCLA fiercely empowers
trans and gender expansive people
to love their voices and perform
with courage and strength in public. For information, visit facebook.com/TransChorusLA for the
most current

In honor of National Get
Organized Month in January, the
City of West Hollywood and the
Los Angeles Chapter of the
National
Association
of
Professional Organizers (NAPOLA) will host weGO!, a free community event to educate and inspire
people and help them become more
organized.
Getting organized is a popular

New Year’s resolution, so January is
the perfect time to de-clutter and set
goals for the year.
On Saturday, Jan. 9, weGO! will
take place from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. at
the West Hollywood Community
Center at Plummer Park, located at
7377 Santa Monica Blvd.
The event will feature professional organizers conducting workshops
and offering tips for getting orga-

nized. Ask-the-organizer panels will
give attendees an opportunity to ask
questions, present challenges, and
receive advice from experts.
Vendors will be in attendance to
exhibit products, services, tools and
resources for getting and staying
organized.
For information, contact Laura
Ellis at (310) 493-7201 or visit
www.wegoevent.org.

Natural
History
Museum
(NHM) hosts First Fridays, a series
of events with live music and discussions. The theme for First
Fridays 2016 is “Big Screen,
Bigger Science.”
Scientists and filmmakers will
discuss the good, the bad and the
ridiculous in film and how
Hollywood continues to inspire the
next frontier of science exploration.
Los Angeles Times journalist,
author and Emmy-winning public

television and radio host Patt
Morrison will be the host.
The new discussion format will
include multiple speakers, film
clips and lively discussion
between speakers and host.
KCRW radio DJ Aaron Byrd
will be the event’s resident DJ with
appearances by guest KCRW DJs
throughout the season as well.
Tickets for the February installment of the series go on sale
Monday, Jan. 4. For information,
visit www.nhm.org/firstfridays.

“This is a
milestone in the
trans experience.”

Lindsey Deaton,
TCLA artistic director

NAPO-LA brings organization to the new year

Natural History Museum explores movie science

photo courtesy of NHM

The Natural History Museum presents the return of its ‘First Fridays’
series.

Crossword Puzzle

Across
1. Obi, e.g.
5. Girls
11. Humanities degs.
14. Hodgepodge
15. "Mourning Becomes

by Myles Mellor

Electra" playwright
16. Detergent brand
17. Keith, Danny, Laurie et
al.
20. Trust
21. Golf score

22. Star in Perseus
25. Sees to it
27. Ball attendee
31. Acid ___
32. Stephen of "Still Crazy"
33. Distinctive atmosphere
34. Good buddy
36. Movie tough guy
42. Unified
43. Five-time U.S. Open
champ
44. Sensitive subject, to some
45. Red letters?
48. Deficits
51. Stuff
53. Chordophones
54. Roll top?
55. Women's ___
59. Maryland team member
64. Midback muscle, for short
65. Ancient Italic people
66. Highlander
67. German river
68. Junks
69. Organic radical
Down
1. Payoff
2. Miss. neighbor
3. Newton, for one
4. Modified car
5. Patsy
6. May event, for short
7. Big name in construction
8. Splenic
9. Ferrell flick

Go Metro to the Rose Parade
and Rose Bowl

A photo in the Dec. 23, 1982 issue of the Park Labrea News showed
Tournament of Roses queen Suzanne Gillespie and her royal court
encouraging people to ride public transportation to the Rose Parade
and Rose Bowl Game in Pasadena on Jan. 1. As part of an annual tradition, the Southern California Rapid Transit District, now known as
the Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority
(Metro), offered special bus routes to Pasadena for New Year’s Day
festivities. Metro continues the tradition on Dec. 31 and Jan 1 by offering 24-hour, overnight service on Metro rail lines, as well as the
Orange and Silver Lines. Free rides will be offered on all bus and rail
lines from 9 p.m. on Dec. 31 until 2 a.m. on Jan. 1. Regular fares will
go back into effect at 2 a.m. on New Year’s Day. All Metro rail lines
and the Metro Orange Line will run every 20 minutes on New Year’s
Eve. For information, visit www.metro.net.

LAPL highlights best books of 2015

Los Angeles Public Library
(LAPL) librarians and staff members
have pooled their expertise to select
the best books published in 2015.
The lists do not reflect best-seller or
award lists, but the books are selected by staff who volunteered to participate and share their thoughts about
the best books published this year.
The library’s lists fall into four categories: Fiction, Non-Fiction,
10. Thick blocks
11. Marine food fish
12. Friends
13. Least ingenuous
18. Brush up on
19. Sheep meat
22. Word with wise or mass
23. German art song
24. Vex
26. Midnight meeting of
witches
28. Most ill-mannered
29. Unit of energy
30. Slow
35. Curved file
37. Verb tense, in Classical
Greek
38. "Catch-22" pilot
39. Ice melter
40. Lothario's look
41. 1987 Costner role
45. Of service
46. Bow
47. They make you stand tall
49. Serfs
50. Charioteer
52. Listing
56. Spring bloom
57. The "B" in N.B.
58. Big cheese
60. ___ jacket
61. Dinghy propeller
62. Grazing land
63. Wright wing
Answers on page 22

Children’s and Teens.
The 2015 lists have more books
and greater variety than ever before
and are very interesting. The library
invites everyone to check out the
weekly book reviews and book lists
featured on LAPL Reads.
For
the
complete
lists,
w w w. l a p l . o r g / c o l l e c t i o n s resources/blogs/central-library/laplreads-best-2015-book-lists.

Chamber
reappoints
president

West Hollywood Chamber of
Commerce’s President & CEO,
Genevieve Morrill, was reappointed to the Los Angeles
County
Business
License
Commission on Dec. 15.
The
Business
License
Commission is charged with
holding hearings, as required by
Title 7 of the Los Angeles County
Code, to determine whether to
grant, deny, modify, suspend or
revoke licenses, including information cards.
In addition, the commission
investigates and reports on any
matters connected with public
health, morals and welfare
referred to by the Board of
Supervisors.
The commission consists of
five members - each Supervisor
appoints one Commissioner so
that membership is representative
of the varied segments of the
community. Morrill’s reappointment was made by LA County
Supervisor Kuehl’s office serving
the third district.
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‘The Hateful Eight’ and ‘Sisters,’
an underwhelming good time
‘Sisters’

Tina Fey and Amy Poehler star
in an R-rated comedy directed by
the “Pitch Perfect” guy. That’s a
winning combination. So how
could it feel so formulaic and
cheap?
“Sisters” might go down as one
of the most disappointing films
you never saw, something that
should’ve been comedic gold, not
a bronze at best.
The Ellis sisters Maura
(Poehler) and Kate (Fey) couldn’t
be more different. As the eldest,
Kate lived it up in her prime, even
having a daughter, Haley
(Madison Davenport) from one of
many hookups. But she just can’t
hold down a job. Meanwhile,
Maura is overly responsible, even
to a fault, never seizing life enough
to make any mistakes.
So when their parents, Deana
(Dianne Wiest) and Bucky (James
Brolin), reveal plans to sell the
family’s childhood house, the sisters don’t take it well. Maura must
say goodbye to so many memories, and Kate’s plan to move
home to ensure some stability for
her daughter falls apart. So what
can the pair do? Throw one final
Ellis Island party, as they were
famously called in high school.
So it’s a party movie. Expect all
the familiar tropes to occur. Fear
over demolishing the house. A cute
neighbor, James (Ike Barinholtz)
for timid Maura to overcompensate with. And a night of debauchery Kate can’t enjoy as she plays
“party mom” for the evening. And
since Fey and Poehler both produce, you best expect a shameless
number of “SNL” alums to pop up
in every scene.

What makes “Sisters” different
from other party flicks is the age
difference. Unlike high schoolers
whose problems are only important thanks to melodramatic writing, all the guests at the Ellis party
don’t have their whole lives ahead
of them. They’re fully actualized
individuals, or they should be. And
when they all break loose, the
result feels very, very different.
At some points, 40-somethings
snorting drugs provided by drug
dealer Pazuzu (WWE star John
Cena) is a hysterical sight. If only
the jokes kept coming. The gags
are too simple, and the story
devolves into something awkward
that feels obligated to move from
plot point to plot point with too
many delays between gags that
land.

‘The Hateful Eight’

If only someone could edit
Quentin Tarantino’s films. At nearly three hours, complete with an
intermission, “The Hateful Eight”
is perhaps the most Tarantino film
yet, telling its story almost entirely
through dialogue, as in people sitting around and talking in a oneroom cabin during a blizzard. It’s
hard not to wonder why several
sequences weren’t cut down or
omitted entirely.
Meet Tarantino’s second
Western. But this isn’t the story
you likely heard about over a year
ago. He meant to create a revenge
story about former slaves going
after Civil War murdering racist
Southerners, but when his screenplay leaked online, he scratched
the project.
A blizzard approaches and with
it comes a cat-and-mouse game.

photo courtesy of The Weinstein Company

Kurt Russell (left) and Samuel L. Jackson star as bounty hunters in
Quentin Tarantino’s “The Hateful Eight.”

Neil Degrasse Tyson comes
to Hollywood Pantages

Innovation
Arts
and
Entertainment and The Nederlander
Organization present “An Evening
with Neil Degrasse Tyson” at the
Hollywood Pantages Theatre in Los
Angeles for one night only on Jan.
11 at 7:30 p.m.
Tyson, the host of National
Geographic’s StarTalk, best-selling
author and director of ‘The Hayden
Planetarium,” explores humanity’s
quest for understanding.
“I’ve put together an engaging
multi-media presentation that
brings the expanses of modern science directly to audience members.
Fans love the Q and A sessions that
rival the event itself,” Tyson said.
“These are family-friendly events.

I’ll frequently take questions from
children since I’m fascinated with
young ones who are interested in
science.”
The event is recommended for all
ages. Children under 5 will not be
admitted to the theatre, and all
patrons must have a ticket, regardless of age.
Tickets are available for purchase
at www.HollywoodPantages.com
or www.Ticketmaster.com, by
phone at 800-982-2787 and at the
Hollywood Pantages box office
(6233 Hollywood Blvd).
The Hollywood Pantages is
located at 6233 Hollywood Blvd.
For
information,
visit
www.NeildeGrasseTysonLive.com.

Now, we have a couple of bounty
hunters, Major Marquis Warren
(Samuel L. Jackson) and John
Ruth (Kurt Russell) who must survive a storm among potential villains.
Someone wants to free John’s
prisoner,
Daisy
Domergue
(Jennifer Jason Leigh), but who
could it be? Bob (Demian Bichir),
the new guy running the cabin?
Oswaldo Mobray (Tim Roth), the
executioner headed to town? Joe
Gage (Michael Madsen), who
claims he plans to visit dear mom?
General Sandy Smithers (Bruce
Dern), a bitter old Confederate?
Or Chris Mannix (Walton
Goggins), who says he’s the new
sheriff heading into town to be
sworn in?
Unlike “Django Unchained,”
“The Hateful Eight” returns the
neo-avant garde director to his oftemployed mode of storytelling –
chapters. But don’t expect the
genius of “Pulp Fiction” in this
structure.
This one is mostly chronological with an unnecessary flashback
sequence that does little more than
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Tina Fey (left) and Amy Poehler throw a final party in “Sisters.”

clearly explain something that’s
simple enough to understand for
any moviegoer willing to sit this
long.
Don’t mistake my meaning
here. “The Hateful Eight” isn’t a
terrible film. Characters are interesting, well fleshed out and
always given something quirky to
say. But it all feels a touch phoned
in – a Tarantino film for Tarantino
fans who need their Tarantino fix.
That’s fine if you’re a second-year
film student seeking ideas for a

short film contest, but a little discouraging for viewers wishing an
old dog knew just one new trick.
“The Hateful Eight” includes
more talking than a week’s worth
of “The View,” but it might be one
of Tarantino’s most violent films
to date, laughably so. If that’s your
thing, then good for you. But if
you want something more brisk
that will last longer than the holiday season – something more
memorable – go see the new “Star
Wars” for a second and third time.

18 December 31, 2015

L.A. Zoo celebrates New Year’s Eve with Zoo Lights

L.A. Zoo will celebrate the
coming of 2016 with “skip-theline” express entry, dinner buffet,
soft drinks, complimentary champagne for adults, sparkling apple
cider for kids, dessert, a ride on
the Zoo’s hand-crafted carousel,
crafts for children, DJ dance
party, cash bar and live broadcast
of New York’s Times Square ball
drop at 9 p.m.
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Afterwards, guests are welcome to enjoy L.A. Zoo Lights
until closing.
Tickets for the event are $65
for adults and $40 for children.
Greater Los Angeles Zoo
Association (GLAZA) members
can purchase tickets for $60 for
adults and $35 for children.
Tickets for this VIP-style experience are limited.

L.A. Zoo Lights includes
breathtaking displays such as
thousands of LED lights, illuminated snowflakes, 3-D animated
projections, a musical light-andwater show and glittering light
tunnels.
L.A. Zoo Lights is open every
night from 6-10 p.m. Mondays
through Thursdays, and 6 to
10:30 p.m. Fridays through
Sundays.
Admission to L.A. Zoo Lights
is $13 for adults and $11 for children ages 2-12 on Mondays
through Thursdays and $16 for
adults and $14 for children ages
2-12 on Fridays through Sundays
through Jan. 3.
Tickets for GLAZA members
are $11 for adults and $10 for
children ages 2 to 12 on Mondays
through Thursdays and $14 for
adults and $13 for children ages 2
to 12 on Fridays through
Sundays.
Children under age 2 are free.
Tickets are also available for $9
after 9 p.m. on select nights.
The Los Angeles Zoo is located
at 5333 Zoo Drive. For information, visit LAZoolights.org.

Pasadena Playhouse brings Peter Pan to the stage

The Pasadena Playhouse wraps
up its Panto at The Playhouse with
a production of “Peter Pan and
Tinker Bell – A Pirates Christmas”
running through Jan. 3.
In “Peter Pan and Tinker Bell – A
Pirates Christmas,” Tinker Bell,
Wendy and Peter Pan embark on a

Two free health
care enrollment
events scheduled

On Saturday Jan. 9 the YMCA
Hollywood and the Korean
American Coalition will host
informational events for health
care insurance coverage.
Individuals and families can
get answers and help choosing
and the right enrollment plan and
see if they qualify for financial
assistance. Certified enrollment
counselors will be available to
help explain available option
plans, choose a plan for an individual’s specific needs and complete enrollment paperwork.
The events are co-hosted by
Assemblymember
Richard
Bloom,
Assemblymember
Miguel Santiago and Los
Angeles City Councilmember
David Ryu.
The YMCA Hollywood is
located at 1553 Schrader Blvd.
and the Korean American
Coalition is located at 3727 West
6th St.
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wild quest to foil the pirates’ plot to
kidnap Peter for Captain Hook’s
Christmas present.
Performance schedules are
Tuesdays through Fridays at 7:30
p.m.; Saturdays at 12:00 p.m., 4:00
p.m. and 7:30 p.m.; and Sundays at
12:00 p.m. and 4:00 p.m.

“Panto at The Playhouse is a
great holiday gift to our theatre in a
number of ways,” said Sheldon
Epps, artistic director of The
Pasadena Playhouse.
Tickets range from $25 - $140.
Golden Tickets are available as an
add-on to any child’s ticket for an
additional $65.
A Golden Ticket provides the
ticketholder with a special onstage
sing-a-long experience during the
production, a gift bag with special
surprises and a Peter Pan collectible
poster.
The Pasadena Playhouse is located at 39 South El Molino Avenue,
Pasadena, CA 91101.
Tickets are available by calling
The Pasadena Playhouse at 626356-7529,
online
at
www.PasadenaPlayhouse.org or by
visiting the Pasadena Playhouse
box office.
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LACMA brings famous
composer to art exhibit

The Los Angeles County
Museum of Art (LACMA) brings
composer Michael Mortilla for
one day only in conjunction with
the exhibit “New Objectivity:
Modern German Art In The
Weimar Republic, 1919–1933.”
On Jan.17, improvised live scores
by Mortilla for five silent films
screened in the galleries featured
in “New Objectivity” will be performed.
The special event will last for
the duration of the museum’s
opening hours. Mirroring the central themes of “New Objectivity,”
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the films depict the social realities
of the Weimar Republic, ranging
from the misery of the lower class
to new forms of mass consumer
culture and a fascination with new
technologies, architecture and
machinery.
Mortilla is an award-winning
pianist, composer and sound
designer.
He has produced over 1,000
works for film, TV, radio, theater,
dance and the concert stage.
LACMA is located at 5905
Wilshire Blvd. For information,
visit www.lacma.org.

Happy New Year!

Thank you to our neighbors, clients and friends
for your continued support.

Rosalie & Morrie

Park Labrea News/Beverly Press

Women icons in design recognized
for work by Art Directors Guild

Photo courtesy of Art Directors Guild
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Heritage Square Museum plans new projects in 2016

The Heritage Square Museum
has announced plans to continue its
preservation and restoration of the
museum’s historical buildings as
well as educational programs.
The museum, located at 3800
Homer St. in Northeast Los
Angeles, is an open-air architecture
museum featuring a collection of
houses from the Victorian era.
The museum completed several
large-scale restoration projects in

The Art Directors Guild (ADG)
has announced that four legendary
women will be inducted into the
organization’s hall of fame at the
Guild’s 20th annual Excellence in
Production Design Awards on Jan.
31 at the Beverly Hilton Hotel.
The honorees are production
designer Carmen Dillon, production and costume designer Patricia
Norris, art director and set designer
Dorothea Holt Redmond and illustrator Dianne Wager.
“These women made great
strides in their craft achieving
prominence despite designing in a
field dominated by men,” ADG
council chairwoman Marcia Hinds
said. “Acknowledgement of their
efforts leads to a more balanced
and open guild. They will be most
welcomed into our prestigious hall
of fame.”
The inductions are only made
posthumously. Dillon (1908-

2000), pictured, was the first
female art director in the British
film industry, and made history in
1949 when she became the first
woman to win an Oscar for set decoration.
Norris (1931-2015) is an Oscar
nominee and Emmy winner who
was one of only a handful of
American designers who successfully combined the dual practices
of production and costume design
for film and television.
In 2011, she made history when
she became the only artist to
receive a Lifetime Achievement
Award from both the Art Directors
Guild and the Costume Designers
Guild.
Redmond (1910-2009) was an
illustrator and production designer
who broke ground in 1938 when
she became the first woman in the
male-dominated field of production design. Best known for help-

ing visually conceptualize Alfred
Hitchcock’s films, she worked on
over 30 films spanning her 20-year
career, including “Gone with the
Wind” (1939) and “The Ten
Commandments” (1956).
Wagner (1937-2011) worked on
more than 40 award-winning films
including “The Hunt for Red
October” (1990), “Crimson Tide”
(1995), “The Green Mile” (1999)
and “Jurassic Park III” (2001). She
received ADG Award nominations
for her set design work on
“Changeling” (2008) and her art
direction work on “Pleasantville”
(1999).
Additional nominations for the
awards will be announced on Jan.
5. Final balloting will run Jan. 728, 2016. Winners will be
announced at the dinner ceremony
in 11 competitive categories for
theatrical films, television productions, commercials and music
videos.
For information, call Debbie
Patton at (818)762-9995, or email
debbie@artdirectors.org.

The city of West Hollywood,
through its Arts and Cultural
Affairs Commission, is seeking
poster designs for its annual One
City One Pride LGBTQ Arts
Festival.
Held each year during June
pride month, One City One Pride
is a celebration of the LGBTQ
community though the arts. The

celebration features numerous
events including dance, film,
spoken word, visual arts and
more.
To be considered for the poster
design competition, artists can
submit original artwork that
explores this year’s festival
theme, “into the streets.”
The winning poster design

artist will be awarded $400, and
the poster will be displayed
throughout the city.
The deadline for submissions
is Monday, Jan. 4 at 12 p.m.
For information and guidelines
on how to enter, visit
www.weho.org/pride or contact
Michael Che at (323) 848-6377
or email mche@weho.org.

Designer Carmen Dillon along with three other women designers will be
honored by the Art Directors Guild.

Weho seeks poster design for One City, One Pride
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2015. To preserve the museum’s
Ford House and Garden, the museum replaced the roof, restored the
front door and repaired and repainted the interior and exterior windows of the entire structure.
Additionally, the Perry House front
exterior was painted and the
upstairs front balcony was
painstakingly taken apart and its
original pieces numbered, restored
and reassembled onsite.

All work was completed by master craftsmen to safeguard period
accuracy and quality of materials
used. Donations, volunteer hours
and a grant from the Parsons
Foundation made the projects possible.
The museum hopes to find funding for several anticipated projects
in the new year.
The museum plans to replace the
roof of the Palms Depot and begin
interior restoration work on the second floor of the Perry House,
where it is hoped the Justin
Gershuny Memorial Library will
be housed in 2017.
The library will give students
access to the museum’s archives,
rare books, art and primary source
documents.
The master gardeners at Heritage
Square are offering a series of free
gardening classes at the Ford
Garden starting Jan. 23. Each class
features hands-on activities and an
emphasis on Victorian organic gardening. For information, visit
www.heritagesquare.org.

Jewish War Veterans recognize Visitors have last chance to see Civil War exhibit
medal of honor recipient
Park Labrea News/Beverly Press
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Members of the Jewish War Veterans of the United States recently
held their annual executive meeting on Dec. 20 at the California
Veterans Home in West Los Angeles. A special ceremony was held
honoring Tibor Rubin, a member of the organization who passed
away on Dec. 5. Pictured at the meeting is the Los Angeles Dodgers’
legendary long-time manager Tommy Lasorda, who is a friend of the
Rubin family, and Rubin’s daughter Rosie.
Rubin is the only Holocaust survivor to receive the Congressional
Medal of Honor. Of the 21 million living veterans in the United
States, only 77 have received the medal, the nation’s highest military
honor. Rubin received it for his extraordinary bravery during the
Korean War, saving the lives of fellow soldiers and capturing enemy
forces. After his unit was captured, he again distinguished himself in
a prisoner of war camp by assisting fellow prisoners using his experiences as a teenager in a Nazi concentration camp, said Chuck
Ashman, a fellow member of the Jewish War Veterans of the United
States. The medal was awarded to Rubin in 2005 after fellow prisoners lobbied for it. For information about the Jewish War Veterans of
the United States, visit ww.jwv.org.

Bet Tzedek to honor former
Attorney General Eric Holder

Bet Tzedek will award its Luis
Lainer Founder’s Award to former
U.S. Attorney General Eric H.
Holder, Jr. at the nonprofit law
firm’s annual dinner gala on Jan. 26
at the Hyatt Regency Century Plaza
Hotel.
Holder, the first AfricanAmerican U.S. Attorney General,
has long recognized the professional
and moral obligation of attorneys to
provide access to justice, according
to Bet Tzedek. As the 82nd U.S.
Attorney General, Holder implemented the Access to Justice
Initiative in the Department of
Justice, creating volunteer opportunities in federal agencies to promote
accessibility, ensure fairness and
improve efficiency in the civil and
criminal justice system.
Holder served as attorney general
from February 2009 to April 2015.
He has rejoined Covington &
Burling LLP as a partner in its
Washington, D.C. office where he
was also a member of the firm from
2001 until 2009.
Earlier in Holder’s career,
President Bill Clinton appointed him
to lead the national effort Lawyers
for One America, which harnessed
pro bono representation to drive
progress and open doors to opportunity in underserved communities.
“Eric Holder has spent his career
– in both public and private practice
– working tirelessly to ensure our
nation’s judicial system works for
everyone,” said Bet Tzedek president and CEO Jessie Kornberg. “He
has not only encouraged lawyers to
provide pro bono service but he has
created pathways to make that both
possible and effective. He exemplifies our organization’s mission and
is a most fitting recipient of our Luis
Lainer Founder’s Award.”

Visitors to the Autry Museum of
the American West have until
Sunday to view the exhibit “Empire
and Liberty: The Civil War and the
West,” which will close Jan. 3.
The exhibit is the first major
museum exhibition to illuminate
the causes and legacies of the
American Civil War from the vantage point of Westward expansion.
Visitors are invited to explore the
conflicts and connections of a
growing nation revealed in more
than 200 significant artifacts,
including Texas slave sale documents, Andrés Pico’s war drum, the
battle flag carried by soldiers of the
California Hundred, a Buffalo
Soldier’s revolver and Cherokee
General Stand Watie’s bowie knife.
The exhibition shows how the
Civil War was more than a clash
between the North and South, it
was part of a history of debate over
how America would expand, and
who, within that expanding nation,

might claim freedom.
The Autry is located at 4700
Western Heritage Way, in Griffith

Park. Adult admission is $10. For
information, call (323)667-2000, or
visit www.TheAutry.org.

The
Jewish
Community
Foundation of Los Angeles has
granted $180,000 to eight local
organizations that provide domestic and sexual violence prevention
services and support.
The funding was awarded by the
foundation’s annual General
Community Grants initiative. The
foundation is the largest manager
of charitable assets and a leader in
planned giving solutions for
Jewish philanthropists in the
greater Los Angeles area. The
General Community Grants program supports initiatives that
address high-priority concerns in
the city. In recent years, the initiative has provided grants to address
homelessness, youth and adult
financial literacy, and programs
that benefit Iraq and Afghanistan
war veterans.
Recipient organizations of the
latest grants include 1736 Family

Crisis Center, 1in6, A Window
Between Worlds, Aviva Family
and Children’s Services, Center for
the Pacific-Asian Family, East Los
Angeles Women’s Center, Jenesse
Center and The Rape Foundation.
This year’s General Community
Grants coincide with an audit by
the Los Angeles Controller’s
Office outlining substantial underfunding of domestic and sexual
violence prevention and intervention programs. Following that
report, Los Angeles Mayor Eric
Garcetti issued an executive directive ordering city’s departments to
mobilize and coordinate efforts, as
well as to expand the police department’s Domestic Abuse Response
Teams.
“The foundation is proud to take
a leadership role locally in supporting these eight outstanding programs in their efforts to break the
cycle of domestic and sexual vio-

lence across Los Angeles,” said
foundation president and CEO
Marvin I. Schotland. “In view of
the city controller’s recent audit
and report, it is clear that there are
great strides to be made, as the incidence of reported cases of sexual
and domestic violence have risen 8
and 5 percent respectively this year.
It remains one of our most pressing
societal issues, crossing all religious, demographic, ethnic and
socio-economic lines.”
Established in 1954, the Jewish
Community Foundation of Los
Angeles manages charitable assets
of more than $1 billion entrusted to
it by more than 1,200 families. The
foundation partners with donors on
philanthropic strategies. Over the
past 25 years, the foundation has
distributed $1 billion in grants to
thousands of nonprofits. For information, visit www.jewishfoundationla.org.

The Los Angeles Museum of the
Holocaust (LAMOTH) and others
in the community are mourning the
death of local Holocaust survivor
Manny Steinberg (born Hirsch
Mendel Steinberg), who passed
away on Dec. 21 at the age of 90.
Born in Radom, Poland,
Steinberg survived four Nazi
camps and later published an autobiography, “Outcry: Holocaust
Memoirs,” to fulfill a promise he
made to himself during his first
days of freedom. Steinberg wanted
to ensure that the world never forgets what happened during the
Holocaust. His book has sold more
than 100,000 copies.

In April, Steinberg embarked on
an emotional visit to Germany for
the first time since 1945 during the
70-year commemoration of the liberation of the KZ-Vaihingen/Enz
camp, where he had been imprisoned.
Steinberg’s funeral was held on
Dec. 27 at Hillside Memorial Park.
The Steinberg family has requested
that donations in his memory be
made to LAMOTH’s Buses &
Books Campaign.
The Los Angeles Museum of the
Holocaust is located at 100 The
Grove Drive. For information, call
(323)651-3704,
or
visit
www.lamoth.org.

Manny Steinberg is pictured in a
recording studio with his son, Gary,
who read the audiobook version of
his father’s memoir.

The Human Relations Council
of the Santa Monica Bay Area
(HRC) has launched the Mark J.
Benjamin Community Impact
Awards nominations process.
The goal of Mark J. Benjamin
Community Impact Awards
Program is to recognize individuals whose involvement with community organizations contributes
to and builds a respectful, inclusive community. Honorees are
people who promote understanding within a diverse community,

make a difference and demonstrate
compassion for others.
The program is named for former Morley Builders CEO Mark J.
Benjamin, who died in a tragic
aviation accident in October 2013.
Benjamin, a HRC Santa Monica
board member, gave generously in
support of the Santa Monica and
Los Angeles County community.
HRC invites community nonprofits, businesses, faith communities and neighborhood organizations in West Los Angeles to par-

ticipate in the Mark J. Benjamin
Community Impact Awards
Program by nominating someone
who represents the organization’s
mission and goals. The nominating period runs Jan. 4 through Feb.
1. The recipients will be
announced on April 1 and
awardees will be honored at a special event on Thursday, April 28.
Only one nominee per organization.
For information, visit www.hrcsantamonica.org/impact.
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The John Frémont expedition flag, designed and created by Jessie Benton
Frémont circa 1841–1842, is one of the artifacts on display in the Civil War
exhibit at The Autry.

Foundation helps in fight against domestic abuse

Community mourns passing of Holocaust survivor

Former U.S. Attorney General
Eric Holder

Bet Tzedek provides free legal
services to low-income individuals,
focusing particularly on seniors and
people with disabilities. Bet Tzedek
was formerly headquartered in the
Fairfax District and is now located at
3250 Wilshire Blvd. Established in
1999 in honor of the agency’s cofounder and first full-time executive
director, the Luis Lainer Founder’s
Award is the agency’s highest honor.
Bet Tzedek’s annual dinner gala
will also recognize other organizations, including the UCLA School of
Law, recipient of the Rose Schiff
Commitment to Justice Award for its
partnerships with Bet Tzedek. Sam
Yebri, a founding member of the Bet
Tzedek New Leadership Council,
will receive the Rebecca Nichols
Emerging Leader Award for his volunteerism. Akiko Nishino will
receive the Jack H. Skirball
Community Justice Award for her
efforts as director of the agency’s
Right to Health Project and her commitment to its clients.
For information, call Amy
Peckner, Bet Tzedek’s senior development officer at (323)549-5860 or
email apeckner@bettzedek.org.
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Nominees sought for community impact awards
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WeHo hosts clothing drive for LGBT youth in need in January
The city of West Hollywood will
host its fourth annual clothing drive
for the Los Angeles LGBT Center’s
Youth Center on Highland Avenue.
All items collected will be distributed to lesbian, gay, bisexual and
transgender youth in need.
The Youth Center responds to the
essential needs of LGBT youth,
thousands of whom find themselves without a home or support.
The Center is in greatest need of

shoes (men’s 7 to 13, women’s 6 to
12, tied together), jeans (all adult
sizes), jackets, backpacks, new
packages of socks and underwear
and travel-sized hygiene items
(toothpaste, toothbrushes, shampoo, soap, shaving items, etc.)
Dress pants, shirts, suits, belts and
casual clothing are also appreciated, as are $5 gift cards for Target to
purchase items for interviews.
Items will be accepted at collec-

tion bins at West Hollywood City
Hall, located at 8300 Santa Monica
Blvd., from Jan. 4, Jan. 29.
Validated parking for West
Hollywood City Hall is available at
the Kings Road Municipal Parking
Structure, located at 8383 Santa
Monica Blvd.
For information, contact Corri
Planck, social services supervisor,
at
(323)848-6430
or
at
cplanck@weho.org.

The city of West Hollywood,
with the guidance of community
recommendations, has updated its
Visitor Parking Permit Policy to
better accommodate residents’
parking needs and to decrease
parking permit fraud.
Effective on Friday, temporary
parking permits for visitors will be

limited to 25 per day, not to
exceed 100 in total per month.
Visitor Parking Permits will be
issued for up to five days and are
not to exceed a total of 15 calendar days per month. Residents
may request permits up to five
days in advance. The permits will
continue to expire at noon follow-

ing the last effective date of the
permit. Additionally, yearly residential and guest permits will now
be prorated to 50 percent of the
cost after six months into the permit renewal cycle.
For information, call (323)8486375.

The city of West Hollywood’s
Social Services Division offers regular “WeHo Cares Community
Pop-Ups” in the community. The
next pop-up will be focused on
healthcare enrollment.
The WeHo Cares Community
Pop-Up will take place on Jan. 13

from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at West
Hollywood City Hall, located at
8300 Santa Monica Blvd., on the
first floor in the lobby and in the
adjacent Rent Stabilization Hearing
Room.
Certified
Covered
California volunteers and enrollers
will be in attendance at the pop-up

to provide details and help with
enrollment.
Open enrollment for healthcare
insurance under the Affordable Care
Act (ACA) extends through Jan. 31.
For
information,
visit
CoveredCA.com or call, (800)3001506.

risks coming up with El Niño and
letting them know about the shelter
services available,” she said.
Since the effort started, there are
hundreds less in those areas,
Goldman said.
LAHSA and the city of Los
Angeles have been raising money
to open winter shelters, in addition
to the ones open all year, through
March. She said winter shelters
provide at least 2,100 additional
beds. Although more people come
in on cold nights, Goldman said
there are still openings available.
The city and county also identified additional facilities, amounting
to 1,200 beds, that will be opened
based on weather conditions, and
thousands more are in the works.
“The county has a number of
facilities that are ready to be opened
depending on how the weather dips
or if they hit capacity,” Goldman
said. “The city and county has
made protecting the homeless population a really high priority. We

have accessed more resources than
we have ever had to operate shelters.”
Since they can’t tell exactly how
El Niño is going to play out,
Goldman said they are planning for
the worst.
“Some of us are working on this
every day to make sure everything
is operational,” she said.
The city currently expends $1.6
million in emergency shelter grants
and $300,000 in general funds to
help operate the Winter Shelter
Program through February. Last
month, the city council gave initial
approval to shelter the homeless in
public buildings and to allow people living in cars to stay overnight
in designated parking lots.
The Weingart Center Association at
566 S. San Pedro St. will be open
though March 31. The center can
be reached at (213)833-5020. First
to Serve, Inc. at 1300 Federal Ave.
will also be open through March
31, and can be reached at

mately $4 million in revenue for
the city in its first year. Over 30
years, it could equal an estimated
$175 million.
Metro is also considering a similar countywide increase on the
November ballot that would seek at
least the two-thirds required voter
approval to raise overall sales taxes
from 9 to 9.5 percent.
With Los Angeles city and
county leaders pushing for extensions that would not include West
Hollywood, Duran stressed the
importance of the aggressive preemptive measures. He pointed to
2008 when similar tax increases
were on the ballot for transit
expansions and West Hollywood’s
voter approval rate was higher
than any other city in the county.
But in the end, West Hollywood

was left out of the plans.
“Our voters overwhelmingly
voted for a tax increase and we got
nothing,” he said. “I don’t want
(West Hollywood) voters to vote
for a third time to see tax increases
go to other communities.”
If that scenario were to happen
again, West Hollywood’s tax
increase would still be available to
fund improvements to the city’s
transit systems in other ways.
“It sends a message to the county that we don’t want to be forgotten again,” Duran continued. “It
would be a bigger loss if we voted
in favor of the county measure and
once again, for whatever reason –
grade, cost, politics, geography,
La Brea Tar Pits – other decision
makers say, ‘Sorry city of West
Hollywood, we’re not going to get
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LAUSD distributes cheer,
food bags to families in need

New WeHo visitor parking permit policy to take effect on Jan. 1

Covered California information and enrollment pop-up set for Jan. 13

Additional shelters to open during bad weather
From page 1

Each year, the Los Angeles
Homeless Services Authority
(LAHSA) operates the Emergency
Winter Shelter Program, providing
temporary shelter to homeless persons at existing homeless shelters,
California National Guard armories
and large-group facilities. The program provides shelter, warmth,
food and comfort to homeless individuals during the cold and wet
winter season. With El Niño possibilities looming, Naomi Goldman,
spokeswoman for LAHSA, said the
city and county have been engaged
in a “hands-on” coordinated effort
for six months.
Part of the effort has included targeting homeless people in encampments near high-risk flood areas.
Goldman said LAHSA identified
700-1,000 people living in highrisk areas and encouraged them to
move to safer ground or find shelter.
“Through outreach, we have
been alerting those people of the

WeHo approves outreach for transit extension
From page 1

to the San Fernando Valley. Plans
include media outreach, engagement programs, polling, business
assessment, coalition building and a
new website.
The second approved measure
directs city staff to continue to
investigate the possibility of giving voters the option to raise the
city’s sales tax to help pay for the
Crenshaw Line expansion, which
could cost at least $4.5 billion.
(Every 1 percent of sales tax correlates to consumers paying one
cent for each dollar of taxable
goods purchased.) The money
generated could also go toward
rail enhancements and affordable
housing developments near the
transit stop. According to West
Hollywood staff, each .25 percent
increase would generate approxi-
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Selma Avenue Elementary School students performed on
stage at the school’s holiday programs before winter break.
Steve Zimmer, above, LAUSD board president and District 4
representative, visited Selma Avenue Elementary School and
Stoner Avenue Elementary School this month to alleviate some
of the stress for families in the district.
“This year, we had the opportunity to help out by giving over 50
bags full of food and basic necessities to families,” Zimmer
said.

photo by Edwin Folven

The Winter Shelter Program includes storage to help encourage people
to find the safe haven from the tough winter weather.

(323)758-4670. Free transportation
to First to Serve, Inc. is available
every day at 4:30 p.m. near
MacArthur Park at 647 Park View
St.
Those in need of emergency shelter are encouraged to go directly to

one of the listed pick-up points for
free transportation, rather than the
site address, unless otherwise indicated. Most shelters will open at
approximately 5 p.m.
For information, call (800)5486047 or 2-1-1, or visit lahsa.org.

photo by Gregory Cornfield

West Hollywood residents may get the chance to vote on a sales tax that
could help bring a below-grade train to the city.

to you this time either, maybe in
another 30 or 40 years.’ Both of
these items are strategic ways to
[do what’s best for residents] so
West Hollywood isn’t treated like

the stepchildren of Los Angeles
County one more time.”
The city council directed staff to
return with updates in February or
March.

2015 saw new Petersen, Greek management
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discretionary funding for neighborhood projects and infrastructure
repairs for potholes and cracked
sidewalks. Voters narrowed the
field to Carolyn Ramsay, former
chief of staff for LaBonge, and
David Ryu, a community health
director, who competed in a runoff
election in May. Ryu ultimately
won the election, receiving 53 percent of the vote, and was sworn into
office at the end of June.
New leaders also emerged in
2015 in West Hollywood after an
election in March to fill three city
council seats. Voters elected former
West
Hollywood
City
Councilwoman Lindsey Horvath
and community activist Lauren
Meister;
Councilman
John
D’Amico held his seat. Long-time
West Hollywood Councilman John
Heilman, who had served on the
council since the city was incorporated in 1984, lost the March 3 election. He returned quickly, however,
when he won a special election in
June, filling a seat vacated by
Jeffrey Prang, who was elected Los
Angeles County Assessor.

Greek Theatre

The year began with a push by
residents living near the Greek
Theatre to continue operations
under
the
Nederlander
Organization. In late 2014, the Los
Angeles Department of Recreation
and Parks (RAP) Commission
selected Live Nation to operate the
venue, a decision the city council
did not support. RAP later decided
to operate the Greek Theatre itself
and hired the management firm
SMG in 2015 to oversee day-to-day
operations. The goal is to generate
more revenue for the city and to
provide broader accessibility for a
variety of promoters and styles of
music.

Museum Row

The Miracle Mile landscape
underwent major changes in 2015
with the completion of the Petersen
Automotive Museum. The museum
was closed for 14 months through
early December while the exterior
was re-designed with red paint and
flowing steel ribbons that convey
movement. The interior was transformed with interactive exhibits
,and a fleet of new cars was added
to the museum’s one-of-a-kind collection.
The Petersen anchors the western
end of Museum Row, which will

photo by Patricia Sanchez

After 14 months of reconstruction, the Petersen reopened its doors in
December.

also add the Academy Museum.
The Academy of Motion Pictures
Arts and Sciences project was
approved by the city council in June
after the Academy and a community organization came to terms over
impacts to the surrounding neighborhood. The museum will celebrate the movie industry. A glass
sphere is a defining design element.
Completion is expected by early
2018.
The Los Angeles County
Museum of Art also made headlines
in 2015 with its 50th anniversary
celebration in April. The museum
celebrated its anniversary with the
“50 for 50” exhibit displaying
donated artworks by masters such
as Cabrera, Degas and Monet.
Approximately one month later,
LACMA mourned the loss of artist
Chris Burden who created the
“Urban Light” artwork, the collection of antique streetlights at the
entrance
facing
Wilshire
Boulevard.

Metro Subway

Construction of the Metro Purple
Line subway extension remained a
major issue in 2015, and it promises
to continue to affect the neighborhood well into the future. Major
construction began on a subway
station this fall near Wilshire
Boulevard and La Brea Avenue.
Wilshire Boulevard has been
reduced to two lanes in each direction while the walls around the
underground station are completed.
One of the main components of
the construction is scheduled next
spring when Metro plans to complete decking at street-level over
the station, a precursor to further
underground construction and tun-

neling. Metro has proposed a full
closure of Wilshire Boulevard
between La Brea and Highland
Avenues for seven weeks or 22
weekends to complete the work.
Councilman David Ryu, in conjunction with multiple city departments, is expected to choose which
closure option to use during the
early part of next year.

Development

Many construction projects
moved ahead after recessioncaused delays making 2015 a
dynamic year for development.
However, one of the highest-profile
projects – the Hollywood
Millennium Project – remained
mired in controversy. Lawsuits by
community groups sought to block
the project’s two towers from rising
on property near the Capitol
Records building. The state had
also raised concerns about earthquake risk in the area.
In June, a Los Angeles Superior
Court Judge invalidated the project’s environmental impact report,
which halted the project until the
city approves a new EIR. The
developer has vowed to continue
the project, and it is uncertain when
the next step will begin.
Other projects, such as 8150
Sunset, faced strong opposition
early in the year but ended with
support. Architect Frank Gehry
redesigned the mixed-use project at
the southwest corner of Sunset and
Crescent Heights Boulevards at the
former Garden of Allah Hotel site
and released the new design at the
end of August. Residents in the surrounding neighborhood, who had
previously opposed the development, praised the new plan that cre-

Girls to be peers for other girls on AHF float
From page 1

mended to AHF by Project Kindle,
a summer camp for children with
HIV and other illnesses. The other
two were referred by an AHF board
member and Read Lead, an organization providing reading and literacy
programs throughout Los Angeles
County. The riders are Jenna Vargas,
11, of Silverlake; Iliana McDonald,
10, of Compton; Sarah Sheppard, 11,
of Seffner, Florida; Tatianna Lindsey,
11, of Chicago; and Gloria Gallarzo,
10, of Glendale, Arizona.
Jill Vargas, Jenna Vargas’ mother,
said the experience of her daughter
being selected to ride on the float has
been empowering for the family. She
said she hopes all the girls will serve
as role models for others.
“That is why my daughter decided
to do this,” Jill Vargas said. “She
wanted to show that HIV isn’t a bad
thing, it’s just something. We found

out three weeks ago (that she would
be riding on the float). It just keeps
getting better.”
Jenna said she was initially uncertain about accepting the offer to ride,
and later realized it is a chance to
help others.
“When I found out I could be in
the Rose Parade, I said, ‘let me think
about it,’” Jenna said. “But I realized
I am tired of hiding my status. I am
excited to be on the float and to be
brave and come out with my story.”
Gloria Gallarzo said she learned a
month ago that she was selected to
ride on the float, and it has been a
life-changing experience.
“I am really excited to go on the
float. It will be an experience I will
never forget,” Gloria said. “When I
first heard I was going to be riding on
the float I wasn’t sure what I was in
for. When I saw it, I was just really
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The Supreme Court ruled in favor of Marriage Equality, causing a large
West Hollywood “Decision Day celebration.

“I realized I am
tired of hiding my
status. I am excited to be on the
float and to be
brave and come
out with my
story.”

-Jenna Vargas

excited. My mom has been telling
everybody.”
Gloria’s mother, Kristina Gallarzo,
said she was moved to tears when
she first saw the float, which is being
designed by Fiesta Floats in
Irwindale. Volunteers and workers

photo courtesy of the Greek Theatre

Los Angeles Rec and Parks decided not to renew their agreement with
Nederlander Concerts, leading to controversy around management policy for 2015.

ated five distinct structures around
a central plaza.
The partially completed Target
store in Hollywood at the corner of
Sunset Boulevard and Western
Avenue, remained a source of contention.
Councilman
Mitch
O’Farrell, 13th District, and the Los
Angeles Planning Department, are
developing a plan to change the
city’s specific plans (long-term zoning regulations) for the property so
construction on the store can continue. Opponents earlier filed a lawsuit challenging the project’s zoning, which forced construction to
halt in 2014. An appeal of the court
ruling is pending. Opponents have
vowed to file another lawsuit if new
changes are approved by the city
council allowing the project to
resume.

Looking Ahead

The coming year promises to be
as dynamic as 2015, with city

are busy glueing flowers and putting
the finishing touches on the float in
preparation for the Rose Parade
tomorrow morning.
“I am ecstatic,” Kristina Gallarzo
said. “Gloria doesn’t have a peer to
look up to, so I want her to be that
peer for other girls. I want people to
look at her and say, ‘I’m just like
her.’”
In addition to riding on the
float, AHF treated the girls to a
private tea party reception at
Yamashiro
restaurant
in
Hollywood. They also had their
hair and makeup done at Studio
DNA Salon, which is owned by
Aubrey Loots and Danny Leclair,
a same-sex couple who was married on AHF’s Rose Parade float
in 2014. This year’s Rose Parade
marks the fifth year in a row AHF
has sponsored a float. Kenslea
said the parade is a high-profile
event that enables AHF to spread
its message about prevention and
services to a worldwide audience.
AHF’s float will be one of 44

leaders tackling issues such as
homelessness and the threat of El
Niño. The city council has called
for $100 million to address homelessness but has yet to identify all
the funding sources. Short-term
approaches, such as keeping shelters open during the winter, as
well as long-term solutions, such
as creating housing, remain at the
forefront.
Development also promises to
be a key issue in 2016, as projects
such as the Palladium Residences
and a mixed-use development at
the Crossroads of the World site
are set to transform the
Hollywood skyline. And while
local city and county elections are
not scheduled until 2017, the
November presidential election
promises to keep politics on
everyone’s minds. One thing that
is sure to remain constant is that
change will continue to shape
community in 2016.

floats in the Rose Parade, which also
includes dozens of marching bands
and equestrian groups. The 5.5-mile
parade starts at 8 a.m. near the corner
of Orange Grove and Colorado
Boulevards in Pasadena. The
parade’s theme is “Find Your
Adventure,” and 2016 grand marshal
is award-winning filmmaker Ken
Burns. For information on attending
the parade, visit www.tournamentofroses.com.
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BATHTUBS
BATHTUBS
& SINKS

OLD-WORN-STAINED-CHIPPED

We Refinish Like New
At Your Site!
Also
Fiberglass
Tub
Repairs
All WorkGuranteed

Rick’s Porcelain
Refinishing
8033 Sunset Blvd. #802
W. Hollywood, CA 90046

1-800-200-TUBS
(323) 851-9142

BUSINESS & SERVICE DIRECTORY
HARDWARE

SCREENS • DOORS
HARDWARE

SALES & INSTALLATIONS
7769 SANTA MONICA BL.

WEST HOLLYWOOD

(323)248-0840
www.tashmans.com
Since 1961

Family Owned & Operated

APT. FOR RENT

2 Bedroom, 2 Bath
in West Hollywood.
Newly remodeled, new
appliances plus carpet.
$3,000/mo.
Call (323)715-0742
or (323)654-8123

COMPUTER

The

Disc Doc
Computer Problems?
I CAN HELP!

• Troubleshooting
• Lessons
• Purchase Consultation
• Phone Support

Joel Rothman

323.240.5112

TheDiskDoc@mac.com

ADVERTISING SALES

Advertising Sales
Representative
Ideal candidate has
advertising sales expeience,
outstanding organizational
skills, computer skills
Graphic design skills
welcomed!
Send resume to
Michael@beverlypress.com

Don’t Drink and Drive.
Designate a driver,
call a taxi, Uber, Lyft

Follow us on
Facebook & Twitter!
Park Labrea News
Beverly Press

To place an ad call
(323)933-5518
or email
Karen@beverlypress.com

NEWSPAPERS

PARK LABREA NEWS
& BEVERLY PRESS
5150 WILSHIRE BLVD. #330
P.O. BOX 36036

LOS ANGELES, CA 9006

323.933.5518
www.beverlypress.com
www.parklabreanews.com

Follow us on
Facebook & Twitter
for the latest news!

STUCCO & DRYWALL
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Jobs not jail!
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UPHOLSTERY

ALAKAZAM

UPHOLSTERY & DRAPERY
Affordable Prices
Commercial & Residential
Every Style:
Sofas, Chairs, Slipcovers
Replace Feather Proof Lining
Broad Selection of Fabrics,
Draperies & Roman Shades
HIGHEST QUALITY
WORKMANSHIP
Call Rosie for FREE Estimate
310-491-8409
West Hollywood

WEB DESIGN

™

INDUSTRIES
“ No t h i n g St o p s A B u l l e t L i k e A Jo b”

For 22 years, Homeboy Industries, a nationally recognized
successful gang-intervention program, has provided jobs and free support
services to former gang members and at-risk youth from more than half
of the 1,100 known gangs in Los Angeles County. Homeboy businesses,
including Homeboy Bakery and Homegirl Café, offer hands-on training
and experience in a safe work environment. The program also offers mental
health counseling, legal services, education, job counseling and tattoo
removal services, which offer hope and opportunity to participants. But we
need your help to keep our doors open.
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To place an ad call
(323)933-5518
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Karen@beverlypress.com
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