
Performers are strapping on
their dancing shoes in prepa-
ration for Saturday auditions

for an original musical about the
history of West Hollywood.
Produced by the Cornerstone
Theater Company and written by
Tom Jacobson, a West Hollywood
resident from 1986 to 1992, the
musical, currently unnamed, is part
of the city’s ongoing 25th year
anniversary celebration.

“Our goal is to involve the com-
munity as widely as possible
through their voices articulated in
the script, as actors, and, at least, as
audience members during the run
of the show,” said Andrew
Campbell, cultural affairs adminis-
trator for the City of West
Hollywood and city liaison to
Cornerstone on the project.

The Cornerstone Theater

Company, an organization that pro-
duces original shows with a com-
munity focus, will hold auditions
on Saturday, August 14, from noon

to 5 p.m. at Plummer Park. Other
auditions will also be held at dates
to be announced. 

Film crews working in residen-
tial neighborhoods are a part
of life in Los Angeles, but

sometimes the productions cause
inconveniences for homeowners
who must endure parking short-
ages, noise and large crowds.

A production planned in the resi-
dential neighborhood south of
Beverly Boulevard and east of Pan
Pacific Park caused some concern
among neighbors last week when a

homeowner unveiled plans to film a
cooking show inside a residence at
106 N. Vista St. The production
company, Ready Freddy
Productions, is planning to film a
show titled “Cooking” at the resi-
dence, with filming tentatively last-
ing through the end of August or
early September. The show would
focus on resident Debi Mazar, who
has an Internet cooking program,
and would largely be filmed inside
the house and inside a truck parked

10 a.m. until 8 p.m., during which
time they counted 113 tour buses.
She said the buses often illegally
block traffic, make too much
noise, and sometimes come by
after dark when tour-goers can see
in the windows of her house.

“The buses have always been a
part of living here, and I know this
issue is not unique to our neigh-
borhood,” Morrissey said. “But
it’s really gotten bad this summer.
I understand it’s an important
industry for L.A., and we’re not

trying to shut the buses down.
Nobody is asking for any new
laws. We’re simply asking that the
buses follow existing state and
city codes, which these companies

Last Thursday, the day after
United States District
Court Judge Vaughn

Walker ruled that Proposition 8,
the state ban on same-sex mar-
riage in California, was unconsti-
tutional, couples began showing
up at West Hollywood City Hall
to say their vows. West
Hollywood City Clerk Tom West
had to turn them away.

Following last week’s ruling,
celebrations were held across
West Hollywood, including a
rally in West Hollywood Park last
Wednesday night, where several
hundred people gathered to hear
speeches from Ted Olson and

David Boise, the lawyers who
argued the case, as well as Los
Angeles Mayor Antonio
Villaraigosa, West Hollywood
Mayor John Heilman, and other
celebrities and public officials.
Chad Griffin, president of the
American Foundation for Equal
Rights, which brought the lawsuit
against Proposition 8, introduced
his partner of nine years on stage. 

“We’re going to be married as
soon as possible,” Griffin said.

Despite the revelatory atmos-
phere, however, it remains
unclear if, when, and for how
long same-sex marriages might
be allowed to resume in
California. 

Currently, Walker is consider-
ing whether to stay his order pre-
venting the enforcement of
Proposition 8, which would
require opponents of same-sex

For tourists in Hollywood, in
addition to the Walk of
Fame, the Hollywood Sign

and the Sunset Strip, the list of
destinations often includes
homes where famous film scenes
were shot or where movie stars
live. Up and down Hollywood
Boulevard, people hand out tour
bus brochures, offering tourists a
chance to glimpse the homes of
Madonna, Britney Spears and
Paris Hilton. 

These tour buses have been a
Hollywood fixture for years, with
the oldest company, Starline
Tours, founded in 1935. Many
city officials have also highlight-
ed the importance of the tourism
industry in the city’s economic
recovery. However, the prolifera-
tion of tour companies during the
last year has led to confrontations
on Hollywood Boulevard, and
complaints from Hollywood area
residents who live near famous
homes.

Patty Morrissey, a resident of
the area just north of Sunset
Boulevard near Orange Drive,
said she and 25 neighbors con-
ducted a survey on Friday, July
30, sitting out on the corner from
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photo courtesy of Richard Settle

The former Argos Coffee Shop will be the setting for “West Hollywood
the Musical”.

n Reporter Boards
Bus for First-Hand
Look
See Tour Companies page 20

WWW.BEVERLYPRESS.COM

BY TIM POSADA                    

See Compromise page 20

See Buses page 20

n City to Create Musical
for 25th Anniversary 

n WeHo Council
Prepares to Officiate 
at Weddings

n Production Company Reaches Out To Community

n LaBonge Hears
Concerns 
Loud and Clear

photo by Ian Lovett

Tour companies compete for passengers on Hollywood Boulevard.
Some residents and city officials want more regulations.  

Tour Buses Rile Neighbors

WeHo Comes Alive With the Sound of Music

FilmLA Bridges Gap in
Residential Film Dispute

Same Sex Couples Remain
Anxious to Tie the Knot 

photo by Edwin Folven

Several trucks and trailers were parked in the neighborhood last week,
but most have since been moved off residential streets. 

www.hollywoodtoyota.com
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C a l e n d a r

photo by Alex Kim

Photos Depict ‘Rich Lands’ at Korean Cultural Center
As part of the Los Angeles Korean Cultural Centerʼs 30th Anniversary Special Exhibition Series, “Riches of the
Lands” will feature more than 40 nature photographs taken in monochrome by members of the Photographers
Society of Southern California and local artists of Los Angeles, like “San Francisco” (pictured), taken by
Society president Alex Kim. The exhibit, located at 5505 Wilshire Blvd., begins Friday, August 13, with a recep-
tion at 7 p.m. and ends Thursday, August 26. The Center is open Monday – Friday, 9 a.m. – 5 p.m., and
Saturday, 10 a.m. – 1 p.m. Admission is free. For information, call (323)936-7141 or visit www.kccla.org.
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12 L.A. Phil Gets the
Ax Treatment 

Bramwell Tovey will lead the Los
Angeles Philharmonic in a con-

cert, featuring acclaimed pianist,
Emanuel Ax, at the Hollywood Bowl
tonight at 8 p.m. Ax will perform the
massive four-movement “Piano
Concerto No. 2” by Johannes Brahms
in a program that includes Dvořák’s
“Noonday Witch Op. 108” and three
“Slavonic Dances”. Tickets are on
sale at the Hollywood Bowl Box
Office at 2391 N. Highland Ave., by
phone at (323)850-2000 or online at
www.hollywoodbowl.com.

Young Musicians
Concert

The 18th Annual American
Society of Young Musicians Live

Benefit Concert and Awards hits the
red carpet tonight at 6:30 p.m. at the
Bel Air Luxe Hotel ballroom, at
11461 Sunset Blvd. The event will
honor musicians like Billy Ray Cyrus
for Best Country Artist, Barry
Manilow for Music Legend, and
Romeo for Best Young Hip Hop
Artist. A buffet dinner starts at 7:30
p.m. before the awards presentation at
8 p.m. For ticket information, call
(310)358-8300.

13 Connick, Jr.
Jazzes Things Up

Harry Connick, Jr. returns to the
Hollywood Bowl with his big

band and the Los Angeles
Philharmonic, for two nights, Friday,
August 13, and Saturday, August 14,
at 8:30 p.m. He will perform songs
from his most recent release,
Grammy-nominated, “Your Songs”.
Tickets are on sale at the Hollywood
Bowl Box Office at 2391 N. Highland
Ave., by phone at (323)850-2000 or
online at www.hollywoodbowl.com.

14 ‘Midsummer’ at
Kings Road Park

The City of West Hollywood will
host “Shakespeare in the Parks”

performances of “A Midsummer
Night’s Dream” at King Road Park on
Saturday, August 14, at 4 p.m.
Admission is free and Kings Road
Park is located at 1000 Kings Rd.

17 Go to ‘The Limit’

The Roy and Edna Disney/CalArts
Theatre (REDCAT), in Walt

Disney Concert Hall, will host the
U.S. premiere of a new film, “The
Limit”, by Mexico City-based artist,
Laureana Toledo, followed by a post-
show discussion with the artist, along
with music critic and journalist, Josh
Kun, on Tuesday, August 17, at 8:30
p.m. The 30-minute documentary
investigates how information and
popular culture are digested, and the
role of colonialism in the human
imagination. Admission is $9. For
information, call (213)237-2800 or
visit www.redcat.org.

Find Da Vinci’s Code
in the Music

The musical notes hidden 512 years
ago by Leonardo da Vinci in his

famous mural, “The Last Supper,” will
be played for the public in a first-time
ever performance called “Variations
on Theme by Leonardo da Vinci” at
the Sinai Temple, located at 10400
Wilshire Blvd., at 8 p.m. on Tuesday,
August 17. Ukrainian-trained conduc-
tor Gregory Cherninsky, founder and
artistic director of the Beverly Hills
International Music Festival, will lead
the Festival Chamber Orchestra,
accompanied by the Choral Society of
Southern California. Operatic tenor
Sterling Branton will provide a narra-
tion for this historic performance. For
information, call (310)779-7622 or
visit www.bhmusicfestival.org.

18 Russian/English
Night Out

The City of West Hollywood’s
Russian Advisory Board, Time

Presses and the Russian-American
Club will host a “Wednesday Night
Social Club” on Wednesday, August
18, from 6 p.m. – 9 p.m. in Room 6 of
the West Hollywood Community
Center in Plummer Park, at 7377
Santa Monica Blvd. The event will
take place every third Wednesday of
the month, and feature karaoke
singing, movies, potluck food and an
opportunity to communicate in the
Russian and English languages.
Admission is free.  For information,
call (323)848-6826 or visit
www.timepresses.com.

Complete Automotive Service - We Do It All!
• Tires
• Brakes
• Shocks & Struts

• Lube & Oil
• Air Conditioning
• Wheel Alignment

• CV Boots
• Timing Belts
• Water Pumps

• Foreign & Domestic

• All Years, Makes & Models

• Latest Computerized Diagnostic Services

• Computerized Customer Service Files

105 South Fairfax Ave. at 1st St.
(323)931-1481 • (323)936-6141

Chuck’s Auto &Chuck’s Auto & Dream Machines, Inc. Dream Machines, Inc. 

Classic Ford
Mustangs 

1965-1970
Sales &

Restoration
Serving the 

Fairfax District 
for 50 Years

Admissions is free but seating is lim-
ited. For information, call Classic
Theatre Lab at (323)960-5691 or
visit www.classicaltheatrelab.org.

15 McKnight Gets
‘Smooth’ Treatment

The L.A. Phil presents the annual
Smooth Summer Jazz event at the

Hollywood Bowl, featuring perform-
ers like Brian McKnight, R n R,
Nathan East, Paul Jackson, Jr. and
Spencer Day on Sunday, August 15, at
6 p.m. Award-winning entertainer,
Brian McKnight, has earned a spot in
contemporary music history, selling
more than 20 million albums world-
wide. His latest album, “Evolution of
a Man”, features duets with Stevie
Wonder and Jill Scott. Tickets are on

sale at the Hollywood Bowl Box
Office at 2391 N. Highland Ave., by
phone at (323)850-2000 or online at
www.hollywoodbowl.com.

WeHo Latin Jam

The City of West Hollywood’s Arts
and Cultural Affairs Commission

2010 Summer Sounds Series will pre-
sent its latest muscial act, the Susie
Hanson Latin Band, on Sunday,
August 15, at 3 p.m. in Plummer Park,
at 7377 Santa Monica Blvd. The Susie
Hansen Latin Band plays music that
combines hard-driving Salsa sung in
Spanish and English, traditional
Cuban Charanga grooves and the
Western influence of straight-ahead
jazz. Admission is free. For informa-
tion, visit www.weho.org.

16 88’s AIDS Walk
Benefit Concert

Gonpachi Restaurant, at 134 N.
La Cienega Blvd, will host “The

Music Of Kander & Ebb” as part of
the 88’s Benefit for AIDS Walk, on
Monday, August 16, from 8 p.m. – 10
p.m., with a special question and
answer time to follow with Sammy
Williams, Tony winner for the role of
Paul in “A Chorus Line”. All pro-
ceeds will go towards the California
AIDS Walk. Admission is $15 for
seating with a dinner reservation and
$10 for standing room (subject to
availability based on seating sales).
Tickets are expected to sell out. For
ticket prices and information, call
(310)659-8887 or visit gonpachi.
globaldiningca.com.

www.altlive.org


Attorneys for dozens of patients
who received radiation over-

doses while undergoing CT scans at
Cedars-Sinai Medical Center are
moving forward with individual
lawsuits claiming negligence
against the hospital and General
Electric, the manufacturer of the
hospital’s CT scan machines. 

Originally, a class action lawsuit
had been filed, but attorneys are
now considering a plan where indi-
vidual lawsuits will be handled
under one case. Los Angeles
Superior Court Judge Ann Jones
has scheduled a meeting between
attorneys from all three sides on
September 13 to discuss the proce-
dural issues necessary for the case
to proceed. State law imposes a
statute of limitations of one year to
file a lawsuit from the time the
problems were disclosed. With the
radiation overdoses at Cedars-Sinai
Medical Center, the statute of limi-
tations will expire at the end of
October.

Officials at Cedars-Sinai dis-
closed last October that 260
patients had received eight times
the normal dose of radiation while
undergoing CT brain perfusion
scans, a procedure used to diagnose
strokes. The overdoses occurred
during a period between February
2008 and August 2009, after the
settings on a CT scan machine were

overridden and were not reset. The
mistake was not discovered until
one of the patients who received a
brain perfusion scan at the hospital
complained about an abnormal loss
of hair and unusual reddening of
the skin. Cedars-Sinai officials later
publicly acknowledged the error
and offered to provide free medical
care to the patients affected for con-
ditions resulting from the overdos-
es. The hospital was also repri-
manded by the California
Department of Public Health,
which required Cedars-Sinai to
institute changes designed to pre-
vent the overdoses from occurring
in the future.

Representatives of Cedars-Sinai
Medical Center did not return

requests for comment on the law-
suits, but said in previous state-
ments that steps have been taken to
reduce the likelihood of the radia-
tion overdoses from occurring
again. The changes include retrain-
ing the staff and changes to the pro-
tocols for operating the CT scan
machines. 

Attorney Bill Newkirk, who rep-
resents approximately 45 of the
patients, said the overdoses illus-
trate a significant problem that is
widespread across the United
States. Following the incidents at
Cedars-Sinai, additional radiation
overdoses were reported at
Glendale Adventist Medical Center
and Providence Saint Joseph
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n State Legislature
Passes Bill to Regulate
CT Scan Machines

Legal Wrangling Continues in Radiation Overdoses

BY EDWIN FOLVEN                   

photo by Edwin Folven

Approximately 260 patients received overdoses of radiation at Cedars-
Sinai Medical Center. 

Motorcycle Crash Closes
Lanes on Wilshire Blvd.

photo by Edwin Folven

Amotorcyclist was injured Tuesday morning after being involved
in a collision with a car in the 500 block of Wilshire Boulevard.

The collision occurred around 9:00am near the intersection of Wilshire
Boulevard and Mansfield Avenue, and the eastbound lanes of Wilshire
were closed for more than hour, causing traffic major delays in the
area. The motorcyclist suffered a leg injury and was taken to Cedars-
Sinai Medical Center. The injuries were not considered to be life
threatening, and an investigation into the incident could take a couple
of days, according to Sgt. Delgado, of the Los Angeles Police
Department’s West Traffic Division. See Lawsuits page 21

www.lutherburbanksavings.com


Fresh off a plane from the UK,
Janette Beckman, a documen-

tary photographer, prepares for her
latest Los Angeles exhibit that
chronicles the early years of the
punk and hip-hop movements
through her photography. She

points to an image with a much
younger looking Sting standing to
the right of his band mates. 

“I shot the first Police album
cover back when they were just
three punks,” said Janette
Beckman, reflecting on the pho-
tographs at her exhibit. “I went and
bought my first Hasselblad camera
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Regarding the article titled
“WeHo Clamps Down on

Scavenger Recyclers” in the
August 5 issue, while I under-
stand why people are upset about
recyclers scavenging through
their garbage and recycling bins,
I also have compassion for these
people. They are not only doing
an environmentally correct ser-
vice, they are trying to support
themselves and not accosting
people outside of shops and cof-
fee houses asking for money, or
standing in the middle of busy
traffic streets with a cup, not only
disrupting traffic but putting
themselves in danger of getting
hit by a car. Perhaps the prospec-
tive WeHo ordinance should
require that the scavengers, as
you call them, be confined to cer-
tain hours. I know this is a hard
call, but at least they are doing
something useful in order to sur-
vive.

Carole Ellis
West Hollywood 

In regards to the article titled
“WeHo Clamps Down on

Fugitive Recyclers” in the
August 5 issue, the question is
should the city clamp down on
scavenger recyclers?  

Certainly, we all agree that
homeless people going through
our garbage is reprehensible to
most of us. It is unfortunate that
our society has people living
under such dire circumstances.
Rather than outlawing their
efforts to earn a few dollars to
sustain their lives, we need to rec-
ognize that survival is essential to
each human being. The fact is, it
is we and our society — those of
us who happen to be more fortu-
nate — that have failed in this
case. Why penalize the homeless
for our failure?  Instead, let’s find
ways to help them.  I am sure
there are many ways. 

George Epstein
Detroit Street

Regarding the article titled
“WeHo Clamps Down on

Scavenger Recyclers” in the
August 5 issue, this is such a
tough situation for all involved.
On one hand, I don't like people
on my property uninvited. On the
other hand, I understand that
these people need to support
themselves and they are helping
to save our environment.  The
cans and bottles that they find in

the garbage cans would end up in
landfills if they didn't pull them
out. I think that the best compro-
mise would be to forbid them
from entering private property
but to allow them to go through
cans on the curb.

Lisa Johnson

In regards to “WeHo Clamps
Down on Scavenger

Recyclers” in the August 5 issue,
after reading this article, I could-
n't help but think it might be a
better use of our energy to fine
employed people who live in
homes or apartments for throw-
ing recyclables in the trash rather
than homeless people who rip
open trash bags to get to the cans
and bottles. I want the homeless
to rescue the recyclables from the
trash. Why should we penalize
even a few good, honest, hard-
working homeless people when
we could more lucratively fine all
of the lazy people who don't
bother to recycle?

Jenifer Enani

My bedroom is less than 50
feet from the curb, and I am

sick to death of being woke up in
the middle of the night by creak-
ing, clanking carts of recyclables
and banging bin lids. I recycle
everything, but since I rarely use
plastic/glass bottles I guess the
recyclers use that excuse to tear
thru my trash which means the
wind can pick the bits of trash as
the garbage trucks empty the
bins. The trash then ends up in
our waterways and sewers, final-
ly landing in, guess where, our
ocean! I do think most of these
people are to be commended for
their hard work, but are they not
robbing our city of the recycling
revenue as well as our citizens
good nights sleep? At the very
least the street recyclers should
be outlawed between 10 p.m. and
7 a.m.

L. Leonhard

Letters to the Editor

The Park Labrea News
and Beverly Press encour-
ages our readers to submit
Letters to the Editor via e-
mail at: 
editor@beverlypress.com.
Letters must be signed by the
author. Readers may also
submit comments to
www.beverlypress.com, or
www.parklabreanews.com.

Have an Opinion?
Sound Off!

Recycling Ordinance
Needs to be Humane

Residents Should be
Fined for Not Recycling

Scavenging in Trash
Causes Problems

Letʼs Find Ways 
to Help Homeless
Recyclers 

Clamping Down on
Recyclers is a 
Tough Call

Photographer Captured Essence of Music Icons

photo courtesy of Janette Beckman

A photo of solo artist, Paul Weller (left), and Pete Townshend of The
Who, is one of the most popular works by Janette Beckman. 

(in the 1970s), specifically because
it was a square shape. I then took a
picture  of the band in a tunnel and
it turned out to be a rather iconic
image.”

Punk and hip-hop may have
taken root on different continents in
the 1970s and 1980s, but one pho-
tographer chronicled both scenes,
and her documentary photos are on
display now at the exhibit, “Archive
of Attitude”, through September 5
at Project Space, located at 603 N.
La Brea Ave.

“The majority of her work over
the decades is extremely com-
pelling as it relates to these cultural
movements,” said Damon Way,
chief brand officer of Incase, and
co-curator of Project Space.

The exhibit features more than 60
photos from the 1980s punk move-
ment in London and shots from her
observations of the hip-hop scene in
Los Angeles and New York. From
The Clash, The Sex Pistols and Boy
George to Afrika Bambaataa, Run-
DMC and LL Cool J, Beckman’s
monochrome images capture the
history of two movements that
would become the backbone to
many contemporary music trends.

“I had seen one hip-hop show in
England by Afrika Bambaataa,”
Beckman said. “We’d never seen
anything like it. It was like a
Renaissance art just descended
upon us. We didn’t have any of that.
So I visited a friend in New York
and just wound up staying there and
shooting hip-hop bands for UK
magazines that wanted to know
about the cutting edge music.”

Beckman became a household
name in the hip-hop community,
photographing five to six artists a
week. She took the first picture of
Salt ‘n’ Pepper, and did the cover art
for their first album, and took the
first image of LL Cool J.  

“I just suddenly merged into hip-
hop, and the strange thing was that
my portfolio was full of people like
Boy George and I thought I’d get
jobs with people in New York, but
they said my work was too raw –

See Exhibit page 21

BY TIM POSADA                    

www.metro.net
www.metro.net


www.99only.com


The City of West Hollywood’s
Planning Commission

approved two projects on August 5
that would significantly alter La
Brea Avenue on the city’s eastside.

The projects, which are being
proposed by the developer,
Monarch Group, would be located
at the corner of La Brea and
Fountain Avenues, where a Jon’s
Market is currently located, and at
La Brea Avenue and Santa Monica
Boulevard, at the site of an existing
Carl’s Jr. 

According to Francisco
Contreras, a senior planner for the
City of West Hollywood, both pro-
jects have generated support from
residents and the city’s Eastside
Project Area Committee (PAC),
which guides development in the
area. The six-story development at
Santa Monica and La Brea will
include 184 apartments with 37
units dedicated to affordable hous-
ing, as well as 13,350 square feet of
ground floor retail space. Because
the project would include a small

adjacent parcel currently zoned as
residential, that project will have to
be considered by the West
Hollywood City Council at a future
date. Contreras said that was a for-
mality, however, and he expects the
project to be approved. 

Contreras added that the plan-
ning commission’s approval of the
project at La Brea and Fountain
enables that development to move
forward without city council
approval. There are no zoning
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Fill Your Summer Picnic Basket!
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Marconda’s Meats
6333 W. Third St. • Farmers Market

323.938.5131
Family Owned at the Farmers Market for 65 Years
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Thee’s

Now in Season!
Pflaumenkuchen

(Fresh Plum Tortes)

Apple Spice Muffins
reg. $2.29 Now $1.89 ea.
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This Week’s Special

Monarch Projects Will Bring 370 Units to WeHo

photo by Edwin Folven

The Jonʼs Market at Fountain and La Brea Avenues will be replaced by
a mixed-use housing and retail project.

Actress Patricia Neal
Remembered

photo by Ian Lovett

Flowers were placed Monday on the Hollywood Walk of Fame star
of actress Patricia Neal, who died Sunday at age 84 after battling
lung cancer. Neal appeared in several films, including “John Loves
Mary”, “The Fountainhead”, “A Face in the Crowd” and “The Day the
Earth Stood Still”. She received an Oscar in 1964 for her role in
“Hud” with Paul Newman, and was nominated for an Academy
Award in 1969 for her work in the film “The Subject Was Roses”.
Nealʼs star is located at 7018 Hollywood Blvd. 

Who Will Wear
the Karaoke
Crown?

“Karaoke Idol” is back
for another season at
the bars of Original

Farmers Market, corner of 3rd and
Fairfax. Last summer, EB’s Beer &
Wine hosted a month-long karaoke
contest celebrating the Market’s
75th birthday, with weekly winners
competing in a sing-off finale. The
judges voted Rocco Di Noble as
EB’s “Karaoke Idol 2009”, but now
it’s time to pass the karaoke crown
to a new winner.

The “Karaoke Idol 2” competi-
tion will be held on Wednesday
nights from 7 to 10:30 p.m. through
August 25. Host DJ Todd B, a spe-
cial guest panel and the audience
will judge the singers’ perfor-
mances. Three winners will be cho-
sen each week and invited to com-
pete in the grand finale on
September 1. The 12 finalists will
sing two songs each to highlight
their best karaoke performances.
There will be prizes for all contes-
tants, and a grand prize for EB’s
“Karaoke Idol”. For information,
visit www.farmersmarketbars.com.

The Original Farmers Market
also continues its “Summer Family
Fun” series on August 22 at noon
with a song and dance performance
by the Groovy David Show. Kids
for Peace will also host a fruit and
vegetable mask-making workshop.

The events will beheld on the
Farmers Market Plaza, located at
6333 W. 3rd St. For information,
call (323)933-9211, or visit
www.farmersmarketla.com. 

See Projects page 22

BY EDWIN FOLVEN                   

www.farmersmarketla.com
www.farmersmarketla.com
www.farmersmarketla.com
www.farmersmarketbars.com
www.mrmarcel.com


When most Angelenos think
about animals living in their

midst, they think of dogs and cats,
pigeons and squirrels, perhaps the
occasional pet snake.  They don’t
generally think of farm animals.

Earlier this summer, however, a
baby cow was rescued from outside
an apartment building in West
Hollywood, where it was tied to a
post, separated from a Pit Bull by a
shopping cart. 

A local resident called Animal
Acres, a farm animal sanctuary,
which took the calf back to its base
in Escondido, where he was chris-
tened “Cowboy”. 

“There are a lot of country crit-
ters in Los Angeles,” said Lorri
Houston, founder of Animal Acres.
“We get calls all the time.” 

For instance, Houston said she
once rescued a small cow who had
been tied to a post in the front yard
of a fraternity house. That calf, she
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Calf Leaves WeHo for a Home on the Range 
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Disney Changes Facade at
John Burroughs School

photo courtesy of the Fourth District Council Office

Los Angeles Unified School District officials joined representatives
of Fourth District City Council Office and Disney on August 4 to

unveil improvements to the façade at John Burroughs Middle School.
Walt Disney Studios funded the project, which was initiated by Joe
Nussbaum, director of the upcoming Disney movie “Prom”, which
was filmed at John Burroughs.  During filming, Nussbaum became
enamored with the school’s unique Northern Italian Renaissance
Revival architecture, and worked with neighbors on the enhancement.
The addition covers a concrete frontage of the auditorium steps, which
was out of character with the rest of the historic building. Walt Disney
Studios hired a mason and worked with neighbors to match the brick
to the original design. 

Pictured at the ceremony were Nikki Ezhari (front row, from left),
field deputy for City Councilmember Tom LaBonge, 4th District;
David Lyons, Disney location manager; Nussbaum; Dr. Steve
Martinez, principal of John Burroughs Middle School; Dr. Helena
Yoon, assistant principal at John Burroughs; Joanne Medeiros, a neigh-
bor and John Burroughs PTA member; Myrna Robin Gintel, of the
Windsor Square-Hancock Park Historic Society; and Carlos Antillon,
a landscape designer. In the rear row from left are Mark White, pro-
duction designer; Dennis Ogle, of Disney; executive director Samson
Mucke; producer Justin Springer; Cindy Chvatal-Keane, president of
the Hancock Park Homeowners Association; and Howard Hart, a
neighbor of John Burroughs Middle School.

Brush Fire in Griffith Park
Contained to Five Acres
Abrush fire erupted in Griffith

Park on Monday near the
intersection of the Golden State (5)
and Ventura (136) Freeways, and
firefighters contained the blaze to
approximately five acres.

Los Angeles Fire Department
spokesman Brian Humphrey said
the fire was reported around
5:00pm in steep terrain near the
Los Angeles Zoo. No structures
were threatened and no injuries
were reported, and the cause of the
fire is under investigation.
Humphrey said approximately 75
firefighters from the LAFD
responded to the blaze, and were
joined by personnel from the
Burbank and Glendale Fire
Departments. The flames were

extinguished in a little more than
one hour. Winds blowing around
eight mph hampered the firefight-
ers’ efforts, but crews used hand
lines to aggressively combat the
fire on the ground, and a water-
dropping helicopter was also uti-
lized.  

Humphrey said he had not heard
that the fire was suspicious in ori-
gin, but added that arson is a “daily
issue in our city.” He added that
Griffith Park is covered in dry
brush this time of year, and many
fires occur as the result of careless-
ness. He warned that park patrons
should observe all rules and regu-
lations about having open fires,
and no smoking is allowed in
Griffith Park.

photo courtesy of Animal Acres 

“Cowboy”, a calf rescued in West Hollywood, has been relocated to
Animal Acres, an animal sanctuary in Escondido, See Baby Cow page 17

BY IAN LOVETT                         

n Animal is Rescued
and Taken to Sanctuary 

www.parklabrea.com
www.muscleunder.com
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The minds behind the 2008,
“Step Brothers”, return in the

cop spoof of the summer, “The
Other Guys”. In an unlikely come-
dy duet, Will Ferrell serenades the
big screen with Mark Wahlberg to
take on some of toughest white-
collar criminals in the game.
There’s definite chemistry here,
with a few slap-your-leg laughs,
but it isn’t near the caliber it coul-
da/shoulda been.

“Bad Boys”, “Lethal Weapon”,
“Rush Hour” – cop movies aren’t
new, and they continually define
themselves with enormous explo-
sions and fight scenes on par with
Jedi sparring. But cop films of 2010
care less about the visceral sensa-
tion linked to the genre, instead
aligning with satire. When the film
opens with Samuel L. Jackson
shooting out from the driver’s seat
of a car flying 10 feet off the ground
(only after it was jettisoned from
inside a trolley…
because that bet-
ter explains the
physics of it all),
you know you’re
either in the pres-
ence of a Michael
Bay film or some-
thing intentional-
ly outlandish. 

Earlier this
year, the Kevin
Smith film, “Cop
Out”, tried to
farce up the cop
but became more
yawn than yarn.
“The Other Guys”
is a little more
grounded, prov-
ing to be the victor, as it takes
ridiculous to ludicrous while main-
taining the necessary “Ha, ha” fac-
tor. 

Detectives, P.K. Highsmith
(Samuel L. Jackson) and
Christopher Danson (Dwayne
Johnson) are the top dogs at the
NYPD. They get all the ladies,
action and fame, but don’t do any
of the paperwork. But our story
isn’t about them. It’s about the
dudes who sit at their desks in the
shadows, while the high rollers
gamble with their lives on the
mean streets. Meet detectives,
Allen Gamble (Will Ferrell) and
Terry Hoitz (Mark Wahlberg),
they’re ‘the other guys’—the
laughing stocks of the depart-
ment. 

Hoitz has only fired his gun
once, shooting a celebrity in the
leg, and Gamble spends most of
his time analyzing data on his
computer. But the Gamble/Hoitz
joke is about to become a stand-up
routine as they find themselves in
the middle of a case they can’t han-
dle and conditions that can only
lead to a comedic romp.

“The Other Guys” may be a hoot
compared to recent comedy edi-
tions, but it’s got nothing on direc-
tor Adam McKay’s other works.
It’s hard to recapture such fantastic
moments as “Great Odin’s raven”
in “Anchorman”, the significance
of baby Jesus in “Talladega” or
how great the Catalina Wine Mixer
is in “Step Brothers”. This one’s
still chock full of fresh material,
even if there’s several flat
moments. In short, McKay’s worst
still beats most comedy director’s
best. 

It’s spoof with a dash of the ran-
dom moments, like learning about

ʻThe Other Guys  ̓Basks in
Decent Cop Movie Satire

Gamble’s former days as a pimp
named Gator, or Hoitz “ironically”
learning to dance in order to make
fun of dancers. It’s got plenty of
continuous gags too, like
Gamble’s ability to attract women
way out of his league (it must be
the curly hair), while Hoitz is the
ex-girlfriend stalker who’s jealous
of Gamble’s sex appeal. It’s a nice
twist, making the sexy man suffer
a little.

As the film progresses, it goes
deeper and deeper into satire,
mocking all the action movie
clichés: corny one-liners, over-the-
top car chases and the good

cop/bad cop sce-
nario. It’s at its
strongest when
the random
humor takes con-
trol. 

Ferrell’s natur-
al charisma
shines in these
moments, almost
helping us forget
his last film, the
awful “Land of
the Lost”. Wahl-
berg’s got noth-
ing on Ferrell’s
former co-stars,
like John C.
Reilly, but he
knows how to

caricature-it-up. Michael Keaton
also provides a bang up perfor-
mance as Captain Gene Mauch,
who has to work another job at
Bed Bath & Beyond and has an
affinity for quoting TLC lyrics. 

I must say, I was a little disap-
pointed they didn’t just rate the

film R and go for gold with some
of these jokes. Something like
“Step Brothers” wouldn’t have
worked without the crude humor.
Trying to appeal to the PG-13
demographic just watered down
what could have been some mem-
orable moments. Instead, it felt
like McKay, Ferrell and Wahlberg
were just going for a larger audi-
ence rather than aiming for the
fans who already love their stuff.
At least there’s still McKay and
Ferrell’s often R-rated comedy
hub “Funny or Die”—they don’t
pull punches online and it’s fan-
tastic fun with viral creativity
that’s absent on the big screen,
especially in this film.

“The Other Guys” isn’t ground-
breaking but it does keep the jokes
going. There’s something about
Ferrell that will always be hysteri-
cal, and this one’s got the charm. It
might not be an own-it film, but
it’s worth the popcorn stains
you’ll get when some of the
laughs catch you off guard.

photos courtesy of Sony Pictures

Above: Detectives, Terry Hoitz (Mark Wahlberg), left, and Allen Gamble (Will Ferrell), solve crime in their own
comedic fashion. Bottom: Sheila (Eva Mendes), left, and Allen Gamble (Ferrell) naviage the challenges of a
relationship when duties as a police officer are in the way, in the new comedy “The Other Guys”.

“The Other
Guys” may be

a hoot 
compared to

recent comedy
editions, but

it’s got nothing
on director

Adam McKay’s
other works.

http://www.homeboy-industries.org/


It seems fairly obvious from its
title that “Circle of Will” has

something to do with William
Shakespeare. That was the intention
of playwrights, Bill Caknis and
Jack Grapes (to coin a mutilated
phrase: ‘with names like that, they
have to be good’ er...funny). Well,
‘it ain’t necessarily so’ (to coin
another phrase, or at least a song
title from Cole Porter’s “Kiss Me
Kate”, the musical loosely based on
Mr. Shakespeare’s “Romeo and
Juliet”). 

On the Macha Theatre’s well-
dressed, messy stage (set design by
Martin C. Vallejo), an uncomfort-
ably plump Jack Grapes as the Will
of the title, labors at coming up
with just one more play before
retiring from the theatre. His talent
and his wordsmithing seem to have
gone overboard with the plot of this
silly play, which consists mainly of
thickly scattered, familiar lines
from Shakespeare’s oeuvre, a truly
innovative method of proving how
much the writers really know, or
don’t, and how many people they
can fool all of the time into believ-
ing they are actually getting a smat-

tering of culture while they’re
being poked in the erzatz funny
bone.

Posited from the ‘gitgo’ is the
rather nauseating putdown of one
of the world’s great poets and
writers in the cause of cheap
laughter, mostly about the fact that
(famous) actor, Richard (who’d
prefer to be called Dirk) Burbage
(Joe Briggs), a laconic, yet taste-
fully pettish eyelid-flapper, is tired
of playing women’s roles and
wants to be a hero, and Will’s
attempt to cut his last play,
“Gonzago and the King”, down to
a manageable size - at the moment
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photo by Alexis Fancher

Ensemble members, like John Brocato (left), performed juggling acts
prior to the start of the Skakespearean spoof, “Circle of Will”. 

ʻCircle of Will  ̓Proves Too Square a Play
Mad About

Theatre

by Madeleine Shaner

‘Relay for Life’ Unites City
Through Cancer Awareness 

photo courtesy of the American Cancer Society

The American Cancer Society held its “Relay For Life” on August 7
and 8 at the running track at Helen Bernstein High School in
Hollywood. Several local community members, celebrities and civic
officials participated in the event, including Hollywood relay chair
Steve Whiddon (left); “Make it or Break It” star and 2010 Teen
Choice Award nominee, Josie Loren; Los Angeles City Councilman
Tom LaBonge, 4th District; West Hollywood City Councilmember
Lindsey Horvath; and State Senator Curren Price (D-Los Angeles).
The Relay for Life raised more than $26,000 in donations. Other par-
ticipants included Philip Anthony-Rodriguez, of the “Secret Life of
the American Teenager”; Jake Pavelka, of “The Bachelor”, Brandon
Morale, of “Mr. Deeds”, and Princess Theodora of Greece, who pre-
sented medals to cancer survivors at the end of a survivors lap. For
information, visit www.relayforlife.org/hollywoodca.

it’s the size of a footstool.
Intermittently, the play attempts

to make some ‘deep’ metaphysical
commentary about the clash of real-
ity and art, both of which seem to be
absent here.

In the course of delivering ‘bar-
rels of laughs’, which the publicity
promises, “Circle” makes the fatal
mistake of breaking through the
fourth wall...and the fifth wall, and
the sixth wall...in a corny attempt to
prove relativity, or to make the
audience as uncomfortable as the
performances are. 

A ‘big surprise’, not to be leaked
on pain of punishment, awaits any
stout souls who have the patience
and the sitability to weather this
rather tiresome cartoon of a skit.
I’m hanging on to my ‘barrels of
laughs’ until something really
funny this way comes.

“Circle of Will” is at the Macha
Theatre, at 1107 N. Kings Rd., West
Hollywood from Thursday to
Saturday at 8 p.m., Sunday at 7
p.m., running through August 15.
For information, call (323)960-
7822 or visit www.plays411.com/
circleofwill.

photo by Alexis Fancher

Jack Grapes (left) and Joe Briggs starred in the two-man show, “Circle
of Will”.

http://www.stopthebagpolice.com/


The State Legislature has
approved Assembly Joint

Resolution 29, which urges the IRS
to change tax regulations for some
same sex couples, with bipartisan
support in both houses. 

The measure, authored by
Assembly Member Mike Feuer (D-
Los Angeles), urges the IRS to
change a policy that currently
requires members of same sex cou-
ples who are in different tax brack-
ets to pay unfairly high taxes
because the federal government
fails to recognize how California
applies its community property
laws. In May, the IRS’ chief coun-
sel issued an advisory stating that
registered domestic partners must
report one-half of the community
income on their federal income tax
returns. AJR 29 requests that the
IRS ensures registered domestic
partners and same sex spouses
receive the same treatment.
Specifically, it asks the IRS to issue
a binding ruling that applies the
legal analysis and conclusions from
the May chief counsel advisory, as
well as California law and statutes,
to all of California’s same-sex cou-
ples.

“I commend the IRS for affirm-
ing that domestic partners have the
same community property rights as
heterosexual spouses,” Feuer said.
“Now it needs to ensure that same-
sex married couples can enjoy the
same protections from unfairly high

taxes.”
Unlike legislative bills, resolu-

tions do not create legally binding
statutes, and therefore do not need
the signature of the governor.
Copies of AJR 29 will be sent to
President Barack Obama, Vice
President Joseph Biden, members
of the California Congressional del-
egation, the Secretary of the
Treasury, and to the Commissioner
and Chief Counsel of the IRS.

10 August 12, 2010 Park Labrea News/Beverly Press

The Board of Commissioners of
the Community Redevelop-

ment Agency of the City of Los
Angeles (CRA/LA) approved an
Industrial Incentive Program (IIP)
on August 5 that is designed to cre-
ate jobs, support sustainable manu-
facturing and help businesses locate
and expand throughout the city.

Pending approved by the Los
Angeles City Council, the program
will be offered in all 31 CRA/LA
project areas. The program would
provide loans of up to $250,000 for
equipment or machinery, grants of
up to $50,000 for energy reduction
programs, and up to $50,000 for
consultant help with planning, per-
mitting and operations.

“The Industrial Incentive
Program is one of the most forward
thinking programs developed by
our agency to support businesses in
our regions,” CRA/LA CEO
Christine Essel said. “We created
the program to fill a gap in what the
city has to offer to businesses that
need assistance to expand and cre-

ate new jobs.”
In addition to helping businesses

get started in Los Angeles, it would
provide funding for consultants to
help with planning and feasibility
studies, case management, entitle-
ments such as permits and other
necessary approvals, logistics plan-

ning, and other cost reductions.
CRA/LA will provide loans only

after businesses have exhausted all
other attempts to secure funding.
Further, businesses seeking the
assistance must demonstrate their
ability to complete development
and “greening” plans; support and
sustain projected growth; and cre-
ate, retain and sustain jobs. They
will also have to demonstrate cred-
it-worthiness and meet other busi-
ness criteria. Once they obtain grant
funds, the businesses will have two
years to fulfill the plans. After the
new jobs have been maintained for
the next two years, the loans and
grants will be considered repaid.

CRA/LA is an investment com-
pany with a Board of seven
Commissioners appointed by the
mayor and confirmed by city
Council. Under an “Oversight
Ordinance,” adopted in 1991, every
action of the CRA/LA is subject to
City Council approval. 

For information, visit
www.crala.org.

New CRA/LA Programs May Create New Jobs
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photo courtesy of Dan Steinberg

Madame Tussauds Hollywood unveiled a wax figure of “Glee” star
Jane Lynch, on August 4. Lynch portrays “Sue Sylvester” on the hit
television show. Earlier in the year, she spent time in Los Angeles
with Madame Tussaudsʼ sculptors and figure specialists, who took
hundreds of measurements and photographs. Lynchʼs wax figure,
which was sculpted at a cost of $300,000 at Madame Tussaudsʼ stu-
dios in London, features her iconic Sue Sylvester character, replete
with jogging suit and trademark bullhorn. “Glee”, which airs on the
Fox Network, was recently nominated for 19 Emmy Awards. “Glee:
The Complete First Season, The Gleek Edition” will debut on Blu-ray
and DVD on September 14. Madame Tussauds Hollywood is locat-
ed at 6933 Hollywood Blvd. For information, call (323)798-1680, or
visit www.madametussauds.com/hollywood.  

‘Glee’ Star Sue Gets Waxed

Tax Law Favors Same-Sex Couples

“We created the
program to fill a
gap in what the
city has to offer
to businesses

that need assis-
tance to expand
and create new

jobs.”
--Christine Essel

CRA/LA CEO 

http://www.melrosemission.com/
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photo courtesy the 4th District Council office

Los Angeles City Councilmembers Tom LaBonge (right), 4th
District, and Herb Wesson (second from left), 10th District, joined

numerous community members on August 5 to dedicate the intersec-
tion of Olympic Boulevard and Normandie Avenue as Dr. Sammy Lee
Square. A 90-year-old former Olympic diving champion, Lee (fourth
from left) also received a proclamation from the Los Angeles City
Council declaring August 5 as “Dr. Sammy Lee Day”. 

“Dr. Sammy Lee is a great American,” Wesson said. “He has hon-
ored America throughout a lifetime of service to his community and
his nation. Our tribute to him is a small token of appreciation for his
many contributions, and his distinguished record of achievement.”

Lee is the first American of Asian decent to win an Olympic gold
medal. In 1942, Lee became the first person of color to win the
National Diving Championships, sending him to the top of the list for
Olympic trials. At the 1948 Olympic Games in London, Lee won the
gold medal in men’s platform diving and took home a bronze medal
in the three-meter springboard competition. During the 1952 Olympic
Games in Helsinki, Finland, Lee also won a gold medal for platform
diving, making him the oldest person to win a gold medal in diving at
the age of 32.

In addition to coaching diving champion, Greg Louganis, to a silver
medal in 1976 and two gold medals in 1984, Lee is credited with
coaching Olympic gold medalist Bob Webster in 1960 and ‘64. Lee
also served on the State and President’s Council for Physical Fitness
during five presidential administrations, and was appointed by
President Reagan as the president’s Commissioner on White House
Fellows in 1981.

Olympic and Normandie
Deemed Dr. Sammy Lee Square

The Los Angeles City Council
voted unanimously on August

4 to have the city attorney draft lan-
guage to create the Baseline
Hillside Ordinance (BHO), which
will require all future single-family
homes on hillsides to be built in
accordance with the scale and char-
acter of the surrounding neighbor-
hood.

The BHO is similar to the
Baseline Mansionization
Ordinance (BMO), which took
effect in 2008 in non-hillside areas
of Los Angeles.  The council’s
approval came after the Planning
and Land Use Management
Committee (PLUM) approved
amendments to existing building
codes.  Los Angeles City
Councilman Tom LaBonge, 4th
District, said he has received many
complaints from residents of hill-
side communities about develop-
ments that are out of scale with the
neighborhood. 

“Long overdue, this ordinance
will assure the architecture and
scale of new developments will fit

the contours of the hills,” LaBonge
said. “When it passes, we won’t see
‘McMansions’ all over our hill-
sides. I thank the neighborhood
Hillside Federation, the neighbor-
hood councils and neighborhood
associations who have been wait-
ing for over a century to see this
pass.”

Previous planning laws did not
place restrictions on single-family
hillside dwellings, which allowed
the construction of large, box-like
mansions with the actual living
area built to the maximum allowed
height and width. The city attorney
will draft the ordinance to consider
various aspects of hillside construc-
tion, including the slope of the lot
and height of the proposed struc-
ture.   The ordinance will also
require developments in special use
areas, such as equestrian neighbor-
hoods or lake districts, to maintain
the distinguishing characteristics of
the particular neighborhood. The
city council will consider the pro-
posal again once the ordinance is
drafted by the city attorney.

L.A. Restricts Future Hillside Homes

line, and would also change the cur-
rent deadline that allows DWP to
pass its budget after the overall city
budget is passed, as was the case
this year.

“My goal is to empower a watch-
dog office with full-time, indepen-
dent oversight authority to ensure
DWP is playing it straight with its
customers and the public,” Garcetti
said.

Specifically, the budget reform

charter amendment would require
the DWP to present its proposed
budget by April 20, which is when
the mayor is required to present the
proposed city budget every year.
The motion would also require the
DWP Board of Commissioners to
pass the department’s final budget
by June 1, which is when the city
council must pass the final city bud-
get. The current DWP budget dead-
line is June 30.

Los Angeles Mayor Antonio
Villaraigosa will convene a

Bike Summit on Monday, August
16 from 9 to 11 a.m. in the Board
Room of the Metropolitan
Transportation Authority, One
Gateway Plaza.  

The Bike Summit will provide
an opportunity for cyclists to talk
directly with the mayor and repre-
sentatives of city departments and
agencies about improving condi-
tions for cycling in Los Angeles. 

Topics for discussion include
the city’s draft Bicycle Plan,
which would build more than
1,600 miles of bikeways includ-
ing 200 miles in the next five
years; LAPD enforcement of laws
governing safe driving and
cycling; Metro’s effort to inte-
grate cycling in the region’s rail
and bus network; and other infra-
structure and enforcement related
topics. For information, visit
www.bicyclela.org.

The Los Angeles City Council
on Tuesday unanimously

approved two proposals by City
Council President Eric Garcetti,
13th District, to reform the Los
Angeles Department of Water and
Power (DWP) through amend-
ments to the city charter.

One motion will place a measure
on the ballot to amend the city char-
ter and establish a new, indepen-
dent customer advocate’s office to
oversee the DWP. The office would
be established outside of the depart-
ment and any political office. Only
the voters could change the charter,
further insulating the watchdog’s
office from future political or DWP
interference, according to Garcetti. 

The second motion clears the
way for a ballot initiative that
would create a provision in the city
charter to ensure public scrutiny of
the DWP budget and minimize the
uncertainty the DWP can inject into
the overall city budget process. The
amendment would require the
DWP to publicly present its budget
well in advance of the budget dead-

Villaraigosa Hosts Bike Summit

Garcetti Pushes Changes for Water and Power 

https://www2.stockcross.com/


http://www.offvine.com/


www.louises.com
http://www.johnnyrocketsla.com/
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The following information was reported to the West Hollywood Sheriff’s Station
between July 28 and August 5, 2010. If you are a victim of a crime, here are the
telephone numbers of local law enforcement agencies; Los Angeles Police
Department, Wilshire Division (323)485-4022 and Los Angeles County Sheriff’s
Department West Hollywood Station (310)855-8850. 

POLICE BLOTTER
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WEST HOLLYWOOD
PROPERTY CRIME

July 28

During the night, unknown thieves
entered an unsecured vehicle in
the parking garage of an apartment
building in the 1400 block of
Harper and stole duffel bag, shirt,
watch, iPod, iTouch and a brief-
case, all valued at about $808.

July 29

During the night, unknown thieves
entered three unlocked vehicles in
a subgarage in the 900 block of
Kings and stole clothing,
rollerblades, cell phone charger
and miscellaneous items.  The loss
was estimated at $6,435.

During the night, an unknown bur-
glar entered a business and stole
cartons of cigarettes and bottles of
liquor.  The loss was estimated at
about $360.

July 30

At 12:50am, an unknown Hispanic
male thief stole an iPhone, valued
at $500, from a man in a parking
lot in the 8900 block of Santa
Monica. The suspect fled in a vehi-
cle.

A woman reported at 1:00am that
an unknown thief had entered her
unlocked vehicle in the 1200 block
of Laurel and stolen an iPhone,
sunglasses, iPod, clothing, cash
and miscellaneous items, all valued
at about $1,095.

At 2:29am, as he walked on the
sidewalk in the 8600 block of Santa
Monica, a man was forcibly robbed
by an unknown Hispanic male sus-
pect who took the victimʼs iPhone,
valued at $250, and fled in a vehi-
cle.

A woman reported at 2:30am that
an unknown thief had stolen her
iPhone, valued at $500, from the
center console of her vehicle,
which had been parked in the 7900
block of Santa Monica by a night-
club valet.

At 5:55am, after a license plate
check in the 1200 block of La Brea
revealed a vehicle that was a
reported stolen, the driver and four
occupants were arrested for taking
a vehicle without the ownerʼs con-
sent and receiving stolen property. 

July 31

After allowing a Caucasian couple
to enter his apartment in the 900
block of Stanley at 11:35am, a man
later discovered that his revolver,
valued at about $500, had been
stolen from his bedroom area.

At 12:00pm, an unknown thief stole
a bicycle and chain lock from a
parking space at an apartment
complex in the 1000 block of
Kings.

August 2

An unknown thief stole a locked
bicycle and lock from a bike rack in
front of a business in the 7100
block of Santa Monica at 1:50pm.

August 3

At 4:50am, two unknown thieves
entered an unlocked vehicle in a
subgarage in the 1400 block of
Havenhurst and stole a GPS, val-
ued at $300, and miscellaneous
items from the glove compartment.

August 4

During the night, an unknown bur-
glar broke into a business in the
8200 block of Sunset and stole
three cartons of cigarettes valued
at about $90.  Damage to an entry
door was estimated at about $500.

August 5

At 8:05am, at a health club in the
8600 block of Santa Monica, an
unknown burglar broke into a lock-
er and stole a wallet, identification,
credit cards and two cellular
phones.  The loss was estimated
at about $1,525.

An unknown Hispanic male thief
stole two metal dog cages, valued
at about $1,200, from the rear of a
business in the 7900 block of
Santa Monica at 8:09am and fled
in a truck.

During the week, four suspects
were arrested for theft or burglary
after being observed shoplifting at
local businesses.

During the week, seven vehicles
were burglarized by unknown sus-
pects.  Total estimate of damage
and articles taken was $29,540.

During the week, two vehicles
were stolen by unknown thieves.

During the week, three reported
stolen vehicles were recovered
and the owners notified.

During the week, eleven vehicles
were impounded for thirty days
since they were being driven by an
unlicensed driver or a person with
a suspended or revoked license.

TAXI
LL..AA.. CCHHEECCKKEERR CCAABB

FAST & ON-TIME TO LAX
Professional • Courteous • Reliable

(800) 300-5007
(800) 696-4919

24-hour radio
dispatch service
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Suspect Sought in Loan Modification Scam
Los Angeles Police Department

detectives from the
Commercial Crimes Division
(CCD) have arrested one of two
suspects who stole more than
$60,000 from three victims in a
fraudulent loan modification scam.

On July 23, at 10 a.m., detectives
arrested 42-year-old Ana Linares
for grand theft, money laundering
and burglary.  Her accomplice,
Maryori Deybi Muralles, is still at
large and a felony warrant has been
issued for her arrest.  The two sus-
pects worked together as “loan
modification specialists” but nei-
ther was licensed nor worked for a
broker or attorney.  

After approaching their victims
and claiming they worked for
Samsarah Financial Services, they
handed out business cards and
offered their services for a $2,000
fee.  

Unfortunately, all three victims
paid the suspects all or part of the
service fee and two of the victims
gave the suspects their mortgage

payments and/or property taxes as
part of the scam.  The suspects then
deposited the money into various
personal bank accounts and used it
for other purposes. 

Linares was originally arrested in
LAPD’s 77th Division for grand
theft last October 5 after she arrived

at the home of one of her victims
who had alerted police.  She was
later released and re-interviewed,
during which time she implicated
Muralles as her partner in the loan
modification scam.  An extensive
investigation confirmed the two
suspects were working together. 

Detectives believe Linares and
Muralles have been taking advan-
tage of the economic and real estate
market downturn by targeting
Spanish-speaking individuals.  The
suspects focused on victims with
language barriers who had difficul-
ty paying their mortgages and
lacked knowledge about complex
loan modification processes.  They
gave the victims a sense of hope
that they wouldn’t lose their homes.
But in the end, the victims were
scammed out of thousands of dol-
lars and remain at risk of foreclo-
sure.  

Anyone with information about
the location of suspect Muralles is
asked to call CCD Detective Ernest
Munoz at (213)486-8714.

Detectives
believe Linares
and Muralles

have been taking
advantage of the

economic and
real estate 

market downturn
by targeting

Spanish-speaking
individuals.

ʻPerson of Interest  ̓Sought in Murder  
Los Angeles Police Department

Wilshire Area detectives have
identified a “person of interest”
who may be connected to the fatal
shooting of a woman on August 5
in the Wilshire district.

At 11:13 p.m. a patrol unit was
dispatched to investigate a call
about gunshots in the 4800 block
of St. Charles Place.  When the
officers entered the home, they
found a Hispanic woman in her
20s or early 30s shot to death.  The
Los Angeles County Coroner’s
Office has listed the woman as
Jane Doe.   

Ignacio Perez is the victim’s
boyfriend, and police want to
question him about the killing.
Investigators believe Perez may
have fled to Mexico.

Ignacio Perez

Anyone with information
regarding this crime or the where-
abouts of Perez is urged to contact
Wilshire Area homicide detec-
tives at (213)473-0446.

Police Search for Pot Shop Murder Suspect
Los Angeles Police Department

investigators are searching for
27-year-old Raymond Lemone
Easter, a suspect in the murder of
Matthew Butcher.

On June 24, just before 4 p.m.,
three suspects entered the Higher
Path Holistic Care Collective in the
1300 block of West Sunset
Boulevard.  

Once inside, the suspects dis-
armed the security guard and began
ransacking the business, robbing
the business of various items.  As
the suspects left the business they

shot both Butcher and the security
guard in the head.  Butcher was
pronounced dead at scene.  The
security guard, whose name is
being withheld for his safety, was
transported to a local hospital.  He
is recovering from his injuries.

On July 21, 31-year-old Daniel
“Scooter” Hinton was arrested and
has been charged with murder and
attempted murder (with the special
circumstance of murder during the
commission of a burglary).  He is
being held without bail, awaiting
trial.

On July 28, District 1 City
Councilmember Ed Reyes intro-
duced a motion to offer a reward in
this case.  A $50,000 reward is
being offered for information lead-
ing to the arrest and conviction of
the remaining suspects.

On August 3, Easter was charged
with murder and attempted murder
(with the special circumstance of
murder during the commission of a
burglary) and is currently being
sought by police.

Anyone with information related

As the suspects
left the business
they shot both

Butcher and the
security guard 

in the head.  

to this case or the suspect’s where-
abouts is asked to call Robbery
Homicide Division Detectives
Dennis English or James King at
(213)486-6890.

www.kramerlaw.biz
www.ineedtaxi.com
www.99only.com
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FOREIGN & DOMESTIC 
AUTOMOTIVE SERVICE

MMECHANICAL • ELECTRICAL REPAIR • CARS • TRUCKS VANS
by certified mechanics

Free ride to home or work within 3 mile radius
25 years serving your neighborhood

6th Street & La Brea Ave. • (323)938-3286

Any Mechanical
Service $10 OFF
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State of California
LICENSED

SMOG
CHECK

INSPECTION &
REPAIR STATION

EXPERT WATCH & JEWELRY REPAIR
We Change Watch Batteries  •  Work Guaranteed  •  Free Estimate

163 S. Fairfax  (across from Farmers Market) • (323)933-0288

MAJESTIC WMAJESTIC WAATCH REPTCH REPAIRAIR

Rabbi Judah Glasner, a resident of Burnside Towers, was pictured
on the cover of the August 9, 1979 issue of the Park Labrea News
with his wife Deborah, and former Israeli Prime Minister Menachem
Begin. Glasner, who was a member of the Presidentʼs Holocaust
Commission, had visited Israel that year to view that countryʼs
Holocaust Memorial to gather input and ideas for a similar memori-
al in the United States. Glasner said he was very impressed by the
Israeli Memorial, known as Yad Vashem. He also attended a recep-
tion at Beginʼs private home, and had been officially welcomed by
officials in Tel Aviv. 

Rabbi Glasner Visits with
Israeli Prime Minister

Answers on page 22

New Appointees to Join Jewish Federation Administration
The Jewish Federation of Greater

Los Angeles has appointed
Catherine Schneider as its new
senior vice president of community
engagement, and Lanny Levine as
its vice president of premier philan-
thropy.  

“Our goals are to strengthen our
work, build our community, and
assure that our federation is at the
heart of Jewish life in Los
Angeles,” JFS president Jay
Sanderson said. “In order to
increase the federation’s impact, we
must build and grow our relation-
ships with both Jewish and non-
Jewish community partners, while
simultaneously expanding our
reach to engage more people in
joining with us.”

Schneider will lead the federa-

tion’s community relations pro-
grams, as well expanding its social
justice and Israel advocacy work.
Prior to joining the Federation, she
served as the Los Angeles director
of the American Israel Public
Affairs Committee, and was
responsible for pro-Israel political
activity and coalition building in 10
congressional districts.

Levine will be responsible for
cultivating major gifts and new
prospects, as well as multi-year
commitments from community

members who want to fund a spe-
cific program that aligns with their
personal philanthropic passion, and
fits within the federation’s priorities
of caring for Jews in need. Most
recently, Levine was the chief
development officer for the Jewish
Federation of Las Vegas, where he
was responsible for planning, man-
aging, coordinating and integrating
all financial resource development
initiatives. 

For information, visit
www.JewishLA.org.

WeHo Seeks
Volunteers for
Music Festival
The City of West Hollywood is

seeking volunteers for the
upcoming 3rd annual “Sunset Strip
Music Festival” on Saturday,
August 28.

Volunteers are needed from 1 to
10 p.m. at locations along the
Sunset Strip, and will assist with a
variety of tasks and functions as
festival ambassadors.  The festival
will feature more than 50 live
bands, food and vendors.
Volunteers must sign up in advance
and be at least 18 years of age.  Two
Sunset Strip Music Festival volun-
teer sign-up meetings will be held
on Saturday, August 14  from 11
a.m. to 12:30 p.m. at the West
Hollywood Park Auditorium, 647
N. San Vicente Blvd., and on
Monday, August 16 from 6:30 to 8
p.m. at the Roxy Theatre, 9009
West Sunset Blvd.  

For information, call (323)848-
6823, or visit www.sunsetstripmu-
sicfestival.

http://www.lcfcountryclub.com/
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Music Center Hosts Dance Celebration

photo courtesy of John McCoy

Hundreds of dancers participated in the Music Center and Dizzy
Feet Foundationʼs National Dance Day celebration on July 31 on the
Music Center Plaza. The event was part of a national initiative
launched by Nigel Lythgoe, of the television show, “So You Think
You Can Dance”, that encourages everyone to dance as a way to
stay fit and healthy. The event included a warm-up led by Melinda
Sullivan, Music Center Spotlight Awards alum and recent “So You
Think You Can Dance” contestant. Also included was a “Flash Mob
Dance” designed by choreographers and lyrical Hip Hop pioneers,
Tabitha and Napoleon Dumo, and a dance party with KCRWʼs Garth
Trinidad.

CRA/LA Wins Presidential Award
The Community Redevelopment

Agency of the City of Los
Angeles (CRA/LA) has been
awarded a 2010 Presidential Award
from the American Institute of
Architects’ Los Angeles Chapter
(AIA/LA) for the W Hotel and
Residences. 

CRA/LA and 11 development
partners involved in the project will
jointly accept the AIA/LA’s award
for “Building Team of the Year” at
a ceremony in October at the Los
Angeles County Museum of Art.
The W Hotel & Residences, which
opened in January at 6250
Hollywood Blvd., received $6.5
million in CRA/LA funding. The
total cost of the project was $600
million.

“This award recognizes how
CRA/LA’s collaborative approach
to redevelopment projects brings
investment and new opportunities
to a community,” said CRA/LA’s
CEO Christine Essel. “The W Hotel
and Residences has created hun-

dreds of construction jobs and new
permanent jobs, as well as numer-
ous other economic opportunities
for residents and businesses .”

The “Building Team of the Year”
award recipients include CRA/LA,
Daly Genik, DCI Engineers,
Designstudio Ltd., Gatehouse
Capital, HKS Inc., KGM Lighting,
the Los Angeles County
Metropolitan Transit Authority,
Rios Clementi Hale Studios,
Roschen van Cleve Architects,
Sussman Prejza and Webcor. The
W Hotel and Residences is part of
the Hollywood & Vine project,
located within the Hollywood
Redevelopment Project area. The
project includes 375 units of rental
housing; 79 units for very low
income tenants; 145 condomini-
ums; 300 hotel rooms; 44,000
square feet of retail space; and
1,219 parking spaces in an under-
ground structure. 

For information, visit
www.aialosangeles.org.

L.A. Phil Names New Dudamel Fellows

Four new conductors have
been selected to participate in

the Dudamel Fellowship
Program, which was created by
the Los Angeles Philharmonic in
2009 to provide an opportunity
for young conductors from
around the world to develop their
craft and enrich their musical
experience. The program offers

personal mentorship and partici-
pation in the L.A. Phil’s orches-
tral, education and community
programs.

The fellows include Manuel
Lopez, of Caracas, Venezuela,
whose fellowship runs

September 26 through Oct 20;
and Jean-Michael Lavoie, of
Paris, France/Montreal, Quebec,
whose fellowship runs from
October 22 through Nov 16. In
addition, Joshua Weilerstein, of
Boston, Massachusetts, will par-
ticipate in a fellowship from
February 11 through March 7;
and David Afkham, of Freiburg,
Germany, will have a fellowship
from April 11 through May 15.

The fellows will work along-
side the L.A. Phil’s music direc-
tor, Gustavo Dudamel, as well as
the orchestra’s musicians, and
will also work with students in
L.A. Philharmonic education pro-
grams. The program for each of
the fellows will run separately for
approximately four to six weeks.
They will hone their skills
through observation and applica-
tion, such as conducting Los
Angeles Philharmonic youth con-
certs at Walt Disney Concert
Hall; conducting Los Angeles
Philharmonic Neighborhood
Concerts; participating as a cover
conductor; and serving as men-
tors themselves through partici-
pation in Youth Orchestra Los
Angeles (YOLA).

For information and a listing of
fellow’s performance program-
ming, visit www.laphil.com.

photo courtesy of the L.A. Phil

Gustavo Dudamel conducts the Los Angeles Philharmonic, which
has selected four new conductors to participate in the Dudamel
Fellowship Program.

The fellows
will work

alongside the
L.A. Phil’s

music director,
Gustavo

Dudamel, as
well as the
orchestra’s
musicians.

L.A. Compact,
Public Ed Reform
Group, Wins
Federal i3 Grant

L.A. Compact, a nonprofit part-
nership dedicated to reforming

public education in Los Angeles,
has been awarded a federal
Investing in Innovation (i3) grant.
Los Angeles Mayor Villaraigosa
announced on August 6 that L.A.
Compact is one of only 49 grant
recipients out of nearly 2,000 appli-
cants. 

The program will receive $5 mil-
lion in grant funding to enhance the
Public School Choice program and
fund new pilot programs and initia-
tives.

“The L.A. Compact is an innov-
ative partnership that unites all
stakeholders under a common goal,
to put our children first and make
their education our top priority,”
Villaraigosa said. “The i3 grant
program rewards creative, outside-
the-box thinking. That is what
earned the L.A. Compact this grant,
and that is exactly what the grant
will help us continue to do, fund
new pilot programs and continue to
offer more and better choices to
L.A. students and their families
through the Public School Choice
Program.”

The grant will help support
60,000 students at some of the
LAUSD’s lowest-achieving
schools by funding the Public
School Choice selection process, as
well as by supporting new pilot
programs and teacher collabora-
tives. 

The Public School Choice
Program was implemented in 2009,
and calls for organizations that
operate schools, including the Los
Angeles Unified School District, to
compete to run new and failing
schools. 

An application and evaluation
process is then used to determine
the best candidates to operate these
schools. 

The second round of Public
School Choice Program began
recently with a request for propos-
als and a public comment period,
and full applications are due in
December.

http://www.templebethzionla.org/
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Register for 
18th Annual
Alzheimerʼs
Association
Memory Walk
Organizers for the 18th annual

Alzheimer’s Association
Memory Walk have opened team
and individual registrations.

The event will be held on
Sunday, November 7, and more
than 3,000 participants are expected
to join the 5k Walk being held this
year in Century City. 

The goal is to raise $800,000 in
support for the Alzheimer’s
Association. Exhibitors, vendors
and sponsors are also being sought
for the family-friendly event, which
includes food, entertainment,
prizes, a health-and-fitness expo
and activities for all ages.

“As the Baby Boom generation
begins to face Alzheimer’s,
increased community participation
is crucial,” said Bettina Kurowski,
president and CEO of the
Alzheimer’s Association,
California Southland Chapter.
“More than half a million people
are living with Alzheimer’s in
California. There are many ways
people can help, including advoca-
cy, volunteerism, and participation
in fund-raising events like Memory
Walk.”

The Memory Walk is the nation’s
largest event to raise awareness and
funds for Alzheimer care. 

To register, visit
www.alzla.org/mw, or to participate
as a sponsor, exhibitor, or team cap-
tain, contact Brian Welch at
(323)930-6228.

said, had been stolen by one of the
fraternity brothers from a farm in
Kansas, where he lived, and driven
from there to Los Angeles.

But it is not clear how
“Cowboy” ended up outside the
apartment in West Hollywood.
Because the calf appeared to be in
poor health—he was two weeks
old, Houston said, very skinny,
and he’d had a bowl of water set
beside him, even though he was
too young to drink from it on his

own—Animal Acres seized the
animal without trying to find its
owner. 

“When we respond to calls, we
seize the animals, no questions
asked,” Houston said. “They’ve
usually been obtained illegally.

There’s often cruelty involved, so
the owners don’t usually come to
claim the animals.” 

Because of the nearby Pitt Bull,
Houston hypothesized that the calf
might have been used to train
fighting dogs. She said owners of
fighting dogs will often buy young
cows from auctions in Chino, and
use them for roping practice. 

On the other hand, Frank Allen,
the Animal Acres farm manager
who went to rescue Cowboy, sug-
gests that perhaps the cow was
going to be used as part of a ritual
sacrifice. He said reports of goat
sacrifices in the area are prevalent,
and the calf was too small to have
been intended for a barbeque. 

No one at Animal Acres would
divulge the exact location where
Cowboy had been found, only that
it was in the City of West
Hollywood. Allen said a team of
private investigators was looking
into the incident, and they were
trying to get the West Hollywood
Sheriff’s Department involved. 

The Sheriff’s Department said
they had no record of the incident.
The Los Angeles County
Department of Animal Control did
not return calls for comment. 

Both Allen and Houston also
said that it was very difficult to
prosecute people for cruelty to
farm animals, whatever they were
being used for. 

“You can’t really go after any-
one for animal sacrifices,” Allen
said. “For example, at Yom
Kippur, observant Jews wring
chickens’ necks. The only way
we’re able to go after them is if
blood is leaking from the trash
onto the sidewalk.”

Baby Cow Rescued
From page 7

“When we
respond to calls,

we seize the 
animals, no

questions asked.
They’ve usually
been obtained 
illegally, so the
owners don’t

usually come to
claim the 
animals.” 

--Lorri Houston
Founder, Animal Acres

photo courtesy of Animal Acres

Staff at animal acres said that “Cowboy” is now 85 pounds and return-
ing to good health. They still worry about his health, however, because
theyʼre not sure if he ever got colostrum, the first milk the mother pro-
duces, which contains essential antibodies.

photo courtesy of Animal Acres

When he was found, “Cowboy” was two weeks old, and could not drink
from a bowl. Here, staff feeds him from a bottle.

www.usastone.com
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photo courtesy of Lisa Fletcher

A guitar celebrating Brian Wilson of The Beach Boys will be included in
the Gibson GuitarTown exhibit.

ʻGuitarTown  ̓Showcases Gibsons on Sunset Strip
The City of West Hollywood and

Gibson Guitar will launch a
public arts project titled
“GuitarTown Sunset Strip” on
Thursday, August 12.

The exhibit will feature more
than 25, 10-foot tall fiberglass
sculptures of Gibson Les Paul gui-
tars placed in different locations
along the Sunset Strip. The over-
sized guitar sculptures will be
placed in front of the boulevard’s
landmarks and businesses, includ-
ing the Whisky A Go-Go, The
Roxy Theatre and the Sunset
Marquis. Each sculpture will cele-
brate a musician, personality or
artist unique to the Sunset Strip’s
history and Gibson Guitar.

The project is designed to unite
the Sunset Strip’s art, music and
business communities, and will
raise funds for numerous charities.
The art project will showcase the
recently renovated Sunset Strip,
which has undergone a beautifica-
tion project to make it more pedes-
trian-friendly. It will also serve as a
kick-off for the Sunset Strip Music
Festival, which takes place on
August 26-28.

“We are very excited about
Gibson GuitarTown coming to the
Sunset Strip in West Hollywood,”
West Hollywood Mayor John
Heilman said. “GuitarTown is a
perfect way for us to celebrate the
creative heritage of the Sunset
Strip. It allows us to celebrate art
and our rock and roll roots.”

After the exhibit, the guitars will
be sold at auction, with all proceeds
benefiting nonprofit organizations
and charities. 

“Like Gibson Guitar, the Sunset

Strip is legendary. It’s also responsi-
ble for launching the careers of
some of the world’s greatest musi-
cians,” chairman and CEO of
Gibson Guitar, Henry Juszkiewicz
said. “We are so pleased to be part
of the Sunset Strip project and look
forward to hosting GuitarTown in
what will surely strike a chord with
everyone who visits the Sunset
Strip.”

An opening reception for the
exhibit will be held on August 12 at

6 p.m. at the Rainbow Bar & Grill,
9015 Sunset Blvd., where the artists
who created the GuitarTown sculp-
tures will be introduced. 

Following the reception, guests
are also invited to enjoy a block
party on the Sunset Strip from 6 to
11 p.m., featuring patio parties, live
music, drink specials, extended
shopping hours and discounts at
several businesses. For information,
visit www.thesunsetstrip.com, or
www.weho.org. 

“Like Gibson
Guitar, the

Sunset Strip is
legendary. It’s

also responsible
for launching
the careers of
some of the

world’s greatest
musicians.” 

--Henry Juszkiewicz,
Chairman and CEO of Gibson

Guitar, 

The Redbury Scheduled to Open 

photo by Edwin Folven

A hotel project on Vine Street that was formerly known as Palihouse
has been renamed The Redbury and is scheduled to open later this
month.   
The project, located at 1717 Vine St., was previously owned by
Palisades Development and was supposed to house condominiums
and an extended stay hotel. Palisades Development defaulted the
project, and the building was left approximately 80 percent complete
for more than a year. The property was taken over by CIM Group in
February, and is now under the management of the hospitality and
real estate development company, SBE, and manager Sam
Nazarian. The Redbury will offer hotel rooms designed by celebrity
photographer and music video director,  Matthew Rolston, as well as
the restaurant Cleo. For information, visit www.theredbury.com.

Make Nominations for Disability Award
Applications are being accepted

for the City of West
Hollywood’s Disabilities Advisory
Board’s 2010 Annual Disability
Service Awards. The ceremony will
be held in October as part of the
city’s observance of Disability
Awareness Month. 

Members of the West Hollywood
community are encouraged to nom-
inate individuals, businesses, media
and nonprofit organizations that are
deserving of special recognition for
their work with people with disabil-
ities, accessibility, attention to ADA
requirements, or advocacy. Self-
nominations are also welcome.

Nominations are to be submitted
before 5 p.m. on Thursday,
September 9. Nominations should

include a contact name and phone
number, and nomination forms are
available at the City of West
Hollywood information kiosks or
online at www.weho.org/dab.
Return completed nomination
forms to Craig Rhea, whose office
is located on the 3rd floor of West
Hollywood City Hall, 8300 Santa
Monica Blvd., or e-mail to
crhea@weho.org  

The Disability Advisory Board
will select the award recipients at
its meeting on Wednesday,
September 22 at 6 p.m. at the West
Hollywood Park Auditorium, 647
N. San Vicente Blvd. Award recipi-
ents will be notified by the first
week of October. For information,
contact Rhea at (323)848-6430. 

LAPPL Honors Baca, Villaraigosa, McCourt
The Los Angeles Police

Protective League’s (LAPPL)
Eagle & Badge Foundation will
hold its Gala on August 21, which
will honor Los Angeles County
Sheriff Lee Baca, Los Angeles
Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa and
Los Angeles Dodgers owner Frank
McCourt. 

Each honoree will receive the “In
the Line of Duty-Legacy Award”,
which recognizes individuals who
have had a major impact on the
community and established remark-
able legacies. Founded in 2001 by
members of the LAPPL Board of
Directors, the Eagle & Badge
Foundation is a nonprofit charitable
organization that provides funding
to the families and children of Los
Angeles police officers through
community programs.

Special recognition will also be
given to the LAPD Medal of Valor
recipients and the Marine Corps-
Law Enforcement Foundation. The
Gala will also feature a live auction
conducted by celebrity auctioneer,
Sharon Stone, and a reception
where guests can meet with mem-
bers of special units of the LAPD,
including SWAT, the Bomb Squad,
Underwater Dive Team and K-9
Unit. Foundation CEO Arthur M.

Kassel will KCBS Sports Director
Jim Hill and L.A. City Council
President Eric Garcetti, 13th
District, in co-hosting the event.

For information, visit
www.eagleandbadgefoundation.org
.

www.diamondfoamandfabric.com
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Life in BeverlyGrove is good! Living in a grand dame house in
BeverlyGrove is even better for those who appreciate  the lifestyle of
an Angelino…Breakfast at Toast, lunch at the Grove and dinner at the
Little Door and dessert at Baskin Robbins 31 Flavors: at no time did
you depend on a car, that’s living…there are so many more restaurants,
places to go and things to do so close to home. Your place will become
a destination of all who know you.  Best of all you can live, work and
play in this rambling Spanish Revival. Feel like on a perpetual vacation
in a place called home.

#	���$�%�&�'(�)#	���$�%�&�'(�)

The City of Los Angeles has
received a grant of nearly $70

million as part of the 2010 Urban
Area Security Initiative (UASI), a
federal program administered under
the Department of Homeland
Security.

The grant will be shared between
Los Angeles and other cities within
Los Angeles County through the
Los Angeles/Long Beach Urban
Area (LA/LB UA) initiative, a
working group that will administer
the funding. Los Angeles Mayor
Antonio Villaraigosa joined Long
Beach Mayor Bob Foster and Los

Angeles County Sheriff Lee Baca
on Monday to announce the fund-
ing. The LA/LB UA received
$69,922,146, and is the largest
recipient of UASI funds in the state,
and the second largest in the nation.

The UASI grant program was
first authorized by Congress in
2003 and is funded annually. The
funding is passed through the
California Emergency Manage-
ment Agency and distributed to fed-
erally designated urban areas. It is
designed to enhance regional pre-
paredness among emergency
response agencies

$70M To Be Used For Urban Security

L.A. City Receives 2.1M in
Walmart Foundation FundsThe Autry National Center pre-

sents an installation of Western
fashion worn by one of the most
successful and popular entertainers
in history, pop icon Michael
Jackson. 

The King of Pop’s contributions
to music, dance, and fashion made
him a global icon. While many of
his fashion influences — from
military jackets to aviator sun-
glasses — are readily apparent, his
frequent use of Western wear is

widely unnoticed. A three-sided
case with full-size mannequins
will display outfits that Jackson
wore in the 1970s and ’90s, as well
as the famous white glove — all
courtesy of his longtime costume
designers Dennis Tompkins and
Michael Bush.

“The Autry is thrilled to show-
case global superstar Michael
Jackson in a whole new light, with
items on loan from the collection of
Tompkins/Bush. Through his
Western-inspired fashion, the public
will be able to draw connections
between the past and the present as
they walk through our Imagination
Gallery,” Autry president and CEO
John L. Gray said. “We hope this
installation and our other exhibi-
tions inspire people of all ages to
feel that the West belongs to every-
one, from cowboys and Native
Americans to women and pop
icons.” 

Curated by Jeffrey Richardson,
the exhibit will highlight Jackson’s
early career by featuring a sparkling

trimmed and rhinestone cowboy
outfit worn on the television variety
show, “The Jacksons”, on March 2,
1977. On November 17, 1996,
while promoting the “HIStory
World Tour” in Sydney, Australia,
Jackson wore a red bib-front shirt
with black trim. The black fedora
and aviator sunglasses he wore
with the outfit will also be on
exhibit. Other items will include a
Western-style belt and buckle that
Jackson wore on several occasions,
most noticeably for the “Beat It”
single record cover, and a pair of
steel cowboy boots that Jackson
wore to the White House in April
1990. 

The Autry National Center will

also host a celebration of Jackson’s
birthday on August 29. The Center
is located at 4700 Western Heritage
Way, in Griffith Park. For informa-
tion, call (323)667-2000, or visit
www.theAutry.org.

photo courtesy of the Autry

During Michael Jacksonʼs “HIStory World Tour” in Sydney, Australia, he
wore a red bib-front shirt with black trim (pictured).

MJʼs Western Attire Featured at Autry

The City of Los Angeles
Department of Recreation and

Parks has been selected as a bene-
ficiary of a $2.1 million grant
received by the National
Recreation and Park Association
(NRPA) from the Walmart
Foundation. The grant will support
summer feeding programs con-
ducted by 30 park and recreation
organizations around the country.

The grant is part of Walmart’s
recently announced $2 billion
commitment to help end hunger
in America through its “Fighting
Hunger Together” initiative.
Walmart has pledged $250 mil-
lion to support hunger relief orga-
nizations at the national, state and
local levels. Each year for two
years, the NRPA will award
grants to park and recreation
agencies for feeding programs
that will provide a combined
111,962 meals per day to quali-
fied children. The grants will
make it possible to serve an esti-

mated 4.9 million meals to chil-
dren in 2010 and 2011. 

“We are thrilled to be a part of
NRPA’s national effort in com-
bating hunger, particularly in
these troubled economic times, ”
said Jon Kirk Mukri, general
manager of the Los Angeles
Department of Recreation and
Parks. “The grant helps in our
mission to serve 5,500 lunches
per day at over one hundred
recreation facilities citywide.” 

The Los Angeles Department
of Recreation and Parks’ Summer
Food Service Program (SFSP)
provides free nutritious lunches
and snacks to children at city
recreation centers. The goal of the
program is to ensure children
receive at least one nutritious and
balanced meal per day when
school is not in session. The
Summer Food Service Program
is open to all children ages 1-18. 

For information, visit
www.laparks.org.

“We hope this
installation and

our other 
exhibitions

inspire people of
all ages to feel
that the West

belongs to
everyone.”

--John L. Gray
Autry president and CEO 

www.tashmans.com
www.rosalietherealtor.com


outside. 
The production was granted per-

mission to complete some pre-pro-
duction work at the site on August 5,
but Ready Freddy Productions had
requested a permit to film through
September 3. Todd Lindgren, vice
president of FilmLA, said the permit
was originally denied, but after a
survey was distributed to residents
near the production site informing

them about the planned filming,
many residents responded favorably.
Lindgren said Wednesday that
FilmLA was going to issue Ready
Freddy Productions a two-week per-
mit — running from August 12
through August 26 — if the fire
department signed off on the permit.
FilmLA  would then review the situ-
ation afterwards if more time is
requested.

Ryan Carroll, the location manag-
er for Ready Freddy Productions,
had no comment. But local resident
Gary Drucker, who lives on Martel
Avenue and whose backyard is adja-
cent to the backyard of the produc-
tion site on Vista Street, said he had
major concerns about the filming.
Drucker said there were large trucks
parked all around the neighborhood,
and construction noise coming from
his neighbor’s backyard. Drucker
admitted that the problems have
largely subsided and most of the
trucks are gone, but added that he is
still concerned about how things
will go during the next two weeks.

“I haven’t seen a lot of vehicles
around lately, and apparently they
have decided to scale it back”
Drucker said. “I think the issue will
be now whether they will obey the
terms of the permit.”

Lindgren said the production
company will be allowed to have a
catering truck parked on the street
and a mobile home will be parked
next door, which is being allowed by
a neighbor. The issue of crew park-
ing was solved by requiring them to
park in a lot near the corner of La
Brea Avenue and 1st Street.
Production will be allowed between

7 a.m. and 10 p.m., which is stan-
dard, according to Lindgren, who
added that any intrusions should be
minimal. Also as standard proce-

dure, neighbors will be notified at
least 24-hours in advance of filming.
Lindgren added that the situation is
an example of how the neighbors

and production companies can work
together to come to an agreement
that satisfies everyone. He said
FilmLA uses surveys to determine
how much of an intrusion a particu-
lar production may have on the sur-
rounding community. The survey is
distributed to businesses and resi-
dences within a 300-foot radius of
the production site, and responses
are evaluated by FilmLA officials.
Lindgren said it is not a majority
vote, rather a case-by-case evalua-
tion of the impact a production may
have on the individual residences
within the area. He said more con-
sideration is given to residences that
are next to a site than those on the
fringes.  

“The survey is a tool for residents
and merchants to give feedback. It’s
taken under consideration and used
to evaluate the potential impacts that
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Compromise Reached Over Filming
From page 1

photo by Edwin Folven

A catering truck will be parked outside as part of the production, but
other vehicles will park outside of the neighborhood.

Buses Cause Concern in Neighborhoods
From page 1

photo by Ian Lovett

New tour companies have popped up on Hollywood Boulevard, causing
complaints over a proliferation of the tour buses in local neighborhoods. 

Tour Companies Can Take Visitors for a Ride

To investigate the claims about
the tour buses’ conduct, I went

to Hollywood Boulevard on
Tuesday afternoon to try to book a
star homes tour. I showed my
press credentials and told compa-
nies I was writing a story about the
tour bus industry. Several compa-
nies east of Vine Street offered me
a seat for $20 — bargained down
from the usual price of $35 —
and, after shopping around, I
booked a one-hour tour on a
Hollywood Sightseeing open-top
bus. The salesman said the bus
would leave in “a few minutes.” 

The bus was ready to leave
about 20 minutes later, when
salesmen on the boulevard had
recruited enough passengers to fill
up the seats. When we were about
to set off, the company owner said
the tour would last two hours.

Immediately, I got off the bus,
asking for a refund, because I had
been sold an hour-long tour, and
brandished my receipt. The
owner, who refused to identify
himself, said I couldn’t get a
refund, and physically pushed me
when I, in turn, refused to move
away from the bus’s doors. 

As I stood on the sidewalk, one
of the salesmen, who identified
himself as Jonathan but refused to
give a last name, advised me to go
on the tour. 

“With these people, you’re
never going to get your money
back,” he said. 

When I spoke to the salesman
who had sold me the ticket, he
said he never told me the tour
would last one hour. The receipt
included the price I’d paid, but not
the length of time the tour was
supposed to last. 

Only when I threatened to call

the police and report a bait-and-
switch did the company refund
my money. 

After the incident, Jonathan
said he’d worked for Hollywood
Sightseeing for the last month,
and makes 25 percent commission
on every ticket he sells. Working
from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m., that works
out to anywhere from $100 to
$400 dollars a day. In the fall, he
plans to go back to school.

“Incidents like this happen
quite frequently,” he said. “But it’s
just part of [the business]. A lot of
people don’t know the customs.
It’s a fourteen-passenger van, and
people pay twenty to thirty bucks
for a tour. They have to fill the van
up, pay the driver fifty bucks a
trip. You make the bulk of your
money during tourist season. If
you’re a small mom-and-pop
business owner, that’s a lot of
stress.”

BY IAN LOVETT                         

are just flaunting.”
In response to residents’ con-

cerns, Los Angeles City
Councilmember Tom LaBonge, 4th
District, introduced a motion last
week that would ban tour compa-
nies from using amplified sound on
their buses, instead requiring they
provide passengers with headsets.
The phase-in of headsets would
begin next summer, though tour
companies would not have to be in
compliance until July, 2015.

The Fourth Council District
Office has also been in touch with
tour companies about the issue.
Starline Tours voluntarily made the
switch to headsets on all its buses
earlier this year, while several other
companies are preparing to follow
suit. 

Local residents said they were
happy to see the city taking up the
issue, but hoped officials would
focus on the traffic issues as well as

the noise. 
Cara Rule, the Hollywood

United Neighborhood Council rep-
resentative for Beachwood Canyon,
said tour buses often parked illegal-
ly at the top of Deronda Drive,
where they blocked a fire road into
Griffith Park. In response, the local
homeowners association has paid
around $2,000 to put up signs that
will direct buses to places where
they can legally park to view the
Hollywood Sign and Lake
Hollywood. LaBonge is also plan-
ning to contact GPS and rental car
companies to make sure the naviga-
tion systems direct people to the
right places. 

For the tour companies them-
selves, however, the new regula-
tions pose additional costs and chal-
lenges at a time when the economic
downturn and the proliferation of
new tour companies has already
driven down profit margins. 

Jan Sherwood, vice-president of
LACity Tours, said her company is
in the process of converting their
four open-top buses to headsets,

which would cost about $2,000 per
vehicle. She also worries about the
experience that headsets would
offer for tour-goers. In addition, the
City of Beverly Hills has begun
strictly enforcing laws about load-
ing and unloading passengers. Her
company has been cited four times

in Beverly Hills, each ticket costing
more than $200. 

“I don’t know what they want
from us anymore,” Sherwood said.
“We’re supposed to bring these
people here so they spend money,
but at the same time we have to fol-
low all these new guidelines. A lot
of the new companies are operating
illegally. We’re obviously going to
comply with the new ordinance, but
it’s going to be costly, especially
with economic cutbacks, and the
city not controlling rogue operators
taking more and more of our busi-
ness.”

Kerry Morrison, executive direc-
tor of the Hollywood Business
Improvement District, said the pro-
liferation of tour companies on
Hollywood Boulevard has also
become an increasing cause for con-
cern. 

Next month, a task force that
includes representatives from the
BID; the office of City Council
President Eric Garcetti, 13th
District; the Los Angeles Police
Department; and the Hollywood
Chamber of Commerce plan to take
up the issue. Earlier this year, the
task force orchestrated the removal
of masked characters from the
boulevard. Morrison said on one
busy Saturday, a member of the task

force counted 50 different people
hawking tours on the boulevard
between Vine Street and Orange
Drive.

“It’s an unacceptable situation,”
Morrison said. “Businesses have
started popping up all over, and there
doesn’t appear to be any enforce-
ment. It’s led to some territorial turf
disputes and even in some cases vio-
lent confrontation. Our efforts to get
this under control all comes under
the overarching objective our board
laid out in January to restore civility
to the sidewalks of Hollywood. All
of these things detract from civil
sidewalks. We’re trying to profes-
sionalize tourism and the tour busi-
ness in Hollywood.” 

Enforcement, however, remains
difficult, in part because so many
different city and state agencies have
a hand in regulating tour companies,
including the Los Angeles
Department of Transportation, the
California Highway Patrol, the
Bureau of Street Services, and the
Los Angeles Police Department. 

“It’s quite a convoluted process,”
said Capt. Beatrice Girmala of the
LAPD’s Hollywood Division. “A lot
of different regulatory bureaus are
responsible for it. I really think we
have to take a comprehensive look
at things.” 

“As long as all
reasonable 

concerns have
been addressed,

we will move 
forward.”

-Todd Lindgren,
vice president of FilmLA

I really think we
have to take a
comprehensive
look at things.” 

-Capt. Beatrice Girmala,
LAPDʼs Hollywood Division

See Filming page 21
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need to be addressed,” Lindgren
said. “It’s a good faith effort to
address all the concerns. As long
as all reasonable concerns have
been addressed, we will move
forward.”

Lindgren said in the case on
Vista Street, many of the nearby
residents originally complained
about the number of trucks in the
area, so the production company
was required to find an alterna-
tive place to park. He added that a
majority of the residents changed
their responses to the survey after
they saw the problems had been
resolved, which allowed the per-
mitting process to go forward.

Paul Michael Neuman, a
deputy to Los Angeles City
Councilman Paul Koretz, 5th
District, said the council office
received some complaints about
the production on Vista Street,
and that staff members worked
with FilmLA to address the con-
cerns. He added that it is impor-
tant to balance the impacts film-
ing have on neighbors with the
economic benefits productions
bring to the city.

“We heard from the communi-
ty in regards to their concerns,
and we worked to come up with a
solution that was good for every-
body,” Neuman said. “The com-
munity understands that filming
is a crucial industry. What hap-
pened seems to be some good
dialogue occurred, and that an
agreement was reached.” 

Jim O’Sullivan, the president
of the Miracle Mile Residential
Association (MMRA), added that
the MMRA created a filming pol-
icy where the Fourth District
Council Office would ne notified
by FilmLA when production per-
mits were going to be issued in
the area, and the council office
staff would notify the MMRA at
least four days in advance of
filming. The policy also stipulates
that productions with numerous
trucks would have to find off-site
parking instead parking on resi-
dential streets. O’Sullivan said
the policy is a non-binding agree-
ment with the Fourth District
Council Office, but has resulted
in fewer problems in the Miracle
Mile. 

Filming Causes Concern 
From page 20

move forward with individual law-
suits rather than a class action law-
suit was made because of nuances
in the law that make it easier for the
court to address the cases. He has
teamed up with attorneys represent-
ing other patients who were over-
dosed with radiation at Cedars-
Sinai, and said there are approxi-
mately 80 to 90 individual lawsuits
currently pending. The damages
being sought have not yet been
determined.

Newkirk added that many of the
patients he represents are still suf-
fering from adverse conditions that
he alleges are caused by the over-
doses, including dizziness, distorted
vision, hair loss and skin conditions.
Some experts have said that the
radiation overdoses could result in a
higher likelihood of developing
conditions such as cancer and
cataracts in the future.

“We believe the radiation over-
doses are cumulative, in that they
make you more susceptible to cer-
tain conditions if you have more
radiation treatments in the future,”
Newkirk said. “Secondly, the loss
of hair is apparently reoccurring,
and we think there is skin cell dam-
age.”

Newkirk added that the lawsuits
also name General Electric because
he alleges the overdoses are a con-
sumer product safety issue. He
alleged that the manufacturer has
not provided enough safeguards on
the machine, or training for the staff
who use them. An investigation by
the federal Food and Drug

Administration into CT scan
machines has been ongoing since
last fall, and the results are expected
to be released within the next cou-
ple of months. The FDA issued a
letter earlier this year to manufac-
turers of CT scan machines and
hospitals warning them about the
potential for problems when over-
riding the machines’ settings.
Representatives of General Electric
would not comment because of the
pending litigation, but said in an
earlier statement that the company
is cooperating with the FDA in its
investigation. 

Newkirk added that another prob-
lem is the limited amount of time
patients who were victims of radia-
tion overdoses have to file a lawsuit.
He said many additional victims

exist, and they only have until the
end of October to come forward.

State lawmakers are also trying to
address the problems of radiation
overdoses through a bill that would
require hospitals to record the
amount of radiation each patient
receives in their medical records.
The bill was authored by State
Senator Alex Padilla (D-Los
Angeles), and has been passed by
both the State Senate and Assembly.
It has been forwarded to Gov.
Arnold Schwarzenegger for consid-
eration, and he has until September
30 to make a decision. Calls to the
governor’s press office seeking
comment on the bill were not
returned. If the bill is signed into
law, it would go into effect on
January 1.      

too real looking. They wanted the
air-brushed look,” Beckman said.
“On the other hand, hip-hop, which
is very similar to the punk move-
ment, became the perfect segue for
me, because it was a movement that
came from the streets — from
working-class poor people. It came
from people who didn’t have
money and made up their own
styles.”

The exhibit also includes cloth-
ing and accessories that reflect the
time periods, like Dr. Martens and

Adidas shoes, and Kangol hats, like
the one worn by LL Cool J in his
first photo shoot with Beckman.

Two books of Beckman’s
archival photographs, titled, “Made
in the UK 1982” and “Made in Los
Angeles 1982”, will also be avail-
able, and a limited edition zine,
written and autographed by
Beckman, was made specifically
for the exhibit.

Beckman was born in London,
England, and currently resides in
New York. The daughter of author,

Morris Beckman, she made a name
for herself through the photographs
on display at the exhibit, working
for magazines, Melody Makers and
The Face, and eventually contribut-
ing to other publications, like
Esquire, Rolling Stone and
Newsweek. Her most popular
images include shots of Run-DMC,
solo artist, Paul Weller, and Pete
Townshend of The Who, and the
cover art for The Police’s debut
album, “Outlandos d’Amour”.

“Archive of Attitude” marks the
third exhibit at Project Space since
its doors opened in February, fol-
lowing an exhibit featuring the
illustrations and paintings of artist,
Parra, and another show by San
Francisco cyclists, Mash, who pho-
tographed and filmed their cycling
experiences.

While Beckman still photographs
musicians, doing recent work with
M.I.A. and Rye Rye, her history of
covering musicians opened her up
to fashion photography with Schott,
the company behind the leather
jackets Dee Dee Ramone once
wore.

The exhibit space is a joint effort
by Incase, a designer case manufac-
turing company, and Arkitip, a Los
Angeles-based art magazine. 

“Project Space is a way for
Incase and Arkitip to bring together
our collective creative pursuits into
an experimental environment,”
Way said. “It serves as a vehicle for
promoting freedom of expression
and making art affordable and
accessible.”

Before working for Incase, Way
performed similar duties at DC
Shoes, where he also worked with
Scott Sant-Angelo, Project Space
co-curator and creative director for
Arkitip. When Way transitioned to
Incase, both he and Sant-Angelo

pitched the idea for Project Space.
According to Sant-Angelo, artists
have been invited to display work
in a more fluid fashion, rather than
through official meetings.

“In the many years we’ve been
publishing together, it’s been
friends introducing friends to other
artists and it happens pretty organi-
cally,” Sant-Angelo said. 

The first two exhibits filled
Project Space from wall to wall and
Way is hopeful that the Beckman
exhibit will be just as well received.
Following “Archive of Attitude”,
Project Space will feature another
photographer, Ari Marcopoulos,
known for shots of renowned
artists, Andy Warhol and Jean-

Michel Basquiat. As for the future
of Project Space, Sant-Angelo is
not sure what it will become, but he
does not want to limit it.

“It really is a project space,”
Sant-Angelo said. “One month
we’ll do merchandizing, then pho-
tography, then painting. It’s not a
gallery or a boutique, it’s a project
space meant for projects.”

Opening reception for
Beckman’s exhibit will be held
tonight at 7 p.m. Project Space is
open from 11 a.m. to 7 p.m.,
Wednesday to Sunday. For infor-
mation, visit www.arkitip.com/pro-
ject-space or
www.goincase.com/project-space.
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Individual lawsuits are moving forward as a result of the radiation over-
doses at Cedars-Sinai Medical Center 

Exhibit Showcases Music Icons
From page 4

Lawsuits Move Forward Against Cedars, G.E.
From page 3

photo by Tim Posada

Photographer Janette Beckman photographed some of the biggest
names in punk, rock and hip hop during their early years, and will dis-
play the photos at an exhibit at Project Space.

photo by Janette Beckman

An early photograph of LL Cool J will be featured in the exhibit.

Medical Center in Burbank. Last
week, it was reported that overdos-
es had also occurred at Los Angeles

County Medical Center and at
Bakersfield Memorial Hospital.    

Newkirk said the decision to
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Projects on La Brea Approved
From page 6

Musical Explores History of West Hollywood
From page 1

“We want to get people from
the community to audition —
people who live, work or play
here and people whose lives are
connected by the city,” said
Damali Ayo, manager of commu-
nity partnerships for Cornerstone.

Ayo is in charge of reaching
out to the community to get peo-
ple of all ages to audition for the
18 to 25 cast positions.
Performers will be volunteers,
however union actors will
receive a performance stipend. 

The musical will take place in
modern times at a coffee shop
modeled after Argos Coffee
Shop, formerly located at 7853
Santa Monica Blvd. It will utilize
flashbacks to 1983 and 1984 at
the inception of the City of West
Hollywood, reflecting on the
original goals and ideals of the
founders.

“The conflict occurs in the pre-
sent day as a person who’s left
West Hollywood comes back for
the twenty-five-year anniver-
sary,” Jacobson said. “A person
accuses a local government offi-
cial of not fulfilling the dream
and they flash back to 1983 and
1984. Largely, the flashbacks are
in musical form, but the modern-
day story is not.” 

Ramy Eletreby, communica-
tions manager for Cornerstone,
stresses the importance of the
contemporary setting in under-
standing West Hollywood histo-
ry.

“It’s not like the modern is only
a reference to the past, but you
learn many secrets about the
past,” Eletreby said. “Certain

things happened in the race to
cityhood that were unanswered
until the modern scene.”

According to Jacobson, a for-
mer board member of
Cornerstone, seven to eight of the
11 songs for the show are com-
plete, along with several reprises.
The music will highlight the
sounds of the 1980s, as well as
reflect people interviewed earlier
this year.

As an original production,
research was very important for
the city and Cornerstone. To bet-
ter understand the varying voices
of West Hollywood, Jacobson
participated in small group and
individual interviews, set up with
the help of the city, with more
than 80 people within the West
Hollywood community from
groups such as gay youth, senior
citizens, transgender individuals
and other communities. 

“I’ve never done a play where
I had to interview this many peo-
ple. I loved the process,”
Jacobson said. “There were com-
munities in West Hollywood I
was aware of but didn’t know a
lot about. Those stories were
incredibly intriguing.”

Jacobson recalled an interac-
tion with a group of Russian
seniors he interviewed. 

“These men had fought in
World War II,” Jacobson said.
“We asked them what they want-
ed people to know, and they said
they want people to know they’re
happy to be here. This was
encouraging because some peo-
ple have considered them not as
friendly, but hearing their story is

uplifting.”
The interviews began in

January and continued over the
course of several months. A draft
of the script was ready by April
for composer, Deborah Wicks La
Puma, and lyricist, Shishir
Kurup. Following auditions, the
first cast read-through will take
place at the end of the month. 

According to Campbell, the
idea of a musical has been in the
works for several years and
serves as one of the high points of
the city’s yearlong celebration.

“This came as part of an on-
going discussion with several
theatres a couple years ago.
Cornerstone has a strong reputa-
tion about doing this kind of
work,” Campbell said. “They
seemed like a logical choice to
work with on this project. They
haven’t done a full-blown musi-
cal before, but they thought West
Hollywood was the ideal com-
munity to take up the challenge.”

The play will be funded
through support from founda-
tions associated with
Cornerstone, along with $50,000
from the Arts and Beautification
Fund of the city’s Arts and
Cultural Affairs Commission. 

The West Hollywood musical
is scheduled to preview on
October 14, open the following
week and run through November
7 in Fiesta Hall at Plummer Park,
located at 7377 Santa Monica
Blvd. Tickets are tentatively
priced at $20. For information
about auditions, call (213)613-
1700, ext. 119, or visit www.cor-
nerstone.org.

Answers From Page 15

marriage to show that they will
likely succeed on appeal, and that
there will be irreparable harm if
same-sex marriages resume.
Several local legal scholars have
said it was unlikely that Walker will
stay his ruling, at which point
same-sex marriages could resume.
However, if he does not issue a stay,
Proposition 8 proponents can apply
for emergency stays before the
Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals and,
ultimately, the United States
Supreme Court. If either of those
courts grants a stay, same-sex mar-
riages, will again be stopped, even
if they had resumed after Walker’s
ruling.

The current state of limbo for
same-sex marriages in California

portends a legal battle that may take
years before the case is finally
resolved.  

In the meantime, couples and city
officials in West Hollywood are
preparing to resume same-sex mar-
riages as quickly as possible. On
Tuesday afternoon, the Los Angeles
County Registrar deputized the five
members of the West Hollywood
City Council to perform civil mar-
riages again. However, the registrar
would only deputize the city coun-
cilmembers, not city staff members,
who had also been allowed to per-
form marriages in 2008. In the
months before the passage of
Proposition 8, the City of West
Hollywood performed about 1,000
of the roughly 18,000 same-sex

marriage ceremonies across the
state.

City Councilmember John
Duran, who is also a partner in a
private law practice, said only dep-
utizing the councilmembers to per-
form marriages will make it diffi-
cult to conduct many ceremonies,
because all five of them work full-
time jobs, in addition to their work
on the council.

“If the judge lifts the stay, I plan
to head to city hall right away,”
Duran said. “An emergency stay in
the Ninth Circuit or the U.S.
Supreme Court could happen on the
same day, so we could have a win-
dow of hours of days in which to
marry people. It’s sort of like the
freedom trains. We’re going to try
to get a few people through while
we can.”

Scott Campbell, 41, and his
fiancé Scott Hall, 35, who have
been together for the past year and
a half, are one of the couples hoping
Duran will soon be able to marry
them. 

“We wish we’d met a year earli-
er, when we could have taken
advantage of the three-month win-
dow before Prop. 8,” Campbell
said. “We want to make sure we
don’t miss our window this time,
because if we do it could take four
years for the case to get through the
Supreme Court, and who knows if
the decision would even go our
way.” 

Other legal questions also
remain. For example, the defen-
dants in the case — Governor
Arnold Schwarzenegger and
Attorney General Jerry Brown —

have declined to file an appeal of
Walker’s decision. The proponents
of Proposition 8 who intervened to
argue the case at the District Court,
have filed an appeal, but the Ninth
Circuit Court may decide they do
not have standing to argue the case
in federal court. 

Daria Roithmayr, professor at the
University of Southern California
Gould School of Law, said she
thought it was unlikely the court
would not grant the interveners
standing. However, she thought it
was unlikely that either Walker or
the Ninth Circuit Court would issue

a stay.
“It’s different to say they have an

interest in arguing the case, as
opposed to saying that they’ll be
irreparably harmed if a stay is not
issued,” Roithmayr said. “Reading
the decision, it’s so well buttressed
by reference to the trial court
record, I think it will be incredibly
hard for the Ninth Circuit to over-
turn the decision. Even for the
Supreme Court, which would have
more invested in doing so, given
the conservatives on the court, I
think it would be very hard to over-
turn the decision on this record.” 

Ruling Could Clear the Way for Marriages
From page 1
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Hundreds of people gathered for a rally in West Hollywood Park for a
rally after the ruling against Proposition 8 was handed down.

photo by Ian Lovett

Ted Olson,one of the attorneys who argued the case against Proposition
8, addressed the crowd after the ruling.  

changes involved, so unless an
appeal is filed prior to August 16,
Monarch can begin requesting the
necessary permits.  

The six-story La Brea and
Fountain project would include 187
apartments, along with 38 afford-
able units and 19,600 square feet of
retail space. No retail tenants have
yet been identified for either pro-
ject, according to Contreras.

West Hollywood Mayor John
Heilman said he believes the pro-
jects will bring a new look to the
city’s eastside, and will provide
badly needed affordable housing.

“I think they are both very attrac-
tive projects. They put a lot of time
and energy into gaining the support
of the Eastside PAC, and have lis-
tened to the concerns of residents,”
Heilman said. “I suspect there will
be a lot of support at the city coun-
cil level.”

West Hollywood Councilmem-
ber John Duran said that although
he had not yet reviewed the latest
plans for the projects, he believes
they will provide a boost for busi-
ness in that portion of the city. The
new developments would be locat-
ed near the La Brea Gateway retail
center, as well as a new housing
and retail project a few blocks west
that will be built at the Movietown
Plaza.

“I think the Gateway project has
brought new life to the eastside,
and we are starting to see property
values on the eastside approach
those on the city’s westside,”
Duran said. “Overall, I think the
Eastside PAC has done a good job
in improving the area. I am old
enough to remember how that side

of town looked in the 1980s, it was
basically a red light district, and it
doesn’t look anything like it did
back then.”        

Allyne Winderman, director of
rent stabilization and housing for
the City of West Hollywood, added
that project will provide many new
places to live, particularly for
senior citizens, disabled persons
and people living on fixed incomes.

“It really will be a significant
change to the area, and it’s a big
thing for the city,” Winderman said,
“Each project has twenty percent
affordable housing, and the great
thing is that the affordable housing
will be scattered throughout the
project, so just because someone is
a teacher instead of a stock broker,
you won’t know that.”

Contreras added that a date for
the city council to consider the
Santa Monica and La Brea project
has not yet been scheduled, but said
it would likely occur during the
council’s second meeting next
month on September 20. 
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