
WeHo Clamps Down on Scavenger Recyclers

Aquarter-century ago,
AIDS Project Los
Angeles (APLA) held the

country’s first AIDS Walk, and
the star-studded event has
remained the group’s largest pri-
vate fundraising source ever
since. 

So APLA staffers were con-
cerned when they discovered that
AIDS Healthcare Foundation
(AHF) had scheduled the first
ever California AIDS Walk just
three weeks before the 26th annu-
al AIDS Walk Los Angeles.

In response, APLA has filed a
lawsuit, claiming copyright
infringement and demanding that
AHF change the date of their
event.  

Craig Thompson, executive
director of APLA, said the name
California AIDS Walk does not

accurately describe the event,
which will be held in Griffith
Park in late September and will
include a concert, carnival rides,
and food, in addition to a five
kilometer walk. He also said the
event’s advertising looks very
much like the ads AIDS Walk Los
Angeles has used for the last sev-
eral years. 

“If it was called something
else, and if it was not three weeks
before our event, I think we’d be
very supportive,” Thompson said.
We’re always supportive of other
nonprofits attempting to raise
desperately needed money. But
we are very concerned about con-
fusion. We’ve gotten calls at all
levels, from corporate sponsors,
donors, walkers, even the city of
West Hollywood called saying
we couldn’t change the date with-
out talking to them.”

Want to read books on your
iPhone? There’s an app
for that. Feel like playing

classic video games, like Tetris?
There’s an app for that. Found a
pothole on the street and you want
the City of Los Angeles to know?
There’s an app for that too. 

In mid-April, Los Angeles City
Council President Eric Garcetti’s
office began a pilot program in the
13th Council District for an iPhone
application called Garcetti 311.
Using the app, citizens can directly
contact Garcetti’s office to inform
the staff about various issues,
including potholes, graffiti, aban-
doned trash and dead animals.

“I’ve always believed that gov-
ernment should be at people’s
doorsteps and this puts it in the
palm of their hands,” Garcetti said.
“Technology can help the commu-
nity and this is a great example of
that.”

The app is available for free from
the iTunes store. It allows commu-
nity members to take pictures of
issues of concern, leave comments
and send them directly to Garcetti’s
office, which in return sends them
to the appropriate department at
city hall. It also sends the user’s
physical location, using global
positioning technology, without the
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n Decision Lauded in
Local Community

WWW.BEVERLYPRESS.COM

BY TIM POSADA                    

Since he lost his job working
security in Las Vegas last
year, Lansing Beard, a 53-

year-old army veteran, has slept
on a mattress on the side of the
road near the corner of Genesee
Avenue and Sunset Boulevard. 

Starting at 6 a.m. every morn-
ing, Beard pulls his cart through
the streets of West Hollywood,
salvaging bottles and cans from
trash and recycling bins. By noon,
when the cart weighs 300 pounds,
he redeems his bounty, then starts
all over again in the afternoon.
When the redemption center clos-
es at 5 p.m., he might have $60 to
show for 11 hours of work. 

“I never thought I’d be doing
this this long,” Beard said. “When
I left Vegas, I thought I’d be here
six months tops. That’s the thing
about being homeless — time just
slips away from you so easily, you
don’t even notice it. One minute,
you’ve been on the streets a
month, the next minute, it’s been a
year.”

Beard supported himself the
same way from 1998 to 2004,
when he was last homeless. Back

then, he said maybe 20 people
supported themselves recycling in
West Hollywood. Now, at least 50
people make a living scavenging
just in the area of the city that
Beard works — between Crescent
Heights Boulevard and La Brea
Avenue.

But after years of resident com-
plaints, the City of West
Hollywood is drafting an ordi-
nance that would make it easier to
cite, arrest and prosecute people
who go through city trash and
recycling bins.  

Lauren Meister, president of the

West Hollywood West Residents
Association, outlined the concerns
many residents have voiced about
scavenging.

“First of all, it’s a little scary,
because sometimes people come
at five-thirty in the morning,”

See Recycling page 20

n Many Homeless
People Depend on
Othersʼ Discards to
Make a Living

photo by Ian Lovett

Lansing Beard spends much of his day searching for recyclables in West Hollywood, and depends on recy-
cling to get the money he needs to survive. 

Garcetti 311 App is Hotline to City Hall AIDS Organizations 
Stage Dueling Walks

photo courtesy of the 13th Council District Office

Los Angeles City Council President Eric Garcetti, 13th District, says his
iPhone application makes it easier for residents to report problems.

Judge Rules
Prop. 8
Violates 
Constitution 

United States District Court
Judge Vaughn Walker ruled
Wednesday that Proposition

8, which in 2008 outlawed same-
sex marriage in California, was
unconstitutional. 

The decision is expected to be
appealed to the 9th Circuit Court of
Appeals. Still, the ruling was
received with joy in West
Hollywood, where supporters of
gay marriage held a rally in West
Hollywood Park. 

Noah Edwardsen, a 26-year-old
local resident, attended the rally. 

“I don’t think I’ve ever been hap-
pier about a court decision in my
life,” Edwardsen said. “To go from
a place where you don’t think mar-
riage is a possibility to a place
where you know someday it will
be, that’s one of the greatest gifts
you could ever receive. I’m speech-
less.” 

Many local lawmakers, including
California Assemblymember Mike

www.hollywoodtoyota.com
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C a l e n d a r
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Experience Imaginary Animal Space with
‘The Nonlife Zoo’
Running through August 23, Royal/T and Mollaspace present “The
Nonlife Zoo” pop up space, an imaginary visual of animal existence on
earth at the Roayl/T café, shop and art space, located at 8910
Washington Blvd. On Friday, August 6, “A Night in the Jungle” will feature
cocktails and vegetarian tapas, such as Portobello Sliders with Roasted
Bell Pepper, from 8 p.m. - 1 a.m. On Saturday, August 7, “A Day at the
Zoo” will provide entertainment for children, such as face painting, veg-
etarian small plates and a watermelon drink, from noon - 4 p.m. Children
can also sample cupcakes from the Animal Cupcake Corner, including
giraffe, zebra and tiger-themed varieties, in addition to a costumed tiger
character who will give young guests rides in the Cartz Royale.
Admission for Friday is $10 in advance and $15 at the door. Admission
for the Saturday event is free. For information, visit
www.mollaspace.com.
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5 Classics at the
Hollywood Bowl

Music director, Gustavo
Dudamel, will perform

tonight at the Hollywood Bowl with
an international program of music
from the Americas, alongside
soloist, Isabel Leonard, as they per-
form “The Little Train of the
Caipira” from Bachianas Brasileras
No. 2, Falla’s Three-Cornered Hat
Suite No. 2, Falla’s Seven Popular
Spanish Songs and Ravel’s Bolero.
Tickets are on sale at the Hollywood
Bowl Box Office at 2301 N.
Highland Ave., by phone order at
(323)850-2000 and online at
www.hollywoodbowl.com.

6 Feuer Educates
Seniors on  Scams

Assemblymember Mike Feuer and
the Sherman Oaks Chamber of

Commerce will host a free workshop
to provide tips on how to spot and
avoid financial scams targeted at
senior citizens, at the Sherman Oaks
Library, located at 14245 Moorpark
Dr., on Friday, August 6, from noon to
2 p.m. The workshop will discuss
ways scammers try to take advantage
of the elderly, including identity theft,
utilities and Medicare fraud, home
loan schemes and unsolicited mail or
phone tactics. For information, visit
www.assembly.ca.gov/feuer.

Power Pop at The
Joint

Power pop musician, Dave Rave,
will perform at the International

Pop Overthrow festival in Los
Angeles at The Joint, located at 8771
W. Pico Blvd., on Friday, August 6,
at 9:30 p.m. Dave’s debut rock
album, “Live With What You
Know”, on Bongo Beat Records, fea-
tures songs like “Anne-Marie” to be
performed live. Admission is $10.
For information, call (310)275-2619
or visit www.internationalpopover-
throw.com.

Fremont Library
Book Sale

This weekend, the John C Fremont
Library, located at 6121 Melrose

Warhol and Hopper

In conjunction with the Dennis
Hopper Film Series, Los Angeles

Filmforum presents “Warhol/Hopper:
Films by Andy Warhol featuring
Dennis Hopper”, screening Warhol’s
“Screen Tests Reel #4” (1964–65) and
“Tarzan and Jane Regained Sort Of”
(1964), an avant-garde parody of the
classic “Tarzan” films of the 1930s
and 1940s. The rarely seen “Tarzan
and Jane” was shot in Los Angeles in
October of 1963 while Warhol was in
town for his second exhibition at
Ferus Gallery. The films will run in
the Spielberg Theatre at the Egyptian,
at 6712 Hollywood Blvd. Admission
is $9.99. For information, visit
www.lafilmforum.org.

Amphitheatre Kids
Koncert

Peter Alsop’s Kids Koncerts and
Interactive Theater and

Creative PlayGround will take the
stage on Sunday, August 8, at 11
a.m., at the Will Geer Theatricum
Botanicum, 1419 N. Topanga
Canyon Blvd., as part of Family
Fundays in August. Joining Alsop is
Gwendolyn & the Goodtime Gang.
Admission is $8 and a $1 discount
per ticket for families or groups of
five or more. For information, call
(310)455-3723 or visit www.the-
atricum.com.

9 Wounded Warriors
Golf and Tennis

The Mountaingate Veterans
Appreciation Tournament will

host its fourth annual golf and ten-
nis event at the Mountain Gate
Country Club, located in West Los
Angeles, on Monday, August 9.
Four Congressional Medal of Honor
recipients will participate in the
event to raise funds for the
Wounded Warrior Project, an orga-
nization that serves seriously
wounded veterans of the Iraq and
Afghanistan wars. Sponsorship falls
into four categories: Platinum for
$10,000, Gold for $6,000, Silver for
$3000 and Tee for $1,000.

Breakfast, lunch and an awards
reception are included. For informa-
tion, call (310)205-7736 or visit
www.mvat.org.

Beverly Hills for the
Queen

The Beverly Hills Forum will pre-
sent “For Queen and Country…in

the Blair Administration – Reflections
of the UK Attorney General” with
Lord Peter Goldsmith at the Beverly
Hills City Council Chambers, located
at 455 N. Rexford Dr., at 7:30 p.m.
Lord Goldsmith served as the United
Kingdom’s Attorney General from
2001-2007, prior to which he was in
private practice as one of the leading
barristers in London. He became
Queen’s Counsel in 1987 at the age of
37. Lord Goldsmith was appointed
Attorney General in 2001, acting as
chief legal adviser to the government
on matters of domestic, European and
international law. Admission is free of
charge and parking is available in the
Civic Center parking structure.

10 Celebrate
“Donna/Modonna”

“Donna/Madonna”, a play about
two wildly different women

who share a common bond through a
son, will hit the main stage of
Celebration Theatre, located at 7051
Santa Monica Blvd., on Tuesday,
August 10, at 8 p.m., and run every
Tuesday through August 31.
Admission is $15. For information,
visit www.celebrationtheatre.com.

11 The Blues King is
Back in Town

B.B. King, the reigning master of
rhythm and blues for more than

four decades, and Buddy Guy, a pio-
neer of Chicago blues, who influenced
rock legends such as Clapton and
Hendrix, will return to the Hollywood
Bowl stage on Wednesday, August 11,
at 8 p.m. Guy will open the evening of
blues. Both B.B. King and Buddy Guy
are Rock and Roll Hall of Fame
inductees. Tickets are on sale at the
Hollywood Bowl Box Office at 2301
N. Highland Ave., by phone order at
(323)850-2000 and online at
www.hollywoodbowl.com.

Complete Automotive Service - We Do It All!
• Tires
• Brakes
• Shocks & Struts

• Lube & Oil
• Air Conditioning
• Wheel Alignment

• CV Boots
• Timing Belts
• Water Pumps

• Foreign & Domestic

• All Years, Makes & Models

• Latest Computerized Diagnostic Services

• Computerized Customer Service Files

105 South Fairfax Ave. at 1st St.
(323)931-1481 • (323)936-6141

Chuck’s Auto &Chuck’s Auto & Dream Machines, Inc. Dream Machines, Inc. 

Classic Ford
Mustangs 

1965-1970
Sales &

Restoration
Serving the 

Fairfax District 
for 50 Years

Ave., will hold its monthly book
sale  on Friday, August 6, from 1:30
p.m. – 5 p.m., and Saturday, August 7,
from noon – 5 p.m. Sale items include
bargain books and rarities, CDs, audio
books, DVDs and videos. Donations
will also be accepted.

7 “Carry it On” to
the Will Geer

“Carry it On” will premiere at
the Will Geer Theatricum

Botanicum, located at 1419 N.
Topanga Canyon Blvd., on Saturday,
August 7, at 4 p.m. The show, adapt-
ed and directed by Ellen Geer,
chronicles different historical eras as
the audience experiences national
struggles and victories through the
eyes of those who lived them, like

Abraham Lincoln, Mark Twain,
Martin Luther King, Jr., Rosa Parks
and Mother Jones. Admission ranges
from $10 to $32. For information,
visit www.theatricum.com.

8 Disney Hall Jazzes
Up

Singer and comedian, Michael B.
Levin, and Broadway star, Kevin

Earley, will perform songs made pop-
ular by Frank Sinatra, Tony Bennett
and others in “Frank, Tony & The
Maestro: Cocktails to Classics” on
Sunday, August 8, at 2 p.m. at the
Walt Disney Concert Hall, located at
111 S. Grand Ave. Admission ranges
from $30 to $98. For information,
call (626)300-8200 or visit www.cal-
phil.org.

www.altlive.org


Three new murder charges
were filed Tuesday against a

suspect who is believed to have
killed three members of the same
family in Hollywood’s Little
Armenia District, as well as mur-
dering a prostitute on Sunset
Boulevard in an unrelated inci-
dent last spring.

Alberd Tersargyan, 60, now
faces a total of four counts of
murder, and appeared in court
Wednesday for an arraignment.
He did not enter a plea, and a new
hearing was scheduled for August
13, according to Jane Robison, a
spokesperson for the Los Angeles
County District Attorney’s
Office. 

Tersargyan was previously
charged with the March 26 mur-
der of 38-year-old Karine
Hakobyan, who was shot once in
the head as she sat in her car out-
side her apartment in the 5800
block of Lexington Avenue.
Police believe Tersargyan had an
obsession with Hakobyan and
had been stalking her prior to the
murder. 

Tersargyan was charged
Tuesday with the murders of
Hakobyan’s husband, Khachik
Safaryan, and her eight-year-old
daughter, Lusine. They were

found dead inside the family’s
apartment in the 1200 block of
Tamarind Avenue in December
2008. According to Det. Kevin
Whelan, with the Los Angeles
Police Department’s Robbery-
Homicide Division, Tersargyan
was a family friend of the vic-
tims. Investigators contend that
Tersargyan killed Safaryan and
the couple’s eight-year-old
daughter in an attempt to become
closer to Hakobyan, and later
murdered her when she rebuffed
his advances. The family is sur-
vived by a 14-year-old daughter
who reportedly now lives with
relatives. That daughter came
home to find the bodies of her
father and sister in the initial inci-
dent, and also found her mother’s
body earlier this year.

Tersargyan reportedly came to
the United States from Armenia
10 years ago and settled in
Hollywood’s Little Armenia
District. He later became close
friends with Safaryan and
Hakobyan around 2003, after the
couple also immigrated to
Hollywood from Armenia. 

Investigators described
Tersargyan as a former member
of the Armenian Army, and said
he was one of many acquain-
tances of the victims that detec-

Park Labrea News/Beverly Press 3 August 5, 2010

Chanting slogans such as “Up
With the People, Down With

La Migra” and waving signs that
read “Justice for Immigrants” and
“Arizona Resiste”, approximately
200 people demonstrated in the
intersection of Highland Avenue
and Wilshire Boulevard on July 29
against the Arizona immigration
law, SB 1070.

The demonstration blocked traf-
fic on both Highland Avenue and
Wilshire Boulevard for at least four
hours as several demonstrators
chained themselves together while
lying on the ground in the middle of
the intersection. Police declared the
protest an unlawful assembly
around 2:00pm, but gave protesters
time to clear the area. Ten people
were arrested for refusing to com-
ply with the order to disperse,
according to Officer Rosario
Herrera, a Los Angeles Police
Department spokesperson.

The demonstration was held on
the same day the law took effect in
Arizona. A federal judge the previ-
ous day had blocked several provi-
sions of Arizona SB 1070, includ-
ing one that required police to
determine an individual’s immigra-
tion status when they are stopped,
and then arrest them if they are in
the country illegally. The demon-
stration was organized by Todos
Somos Arizona (We Are Arizona),

a grassroots pro-immigration group
that includes members from
throughout Los Angeles. The loca-
tion of the protest was chosen
because GS4 Wackenhut Security, a
company that contracts with the
federal government to provide
security services, has offices in a
building located at the corner of
Highland Avenue and Wilshire
Boulevard. Many of the demonstra-
tors accused GS4 Wackenhut of
being involved in efforts to deport
illegal immigrants.

Molly Talcott, one of the organiz-

ers with Todos Somos Arizona, said
the demonstrators wanted to show
support for the immigrant popula-
tion in Arizona.

“We are here acting in the spirit
of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. in
response to unjust laws,” Talcott
said. “We want to stand up to say
SB 1070 is unjust. It doesn’t just
affect people in Arizona, there are
similar laws planned in many other
states.”

Another demonstrator, Hamid
Kahn, said he was involved primar-

See Murder page 21See Protest page 18

n Protesters Chain
Themselves Together 
in Show of Solidarity n Suspect Also Faces Charges in an Unrelated

Homicide on Sunset Boulevard

New Charges Filed in Murder
of Family in Hollywood

photo by  Edwin Folven

Demonstrators chanted and carried signs with slogans such as "Justice
for Immigrants" during the protest on July 29 at Wilshire and Highland.

Demonstrators Against Arizona Law Block Wilshire

BY EDWIN FOLVEN                   

BY EDWIN FOLVEN                   

www.lutherburbanksavings.com


of discussion. Waters contacted
former Treasury Secretary Henry
Paulson in September of 2008 to
set up the meeting. While she did
not physically participate in the
meeting, her involvement has been
questioned because of her conflict
of interest. Waters will present her
case to the ethics committee in
official proceedings this fall.

Waters is formally being
accused by the ethics committee of
violating House Rule 23, clause 3,
which states, “A member, officer,
or employee of the House of
Representatives shall receive no
compensation, nor shall he (or she)
permit any compensation to accrue
to his (or her) beneficial, interest
from any source.” 

Waters defended her actions,
claiming that she has always sup-
ported minority-owned banks like
OneUnited.

“The accusations against me
stem from work I have done
throughout my decades of public
service as an advocate for minority
communities and businesses in
California and nationally,” Waters

said in the statement.
Robert Cooper, former vice

president and current senior coun-
sel of OneUnited Bank and chair-
man-elect of the NBA, and Kevin
Cohee, chairman of OneUnited
Bank, requested the meeting and
were present at it, along with an
NBA lawyer. Three months later,
OneUnited received the bail out
funds. The report states that
Cooper and Cohee were contacted
for interviews but refused to par-
ticipate. Waters said she was sim-
ply following up on a previous
meeting request by the NBA and
believes her actions are consistent
with the type of communication
other members of congress do on a
routine basis.

“The suggestion that I could
gain personally from one phone
call made to assist the National
Bankers Association in getting a
meeting with the Treasury
Department is not credible,”
Waters said. “Even the OCE
acknowledges that the meeting
resulted in no action. Although it

The House Committee on
Standards of Official Conduct

filed a formal case Monday against
Congresswoman Maxine Waters
(D-California) for ethics viola-
tions. In a case under review since
April 2009, Waters is accused of
using political influence to help
OneUnited Bank, the largest
African American owned bank in
the country, to receive $12 million
in bail out funds in 2008. Water’s
husband, Sidney Williams, was a
board member of OneUnited Bank
at the time. 

“Starting with the Office of
Congressional Ethics report
released today, the record will

clearly show that in advocating on
behalf of minority banks, neither
my office nor I benefited in any
way, engaged in improper action
or influenced anyone,” Waters said
in a statement issued Monday that
responded to the charges.

Waters serves as the California
representative for the 35th District,
elected to a 10th term in the House
of Representatives with 80 percent
of the vote in November 2008. She
has served in public office for
more than 30 years, and represents
a large part of Central Los
Angeles, Inglewood, Gardena,
Hawthorne, Lawndale and sec-
tions of Playa Del Ray and
Westchester. She is a member of
various committees and subcom-
mittees on issues ranging from
immigration and homeland securi-
ty to housing development and
African American women’s issues.

Coinciding with the formal

charges, the ethics committee also
released the August 2009 report on
the case conducted by the Office
of Congressional Ethics (OCE) in
the case. The OCE, which is gov-
erned by eight private citizens,
recommend that the House
Committee on Standards of
Official Conduct, an independent
organization comprised of 10
Democratic and 10 Republican
representatives, further review the
matter. 

The OCE’s report focused on a
meeting that took place in
September 9, 2008, between of
National Bankers Association

(NBA) representatives and
Treasury Department officials,
where OneUnited was main topic
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Cathedral Chapel School 
Kindergarten through Eighth Grade

755 South Cochran Avenue • Los Angeles, CA  90036
A Member of the Miracle Mile Community since 1930

A Catholic Education is an Advantage for Life

• Academic Decathlon Program
• Honors Math Program
• Spanish Program
• Instrumental Music Program
• Departmentalized Junior High
• Extended Day Care
• CYO Sports
• Lunch Service
• Outreach Concern Counseling Program
• Computer Lab with Internet Access
• Fully Accredited by WASC and WCEA

Call for information:
(323)938-9976

www.cathedralchapelschool.org

STILL 

ACCEPTING

APPLICATIONS

In response to the item in the
July 29 issue that Mayor

Antonio Villaraigosa has nomi-
nated Michael LoGrande as the
new director of the Los Angeles
Planning Department, we as a
community must object and resist
this nomination.

For the past six years, I have
attempted to comply with con-
flicting policies and directives
from the city’s zoning and plan-
ning departments.  It has cost me
thousands of dollars and hun-
dreds of hours. Mr. LoGrande has
been involved with my case and
has consistently put bureaucracy
ahead of common sense.  His
actions prove he is the antithesis
of “transparency” he claims in
the article. After 13 years how
could he be anything but com-
plicit in the city’s incoherent zon-
ing and planning policies?  

Anybody who cares about
planning and zoning issues for
the city must oppose Mr.
LoGrande.  He should not be

rewarded with a promotion after
a career of indifference to the
people of Los Angeles. I hope
that our city council representa-
tives will put Mr. LoGrande
through a rigorous confirmation
process. Be assured that citizens
and business owners will do what
we can to ensure that the Mr.
LoGrande’s 13 years of choosing
bureaucracy over transparency
are brought to light, to fully
inform the council so he will not
be confirmed.

Craig Coogan
Genesee Avenue

Letters to the Editor

The Park Labrea News
and Beverly Press encour-
ages our readers to submit
Letters to the Editor via e-
mail at: 
editor@beverlypress.com.
Letters must be signed by the
author. Readers may also
submit comments to
www.beverlypress.com, or
www.parklabreanews.com.

Have an Opinion?
Sound Off!

Mayor is Making 
Poor Choice for 
Planning Director  

Congresswoman in Hot Water Over Bank Deal

See Waters page 22

n Rep. Maxine Waters
Faces Scrutiny Over
Alleged Ethics Violations

photo courtesy of the 

Rep. Maxine Waters is accused of
ethics violations for her involve-
ment in allegedly helping a bank
to secure federal funds.

BY TIM POSADA                    

http://www.lapowerplan.org/
http://www.cathedralchapelschool.org/
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Hundreds of local residents
came together with law

enforcement and public officials
Tuesday to show their communities
are united against crime.

The gatherings were part of the
27th annual National Night Out
Against Crime, an event held every
August that has grown to include
more than 36 million participants in
the United States. In the local area,
one of the largest National Night
Out observances was held at
Poinsettia Park in the Melrose
District, where approximately 250
people met with officers from the
Los Angeles Police Department’s
Wilshire Division and members of
the Los Angeles City Council.

While the event has a serious tone,
it has grown into a social gathering
where members of the community
get to know each other and learn
who they can turn to if problems
occur. Information on community
resources was available, and the
event also included live music and
food provided by Pink’s Hotdogs
and Canter’s Deli. 

The Poinsettia Park event was
organized by the Melrose Action
Neighborhood watch, a group
formed two-and-a-half years ago,
after the murder of Stanley Avenue
resident Katan Khaimov. Khaimov
was stabbed during an evening
walk and collapsed near the corner

of Romaine Street and Martel
Avenue. Although the murder
remains unsolved, the cohesion in
the community that came after the
incident remains strong, according
to Peter Nichols, co-founder of the
Melrose Action Neighborhood
Watch.

“This is a fantastic opportunity to
reach out to the community with
our law enforcement officials and
show an appreciation for their ded-
icated service in keeping us safe,”
Nichols said. “We have developed
a rapport that has benefitted our
community tenfold. We have been
able to mitigate some of the prob-

6 August 5, 2010 Park Labrea News/Beverly Press

�������	
��� ���
	�� ���	������������

��	��� ��
����
�������� �����

	�� ���	������������
���������  !�

�������	
���������
�"�	��#�


�����	
���������
���$�
 %��"�	��#�


����	������
&'()*+,-&.&+/01+&22�3*4

���$�


���	������
2)5667+()&+,-&.&+/01+&22�3*4

��������	������
�$88 9
�$�
�

����	��������
���	�����

���� 	!" 	�����
���$
��"$��� 9
�$�
�

$:&� �5+;� 	5-+&5� �&72� 5<'� �&.&+/0� �+&22
7&&;/0� <&72151&+2�� 1=-/(2:&'� *<�$:=+2'502�
�5(/� 2=-23+(1)(*<� (2� >!��� 5<<=5//0�� �&3+&&'
<&72151&+2� *6� ?&<&+5/� 3(+3=/5)(*<�� &<)()/&'� )*
1=-/(2:� /&?5/� 5'.&+)(2(<?�� 8&-�� !��� !���� -0
�=1&+(*+��*=+)��+'&+��*��������

������� �	
�

Neighbors Unite Against Crime 

Motorists
Warned About
Emergency
Sewer Project
Motorists are being warned

about delays caused by an
emergency sewer repair project
that began on August 2 at the inter-
section of San Vicente Boulevard
and 3rd Street, and is expected to
last approximately six to seven
weeks.

The contractor will be working
Monday thru Friday from 9 a.m. to
3 p.m. No parking signs will be
posted along the northbound lane
on San Vicente Boulevard between
3rd Street and Beverly Boulevard,
and on 3rd Street between Holt
Avenue and Sherbourne Drive.
There will also be no left turn turns
at the intersection of San Vicente
Boulevard and 3rd Street during
construction working hours,
although residents and businesses
will have local access.  

For information, call  (213)978-
0329.

photo by Edwin Folven

Capt. Bill Hart (center) and officer Arthur Gallegos, both of the LAPDʼs
Wilshire Division, met with residents of the Melrose District on Tuesday
during an observance of National Night Out Against Crime held at
Poinsettia Park. See Community page 21

BY EDWIN FOLVEN                   

www.farmersmarketla.com


http://www.n101.com/


The Los Angeles City Council
postponed making a decision

Tuesday on whether to allow a pro-

ject near the corner of Vine Street
and Selma Avenue to move for-
ward, and rescheduled the matter
for August 10. 

Plans call for an eight-story

office tower with ground-level
retail space to be constructed on the
northwest corner of the intersec-
tion, at a site that is currently occu-
pied by a surface parking lot and
Molly’s Burgers. Yusef Robb, a
spokesperson for Los Angeles City
Council President Eric Garcetti,
13th District, said city officials
delayed the matter because they are
in the process of determining the
future of Molly’s. Robb said
Garcetti supports the project, but
wants to ensure Molly’s will either
be incorporated into the new pro-
ject, or a new site can be found for
the hamburger stand. 

Ahearing for a project proposed
at the northwest corner of 3rd

Street and Fairfax Avenue by the
A.F. Gilmore Company, the owners

of the Original Farmers Market,
was held on July 28 as part of the
planning process. The hearing was
held by a zoning administrator from
the city’s planning department, who
is expected to make a decision on

the project within four weeks.
The A.F. Gilmore Company is

seeking to build a retail center at the
site of an existing surface parking
lot at the corner. The project would
consist of approximately 24,000
square feet of a retail space, includ-
ing one large building and four
smaller spaces, one of which would
likely be a restaurant or pub. The
project would also include a surface
parking lot on 3rd Street with
approximately 113 parking spaces. 

The development would not be
an expansion of the Original
Farmers Market. It will replace a lot
that was used as a pumpkin patch
during Halloween and a Christmas
tree lot, as well as Mordigan
Nurseries, which will close on
August 15. An approval by the zon-
ing administrator would allow the
project to proceed. Mark Panatier,
vice president of the A.F. Gilmore
Company, said the company is
eager to move forward with the
project, and that he does not antici-
pate any appeals to the planning
department’s decision.
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LINOLEUM CITYLINOLEUM CITY
4849 Santa Monica Blvd.

Hollywood, CA 90029
(323)469-0063

Serving the Community for over 60 Years. 
We understand your needs and deliver promptly.

Carpet • Vinyl • Hardwood Floors • Linoleum  • Tile     
Laminate Floors • Cork • Carpet Runners

Professionally Installed or Do-It-Yourself
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• Front and exterior doors
• Interior and closet doors
• Wood, fiberglass, aluminum 

& mirrored
• Sliding & folding doors
• French doors
• Patio doors
• Extensive selection 

of hardware

Call for a FREE ESTIMATE
323.656.7028

All work guaranteed • Bonded and Insured 
License #298720

Check out our website for all our products & specials
www.tashmans.com

7769 Santa Monica Blvd.
West Hollywood, CA 90069

We can replace 
1 window, 

1 door, 
or a whole house,

perfectally
installed.

Since 1961

SUMMER SALE

Muralist Pays Homage to
Roots and Inspiration

photo by Tim Posada

Street artist, Mear One, completed his latest mural of Art Nouveau
artist, Alphonse Mucha, on July 27, in the alley near La Brea

Avenue and 6th Street. Painted on the outside wall of Liz’s Antique
Hardware and The Loft at Liz’s, the mural is two-stories high and took
more than six weeks to create. Mear One collaborated with LA Art
Machine/Vox Humana, the Miracle Mile Art Walk, The Loft at Liz’s
and others to create the mural. On July 14, one day after a temporary
motion was passed by the Los Angeles City Hall that allows fine art
murals to be painted, Mear One power washed the two-story wall,
preparing it for a live art installation of the mural to honor his child-
hood neighborhood and his artistic inspirations, his mother, also an
artist, and Mucha, who died on July 14, 1939. For information, visit
www.mearone.com.

City Considers Retail Project at 3rd and Fairfax 

Council Postpones Decision on Vine Street Project

photo by Edwin Folven

A new retail center would replace a vacant lot at the corner of 3rd and
Fairfax if the city approves plans proposed by the A.F. Gilmore Company. 

BY EDWIN FOLVEN                   

BY EDWIN FOLVEN                   

photo by Edwin Folven

The future of Mollyʼs Burgers on Vine Street is being considered as part
of a plan to build an office tower at the site.

http://www.linoleumcity.com/history.htm
www.tashmans.com


Aperfectly delightful produc-
tion of Shakespeare’s early

comedy fills the summer air with
old-fashioned magic and rollicking
fun, simply staged, but using to its
advantage the great Plummer Park,
full of summer sounds of pickup
baseball games, the toc of tennis
racquets, the cries and the laughter
of children at play, their grandpar-
ents enjoying a Klesmer concert,
while the jingle of the ice cream
man’s bell signaling summer, and
the excitement of small boys
entranced at the gate to the court-
yard of Fiesta Hall, where the play
is set, all seem to respond to
Shakespeare’s whimsical fairy-
land. 

In The Classical Theatre Lab’s
Production, flesh and blood char-
acters, courtly or roughshod, mix
amiably with the fairies’ magic and
mystery – so con-
veniently being a
bit of both when
the occasion aris-
es. The stately, and
terrific Michael
Matthys is Theseus,
Duke of Athens
who becomes, in a
flash of magic,
Oberon, the King
of the Fairies, and
he’s just as fine in
both roles, while
the charming and
beautiful Angela
Nicholas swings
from Hippolyta,
serene bride of
Theseus, to the lusty Titania, mis-
chievous Queen of the Fairies
with similar ease. 

Cutely handsome Henry
Martone is quite as at ease as a
stately servant in Theseus’ palace,
as he is when he’s magicking his
way through the forest as Puck, or
Robin Goodfellow, doing
Oberon’s wicked mischief. Steve
Paterson, a natural comedian on
wheels, doubles in spades as
Egeus, the stern father of the love-
ly Hermia and Peter Quince, the
leader, writer and hilariously exas-

perated director of “The Most
Lamentable Comedy and Most
Cruel Death of Pyramus and
Thisby”, the play being rehearsed
by the ‘rude mechanicals’, to be
served up for the Royal Court
after the Duke’s wedding supper.
Bottom, the weaver (an amazing
Alexander Wells), mugs and plays
to the utmost, keeping the audi-

ence in stitches as
he’s bewitched by
the mischievous
fairies, obviously
enjoying his
rough, dummy
role and his mid-
summer night’s
dream as the
manipulated para-
mour of an inebri-
ated (something
I’ve never seen
before) Titania,
who is drugged by
Oberon into falling
in lascivious love
with an out-of-
shape weaver with

the head of an ass – courtesy of
Puck, of course; Stephen Weston as
Flute, a bellows mender, and
Thisby and Cobweb in dreamtime;
Paul Morgan Fredrix as Snout, a
tinker, as Wall and Peaseblossom;
Starveling, a tailor, Moonshine
and Moth, is amiably handled by
Amy Handleman; Alex Levin is a
riot as Snug, a joiner and Lion (in
the play within the play) and
Mustardseed, one of Titania’s
fairies, are all singularly and in
chorus, as good as it gets.

The main characters, who get
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photos courtesy of Sony Pictures

Angela Nichols plays Titania and Michael Matthys plays Oberon in “A
Midsummer Night's Dream”.

ʻMidsummer  ̓Proves a Dream of the Season

Cutely 
handsome

Henry Martone
is quite as at

ease as a
stately 

servant in
Theseus’
palace.

Mad About
Theatre

by Madeleine Shaner
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the least play, though what it is is
just fine, are Demetrius (Brett
Hamilton), who doesn’t know
what he wants; Lysander (Shawn
McCollum) the lover who doesn’t
want what he’s got; Hermia (Maria
Pasquarelli), who’s got it but loses
it; and Helena (Brittini Rae), who
got it even though she didn’t think
she deserved it, all courtesy of
Puck and Oberon of course, give
lovely, very physical perfor-
mances, tying up the simple, silly
tale with ribbons and bells. And all
directed to a fare-thee-well by a
clever and imaginative Chad
Restum. 

What a summer evening’s
delight! 

“A Midsummer Night’s Dream”
is over at Plummer Park, but will
play at Kings Road Park, 1000 N.
Kings Road, West Hollywood, on
Saturday and Sunday, August 7
and 8, 14 and 15 at 4:00pm.
Admission is free, but reserva-
tions are recommended. There is
seating, but you may need a blan-
ket. For information, call
(323)960-5691 or visit www.clas-
sicaltheatrelab.org.

www.belmontvillage.com
www.weho.org/jobs
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Michael Scott, the beloved (and
hated) manager of Dunder

Mifflin Paper Company, has a new
competitor for most uncomfortable
character, Barry. The common
denominator between both charac-
ters, Steve Carell plays ‘em both.
Alongside co-star Paul Rudd –
who’s no stranger to the awkward
with his exhaustingly nerve-
wrenching performance in “I Love
You, Man” – “Dinner for
Schmucks” is a half-mustered com-
edy, though the situational humor
just might make you sink into your
seat or cover your eyes.

Based on the French film, “The
Dinner Game”, director Jay Roach
(“Meet the Fockers”) explores the
nastier side of cultural hierarchies.
From the get go, divisions are made
between the 6th and 7th floor of
Tim’s (Rudd) office life. But when
opportunity knocks, Tim discovers
that moving upstairs has one small
hitch, attending a dinner that his
boss, Lance Fender (Bruce
Greenwood), hosts every month.
Ironically called a “dinner for win-
ners,” all attendees must bring a so-
called ‘idiot’ with them. Whoever
brings the most ‘pathetic person,
wins. 

Tim decides against the dinner
until he meets Barry (Carell) in a
chance encounter. With an inability
to detect sarcasm and a disturbing
addiction to mouse taxidermy, Tim
decides to invite Barry — a task
that causes him two days of pain
and discomfort. The game is set and
we must spend the movie learning
who the schmuck really is, the busi-
ness CEO or the “winner” at the
dinner table.

Like “What About Bob?” and
“Meet the Parents”, this kind of
humor isn’t for everyone. I found
myself twice as uncomfortable as
viewing any episode of “The
Office”, but not laughing nearly as
much. This is a film about slimy
people who mock, not the less
financially fortunate, but the social-

ʻDinner for Schmucks  ̓Replaces Biting
Sustenance with a Mild Course 

ly margined. The class struggle of
“Dinner for Schmucks” focuses on
societal division based on taste as
defined by the social elite. It’s clear
there’s a rich message here but the
jokes aren’t near the caliber they
should be to help us really see how
distraught such elitism gets. A film
like this should hit closer to home,
making the audience see them-
selves on screen — especially those
who are guilty of such indecent
behavior. The beauty of film is its
ability to externalize internal strug-

gles, and “Dinner with Schmucks”
doesn’t go deep enough into the
awfulness of the human mind.

Paul Rudd and Steve Carell join
ranks for the third time, coming off
two fantastic team-ups in
“Anchorman” and “The 40 Year
Old Virgin”. Judd Apatow was the
unifying factor for both those films
and he is severely missed here.
The pace is slow and the payoff is
superficial. Rather than bust-your-
side laughing, Rudd and Carell’s
character chemistry dwells in
chuckles. I will say, the many uses
of mice in taxidermy is the best
part of the film.

Hats off to Jemaine Clement,
who loosely plays himself in
“Flight of the Concords”, for his
role as eccentric artist, Kieran. I
never would’ve considered dress-
ing up like a faun as a source of
artistic inspiration when trying to
explore the animal self. Pan would
be proud. Fellow “Concordian”
Stephanie Szostak also steps it up
as Tim’s office manager Julia.
Though a fresh face, she’s sure to
be typecast as the monotone asex-
ual friend who says what other
people think.

In the past, these films tend to
cop out with an ugly duckling
moral. Underneath the nerdy exte-
rior lies a smoking hot babe in
“She’s All That”, and hard work
pays off in “The Pursuit of
Happyness”. While “Dinner for
Schmucks” scorns those it
attempts to elevate, at least it does-
n’t give our leading schmuck a
personality makeover. He’s OK
the way he is. We’re pushed to the
extreme as we consider what it
really means to accept people
when they go against everything
we consider “normal.”

“Dinner for Schmucks” is one of
the funnier films of the year, but it
should have been funnier still. It’s
not as slow as Carell’s “Date
Night”, but it’s not as genius as
Rudd’s “Role Models” either. 

photo courtesy of Paramount Pictures

Paul Rudd stars as Tim, an aspir-
ing worker who must prove he is
worthy of a better job by participat-
ing in a demeaning contest in
“Dinner for Schmucks”.

Beverly Hills Carmel Retirement Hotel
Serving the Community for Over 30 Years

Enjoy Life with New Friends and Daily Activities
For Independent and Assisted Living Needs

(310) 278-9720  • (310) 278-8323

8757 Burton Way & 
8750 Burton Way

Los Angeles, CA 90048
1/2 Bl. E. of Robertson Bl.

photo by Elena Sysoeva

The 2010 LA Shorts Film Festival ended Friday, July 30, with an
awards ceremony, hosted by Karanai Ravenscoft (right), event  pro-
grammer, at Capitol City Hollywood, located at 1615 N. Cahuenga
Blvd.  Six winners were announced that are now eligible for Oscar
nomination. This yearsʼ winner for Best Drama was “Paraphernalia”,
directed by John Williams; winner for Best Foreign Film was
“Between Heaven and Earth”, directed by York-Fabian Raabe; and
winner for Best of the Fest was “The Activist”, directed by Philip
Montgomery. In its 14th year, the screenings were held at
Laemmleʼs Sunset 5 Theatre from July 22 to July 29. The jury was
composed of Hollywood veterans such as Paula Wagner (producer
of “The Last Samurai” and founder of Chestnut Ridge Productions);
actors Thomas Jane and Tom Arnold; and David Ortiz, executive of
One Race Productions. As the largest short film festival in the world,
with more than 260 film screenings and nine days of educational
panels, the festival has become the industry standard for showcas-
ing and awarding undiscovered talent. In the past, 33 films have
received Oscar nominations and 11 have won. “La Maison en Petits
Cubes”, (“The House of Small Cubes”), directed by Kunio Kato, won
LA Shorts Fest Best Animation in 2008, and seven months later
received the Oscar for Best Animated Short Film at the 2009
Academy Awards. For a full list of winners, visit
www.lashortsfest.com.

Shorts Fest Announces Winners

photo courtesy of Paramount Pictures

Barry (Steve Carell), left, and Tim (Paul Rudd) star in the comedy “Dinner
for Schmucks”.

http://www.lcfcountryclub.com/
http://www.beverlyhillscarmel.com/


The Los Angeles City Council’s
Jobs and Business

Development Committee recently
approved a motion designed to
reduce taxes for approximately 535
small and medium-sized film pro-
duction companies.

The committee instructed the city
attorney to draft an ordinance that
would raise the Entertainment
Production Cap from $2.5 million
to $5 million. The city currently
assesses taxes on film production
companies using a flat fee of $145
on production costs up to $2.5 mil-
lion. An additional $1.30 is
accessed for each additional $1,000
in production costs above $2.5 mil-
lion. 

The motion also directs the Chief

Legislative Analyst (CLA) and City
Administrative Officer (CAO) to
report back to the committee on the
economic impact of the ordinance.
The report is expected to be ready
around the end of August.

If the entertainment production
cap were to be increased from $2.5
million to $5 million, at least 535
local production companies,
including post-production compa-
nies, boutique production houses
and commercial production compa-
nies, would receive a reduction in
taxes. Initial reports show the
adjustment would result in a
$382,889 decrease in the city’s tax
base, but would encourage more
companies to film in Los Angeles,
according to Alarcón.

Park Labrea News/Beverly Press 11 August 5, 2010

A HOLLYWOOD
LANDMARK
SINCE 1919

Finest Cuisine

11AM to 11PM
Closed Sunday

& Monday
(323) 467-5123 • (323)467-7788

6667 Hollywood Blvd.
Available for Private Parties Mondays

Award-Winning Restaurant

�������	����
COMPLETE 

FOREIGN & DOMESTIC 
AUTOMOTIVE SERVICE

MMECHANICAL • ELECTRICAL REPAIR • CARS • TRUCKS VANS
by certified mechanics

Free ride to home or work within 3 mile radius
25 years serving your neighborhood

6th Street & La Brea Ave. • (323)938-3286

Any Mechanical
Service $10 OFF

with this ad

�

��������	
��
�������������

State of California
LICENSED

SMOG
CHECK

photo by Edwin Folven

Flowers were placed Monday on the Hollywood Walk of Fame star
of musician, recording industry icon and television host, Mitch Miller,
who died Saturday in New York at age 99. Miller had a long career
in the entertainment industry, having started as a performer with the
CBS Symphony Orchestra in the 1930s. He later went on to become
a top executive at A&R Records in the 1940s, and joined Columbia
Records in the 1950s. Miller is credited with producing hit singles for
artists such as Doris Day, Tony Bennett, Johnny Mathis and many
others. He also hosted the television show, “Sing Along With Mitch”
in the 1960s. Millerʼs star is located at 7013 Hollywood Blvd.  

Miller Remembered
on Walk of Fame

Abrush fire erupted in Laurel
Canyon on Tuesday, but fire-

fighters were able to extinguish the
blaze and keep it from spreading to
surrounding homes. 

According to Los Angeles Fire
Department spokesperson Rich
Matheny, the fire was reported
around 11:22 a.m. in the 2898
block of Laurel Canyon Boulevard.
The fire was sparked by a saw used
by members of a crew clearing
brush in the area. Matheny said
firefighters were able to contain the
blaze to approximately half-mile
radius, and no structures were dam-
aged and no injuries were reported.
Approximately 90 firefighters
responded to the scene, and the
blaze was extinguished in approxi-
mately 50 minutes. 

Matheny cautioned residents to
be extra vigilant about fires

Saw Use Causes Brush Fire in Laurel Canyon

The State Legislature on Monday
approved the Teen Alcohol

Safety Act of 2010 — known as AB
2486 — which is designed to save
young lives by increasing penalties
for adults who knowingly provide
alcohol to underage teens in the
home. AB 2486 was authored by
Assembly Member Mike Feuer (D-
Los Angeles), and will now be con-
sidered by Gov. Arnold
Schwarzenegger.

Supplying alcohol to a minor is a
crime under state law, but
California prohibits civil recourse if
tragedies  occur as a result of the
alcohol. AB 2486 seeks to boost
parental responsibility and deter
adults from providing alcohol to
teens by ensuring that a civil action
can be brought against an adult
“social host.”

Several incidents have occurred
in California in recent years as
teens have been hospitalized or
even killed after binge
drinking.  The death of Shelby
Allen, a 17-year-old from Redding,
California, exemplifies the signifi-
cance of the legislation, according
to Feuer. Allen died of alcohol poi-
soning in December 2008 at a
friend’s house party while the par-
ents were in the home. When
efforts to seek criminal prosecution
failed, Allen’s parents attempted to
pursue a civil lawsuit, but were
unable to because of California law. 

“Teens continue to die from alco-
hol poisoning under adult supervi-
sion, even though common sense
alone should prevent adults from
providing alcohol to minors,” Feuer
said.  “This bill promotes responsi-

ble behavior, creating a deterrent to
adults who might otherwise give
teens alcohol.”

Under AB 2486, the families of a
minor injured or killed by alcohol
would still need to prove in court
the elements of negligence, that an
adult breached their responsibility
to uphold the law and knowingly
provided alcohol. The bill was
sponsored by Mothers Against
Drunk Driving-California and
Consumer Attorneys of California,
and received no votes in opposition
in the Legislature.  

State Assembly Speaker John
A. Pérez (D-Los Angeles) and

State Senate President pro Tem
Darrell Steinberg (D-Sacramento)
announced an updated California
Jobs Budget proposal on Tuesday
designed to close the state’s bud-
get deficit while protecting jobs
and preventing layoffs. 

The proposal advanced by
Steinberg and Pérez also includes
provisions to spur the state’s eco-
nomic recovery and reforms to
help prevent future budget prob-
lems. The plan closes the existing
$2 billion deficit, which has been
fueled by both the collapse of the
state’s economy and by the pre-
existing structural deficit that has
contributed to California’s budget
instability for decades. The jobs
budget reflects a commitment to
saving and creating jobs while
implementing cuts totaling $8.

“This is a plan that every mem-
ber can and should support,”
Pérez said. “It reflects the core
values of Californians and makes
decisions that will help, rather
than hurt our economy. It keeps
430,000 teachers, cops, firefight-
ers and small business owners
working, and will help small busi-
nesses create more jobs. It
restores cuts the governor’s bud-
get made to education, closes
costly loopholes and doesn’t
impose broad-based taxes on
Californians.”

The Jobs Budget focuses on
preventing layoffs, spurring the
economic recovery and instituting
reforms to help prevent future
budget problems. 

The plan protects the jobs of
more than 35,000 teachers and
other school employees; protects
childcare programs that allow

working parents to remain in the
workforce and keeps more than
50,000 child care providers in
business; makes repayments to
local governments that will help
them avoid cutting up to 20,000
public service jobs; and maintains
healthcare spending and safety
net federal funds.

The plan is also designed to
spur economic recovery by pro-
viding $300 million for programs
that will create thousands of high-
paying, private sector jobs; restor-
ing cuts to the UC and CSU sys-
tems to maintain the university
system; providing full funding for
community colleges; and dou-
bling funding for the economic
development program that trains
tens of thousands of unemployed
individuals. 

information on the plan, visit
www.asmdc.org/speaker.

Legislature Cracks Down on Adult Alcohol Sales to Teens

New State Job Proposal Could Help Economy

“People still
need to be very
aware of how
easily brush
fires can get

started.”
--Rich Matheny

around this time of year, and said
places such as Laurel Canyon and
the surrounding Hollywood Hills
are extremely vulnerable to brush
fires. 

“This is fire season, and it’s pret-
ty dry out there,” Matheny said.
“We have had some fairly humid

weather in the mornings, so it as dry
as it has been in past years, but peo-
ple still need to be very aware of
how easily brush fires can get start-
ed.”

On July 29, Mayor Antonio
Villaraigosa and LAFD Chief
Millage Peaks took an aerial tour of
the Santa Monica Mountains and
reminded residents of the precau-
tions they can take to help prevent
fires.

Residents in area prone to brush
fires, including the Hollywood
Hills, are required to clear brush
away from their homes on an annu-
al basis. The fire department also
conducts annual inspections, and
residents who do not clear the brush
are subject to the cost of the clear-
ance completed by city crews. For
information on regulations, visit
www.lafd.org.

Motion Lowers Taxes for Small and
Medium-Sized Film Companies

www.mussoandfrankgrill.com
http://www.melrosemission.com/


www.farmersmarketla.com
www.mrmarcel.com
www.farmersmarketla.com
www.farmersmarketbars.com
www.frenchcrepe.com


http://www.johnnyrocketsla.com/
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The following information was reported to the West Hollywood Sheriff’s Station
between May 28 and June 3, 2010. If you are a victim of a crime, here are the
telephone numbers of local law enforcement agencies; Los Angeles Police
Department, Wilshire Division (323)485-4022 and Los Angeles County Sheriff’s
Department West Hollywood Station (310)855-8850. 

POLICE BLOTTER
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WEST HOLLYWOOD
PROPERTY CRIME

July 20

At 12:30 p.m., unknown thieves
stole two baby strollers from an
unsecured garage at a condomini-
um complex in the 1000 block of
Curson.  The loss was estimated
at about $500.

July 21

During the night, an unknown thief
stole a gaming console, valued at
about $300, from a business loca-
tion in the 9200 block of Sunset.

A man reported at 11:30 a.m. that
his locked motorized wheelchair,
valued at about $4,500, had been
stolen by an unknown thief near a
bus stop in the 7100 block of
Santa Monica.

July 23

At 4 p.m., while shopping at a mar-
ket in the 7300 block of Santa
Monica, a woman placed her wal-
let in her shopping cart.  She soon
discovered an unknown thief had
stolen the wallet, which contained
identification, credit cards, cash
and miscellaneous items.

July 24

While walking on the sidewalk in
the 700 block of Doheny at 4:37
a.m., a man was forcibly robbed by
two unknown Hispanic male sus-

pects who took the victimʼs watch,
cellular phone, wallet, cash and
miscellaneous items. The loss was
estimated at about $32,490.

July 25

At 2 a.m., after leaving her purse
unattended in the bar area of a
nightclub in the 9200 block of
Sunset, a woman later discovered
an unknown thief had stolen the
purse, which contained about $200
cash and miscellaneous items.

During the night, an unknown bur-
glar broke into a restaurant in the
8200 block of Sunset and stole six
bottles of liquor and two cartons of
cigarettes. The loss was estimated
at about $300.

July 26

At 8:37 a.m., an unknown
Caucasian male thief entered a
retail business in the 7100 block of
Santa Monica and stole 48 DVDs,
valued at about $828, and fled on
foot.

July 28

A hotel guest reported at 8:58 a.m.
that an unknown thief had stolen
her purse that hung on the back of
a chair while she was dining in a
restaurant in the 1000 block of San
Vicente.  The purse contained two
cellular phones, cameras, currency,
wallet and miscellaneous items.
The loss was estimated at about
$1,390.
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FAST & ON-TIME TO LAX
Professional • Courteous • Reliable

(800) 300-5007
(800) 696-4919

24-hour radio
dispatch service

At 9:17a.m., an unknown African-
American male burglar entered a
retail business in the 8400 block of
Santa Monica and stole several
bottles of liquor, left the store, and
fled in a vehicle.  

July 29

A man reported at 2:10 a.m. that
an unknown thief had stolen two
laptop computers and a computer
bag from the parking entrance of a
hotel in the 1200 block of Alta
Loma.  The loss was estimated at
about $2,150.

At 11 a.m., an unknown thief stole
clothing from an unsecured vehicle
in the 900 block of Kings.  A steam-
er and clothing rack were also
stolen from the parking space.  The
loss was estimated at about
$3,200.

An unknown female Hispanic thief
entered a store in the 8800 block of
Sunset at 12:30 p.m., stole a cardi-
gan sweater, valued at $300, and
exited the store and fled in a vehi-
cle.

During the week, six suspects were
arrested for burglary or theft after
being observed shoplifting at local
retail businesses.

During the week, following four
separate traffic collisions, four dri-
vers were arrested for driving
under the influence of alcohol.

During the week, five vehicles were
burglarized by unknown suspects.
Total estimate of damage and arti-
cles taken was $3,919.

During the week, two reported
stolen vehicles were recovered and
the owners notified.

During the week, seven vehicles
were impounded for thirty days
since they were being driven by an
unlicensed driver or a person with
a suspended or revoked license.

City Clamps Down on ʻBandit  ̓Towing
In an effort to combat “bandit”

towing companies, the Los
Angeles Police Commission has set
up a towing company complaint
hotline.   

“Bandit” towing operators are
differentiated from law-abiding tow

operators by the illegal practice of
monitoring police and fire depart-
ment radio frequencies and unlaw-
fully responding to the scene of
traffic collisions. 

Many times, they operate in con-
junction with unscrupulous repair
shops, attorneys and medical practi-
tioners, or stake out private parking
lots to tow away vehicles whose
owners are not patrons of the busi-
nesses associated with the lots.
Often, the “bandit” tow operators
demand cash to have the vehicle
disconnected.

One of the common complaints
the Commission Investigation
Division receives is that a person’s
vehicle was towed after having
been parked on commercial or
industrial private property for only

five to 10 minutes. 
It is the property owner’s respon-

sibility to wait one hour before hav-
ing an illegally parked vehicle
removed. 

“The Police Commission is hope-
ful that the towing company com-
plaint hotline, in conjunction with
our ongoing efforts to aggressively
address towing complaints though
sting operations and other methods,
will send the clear message that we
are committed to using all resources
available to deter unscrupulous tow-
ing operations from engaging in
illegal activity,” said Lt. Phil Hearn,
commanding officer of the
Commission Investigation
Division.

Individuals who believe they
have been victimized by towing
companies with unethical and ille-
gal business practices should call
(323)680-4-TOW. 

The hotline is available 24-hours-
a-day, seven-days-a-week. The indi-
vidual will be asked to state their
name, phone number, name of the
towing company and the nature of
the complaint. 

“We are 
committed to

using all
resources 

available to deter 
unscrupulous

towing 
operations.”

--Lt. Phil Hearn, 
Commission Investigation

Division

Fake Cop Searches and Robs Victims
Los Angeles Police Department

detectives are searching for a
man who used a fake police badge
to commit five robberies during the
course of several weeks.

The suspect had a phony badge
hanging from his neck.   When he
approached his victims, he identi-
fied himself as a police officer then
performed a pat-down search on
them.   In some incidents, the sus-
pect would handcuff his victims
prior to searching them and their
vehicles. During the searches, the
suspect removed the victim’s
money, and then escaped in a 2000-
2006 gray or dark blue Chevy
Suburban with a luggage rack on
top. 

The suspect is described as
Hispanic in his early 40s with black
hair, brown eyes and tattoos of
female faces on both arms.   He is
between about six feet tall and
weighs around 225 pounds.  He was
last seen wearing blue jeans, a T-
shirt and a two-tone baseball cap.

The robberies occurred dowton
on S. Bonnie Brae Street, Barranca

Street, and 8th Street between June
14 and July 18. Each one was dur-
ing daylight in the afternoon. A
video of one robbery is available at
www.lapdonline.org.

Anyone with information regard-
ing these robberies is urged to con-
tact the Robbery-Homicide
Division at 213-486-6840. 

photo courtesy of LAPD

The suspect has been using a fake
police badge during the robberies.

Reward Offered in Arson Case
On July 29, Los Angeles City

Councilmbmer Paul
Krekorian, 2nd District, con-
vened a news conference to
announce a $50,000 reward for
information leading to the arrest
and conviction of the person
responsible for the death of 34-
year-old Chere Osmanhodzic.  

Osmanhodzic was found dead
inside her home after a residential
fire  in North Hollywood on July
24. 

Detectives say that
Osmanhodzic’s boyfriend, who
also lived at the residence,
returned from the store and con-
fronted a man inside of the resi-
dence.  

He chased the man several
blocks but was not able to catch
him.  Upon returning home, the
boyfriend observed that his house
was engulfed in flames.

When the Los Angeles City
Fire Department personnel
responded to the fire and extin-
guished the blaze,  they discov-
ered Osmanhodzic’s body inside

photo courtesy of LAPD

A composite sketch of the sus-
pect, who was observed leaving
Osmanhodzicʼs house before it
went up in flames. 

the residence.
Anyone with information

about this crime is encouraged to
call North Hollywood Homicide
Detectives at (818)623-4075.

www.kramerlaw.biz
www.99only.com
www.ineedtaxi.com


www.kingsleymanor.org
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The City of Los Angeles
Department of Recreation and

Parks is planning two free morning
hikes led by a park ranger to differ-
ent parts of Griffith Park on August
7 and 21. The hikes will be held
from 8 to 11 a.m., with each start-
ing and ending at the ranger station
located at 4730 Crystal Springs Dr. 

The destination on Saturday,
August 7 will be Bee Rock, via a
five-mile intermediate level hike
along the Old Zoo, Bee Rock, Five
Points and Fern Canyon Trails. On
August 21, a seven-mile intermedi-
ate level hike will be led to the
Greek Theatre, via the Fern
Canyon, Five Points, Vista del
Valle Drive, and Riverside Trail.
Park Ranger Ernie Ybarra will
guide the excursions. Participants
should bring plenty of drinking
water and snacks. For information,
contact Ybarra at (323) 644-6661,
ext. 1549, or e-mail to ernie.ybar-
ra@lacity.org.

Twenty-six years ago, the beginning of August marked the start of
the 23rd Olympic Games in Los Angeles. A photo on the cover of the
August 2, 1984 issue of the Park Labrea News featured runner
Chuck Richardson carrying the Olympic Torch down Wilshire
Boulevard near Park La Brea. An accompanying article described
the “fervor” and “jubilation” that swept over the city as the games
were set to begin. It was also estimated that approximately 30 mil-
lion Americans, and several hundred Southern California residents,
came out to watch as the Olympic Torch passed by on itʼs way to the
Los Angeles Memorial Coliseum. 

The Hollywood Arts Council
present the 25th annual

“Children’s Festival of the Arts”
Sunday, August 8, from noon - 4:30
p.m. at Paramount Studios.

The free children’s festival
includes a celebration of the arts
and culture in Hollywood. It will
feature a variety of music and dance
performances from around the
world, including Korean dancers,
Native American dancers from the
United American Indian
Involvement, Jim Gamble’s
Marionette Puppets, Folkloric
Dance, Russian Entertainment
Unlimited, and others. A variety of
workshops with professional artists
will also be held, providing children
an opportunity to create their own
art pieces such as Japanese wind-
socks, artist’s trading cards, sand
mandalas, pet butterflies and pup-
pets. The “Looney Toons” charac-
ters will also entertain, courtesy of
Six Flags Magic Mountain. Face
painting and other surprises will
also be offered, and food will be
available for purchase.

The festival is sponsored by City
Council President Eric Garcetti,
13th District, the City of Los
Angeles Department of Cultural
Affairs, the Central Hollywood
Neighborhood Council, East
Hollywood Neighborhood Council,
and many other organizations.
Hollywood Arts Council is a com-
munity-based organization founded
in 1978 to promote and support the
arts in Hollywood. 

Paramount Studios is located at
5555 Melrose Ave.; enter at the
Bronson Gate. For information, call
(323)871-ARTS, or visit www.hol-
lywoodartscouncil.org.

City of Los
Angeles Plans
Morning Hikes
at Griffith Park

Arts Council
Gears Up for
Childrenʼs
Festival of
the Arts

Answers on page 22

Olympic Torch 
Lights Up Wilshire
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Karaoke Idol is back for another
season at the Original Farmers

Market, 3rd & Fairfax.
Last summer, celebrating the

Market’s 75th birthday, EB’s Beer
& Wine hosted a month long
Karaoke contest with weekly win-
ners competing in the ultimate sing-
off finale. The judges voted Rocco
Di Noble, EB’s Karaoke Idol 2009,
but now it’s time to pass the
Karaoke crown to a new winner as
EB’s announces Karaoke Idol 2.

The competition begins
Wednesday August 4th, between 7
and 10.30PM, on EB’s West Patio
stage, and will continue the follow-
ing Wednesday nights, August 11,
18, and 25. Host DJ Todd B, a spe-
cial guest panel and, of course, the
audience will judge the singers per-
formances. Three winners will be
chosen each week and invited to

compete in the Grand Finale on
September 1st. The twelve finalists
will sing two songs each to high-
light their best karaoke perfor-
mances. There will be prizes for all
contestants and a grand prize for
EB’s Karaoke Idol.

Farmers Market Karaoke is
always fun both for performers and
the audience. With the warmer
weather more and more folks are
coming out to enjoy the best free
entertainment in town. So, be early
and come on over to EB’s Beer &
Wine for an ice cold brew or choose
from the excellent selection of
imported wine, and get ready for
Karaoke Idol 2010.

EB’s & 326 are the beer and wine
bars of the original Farmers
Market. For more information
please go to www.farmersmarket-
bars.com.

The City of West Hollywood, in
collaboration with the Museum

of Neon Art, will launch “On Route
— 66 Lights” on Thursday, August
5. The public art exhibition is a city-
wide celebration of the wide variety
of neon signage in West
Hollywood. 

The exhibition is part of the city’s
“Art on the Outside” program, and
coincides with the City of West
Hollywood’s 25th Anniversary of
Cityhood. Illuminated art will be
showcased in a real-world setting,
and the exhibit is also a study in the
region’s history. 

The “On Route – 66 Lights”
exhibit will kick off with a recep-
tion from 7:30 to 9 p.m. at the Sal
Guarriello Veterans Memorial,
located on Santa Monica Boulevard
at Holloway Drive.

“The On Route - 66 Lights exhi-
bition is an extraordinary example
of the provocative possibilities of
public art,” West Hollywood Mayor
John Heilman said. “Neon art has
been an essential part of the City of
West Hollywood’s commercial sig-
nage legacy for decades and a fasci-
nating example of a unique and cre-
ative art form.  We hope thou-
sands of people will plan a summer
evening visit to West Hollywood to
enjoy this unique exhibition.”

The “On Route – 66 Lights” col-
lection contains more than 50 neon
signs that are a mix of new com-
mercial signage and memorable
vintage icons. Among West
Hollywood’s most well-known
signs are the gently swinging “R”
above the entrance to the Roxy
Theatre, and the glowing green wel-

The Multicultural Motion
Picture Association

(MMPA) has appointed Rishi
Shah to the MMPA Board of
Executive Directors.  

“Rishi Shah brings more
than eighteen years of enter-
tainment industry experience
to his role as an executive
board member,” MMPA pres-
ident Jarvee Hutcherson said.
“Mr. Shah will be a voting
member of the MMPA, as
well as assisting in the plan-
ning of various MMPA pro-
grams, including the
Diversity Awards and the
filmmakers educational
scholarship fund, as well as
efforts to promote diversity in
film and television.”

Shah began his career in
music and entertainment in
1992 as a production assistant
with Arista Records, working
with artists such as Whitney
Houston, Toni Braxton, TLC,

Alan Parsons and Ace of
Base. In 1994, Shah joined
BNN as director of media
placement for a television
program called “Power
Profiles” on CBS. In 2001,
Shah founded RAVE
Magazine, which published
68 issues and had distribution
in 14 countries before the
publication was sold in 2009.
Shah also founded S3 Media,
LLC, which has been devel-
oping and producing a
Hollywood version of the
“Ramayan”, which is India’s
version of the “Iliad and
Odyssey”. 

The  Multicultural Motion
Picture Association is a non-
profit organization that cele-
brates the diversity of ideas,
talent and achievements in
cinematic arts and televi-
sion. 

For information, visit
www.thediversityawards.org.

Karaoke Idol Returns to the
Original Farmers Market

come on the post in front of Dan
Tana’s Italian restaurant, in place
since 1964. The exhibit also fea-
tures the Emser Tile rooftop sig-
nage on Santa Monica Boulevard,
and the sign upon the El Mirador
Apartments, built in 1929. 

As part of the exhibit, three large-
scale neon lights are also being dis-
played in the center median of
Santa Monica Boulevard near the
city’s veterans memorial, with
another displayed in Plummer Park.
The rest of the exhibit extends
along the Sunset Strip and along
Santa Monica Boulevard from

Doheny Drive to La Brea Avenue. 
For a free brochure, visit West

Hollywood City Hall at 8300 Santa
Monica Blvd., or the Plummer Park
Community Center at 7377 Santa
Monica Blvd. For information, call
(323)848-6883, or visit
www.weho.org.

photo by Joshua Barash

Emser Tileʼs sign light was one of many lights featured in West
Hollywoodʼs  “On Route — 66 Lights”

WeHo Lights Up with Neon Celebration MMPA Appoints Rishi
Shah to Executive
Directors Board

http://www.capitoldrugs.com/
www.muscleunder.com
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The Autry National Center is
encouraging visitors to view

the exhibit “Home Lands: How
Women Made the West” running
through August 22. 

The major exhibition cele-
brates the enduring spirit of the
diverse women of the west, ven-
turing beyond popular percep-
tions that it was an empty wilder-
ness where men struggled
against nature to transform the
land. The exhibit challenges
stereotypes of women’s roles
through the stories of the Native
American women who first
made their homes in the region,
as well as the women from many
different cultures who migrated
to the West for hundreds of
years.  

“It is our mission to explore
the experience of the diverse
people of the American West and
this provocative exhibition con-
veys how women have shaped
the western landscape through
choices about how to sustain
home, family, and community,”
Autry president and CEO John
Gray said

“Home Lands” focuses on
three regions, including northern
New Mexico, the Colorado
Front Range, and Puget Sound,
Washington. Exploring a specif-
ic theme for each place — earth
for Northern New Mexico; trans-
portation for the Colorado Front

Range; and water for Puget
Sound — the exhibition high-
lights the west’s remarkable cul-
tural diversity; the role of the
environment in women’s lives;
and the ways in which women
responded to their environments.

Home Lands challenges
stereotypes of the Western
woman, such as the pioneer wife
and the cowgirl, with stories of
such women as Dr. Justina Ford,
the first African American
woman doctor in Colorado;
noted educator, home economist
and author Fabiola Cabeza de
Baca, of New Mexico; and
Bertha Knight Landes, mayor of
Seattle from 1926 to 1928 and
the first female mayor of a major
American city. The exhibition
illustrates the stories with nearly
200 objects spanning more than
1,200 years, including a
Mogollon metate (grinding
stone), circa A.D. 750-1150, a
20th Century station wagon; tex-
tiles and historic clothing from
the 18th through the 20th
Centuries; ancient and modern
pottery; books; paintings, pho-
tography and sculpture by his-
toric and contemporary women
artists. 

The Autry National Center
located at 47600 Western
Heritage Way, in Griffith Park.
For information, call (323)667-
2000, or visit www.theAutry.org.

ʻHomelands  ̓Highlights Women in West

photo courtesy of the Library of Congress, Prints and Photographs Division

A photo of a Spanish American woman plastering an adobe house
in Chamisal, New Mexico, circa July 1940, is included in the exhibi-
tion at the Autry National Center.

State Education Board Adopts
Common Core Standards

The State Board of Education
voted Monday to adopt the
Common Core Standards, which
will provide a framework for
educational standards for school
districts throughout California,
including the Los Angeles
Unified School District. The
Common Core State Standards
establish consistent and clear
education requirements for
English language arts and mathe-
matics.

The Obama Administration
has included the adoption of the
Common Core Standards as a
requirement for funding under
the federal Race to the Top
school reform competition, in
which California is currently
under consideration. The
approval was touted as a major
step forward towards educational
reforms by Los Angeles Mayor
Antonio Villaraigosa. 

“I applaud the State Board of
Education for unanimously
adopting the Common Core
State Standards of Initiatives just
in time to ensure California will
continue to be considered in this
round of Race to the Top fund-
ing,” Villaraigosa said. “Perhaps
more than any other district in
the state, the LAUSD stands to
benefit tremendously from these
federal dollars and the reforms
they encourage throughout the
grant process.”

The Common Core Standards
were developed through a collab-
oration between teachers, admin-
istrators and education experts,
and encourage more creative
classroom work and flexible
methods of instruction. School
districts, working with other
states that have adopted the stan-

dards, will be able to save money
in creating new textbooks, pro-
fessional development programs
and standardized tests.

“The Common Core State
Standards have been internation-
ally benchmarked, are research-
based, and are unequivocally rig-

orous,” State Superintendent of
Public Instruction Jack
O’Connell said. “They are
designed to be relevant to the real
world, and reflect the knowledge
and skills that students need for
success in college and work.”

O’Connell said the California
Department of Education is
developing a timeline and plan
for implementing the standards,
which will require new curricu-
lum frameworks, instructional
materials, assessments and
improved accountability mea-
sures. 

LAUSD stands
to benefit

tremendously
from these fed-

eral dollars
and the

reforms they
encourage

throughout the
grant process.”

--Antonio Villaraigosa,
Mayor of Los Angeles

ily to show opposition to GS4
Wackenhut.

“Private companies are deeply
involved, and private corporations
are making a profit on the racist
nature of these laws,” Khan said.
“Corporations are making millions
of dollars detaining, transporting
and deporting the immigrant com-
munity.

Eric Romann, a demonstrator

who lives in Koreatown, said he
participated to show solidarity with
the immigrant community.

“The idea is to stand in support
of the people of Arizona, and to let
people know this is something that
is happening all around the coun-
try,” Romann added. “We are a
coalition of activists, and we want
the immigrants in Arizona to know
that we stand behind them.”

Capt. Eric Davis, commanding
officer of the LAPD’s Wilshire
Division, said police have a policy
of allowing the demonstration to
take place for a period of time that
is determined on a case-by-case
basis. 

Police officials and the organiz-
ers of the demonstration met sever-
al times at the site prior to declaring
it an unlawful assembly, and a
majority of the protesters complied
with police instructions to disperse
from the area.

Protest
From page 3

“We want the
immigrants in

Arizona to know
that we stand
behind them.”

--Eric Romann

http://www.pilgrim-school.org/
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LaBonge Celebrates Light Railʼs 20th Alpert ʻBlack Totems  ̓on Display

Women ages 50 and older are
encouraged to take part in the

40th annual City of L.A. Senior
Women’s Golf Championship &
Handicap Tournament.
Registration is underway through
August 16 for the tournament,
which will be held on September 1
and 2 at the Rancho Park Golf
Course, 10460 W. Pico Blvd.

The tournament is conducted by
the Los Angeles Municipal Golf
Association, and there is a handicap
limit of 36 for the 36-hole stroke
play competition. Registration
forms can be obtained at all City of
Los Angeles municipal golf courses
or at www.golf.lacity.org.
Participants should mail completed
entries to Sr. Women’s Golf
Tournament, Golf Division, 3900
W. Chevy Chase Dr., Los Angeles,
CA 90039. Entries must be
received or postmarked by
Monday, August 16, and the fee is
$120. For information, call Chuck
Ruiz at (818)246-1764.

photo courtesy of Nathan Sternfeld

Jazz musician and artist Herb Alpert recently attended an event at
Ace Galleries in Beverly Hills, where an exhibit of his artworks titled
“Black Totems” runs through August 28. Alpert was joined by his
sister, Mimi Alpert Feldman (left), and gallery guest Peggy Moffitt,
who garnered international fame as the model for fashion designer
Rudi Gernreichʼs controversial topless bathing suits. Ace Galleries
Beverly Hills is located at 9430 Wilshire Blvd. For information, call
(310)858-9090, or visit www.acegallery.net.

Tee Off in Senior
Womenʼs Golf
Championship

photo courtesy of the Fourth District Council Office

Officials from the city and county of Los Angeles participated in a
ceremony on July 23 marking the 20th anniversary of light rail ser-
vice in the county. As part of the ceremony, Los Angeles City
Councilman Tom LaBonge, 4th District, helped unveil items from a
time capsule that was buried near the Blue Line station in downtown
Los Angeles. The items included a listing of old Metro stations and
times, as well as a video of a report on the light rail system by the
late television news anchor, Jerry Dunphy.

ʻDonʼt Forget  ̓Records Seniors  ̓Histories
Easter Seals’ Southern California

Disability Services has teamed
up with Joey Travolta’s Inclusion
Films to launch the Senior
Memories project.

Titled “Don’t Forget Family
Memories”, the project recorded
the memories of 20 local Easter
Seals Senior Day Services partici-
pants through a series of interviews,
family photographs and music.
Each interview explores and docu-
ments the life of a senior, and the
project has been submitted as a
nomination to win one of ten
$25,000 grants from the Pepsi
Refresh Project.

“Creating a video memory can be
an adventure of recorded moments
and milestones in a life that reflects
society, with details that make up
an oral history,” Easter Seals

regional vice president Kathleen
Kolenda said. “It’s been repeatedly
shown that recalling good times
helps retain the memory and lift the
spirits of a senior who knows they
are providing lessons and wisdom
for their family.”
Easter Seals Senior Service offers
supervised care and activities for
seniors, including social and recre-
ational activities, daily exercise,
nutritious meals, self-advocacy,
crafts and music. The Easter Seals
Senior Memories project will be
vying for the Pepsi Refresh online
grant throughout the month of
August, and for information, visit
www.refresheverything.com/Senio
rMemories. For information about
the Easter Seals Senior Memories
project visit
SouthernCal.EasterSeals.com.

www.parklabrea.com
www.rosalietherealtor.com


Meister said. “There’s the possibili-
ty of identity theft. Then, it’s a
mess. I’ve gotten complaints of
people going through the regular
trash, not just the recycling, and
opening up the bags, so trash ends
up all over the street. I’ve seen peo-
ple going up driveways and behind
people’s gates to get trash. What’s
to stop them from breaking into
somebody’s house? It’s a good
ordinance for public safety and
public health.”

Beard is sympathetic to resi-
dents’ concerns.   

“I can see her perspective,”
Beard said. “You’re back there,
you’re making all this noise, leav-
ing a mess. A lot of
people do that. But
for the person
who’s doing it, it’s
like, ‘Hey, I don’t
have any money.
I’m just doing this
to survive.’”

Last Thursday
morning, he tried to
keep quiet, as he
went through bins
in the early morn-
ing.

“I like this cart
because it’s one of
the quieter ones,
sometimes you
hear them and they’re all rickety,”
Beard said. “I try to be quiet, espe-
cially at this place. A couple times,
one of the women who lives here
has asked me to come back later.
But if you come back later, every-
thing is gone.” 

Beard pulled his cart up a drive-
way, setting it beside the dumpster
in the parking lot behind an apart-
ment complex. One by one, he
opened the lids of the recycling
bins, reached in to retrieve any plas-
tic bottles or cans, deposited them
in his cart, and shut the lids again,
careful to leave everything how he
found it. 

He propped opened the lid to the
dumpster with a long stick, then
used another stick with a hook on
the end to retrieve a trash bag. He
untied the bag, removed a few cans,
and retied it when he was done. 

“Some people just climb into the
dumpsters, I don’t know how they
do it,” he said. “A lot of them rip the
bags open and leave a mess, too. I
try to retie them, but sometimes I
need the bags, so I have to empty
them and take them.”

As he turned the cart back onto
the road, a man on the far side of
the street pointed to a small pile of
cans at the bottom of a driveway for
Beard to collect.

“A lot of stuff we do depends on
compassion of people, people giv-
ing you stuff,” Beard said. “At the
same time, yesterday I had a
woman screaming at me, saying
she was going to call the police,
even though it wasn’t her property.
I got angry for a second, but then I
just walked away. She’s a resident,
it’s her right.” 

Currently, scavenging exists in a
kind of legal gray area. Although it
is illegal to go through city trash
and recycling containers, it’s
unclear what authority the West
Hollywood Sheriff’s Department
has to enforce that law. Lt.
Lujuanda Haselrig explained that
unless there is a victim, deputies
cannot cite people they see scav-
enging for misdemeanors. They
simply warn them verbally and
send them on their way.  

City Councilmember Jeffrey
Prang, who sponsored a motion in

May to ban scavenging, would like
to change that enforcement policy. 

“This is a quality-of-life issue,”
Prang said. “It’s important to pre-
vent identity theft, as well as for
public health and public safety. We
asked the city attorney to see what
authority we currently have to com-
bat scavenging. The Sheriff’s
Department has a couple of specif-
ic enforcement teams whose whole
job is to address quality-of-life
issues, so if we want to focus on
jaywalking or pooper scoopers one
week, they can do that. Before we
tell them to focus on scavenging,
we want to make sure we have all
the legal authority we need to take

a p p r o p r i a t e
action.”

Cities around
California have
taken similar
measures to
curb scaveng-
ing. The City of
R e d o n d o
Beach, for
example, has a
full-time city
employee who
drives around
looking for
people going
through recy-
cling bins and

issuing citations. 
Twice, Beard has been issued

citations for having a shopping cart
on the street, both of which turned
into warrants when he was unable
to pay the fines, which in turn led to
nights in jail. But in both cases,
when he was released, he resumed
scavenging for recyclables. 

“When I first got on the streets, I
made a vow to God that I would not
drink alcohol until I was off the
streets, and I’ve pretty much kept
that,” he said. “If you drink, you’re
trapped. I try not to spend more
than five dollars a day, just for
food.”

Beard acknowledges the preva-
lence of alcoholism and crystal
meth addiction among people who
scavenge. He was once robbed by a
man named Shaw, who was an
alcoholic. Shaw was later killed,
and Beard keeps a knife on himself
for protection.

Still, Beard doesn’t like the idea
of going to a homeless shelter. He
went once, but only stayed several
days. He said he thinks he can make
more recycling than getting general
relief, and he prefers to support
himself. 

“I’ve always been an indepen-
dent person,” he said. “I joined the
service when I was eighteen. It’s
not in my character to ask anyone
for help. I’ve never been one to
panhandle. I would much rather do
this, but I don’t want to do it very
much longer. I want to get myself a
real job as soon as possible, but of
course we’ve got the worst econo-
my in years.” 

Kerry Morrison, director of the
Hollywood Business Improvement
District, conducted a registry of all
the homeless people in Hollywood
several months ago. She said
Beard’s attitude is common among
people who support themselves
recycling.

“I was struck that 30 percent of
the people we surveyed said they
recycled for a living,” Morrison
said. “They were proud that they
were doing that and not just pan-
handling.” 

Still, Rodolfo Salinas, director of
community outreach for People
Assisting The Homeless (PATH),

which contracts with the City of
West Hollywood to provide ser-
vices for the homeless, said it’s
important that local governments
not allow people to use recycling to
feed alcohol and drug addictions. 

“I hope to see some groups and
elected officials truly assume some
level of responsibility for homeless-
ness, which is one of the worst
things going on in L.A. County,”
Salinas said. “The fact is that in this
economic climate, people apply
themselves to recycling with the
same effort you do at work. But the
city has a responsibility to police
itself carefully, so people aren’t
using recycling to advance their
addictions. We see patterns where
recycling centers are located within
a quarter-mile of liquor stores, and
people are recycling just enough to
get themselves a pint of vodka.” 

Beard doesn’t want to recycle for
a living. For the time being, he
doesn’t know what else to do,
though. He said he’s trying to save
up money, spending no more than
$5 to $10 per day.

Besides food, Beard’s main
expenses are movies — he goes up

to a theatre in North Hollywood.
He’s also written several screen-
plays. 

“It’s Hollywood, everyone has a
screenplay,” he said. “It’s like,
‘Well, I’m recycling right now, but
what I really want to do is direct.’”

Realistically, though, his goal is
to find another security job. Every
few weeks, he takes the bus back to
Las Vegas to look for work, but so
far he hasn’t been able to find any-

thing. His real dream, he said, is to
buy a house for his ex-girlfriend,
who kicked him out when he lost
his job.

“In five years, I hope I’m going
to be back in Vegas, working two
jobs, hopefully paying off a mort-
gage,” Beard said. “Hopefully liv-
ing with my girlfriend. I’m still in
love with her, even though she was
kind of my undoing. I should prob-
ably let her go, but I just can’t.” 
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Recycling Helps Many People Survive
From page 1

photo by Ian Lovett

Lansing Beard said he eventually hopes to raise enough money to move
back to Las Vegas.

“I’ve never been
one to 

panhandle. I
would much

rather do this,
but I don’t want

to do it very
much longer.”

-Lansing Beard

www.silveradosenior.com


lems in the area, and we have made
tremendous progress.”

Nichols said that success is evi-
dent at Poinsettia Park, where pros-
titutes and drug dealers used to
congregate. On Tuesday night, it
was filled with children and fami-
lies, and the park has become a
central gathering place for resi-
dents in the Melrose District.

“Our first initiative was to clean
up the park, and this park has done
a complete turnaround,” Nichols
added. “It used to be really bad. It
wasn’t a place where you would
want to come, but we worked with
the LAPD to improve public safety
and now it’s a great place to come.
The park really has improved.”

Nichols credited Officer Arthur
Gallegos, the senior lead officer
from the LAPD’s Wilshire
Division, with the area’s improve-
ments. Gallegos regularly meets

with residents and members of the
neighborhood watch, and has
focused on quality of life issues
like graffiti, loitering and drinking
in public that are often precursors
to more serious crimes.

“The main goal is to get people
to turn out and meet their neighbors
or join a neighborhood watch,”
Gallegos said. “It’s about getting
involved. Without the community,
we can’t solve crimes as effective-
ly. They are a big part of observing
crime and solving crime. We need
the community to tell us when
crimes are occurring, to report
them, because we can’t be every-
where at once. It’s a partnership
that makes this successful.” 

Capt. Eric Davis, commanding
officer of the LAPD’s Wilshire
Division, also said events like
National Night Out Against Crime
enable people to learn how to get
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Murder Charges Filed in
Slaying of Family 
From page 3

Community Comes Together Against Crime
From page 6

photo by Edwin Folven

Officer Art Gallegos, of the LAPDʼs Wilshire Division, welcomed Frankie
Valencia at the National Night Out Against Crime event held at Poinsettia
Park.

Michael Weinstein, president of
AHF, said he was surprised APLA
sued. 

“I’m not surprised that they
don’t like the fact that there’s
another event being scheduled
close to theirs,” Weinstein said. “I
didn’t really think about it in terms
of that, per se. There are more than
ten million people in L.A. County.
There are multiple breast cancer
events. The city can support more
than one AIDS event.” 

In 2006, AHF was involved in a
similar controversy, when it sched-
uled an AIDS Walk in Ft.
Lauderdale the same day as AIDS
Walk Miami, which benefits Care
Resource. Care Resource, which
provides services in Miami and Ft.
Lauderdale, changed the date of its
event. The AHF event, now called
Florida AIDS Walk, is now the
bigger fundraiser of the two.  

The recession has hit nonprofit
organizations particularly hard.
Last year, state budget cuts to
AIDS prevention services cost
APLA about $1.7 million, and led
to a reduction in some programs
and services the group offers
around Los Angeles, even as
demand for its services has contin-
ued to rise.

AIDS Walk Los Angeles raises
about $3 million for APLA each
year, and the group’s board of
directors just approved an operat-

ing budget of $18 million for the
2010-2011 fiscal year, assuming a
similar yield from this year’s
event. 

By contrast, AHF, which is also
based in Los Angeles, has an annu-
al operating budget of $180 mil-
lion. The group employs 1,000

people worldwide, and provides
services to 135,000 patients in 23
countries. 

“We’re growing,” Weinstein
said. “In terms of the numbers of
clients we have, and in terms of
being able to generate revenue to

be able to continue to grow the
organization.” 

The L.A. Gay & Lesbian Center,
which also provides free HIV test-
ing and STD treatment services,
has criticized AHF’s decision to
schedule a new event so close to
AIDS Walk Los Angeles. 

“We were very surprised that
AHF scheduled a competing AIDS
Walk just a few weeks before the
AIDS Walk that has funded AIDS
Project Los Angeles’ services for
so many years,” said Jim Key,
chief public affairs officer for the
Gay & Lesbian Center. “The needs
of people with HIV should come
first, and hurting a sister AIDS ser-
vice organization hurts people
with HIV/AIDS.”  

However, Jack Kyser, chief eco-
nomic advisor with the Southern
California Association of
Governments, said in this econom-
ic climate, open competition for
funding between nonprofit organi-
zations is likely to become more
common. 

“The economy is tough, contri-
butions are down, and lots of non-
profits have been forced to close or
merge with other nonprofits,”
Kyser said. “I expect the economy
to be challenging for the rest of this
year and into 2011, and that means
we’re going to see more competi-
tion between nonprofits. This is the
first one where you have open war-

fare, but you would expect to see
more of that.” 

Still, Weinstein said the point of
AHF’s event is to help maintain the
health of the overall AIDS health-
care community. The California
AIDS Walk’s proceeds will go
towards supporting five smaller
Los Angeles AIDS organizations,
which focus on the needs of
African-American and Latino com-
munities.  In contrast, he said last
year, only $113,000 of the $2.9 mil-
lion APLA raised from AIDS Walk
Los Angeles went to other AIDS
organizations. 

“I believe that people who partic-
ipate in AIDS walk, generally
speaking, believe their dollars are
going to benefit AIDS causes as a
whole, not one organization,”

Weinstein said. “I think there’s a
disparity between this event being
the best-known event for AIDS, and
the fact that it overwhelmingly ben-
efits one organization. If it wound
up being the case that in L.A. the
only organizations that survive this
recession are APLA and AHF, I
think that would be a tragedy.
Where are the people with AIDS
primarily coming from? From
African-American and Latino com-
munities. Those are the communi-
ties that need the most help, and
they don’t have the ability to raise
private dollars. That’s not our
expertise and it’s not APLA’s exper-
tise. We need to extend a hand to
these organizations and help them
to lift themselves up. That’s what
this event is about.” 

AIDS Groups Host Competing Events
From page 1

photo by Ian Lovett

Representatives of AIDS Project Los Angeles contend that the advertis-
ing for AHFʼs event is so similar that people will be confused.

EXPERT WATCH & JEWELRY REPAIR
We Change Watch Batteries  •  Work Guaranteed  •  Free Estimate

163 S. Fairfax  (across from Farmers Market) • (323)933-0288

MAJESTIC WMAJESTIC WAATCH REPTCH REPAIRAIR

“The economy
is tough, 

contributions
are down, and

lots of 
nonprofits have
been forced to
close or merge

with other 
nonprofits.”

-Jack Kyser, 
Southern California

Association of Governments

involved, and that the partnerships
can be fun.

“It’s safety in numbers, it’s about
people taking back the community
from those who want to take public
safety away, and it’s about achiev-
ing a quality of life in making
changes for the public good,” Davis
said. “These people have made a
decision that they are not going to
stand for crime in their community.
If everyone did that, we would have
a much safer city.”

Several public officials also
attended the event in Poinsettia
Park, including Los Angeles
County Supervisor Zev
Yaroslavsky, 3rd District; and Los
Angeles City Councilmembers
Tom LaBonge, 4th District, and
Paul Koretz, 5th District. 

“It’s nice to get the community
together as part of a celebration of
public safety rather than when a
problem occurs,” Koretz added.
“This is a great opportunity to get
to know each other and to see what
other organizations are doing to
promote public safety.”

LaBonge thanked the police offi-
cers present, and pledged to contin-
ue the city’s support for communi-
ty policing.

“Every night is National Night
Out for the LAPD,” LaBonge said.
“They are in our community, they
are protecting us. This is a way to
say thank you, and I’m pleased to
see the community here.”  

Melrose District resident Mary
Shaffer said it was the first time she
participated in National Night Out
Against Crime, but added that she
plans to make it an annual event for
her family.

“It’s great to get out and meet
everyone,” Shaffer said. “This is
the kind of thing that we need to do
more often, because it really gives
everyone a sense of pride in their
community.”

tives spoke with while investi-
gating the murders. Investigators
now believe he tried to confuse
detectives by providing false
information that would deflect
suspicion from him. Police
allegedly turned their focus to
Tersargyan in April after a col-
league at a furniture business
where Tersar-
gyan worked
became suspi-
cious and noti-
fied police in
Glendale. The
i n f o r m a t i o n
was passed
along to LAPD
investigators,
who later
arrested Ter-
sargyan on
April 21. A
handgun be-
longing to
Tersargyan was
recovered and has been linked to
the shooting of all three of the
family members.

During the course of their
investigation into Tersargyan,
investigators also determined
that he was likely involved in the
murder of Julie Kates, who
police said was a prostitute who
frequented the Hollywood area.
Kates was standing near the cor-
ner of Sunset Boulevard and
Kingsley Drive in March when
she was shot in the temple.

Investigators allegedly linked
Tersargyan to the Kates murder
after one of the victim’s acquain-
tances said a man fitting
Tersargyan’s description, and
driving a grey van similar to the
suspect’s vehicle, had become
involved in a confrontation with
the victim the day before she

was killed.
Police believe
Te r s a r g y a n
c o n t a c t e d
Kates for sex
and later
accused her of
stealing a DVD
player from his
van. Police
believe Tersar-
gyan shot
Kates from
inside his van,
which was
likely parked
across the

street at the time, and may have
used a gun with a silencer. 

No additional information
about the specific evidence link-
ing Tersargyan to the crimes
was available, but the criminal
complaint against him outlines
the general sequence of events.
Robison added that Tersargyan
is being held without bail, and
added that prosecutors will
determine at a later time
whether to pursue the death
penalty.

Tersargyan is
being held 

without bail.
Prosecutors will
determine at a

later time
whether to 
pursue the

death penalty.



Feuer, 42nd District, and Los
Angeles Mayor Antonio
Villaraigosa also expressed their
support for Walker’s ruling. Lorri
L. Jean, CEO of the L.A. Gay &
Lesbian Center, expressed enthu-
siasm about the decision as well,
though she also noted remaining
obstacles in the movement for
LGBT rights. 

“Over the last 40 years, the
advances in the movement for
LGBT equality have been extraor-
dinary, but that progress has not
been unbroken and there are clear-
ly more obstacles to overcome,”
Jean said. “But today’s decision is
yet another signpost as we move
ever closer to the day when the
ideal of liberty and justice for all is
fully realized for LGBT
Americans, as it should be for
every American, and indeed for
everyone everywhere.”

Walker’s decision not only
declared Proposition 8 unconstitu-
tional but also declined to stay the
effects of the ruling pending
appeal, in effect rendering gay
marriage legal again in California,

as it was before Proposition 8
passed in 2008. 

Walker also ruled that the
defense failed to show that
Proposition 8 was based on any-
thing other than the conviction that
homosexual relationships are not
as good as heterosexual ones.

“In the absence of rational basis,
what remains of proponents’ case
is an inference, amply supported
by evidence in the record, that
Proposition 8 was premised on the
belief that same-sex couples sim-
ply are not as good as opposite-sex
couples,” Walker wrote. “Whether
that belief is based on moral disap-
proval or homosexuality, animus
towards gay and lesbians or simply
a belief that a relationship between
a man and a woman is inherently
better than a relationship between
two men or two women, this belief
is not a proper basis on which to
legislate.”

Many organizations that oppose
gay marriage decried Walker’s
decision, including the National
Organization for Marriage.

“We expected nothing different

from Judge Vaughn Walker, after
the biased way he conducted this
trial,” said Brian Brown, President
of the National Organization for
Marriage.   “With a stroke of his
pen, Judge Walker has overruled
the votes and values of 7 million
Californians who voted for mar-
riage as one man and one woman.
This ruling, if allowed to stand,
threatens not only Prop 8 in
California but the laws in 45 other
states that define marriage as one
man and one woman.”

Daria Roithmayr, professor at
the USC Gould School of Law,
said the most important aspect of
the decision was that it found no
equivalent status between mar-
riage and domestic partnership. 

“The ruling found that there is a
cultural meaning in marriage, and
that’s in stark contrast to the
Supreme Court’s earlier decision
about whether or not terminology
made a difference,” Roithmayr
said. “The takeaway is that there is
no data that justifies refusing mar-

riage based on the sexual prefer-
ence of the participants, and there
are important encroachments on
people’s right to equal protection
when they deny marriage to same-
sex participants. When you’re
looking at something that differen-
tiates one group, you have to have
a good reason, and the court found
there was just no good reason.” 

Roithmayr said the 9th Circuit
Court would have to apply the
same standard to the appeal. 

“The Ninth Circuit can take up a
different angle, but if they’re look-
ing at the same standard, they are
going to have to find some alterna-
tive way of reversing the decision,
and I can’t imagine what that
would be.”

Roithmayr said if the 9th Circuit
upholds Walker’s ruling, the
United States Supreme Court is
expected to take up the case. If the
Circuit court overturns the ruling,
however, the Supreme Court is
expected to decline to hear the
case.  
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need for the sender to report it.
Garcetti hopes to expand the

app’s coverage to all of Los Angeles
by the end of the year, at which
point he would like to see a name
change as well. Councilman Paul
Krekorian, 2nd District, has a simi-
lar version of Garcetti 311, called
CD2Krekorian. Unlike Garcetti
311, Krekorian’s app was made in-
house and features a news feed,
resource list and e-mail option.

“Obviously, residents can call our
office or visit us in person to report
issues in the district,” Krekorian
said. “But driving to our office or
giving us a call during working
hours may not fit into everyone’s
schedule.”

Since April, Garcetti 311 has been
downloaded more than 1,100 times,
and 372 reports have been received,
including 208 reports regarding
graffiti and 102 reports regarding
bulky item pick up, such as aban-
doned couches and mattress. The
remaining reports covered issues
like sidewalk repair, illegal signs
and shoes on power lines.

“Hopefully we can give some-
body the power by contacting us
within a few seconds,” Garcetti
said.

Garcetti added that the app comes
in a time of need, given the city’s
growing struggles with the 311 sys-
tem, where people can potentially

be placed on hold for upwards of 20
minutes.

“Even though 311 is a great sys-
tem, we’ve become victims of our
own success,” Garcetti said. “The
application will make that process
easier.”

Eventually, Garcetti hopes to
“take the middle man out,” and
allow all reports to go directly to rel-
evant offices at city hall.

David Kekone, a resident of
Highland Park, uses the app every
day when he walks his dog. He is
ecstatic because the app allows
immediate contact with the city and
allows him to provide more infor-
mation than he could with a phone
call.

“It’s a really great tool. It only
takes a minute to pull over, take a
picture and send the report,”
Kekone said. “It empowers every-
one to report issues they would nor-
mally drive by and ignore. It also
forces our elected representatives to
see where these hot spots are.”

Kekone added that he considers
the app yet another valuable city
resource for the community that
empowers people and encourages
them to participate in city affairs.

Along with submitting reports,
the app also allows users to check
the status of their reports, holding
the city accountable for resolving
such concerns, according to

Garcetti.
“I love the accountability piece

because people can track progress
and make sure the city’s taking care
of things,” Garcetti said.

CitySourced, the creative team
behind Garcetti 311, contacted the
council president last August with
the idea for the application, and
began developing it to present at a
technology conference in San
Francisco called TechCrunch50 –
what Kurt Daradics, co-founder of
CitySourced, considers “the
‘American Idol’ for startup compa-
nies.” In December, CitySourced
officially met with Garcetti and
began further development of the
app for a mid-April release.

CitySourced, also the name of the
technology, is a platform used
nationwide by cities such as San
Jose, Glendale, Ann Arbor,
Michigan and San Francisco, which
is also working to create more direct
lines of communication between
community members and specific
departments. 

CitySourced is also part of
Freedom Speaks, a database that
offers more direct communication
with over 50,000 public officials.
According to Daradics, CitySourced
stemmed from the Freedom Speaks
website as a natural step with
Internet technology. The idea came
from Jason Kiesel, a former senior

developer for MySpace, who was
frustrated that he did not have an
easy way to access public officials.

“The mission was really simple,
transform civic engagement by tak-
ing the friction out of the process,”
Daradics said. “We all wanted to be
a part of a movement. Mobility is a
big factor in where things are going
and what motivates people.
CitySourced was designed to fit that
need.”

According to Daradics,
CitySourced is currently working on
expanding the app beyond the
iPhone to other smart phones like

the Blackberry and the Droid. Since
Garcetti 311 stems from a larger
online platform, it can be used in
areas outside District 13.
CitySourced can treat reports like e-
mails and redirect them based on the
global positioning. 

Garcetti hopes to make Garcetti
311 citywide at the end of the six-
month pilot phase in October, after
all the fine-tuning is complete. The
app can be found on the iTunes store
by searching for “Garcetti 311”. For
information, visit www.city-
sourced.com and www.freedoms-
peaks.com.

Garcetti 311 is Direct Link to Services
From page 1

photo by Edwin Folven

The ruling on Wednesday upholds the marriages of same sex cou-
ples who were wed prior to a state courtʼs decision upholding Prop.
8. Numerous same sex couples were married in West Hollywood dur-
ing the interim in 2008.
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The judgeʼs ruling will be appealed to the 9th Circuit Court of Appeals,
but same sex couples will be allowed to marry while the court consid-
ers the case.
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Los Angeles City Council President Eric Garcetti, 13th District, hopes to
expand the Garcetti 311 app citywide.

leveled the accusation, the
OCE also failed to show that
I received any benefit or
engaged in any ‘improper
exercise of official influ-
ence.’”

The OCE report also states
that Congressman Barney
Frank (D-Massachusetts)
was involved, perhaps even
advising Waters to “walk
away” due to the ethical con-
flict. Waters responded, in
the report, by downplaying
their relationship, saying that
interactions with Frank occur
as “‘drive bys’ where things
are said in passing.”
However, an op-ed piece,
written by Frank on February
22, 2008, for the Weekly
Compass of New Bedford,
Massachusetts, states that
Waters is “one of [his] closest
collaborators.”
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