
The champagne was on
ice…but it’s probably
going back into the wine

cellar now. 
For the second time in two

weeks, same-sex couples pre-
pared to tie the knot. And for the
second time, they could not say
their vows. 

Last week, couples had lined
up outside West Hollywood and
Los Angeles City Halls, waiting
for U.S. District Court Judge
Vaughn Walker to allow same-
sex marriages to resume. Instead,
Walker ruled that marriages
could resume on Wednesday
August 18, unless a higher court

issued a stay. Many couples had
resumed making plans when, on
Monday, the 9th Circuit Court of
Appeals put a stay on Walker’s
ruling invalidating Proposition 8,
the 2008 voter-approved ban on
same-sex marriage in California.
No same-sex marriages will be
allowed in the state until the
appeals court has decided the
case. 

The 9th Circuit expedited the
trial schedule for the appeal, with
briefings from both sides now
due in December. Still, for cou-
ples who had hoped to get mar-
ried right away, it will now be
months or years before they
could have another chance to go
to the altar. 

“We’re pretty devastated,” said
Scott Campbell, who had been
planning to conduct a ceremony
with his partner at West

Angelenos may debate immi-
gration reform, job cre-
ation, and offshore drilling,

but after President Barack Obama’s
visit to Los Angeles Monday for a
fundraiser in Hacock Park, the city
spoke with a single, united voice on
one issue: don’t mess with the traf-
fic.  

Even without the disruption of a
presidential motorcade, traffic on
the city’s Westside is a delicate sys-
tem, with a single wreck in
Westwood enough to slow com-
mutes for five miles in every direc-
tion. Already, construction to widen
the San Diego (405) Freeway had
clogged the system. The motorcade
brought it to a screeching halt. 

Twitter and Facebook exploded
with posts from angry Westside res-
idents, who found themselves wait-

ing to cross blocked intersections,
without any idea how to get around.
Half-hour commutes took hours. 

“I had to go a mile or so out of

my way because of how many
north-south roads were closed and
how congested the remaining open

On Monday, a month after
he broke his elbow in a
bicycle accident, Los

Angeles Mayor Antonio
Villaraigosa hosted a “bicycle
summit” at the Metropolitan
Transportation Authority (Metro)
headquarters, to discuss cycling
issues and hear suggestions from
the community on the latest draft
of the city’s 2010 Bike Plan.

“It was a positive move for-
ward,” said Aurisha Smolarski,
campaigns and communication
director for the Los Angeles
Bicycle Coalition. “What’s really
important now is insuring that the
mayor continues with the promis-
es he made.”

On Villaraigosa’s mind was his
new proposal for a mandatory hel-
met law regardless of age. The
mayor was wearing a helmet dur-
ing his own accident on Venice
Boulevard last month which he
said prevented further injury.

“I believe strongly that every
cyclist should be required to wear
a helmet,” Villaraigosa said in a
statement on Tuesday, reflecting
on the summit. “When I fell off
my bike I hit my head first, then I
shattered my elbow. If it wasn’t
for my helmet, I might not be here

today. I know not every cyclist
supports this, just like not every
motorcyclist supported their hel-
met law.”

A helmet law, however, was not
the main topic attendees wanted to
focus on. They instead used the
opportunity to push more ways to
make Los Angeles friendlier for
cyclists.

Ryan Snyder, an independent

transportation planning consul-
tant, was one of more than 200
cyclists at the two-hour summit.
He was impressed with the
mayor’s willingness to listen to
the community and took the
opportunity to directly offer city
officials three suggestions.

“First, the mayor could use his
position on the Metro Board to

On San Vicente Boulevard,
the grass on the median
strip is approaching waist

height. It hasn’t been cut since July
1, when the new fiscal year began,
and no city agency is charged with
maintaining it.  

“It looks terrible,” said Steve
Kramer, president of the Miracle
Mile Chamber of Commerce. “The
failure to maintain the median at all

reflects badly on our whole area,
residential and commercial.
Personally, the situation on San
Vicente just makes me sad. That
area has had such an incredible
revitalization over the past ten
years.”

Throughout most of the geo-
graphic area of Los Angeles,
including the San Fernando Valley,
West Los Angeles, and South Los
Angeles, private contractors contin-
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n Protesters Gather
Outside Hancock Park
Fundraiser

n Wedding Planners
Were Prepared for
Brisk Business

See Weddings page 22

photo by Ian Lovett

Immigration rights demonstrators, dressed as “Wizard of Oz” characters,
protested outside a political fundraiser Monday that was attended by
President Barack Obama. 

n Councilmembers Divert Funds to 
Cover the Cost of Mowing

n Mayor Proposes 
All-Ages Bicycle 
Helmet Law

photo by Tim Posada

One of the main concerns among cyclists is safety, and not having to
mix with cars and larger vehicles in traffic lanes.

Cycling Concerns Peak at Bike Summit

No Magic Slippers for Commuters in Obama Traffic

City Budget Cuts Leave
Landscapers in the Weeds

Couples Postpone Vows After
Stay on Same-Sex Marriages

photo by Ian Lovett

The grass on the medians on Highland Avenue between Wilshire
Boulevard and Melrose Avenue has become overgrown.

www.hollywoodtoyota.com
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C a l e n d a r

photo courtesy of the Hollywood Museum

Largest Marilyn Monroe Exhibit
The Hollywood Museum, located at 1660 N. Highland Ave., has extend-
ed its display of the worldʼs largest Marilyn Monroe collection, featuring
dresses, costumes and never-before-seen memorabilia and pho-
tographs (pictured) on display until September. The museum also fea-
tures the “Walk of Fame at 50” exhibit, featuring photographs of the Walk
of Fame ceremonies over the past 50 years, on display now through
next year. The museumʼs hours of operation are 10 a.m. – 5 p.m.,
Wednesday – Sunday. Admission is $15 for adults, $12 for senior citi-
zens and students and $5 for children under the age of five. Citypass is
accepted. For information, call (323)464-7776 or visit www.theholly-
woodmuseum.com. 
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19 Young Artists at
Hollywood Bowl

Two young artists will bring a pro-
gram of classics to life as Lionel

Bringuier, the Los Angeles
Philharmonic associate conductor,
leads the LA Phil and violinist,
Augustin Hadelich, in Mendelssohn’s
“Violin Concerto”, Thursday, August
19, at 8 p.m. at the Hollywood Bowl.
The program of romantic masterworks
also includes Dvořák’s “Carnival
Overture” and Brahms’ “Symphony
No. 1”. The Hollywood Bowl is locat-
ed at 2301 N. Highland Ave. Tickets
are on sale now at the Hollywood Bowl
Box Office (noon – 6 p.m., Tuesday –
Sunday), by phone at (323)850-2000 or
online at www.hollywoodbowl.com.

20 Culture Shock LA
on Homeless Issues

Culture Shock LA presents “The
Soul Survivors: Seeking Refuge”

at the Ford Amphitheatre Hollywood,
located at 2580 Cahuenga Blvd., on
Friday, August 20, from 8:30 p.m. –
10:30 p.m. Culture Shock LA will
explore the universal issue of home-
lessness. Music, spoken word and
dance come together to address the
diverse meanings of displacement
through the eyes of marginalized peo-
ple. The event will include perfor-
mances by Poreotics (season 5 champi-
ons of MTV’s “America’s Best Dance
Crew”) and Kaba Modern Legacy.
Admission is $12 for children under 12
and $25 for general admission. For
information, call (323)461-3673 or
visit www.fordamphitheater.com. 

Bev. Playhouse Gets
‘Engagement’

Katselas Theatre Company presents
“Engagement”, written and

directed by Allen Barton, now through
September 19, at the Beverly Hills
Playhouse, located at 254 S. Robertson
Blvd. “Engagement” is a dramatic
comedy about relationships in the age
of social media, covering two intense
years in the romantic entanglement of

and parking are free. For information,
visit www.cfiwest.org.

22 Smokin’ with
Style at Auction

The 2010 Sunset Estate Auction
will feature part three of the sin-

gle-owner Collection of Whimsical
European Tobacco Jars on Sunday,
August 22, at 10 a.m. at Bonhams &
Butterfields, located at 7601 W. Sunset
Blvd. The sale will highlight several
lots of unique glazed earthenware and
wooden humidors, as well as property
from a variety of estates and private
collections. Highlights include a group
of ten Continental glazed earthenware
humidors modeled as heads (est. $400-
600); a group of eleven Continental
glazed earthenware humidors, mod-
eled as seated and standing figures
(est. $500-700) and a group of ten
Continental glazed earthenware humi-
dors in the form of architectural ele-
ments (est. $400-600). For informa-
tion, visit www.bonhams.com/us.

Beethoven at Cal
Phil Fest

“Beethoven and Broadway” take
center stage at season finale

performance of “Cal Phil at Walt
Disney Concert Hall” on Sunday,
August 22, at 2 p.m. Guest soloists
include Marya Basaraba and
Catherine Ireland (sopranos), Steve
Grabe (tenor) and Roberto Perlas
Gomez (tenor). Admission starts at
$30. Tickets can purchased by calling
(800)745-3000. Walt Disney Concert
Hall is located at 111 S. Grand Ave.
For information, visit www.cal
phil.org.

25 NCJW/LA on
Immigration

The National Council of Jewish
Women/Los Angeles presents a

free community event, “Immigration
Reform…A Broken System”, on
Wednesday, August 25, from 11:30
a.m. to 1:30 p.m. at NCJW/LA
Council House, at 543 N. Fairfax
Ave. CBS political reporter, Dave
Bryan, will moderate a panel of spe-
cialists: Jeffrey Kaye, author and PBS
journalist; Jenny Pasquarella, staff
attorney for the American Civil
Liberties Union of Southern
California; and Eun Sook Lee, execu-
tive director of the National Korean
American Service and Education
Consortium. Refreshments will be
provided. To reserve a spot, call
(323)852-8503.

Mark, a sharp-witted political conserv-
ative, and Nicole, an apolitical, tolerant
artist. Showtimes start at 8 p.m. every
Friday and Saturday and 7 p.m. on
Sundays. Admission is $15 for students
and senior citizens and $25 for general
admission. For information call,
(310)358-9936 or visit www.katse-
lastheatre.org.

Forest Lawn on 
‘Art of Animals’

The Forest Lawn Museum presents
the “Menagerie: The Art of

Animals” exhibit, featuring artwork

from an eclectic array of artists open-
ing Friday, August 20. The exhibit
will include paintings and drawings,
as well as bronze, synthetic and paper
sculpture. Among the artists repre-
sented in the exhibit are painter,
William Stout, the exhibit’s guest co-
curator; sculptor and painter, Charles
Marion Russell; Steven R. Kutcher, an
“insect wrangler” for motion pictures,
who will exhibit his collection of
insect footprint art; and Rosie, a
Bornean Orangutan and long time res-
ident of the Los Angeles Zoo. The
exhibit will run through January. The
museum is located at 1712 S.
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Glendale Ave. and is open, Tuesday –
Sunday, from 10 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Admission and parking are free. For
information, visit
www.forestlawn.com.

Lincoln Stegment
Theatre ‘Cleans Up’

“Cleaning Up!” takes the stage at
The Lincoln Stegment

Theater on Friday, August 21, at 8 p.m.
The comedy team of Rogers and
Harris bring together local singing and
comedic talents to save Bob’s Place, a
Gulf Coast bar owned by their old
friend, Bob. “Cleaning Up!” is pre-
sented by ELATE, with additional per-
formances on August 21, 27 and 28,
also at 8 p.m., and August 22 and 29 at
2 p.m. Tickets are $10 for adults and
$8 for senior citizens and children.
The Lincoln Stegment Theatre is
located at 6020 Radford Ave. in North
Hollywood. For information, call
(818)509-0882.

21 Beauty w/o
Hurting the Beast

The Beauty Rebellion Project
Launch Party and benefit for Best

Friends LA. will support cruelty-free
beauty swag for beauty product, vin-
tage clothes and animal lovers on
Saturday, August 21, from 2 p.m. – 9
p.m. at American Vintage, located at
1750 Hillhurst Ave. Performers include
DJ Aus, DJ Maximum Thrills, The
Minions, Led Negro and Tomorrows
Tulips. The event will feature free ani-
mal-friendly beauty products for both
sexes, and free apparel for the first 150
attendees. Suggested donation is $10.
All proceeds benefit Best Friends
Animal Society. For information, visit
www.beautyrebellionproject.com/201
0/07/best-friends-fundraiser.

Paranormal
Activities

The Independent Investigations
Group, an organization dedicated

to researching paranormal activities
from wacky medical claims to UFOs,
celebrates a decade of inquiry with the
comedians and skeptic celebrities on
Saturday, August 21, at 7 p.m. at the
Steve Allen Theater, located at 4773
Hollywood Blvd. The event will honor
television shows, “The Mentalist” and
“Eureka”, for their contributions to
science and skepticism. Admission

http://www.templebethzionla.org/
http://www.estherleon.com/events.html
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The West Hollywood City
Council on Monday designated

a 1940s-era apartment building on
Horn Avenue near Sunset
Boulevard as a cultural historic
resource. The decision was made
after a lengthy review by the city
Historic Preservation Commission,
and ensures no major structural
changes will be made to the build-
ing in the future. 

The building, located at 1127 N.
Horn Ave., is named the Sunset
Patios and was designed by archi-
tect Edward H. Fickett, FAIA.
Fickett is a well-known Southern
California architect, having
designed more than 60,000 homes
and buildings in the region during a
career spanning more than six
decades. Fickett, who died in 1999,
designed numerous residences,
apartment complexes and commer-
cial buildings in West Hollywood
and the surrounding area, but only
five or six are known to still exist
today — most have been razed or
developed as new projects. 

Fickett’s widow, Joycie Fickett,
said she was grateful the West
Hollywood City Council agreed the
Sunset Patios building was histori-
cally significant, and added that she
hopes more of his works can be
preserved.

“I think Eddie would have been
very pleased,” Fickett said. “It was

one of the places he designed where
the movie stars stayed when film-
ing in L.A. James Dean and Ava
Gardner stayed there. I think the
city realized that out of thirty seven
buildings my husband designed in
West Hollywood, only a handful
are left.”

Edward Fickett established an
office at 7421 Beverly Blvd. in
1944, which was his headquarters
until his death. His widow said that
following his death, the office was
maintained by associates he had
worked with until last April. She
said Fickett was once so busy
designing buildings in West
Hollywood that he opened a satel-
lite office at 9026 Melrose Ave. to
be closer to the area. In addition to

private residences and apartment
buildings, Fickett designed public
facilities such as West Hollywood
Park and the West Hollywood
Library. Other prominent structures
in the local area include the Spago
restaurant and the former Tower
Records building on Sunset
Boulevard. His projects utilized
windows and openings to make
occupants feel as if they are out-
side. The Sunset Patios building,
which was built in 1949, was deter-
mined to have many features such
as windows and open kitchens that
were indicative of Fickett’s classic
designs.

John Keho, planning manager for
the City of West Hollywood, said

n Apartments Are
Example of 
Post-War Design

Building by Edward H. Fickett Designated Historic

BY EDWIN FOLVEN                   

photo by Tim Posada

The Sunset Patios apartments on Horn Avenue in West Hollywood have
been designated as a cultural historic resource.

‘Stan Chambers Day’
Proclaimed in L.A.

photo courtesy of Martin Zamora, Los Angeles County

Los Angeles County Supervisor Michael D. Antonovich, 5th
District, issued a proclamation to veteran KTLA News broadcast-

er Stan Chambers on Tuesday, and proclaimed August 17 as “Stan
Chambers Day” in L.A. County. Chambers, 87, announced last week
that he will be retiring after 63 years in broadcasting. Chambers report-
ed on more than 22,000 stories during his career, including major
occurrences such as the Watts Riots, the assassination of Robert F.
Kennedy, the Los Angeles Riots of 1992, and the 1971 Sylmar earth-
quake and 1994 Northridge earthquake. A one-hour special on
Chambers will air on KTLA on August 23 at 8 p.m., and September 5
at 11 p.m. See Apartments page 22

www.lutherburbanksavings.com
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Complete Automotive Service - We Do It All!
• Tires
• Brakes
• Shocks & Struts

• Lube & Oil
• Air Conditioning
• Wheel Alignment

• CV Boots
• Timing Belts
• Water Pumps

• Foreign & Domestic

• All Years, Makes & Models

• Latest Computerized Diagnostic Services

• Computerized Customer Service Files

105 South Fairfax Ave. at 1st St.
(323)931-1481 • (323)936-6141

Chuck’s Auto &Chuck’s Auto & Dream Machines, Inc. Dream Machines, Inc. 

Classic Ford
Mustangs 

1965-1970
Sales &

Restoration
Serving the 

Fairfax District 
for 50 Years
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COMPLETE 

FOREIGN & DOMESTIC 
AUTOMOTIVE SERVICE

MMECHANICAL • ELECTRICAL REPAIR • CARS • TRUCKS VANS
by certified mechanics

Free ride to home or work within 3 mile radius
25 years serving your neighborhood

6th Street & La Brea Ave. • (323)938-3286

Any Mechanical
Service $10 OFF

with this ad
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State of California
LICENSED

SMOG
CHECK

TAXI
LL..AA.. CCHHEECCKKEERR CCAABB

FAST & ON-TIME TO LAX
Professional • Courteous • Reliable

(800) 300-5007
(800) 696-4919

24-hour radio
dispatch service

Many members of the West
Hollywood community are

remembering John Leighton Chase,
an urban planner for the city, who
died unexpectedly of a heart attack
on August 13 at the age of 57.

Chase worked for the City of
West Hollywood for the past 14
years, and was involved in major
projects such as the reconstruction
of Santa Monica Boulevard and the
La Brea Gateway project. He was
also an accomplished author, hav-
ing written books on urban plan-
ning and preservation including
“Exterior Decoration: Hollywood’s
Inside-Out Houses” and “Glitter,
Stucco & Dumpster Diving:
Reflections on Building in the
Vernacular City”, for which he won
a PEN American Center Best Book
award in 2000. In addition to his
work with the city, Chase also
taught planning courses at several
colleges and universities, including
the University of Southern
California. He was also the chair of
the editorial board of ArcCA, a
publication of the American
Institute of Architects California

Council, and was a member of the
Board of Directors for the
California Chapter of the Society of
Architectural Historians. 

John Keho, planning manager for
the City of West Hollywood, said
Chase was an important contributor
to the modern aesthetics of the city. 

“It is a devastating loss. We are
going to miss him a whole lot,”
Keho said. “His work can be seen
everywhere you look. When you

look at Santa Monica Boulevard,
you see John Chase’s work. When
you look at the parks, you see John
Chase’s work. All of the buildings
in West Hollywood, he reviewed
for design recommendations. He
pushed architectural designs to
make the buildings the best they
could possibly be.”

Chase grew up in South
Pasadena and graduated from the
University of California Santa
Cruz, where he studied urban plan-
ning and architectural design. He
later attended graduate school at
UCLA. Prior to joining the staff at
the City of West Hollywood in
1996, he was employed by Disney
and also ran his own architectural
consulting firm. 

West Hollywood City
Councilmember John Duran said
Chase was an integral part of the
West Hollywood landscape, and
added that Chase challenged devel-
opers to design buildings that were
extraordinary and unique.

“The fact that we don’t have shoe
box-looking buildings is because
John would insist that we have cre-
ativity and style, and John would
insist it look beautiful,” Duran said.
“Anything outlandish or creative in
appearance, it probably had John
Chase’s touch.”

Duran said one of the things

n City Staff Member
Stressed Beauty in
Project Design

WeHo Remembers Urban Planner John Chase

BY EDWIN FOLVEN                   

photo courtesy of Richard Settle

John Chase, an urban planner in
the City of West Hollywood, died
unexpectedly last Friday.

The Los Angeles City Council
has approved a motion by City

Councilman Greig Smith, 12th
District, to change the city’s lawn
watering restrictions from two to
three days a week. The motion
seeks to make it easier for residents
to keep their lawns green, conserve
more water, and reduce stress on
the aging water infrastructure that
may have led to numerous water
main ruptures last year.

“We were hearing on a daily
basis from homeowners frustrated
that their lawns were dying and
brown, which hurts the quality of
life in our neighborhoods and
degrades home values,” Smith
said. “L.A. residents have shown
over and over again that they are
willing and able to conserve water
when it’s really needed, so let’s

give them more flexibility.””
The motion was seconded by

Council President Eric Garcetti,
13th District, and changes the
restrictions in the Los Angeles
Department of Water and Power’s
(DWP) Water Conservation
Ordinance from two days per week
for 15 minutes per day, to three
days per week for eight minutes
per day, before 9 a.m. and after 4
p.m.   It is designed to reduce
watering from 30 to 24 minutes per
property per week, and gives
homeowners the flexibility to
water more frequently and keep
their lawns green during the hot
summer months. In terms of reduc-
ing the stress on the water infra-
structure, a report from USC
Viterbi School of Engineering
determined that that the dramatic

swings in pressure from all city
residents being allowed to water
two days per week was partially to
blame for the rash of water main
breaks.   Under the new rules, resi-
dents at odd-numbered addresses
can water on Mondays,
Wednesdays and Fridays, while
residents in even numbered homes
and businesses can water on
Tuesdays, Thursdays and Sundays.
Addresses ending in a fraction
should follow the schedule for the
last whole number on the address.
  Hand watering with a garden hose
is still allowed without time limits
before 9 a.m. and after 4 p.m.   

The new regulations must still be
signed by the mayor and pub-
lished, so the city council will
announce soon when the new rules
go into effect.

Council Approves Odd-Even Watering Restrictions

LaBonge Wants Designation for
Little Bangladesh, Koreatown
Los Angeles City Council-

member Tom LaBonge, 4th
District, has authored a motion to
officially designate Koreatown
and Little Bangladesh as distinct
communities in Los Angeles. The
motion was con-
sidered in a
meeting of the
council’s Ed-
ucation and
Neighborhoods
Committee on
August 11.

For years,
Koreatown has
been a hub of
Korean culture,
food and enter-
tainment, but the
area was never
formally recog-
nized.  Bang-
ladeshi residents also sought for-
mal recognition for a cultural
center within Koreatown. In
response, community activist,
Chang Y. Lee, proposed that the
city officially define the borders
for an officially recognized
Koreatown.  The action was met
by opposition, however, from
many of the community’s El
Salvadorian and Bangladeshi res-

idents. LaBonge became
involved and called for all mem-
bers to work together for a cultur-
ally diverse compromise.  

“In the future, this will inspire
other communities to collaborate

and contribute to
the City of Los
A n g e l e s , ”
LaBonge said.
“It’s been a plea-
sure to work
with your neigh-
borhoods to
make the
Wilshire District
a multicultural
center of Los
Angeles.” 

The Educ-
ation and
Neighborhoods
Committee also

heard testimony from communi-
ty members, and letters of sup-
port were presented by leaders
in the El Salvadorian communi-
ty. The Los Angeles City
Council is scheduled to review
the committee’s recommenda-
tion on the designations in the
near future, and LaBonge
expects both district names to be
approved.

photo courtesy of the Fourth District Council Office

Los Angeles City Councilmember Tom LaBonge (third from left), 4th
District, and Councilmember Paul Krekorian (right), 2nd District,
were joined by members of the Korean and Bangladeshi communi-
ties to celebrate efforts to officially name districts after the groups in
Los Angeles.

“In the future,
this will

inspire other 
communities
to collaborate

and 
contribute.”

-Councilmember 
Tom LaBonge, 4th District

See John Chase page 22

www.ineedtaxi.com


www.99only.com
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4849 Santa Monica Blvd.

Hollywood, CA 90029
(323)469-0063

Serving the Community for over 60 Years. 
We understand your needs and deliver promptly.

Carpet • Vinyl • Hardwood Floors • Linoleum  • Tile     
Laminate Floors • Cork • Carpet Runners

Professionally Installed or Do-It-Yourself
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Please sit down and cross your
legs. Now close your eyes and

prepare to center your being. Ignore
your surroundings and only focus
on connecting your inner and outer
self. You are now ready for the new
art exhibit titled, “Zen Beauty”,
opening Sunday, August 22 at Park
La Brea’s Curson Square. Banner-
sized photographs will be featured,
taken by Park La Brea resident,
Michel Pascal, on his trip to Japan
while on assignment with National
Geographic, along with other inter-
active meditation experiences.

“It’s rare that we open our events
to the public,” said Sylvie
Brousseau, director of the Activities
Center for Park La Brea. “We do a
lot of things for residents. This time
we decided it’s special and we want
people to see that Park La Brea is
different from other properties.”

The exhibit premieres Sunday at
5 p.m., and the evening will consist
of various forms of meditation.
Christiane Wolf, a faculty member
of InsightLA, a Los Angeles-based
meditation center, will teach body-
meditation at 6:30 p.m., and at 7
p.m., Sony-signed artists, Carole
Serrat and Laurent Stopnicki, will
lead a musical meditation.
Brousseau sees the exhibit as a
chance to promote a more apprecia-
tive view of nature and well being.

“Park La Brea is a unique prop-
erty,” Brousseau said. “You don’t
have anything like it west of the
Mississippi. We are very fortunate
to have big pieces of green every-
where, along with flowers and palm
trees, and we want to take a
moment and reflect on that. [Zen

Beauty] is about well being for our
residents and giving them some-
thing new in their lives, like medi-
tation.”

As part of the exhibit, a 25-
minute film directed by Pascal
titled “Pure”, will premiere. 

“It’s a visual journey through our
daily lives,” said Gabriella Wright,
co-producer and actor in “Pure”.
“It takes your mind through an
experience of peace.”

When contacted, Pascal stated
that he does not give interviews.

The film consists of a series of
images taken by Pascal, including
meditative shots of Wright, who
considers herself a link to the audi-
ence during the film. 

“The question it asks is, how you
look at your life, rather than how
you change it,” Wright said.
“That’s why [Pascal] chose to use
photography in a filmic way.”

She reflected on one image in
particular, where she meditates

next to a busy street in Los
Angeles. 

“It was a great meditation
because you’re hoping cars don’t
crush you while you meditate,”
Wright said. “[Pascal] thought it
represented what this is all about.”

Brousseau agrees with Wright,
saying that it can become easy to
ignore nature in the midst of city
life, but meditation can help people
“stop and look around.”

“Pure” will continue running at
“Zen Beauty” through the end of
the exhibit on September 8.
Sponsors include Mygofer.com
and Whole Foods Market, which is
providing food and refreshments.
According to Wright, “Zen
Beauty” will later become a travel-
ing exhibit, making appearances at
healing centers and other venues.

Park La Brea is located at 6200
W. Third St. For information, call
(866)677-0134 or visit www.park-
labrea.com. 

n Works by Resident
Show Methods of
Meditation 

Park La Brea Hosts Photo Exhibit on ʻZen Beautyʼ

photo courtesy of Michel Pascal

An image from the film “Pure”, by photographer Michel Pascal, will be
part of the exhibit at Park La Brea.

BY TIM POSADA                      

Veteran Sports Broadcaster
Remembered in Hollywood

photo by Edwin Folven

Flowers were placed Monday at the Hollywood Walk of Fame star
of veteran news anchor and broadcaster, Dan Avey, who died on

August 14 at age 69. Avey was the television and radio commentator
for the Los Angeles Kings for seven seasons between 1969-1976, and
later became a news anchor on KFWB News Radio, KFI and KABC
Radio. He also did voice over work as a sports announcer on several
television programs, including “Trapper John M.D.”, “One Night
Stand” and “Ring of Passion”, among others. Avey’s star is located at
6834 Hollywood Blvd.

Department of Aging Recognized
For Helping in the Community
The Los Angeles Department of

Aging was recently awarded the
2010 Aging Innovations and
Achievement Award at the National
Association of Area Agencies on
Aging’s annual conference. 

The Aging Innovations and
Achievement Award recognizes pro-
grams that showcase innovative and
successful aging services and assist
older adults and caregivers in their
communities. 

“The Department of Aging has
created an inclusive community
where no person is discriminated
against or overlooked,” Los Angeles
Mayor Villaraigosa said. “I am
proud that the Department of Aging
is getting the recognition it deserves
for its tireless efforts to serve the

ever-growing aging population
within our communities.” 

The Department of Aging
received the Innovation Award for
its L.A. Seniors Art Exhibit, in addi-
tion to $2,500 provided by Critical
Senior Technologies.   

“As a designated Area Agency on
Aging, the City of Los Angeles
Department of Aging provides trust-
ed resources for assistance to older
adults and caregivers in their com-
munities,” Department of Aging
general manager Laura Trejo said.
“These organizations are the lifeline
that provide critical resources that
help older adults remain in their
homes and stay active and contribut-
ing members of their communities
as long as possible.” 

http://www.linoleumcity.com/history.htm
www.muscleunder.com
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The National Council of Jewish
Women, Los Angeles

(NCJW/LA) has appointed Ruth
Zeitzew and Amy Straus as co-
presidents of the organization’s
Board of Directors.  Their two-
year tenure began on July 1, and
their co-presidency is designed to
add new strength to the NCJW/LA
and its work in the community.

“We are so excited to have two
such formidable women leading
our Board of Directors,”
NCJW/LA executive director
Hillary Selvin said. “Both Ruth
and Amy bring a wealth of knowl-
edge and experience to our board,
as well as insight to their respec-
tive generations. Because the work
NCJW/LA does is so essential to
the women, children and families
of Los Angeles, we want to make
sure we are relevant to people of
all ages.”

Zeitzew has dedicated her life to
education and advocacy in Los
Angeles.  After graduating from
UCLA, she taught in the Los
Angeles Unified School District
until retirement.  Zeitzew has a
long history of volunteerism as
B’nai B’rith chapter president; fac-

ulty president at 28th Street
School; editor of the Los Angeles
County Museum of Art’s newslet-
ter editor and chair of several
museum committees; and vice
president of Advocacy at
NCJW/LA. 

Straus, a New York native, has
been a writer and producer on
many television programs includ-
ing “Friends”, “Grounded for

Life” and “Ned & Stacey”. Straus’
involvement with NCJW/LA
began in 2005 as a volunteer with
the Alexandria House after-school
program, and later she became
vice president of the Women
Helping Children program. 

The NCJW/LA headquarters is
located at 543 N. Fairfax Ave. For
information, call (323)651-2930,
or visit www.ncjwla.org.

NCJW/LA Takes Multi-Generational Approach

photo courtesy of NCJW/LA

Amy Straus (left) and Ruth Zeitzew have been named co-presidents of
the National Council of Jewish Women/Los Angeles.

Councilmember Honors
Mentorship Participant

photo courtesy of Richard Settle

West Hollywood City Councilmember Lindsey Horvath (left) honored
Laura Smith, a participant in the City Council Mentorship Program,
at the council meeting on August 16. The program was created by
Horvath, and is a month-long, hands-on mentorship program
designed to provide new opportunities for youth, and educate stu-
dents about local government, including policy, constituent services
and community outreach. Smith is attending Vassar College this fall.

Assembly Members Look to Spur
Small Business Job Growth

Bill to Test Rape Kits Moves Ahead

Assembly members Mike
Feuer (D-Los Angeles) and V.

Manuel Pérez (D-Coachella), co-
chairs of the Assembly Jobs and
Economic Recovery Task Force,
recently joined Assembly Speaker
John A. Pérez (D-Los Angeles) to
announce a legislative package to
help small businesses spur job
growth.  

Task Force members have met
with small business leaders since
April, and last week, Perez con-
vened a Small Business Round
Table with Feuer and V. M.
Perez.  The legislators determined
that a persistent problem is small
businesses’ lack of access to capi-
tal, an essential component for
small businesses to expand and
continue to function.

The federal Small Business
Lending Act, a key proposal which
would help unlock access to capi-
tal for small businesses, has
remained idle in Congress due to a

Senate Republican filibuster.  That
measure could provide for an infu-
sion of more than $100 million
into access to capital programs in
California, which would leverage
several hundred million dollars in
loans for small businesses.  Feuer
said that if Congress does not
approve these funds, however,
California must ensure that its
small businesses receive the
access to capital they need to sur-
vive and prosper. The Task Force
members announced their inten-
tion to invest tens of millions of
dollars from a $300 million jobs
fund proposed by Democratic
leaders to revive and expand the
Small Business Loan Guarantee
Program and the CalCAP pro-
gram.  Each dollar invested in the
programs leverages five to ten
times that amount in loans to
California small businesses.   For
information, visit www.assem-
bly.ca.gov/feuer.

Abill that would require that
rape kits be analyzed and test-

ed in a timely manner has been
approved by the State senate. 

The measure, AB 558, was
authored by State Assembly
Member Anthony Portantino (D-La
Canada Flintridge) and would
require city and county law
enforcement agencies to report
annually on the number of rape kits
collected during the year and the
number of kits tested. The measure
stems from reports in 2008 that the
City of Los Angeles and 47 other
police agencies had more than
10,000 unopened rape kits in their
evidence lockers.

“This is the same bill that I intro-

duced last year to overwhelming
bi-partisan support in both legisla-
tive houses. Unfortunately, it was
vetoed by the governor,” Portantino
said. “I introduced this bill again to
protect women and children in our
communities by making sure that
our law enforcement agencies are
doing all they can to provide justice
for the victims of these horrible
crimes.”

The measure is supported by the
California Coalition Against Sexual
Assault, Crime Victims United, and
Crime Victims Action Alliance. AB
558 now goes back to the Assembly
for brief approval of amendments
before going to the governor’s desk
for his signature.

http://thetasteofbeverlyhills.com/


Last fall when she was a junior
at North Hollywood High

School, 16-year-old Fairfax
District resident Danielle Feuer
wanted to learn more about the
Islamic faith. While many
resources were available includ-
ing books and the Internet, Feuer
wanted to go further than what
has been written and opted to
seek out other people her age
who are Muslims.

Feuer, who is the daughter of
State Assembly Member Mike
Feuer (D-Los Angeles), turned to
religious leaders at the Temple
Emanuel in Beverly Hills, where
her family has attended services
since she was a child. Her rabbi
suggested she reach out to anoth-
er teen at the King Fahad Mosque

in Culver City, and with the help
of religious leaders there, Feuer
was introduced to July Aye, a 16-
year-old student from Culver
City who attends West Torrance
High School. 

“Originally, there was a twin-
ning program between the
mosque and the temple, but it was
only for adults. I thought it was
really important for young people
to get involved as well,” Feuer
said. “We began corresponding
and became really good friends.
Our goal was to work together
and cast off the misunderstand-
ings that are a source of conflict
between Jews and Muslims, and
establish a cultural understanding
between the two communities.
We started planning last fall, one
month in advance of our first
event.”

Feuer and Aye were aware of
the history of conflict in the
Middle East between Muslims
and Jews, and one of the first
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Almost four weeks before
school begins on September

13, Hollywood High School
Principal Jaime Morales prepares
for the start of another academic
year with ninth grade orientation on
Saturday at 9 a.m. 

Reflecting on what’s new for the
year, Morales highlighted the grow-
ing performing arts program and
the already full advanced studies
program, but he’s especially proud
of the school’s increased Academic
Performance Index (API) score, up
89 points from last year — the sec-
ond highest increase in the state.
The success followed another sub-
stantial increase the year before.
Morales is also quick to point out
that the school with a higher API
gain has a population of 100 stu-
dents, thus for Hollywood High,
which is roughly 30 times larger,
the achievement is much greater.

“We do so many things,”
Morales said of the school’s educa-
tional approach. “We have a com-
prehensive intervention program
for students who are struggling. We
try to make our instruction rigorous
and based on California standards.
And we also have an advisory pro-
gram that makes the students feel at
home and supported.”

Morales also discussed what he
refers to as “shadow classes” that
provide aid for incoming students
based on 8th grade test scores.

“Let’s say a student took pre-
algebra in eighth grade,” Morales
said. “The student doesn’t really
have any experience in algebra, so
the student will go into an algebra
class for first period and, instead of
taking an elective for third period,
the student will take a more target-
ed algebra class again that includes
computer programs and alternative
means to help the students. Means
customized by teachers.”

Morales stressed the importance
of helping students at the start of
high school, citing it as the continu-
ous key to the school’s success. 

“Hollywood High for many
years was a troubled school with
gangs and none of that exists any-
more,” Morales said. “It’s too bad
that kids in the Hollywood Hills are
going elsewhere when they could
be receiving, I believe, a better edu-
cation here.”

Formed in 1903, Hollywood
High School has graduated more
than 500 notable celebrities and

n School Raises 
Scores Though 
ʻShadow Classesʼ

Hollywood High Makes Big Gain in Academics

BY EDWIN FOLVEN                   

photo by Edwin Folven

Administrators at Hollywood High School are planning to build on last
yearʼs success in improving academic performance.

See Hollywood High page 9

See Teens page 9

BY TIM POSADA                    

photo courtesy of Isadora Kosofsky

Danielle Feuer (right) helped form the Islamic/Jewish Interfaith Youth
Group. Members participate in interfaith dialogues, enjoy social
gatherings, and perform community service. 

Teens Find Common Ground
Between Jews and Muslims
n Local Teen 
Danielle Feuer 
Leads Group

http://www.pilgrim-school.org/
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Cathedral Chapel School 
Kindergarten through Eighth Grade

755 South Cochran Avenue • Los Angeles, CA  90036
A Member of the Miracle Mile Community since 1930

• Classroom Internet Access
• Apple Mac Computer Lab 

w/ Internet Access
• Honors Math Program
• Spanish Program
• Music Program
• Departmentalized Junior High
• Extended Day Care
• CYO Sports
• Lunch Service
• Outreach Concern Counseling Program
• Fully Accredited by WASC and WCEA

Call for information:
(323)938-9976

www.cathedralchapelschool.org

“Welcome to the
2010-2011 
school year!”
Ms. Bravo

New Name, Same Education at Dvorsky

Pre-K – Eighth Grade
148 S. Linden Drive, Beverly Hills, CA 90212

• Serves Beverly Hills & Adjacent Areas
• High ITBS Score
• Academic Decathlon Program
• Accepts Students of all Faiths
• Departmentalized  Junior High
• Technology Integrated Curriculum

For more information:
(310)275-8601

www.goodshepherdbeverlyhills.com
admissions@goodshepherdbeverlyhills.com

• Extended Day Care
• CYO Sports
• Spanish Program
• Fully Accredited by WCEA, WASC
• Honors Math Program
• Character Counts & Service
Learning Programs

The Dvorsky College
Preparatory School,

which is located at 1317 N.
Crescent Heights Blvd.,
has changed its name to the
West Hollywood College
Preparatory School.

Igor Dvorsky, the direc-
tor of the school, said it was
started in 2000 by his
mother, Elina Dvorskaya,
who had been a long time
educator in Ukraine.
Dvorskaya serves as the
school’s principal, and is
still heavily involved in
students’ education. West
Hollywood College
Preparatory School offers
classes in pre-school
through 12th grade, allow-
ing students to stay in the
same learning environment
from early development
classes through high
school. The school follows
the motto of “Preparing
Young Minds for the
Future,” and is fully
accredited by the Western
Association of Schools and
Colleges. Dvorsky said
West Hollywood College
Preparatory School is
known for small, personal-
ized class sizes. The school
has approximately 100 stu-
dents, but there is a policy
of not having more than 10

students per class. 
“It’s more than a school,

it’s an educational center.
The kids get the maximum
from the teachers, and we
try to find an individual
way for the students to
learn in each class,”
Dvorsky said. “All of the
classes are in one location.
It’s more of the European
style of educating.”

Dvorsky said the school
features instructors from
the United States, Europe
and Russia, and the prima-
ry language used is

English. The curriculum is
focused on academics such
as math and science, and
Dvorsky said it is one of
the few schools in Los
Angeles that offers Russian
language classes. 

In addition, Dvorsky
said the school offers a
variety of arts classes, as
well as after-school pro-
grams such as arts and
crafts, chess, yoga, dance
and karate. 

For information, call
(323)822-7900, or visit
www.dvorskyschool.com.

West Hollywood Elementary
School will celebrate its

100th anniversary this year with the
Los Angeles Unified School
District (LAUSD).   

In March 1910, the Sherman
School was annexed by LAUSD,
and in 1929, the school replaced
the name Sherman with West
Hollywood Elementary. In antici-
pation of the centennial school
year, the parent booster club “The
Friends of West Hollywood
Elementary” is looking for student,
teacher and principal alumni to
share their memories of life at West
Hollywood Elementary.  Organ-
izers are still planning the events
but want to hear from alumni. 

For information, contact Tracy
Cook at WeHoElAlum@hot
mail.com.

WeHo Elementary
Celebrates 100
Years with Stories
from Alumni
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myths the teens sought to dispel was that
youths from the different faiths could get
along. They formed the Islamic/Jewish
Interfaith Youth Group and recruited friends
and fellow teens from their places of worship
to come together for a series of interfaith dia-
logues, a social gathering and a barbecue.
Feuer said the members quickly began to
develop friendships, and added that the more
she met with Aye, the more she understood
that teens from the different faiths shared a lot
in common.

“We were both going
to be seniors, we were
both academically
involved, and we were
both involved in sports,
in school and outside of
school.” Feuer said.
“We have a ton of
things in common, the
teenage life in Los
Angeles, going on
Facebook, hanging out
together and going to
movies.”

Feuer said the teens
also began delving into
the commonalities of
both religions, and
realized there was a strong connection in
both faiths for the need to perform commu-
nity service — studies of texts in both the
Torah and the Koran revealed many refer-
ences to helping others in the community
that are less fortunate. Members of the group
later participated in three community service
projects in the spring, including serving food
to the homeless on Skid Row, volunteering at
the SOVA food warehouse in Van Nuys, and
working to improve the garden at the 24th
Street Elementary School in South Los
Angeles. 

“It was important that we showed that Jews
and Muslims can work together for the bet-
terment of society,” Feuer added. “It’s great
for teenagers to come together to bridge the
misunderstandings.”

Aye also said the Islamic/Jewish Interfaith
Youth Group has helped her become more
aware of the shared ideals of both religions,
and added that she has enjoyed getting to

know her Jewish counterparts.
“We found that we could teach each other

about our religions. It’s really been awesome.
There are so many things we didn’t realize
we had in common, but it is really empower-
ing also,” Aye said. “It’s great to know other
people feel the same way we do.”

Aye said she learned that members of both
faiths share a strong commitment to family, a
central component the group identified with
the religious texts. She added that it was inter-
esting to learn that many people her age from
both faiths share difficulties during the holi-

days. Halloween and
Christmas are not
observed by many
members of either
faith, and Aye said she
was surprised to learn
that other people her
age sometimes felt a
little left out during
that time of year. 

“It’s great to know
other people feel the
same way we feel,”
Aye added. “There are
so many negative
things that you hear
about the religions, but
we found that we share
commonalities and use

them to help others in the community.” 
Feuer said the group has stopped meeting

regularly during the summer, but plans call
for them to get together again when the fall
semester begins in September.
Approximately 20 members from both faiths
were part of the group at the end of the last
semester, but some have graduated and
moved on to college. Both Feuer and Aye
said they will be working during their senior
year to recruit new, younger members, both
as a means of educating them and to ensure
the organization will continue into the future.

“We need to reinfuse people with what is
going on with our organization, and we are
very open to other people joining,” Feuer
said. “Hopefully we can   be an example for
other young people, and the greater commu-
nity.”

Anyone seeking information should search
for the Islamic/Jewish Interfaith Youth group
on Facebook.   

politicians, including Cher,
Sarah Jessica Parker,
Brandy and Richard
Norman Perle, former assis-
tant Secretary of Defense
the in Reagan
Administration and chair-
man of the board for the
Defense Policy Board

Advisory Committee for the
Bush Administration. The
school consists of more than
150 faculty and approxi-
mately 3,000 students, 75
percent of Latino descent.

Class sizes range from 23
to 35 students, depending
on subject. With an 81 per-
cent graduation rate, three

percent higher than the dis-
trict average, Hollywood
High allows various oppor-
tunities for parent involve-
ment through the Advisory
Council, Governance
Council, PTA/PTO, class-
room volunteering, office
volunteering, fundraising
and school beautification. 

For information, visit
w w w. h o l l y w o o d h i g h -
school.net.

photo courtesy of West Hollywood Preparatory School

West Hollywood Preparatory School provides a multi-
media learning environment through the computer lab.

HHS Ups Academic Goals
From School page 8

From Teen page 8

Teens Find Common Ground

“It was important
that we showed
that Jews and

Muslims can work
together for the

betterment 
of society.”

- Fairfax District resident 
Danielle Feuer

http://www.cathedralchapelschool.org/
http://www.goodshepherdbeverlyhills.com/
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reported burglary or theft in the
Mid-City and Koreatown areas to
please come forward.  

Detectives urge citizens to make
sure their vehicle doors are always
locked and remove all valuables,
not leaving anything in plain view.  

Anyone with information about
this crime or who wishes to claim
any items is asked to call Detectives
Ron Lee or Ana Melara at 213-382-
9440.

14 August 19, 2010 Park Labrea News/Beverly Press

The following information was reported to the West Hollywood Sheriff’s Station
between August 5 and August 10, 2010. If you are a victim of a crime, here are
the telephone numbers of local law enforcement agencies; Los Angeles Police
Department, Wilshire Division (323)485-4022 and Los Angeles County Sheriff’s
Department West Hollywood Station (310)855-8850. 

POLICE BLOTTER

WEST HOLLYWOOD
PROPERTY CRIME

August 5

During the day, an unknown thief
stole a mountain bicycle, valued at
$150, from the parking garage of
an apartment complex in the 1400
block of Hayworth.

August 6

At 9:30 a.m., as she shopped at a
department store in the 7100 block
of Santa Monica, a woman had her
wallet stolen from her purse by an
unknown African-American female
thief.  The wallet contained identifi-
cation, cash, credit cards, passport
and miscellaneous items.  The loss
was estimated at about $1,942.

A storeowner reported at 4:37 p.m.
that a recently terminated African-
American female stole several
clothing and jewelry items from the
business, which is located in the
8800 block of Sunset.  The loss
was estimated at about $1,929.

During the day, an unknown bur-
glar broke into an apartment in the
800 block of Norton and stole a
laptop computer, valued at $500,
and caused an estimated $60
damage.

August 7

At 5:00 a.m., an unknown suspect
broke into a courtyard of a busi-
ness located in the 8400 block of
Santa Monica and stole merchan-
dise, valued at about $37, from a
delivered package.  Damage to a

fence was estimated at about
$500.

During the night, an unknown bur-
glar broke into a business in the
7200 block of Santa Monica, stole
a 32” flat screen television, and
caused an estimated $1,000 dam-
age to a large window pane.

At 9:05 a.m., at a health club in the
8600 block of Santa Monica, an
unknown suspect stole a watch,
bracelet and cash from a locked
locker.  The loss was estimated at
about $592.

An unknown African-American
male suspect stole eight CDs and
DVDs, valued at about $150, from
a retail business in the 7100 block
of Santa Monica at 2:19pm. The
suspect fled on foot.

At 8:15 p.m., an unknown burglar
broke into a locked locker at a
health club in the 8600 block of
Santa Monica and stole two mp3
players and a digital camera.  The
loss was estimated at about $950.

August 8

A guest at a hotel in the 8500 block
of Santa Monica reported at 1:30
p.m. that an unknown burglar
entered his room and stole laptop
computer, cellular phone, wallet
and cash, all valued at about
$5,220.

August 9

At 10:30 a.m., an unknown burglar
broke into a business in the 7700
block of Santa Monica and stole a
laptop computer, valued at $1,000,

and caused an estimated $500
damage to a large front window.

A man reported at 6:29 p.m. that
while recently at a health club in
the 8500 block of Sunset, an
unknown thief stole his gold and
diamond ring, valued at about
$5,000, that he had left unattended
on a counter.  

At 9 a.m., at a health club in the
8600 block of Santa Monica, an
unknown burglar broke into a
locked locker and stole a passport
and clothing.

10:45 pm, 8600 block of Santa
Monica.  An unknown thief stole a
locked bicycle, valued at $1,200,
from a bike rack in front of a busi-
ness in the 8600 block of Santa
Monica at 10:45 a.m.

August 10

At 8:20 p.m., after a license plate
check in the 8400 block of Melrose
Place came back as a reported
stolen vehicle, the Hispanic female
driver was arrested for reasonable
cause grand theft auto.

During the week, four suspects
were arrested for burglary or theft
after being observed shoplifting at
local retail businesses.

During the week, following four
separate traffic collisions, four dri-
vers were arrested for driving
under the influence of alcohol.

During the week, four vehicles
were burglarized by unknown sus-
pects.  Total estimate of damage
and articles taken was $5.720.

During the week, one vehicle was
stolen by an unknown thief.

During the week, one reported
stolen vehicle was recovered and
the owner notified.

During the week, twenty vehicles
were impounded for thirty days
since they were being driven by an
unlicensed driver or a person with
a suspended or revoked license.
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EXPERT WATCH & JEWELRY REPAIR
We Change Watch Batteries  •  Work Guaranteed  •  Free Estimate

163 S. Fairfax  (across from Farmers Market) • (323)933-0288

MAJESTIC WMAJESTIC WAATCH REPTCH REPAIRAIR

LAPD detectives are investigat-
ing what appears to be a second

rape in as many weeks by a middle-
aged man driving an Econoline-
type van through Skid Row.  Police
want to warn the public, especially
women staying in Skid Row, to be
aware and on the lookout for this
suspect.

The first instance occurred
August 1, when a 37-year-old tran-
sient woman accepted a ride from
the suspect near 6th Street in Skid
Row.  

According to the victim, the man
bound her with duct tape in the van
then raped her repeatedly over the
next three days before dropping her
off in Koreatown.

“The challenge for us in this case
was the victim’s apprehension to
cooperate,” said Lt. Paul Vernon,
who heads the Central Detective
Division.  “It was difficult for offi-
cers to get any useful information
from her, and since that night we’ve
been unable to locate her.”  

The second incident occurred on
August 10, around 10 p.m. A 29-
year-old woman was walking near
6th Street and Towne Avenue, not
far from the prior incident when a
middle-aged, balding man in a
brown van drove up and offered the

woman a ride to get some food.
The woman accepted the offer.

They drove to the McDonalds
restaurant at 7th Street and
Alameda Street.  

The man told the woman he
wanted her to perform a sex act.

When she refused, he pulled a knife
and bound her arms and legs with
duct tape, then gagged her with
more duct tape.  

He drove the van to the 500 block
of Palm Avenue, an industrial area
of Alhambra, California, where he
removed her clothing and raped

her.  
The suspect led the frightened

victim out of the van and into a
parking lot with a trash dumpster.
The suspect picked up the victim,
still naked, bound, and gagged, and
threw her into the dumpster, then
drove away.  The victim was able to
make enough noise that a business
owner stopped and helped her. 

“The man cut the bindings on her
hands and gave her a towel to cover
herself,” Lt. Vernon said.
Paramedics took the woman to a
local hospital for treatment.

“Detectives worked all day
Wednesday following up on leads
in this case,” Vernon added.
“These types of stranger rapes and
abductions are quite the exception,
and we take them very seriously.”  

The last series of rapes in Skid
Row occurred in 2008.   Eric
Lamont Clay, 37, was arrested and
charged in the rapes of at least four
women, whom he picked up in his
taxicab.

“These types of
stranger rapes
and abductions

are quite the
exception, and
we take them

very seriously.”
--Lt. Paul Vernon,

Commanding Officer
LAPD  Detective Division 

LAPD Nabs Mid-City Auto Burglar
Los Angeles Police Department

Olympic Area officers arrested a
suspected car thief with stolen prop-
erty in his possession.

On July 26, at 9 a.m., Olympic
patrol officers were in the area of
1st Street and Normandie Avenue,
an area plagued with car thefts,
when they saw an individual peer-
ing into parked cars.  

The officers stopped to investi-
gate the suspicious activity when
they discovered the individual had
stolen property in his possession.
The officers recovered jewelry, sev-
eral digital cameras, cell phones,
DVDs, CDs, mp3 players, video
games and a stolen item that traced
back to a May 2009 theft of a vehi-
cle.  

The suspect, identified as 46-
year-old Carlos Flores of Los
Angeles, was arrested for receiving
stolen property and was booked
into the LAPD’s jail facility in lieu
of $20,000 bail.

Olympic Division Property
Section detectives want to return
the recovered property to rightful
owners and ask that any victims of

The officers
recovered 

jewelry, several
digital 

cameras, cell
phones, DVDs,

CDs...and a
stolen item that
traced back to a
May 2009 theft.

LAPD Address
Robberies
The Los Angeles Police

Department will hold a press
conference tonight at 4 p.m. at the
Rampart Division Community
Room to address a spate of rob-
beries in and around the Alvarado
Corridor during the past several
months.

The suspects are usually young
male Hispanics, who target male
and female Hispanic victims at all
hours of the day and night.  

For further information contact
Rampart Area Detectives at (213)
484-3550.

Anyone with information on this
crime is urged to call Detective
Josh Riggs, Central Sex Unit, at
213-972-1235.

LAPD Detectives Search for Skid Row Serial Rapist

photo courtesy of LAPD

A composite sketch of the rapist,
who has abducted at least two
women from Skid Row in downton
Los Angeles.

www.kramerlaw.biz
www.99only.com
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In regards to the article titled
“Monarch Projects Will Bring

370 Units to WeHo” in the August
12 issue, I believe it is the second
story about the razing of a neigh-
borhood “institution” for yet
another housing complex without
a single mention of the unfortu-
nate impact the closing of the
institution will have on locals and
loyal customers.   Jon’s Markets
may not be a landmark or the pret-
tiest building on the block (in fact
it may be the most aesthetically
unpleasant), and it may smell a bit
odd from time to time, but no one
can compete (as the throngs of
immigrants, neighborhood folks
and food lovers of all walks of life
will attest) with this market when
it comes to delicious cold cuts,
cheeses, smoked fish and caviar,
ethic foods like hummus, a half
dozen or more feta cheeses,
olives, and produce from fresh
mint to tomatoes on the vine, beets
and more, all at a fraction of the
price that Gelson’s or the Ralph’s
across the street charge. Now
we’ll have to head east or over the
hill to Valley Village for our Jon’s
fix.

D. Carlaftes
Los Angeles

Regarding the article titled
“Calf Leaves WeHo For a

Home on the Range” in the
August 12 issue, as I unashamed-
ly weep at the photo of
“Cowboy”, the rescued calf. I
thank God for Lorri Houston, the
founder of Animal Acres, and peo-
ple like her.

My only gripe is reading that
Houston and Animal Acres farm
manager Frank Allen both said it
was very difficult to prosecute

people for animal cruelty.

Eddie Cress
Sylmar

In regards to article titled
“FilmLA Bridges Gap in

Residential Film Dispute” in the
August 12 issue, from my per-
spective, it is quite the opposite. 

First, my neighbor, who stands
to profit considerably, never told
anyone that she intended to tape a
reality TV show here. Then, once
the neighborhood became roused,
she attempted to mislead by
claiming that her show was just a
simple, small homegrown produc-
tion. Yes, but one financed by
Scripps Interactive Network (SIN)
for its new cable TV Cooking
Channel.

I think we can all acknowledge
that we live in Los Angeles, which
is the film and tape production
center of the world, and that loca-
tion shooting is part of the
lifeblood of our city’s economy.
But what has ensued in our neigh-
borhood is not that. This SIN
financed effort has proceeded to
use us not just as a location, but as
a production center in order to
save cost.

They were not pulling this off
alone, and that’s where FilmLA
comes in, but not in the way it
claims. I learned that Film LA,
which issues permits, is an indus-
try organ, with the sole purpose of
pushing permits out and produc-
tions forward, no matter how out-
rageous the request is.
Unfortunately, I am sad to report
that the office of our one-term
City Councilman, Paul Koretz,
only participated in the stalling
game until Film LA could guide
the permit through the neighbor-
hood objections and be granted.

So what can you learn from my

lesson? You have to move quickly
because the whole process is
designed to move quickly. Skip
FilmLA, skip Koretz’ office.
Instead, the one institution that
seems ready at least to be even
handed is the special LAPD unit
that responds to filming com-
plaints known as the Contract
Services Section. Their phone
number (213)486-0410. 

By the way, FilmLA, which
knew of this police unit’s exis-
tence, never called it when many
neighbors and I protested the
noise. And they’re supposed to be
working together “bridging that
gap” as your headline blared.
More like charging tolls on a
bridge built where we live.

Gary Drucker
Martel Avenue

If the West Hollywood City
Council is so concerned about

the quality of our air, as they
should be, they must start by
enforcing the law against the use
of gas leaf blowers, which are a far
greater and further reaching envi-
ronmental hazard than cigarette
smoke. 

Beverly Hills and Santa Monica
have similar leaf blower laws, as
do many other cities, and as the
decreasing quality of the air we
breathe becomes a more critical
issue, it demands stricter enforce-
ment of existing air quality laws
and ordinances. Scientific
research has shown that two gas
leaf blowers cause as much air
contamination as 17 cars, and can
greatly exacerbate and increase
the severity of asthma, bronchitis
and other lung diseases. The blast
of these fumes creates an airborne
entrained dust that contains heavy
doses of carbon monoxide and
other invisible particle matter, that

are poisonous to the bodies of
both humans and animals, and are
particularly hazardous to the
health of seniors and babies. 

I think it is incumbent upon
those who create these laws to
duly enforce them, as I assume
they are legally bound to do.

Woody McBreairty
West Hollywood 

In regards to the article “Tour
Buses Rile Neighbors” in the

August 12 issue, I live off Sunset
Boulevard in West Hollywood and
travel Sunset on a daily basis. I’ve
seen tour buses stop dead in mov-
ing traffic so that their patrons can
gawk at the Chateau Marmont,
Saddle Ranch, Viper Room, etc.,
causing driving hazards and fur-
ther congesting this busy road.

Additionally, I have seen them
drive at 15 mph (it’s a posted 35
mph zone), again causing a dri-
ving and safety hazard as they are
not moving with the flow of traf-
fic. Something needs to be done
before one of these tour buses
causes an accident where some-
one is killed. 

Shawn O’Grady
West Hollywood

Letters to the Editor

The Park Labrea News
and Beverly Press encour-
ages our readers to submit
Letters to the Editor via e-
mail at: 
editor@beverlypress.com.
Letters must be signed by the
author. Readers may also
submit comments to
www.beverlypress.com, or
www.parklabreanews.com.

Have an Opinion?

Animal Cruelty Should
be Easier to Prosecute

Jonʼs Market is a 
WeHo Institution 

FilmLA is Doesnʼt
Support Neighborhoodʼs
Best Interests 

WeHo Needs to
Enforce Law on
Gasoline Leaf Blowers

Answers on page 22

Harmony Project
Students Perform
at Music Festival  

Approximately 250 Los Angeles
Unified School District

(LAUSD) middle and high school
students from the Harmony Project
performed in different orchestras at
the annual “Summer Festival
Concert” on August 1 at the Forest
Lawn Hall of Liberty. The
Harmony Project, which is based in
Hollywood, provides music instruc-
tion and instruments to more than
800 children annually.

The groups included the
Harmony Project Orchestra, the
Hollywood Youth Orchestra,
Beyond the Bell Contemporary
Strings, Contemporary Winds, and
the Contemporary Flute Ensemble.
Students performed under the
batons of Fulbright Scholar Laura
Geier and Sukari Glenn. The per-
formance also included a multi-
media show with popular action
and Disney characters broadcast on
a screen while the orchestras per-
formed excerpts from Disney
soundtracks. But it was the stu-
dents’ commitment to preparing for
the performance that most
impressed 

Henry Shin, conductor of
Harmony Project’s Hollywood
Youth Orchestra, congratulated stu-
dents for attending five-hour
rehearsals on Saturdays for the past
three months in preparation for the
show. The Harmony Project’s pro-
grams are currently in or adjacent to
four of the city’s 12 Gang
Reduction and Youth Development
(GRYD) Zones. In the future,
Harmony Project plans to have a
presence in all 12 GRYD Zones.
The Harmony Project has an 81
percent retention rate, with 100 per-
cent of the students completing
high school.  Students selected for
Harmony Project programs must be
enrolled in school and maintain a
2.0 grade point average, and both
students and parents must fulfill a
“contract” with Harmony Project. 

Tour Buses Out of
Control on Sunset

http://www.lcfcountryclub.com/


www.hollywoodtoyota.com


www.parklabrea.com
www.rosalietherealtor.com


www.tashmans.com


help increase the pie for bicycle and
pedestrian projects,” Snyder said.
“Second, it would be very impor-
tant for the city to rewrite the street
manual (a city document filled with
such cycling related issues as street
classifications). Third, he could
help to initiate a cultured change
within the Department of
Transportation.”

Snyder’s last point is addressed
in the executive summary of the
2010 Bike Plan where it states,
“The city’s traditional autocentric
focus on facilitating vehicular
movement has rendered many of
the streets unfriendly and even hos-
tile to all but the most confident
bicycle riders.”

The 2010 Plan is a joint venture
of the Department of City Planning,
the Department of Transportation,
the Technical Advisory Committee,
a committee supervised by Metro
that evaluates all transportation pro-
posals for Los Angeles County, and
Alta Planning + Design, a consul-
tant group for the City of Los
Angeles.

Highlighted at the summit was
chapter five of the Bike 2010 Plan,

which mentions a Five-Year
Implementation Strategy dedicated
to creating 200 miles of bike lane. It
also states that the city plans to
complete the Citywide Bikeway
System of 1,633 miles over two
decades. No start date is listed. 

Jeff Jacobberger, chair of the
Mid-City West Community
Council, was encouraged by the
summit since the mayor spent most
of the time listening to suggestions,
rather than speaking. However, he
believes the draft plan is not ambi-
tious enough and hopes to change
ambiguous language to tangible
plans that could be implemented.

“For a lot of people in the room,
twenty five years is not in their life-
time,” Jacobberger said. “The draft
really hasn’t come up with some-
thing new since the last version in
1996. It should be implemented
much more quickly.”

Last week, Los Angeles City
Councilmember Tom LaBonge, 4th
District, proposed the installation of
“bicycle stairs”, channels on the
sides of pedestrian staircases that
allow bicycles to be transported
with greater ease, in an effort to
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Cycling Concerns Addressed at Summit
From page 1

photo by Tim Posada

Some cyclists opt to ride on the sidewalk instead of competing with traf-
fic on the street. City officials are analyzing ways to make cycling safer.

photo by Tim Posada

Creating more bike lanes and “sharrows” are two of the options under
consideration.

photo courtesy of Sunset Junction

Thousands of people are expected to attend the Sunset Junction Street
Fair this weekend.

make cycling more accessible in
the city.

“It’s become more important
than ever to consider alternative
forms of transportation,” LaBonge
said.  “It’s important to consider
cyclists in our plans and imple-
menting bike stairs, sharrows and
bike lanes, thus demonstrating to
the people of Los Angeles that we
can live in harmony.”

The Bicycle Coalition is current-
ly working to create a public ser-
vice announcement geared towards
educating cyclists and motorists on
sharing the road, viewing cyclists
as having the same rights as
motorists. 

“There’s still a lot of work to be
done,” Smolarski said of the 2010
Bike Plan. “We need more commit-
ted language. We can’t settle for
just bike routes or bike paths; we
need more bike lanes.”

To view the current draft of the
2010 Bike Plan, visit www.labike-
plan.org. To join the Los Angeles
Bicycle Coalition and learn more
about cycling rights and safety tips,
visit www.la-bike.org.

Music, Food and Fun Featured at
Sunset Junction Street Fair  
The Sunset Junction Fair is cele-

brating its 30th anniversary this
year during the annual street festival
on Saturday, August 21 and 22 in
the 700 to 4300 blocks of Sunset
Boulevard, and  the 4000 to 4200
blocks of Santa Monica Boulevard.

The event will include five music
stages featuring an eclectic mix of
national and local acts, carnival
rides, food booths, beer gardens,
arts and crafts, a circus, DJ’s and
street performers. To celebrate the
anniversary, a fifth “Locals Only”
stage has been added, which will

feature a wide cross-section of local
bands. The Sunset Junction Fair
also traditionally embraces diversi-
ty, which is reflected in its musical
line-up.   This year, a Miles Davis
tribute titled “Bitches Brew 40th
Re-Mix” will be included in cele-
bration of the 40th Anniversary of
Davis’s jazz, rock, funk and fusion
masterpiece.  

The event runs from 11 a.m. to 10
p.m. on Saturday; 11 a.m. to 10 p.m.
on Sunday. Tickets are $15 online;
$20 at the gate. For information,
visit www.sunsetjunction.org.

www.silveradosenior.com
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ue to maintain medians. However,
up until this year, city staff main-
tained one “quadrant” of the city.  

Last year, 23 employees of the
City of Los Angeles Urban Forestry
Division maintained medians in the
north-central quadrant, which
encompasses the downtown, mid-
city, and Hollywood areas. As with
so many other city departments,
however, the Urban Forestry
Division was downsized in the
2010-2011 budget, and all 23 posi-
tions were eliminated, leaving no
one to maintain the medians. 

As the grass has crept higher and
higher, city council district offices
have scrambled to come up with
funds to maintain the medians.
Council President Eric Garcetti,
13th District, agreed to provide
funds left over from Community
Development Block Grants his dis-
trict received from the federal gov-
ernment to cover 60 percent of the
cost of maintaining medians in all
seven of the affected council dis-
tricts. 

“Without proper maintenance,
these medians can become over-
grown, litter-strewn eyesores that
can drag down an entire neighbor-
hood,” Garcetti said. “In these
tough times, we must work hard to
find solutions, which is why we
made it a priority to closely scruti-
nize our stimulus dollars. This
scrutiny paid off.”

To maintain the medians not cov-
ered by Garcetti’s stimulus funds,
other city councilmembers are
enacting plans to use money from

council office discretionary funds
to hire private contractors. On
Tuesday, Councilmembers Tom
LaBonge, 4th District, and Paul
Koretz, 5th District, agreed to share
the costs for maintaining the medi-

an on Highland Avenue between
Wilshire Boulevard and Melrose
Avenue for the next year. The costs
will be covered by funds from oil
pipelines that run through their dis-
tricts and street furniture advertis-
ing. 

“We’ve been looking at all possi-
ble funding sources, so that we
could quickly renew maintenance
of our median islands, since such
city service was suddenly halted as
of July 1 due to the city’s budget
crisis,” Koretz said. “The good

news is that we have successfully
found usable funds, and so all
maintenance service in CD 5 that
was discontinued as of July 1 will
be restored as early as this month.
It’s very important that our medians
have regular landscaping mainte-
nance, for the sake of community
morale, aesthetic appeal and public
safety.   Now and in the long term,
we certainly need to ensure that
median landscaping is not endan-
gered but is secure. As a member of
the Budget Committee, I am going
to do what I can to ensure that this
service is adequately funded in
future years, so that this kind of
lapse never happens again.”

Still, it remains to be seen when
maintenance of the medians will
actually resume. LaBonge and
Koretz have transferred almost
$18,000 — the cost of maintaining
the Highland Avenue median for a
year — from their discretionary
funds to the Bureau of Street
Services, which will then hire a pri-
vate contractor. No plan is yet in
place for maintenance of San
Vicente Boulevard, though officials
from the 4th Council District Office
said they hoped to have it taken
care of by September.

According to Ron Lorenzen,
assistant chief forester for the
Urban Forestry division, the city
used to hire private contractors to
maintain all of the medians.
However, about a decade ago, as
part of a compromise with the
Service Employees International
Union (SEIU), the city agreed to
use city employees to maintain
medians in one of the four quad-
rants, with a rotation of the quad-
rant the city maintained. City staff
has kept up the north-central quad-
rant for the past two years.

When it came time to make the
2010-2011 budget, the contracts for
the other three quadrants had to be
honored. But the city staff positions
that kept up the north-central quad-
rant medians could be eliminated.
As a result, median upkeep for
three quadrants is being paid for out
of the city’s general fund, while in
the central part of the city, upkeep is
coming out of council district office
funds, which might otherwise be
put to other uses. 

This year, each council office
received about $112,000 from

street furniture advertising, accord-
ing to the city clerk’s office. These
funds must be used for transit-relat-
ed projects, and have, in the past,
supported streetscape projects and
sidewalk improvements. The 4th
Council District currently has more
than $137,000 in oil pipeline funds
at its disposal, much of that left
over from last fiscal year, when
they did not use any of the money. 

Jeff Jacobberger, chair of the
Mid-City West Neighborhood
Council, expressed concern that
funding for median upkeep was
coming from the local council dis-
trict offices instead of from the gen-
eral fund.

“In our neighborhood, which is
viewed as more prosperous, we get
a lot of development, a lot of con-
gestion, and yet no return on any of

that money for things that help
ameliorate the impact of that,”
Jacobberger said. “At a time when
the economy is not doing well, and
commercial strips are not doing
well, having weeds waist high on
San Vicente sends a horrible mes-
sage.”

Kramer, on the other hand, said
he’s been happy with the coun-
cilmembers’ response to the situa-
tion.

“I’m very satisfied with the fact
that they’re making a real effort, in
a responsible amount of time,”
Kramer said. “This hasn’t festered
for six months. It’s been a few
weeks. The city really doesn’t have
any money that isn’t spoken for.
The failure to maintain the median
isn’t to punish somebody. The
money really isn’t there.” 

Medians Are in Need of Trimming
From page 1

photo by Ian Lovett

The grass on the medians on Highland Avenue is several inches high
between Wilshire Boulevard and Melrose Avenue.

photo by Ian Lovett

Weeds are growing rampant on the medians because the city did not
budget funding for landscaping.

“Without proper
maintenance,
these medians
can become
overgrown, 
litter-strewn

eyesores that
can drag down

an entire 
neighborhood.” 

-Council President 
Eric Garcetti, 13th District

New Leadership Elected to 
L.A. Police Commission
The Los Angeles Police

Commission has unanimously
re-elected police commissioner
John W. Mack as its president, and
police commissioner Alan J.
Skobin as vice president.  

Mack has served as a police
commissioner since 2005 and held
the president position from 2005 to
2007. Under the City Charter, an
individual may hold the president
position for unlimited terms, yet
not more than two consecutive
years at a time. Mack is also a for-
mer president of the Los Angeles
Urban League. Skobin has served
as a police commissioner since
2003. He was first appointed to the
commission by former Mayor
James Hahn, and then reappointed
by Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa in
2005. He previously held the vice
president position from 2003 to
2007. The Police Commission cur-
rently consists of Mack, Skobin,
and commissioners Richard
Drooyan, Robert Saltzman and

Debra Wong Yang. 
“I am honored to continue as the

president of the police commis-
sion,” Mack said.  “Collectively,
this commission has been the dri-
ving force behind some important
accomplishments at LAPD, such as
the installation of in-car video cam-
eras. I look forward to more
accomplishments that benefit the
diverse communities of Los
Angeles.”

Skobin is the vice president and
general counsel of Galpin Motors,
Inc. He is widely recognized for
expertise in many areas of law
enforcement, including efficient
use of resources, officer use of
force incidents, technology,
employee relations and community
based policing.

“I am once again humbled with
this honor and look forward to
working with my fellow commis-
sioners as we continue the signifi-
cant progress that has been made,”
Skobin said.
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Visit Ties Up Traffic and
Prompts Demonstration
From page 1 Hollywood City hall on Thursday.

“The worst thing is that twice now
we’ve gotten really excited about
being able to express our love and
get married, and twice it’s been
taken away. The whole thing about
being a second-class citizen never
really hit home until just now.” 

Couples were not the only ones
whose plans were interrupted by
the 9th Circuit’s ruling. Businesses
that had hoped a wave of same-sex
weddings would provide a boom
will now also have to put their
products back on the shelves. 

Tom Rosa, owner of Cake and
Art, a cake shop on Santa Monica
Boulevard in West Hollywood,
said he had orders for a dozen wed-
ding cakes this week, including a
centerpiece for the ceremonies that
were being planned at the L.A.
Gay & Lesbian Center on
Thursday. All of the orders were
cancelled. 

“When gay weddings started
occurring back in 2008, we got
swamped,” Rosa said. “At that
time, a lot of businesses looked at
the gay wedding boom as some-
thing to latch onto, and a lot of
those fell through. This time, we
had a lot more people who wanted
to wait and see. The good thing
about hearing on Monday was that
we hadn’t started making the cakes
yet.” 

GBK Productions hosted a gay
and lesbian wedding expo in 2008,
after same-sex marriages first
became legal. The group had
planned a similar event several
weeks from now, until the 9th
Circuit’s ruling. 

“There is easily close to fifty mil-
lion dollars worth of weddings for
caterers, rental companies, and
planners such as ourselves, that has
been lost over these past two years
due to the fact that gays and les-
bians can’t get married,” said Gavin
Keilly, CEO of GBK Productions.
“There are not really lots of couples
doing wedding-like commitment
ceremonies. If it can’t be a wed-
ding, there’s no need to spend all
that money for the big type of
event.” 

West Hollywood City
Councilmember John Duran said a
lot of couples he spoke with had
been making wedding preparations
with trepidation, after the experi-
ence with Proposition 8. 

“It’s been a whirlwind of activity
over the past couple weeks,” Duran
said. “We were prepared for the
possibility of getting back into per-

Answers From Page 16

the Sunset Patios is an example of
the multi-family apartment build-
ings that were built in the area dur-
ing the 1940s. The building fea-
tures modernist style architecture
configured around a central court-
yard, which was common in
Fickett’s apartment building
designs. All units feature private
patios, a Fickett hallmark. 

“This is one of the earlier exam-
ples,” Keho said. “It is a modernist
apartment building, irregular in
shape with a swimming pool,
which became common after
World War II.”

Fickett owned a company that
developed light fixtures, and each
property featured different models.
He also always chose the furnish-
ings for his buildings, which at
Sunset Patios, included mono-

grammed bed comforters, some of
which still exist today in the apart-
ments, according to his widow.

Edward Levin, the chair of the
city’s Historic Preservation
Commission, said the commission
agreed that Sunset Patios was a
prime example of Fickett’s work in
the city. Levin said the historic des-
ignation prevents alterations from
being made to the exterior of the
building. He added that the com-
mission now plans to consider
more buildings built between the
early 1940s through 1961 that are
examples of post-World War II
architecture. 

“Each era brings with it distinc-
tive developments of architecture,
and this apartment building is rep-
resentative of the post-war designs
that were once commonly built by

Edward Fickett. This is quite a
lovely example of that,” Levin
said. “Very little has changed. It
still retains its integrity. A few
fences were changed, but it still has
the original signage. You can see
what this was like when it was
built.”

Levin said the commission will
be considering additional buildings
designed by Fickett in the coming
months, including a building at
1128 N. Larrabee St. and another at
1285 N. Sweetzer Ave. Joycie
Fickett said she is hopeful city
leaders will view the other proper-
ties as also being important historic
architectural examples. 

“Other cities of the world respect
renowned architectural works and
save them, rather than destroying
them and putting up these big con-

crete buildings without any love,”
Fickett said. “Eddie’s buildings

were built with love and considera-
tion, and are worth saving.”   

Apartments Granted Historic Status
From page 3

photo by Tim Posada

The Sunset Patios building on Horn Avenue has been designated as a
cultural historic resource. The building by architect Edward Fickett is one
of a handful he designed that still exist in West Hollywood.

photo by Ian Lovett

Demonstrators upset about federal immigration policy demonstrated
outside the fundraiser on Monday.

ones were,” said Mike Sayers,
who was on his way to West
Hollywood. “I had to pee really
badly and the gas light came on.
It was awful. The fact that it was
just for a fundraiser added to my
frustration.” 

Jeff Jacobberger, chair of the
Mid-City West Neighborhood
Council, said he was trying to
bike home when he was stopped
at Olympic Boulevard.

“I’m not so much troubled by
the shutdown, because I know
they have their security proto-
col,” Jacobberger said. “But the
complete lack of information was
a bigger problem. If you needed
to get around, nobody would tell
you how far you had to go, what
streets were affected, where the
shutdown area was. People had
no idea how to get themselves out
of it, so a lot of them just drove
around aimlessly, which caused
more congestion.” 

The president was in town for a
fundraiser at a private residence
in Hancock Park. Outside the
event, protesters gathered to push
for immigration reform, though
they failed to muster the same ire
as the hoards of commuters stuck
in traffic.

Organized by the Coalition for
Humane Immigrant Rights of Los

Angeles (CHIRLA), the rally
took on a “Wizard of Oz” theme,
with protesters dressed as charac-
ters from the story, who were
meant to represent politicians.

“Obama said he would pass
immigration reform within his
first year,” said Maria Rodriguez,
an organizer for CHIRLA.
“Dorothy represents Obama
because she’s lost. Don’t be like
Dorothy. We need your leader-
ship on immigration reform.” 

The scarecrow, who lacks a
heart, represented Sen. Lindsey
Graham, who has suggested
repealing the 14th amendment,
which grants citizenship to any-
one born on United States soil;
the Tin Man, who lacks a brain,
represented Sen. John McCain,
who “forgot he was a proponent
of immigration reform just three
years ago,” Rodriguez said; while
the lion represented Speaker of
the House Nancy Pelosi, Senate
Majority Leader Harry Reid, and
Senator Charles Schumer,
because “they need courage to
stand up for the immigrant com-
munity and their Latino con-
stituents,” she added.

The protesters marched up and
down 3rd Street just east of
Highland Avenue, without dis-
rupting traffic.  

Weddings Postponed by Appeals Court Decision
From page 1

forming marriages, but this time
felt different. Last time, it seemed
like an open-ended process. This
time, with people who were con-

tacting me, I felt like I had to say,
‘go carefully’. We were making
plans, but I also told people to keep
watching the news.” 

John Chase Remembered
From page 4

about Chase that was most memo-
rable is his contributions to the
Santa Monica Boulevard project.
Chase advocated for having dou-
blewide sidewalks, color-coordi-
nated bus stops and other ameni-
ties that were eventually adopted
into the plan.

“John had this real sense of
beauty and style, and I think a lot
of what people now associate with
West Hollywood looking so beau-
tiful can be attributed to John
Chase,” Duran added. “The wider
sidewalks and the colorful bus
stops and the canopy of the trees
all had to come together in a pic-
turesque way. With John, we
couldn’t just repave the boule-
vard, we had to redo the boule-
vard and make it beautiful.”

City Councilman Jeffrey Prang
also lauded Chase’s work, and
added that he was very person-
able. 

“He was really a remarkable
person, not just because he was a
talented employee, but he was a
wonderful and generous human
being,” Prang said. “He loved the
city, he loved his profession and
he was just a larger than life figure
in the City of West Hollywood.”

Chase is survived by his hus-
band, Jonathan Cowan, and sister,
Laura Chase. The city has sched-
uled a memorial for Chase on
Tuesday, August 24 from 4 to 7
p.m. in Fiesta Hall at Plummer
Park, 7377 Santa Monica Blvd.
For information, visit
www.weho.org. 

LAUSD Receives Arts Grant
The Los Angeles Unified School

District (LAUSD) Arts
Education Branch, in conjunction
with Inner-City Arts, has been
awarded a four-year, $1.3 million
federal Model Development and
Dissemination Arts Education
grant. 

The grant, which is awarded by
the U.S. Department of Education,
will provide funding for arts learn-
ing services program in the
LAUSD, and at the University of
California, Los Angeles (UCLA)
Graduate School of Education and
Information Sciences. The project
will be used to create an innovative,
cohesive model which will provide
standards-based arts education that
can help improve academic perfor-
mance among LAUSD English
learners.  The grant funds are allo-
cated for project supplies, training
teachers, teaching artists and train-
ing stipends.

“Using the arts in academic
instruction can also engage and
motivate students to do better, and
even stay in school because of that
connection,” LAUSD Superinten-
dent Ramon Cortines said. “The

grant is especially appreciated at a
time when elementary art instruc-
tion is being reduced in our schools,
a casualty of a huge budget deficit.”
The goal of the grant is to immerse
the California Visual and
Performing Arts standards into
mainstream subjects such as
English, math, science and social
studies. Special emphasis will be
given to non-arts classroom teach-
ers to develop their potential as arts
educators and promote activities
that encourage schools to embrace a
comprehensive arts strategy. 
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